
It’s Here!
by Laurence Gibson

Glass Recycling, that is
Actually, folks have been delivering 
their glass to El Paso’s five CCS’s 
(Citizen Collection Stations) for 
weeks now as the news spread just 
by word-of-mouth. The westside 
CCS is on Atlantic near Sunland 
Park and the eastside is down on 
Pendale.Road. Others are on Hondo 
Pass, Harrison and Delta.

The new glass pulverizer is now 
installed at the big Pendale Road 
station, best reached off Kastrin. 
This is to be the site for the Janu-
ary 27th ribbon-cutting ceremony 
where Eastside District 7 City 
Council Representative Lily Limon 
and Environmental Services Direc-
tor Ellen Smyth will speak to the 
public and media and technicians 
Miguel Parra and Jesus Yamaguchi 
will debut the pulverizer.

We are especially grateful to Rep. 
Limon for carrying this glass pro-
cessing pilot project through an 
unpredictable city council which 
has generally been as environmen-
tally regressive as it has been pro-
“bidness.” Our fear was it would be 
shot down as a waste of tax-payer 
money. According to Pat Peck, Di-
rector Smyth’s successor up at Las 
Cruces’ Mesilla Valley Landfill, 
glass “processing” (he calls it) is 
almost without economic benefit 
since glass only makes up 5% of 
landfill volume. It is heavy to trans-
port and notoriously  dangerous to 
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Morning Meeting with Representative Lily Limon 
Place: Denny’s I-10 at Lomaland 

Time: 7:30 am

Ribbon-Cutting Media Event 
Place: 1034 Pendale Road 

Time: 10 am

Community Meeting  
Rep. Lily Limon & Director Ellen Smyth

Place: Carolina Recreation Center 
563 N Carolina Drive 

Time: 6 pm 

handle. It damages single-stream 
conveyor  equipment as well

Nevertheless, folks are very pas-
sionate about disposing of glass 
in an environmentally sensitive 
manner. Perhaps it is  an extension 
of separating our waste into the 
gray bins and the blue bins, and the 
compost bin if you live in a place 
like Boulder, Colorado. Certain 
members have even been known to 
drive to Cruces to use its bins!

So, it’s been a long time coming, a 
long time since we took our glass 
out to the railroad car on Ft Bliss. 
Let’s make this pilot project a wild 
success. Gather up your neighbor’s 
glass, gather up your own glass and 
make a weekly trip to those bins.
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Outings
Spring Break at Cedar Mesa
Date: Mar 5-11
Place: Southern Utah
Class: Moderate
Length: Various Dayhikes
Elevation gain: short but 30 degrees 
Contact: John Walton (915) 539-5797  
walton@utep.edu
We are returning to Utah’s won-
derful slickrock terrain again this 
spring. We will camp at several 
locations along Comb Ridge with 
daily hikes onto the slickrock. The 

ridge slopes at about 30 degrees 
then ends in an 800 foot cliff. Next 
we will camp and hike at Natural 
Bridges National Monument, Mu-
ley Point, and Garden of the Gods. 
High clearance vehicle necessary. 
This is a beautiful area with in-
teresting rock formations, grand 
views, and multiple ruins

Black Range Lookout Traverse 
Date: May 15-21
Place: Aldo Leopold Wilderness, NM
Class: Strenuous
Length: 10 miles per day 
Contact: John Walton (915) 539-5797 

This outing is also a rerun, but 
from the years before the devas-
tating fires. In former times there 
were fire lookouts on all the big 
mountains of the Black Range. 
Hillsboro and Lookout are the only 
remaining ones active. We’ll leave 
vehicles at Emory pass and head 
up to Lookout Mountain, where 
we will begin the traverse south to 
Diamond, Reeds, McKnight, and 
back to Hillsboro, hopefully finding 
active springs at each. It’s ten miles 
between waters and route-finding is 
always a challenge after a fire.

Food for thought
by Rick LoBello

One of the biggest challenges we face 
is the continuing destruction of wild 
landscapes.   Humans have already 
left their footprint on 83% of the earth’s 
surface. With so few wild places left 
why then do so many cities continue the 
practice of destroying them rather than 
adopt sustainable practices using lands 
that have already been disturbed?  How 
much longer will this practice continue 
and why do people allow it to happen 
in the first place?  The answer to that 
question is not that complex.

First off many of those making land 
development decisions don’t really care 

about future generations. Everyone 
knows that the earth is not producing 
new land to develop and at some point 
we are going to run out of land.  In one 
Texas city a committee working on plans 
to sell and develop public lands was 
asked the question, why don’t we just 
leave the land in its wild condition? The 
response to the question was because 
historically we have always sold the 
land. In a follow up question the com-
mittee member asked, what will we do 
when all the lands are developed? The 
answer was pretty unbelievable: with 
about ten people sitting around a table 
there was no answer and only total 
silence.

Believe it or not many land planners 
have never compared the costs and 
benefits of leaving land protected to 
allow for nature trails and places for 
wildlife to live and all the services nature 
provides like carbon capture, plants 
cleaning air and filtering water, bacteria 
decomposing wastes, bees pollinating 
etc.  Want to know why?  In most cases 
the answer is because they are not re-
quired to.  Do you think that they really 
care about the future or do they mainly 
care about keeping their jobs?

Many cities like right here El Paso do 
not have a single government agency or 
city department charged with conserving 
nature.     to be continued


