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Rio Grande Chapter:
What’s Happening?
What Can We Do?

by Jim Hannan
Chapter Chair

It has been a real honor to serve as the
Chair of the Rio Grande Chapter since March.
{ have been very proud of the way that the
Club has responded to the serious challenges
posed by our new federal government. In par-
ticular, our Club has been tenacious in its re-
sponse to the energy plan put forth by the
Bush/Cheney team, and has had an incredible
inftuence in the debate. Everywhere that
President Bush went {o sell his plan, our fel-
low Club members turned out in force. Asa
result, most Americans now distrust this ad-
ministration on energy policy and agree with
the Sierra Club that conservation bas to be at
the top of the list of energy solutions.

Here in New Mexico, the Chapter's
four conservation campaigns consinue to gen-
erate positive resuits. The Wiiderness cam-

‘paigis now.moving forward with a tangible,

realistic proposal to set aside a large tract in
the Cabezon Peak area. The Club will seck
to partner with other conservation groups and
tocat partners to bring this area to the atten-
tion of Congress. Our Sprawl] campaign in
Santa Fe has had recent success with the pas-
sage of both the Highway Comridor Plan and
the Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)
ordinance by the Santa Fe County Board of
Commissioners. We znticipaie that other New
Mexico jurisdictions will now look at TDR’s
as a way of promoting smart growth patterns.
The Sand and Gravel campaign has entered a
new phase, with the creation of a legistative
task force to study the proposed legislation.
The Club will continue to work closely with
the State Land Office on this effort. Finaily,
the Water camnpaign will continue to track the
many pressing water issues facing all of us in
the Chapter. The Chapter and all five of our
groups are all directly affected by issues of
waler quantity and quality from our conunon
watershed.

We are always looking
for volunteers

1 urge you to step up your own level
of commitment to the Club. We are always
looking for volunteers, whether leading a hike
or running for the Board. T also recommend
that you increase your awareness by signing
up for the Club’s activist network. You can
sign up by going to www.sierraclub.org, thea
going to the “take action” button. All mem-
bers of the network receive a monthly issue
of “The Planet™. our activist newsletter,

-an individual For the substance and ¢

Terrell Johnson:
First Recipient Of
Michael S. Currier Award

The New Mexico Commuonity Foun-
dation will present the first Michael 8. Cur-
rier Environmental Service Award (o wildlife
biologist Terrell H. fohnson for his omitho-
logical work, particularly efforts in New
Mexico related te the peregrine falcon and
other threatened and endangered species.

Johnson received the Currier Award
at a presentation dinner on September 7 in
Santa Fe.

“Terry Johnson epitomizes the quali-
tics of humility, care and originality that char-
acterized Michael Currier’s environmental
activism,” said Fr. Robert Stark, Executive
Director of the New Mexico Community
Foundation, which administers the award on
behalf of the Thaw Charitable Trust, its spon-
SOI.

The Currier Award will be given not
more oflen than every two years. [L wﬂl honor
inal

ity of his or her contributions to the environ-
mental health of the American Southwest. The

honoree may ‘work in any field of endeavor

within the Four Corners states and the adjoin-
ing region of northern Mexico. A small com-
mittee, working anonymously, forwards nomi-
nations for the award to the community foun-
dation and the sponsor. Unsolicited nomina-
tions will not be considered.

See Currier Award on Page 4

Chapter Meetings

by Jim Hannan
Chapter Chair

The Rio Grande Chapter Executive
Committee (ExCom) and Conservation Com-
mittee (ConsCom} will hold their quarterly
meetings at the Sevilieta Wildlife Refuge on
December 8th and 9th. We encourage Club
members (o attend these meetings.

The ConsCom meeting begins at 9:00
AM. on Saterday and usually runs until about
3:00 PM. The ConsCom will be reviewing
the Chapter's four conservation campaigns:
sand and gravel, wilderness, water and sprawl,
The campaigns have now been in place for a
year, $o the ConsCom will evatuate their ef-
fectiveness. The ConsCom will then decide
whether to continue these campaigns or se-
lect new ones.

In addition, the ConsCom will review
ongoing conservation issues, including min-
ing, wildlife and air quality. The ConsCom
also offers an opportunity for Club members
to bring up new conservation issues during
its meeting,

See Chaprer Meetings on Page 3
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“Un-Canalizing” a River

by Kevin Bixby

Ecologically, the Rio Grande can’t
function without curves, at least not in the
lower elevations of New Mexico and Texas.

| turns oot that the river’s twists and
turns create a variety of water velocities,
which in turn produce a mix of slow and fast
waler habitats, which in turn sustain the
aquatic life that comprise the river’s ecosys-
tem,

The river’s twists and turns
create a variety of water velocities,
producing slow and fast water habitats,

which in turn

sustain the aquatic life that

comprise the river’s ecosystem.

Unfortunatety, there is very little sinu-
osity remaining in the 200 miles of the river
1n southern New Mexico and west Texas.

"-Beglnmng in"1935; the International
Boundary and Water Commission (IBWC)

stenightened the civer below El Paso as part

of its “Rectification Project,” reducing the

river’s length by nearly half in the process.

Levees were built and the river’s banks ag-

mored o confine the river to its new align-

eI,

See UnCanalizing on Page 5

The Wildland Urban Interface:

Destroy a Forest to Save it?
No!

by Sharon Galbreath
Executive Director
Sonthwest Forest Allionce

The Southwest Forest Alliance has
started a Community and Forest Protection
campaign with the goal of prolecting forest
wildiands from extreme thinning and restora-
tion logging projects. In an effort to protect
communities from forest fives, Congress has
appropriated thirty-four million dollars of
Naticnal Fire Plan money with the purpose

Many existing logging projects
are being billed
as urban interface treatments

of thinning three miliion of acres of forest
lands in Arizonz and New Mexico. The Com-
mumnity and Forest Protection cantpaign will
ensure that these federal fire protection deol-
lars get spent where they will be most effective.

See Somthwest Farest Allianice on FPaged




Executive Committee

Jim Hannan, Chair
988-5760 jhannan505@aol.com
Edward Sullivan, Vice-Chair
255-5966x106 sully@mmwild.ong
Jenaifer Johnson, Conservation Clair
2899183 Iariposa @naune
Laurence Gibson, Secretary

915-594.7342 Igibson@utep.edy
Blaic Brown, Central Group, Treasurer
259-7190 BBlairB2@nol.com

Barbara Johnson, Council Delegate
466-4935 Lunah3@aol.com
John Buchser
820-0201
Kellie Goudreau
232.3721
Norma MeCallan
471-0005 nmecallan @mindspring.com
Susan Martin
988-5206 smartin31@worldnet.att.net
Doug Fraser, Sante Fe Group
4747615 or 662-5204
lseBleck, Pajarito Gronp
662-2358 bleck@yahoo.com
Ted Mextig, 51 Paso Group
915 852-3011 TMertig@ecarthlink.net
MargotWiIson,Soulhemeup
T44-5860 margoiwilsond) @hotmail.com

Jbuchser@earthlink.net

kellie@unm.edu

Staft
Jennifer de Garmo, Conservation Organizer
243-7767 nmex.field] @prodigy.net
243-7771 fax
110 Second Si. SW ste6ls,
Albuguerque, NM 87102

Sierra Club Structure

The Club has three structuraf levels, The Nationai
Board of Dircetors determines the overall dirzction
of the Club. The Nationa} Organizalion is subdivided
into Chagtets, and each Chapter is further divided
into Groups. One represcalative from each Chapter
reports to the National Board threugh the Council of
Club Leaders,

The largest part of the Chapter's budget goes 10 the
the salary and expenses for Jennifer and a part-time
lobbyist, foliowed by the printing and mailing of this
Newsletter.

www.riogrande.sierrnclub.org
Pajarito Gmup,P.O.Box!J-lS,hsAkmms,Nl‘vl 87544

ConfralNM Group SouthernNM Group
PO Box 25342 PO.Bux3705UPD
Alnsgrereue, NM 87125.5342 Las Cruces, NM 83603
260-9857 5233421
Santa Fe Group ElPaso Group
621 Ol SantaYe'Trail, #10 ['.0.130&9191
Santa Fe, NM 87501 ElPase, TX 79983
983-2703 915 594-7342
Sierrn Club Nationak Senihwest Regional Office
858econd St 2nd Foor 51615 Porlland St.
Sanfrancseo, CA 84105 Phoenix, AZ 85004
415 9175500 602 254-933)
FAX: 2586533

irecto

ampaign Chairs

Sand & Gravel (HFLmsen 466-2128 dasen@hnelcomim.com

SprawlIssues  EdwardArchulot 520-7d52 edarchuleta ®@acl.com
SusanMarfin 9885206 mutind] @eatbilinlonct

Waler JolinBuchser 82045201 Jrrdser@eartlilintonet

Wilderness MarinHarich 2327151 mildnrid@aoleom:
Edward Sullivan 255-5966x106sul]y@nmwild.org

Conservation Issue Chairs

Energy GailRyba 955-9578 gryba@cybermesacom

Mililary Issues - Marinne Thnder 522-3421 nmﬁamle.ﬂlaeler@siermdnhmg

Mining Abe Jacobson 6729574 abejavobson@vworldnet.att.qict
CHffL arsen 466-2128 darsen@ixnetcommeom

National Parks Courlrey White 982-5502 VWSI@riGtomn

Rangetands Barbaen Johnson 4664935 Limd3@aolooi

‘Frude Riclard Barish 2323013 odbarish@aokoom

Transportation KenHughes 4740550 bliamily @nets.com

Waste Reduct o Jay Morrow 8713137 jnmmv@nnnnybmnxgw

Wildiife LizWalsh 915 747-5421 EWakh@uiep.edu
RogerPeterson 983-7559 rogpete@aolcom

Activism

Fundraising ~ OPiNy

Listservers JolwBachsor 820-0201 Jjhuchser@enrtilintenet

Legal Richard Barid: 2323013 rdlxuih@aoloom

Membership  TedMertig 9158523001 imertip@cartliflered

Personnel Jeanifer Johnson 2899183 Fo@nnet

Political OPRN

Webmaster BhirBrown 259719 BBaErB2@acloom

Outings

Oulings NommaMeCam 4710005 amecallan@mindspiing com

Tiner City

Outings TedMertiy 95 852301 twetiy@eantlifinkenet

Regional and National Representatives
Southwest Region Conservation Committee (SWRCC)
‘TedMertig, Susan Mariin
Council of Club Leaders Dalegate
Barbara Johnsor; Norniz MeCallan (nlfernate)

Sierran
Editor John Buchser 8520-0201 Jhuchser@carthlink.net
223N, Guaflnlupe#ul‘),Szum!Fe,Ni‘«l 8750 (emaitpreferred!t)
Advertising OFN
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Quting Outlook

by Norma McCallan

What a difference September ] | made
to all our lives and outlook. In the midst of
New York’s great tragedy, heightened secu-
rity measures, bombs falling on Afghanistan,
and the theeat of unknown future catastrophes,
one thing is constant. Qur beautiful land is
there to provide solace, renewal of hope, and
a sense of peace. I recently participated in a
Sierra Service Trip in Colorado National
Monument. I asked our ranger what he thought
the effect of September 11 would be on the
Parks. He answered simply, I expect even
more visitors, because people will want to
connect with the land and its unchanging maj-
esty. It’s a good time for those of you who
perhaps have never come on an outing before
ta try one out, and get involved in making sure
our special places stay that way, Below are
listed a selection of outings from around our
Chapter. Be sure and check the Group pages
for more details on these, and additional out-
ings. Call the leader to confirm the trip, and
arrange time and meeting place,

All numbers are area code 505, except

as otherwise noted.

The Day That Changed The World

by Jennifer Ferenstein
Sierra Club President
Jen@wildrockies.org

Along with much of the world, Sierra
Club volunteers and staff have struggled to
come 1o terms with the tragic events of Sep-
tember i1th. {am proud of how our meim-
bers kave reached out to comfort one another
and to regain a sense of meaning and hoge.
As individuals and as an organization, we
share in an awareness of the pain and suffer
ing that directly touches many, and indirectly
touches all.

Recently, the Board of Directors met
by phore to discuss how these events might
affect the Sierra Club, and I'd like to share
some of that conversation with you because
it reflects our comman vision for how to pro-
ceed in (hese times of uncertainty.

The core values that define us
as Americans —
tolerance, generosity, freedom
and love of couniry —
have not changed.

Sat
473-4797. Strenuons hike for the robust up
Santa Fe's highest peak, 14 miles r.t., 3000
elevation gain.

Sat Nov 3 East Fork Of The Jemez. Warren
Steckie/Miriam Oudejens 672-0414. Easy/
moderate hike along this scenic river in the
Jemez Mountains.

Sat/Sun Nov 3-4 Whitewater Creek Back-
pack, Gila Wilderness. Rollin Wickenden
rwickgila@aol.com. Maderate backback, 7-
8 miles, via the Powerplant Road, just below
historic Mogollon. Lots of old mines & min-
ing paraphernalia,

Sun Nov 1 Embudo Canyon Trail/Three
Gun Trail, Sandia Mountains. David Ther
260-1553. Excellent conditioning hike, fing
viewpoints, 7 miles r.t.

Sat Nov 17 Coolce’s Range Exploration. Jim
Scanlon 524-6723. Joint trip with NM Wil-
derness Alliance 10 check out this remote
WSA, near Deming. Options range from an
easy hike to an ambush site on the Butterfield
Stagecouch Trail to a bushwhack to the top of
spectacular Cooke’s Peak.

Fri-Sun Nov 23-25 Thanksgiving Gila Wil-
derness Backpack. Laurence Gibson 915-
394-7342. Excellent way to work off your tur-
key dinner on this moderatebackpack into
Moegollon Creek, north of CHff, NM.

ov3 Sonta Fe Baldy. i’fail S.c;n'u.:.r\;-t.:ll

September [l is being called “the
day that changed the world.” Bven if much is
different today, the core values that define us
as Americans — tolerance, generosity, free-
dom and iove of country — have not changed.
Nor has the mission of the Sierra Club
changed. Now is the time for these values to
emerge stronger than ever as we pull together
to heal the wounds and ensure that apprecia-
tion: for community and our living planet en-
dure.

“"of ournatiral Aot humin civiTonTme s o

As our nation makes plans for the fu-
ture, environmental issues will continue to
arise. The Sierra Club will engage in these
discussions; we believe that protecting our air,
Tand and water is a critical part of protecting
our homeland, As policy-makers take up the
nation’s environmental agenda, we will con-
tinue to be vigorous, forceful and effective
advocates for envirenmental protection.

And we will conduct our advocacy in
a fashion and tone that helps Americans unite
around our common environmental values.

Preserving and protecting the
quality of our natural and human
environments have been the Sierra

Clab’s mission for 110 years.

We can, and will, disagree without being dis-
agreeable, but our public [ands, walers, air and
wildlife must not be sacrificed by those who
would choose to exploit the recent tragedies
for short-term gain. Now is the time to put
aside our narrow differences and work 1o cre-
ate a legacy for the world’s children that is
safe, healthy and just.

.. Preserving and protecting the quatity

been the Sierra Club's mission for 110 years,
Today we reaffirm our commitment to this
mission. Now, more than ever, we are dedi-
cated to the defense of “America the Beauti-

{ul” our communities, our forests, wetlands
and wilderness — and to the values infusing
our interaational work and human rights cam-
paigns. As we redouble our commitment, I
ask you lo share our resolve and to join us in
our vigilance as we stand watcl to protect the
environment for our families, for our future.

Sun Nov 25 San Miguel Ruins, Dome Wil-
derness. Norbert Sperlich 983-1962. Strenu-
ous hike to a remote section of Bandelier
National Monument.

Fri-Sun Dec 7-9. Bosque National Wildlife
Refuge Carcamp. Fred & Bev Harttine (call
Warren Steckle 672-0414). The Hartlines are
briefly returning to NM to do a repeat of their
successful carcamp last winter at the Bosque.
There should be lots of birds by then!

As part of the healing process, the Si-
erra Club is Jaunching a new feature on their
website catied A SPECIAL PLACE. The goal
is to give browsers an opportunity to share
their special places in nature with each other.
Big majestic places, or everyday places, a
place that was special when you were grow-
ing up, or just fast weekend. Check it out at
www.sierraclub.org/specialplace.

Chapter Meetings from Page 1

The ExCom begins its meeting on Sat-
urday afterneon and confinues through Sun-
day morning. We try to finish by noon on
Sunday. The ExCom oversees the Chapler’s
operations, including budget items, political
endorsements and personnel matters. The
ExCam also ratifies decisions made by the
ConsCom.

Become acquainted with the
activities and activists of the Club

Both meetings are open to all Club
members. These quarterly meetings are a
great way te become acquainted with the ac-
tivities and activists of the Club here in New
Mexico and West Texas. If you would fike to
attend, please contact Jim Hannan at 988-5760
for access information to the Refuge. There
is also limited sleeping arrangements at the
Refuge for Friday and Saturday nights.

Rio Grande Sierran—Page 3




Update on Energy Issues

by Gail Ryba
Chapter Energy Chair

The Rie Grande Chapter is working
on both local and aational energy issues.
National:

Since our own Senator Jeff Bingaman
chairs the Senate Energy and Natural Re-
scuifces comerittes, New Mexicans need to
contact him to let him know we want the Sen-
ate to develop a good energy bill. The bill
passed by the House last summer provides for
drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Ref-

The bill passed by the House last
summer provides for drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
and subsidizes fossil fuels

uge and subsidizes fossil fuels and nuclear
power. We want a bill that promotes
renewables and encrgy efficiency, along with
higher CAFE standards.

Contact Jennifer Degarmo, the local
Sierra Club staff member in Albuguerque, to
learn more,

Local:

The state of New Mexico is in a kind
of limbo regarding deregulation of the elec-
tric utility industry, since deregulation was
postponed for five years during the 2001 Leg-
islative session. However, the Public Regu-
lation Commission is pursuing new rules that
will impact our power choices. This is the
time for Sierra Club members to get involved
in commenting on proposed 1ules in the PRC
rulemaking process.

Meeting to Discuss Energy Issues

The Rio Grande Chapter is a mmember
of the Coalition for Clean Affordable Energy,
which is following the utitily deregulation and

Currier Award from Page ]

Michael S. Currier died in 1998 at the
young age of 38. During his shott life, he
touched the lives of many other peeple
through his philanthropy and his efforts relat-
ing to children, families, education, the envi-
ronment, and other fields. The award honor-
ing lim carries a $20,000 prize.

Johnsen is a self-employed wildlife bi-
ologist who specializes in ornithology and
lives in La Fara, N.M., with his wife, Jennifer
Johnson, who is alse an active conservation-
ist. In 23 years of field work, he has docu-
niented much of what is kuown about the habi-
tat and population dynamics of the peregrine
falcon in the Southwest, the winter habitat and
diet of bald eagles near Cochiti Reservoir, and
(he habits of the Mexican spotted owl in north-
ern New Mexico.

His research has been indispensable
to the development of management plans to
proiect those species and are contributing to
broad reforms in public land management in
northern New Mexico and the Southwest.
Land managers use Yehnson’s research to de-
velop management recommendations to pro-
tect raptors and improve their habitat for for-
aging and breeding.

Johnson's studies involving peregtine
faloons addsess habitat charactéristics, the cf-
fects of humans, aircraft and electric lires on
peregrine behavior, and the relationship of
breeding performance (o the production of
insecticides and peregrine population change.
Johnson’s work on spotted owls built on early
surveys conducted by his wife, Jenaifer, to
develop ecological models to identify habitat

for management. His work on wintering bald
eagles interrelated numbers, diet, and habj-
tat,

Johnson’s contributions include inno-
vations in the hands-off pathering and analy-
sis of quantitative data on living wildlife popu-
lations and the development of mathematical
medels that quantify important habitat fea-
tures to identify suitable habitat. He has also
studied the effects of forest fires on avian
populations.

Johnson holds a masier’s degree in
physics from California Institute of Technol-
ogy and a bachelor’s degree in physics from
Purdue University. He has consulted with
most of the state and federal agencies that are
responsible for land, water and wildlife man-
agement. Johnson also has been recognized
for his work by the New Mexico chapters of
The Nature Conservancy, which awarded him
its Leopold Conservation Awaed in 1991, and
of The Wildlife Socicty as Professional of the
Year in 1991.

Currier founded the New Cycle Foun-
dation in 1985 to reach out to underprivileged
children through projects that gave inner-city
youth achance to strengthen their self-esteem.
He later expanded his vision to include geants

to international and human rights efforts, en->—

vironmental causes and health research.

Currier moved to Santa Fe in 1989 and
became involved in family issues, bringing
his personal vision and lzadership 1o efforts
in community economic development, land
conservation and energy efficiency. Most of
his support was made through asonymous
grants.

rulemaking process re-
garding rerewable energy,
stranded costs and other
issues affecting our elec-
tric power choices in New
Mexico. We are looking
for folks willing to attend
hearings of the NM Pub-
lic Regulation Commis-
sion as they develop the
relevant rules and policies.
We'd like to develop a
team of folks to go to these
meetings, so that the job
can be shared. To educate
ourselves about the issves
of the Renewable Portfo-
lio Standards, Green Pric-
ing, the System Benefits
Charge and other relevant
matters, please come to a
meeting on Wednesday,
November 14th, 7 p.m,
Call 955-9578 for details
on location.
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“Southwest-Forest Allience fromi Page

UnCanalizing from Page 1

Several years later IRWC did the same
thing in southern New Mexico as patt of its
“Canalization Project.” The purpose of these
projects was to ensure efficient water deliv-
eries, provide flood control and stabilize the
international boundary.

These projects eliminated more than
meanders. They destroyed essential fish habi-
tat, and were a major reason (along with the
annual dewatering of the river every winter
since Elephant Butte Dam was built in 1916}
for the disappearance of two-thirds of the na-
tive fish species in the river.

Management of the projects through
the years has also been detrimental {o the river.
IBWC mows between the levees every year,
preventing native (and non-native) riparian
vegetation from becoming reestablished. In
some areas it allows grazing of livestock. It
also dredges the channel and stabilizes the
banks with riprap, All these actions are inimi-
cal to a healthy river systen.

Now, for the first time in its history,
the IBWC is thinking seriously about other
ways of managing the Canalization Project.
The impetus is two fold. A 1996 study sug-
gests the project may not be able to convey

The Southwest Forest Alliance is sup-
portive of efforts focused on managing the
Wildland Urban Interface to protect commu-
nities from the threat of forest fire. However,
many projects seeking to take advantage of
federal fire protection funds lack a ¢lear defi-
nition of what constitutes the Wildland Ur-
ban Interface. Consequently, many existing
logging projects are simply being billed as
urban interface treatments to take advantage
of available funding.

On Tuesday, July 31, 2001, in testi-
mony before Congress, the U.S. General Ac-
counting Office (GAO) released a report on
the implementation of The National Fire Plan,
which concludes that the Forest Service and
other Federal Agencics are not orgaaized to
effectively and efficiently spend taxpayer dol-
lars to protect forest communities {rom the
risk of fire. The GAQO Report supports the
Southwest Forest Alliance position that Na-
tional Fire Plan dollars should be tacgeted for
prejects that treat forests divectly adjacent to
comumunities, rather than restoration and log-
ging projects that thin forests miles from any
houses. Both the GAQ Report and a May 24,
2001 Southwest Forest Alliance repoet, Pro-
tecting Communities from Forest Fires: Ef-
fectively Treating the Wildland-Urban Inter-
face, point out the urgent need to identify and
prioritize communities at risk from wildland
fire and a thorough definition of the Wildland-
Urban Interface in order to effectively and
efficiently implement the National Fire Plan.

The Southwest Forest Alliance has
reviewed the existing literature, and has found

its design flood, so the agency is proposing {0
raise or rebuild 56 percent of the levees. The
agency also pledged in 2 1998 agreement with
Southwest Environmentat Center (SWEC) to
look at management actions that can support
river restoration, including non-stractural ap-
proaches to flood control.

An environmental impact study ana-
lyzing different management aliematives is
currently under development. The public will
have 45 days to comment on the draft EIS after
it is issued (cuerently scheduled for Novem-
ber). The importance of this study cannot be
overestimated, It will be impossible to restore
the river to any significant degree of function-
ality and self-regulation without allowing it
to reestablish a more natural meander pattern.
It may be possible o do this within the exist-
ing levees in places, but more likely it will
require selfing back the levees or finding other
ways to widen the effective floodplain,
through the purchase of adjacent land or flood
casements.

The Canalization Project EIS is a high
priority for river advocates. We don’t expect
IBWC torestore the river by itself, but we do
expect il 10 do its part. To date, IBWC has
shown areluctance to Jook outside the levees.

Although the agency is leaning to-

Service’s own fire researchers have already
defined the most efficient and effective ways
to protect communities from forest fires. The
Southwest Forest Alliance report explains that
community protection depends on treating
individual properties and creating a narrow
but effective “defensible space” around houses
and communities. This is the best way to pro-
tect houses and communities, and is by far
the best use of the National Fire Plan money.

The seemingly benign and admirable
effort to provide community protection poses
a significant threat to biodiversity in the
Southwest. Most proposed community pre-
tection projects make no clear distinction
between forest restoration and thinning for fire
protection. Consequently, these proposals lack
the required ecological criteria necessary to
protect important wildlife species and their
habitats.

The Forest Service in Region Thiee
(Arizona and New Mexico) has started a plan-
ning process to amend all eleven management
plans for national forests in New Mexico and
Arsizona to modify standards and guidelines
for the Mexican spotied owl and northern
goshawk so that wildland-urban interface
treatments can be implemented on a large
scale. The current urban interface boundaries
are so extensive that twenty-five percent of
all Mexican spotted ow] critical habitat areas
will be impacted by these projects.

The forest plan amendment process
will give environmental groups in the South-
west the opportunity to do public education
and grassroots organizing around appropriate

at'the'scientific community ‘and the Forest -

wards a preferred alternative that calls for
many ecological enhancements within the
levees, it has yet to do the kind of analysis
needed to undexsiand what a restored Rio
Grande would fook like and how it would
function. Nor has it done the iydrologic mod-
eling needed o understand the potential for
managing floods without raising levees, i.e.
ron-structural methods. Without these stud-
ies, we don’t believe it can fulfill its iegal re-
quirements under NEPA and the 1998 agree-
ment with SWEC. Any enhancemenis may
end up being just expensive, short-lived band-
aids.

The Alliance for the Rio Grande Heri-
tage (of which the Rio Grande Chapter of the
Sierra Club is a member) and SWEC are com-
mitted to helping IBWC come up with a man-
agement alteraative for the Canalization
Project that alfows the agency to meet its le-
gal obligations for water delivery and flood
control, but also opens the door for restoring
the Ric Grande ecosystem. Developing this
alternative is probably not possible under the
current time frame for the EIS, For this rea-
son, we urging IBWC to delay issuance until
the needed analysis can be completed.

For more info, contact the Southwest
Environmental Center at 522-5552.

Southwest Forest Alliance Community and
Forest Protection campaign will -assist the
public with participation in the forest plan
amendment process and how to become in-
volved in projects that will effect forest lands
where they live.

The Forest Service is cugrently plan-
ning 750 projects which plan to thin a mini-
mum of 150,000 acres in Arizona and New
Mexico this fiscal year. In New Mexico the
Forest Service is proposing to log unneces-
sary fuel brakes miles from Angel Fire; and
log Mexican spotted owl habitat on the Lin-
coln National Fozest, The Heber-Overgaard
Ecosystem Management project en the
Apache Sitgreaves National Forest in Arizona
proposes to creaie twenty-five miles of fuel
breaks, six hundred and sixty feet wide, pri-
marijly along forest roads that extend six to
seven miles from the communities they are
supposed to protect,

1f you would like information on pro-
posed projects adjacent to your community
please contact Brian Nowicki at the South-
west Forest Alliance. Please visit the South-
west Forest Alliance web site at www.swin.org
to download a copy of Protecting Communi-
ties from Forest Fires: Effectively Treating the
Wildland-Urban Interface and to Jearn moze
about Southwest Forest Alliance campaigns.

The Southwest Forest Alliance is a
coalition of sixty-three environmental and
comumunity orgamizations in Arizona and New
Mexico working together to protect old growth
Jorests and restore damaged forest ecosystents
and watersheds.
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News from the Chair

Don Dearholt

The first Gathering of the Green was held on Friday, September 28, 2001, at Preciado Park on the
NMSU campus, from abowt 5:30 until after 8:00 p-m. It was intended for ali who are interested in
conservation and environmental issues. Forty adults were in attendance, fepresending (at last count)
fourteen conservation organizations having local presence. After a fine potiuck dinner, time was
provided for all organizations o describe their objectives and current projects, and thus facilitate the
potential synergy from common interests; indeed, several poiats of conunon interest became evident
as the discussion proceeded. It appears that a likely outcome will be to have monihty or bimonthly
breakfast or lunch meetings of representatives from these organizations,

General Meetings

Executive Comnittee Meetings are typically the first Wednesday of the month--all members are
welcome to altend. Call Cheryll at 524-4861 for time and piace.

COMING EVENTS:

Outings

Baylor Pass Hike: Salurday, November 17, Over and back. This is a moderate rated day hike of about
12 miles. Phone 522-4527 for departure time and place and to obtain more informarion.

There is likely 10 be a cross-country skiing outing in January if there is interest and if weather and
SIOW pernut.

Potluck Party

December 14 ¢:00-9:00 p.m. at the Mesilla Visitor Center. The visitor center is located on the west
side of Highway 28, just north of the stoplight on Highway 28 at Calle Pacian/Boutz. This is a small
building across from San Andres High Schoot, in the middle of the block between Calle Parian/Boutz
and Calle Santiago. Parking is adjacent and to the north of the building. Bring a dish and your own
plate/utensils, we'll provide drinks, If you'd like to bring a reading having environmental interest, or
4 song to play or sing or lead, please do so. Interested persons and members are welcome! Call

The Log--So.New Mexico Group News

=Bl

Cheryll at 526-6220 {daytime) for more information/divections,
Dog Canyon South of Alamogorde

December 8, Saturday, Moderate day hike; call 522-4527 for meeting time and more information.

Rabbit Ears Plateau in the Organs

January 12, Saturday, this is a strenuons day hike with off trail scrambling. Call 522-4527 for more

information.

Cloudcroft Cross Country Ski Trip
January 26, Saturday, hope for snow! Call 526-78117 Jor details.

PROGRAMS

Thursday, Nov. 15: Watershed Problems in New Mexico Dr. Karl Wood, Director of the Waler Re-
sources Rescarch Institute, NMSU. 7:00 p.n., SH 107, on the NMSU camps.

Thursday, Jan. 17: Border Environmental Health Problems in Southern New Mexico. Vicki Simons,
7:00 p.m., SH 107, on the NMSU campus.

Border Environmental Health Coalition, Inc.
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Candidate statements:

Cheryll Blevins: | have been on the excomm since 1985,
serving in various capacities as past chair and vice chair
and currently, treasurer. Our membership in Southern NM
has increased, but we still need for members to actively
participate. Recent current avents will bring the return of
pressure to use and exploit resources on our public lands.
However, cpportunities are created to revive concerns
from years past that focused on decreased reliance on
fareign oil by supporting renewable energy, energy con-
servation, and new technology. Now would be an excel-
fent time for mernbers to become involved in issues they
care about that will affect us nationally and locally. | hope
there will be an active constituency here in Southern
N.M. and that my contribution can help.

Don Dearholt: [ was active in the SNMG, serving as chair
and in other capacities, prior to departing for Mississippi
in the suramer of 1990, and have enjoyed immensely be-
ing back in the southwest for a litlle over a year. 'm inter-
asted in revitafizing the SNMQG, and urge all who would
likke to help in this effort to call me (505-522-3035) to dis-
Cuss ways we may work together in helping the SNMG
reach its considerable potential. Your suggestions and
energy are hereby solicited--please join us!
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General Meetings
All meetings are held in the upstairs rooms in Mesa Public
Library at 7 PM and are open 10 the public. General meetings
are on the first Wednesday, conservation meetings the second
Wednesday, and excom meetings the third Wednesday.

Other Meetings:

November 7th:

Meet John Mack, the new Chief of Resource Management at
Bandelier National Monument. He came io Bandelier from
Yellowstone, where he became an expert on bison, He will
speak to us or bison and bison management.

December Sth:

Dr. John Brown, Directer of Los Alamos National

Laboratory, will be the speaker at our gencral meeling. He will
address the environmental work the Laboratory is invotved in. A
Question and answer period will follow his preseatation.

Outings
November 3
Hilee the East Fork of the Jemez River. Far more infornation call Mirlam Qudejans and Warren Steckie , 672-0414

December 7.9
Join Bev and Fred Hartline and Rainer Bleck for a reprise of the Pajarito Group's very successful weekend camping and birding trip last

~December.to Bosque del Apache.. The campground Is car.accassible, off the.main road inside the reserve, Port-a-potties, picnic tables
and : : il TAENES

fire grate available. The winter bird population should be well established by then. Camping is limited to the first 30 who sign up (others
interested in joining the birdwatching activities can arrange for and stay in lodging in Secorro or other nearby communities). Imagine
going to sleep and waking up among tens of thousands of snow geese and cranes! Be prepared for cold nights. Call 630-243-6494 or

email fohart! @earthlink.net for more information or to sign up. Note: you must register in advance, and we especially welcome knowl-
edgable birders.

Lack under Santa Fe Group for more outings in northern New Mexico.
Notices:
You now can accesses The Pajarito Group's link an the Sferra Glub web page at

hitp:friogrande.sierraciub.org/pajarito/

Elections:

The Pajarito Group of the Sierra Club has seven ExCom members. Three of those will be carrying-over: Matt Heavner, Abe Jacobson,
and Chuck Pergler. Four members will be sesking (re)election; Jody Benson, lise Bleck, Carole Jacobson, and Kim Manley. Their
candidate statements follow:

Jody Benson: She got recruited to the Pajarito Groupin 1997, and since then, has worked with local development and sprawl
issues. Although her personal views are radical in that she prefers no open-space development at all, her goals are: to end
sprawl onto public lands, guide new development o *brown fields® rather than breaking vacant lands, and

heip private-lands developers understand how they can enhance both their profits and the community's quality-of-life by
building with a focus on the environment.

Iise Bleck: [ have been an active member of the Sierra Club for 25 years. | lived in Miami, Florida for 22 of those years, where
! served as an outings leader and was responsible for the labeling and mailing of the monthly newsletier. In Los Alamos | am
currently serving as chair of the Pajarito Group and as the group representative to the Rio Grande Chapter.

Carole Jacobson: The Pajarito Sierra Group offers an epboriunity for action through valunteerism. The club could be pivotal in
building bridges with the Forest Service and the Native American and Hispanic communities. For example, at a time of
diminished funding, the Forest Service uses volunieers to alleviate a potential abuse of archaeclogical sites by recreational
and traditional users. Beside road and canyen clean-up, and forest thinning, the Pajarito Group should be in a postion to
initiate other craative volunteer programs.

Kim Manley: Dr. Kirn Manley, currentiy a teacher and consulting geciogist in Los Alamos, has taught college-fevel geoiogy
courses intermittentiy for over 30 years and has been a mapping geologist for the US Geological Survey for 10 years. Her
special interests include the geologic history of north-central New Mexico, the characteristics of Dinosaur gastroliths, geo-
logic education, and the interrelationships of humans with the rescurces of thelr planet.
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Central New Mexico Group News

ENTRAL NEW MEXICO
Grour NEWS

New Threat to Petroglyph National Monument

Witlt help from Mayor Fim Baca, Petroglyph Natienal Monument has been protected from desecretion, so far....
Once newly-efected Mayor Martin Chavez takes office on December 1st, new threats are almost certain as he has already announced
he will sake action to push the road through as soon as he can.

WE MUST STOP THIS ROAD, BECAUSE....

1. It bisects a National Monument, which would set a precedent that could have dire consequences for the integrity of all our
wonderful National Parks and Monuments.

2. 1t will cost the rest of us taxpayers alot of meney to build, meney that even Mayor-Elect Chavez says the City doesn’t have.

3. It will do little or nothing to fessen the iraffic probiems on the West Side, as all current residents live this side of the Menument.
4. Tf buil, it wilt increase sprawl with the resulting deterioration of air quality and increased traffic caused by longer trips.

5. 1t desecrates a place of special religious significance to our Native American friends.

By the time you read this, the Club will be hard at work on our campaign to prevent this road.

We would really appreciate your help as we undertale this campaign. Here are seme things you can do.
Call your City Councilors and tell them you are opposed to a road thirough the Monument.
- Call incumbent councilars Vinee Griego (Dist 2), Brad Winter (Dist 4), Hess Yatema (Dist &) or Greg Payne (Dist 8) at 768-3100,

- Call newly elected councilors Miguel Gomez (Dist 1), Eric Griege (Dist 3), Michael Cadigan (Dist 5), Sally Mayer (Dist 7) or
Tina Cumnins (Diss 9) after they take office on December Lst at the same number. : s B

Contact Jennifer de Garmo, our Conservation Organizer, at 505-243-7767 or jennifer.de.garmo@sierraciub.org to join us.

Albuquerque Elects Pro-Environment City Council Candidates
by Richard Barish
The recent Albuguerque municipal elections yielded mixed results for the Club. Long- time Club member and environmentalist Jim Baca tost his
bid for reelection as mayar of Albuguerque. Jim is truly one of us and will be greatly missed by those of us working oo environmental issues
involving the City. We wish Jim & lot of huck in whatever comes next. We know our paths will cross again Turther down the road,

Albuguerque municipal elections did yield a much more environment-friendly City Council. Club-endorsed candidates Eric Griego in District 3
and Miguel Gomez in District 1 both won their races. Anather pro-environment candidate with whom the Club has much in common, Michael
Cadigan, won in District 5. These new councilors could combine with incumbents conncilors Hess Yntema and Vince Griego to create a pro-
envitonument majority on many issues.

One of the pleasures of being invoived in political issues on wehalf of the Club is the opporlunity to meet aid work with Club members who care
passionately about protecting the environment and who chieerfully sacrifice their precious free time 1o help clect pro-environment candidates. This
election was no exception. Yemane Asmerom was the driving foree behind the Club’s work on the Baca campaign, Yemane was tireless in his
cfforts to organize activists and conlact eur memmbership to ensure that Jim got solid support from environmental voters. Yemane has been a long-
time activist with Amnesty International, and it was a wenderful to have him employ his considerable talents and energy on behalf of the Club.

The Club also would not have been niearly as effective without the organization efforts of Club stalwart Susan Gorman, And thanks are due to all
Clsb members who contributed their time to lielp in the Club’s clectoral efforts, which include Anna Ahlander, Jean Brocklebank, Blair Brown,
Kathryn Chaney, Jennifer and Andrew de Garmo, Martin Heinrich, Julic Hicks, Cherrie Hoffman, Bob Langsencamp, J im Lewis, Susan Mattin,
Michelle Meadors, Rosemary Molear, Ann Paff, Dimitrios Pappas, Rose Rowan, Dave Simon, Eric Smith, Macy Lou Soreuson, Gwen Wardwelt
Jon Weiss, and Susan Yacenda, I'm sure I've unintentionally omitted more than one member who warked for our endorsed candidates, but your
efforts were greatly appreciated, one and ali}

>

Drink the Rio Grande..? Slow Progress....

In pasl issues, we lzave reporied on the progress of the City of Albuquergue’s
Monday, November 19th at 7:30PM pian to divert water from the Rio Grande, treat the water in a new treatment
MEXICAN WOLF INTRODUCTION plant and provide it 1o all ef us through the Cily's water system.

At this time we can report continued but slow propress.  We now understand

i £ the Mexican Wolf introducti He will that the relcase date for the Draft Environmertal Impact Statement (DEIS) for
irector of the Mexican Wolf introduction program. He will presenta e ity of Albuquerque’s Drinking Water project s slipped further to late

‘f‘lk and slide show to bring us up to date on progress of the introdue-  November or carly Deccmber. We don't know whty but suspect it has to with
lion effosts so far, and share his thoughts on the future of the program.  {he change of administration.

General Meeting Programs

Jain David Parsons, formerly of US Fish and Wildlife Service, and

Where: The Unitarian Church at 3701 Carliste NE, at the comer of So, lot's watch for the release notice in the newspapers or on the City’s website
Comanche, in the Social Hall. (wwnw.caba.gov) and plan to be involved. 1s important that we do this project

There will no General Meeting in December. right!
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Exccutive Committee Elections ™

Bailots for both the Rio Grande Chapter and the Central New Mexico
Group are included in this newletter. They ase located on the back of
the outside page.

All Central Group members shouid vote for candidates for the Execu-
tive Committees of both the Rio Grands Chapter and the Ceniral New
Mexico Group. (You are a member of the Central New Mexico Group
if the number 1701 appears at the top of your mailing label.)

Once the ballot kas been marked, it should be mailed back 1o the
Election Committee address listed on the ballot.

Candidate statements for the Central New Mexico Group candidate are
below. Statements for the Chapicr Executive Committee are presented
elsewhere in this newspaper.

PLEASE VOTE. MAIL BALLOTS BY NOVEMBER 25th

Ceniral New Mexico Group Candidate Statement
Richard Johnson

Richard Johnson (Rick) is a Professor of Rhetoric and Writing at the
University of New Mexico. There, e teaches courses in writing,
including nature and science writing. He also writes grants for the
Storehouse, an Albuquerque food and clothing shelter.

Rick is particularly interested in changing the parameters of our usua
dialogue about the environment. A convert of Aldo Leopold, he wants
to figure out how to overtum the “resource management” ideology that
drives muck of business and government, replacing it with a more
sustainable land ethic. He wants public figures to learn how to “think
like o mountain.”

The experience Rick would bring to the position are persuasion, public
relations, fund-raising, and an ability to work with the media. He has
lived in Albuquerque for seven years, and he sees water usage and
sprawl as the primary issucs facing Albuquerque and New Mexico, His
ideat world would be one in which biotic concerns are a central feature

Qf planning, not an afterthought or a “personat virtue.” )

Wilderness: Feeding the Soul, Calming the Spirit
By Sean Saville

In the 1920%s, Will Dilg, founder of the [zaak Wallon League, one of the
oidest conservation groups in America wrote, “ I am weary of
civilization’s madness and I yearn for the hannoenious gladness of the
woods and of the streams. [ am tired of your piles of buildings and 1
ache from your iren streets. [ feel jailed in your greatest cities and [
long for the unhamessed freedom of the big outside.” When times arc
tough and humar spirits are heavy with the shocking images of hatred
and aggression, many of us tum o nature (e give us a fresh perspective.
Sometimes fresh air, rustling aspen leaves, a breathtaking vista or a
babbling brook is all the solace needed to ease a heavy heart. Getling
out in a wild location we seem to remember the bigger picture where we
are all connected 1o one another and 1o this great expansive natural
world.

A Wilderness experience can be humbling and rightly so. After all, we
do not control nature, we are merely guests in its vast splendor. Here in
New Mexico we are lucky that we have so many great wild places to
find solitude and a moment of clarity. Right in our own backyards in
Albuguerque and Santa Fe we have easy access to the beautiful Sandia
and Pecos Wilderness areas. 1t is in places like these that peaple find
the sources of their inner peace. Wilderness areas and other remote wild
lands offer humanity a chance to conncct their spirits with those of the
natural world, The existence of these places is especially important in
{imes of tragedy or upheaval, Therc is something about being in a
beautifisl setting away from the noise and distraction of the city that
calms the soul and forces one 1o look inside. Tranguility and salitude
aid in introspection, which aids in coming to ternns with the obstacles
we face.

Wilderness areas play a key role in allowing humans the oppertunity to
learn about their wild heritage. Being in a wild location reminds us of
our roots in this earth and why it is so important that we take ai active
rale in advocating for (he protection and continued responsible manage-
ment of our wonderful Wilderness areas. In the spirit of patriotism it is
our duty as Ameticans to speak up for the protection of the few remain-
ing fragments of original America that instill pride in us all. Let’s keep
it wild and free.

- Office Helper -~ Fotks wha can spare a couple of hours:aweek o, -

Central New Mexico Group

PO Box 25342
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87125-5342

Exccutive Committee (area code 505)

Blair Brown 259-7190 bbtzirb2@aol.com
Steve Capra 843-8696 scapra@nmwild.org
Kellic Goudrean 232-372] kelic@unm.edu
Martin Heinrich 232-7151 mtheintich@aol.com
Edward Sullivan 259-5966 sully@nmwild,org

The Exceutive Committee normaliy meets on the 2nd Monday of each
moenth at 7PM. We meet at various locations, so please centact ong of
us for the meeting location, or if you have issucs you would iike to
discuss, The meetings are {ree and open to all members,

Project Leaders (avea cade 505)

Conservation Chair

Steve Capra 343-8656 scapraf@nmwild.crg
Membership Open
River Issues

Richard Barish 232-3113 rdbarishi@acl.com
Qutings

David Ther 260-1553 grelbik@worldnet.att.net
Pragrams Open
Water Open

The Central New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club
depends on the efforts of volunteers.
To join us, give any of us a call,

Volunteer Opportunitics
Programs Qrganizer - Someone who ceuld help us organize our
monthly Generai Membership meetings. The more interesting tasks are
finding interesting programs and coordinating with presenters, but you
can also help writing the radio announcements and providing theta to
the radio stations, and preparing and mailing ¢he postcard we send our
members. No experience is necessary and we’li help you get going.

pickup our mail and direct it to the proper peaple. We witl show you
what to do. 1U's not hard and yeu can work en yotr owt schedule.
Greal way to Icarn about the Club and the issues we're all working on.
Contact Steve Capra, 232-3721, scapra@nmwiid.org or
Blair Brown, 259-7190, bblairb2@aol.com

Qutings
Saturdays, November 3rd and 10tz Desert Exploratory Hilkes
Come and visit some of New Mexico’s most incredible and beautiful
landscapes hidden in ils desert places, Strangely eroded and colorful
rocks, badlends, precipitous cliffs, outstanding vistas, mysterious
narrow and winding canyons, archeological sites, petrified forests and
other fossils, historic inscriptions, stane tools, pottery, pictographs and
pelroglyphs are some of the discoverics we have inade on the Desert
Exploratory Hikes in the past.
These hikes are not physically difficult, but will require a sense of
adventure on the part of participants. There will rarely be a trail and the
route will be very rocky and uneven at times. Sometimes we scramble
over rock surfaces (non-technical climbing) and walk narrow ledges,
but this is quite often oplional. Typical distance traveled is between 4
and 8 miles and we usnally gain less than 1000 fi. of elevation.
These are joint outings with Qutdoor Adventures for Singles.
Meeting time will vary from 8:30AM to 10AM at Smiths, on Carligle
and Menaul, nearest to Carlisle.
Contact leader as early as previous Wednesday for info on specific hike
jocation and meeting time.
Contact Tom Petencin at 271-9928 or tompeten{@juno.com

Sunday, November 13: Embude Canyon te Three Gun Spring Trail,
Sandia Mountain Witderness. Moderate hike 1o fine viewpoints.
Depending on conditions, may go as far as Oso Pass. Approx, 7 miles
round-trip, with 2000 {t. cievation gain,

Contact David Ther at 260-1553.

Sunday, December 2: Pino Trail to Szudia Crest,

Sandia Mountain Witderness. Good exercise hike to great viewpoins.
Approx. G miles round trip, 2500 f. elevation gain. If there is srow on
the Pino Trail, we will hike into ncarby Domingo Baca Canyen.
Contact David Ther at 260-1553.

Sundays, December 2nd, 9th and 23rd: Desert Exploratery Hikes
(sce above for details)
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The Lorax - El Paso Group

Editorial by Laurenee Gilsson

“Earth to Reyes, Earth to Reyes 28

We sec that you're out there! We Lear you well!
Can you hear us?

The Exgeutive Committee of the E] Paso Regional Group of the
Sierra Club has bezu trying to meet witl Representative Sylvesire
Reyes [or months new. His stalT is very cooperative in all ways:
answeringt our calls, returning our calls, even offering to meet with
us (hemselves. We've actually had a couple dates set which were
then cancelled for emerpencies. And, it appears we're not alone in
our lrustcation at not being able to meet face-to-face with the
Congressman. Our frictds al the Central Labor Union have on
several occasions found themselves meeting with asdes when tliey
expected Reyes himself

Why do we feel it’s important to speal personally with our
Representative? Well, even if we had netling 1o say, we are the local
representatives of flie mest powerful environmental organization in
the ration. But, we o have several things 1o say to our
Congressman:

«  Volumicers representing the people deserve a place at the
discussion table with the pros.

«  His votes on drilling the Alaskan National Wildlile Reluge are
wsacceplable

«  Qur nation’s energy plan needs reorientation toward renewable
resources and higher corporale average fucl cconomy (CAFE)
standards. ’

« W donot like what the North Amencan Free Trade Agreement
{MAFTA) has done to El Pase. YWe will not accept an expansion
of this sacrificial act to our whole naton.

+  Short-circuiting the power of Congress with Fast Track
Autharity for the President in the name of unity n these
troubled limes would crable NAFTA to morph quickly into the
Free Trade Arca of the Americas, an msidious assault on
America’s savercigiity.

We're happy that Me. Reyes is achieving national and international

recagnition. 1lowever. we expect he will still have time to meet wilth

(he little peopie he represents

Colonia Water Issues Hit Home
lyy Jose M. Escobedo

151 Pase Water Ulilities laces many challenges in securing a future
water supply for the city: some fechnical, some social, afl finanetal.
The EPWLs plans for desalinatien, imporation, and reclanation all
carry a hefty price tag. lmplementing these plans sranslates into a
100% incsease in your water bill within the next ien years. It will be
\he poor in our midst, however, who will pay the biggest price for
walter,

Some of the poorest people in our community live in unincorporaied
paits of the county called colos. There are an cstinaled 188
colonias in the county, with approximately 70,000 residents. Some
familics have water hookups, bl
thousands of peaple hive without.
Due lo differeaces i waler districts
and methods of distribulion, the
colonia residents that do have water
are paying an average of lwice as
much as a city ralepayer. What wilt
they pay ten years [tont now?

The celonia water issuc outing was a ihree-hour driving tour of
Sparks aad Callege Park, with twa stops in the homes of tesidents
for discussion. The stories we heard were about the struggles that
thousands of waterless people have had to go through. More than
that. their steries were of perseverance and pride in their
communities.

At the end, our group discussed the relevance of fhe tour i light of
\he Sicrra Clul’s mission. 1 became apparent that the Club should
continue ta speak and act against unscrupulaus developers that
contribute 1o this senscless type of ushan sprawd. Aucthec, very
practical. suggestion was that the Club should focus o encouraging
inere ageressive conservation measures within city planning, as well
as within the home, [t was understeod that extending the life ol the
rapidly-depleling aquifer would mean an extension of loday's
relatively low waler rates.

‘Class Moderale "7 7T

LORAX Editor Wanted

Alicr five years of publishing monthly issues of the LORAX and the
Dbi-monihly E1 Paso scctions of the Sterran, Sally Savage is ready to
move on fo other types of volunteer work, “T moved to El Pase iy
1995 without knowing anybedy or any(hing in the arca,” she said.

“] decided that the best way te find out what's goiag on was to help
out, 1t's been a greal experierce. 1 know that our next editor will also
find the expericnce rewarding.”

i€ you wans to make your voice heatd in helping the environment,
contact Lanrence Gibson at (9151 594-7342 and get involved.

Qutings (Area Code 915}

Oct 28: Narth Franklin Peak Day Hike

Piace: Franklin Mouniains Slate Park

Class: Moderate +

Lenglh: 8 mites

Elevation gair: 2,500 feet

Leader: Terry Sunday: 584-8301 {H}

Frowmn the traillicad in the Tom Mays Unit of Franklin Mountains
State Park, we will ascend ihe 7,192-fool summit of Noith Franklin
Peak via Mandy’s Gap and an endless series of steep switchbacks up
the casten: slape to unparalleled views.

MNov 4: McHittrick Canyon Golors Day Hike
Place: Guadalupe Mountains Nalional Park

Class' Easy

Length: 7 miles

Elevalion gain: None

Leader. Carolina Greenfield: 5984-7342 (H)

Dan't miss the fall foliage at our acarest national pack! Early Sunday
we'll make the two-hour drive to McKitirick Canyon for a leisurely
walk ta the Grotla, where we will have a picnie.

Mov 3-4: Powerhouse Access Road, Whitewater Creek
Backpack

Place Gila Wilderness and National Forest east of Glenwood, New
Mexico

Lenglh' 7-8 miles
Etevalion loss: 2,000 feet
Leader Rollin Wickenden: rwickgila@aol com

It ias been a Jong while since we approached the wonderlu§ old
powerhousc site from this angle. We will hike in on the Powerplant
Road just below histeric Mogallon, climbing 300 feet up ever e
Goid Dust ridge, then descending 1,300 feel 1o Whitewater Creck at
the Powerhouse. We'll eamp oear the Powerhouse and hike out
Sunday on the famous “Gold Dust” {rail.

Nov 11: Achenbach Canyon Day Hike
Place. Crgan Mounlains Easl of Las Cruces
Glass: Moderate

t.ength: 5 miles

Elevalion gain: 1,400 feet

Leader: Dave Roberisan; 598-7554 {H)

‘The Organs hold many sccret places and Achenbach Canyen ss one
of thase. Wilhin just a few steps one can disappear from the city up
a grassy canyon, over a ridge, and into a quict, hidden, streanbed
featuring dry waterfalls and beautiful rocks. Brinyg Fido(a).

Nov 17: Cockes Range Exploration
Place: BLM Wilderness NE of Deming, N
Class, Easy o slrenuous

tenglh: 3-8 miles

Elevalicn gain. 0-2,000 feet

Leadar: Jim Scanien. {505) 524-6723 (H)

Stervans are vited to join our friends at the New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance for this cxploration of the Cookes Range. You
can walk back in Listory to e site of a stageconch ambush on the
famous Butterficld Traid, explore the ruing of Fort Cumimings, ar get
a workout bushwhacking sp to the summit of spectacular Caokes
Peake. Jinw will present our October General Mecting program.

Nov 23-25: Thanksgiving Gila Wilderness Backpack
Place: Mogolion Greek north of Cliff, New Mexico

Class: Moderate

Length: 14 miles

Elevation gain. 1,400 feel

Leader: Laurence Gibsorr 584.7342

This backpack will begin carly Friday moming from the 916 Ranch
sraithead north of CHIT, NM. Saturday wils be aboul the same
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distance, but more of a ¢lallenge as we climb out of (e gorge,
traverse over to the West Fork of the Mogollon, climb 900 feet out
traversing cast again, and drop down the slippery trail into Rain
Creek to catnp. Sunday moming we'li waik 2 miles te the vehiclos,

Nov 25: B-36D Bomber

Crash Site Day Hike

Place: Franklin Meunlains State Park, £l Paso
Class; Moderate {rock scrambling)

Length: 2 miles

Elevation gain: 1,000 feet

Leader: Terry Sunday: 584-8301 (H)

On December 11, 1953, a buge ten-engine United States Air Force
B-36D bomber crashed in the Franklin Mountains while trying to
land at Biggs Air Force Base in a snowstorm, None of the ning crew
members survived the crash. In some places, the soil still shows
signs of the fucl-fed fire that raged here. i's a sleep, rugged off-trail
scramble up a rocky gully. Wear good bools and be prepared for
scratchies and abrasions.

The Tax Hike

Date: September 25, 2001
Ptace: El Paso, Texas

Class; Moderate

Elevation gain: 11.8%
Leader: Mayor Ray Caballero
This trip is only the first of severad needed to transform Tl Paso inte
a worlé-class city, All (hat this panticular hike will zccomplish is
restoration of services that bave been trimmed away over tlie past
years. [t will cost a middle class citizen hiker about $6 a mouth. It is
Thoped that later trips down tltis road will fund a city-wide bike path
systein, a park at the Jobe Quarry on the mountam, open space af 1l
cnlrances ta the cily, and a population center downlown with Austin
and San Antonio-type quality-of-life perks! How much per month
waould that be worth? Contact the leader soon if interesied.

inner City Outings
by Mary Lou Parker

50-Mile Bicycle Ride Tops ICO Summer Activities

Gelling Leenagers up for a bike ride that begins at 6:20 on 2 Sunday
stoming 15 quile a trick, but (wo youngsters set oul for their longest
bicyele trip yel on September 30 for the Chile Pepper Challenge.
The Taner City Cutings (1CO) bays were pard of 300 rders in the
event spansered by the El Paso Bicycle Club. While that pair started
out with the elite adull cyclists, twe more youths showed up for a
21-mile ride witls leaders Richard Rlieder, Ed Macbetls, and Lisa
Tomaka. Forlunately their starl ttme was 9 AM.

This event was the cultnination of a busy bicycling sunsmer lor [CO,
an oulreach organizaticn of the Sierra Club. Nine biking trips with
the Children’s and Adolescents' Mental Health Program Services
unit (ChAMHPS) of the Life Management Organizalion this suniner
prepared these boys {and eight others wha were unable to attend for
i Paso’s biggest bicycling event.

Special thanks goces to Lisa, £d and Ann Macbetl, James Herrera,
Mary Lou Pasker, and Richard Rheder for their abilily to withstand
“eaclus cticounters”, begimmning bicyclists” daring-do, and the
summer’s sun and anselenting leat. An cven bigper thanks goes 1o
Crazy Cat Cyclery, which kept the bicycles tuned up and ready to go.

* The El Paso Bicycle Club was also generous enough to allow 100

members to joirs their “beginner rides™ with Ted Wehmeyer, Patty
Chamales, and Junc Walton as especially patient leaders. ’

Annual Holiday Party December 2

Especially in turbulent times, it’s important to gather with old friends
and give thanks for the bounly we share in 1he United States. Let's
make the 2001 annual Holiday Party really special. We'll pather at 4
PM en Becember 2 for a potluck at UTEP's Afumni Lodge. Delails
will follow in the next LORAX.

Sierra Club - El Paso Regional Group Directory (Area Code 915) W
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Santa Fe Group News

SANTA FE GROUP MEETINGS

Tuesday, November 20, 7 PM
THE BLACK BEAR IN NEW MEXICO

This fall black bears have been major news in Northern New
Mexico, and many of us even saw one near our homes or ficlds.
Over 200 of those bears were killed by landowners, field officers or
automobiles, One woman was reported to have been killed and a
Boy Scout injured in separate attacks. The Game & Fish
Department was asked urgently for answers and solutions. The
Game & Fish Commission was convinced the answer lay in
drastically reducing the bear population. Environmentalists believed
the answer lay in not attracting bears to unprotected garbage and
other food sources in the first place. Is there a "right” answer? Is the
population out of control? What can we expect in the future?

Bill Dunn, Supervising Biologist for the Predator and Gamebird
Section of NM Game & Fish, will try to answer some of those
questions. He will also share the results from the just-released study
of black bear ccology in New Mexico. Commissioned in 1991 and
issued this Jast September, this definitive analysis of black bears in
MNew Mexico was conducted by the Game & Fish Department and
the Hornocker Wildiife Institute. From it should emerge a true
management plan for the black bear in our state.

All those interested in how we share space with animals high up
on the food chain should be sure to attend this presentation. As Bil
said recently, "Sometimes I envy the shark biclogists in Florida."

All mestings, outings, and activities
are FREE end apen to the public.

Membership meetings ere held at the Unitarian Church
107 W, Barcelona St (between Galisteo and Don Gaspar),

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR Doug Fraser

We had a saccessful yard sale on October 6. Particular thanks 1o

Norma McCallan for her organizing skills, as well as toall her
volunteers, and grateful thanks to Carol Owens for hosting the event
at her home. Please take note of the Holiday party on Saturday,
Drecember 15, at the Commons on ‘West Alameda. We have always
had a very successful event and I fielly expect another this year.

Vote for both your group and your chapter officials by November
30 - the ballots are included at the end of the newsletter.

Finally and most importantly, please write Senator Bingaman and
ask for his support on America’s Red Rock Wilderness Act, SB 786,
which is comprehensive, involves the whele the state and will protect
over 9 million acres of Utal's premier landscape. Also ask Senator
Bingaman to oppose the Pilot Peaks bill, HB 2488, since this bill is
the weaker of the two and the area is already included in the more
comprehensive Senate bill. Please send a thank you note to
Representative Tom Udall who is on board on both these jssies.

WATER IN SANTA FE

In the continuing discussions within the City and the County,
therc needs to be more respect given to the community at large
rather than listening to the noise and fixing the "squeaky wheel.”

Yes, there is water in the Rio Grande we can use. We would be
wise 10 use some of that water when there is enough snowpack, We
cannot continue to consume our aquifers without pronounced
effects on both us and our neighbors. But we cannot use all the
water in the gver without pronounced effects on the river.

Yes - change is hard, and if you are a decision maker, there is
much pressure from many directions. Water planners are looking
hard at drawing the San Juan-Chama water that has been diverted
into the Rio Grande and others at acquiring rights from farms both
up and down the Rio Grande. Any diversion deserves an integrated
examination and must be examined in the context of a single
environmental impact statement.

Several resources are available to learn more. The League of
Women Voters here in Santa Fe has recently completed a summary
and assessment of various water plans that have appeared over the
Tast fow years. Give them a holler at 982-9766. Judy Stevens of The
Santa Fe Land Use Resource Center has also developed an
excellent study of waler options for Santa Fe. Their web site is
www.sflurc.com or you can call them at 982.4732.

... John Buchser, Water Issue Corumittee Chair, Santa Fe Group

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY

Saturday, December 15, 6 — 9 PM
The Commuons, 2300 West Alameda
(at the SW corner af Camino Carlos Real)

This year the liolidays will have more importance in our lives
than ever, Use our annual potluck holiday party as an opportunity
1o give thanks for our old friends and meet new people and to help
you renew your commitment to the environment and our great
country. Please invite family and friends. For each person coming to
the party, bring eight servings worth of one of the following:
appetizer, main dish, casserole, vegetable, meat dish, salad, bread,
dessert. If you are not into cooking, bring wine, beer or froit juice.
This is a beautiful, fully equipped kitchen, and there is an oven for
warming, a refrigerator, serving dishes, plates, silverware, cte.

Call host Ken Hughes (474-0550) or Norma MecCallan (471-3005)
if you have questions. After supper, we will have a big treat ...

NATIVE AMERICAN SACRED PLACES: Stories on the Wind

For thousands of ycars, American Indians lived in hasmony with
a landscape that connected them fo their Creator. From the teaming
abundance of the Olympic rainforest to the stearning Everglades,
from high desert mesas across the mouatains where the sun riscs
over gray-blue ocean, they carved their memory into secret places.

This program by Sierrans and Sanigs Feans Chorlotte and
Lerran Meares creates awareness that sacred places everywhere are
ndangered and may become little more than stories on the wind.

Charlotte, a former editor and published author, has a financiai

¢ planning practice in Santa Fe. Lorran Is an imernationally
j recognized photographer who has created images for numerous

publications, including 2 Special Edition Calendar for the Sierra
Cluty,

CONSERVATION CHAIR
crver AHORE ON, BLACK BEARS.

Oa September 21, the New Mexico Game & Fish Commission
met in Alboquerque to decide the fate of the beleaguered black
bear in our state; however, the bear did not fare well at their hands.
With credit to the Game & Fish Department, sound
recommendations were made and supported by a broad base of
evidence and cxpert opinion. The issues of spring hunting and a
pursuit seasen were excluded from those recommendations.

What we got from the visibly bored and inattentive
commissioners was perhaps worse. The hunting scason for black
bear in 2002 will start August 1 instead of October 1. Thus, instead
of a pursuit season in which bears are treed but not killed, we will
have a full-blown rifle season. August and September are those
critical periods when bears need to fatten to survive the winter and
have enough energy to support successful pregnancies. Additionally
for the hikers and campers among us, we will have rifle hunters and
dog packs sharing the forest in a dangerous way.

1f you are interested in bear or other predator issues, plan to
come 1o our Tuesday, November 20, general meeting. Bill Dunn,
Supervising Biologist in the Predator and Gamebird Managemment
Section of the NM Game & Fish Department, will share the results
of the long-awaited bear report. As they say in the movies, "It was
ten years in the making" We may also have an opportunity to get a
glimpse into the future of non-human predators in our state.

Cliff Larsen

YARD SALE A SUCCESS

Beaucoup thanks to all of you wio brought in items to sell, and
to the volunieers who helped with this recent event, including
Bernard Preskin, Lionel Sorraco, and Priscills Fietds who priced
itemns the afternoon before; Doug & Kathy Fraser, Eleanor
Eisenmenger, Jan Kindel, Carol Szpakowski, Paut Golding, and
Priscilla, Bernard, and Bob McKee who set up andfor tended the
sale; and to Virginia Westray and Toni Duggan who each offered a
vehicle for pickups, And especially we are grateful to Carol Owens,
who provided her driveway and garage as well as her warm
hospitality and long hours of pricing and selling. Re-using and re-
cycling help our community, lessen the impact on landflls, and save
resources, as well as being a source of funding for our Group.
Again, thanks to all ... Norma McCallan, Chair, Yard Sale
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SANTA FE GROUP QUTINGS

Sat Sun NMovember

3

10

7

24

Sulings Hotes - Unless olherwisa nated,

Yery Strenuons Hike to Santa Fe Baldy, 14 miles, 3600" gais.
PLil Somervell {473-4797)

4 Easv/Moderate Hike on Frey Trail in Bandelier, 6 miles, 500
gain. Leave 9 AM [rom office or call leader 1o meet at
McDonalds in White Rock at 10 AM. Viclor Atyas (438-9434)
Eagy Bird Walk - bring binoculars, Ron Dulfly (982-2850)

11 Moderate Hike Atalaya Mountain in town, 7 miles, 1860' gain,
Leave 9:30 AM. Heather Liston (982-8715)

Easy Hike Cerrillos Hills County Park. 4 to 5 miles, aot much
elevation gain. Dogs allowed, Leave 0 AM. Robert McKee
(672-3426 or 471-0005 after Friday afternoon)

18 Strenuous Hike fo Rancho Viejo, 11.5 miles, 2300 gain. Leave
9 AM. For reservation, David Bryant (505-757-3477)

Ensy Hike on the tew DALE BALL NORTH SECTION trait
loop in Santa Fe's foothitls, Dogs on leash OK. Leave 9:30
AM. Norima McCallan (471-0005)

25  Strenuous Hike to San Miguel reins in Dome Wilderness,

Bandelier, rough tereain. Norbert Spertich {983-1962)

alf outings leave from the Siotre office, 621 Ol

Santa Fa Trall, *Plaza Daosira,” just sctih of Kaune's Grocery at the comer of Old SF Trail
and Pasoo de Feralta, Crpooling will be arrangod, Each hiker should come prepared to
pay 5¢ & mile ta the diiver of the car in which sfhe rides. Bring a lunch, water, sturdy
hiking boots or shoes, and clothing sultable for the wealher - lander resarvas the right to

fuin away anyone whose equipment of patl fitahl

Lender has right

1o alter dustination ol hike or cancal irip due o weathar, unfavorablo conditiens, or

insuffici
from parents or guardi

tnumbers of particiy 1 P -iuu'mfnorsmuslhavawrinanpmmisslan

1o participalo; ¢ Issicn forms are available at the Stetra Club

office. Dogs not permitted on hikes unloss noted otherwise. Telnphone leader for dalails
of tha Individual hike. To participate, you will noed 1o sign a labillity waiver. If you would

Fike to yond a copy of the waiver, see http:fivwew.aierraclub,org)

Sat Sun [January 2002 .

5

i2

26
26

Chair — Doug Fraser *
Vice-Chair ~~ Barbara Johnson *
Secrctory/T'reas — Lionc] Soracca

Political Committee—Susan Martin *
Membership —Nomna McCallan *
Newsletter/Publicity — Kay Carlson

forms

Modernte X-Country Trip if snow is good, otherwise Moderate
Hike. Dogs okay if hike. Lve 9 AM. Lionel Sornceo (983-6715)
G Moderate Hike, dogs okay. Tobin Oruch (820-2844)

X-Country Ski Workshop for skiers with limited experience
who wani to improve their techniques, including downhili,
speed control and confidence in backcountry touring. If time
allows, lessons will be followed by a short ski lour. Call by
Thursday, January 10, Gordon Spencer (672-3707)

13 Moderate Snowshoe Trip near Ski Basin. Marsha Skillman at
work {983-7323)
Moderate/Strenuous Hike in Ojito Wilderness Study Aren,
road conditions permitting. Off-trail hiking, some rough

<), terrain. Steve Markowitz (1-505-797-5833) or Norbert Sperlich
(983-1962)

20 'Easy/Moderate Hike on Rail Trail from Highway #285 to 9
Mile Road (with car shuttle}. 7 miles total. Dogs okay. Leave
9:30 AM. Norma McCallan (471-0005)
Easy Bird Walk — bring binocalars. Ron Duffy (982-2890)
Engy Mouutain Bike Trip on West Rim Frail, overlooking the
Taos Box. Flat terrain, great views. 19 miles RT. Leave 9 AM.
Michael DiRosa (663-0648)

27  Petroglyph Hike with Rock Art Expert and Author Dennis
Slifer. Call Norbert Sperlich (983-1962)

¢ ¢ SANTA FE GROUP OFFICERS AN

474-7615 / 662-4104 fax
466-463% lmah3@acl.com
983-6715

988-5206 smartin@lanl.gov
471-0005 mnccatlan@mindspring.com
982-3926 kcarlsonwp@earthlink.net

Phone Tree ~— Dee Sands 455-3003
Chapter Rep — Doug Fraser * 4747615
Outings — Norbert Sperlicly 083-1962

— Tobin Onuch 820-2844 oruch@lanl gov

Sat Sun  December

1

15

22

29

please check the Pajarito Group page(s) in this newsletter.

621 Old Santa Fe Trail, Suite 10, Plaza Desira, Santa Fe, NM 87505

Grovp Execulive Commilless

Conservation — Ciiff Larsen *
Mining — CIiff Larsen *
Water-Fohn Buchser *

National Parks-Courtney White *
Rongelands-Roger Peterson

30 Moderate Hike in Caja del Rio. Norbert Sperlich (983-1962)
PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE OUTINGS LEADER

http:/fwww.riogrande.siciraclub.org/santafe/kome.html

s ias

D COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ ¢

Moderate/Strenuous Hike to Queen Mary Mesa/Otowi Mesa.

Rough terrain, some scrambling. Leave 9 AM. For
reservations, call Steve Markowitz (1-505-797-5833),
Easy/Modepate Hike in Cerriflos Hills. Meet at 9 AM jn front
of Walgreens, Villa Linda Malt. Victory Atyns (438-9434)
Easy Mountnin Bike Trip to the Cajn del Rio. 18 mifes RT,
400" elevation gain, Leave 9 AM. For reservation, calf Miclael
DiRosa (663-0648)

Beginners Snoywshoe Wike near Ski Basin, if there is suow. For
delails call Marsha Skillmnan at work (983-7323},

Modernte Hike Leave 9 AM. Beather Liston (982-9715)
Petroplyph Hike with Rock Art Expert and Author Dennis
Slifer to Petroglyph Hill in Galisteo Basin. Easy hike o site,
but tough terrain at the petroglyphs. Some scrambling
tequired, Wear hiking boots, Leave 9 AM. Reservations
Norbert Spertich (983-1962)

Modernte X-Country Ski Trip if there is suow, otherwise
Maderate Hike. Dogs okay if hike. Leave 9 AM. Lionel
Soracce (983.6715)

Moderate Mountain_Bike Trip into Cochiti Cunyon, 16 miles
RT, 1300° climb. Leave 9 AM. Michael DiRosa (663-0648)

16 Moderate Hike, dogs okay. Tobin Qruch {820-2844)

Easy Loop Hike at Nun's Cozner, snow conditions permitting.
One steep hill. Dogs okay, Leave 9:30 AM. Norma MeCatlan
(471-0003)

23 No hike leader available.

Ensy Bird Walk - bring binoculars. Ron Dufly (9822800}

PRIOR TO 4 HIKE
FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS,

For additional outings in northern New Mexico,

Santa Fe Group of the Sierra Club

505 - 9832703

GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
Group Conservation Commiltee:
Tuesday, December 4, 6:30 PM Tuesday, Novernber 27, 7 M
Tuesday, January 8, 6:30 PM Tuesday, December 18, 7 PM
Water Pot-Luck (John Buchser’s house [820.0201]):
Monday, November 12, 6:30 PM
Monday, December 16, 6:30 PM

RIO GRANDE SIERRAN NOW ON THE *NET !

smapN dnolr) a4 elues

2E e

466-2128  clarsenl@ix netconr.com
466-2128

820-0201 jbuchser@earthilink.net
982-5502  widwst@r160.com
083-7559  rogpere@aol.com

Carson Not'l Forest-George Grossman 9810
Activist Qutings-Norma McCallan *  471-0005  nmccailan@smindspring.com
Growih-Eleanor Eisenmenger * 820-6402

Paul Paryski *

8911984  pparyski@aclcom

* Member of the SF Group Executive Commuittec
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Santa Fe Group News

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS
Santa Fe Group Executive Comnittee
Ballots are at the end of this newsletter.
Please note that they need to be postmarked by November 30,

JOBN BUCHSER

One clear lesson from the last decade is that many of cur poals
are achievable if we have the ear of responsive politicat officials.
Our conservation goals require political action at 1he local, state,
and national level. It is up to us fo help this process.

I have been deeply involved in several major recent
accomplishments that further the Group goals, most notably: the
public purchase of the Valles Caldera, the election of Tom Udall
o US Representative, and the establishment of ongoing dialogue
about water among local Club, political, and community activists.

My major irterest is in understanding where our increasing
demands on our water supply are taking us ~ both locally, and
along the entire Rio Grande.

1 would appreciate the opporfunity to continue to serve with
the dedicated folks on the Santa Fe Group Executive Comumittee.

ELEANOR EISENMENGER

I am currently a member of the Group Exccutive Committee
and feel that I can make further contributions to the activitics and
projects of the Sierra Club, since T am very much in touch with
the community as a whote through my work as Executive Director
and Chairman of the concert series, 20% Centery Limited. I moved
to Santa Fe in 1994 end have been involved with the
environmental communily — and especially the Sierra Club -~ since
my arrival.

NORMA MCCALLAN

In the marny years I have served on our Group Executive
Commitiee, I have held & number of positions, including Chair,
Vice Chair, Quting Chair, Political and Conservation Committees,
Mentbership Chair, ete. Currentiy I am on the Chapter Exceutive
Committee, am Chapler Outings Chair, and am oa the National
Group & Chapter Outing Committee. ¥ lead trips every month
and have for many scasons. 1 find it valuable to be a part of the
Club in these various contexts, and rewarding to connect with so
many members and dedicated volunteers. I am a retized librarian,
having worked at the State Library for years. In this time of
tragedy, insccurity, and grave threats to the worid, the Club can
play an important role in connecting us back to the land and
mobilizing support for keeping wild lands wild, and reducing
pollutionfconsumption. An important task for our Executive
Commillee is 10 get more of our members active and involved.

COURTNLEY WHITE

1 have served on the Executive Committee of the Santa Fe
Group since 1995 and would be happy to serve another term, if
reelected. I have been active within the environmental movement
since that dark night in 1994 when Newt Gingrich stormed Capitol
Hill and threatened an eatire generation's worth of environmental
legislation. Watching Newt's "revolution” unfold with dismay, I
immediately volunteered for the $iersa Club and participated as a
lobbyist in the 1995 state egislation session, My principal issues of
concern were flakings’ legistation, protection of our public lands,
and enforcement of the Hard Rock Mining Act.

1 am proud of the Santa Fe Group's accomplishments over the
past six years. We've won outright, or were partners in, four
national awards from the Sierra Club - for the newsletter, the
hiking book, the citizen’s guide 10 mining, and a report on urban
sprawl, In addition, we co-published, with the Quivira Coalition, a
report entitled "Environmental Justice and Public Lands Ranching
in Northern New Mexico," anthored by Ernie Atencio, that
positively impacted Club policy at the national level.

I'm proud that the Group has had the courage to stand up for
what it thinks is best for New Mexico’s environment and jts
people. If reelected, 1 intend to encourage the Group to continue
its award-winning ways.

JAN KINDEL

1 have been a member of the Sierra Club since 1983, first in
Houston, Texas, and since 1990 in Santa Fe. I currently serve on
the growth committee for the Santa Fe Group and am the
Chapter designate to the Exccutive Committee of the NM
Coalition for a Livable Future. The Coalition is concentrating its
efforts on affordable housing, transportation and land and water
use. I serve on the land and water use committee. As evidenced
by my chaice of committees, [ care a great deal about our New
Mexice communities. Sprawl and lack of planning is destroying
our beautiful land. Transportation is another serious issue that
Pm concernced about - once new roads are built, devclopment is
ot far behind. The growth committee is working to keep the new
399 bypass a development free zone.

I participate accasionally in Group outings and, because it is
only occasionally, T would like 10 see more easy hikes offered for
our members. 1 would also like to find ways to motivate more

members to become aclively involved in the organization. Serving

on the various committees has greatiy increased my knowledge of
envirenmental issues and allows me to feel more a part of the
solutions.

LIONEL SORACCO

Ld Note: Lionel asked me to write his statement for him: Whether
clected (o the Exccutive Commitice or nos, Lionel will continue
with his duties as Secretary/Treasurer to take minutes and pay the
bills — which he has been doing quite capably for many years. He
also is a dedicated hike and cross-country ski outing leader.

PAUL PARYSKI

I recently moved from Haiti, where I dirccted the United
Nations environmental programs, to Santa Fe, where I have
become very active in the Sierra Club. Appointed member of the
Santa Fe Group Executive Committee, 1 joined Doug Fraser as a
Sierra Club Lobbyist during the 2001 State Legislature Session.
We had a very successful session highlighted by the passage of an
anli-SLAPP bill, of a faw proteeting reptiles and amphibians, of a
number of Jaws regulating water use and the defeat of some very
noxious anti-environment legislation,

Elected vice chair of the Group's conservation committee, 1
also worked on the sprawl committec and represented the Siesra
Club on the County technical waste management contmittee and
on the Open Space and Trails Management Advisory Committee.

I have spent most of my professional fife defending and
protecting the environment, whether with the UN or USAID or
the University of Florida. [ facilitated the establishment of a
national park system and the creation of the Ministry of the
Environment in Haiti, one of the world’s most environmentally
degraded countrics.

The environmentak issues facing New Mexico are critical to s
future: sprawl, the misuse of diminishing water resources, the
mismanagement of forest and other natural resources, and

-political conflict over the use and abuse of the environment. [ am

committed to addressing and resolving these issues and to
preserving and protecting New Mexico's unique and precious
natural heritage and threatened cnvironment.
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Please Return This Page
(we need the label on the other side {o vaiidate your memberskip!) to:

George Grossman

Chair, Election Committee
1391 Santa Rosa Dr.

Santa Fe, NM 87505

It must be postmarked by November 30, 2001,

Cliapter Executive Committee (all of New Mexice & El Paso County)
{vote for three)

Blair Brown
Ken Hughes
Ted Mertig
Jennifer Johnson
Jim Hannan
Write-In

1]

Santa Fe Group Executive Committee (group #1704 on your label)
(vote for five)

Eleanor Eisenmenger
John Buchser

Paul Paryski
Courtney White
Norma McCallan
Lionel Seracco

Jan Kindal

Write-In

Pajarite Group Executive Comumittee (zroup #1708 on your label)
{vote for four)

Kim Manley
Jody Benson

Carole Jacobson

1lse Bleck
Write-In

Central Group Executive Committee (group #1701 on your label)
{vote for three)

Richard Johnson
Write-In
Write-In
Write-In

Please vote for specifed number, or less, for each entity. =i
Vote for chapter officers AND your own group.
Votes for greater than the number of open seats will invalidate your baliot for that category.

Ballots will be counted by the election committee on Wednesday, December 5, at the Sierra
Club office in Santa Fe. Please contact the committee chair, George Grossman, at 982-1024
if you are interested in being present during counting of the ballots. The other members of
the election committee are Carolyn Sigstedt and Ranier Bleck. Susan Magtin is an aliernate
if any of the other members are unable to count ballots.
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Blair Brewn

I have been a Sierra Club member
since the mid 80's. After moving to Albu-
querque ir 1991, I became active in Club ef-
forts here, and have been a member of the
Central NM Group ExCom since 1992. 1 am
currently Secretary of the Central New
Mexico Group, and serve as the Group's rep-
resentative to the Chapter, and as Chapter
Treasurer.

[ believe that the New Mexico/West
Texas aren js still a unique and special place.
I believe that the many members of the Rio
Grande Chapter care very much for what we
have and would like to continue enjoying this
place we call home. Yet there are many who
are tiueatening our special place - those that
would cut down our forests, dig mines in our
mountains and pollute our rivers and streams.
I believe that the Club needs to intensify our
efforts to not oaly defend our special places
against these attacks, but to also move for-
ward to ensure permanent protection for these
places so they will be here for our children
and grandchildren to experience.

T offer nyy centinued dedication to the
efforls of the Club, and would be honored to
serve as a member of the Executive Comunit-
tee.

Jennifer Johnson

I have been on the Executive Com-
mittee of the Rio Grande Chapter for the past
four years and the Chair of the Chapter's Con-
servation Comnittee for nearly 2 years. Ilive
in La Jara, NM (near Cuba) and am inferested
in a broad range of conservation issues.

Jim Hannan

I'm seeking another term on the
Chapter’s ExCom. I've served on the ExCom
for two years, and was elecied Chair of the
ExCom in March of this year. I was political
chair of the Chapter for four years, helping
with candidate endorsements and working
closely with our state lobbyist.

‘The Bush administration is proposing
10 dismantle the federal EPA (Environmentat
Protection Agency} and have states take over
its functions. If this happens, the chapter will
need to become more aclive in monitoring
environmental plans and compliance, partica-
laely in the areas of air and waler quality. [
would work to increase our Chapter’s involve-
ment. 1 think that the Chapier's current
steengths are in the areas of mining, wilder-
ness, forest issues and wildfife. T think that
we can improve in the areas of growth man-
agement and toxics,

1 work for the Santa Fe Comununity
Housing Trust, a non profit affordable hous-
ing provider. My interests include hiking and
backpacking. I have two chitdren, a 24 year
old daughter and an 11 year old son. I con-
sider my involvement in the Sierra Club to be
one of the best things that I can do for them.

Ted Mertig

Member since 1981

I have served on the Executive Com-
mittees of both the Rio Grande Chapter and
the El Paso regional group for several lenms.,

I have enjoyed several years as the
chiair person of the Il Paso regional group of
the sierra club.,

[ am the current chair person of the El
Paso inner city outings group.

I have served for a number of years
on the southwest regional conservation com-
mittee ag a representative of the Rio Grande
Chapter. I am iis curreat tscasurer.

There arc many threats to our public
lands by the extractive industries. I would like
to serve oa the executive committee of the
Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club to help
in the reducing and or the rernoval of these
threats.

Sierra Club
P.O. Box 9191

FOUNDEID 1592

Please send correspondence lo: Jim Hannan
207 Ricarde Rd., Santa Fe, NM 87501

Rio Grande Chapter

El Paso, TX 79983

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
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Ken Hughes

1 have been privifezed to have Sierra Club not
only as an adventure but a job, having been a
labbyist on popuiation issues in the Washing-
ton DC office in the mid-80's, then lobbyist
in the Roundhouse in the early 90's. Iserved
as Energy issues chair from 1990 until this
past year, and [ still serve as Transportation
issues chair for the Chapter.

In 1999 1 wrote the Sprawl Costs/
Sprawl Solutions for New Mexico and El Paso
report and organized six Tours de Sprawl
throughout the chapter, which received a Spe-
cial Achievements Award from the national
office.

As you can tell, my focus has been on
urban jssues, advocaling not just a kinder,
gentler city but ones so attractive folks wilt
choose to live urhan and leave the rural for
wildlife and agriculture. My aim is to ses the
chapter more active in using all tools at its
disposal to bring about systemic changes in
how we use our land so that development is
truly sustainable.

EEE A
“Every good thing, great and small,
needs defense.”—fohn Muir

Join today and receive
a FREE Sterra Club
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citizen-based advecacy and lobbying efforts. Your
dues include $7.50for a subscription to Sk
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