Worst Fears Gonfirmed By
UN Population Report

Srom the Sierra Club National News Report

Environmentalists are hoping the release in April of an
alarming United Nations report on population, which predicted
dire consequences for the world’s environment if population
growth is not curbed, will convince Congress to fund interna-
tional family planning programs.

The report, produced by the U.N. Population Fund, said that
the current rapid rate of population growth presents “the most
serious threat to local and global environments since the human
species evolved” and called for “immediate and determined
action to balance population, consumption, and development.”

The reportrevealed newly revised projections for population
growth that are much greater than any previous projections. It
says that, without family planning measures, world population

sometime in the next couple of centuries.

“These “worst case’ scenarios are far worse than any other
previous projections,” said Nancy Wallace, director of the
Sierra Club’s Population Program,.

The U.N. report attributed nearly 80 percent of the world's
deforestationtopopulation growth, and said that if growthrates
continue unchecked, over 80 percent of the world’s wilderness
will have to be developed for human uses by 2050.

The Sierra Club is working to convince Congress that in-
creased funding for international family planning programs is
not only good for the environment, but would also benefit the
world’s economy. .

Waliace cited the report”s findings that countries with slower
popu!ation growth during the 1980s saw their average citizens’
mcomes grow 2.5 percent faster than those with rapid popula-
tion growth.

The Sierra Club is supporting a “Dear Colleague™ letter by
Reps. Anthony Beilenson (D-CA) and Peter Kostmayer (D-

PA) that encourages Congress to dedicate $650 million of the
1993 federal foreign aid budget to international family plan-
ning. Nearly 120 representatives have signed on to the letter.
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New Mexico Primary. Vote for the environment.

Chapter Conservation/ExCom Meetling, Questa,
NM.

Deadline for combined July/August Sigrran,

Dave Foreman speaks on "Defense of the Wild.”
Friday, 7 p.m., at Unitarian Church, Santa Fe. For
more information, call 982-6854.

Summer Solstice Rio Grande raft trip to benefit

Forest Guardians. Special Guest Paddler; Dave

Foreman, Call 988-9126 to make reservations by
June 10.

“Dixieland at Birdland” Fundraiser Picnic for Randalt
Davey Audubon Center, Santa Fe. Featuring music
by the Red Hot Chites. Call 983-4609 for mare info,

Sierra Club Family Camp and Environmental Edu-
cation Workshop. Clair Tappan Lodge, California.
Call (510) 283-6683 for more information.
Chapter RetreatExCorm Masting.

Conference on the Environment. Sponscred by the
NM Environment Department. Albuquerque Con-
vention Center.

Chapter Conservation/ExCom Maeting, Kingsten.

Rio Grande Chapter
Sierra Club

P.O. Box 2191

El Paso, TX 79983

Send Address Corrections to: Sierra Club, 730 Polk, S8an Francisco, CA 94109

Non-Profit Org.
U.S, Postage
PAID
El Paso, TX
Permit No. 2370

NEws OF THE R1o GRANDE CHAPTER OF THE SIERRA CLUB © JUNE 1992 e $1.00

Kevin Bixby

Even though the presidential
Jominations are pretty well
Deked up, there are still some
Inportant decisions to be made at
Te ballot booth in New Mexico's
yrimary election on June 2. With
e expected low voter turnout,
svery vote for the environment is
“specially important.

Yemocratic candidates are vying
or the rigitt to challenge incum-

nt Joe Skeen in the Second
gongrcssional District. Their
yiews on the environment vary
gonsiderably.
§ At arecent AARP-sponsored

Forum in Las Cruces, the Demo-

pratic candidates were asked their
ppinion of the Endangered Spe-
ries Act and the Mexican wolf
recovery effort.
Las Cruces Engineer Bruce
iWilson said he supports the En-
Flangered Species Act and hopes
shis grandchildren can enjoy a
orld as biologically diverse as it
now. He was quite knowledge-
le about the Mexican wolf pro-
am, which he also supports.
In contrast, Dan Sosa, the re-
ed State Supreme Court Jus-
ce, stated that he felt the Endan-
‘pered Species Act should be re-
evaluated. He said he had a prob-
lem with saving subspecies at the
“expense” of the human species.
He did not comment on the Mexi-
can wolf program.

The third candidate, Socorro
attorney Patsy Reinard, said she
felt the most endangered species
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was the “America middle class.”
She believed the Mexican wolf
was “just a Minnesota timber wolf
that came south for the winter”
and that it confined to Minnesota
and Michigan “where large wil-

derness areas remain.” She op- -

poses Mexican wolf reintroduc-
tion in New Mexico because “we
worked hard to eradicate wolves”
and “people are hurting too much
already.”

On the subject of Bureau of
Land Management wilderness,
Wilson replied that he favored
protecting 3 million acres—the
proposal of the Sierra Club and
New Mexico Wildemmess Ceali-
tion—as away to protect the state's
wildlife.

Sosa said he supported wilder-
ness, but didn’t know enough
about the competing proposals to
comment on specific acreages.
Reinard said her inclination was
to “minimize™ wilderness acre-
age because so much of New
Mexicois already infederalhands.
She said she supported the maxi-
mum “wise” multiple use of pub-

- lic lands.

Wilson has been endorsed by
the New Mexico Conservation
Voters Alliance (CVA),

* White House correspondents,

U.S. No Longer World
Leader on Environment,
Say Environmentalists

Copyright Inter Press Service 1992

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The world leader, Shabacoff
United States will not play the warned. '

leading role it did twenty years ~ The U.S. played a leading
ago in Stockholm when the role at the historic conference
world’s nations meet in Riofor on the environment held in
the upcoming United Nations Stockholm, Sweden, in 1972,
Conference on Environment recalled Russell Train, presi-
and Development, environmen- dent of the World Wildlife
talists said in mid-May. Fund,

The environment will be a  Train, who led the U.S. del-
central elemert in the interna- egation at the Stockholm meet-
tional security system in the ing, said some of the main
post-cold war era, but there are .achievements of the meeting,
no signs that the U.S. will bea such as conventions on the
leader in this field, said Phil dumping of waste in the ocean
Shabacoff, member of a net- and the international trade in
work of non-governmental or- endangered species, were initi-
ganizations (NGOs) preparing ated by the United States.
for the summit. The Rio conference,

U.S. President George Bush Shabacoff said, will be the first
announced that he would attend  time the international commu-
the summit, to be held in Ripde nity comes together to ensure
Janeiro onJune 3-14, aftermak- its future survival in the post-
ing sure that there would be no  cold war era, in which poverty,
specific agreements linked toa hunger, migrations and compe-
proposed treaty on climatic ftition for scarce resources will
change for him to sign. be the big themes of planetary

At a press conference with security.

Shabacoff stressed that a cen-
tral theme in Rio will be tech-
nology transfers to the third
world, an area in which Japan

Jemez in Danger

Domenici's opposition
could derail proposed
National Recreation Aroa.

has beenmakingsubstantialad- | See page 6.

vances, in particular in the de-

velopment of environment- Gr oup News
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Send Postcards to Rio

Dear Editor:

The World United Nations Confer-
ence on Saving Earth Mother starts in
Rio de Janeiro this June 15 (so I am
informed.) Would it be great if those

card process? I've enclosed a sample,
Furthermore, Ted Turner News will

crossed!) cards to the Brazil Confer-
ence, if our fellow Sierrans wil invest
19¢ and some time,

I am hopeful you’ll deem this ap-
propriate for printing; Thanks. As the
children say, “We can’t grow home
again.”

—Jerry Asher
El Paso

{Editor's Note: The enclosed sample
consisted of a generic Postal Service
postcard addressed to “Tree of Life”,
P.O. Box 140155, Atlanta, GA 30374,
On the reverse side were the words “Re-
verse Environmental Pollution” con-
tained within a drawing of a leaf. The
UN.'s Conference on Environment and
Development begins on June 2.}

Alamogordo Snake
Roundup Despicable

Dear Editor;

The annual Alamogordo “Wild
West Rattlesnake Extravaganza” took
place this year on April 24-26. A brief
summary of this event will explain
our objection to it, '

An estimated 400-600 snakes are
collected during the roundups for the
annual extravaganza. Capture meth-
ods may involve den gassing, spray-
ing gas into holes in the ground to
force snakes to the surface. This
methed results in the death of snakes

attendees heard from us via the post-

hand deliver these millions (fingers -

that never emerge above the ground
besides killing and injuring large
numbers of other animals, and ruin-
ing dens for future use.

During the extravaganza event
snakes are dragged around arenas,
used in snake-sacking contests,

for spectators among other things.

We object strongly to the round-
ups and the extravaganza events for
the reasons mentioned and because
such activity promotes negative atti-
tudes toward snakes and demon-
strates a general disregard for wild-
life and the environment. Events of
this nature also ignore the impor-
tance of wildlife diversity within the
natural environmert.

Members of our organization have
dealt with the rattlesnake roundup
and extravaganza issuefor some time
and have sought advice on action
needed to curtail or stop it. Repre-
sentatives of the Chihuahuan Desert
Herpetological Society suggest that
amassive letter writing campaign to
the Department of Game and Fish be
undertaken,

In our letters it is suggested that
we urge Game and Fish to work with
the state legislature to reclassify the
tattlesnake as a game animal. This
reclassification would require that
bag limits be set for coilection and
-this in turn would limit, if not stop,
future extravaganza events becanse
of the volume needed.

Weurge your readers to write such
letters to Bill Montoya, Director,
New Mexico Department of Game
& Fish, Villagra Building, Santa Fe,
New Mexico87503. Actionisneeded
before we lose yet another member
of New Mexico's native fauna,

' —Jean Gilbert

Doiia Ana Co. Humane Society
‘ - Las Cruces

teased into striking, and decapitated
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Owls vs. Jobs: The Big Lie

The “environmental president” and his
henchmen have outdone themselves inrecent
weeks. Here are the lowlights.

First, Interior Secretary Lujan decreed that
citizens no longer have the right to appeal
BLM administrative decisions related to ani-
mal damage control. Then the Forest Service
put its timber sale decisions off limits to
citizen appeals as well.

Not content to show his contempt for the
environment at home, Bush pulled the teeth

i out of a draft international treaty to control

global warming. The White House-approved
sanitized version, which will be signed with
much pious self-congrawlation at the U.N.'s
Earth Summit in Rio this month, no longer

{ requires signatory nations to do anything to

reduce emissicns of greenhouse gases. (See

1 article on page 4 of this issue.)

And the Administration is trying to do the
same thing to a global accord on biodiversity
before Bush takes his walk on the sands of
Jpanema.

But the crowning blow came when the
Administration’s G Squad rendered its ver-
dict of “extinction” in the case of the northern
spotted owl versus loggers on some BLM
property in Oregon. Although the decision
directly affects only a small area, it sets a
disturbing precedent for the entire region.

{Congratulations to EPA chief Bill Reilly.
He and the governor-appointed representa-
tive from Oregon cast the only votes against
granting an exemption to the Endangered
Species Act.}

Adding insult to injury, Lujan immediately
unveiled the Administration's “preferred” re-
covery plan for the spotted owl, which calls
for only half the amount of protected habitat
biologists say is needed to save the owl.
Everyone including Lujan acknowledged this
was a violation of the Endangered Species
Act, but it does save votes, I mean jobs, and
that's what counts.

Which brings me to the big lie. Yes, saving
some big trees in the Pacific Northwest to
protect the northern spotted owl will cause
some layoffs. But, #ot saving the trees will
only postpone the day of reckoning because
the inescapable reality is that big, old, valu-
able trees have been and continue to be cut
down fasier than they can be replaced.

The choice is between a painful transition
now to a sustainable level of timber harvest-
ing and saving the ow, (a transition that could
have been handled much more humanely and

EYpves

responsibly had the federal government not
encouraged overculting on national forests
for the past few decades), or making the

transition later and losing the owl and other -

old-growth dependent species.

You have to wonder at the motivation of
Bush, Lujan, and other politicians when they
choose toignore thisreality and, through their
inflammatory jobs vs. owls rhetoric, encour-
age polarization and lead people to believe
that those timber jobs will atways be there if
we justcircumvent inconvenient environmer-
tal protections. Are they truly se dumb that
they themselves can’t understand the big pic-
ture? I doubt it.

‘The fact is that the Northwest timber indus-
try has been losing jobs for decades for a
variety of factors having nothing to do with
spotied owls. Consider these facts (compiled
by A. Watanabe, Western Ancient Forest
Campaign, Washington, D.C.):

Overcutling

W Timber on Oregon’s public lands is being
harvested at a rate that exceeds growth by
about 37 percent.

Increased Productivity

B In the 1970s, market changes wnrelated to
enviromental laws caused the Western timber
industry to lose its historical competitive ad-
vantage in the timber market. The Northwest
timber industry responded by increasing pro-
ductivity while at the same time reducing
labor costs, i.e. dumping workers.

(bbf) anmually—-25 percent of the region’s
total annual cut! These logs are unprocessed
and untouched by our domestic mills.

H Congress enacted legislatiop. in 1990 that
banned log exports from all federal and most
state lands but 80 percent of exports come
from private lands. | .

B Banninglogexportsfromprivate land would
result in an additional 3 billion board feet of
timber available for domestic mills and a net
gain of jobs that would more than offset the
jobs lost due to a reduction in federal timber

supply.

8 The U.S. does not allow the export of cer-
tain technologies or domestic oil due to na-
tional interests. Aren’t protecting U.S. jobs
and valuable timber resources national inter-
ests?

Jobs versus owls? How about jobs versus
short-term profits. The timber industry in the
Northwest is a house of cards, beginning to
fall, but it wasn’t owls that huffed and puffed
and blew it down,

Long live the scapegoats!

B In the 1980’s, em-
ployment in the
Northwest timber in-
dustry dropped by 20
percent while the tim-
ber cut rose 18 per-
cent.

Raw Log Exports

BAn estimated
16,000 mill jobs are
lost each year due to
raw log exports.

B The three Pacific
Northwest states
alone export about

3.3 billion board feet
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The 1992 elections Ppresenta once
in a lifetime opportunity w changc
the way Congress deals with environ-
mental issues, In ]anuar}, 1993, there
could be as many as 100 new faces in
Congress.

For 100 years, Sierra Club mem-
bers have been at the forefront of
environmental action. When you join,
you add your voice to a grassroots
membership of over 650,000 mem-
bers aggressively working on behalf of
environmental candidates. Get
involved. Help make a difference in
Congress~-and the world.

rJoin the Sierra Club.~

i
I L] Yes, Twane to join! I want to help
} clean up the environment.
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“would: Finally, the treaty

~ tion, but would not legally

Bush Succeeds in Weakening
Glohal Warming Accord

from the Sierra Club's Global War: ‘ming and Energy Activist!

Thé Bush Administration showed itg scom

- for the environment when the' White House
* cut a deal' with European nations on a do-

nothing Barth Summit treaty. It will now be
up to Congress to pull the environment from
the wreckage and use the Global Climate
Protection Actinthe Honse and Senate totake
action on global warming.

World leaders met at the United Nations in
mid-May for the last round of negotiations
before June's Earth Summit. Environmental-
ists hoped the treaty would result in a 20
percent reduction in CO, emissions by 2000,
But while all Western mdusinahzed nations
except the US and Turkey had prevxously
committed to at least stabilize their emissions
of CO, at 19901evels by the year 2000, intense
pressure from Bush forced world leaders to
agree 10 a much weaker treaty,

The treaty language now adopts President
Bush’s “comprehensive approach” to global
warming gas reductions, doesnoticgallyblnd
countries to make reductions, and would al-
low the United States to buy emissions credits
from countries that have made emissions re-
ductions. U.S. emissions of carbon dioxide
could actually increase under the current
agreement.

Under the President’s “comprehensive” or
“basket” approach, the U.S. government can
double-count greenhouse gas cuts that were
already called for in previous environmental
agreements. The market mechanism or emis-
sions trading scheme in the

Adminisiration’s position. Previously, the Ad-
ministration denied the consensus of scien-
tific opinfon on the threat of global warming,
The new document confirmed that the
Intergovernmental Panel on ChmateChange s
(IPCC) report on global warming represented
consensus science.

Convened by the U.N. to assess the science
of global warming, the IPCC concluded that
the earth would warm 3-9 degrees Fahrenheit

under a business as usual scenario and that

action mwust be taken now to control green-
honse gas emissions.

Views onGlobalWarming also showed that
. the U.S. could nearly stabilize (O, emissions

at 1990 levels by 2000 through voluntary
federal programs that are in place already or’

will be underway scon,

Congress Steps In

The Global Climate Protection Act, intro-
duced by Rep. Henry Waxman (D-CA) in the
House (H.R. 4750) and Senators Gore (D-
TN) and Mitchell (D-ME) in the Senate (S.
2668) must be adopted to save the environ-

ment from President Bush’s Earth Summit :
treaty. Rep. Waxman intends to offer his bill

as an amendment to the House Energy bill.
(See article on pagel1.) The Global Climate
Protection Act would mandate stabilization

of carbon dioxide emissions at 1990 levels by

the year 2000.

treaty- would be extremely
difficult to administer and
enforce, and probably

o?uldnotreduccemlssmns
as-much as a strict target

would' only set a goal of
greenhoiise gas stabiliza-"

require nations to meet that
target.

Ironically, the U.S.
stepped up its efforts to
weaken the treaty only days
after the White House re-
leased its Views on Global
Warming which revealed
slight progress in the
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An unprccedcmed biological collapse has begun
worldwide, and onty an unprecedented effort will cur-
tail the massive wave of extinctions. Furthermore,

3 climate change from carbon dioxide emissions is likely

to accelerate the demise of many forms (_)f hfe. So
concludes Life Support: Conserving Biological Diver-
sity, anew report by the Worldwaich Institute, a Wash-

" ington D.C.-based policy research organization.

“Although species are disappearing most rapidly
from the world s tropical forests,” says research associ-
ate John C. Ryan, author of the report, “biological
diveréity is diminishing all pver the globe.” )

The top priority for halting the loss of biodiversnyf
the ecosystems, species, and genes that together consti-
wte life on earth——will be the protection of wildlands,
those areas so far minimally degraded by human activi-
ties, Ryan conchudes, But the pervasive nature of .the
problem and the imminent threat of global warming
mean that parks and reserves alone cannot do the Jol_::.

“Qnly if biediversity becomes a central concem in
ow mainstream economic activities as well as our
protected areas,” Ryan says, “will we avoid squander-
ing our biological inheritance.”

Among the report’s findings:

B Three-fourths of the world’s bird species are declin-

ing or threatened with extinetion.

B Amphibians are declining worldwide.

B In Indonesia, 1,500 local varieties of rice have disap-

peared in the past 15 years. Nearly three-fourths of the

rice grown today descends from a single plant.

& In the United States, about 3,000 plants, nearly one in

every eight native species, are considered in danger of
extinction. More than 700 are hkely to disappear in the
next 10 years,

B Industrial nations have decimated their wetlands:.
Italy, New Zealand and California lmve all destroyed
more than 90 percent of their wetlands.

“Without immediate reductions of greenhouse gas
emissions, however, the impacts of global warming
will probably make the world‘s current biological col-
lapse pale in companson ™ the report says.

Rapidly rising temperatureg will overwhelm many
species’ and ecosystems’ ability to adapt. Widespread
die-offs of forests, tundrs, and coral reefs, disruption of
animal migrations, and the loss of mangroves and other
wetlands to rising seas are likely in coming decades if
actions are not taken soon to slow global warming.

- Biotogical diversity is no luxury. “Like every spe-
cies, ours is intimately dependent on others for its well-
being,” writes Ryan. American oysters, once sonumer-
ous in the Chesapeake Bay that they could filter all its
water every three days, have declined in population by
99 percent since 1870. Now it takes a year for oysters to

'Report Finds Worldwide Biological
Coliapse Underway

#1

filter the same amount of water, one reason the bay is
increasingly muddied and oxygen-poor.

Governments and communities around the world
have taken steps to stem the erosion of life. Today,
national parks and other protected areas cover nearly
five percent of the earth’s land surface, and wildemess
areas (many maintained by indigenous people) cover as
much as a third of the planet’s land. Impressive asthese
figures sound, they can be misleading, Life Support
notes.

“Most of the world’s remaining wildlands, and most
of its protectec arcas, are deserts and t}mdra,” says
Ryan, “and many of the world’s parks exist largely on
paper.” Destructive activities, such as mining or large-
scale tourism, are often encouraged within protected
areas, while outside forces, from air pollution to land-
less farmers, often pose even greater threats.

The efforts of indigenous people, both to protect
sacred lands and to sustain diversity in productiqn
sysiems, have likely been more effective tl}an their
modern counterparts in conserving life’s variety. But
many traditional management systems are unraveling
as cultures erode and national governments confiscate
or privatize resources held by communities. ‘

A top priority for biological conservation, whqther in
parks, village woodlots, or farms, is to recognize the
vital role of local people. Government negotiators work-
ing on a global biodiversity convention have so far
failed te address this issue,

“Restoring some degree of local control over re-
sources is probably the only way that vast areas in the
tropics can be ‘managed” at all,” Ryan writes, Govern-
ments claim ownership of 80 percent of the world’s
remaining mature tropical forests, but only by sharing
management responsibility with the millions of people
living in or near the forests de governments have any
hope of controlling the forests’ expleitation.

“Limiting the amount of the planet we dominate, and
tolerating diversity more in the places we do dontinate,
will entail tackling two of the most intractable forces in
the modern world: galloping per-capita consumption
“and rapid population growth,” Life Support conciudes.

“No conservation stralegy, however ingenious, can
get around the fact that the more resources one species
consumes, the fewer are available for all the rest.”

A 62 page hardcopy of
the report, including
footnotes, is available from
Worldwatch Institute for
$56.00 plus $3.00 postage &
handling.
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Jemez National Recreation Area in Jeopardy

Domenici Puts Up Roadblock

by Henry Qat

Senate hearings on a bill to establish the
Jemez National Recreation Area (NRA), were
held on May 12, 1992, in Washington, D.C. 1
testified at the hearings as did Donna Smith, a
local Jemez resident with a Ph.D. in mining
€CoNomics.

Despite overwhelming support for 8.2178,
Senator Domenici (R-NM) has voiced strong
opposition tothe legistation: Domenici’s views
dominated the hearing. His conclusion that all
that is needed to address the concemns of the
Jemez is to provide more money to the Forest
Service for recreation is totally inadequate.
His approach does not even be gin to address
ﬁée real problems of inadequate Forest Ser-
vice management of the arez and land patent-
ing. We can only interpret his opposition as
support for giving away 1,500 acres of our

publicland, valued at $20-30million, to Rich-
ard Cook, president of Copar Pumice Co.
This is the final hurdle in providing protec-
tion for the Jemez. Last fall, this legislation
passed in the House of Representatives as a
result of Congressman Richardson’s relent-
less and valiant support. Domenici’s singular
opposition must be overcome if this bill is to
pass. Only astrong stance and leadershiprole
onthe part of Senator Bingaman (D-NM) will

provide the protection necessary for the Je-
mez.

We are grateful 10 Bingaman for introduc-
ing this legislation and making it a top prior-
ity. We are counting on him to take the stron-
gest possible position in support of the Jemez
National Recreation Area, even if it means
pressing for a vote in committee!

The next two to three weeks are crucial as
the bill will come before the subcommittee for
consideration. If Domenici continues to op-
pose 8. 2178, it will die, and the efforts of

hundreds of people and thousands of hours
will be for naught.

What You Can Do

We urgently need your help in writing
letters and making phone calls to Senators
Bingaman and Domenici, urging them to sup-
port 8. 2178.

Some key points to make:

¢ There are over 6,000,000 people a year that
use the Jemez for recreation, yet the Forest
Service continues to manage the Jemez for
extractive, commadity based interests such as
mining and logging. This legislation is neces-

sary to provide specific management direc-

'+ tivestothe Forest Service, to manage the arca

for its predominate use.

v Support keeping the Jemez NRA at its
current proposed size of 100,000 acres.

v Support the provisions that withdraw the
area from future mining claims, land patent-
ing and provide for strong reclamation stan-
dards. -

v’ Support the provisions for small-scale tim-
ber harvesting that is geared to the local
economy.

v Nationai Recreation Area Status would be
a sustainable boost to the local economy and
that of the region,

[Henry Qat is the director of the:East Fork
Preservation Coalition and a member of the
Santa Fe Group of the Sierra Club’s conserva-
tion committee. He has worked 1o protect the

- Jemez from the ravages of pumice mining for the

last four years and has worked to support this
legislationfromits inception, For more informa-
tion contact him at 983.1576.]
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Violations of Endangered Species Act Cited

from the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund

nvironmentalists Sue to Stop Animal Damage
Gontrol In Endangered Species Habitat

WASHINTON, D.C.—A coalition
of wildlife conservation groups an-
nounced on May 7 that they had
filed suit in federal district court in
the District of Columbia against
the federal government’s Animal
Damage Control program for vio-
lating the Endangered Species Act.
The controversial taxpayer.sup-
ported program killed over three
million wild animals and birds in
1989 and 1990, included mountain
lions, coyoies, and bobeats.
According to Fern Shepard, an
attorney with the Sierra Club Le-
gal Defense Fund, “thisexpensive,
biologically unsound, and anach-
ronistic program has been unjusti-
fiable fordecades. Butnow there’s
yet another good reason to end this
program—it violates the Endan-
gered Species Act.”
- The lawsuit filed by the Sierra
Club Legal Defense Fund on be-
half of several conservation orga-
nizations, including the Southern
Utah Wilderness Alliance and The
Fund for Animals, stems from the
killing of an endangered bald
eagle—the nation's symbol of its
heritage—in a steel-jawed trap set

devices intended for coyotes.”
“But,” he added, “we’ll probably
never know the true extent of the
carnage. Sometimes the only rea-
son that the accidental death of en-
dangered wildlife is discovered is
because the animal was wearing a
radio collar.”

The conservation groups
say that the accidental killing of
endangered species is only one of
many problems with the federal
ADC program. The Endangered
Species Act requires federal agen-
cies to consult with the Fish And
Wildlife Service (FWS) before they
take actions that may affect threat-
‘ened and endangered species. The
last FWS biological opinion on the
ADC program was completed in
1979. Dozens of species have been
recognized as endangered since
1979.

“The federal government
is using steel-jawed traps, cyanide
ballistic devices, and hunting from
planes that biologists tell us wreak
havoc in sensitive species’ ecosys-
tems. Yet the Agriculture Depart-
-ment does not know how its pro-
gram affects endangered species—

by ADC last December in Utah.
Ken Rait, issues coordinator of
the Southern Ulah Wilderness Al-
liance; investigated the eagle kill-
ing and discovered that the federal
government was respongsible.
“The federal government set the baited trap
in the habitat of the endangered bald eagle.
Only later did we discover that its negligence
in this case was just the tip of the iceberg.
Taxpayers pay to protect endangered species
out of one hand while ADC takes money out
of the other to kill them,” said Rait. Rait said
that many non-lethal control measures are

Bixby.

Mountain Lion Tracks in the Chiricahua Mountains of southem Arizena. Mountain
frons, onca found throughout the United States but now conlined to the Western states
and Flerida, are somatimes the target of pradater control eiferts. Photo by Kevia

available to reduce predation without killing
wildlife, : o
Agency records contain other evidence that

the program has killed threatened and endan-

gered species. According to Rait, “the federal
agency recently shot an endangered gray wolf
from a plane after mistaking it for a coyote.
Endangered California condors and San
Joaquin kit foxes have been killed by lethal

the most basic requirement of the
Endangered Species Act. Thiscava-
lier attitude toward species soclose
to extinction is alarming, and it is
illegal,” said Shepard.

In their lawsuit, the conservation groups
have asked the court to halt the ADC program
in the known habitat of endangered species in
the western 17,5, until the program complies
with the Endangered Species Act.
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Hardrock
Answers

Answers to Some Commonly
Asked and Not So Commonly
Asked Questions About
Hardrock Mining in the West
by Sue McIntosh

The General Mining Law of 1872 is a
remnant of manifest destiny and the Indian
wars. Its existence today in a form that pre-
serves the ancient favors granted in another
century is testimony to the power and influ-
ence of the mining industry in America,

The State of New Mexico has never en-
acted alawto control the devastating environ-
mental and cultural impacts of hardrock min-
ing, or to reclaim the land and water after the
ore is taken out. Mining activists with the Rio
Grande Chapter and other groups will try
again in next year's legislative session to get
such a law enacted. :

The mineral industry in America (we are
careful not to say the “American mineral
industry” because, in large part, it is not — 50
percent of the industry in America is foreign)
must come to understand that the time has
come to change. They must realize that the
glory days of the Comstock lode and high
grade ores are gone. The remaining ore ishard
to find, destructive to extract, and profitable
1o mine in part bec¢ause the expense has been
bornhy the land and the water, and traditional,
sustainable life-styles. .

Reform of state and federal mining policy
cannot and should not wait. This is the first
partof aseries that examines why such reform
is long overdue.

The 1872 Mining Law ain’t broke.
Why fix it?

A: On the contrary, the General Mining Law
of 1872 is broke. Dreadfully so. In 1872, the
Reconstruction Era Congress enacied the
General Mining Law as anotherin its series of
land giveaway acts, designed to settle the
frontier and exploitits seemingly endlessnatu-

ral resources to fiel the frantic industrial
growth of eastern U.S. cities.

According to the Council on Environmen-
tal Quality, the 1872 Mining Law “promotes
private exploitation of mineral wealth; this
was its original and sole intent. Though the
Mining Law has evolved over the years
through legislative, administrative and legat
action, it remains an anachronism, Today,
however, efficient and equitable management
of public resources is more complex; it re-
quires thatmineral exploitation be considered
an objective but not the objective.”

All other of these land giveaway acis have
been repealed. But this last vestige remains.
And it is the most dangerous and destructive
of all of the laws of its kind.

M The 1872 Mining Law has resulted in the
degradation of over 12,000 miles of western
streams,

B The 1872 Mining Law makes a mockery of
the idea of multiple use of public lands. It
grants (at least according to the Bureau of
Land Management and Forest Service) min-
ing companies the absolute right to mine on
the public lands, anywhere, and ultimately, in
any manner.

B The simple existence of the gigantic
Bingham pitin Utah, the Butte, Montana open
pit and copper smelter, the modem Golden
Sunlight mine near Whitehall, Montana or
any one of the more than 40 mining Superfund
sites in the West attest to fact that hardrock
mining in many areas is a complete sacrifice
of the land.

The Mining Law must be “fixed” so that
management of our public lands can meet
minimum multiple use standards: adequate
environmental protection; a fairmarketreturn
to the public for its resources; retention of
public ownership of remaining public land;
efficient allocation of resources; energy con-
servation; and adequate information for pub-
lic decisionmaking.

Isn’t mining one of the multiple uses
of public lands that should be allowed
and regulated like logging, grazing or
off road vehicle use?

A: Yes! The term “multiple use” means “the
harmonious and coordinated management of
the various resowrces without permanent im-

pairment of the productivity of the land and

hs i he

the quality of the environment,” according ta
the Federal Land Policy and Management Ac
of 1976.

Unfortunately, development and operatio
of an open pit mine often means complet
sacrifice of at least the pit area, and often th
waste rock and other surface impoundments
Reclamation of these areas is frequently im
possible due to sheer size and poor design.

Examples of such sacrifice areas includ
the Golden Sunlight mine; Tyrone and Sant
Rita Copper Mines, operated by Phelps Dodgy

in Southern New Mexico; and the Molycorp

Molybdenum Mine in Questa, New Mexico,

Two factors work together with this de-
structive reality to render the concept of mul-
tiple use meaningless where public lands min-
ing is concerned. First, public land managers
in the BLM and USFS have interpreted the;
1872 Mining Law to grant an absohute “right
to mine” on public lands anywhere an eco-
nomic ore body is located.

Although agencies have enacted some regu-
latory framework, the basic right to mine
theory remains unscathed. For example, BLM;
has autherized itself to take any action neces-
sary to prevent “unnecessary or undue degra-
dation of the lands.” But the BL.M has defined
“unnecessary andundue degradation” tomean
darmage resulting from- activities or opera-
tions different than those common in the in-
dustry. Thus, these particular regulations are
affectionately referred to as the “demented
miner” stancard, and are practically meaning-
less.

Asitstands, the 1872 Mining Law prevents
multiple use of lands in two ways: through
sheer environmental destruction and the dis-
abling impact on public lands managers of the
“right to mine” concept. Right now, the
hardrock mining industry enjoys an advan-
tage over the ranching community, the timber |
industry, and every single recreational user of
the public lands. .

The mining law must be changed to permit
land management agencies to actually fian-
age the land — that is, to balance réSource
values and restrict or prohibit mining when
other resource values exceed those of the
minerals.

The Rio Grande Chapter appreciatesthe original
thought and contributions to this article from
Lawson Legate and Stan Haye, members of the
Sierra Club’s Mining Subcommitiee. Thanks.
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Year for Action

by An Painter

Have you visited a mine lately? Seen any

reclamation underway here in New Mexico? Did

you know there's a geld rush going on? Do you.

have soma idea of how much earth is maved for
10,000 tons of coal a day?

Hardrock mining is big, power-filled, profit-

able, and dangerous. It can kill people, plants,

birds, even cultures and entire ecosystems. And
for the Ric Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club,
for us, in other words, hardrock mining is IN.
The next year will bring about the passage of
state hardrock mining and reclamation legisla-
tion; we will work very hard to see that this is the
year that fedoral legislation replacing the 1872
mining law is enacted as well.

{ look forward to this year of action and | hope
each of you can join me at some peint along the
path. 1 will be working for the Chapter and |
expect to visit each group at least twice,
coordinating with Sierra Club members who are
interested in the issues raised by hardrock
mining.

Hava you joined the mining committee yet?
That would be a gocd start. Also there will be
outings to mines and reclamation sites. And-this
summoer 'l mailing The Canary, a flyer on
hardrock mining, with updates on our efforts and
with some more in-depth articles on mining and
reclamation.

Wae continue our cooperation with the Mining
Action Coalition {meeting in Silver City this
month) across the state and Sue Mcintosh and |
will be putting monthly articles in the Sfarran on
hardrock mining, legislation, and reclamation
(see facing paga).

Do you take photographs? Please snap your
local mine or tailings or quarry— {'ll be putting
together a slide show to take along on public
talks we will be giving around the state. The
beler informed we are, the more our legislators
can learn about the economics and ecology of
mining.

In coming months many of you will have an
opportunity to tell your [egislative candidate a

litle something about mining in New Mexico. It

may bae the first time he or she thought about
10,000 tons of coal. A day. Every day. And
that's just one mine.

Hardrack mining is definitely IN. Join us,
Write me, An Painter, P. O. Box 823, Cedar
Crest NM 87008.

Diamond Bar Dehate Draws Crowd

by Susan Schock-Grinold .
T h
Over 250 people attended a forum- in
Silver City on the Diamond Bar Grazing

. Allotment sponsored by the Western New
Mexico University Biology Club on April

25. Environmentalists and ranchers de-

.bated issues concerning a Forest Service

proposal to increase cattle numbers and
construct 33 new stock tanks within the
wilderness in the Gila national Forest.

Environmental panelists inclnded my-
self, Doug Meiklejohn, Excecutive Direc-
tor of the New Mexico Environmental Law
Center: Jim Fish, founder of PLAN; Gregg
Jorgensen of Trout Unlimited; and Dr.
Sandy Dick-Peddie, retired botany profes-
sor at NMSU.

Environmentalists had originally been
invited by the Biology Club sponser Den-
nis Miller to debaie the Forest Service on
Diamond Barissues, butthe agency didnot
want to be perceived by the public as being
“the other side”-and declined to partici-
pate. However, the Forest Service did set
up the other side, which inciuded Diamond
Bar permitiees Kit and Sherry Laney, Karl
Hess of the New Mexico Department of
Agriculture and co-owner of the Land Cen-
ter, and Allen Schneberger, Executive Di-
rector of the New Mexico Cattle Growers
Association. Thus, rather than discuss
management of the resource, the Forest
Service elected to pit environmentalists
against the caitle industry.

I began the debate by stating that the
responsibility for the management deci-
sion on the Diamond Bar rested squarely
on the shoulders of the Forest Service, and
then presented slides of resource damage
on the allotment. Environmental panelists
requested that new studies be conducted to
accurately assess the damage to riparitin,
aquatic, and upland ecosystems, threat-
ened and endangered species and habitat,
and to determine proper stocking numbers
on the allotment, arguing that the 13-year
old data used by the Forest Service is both
questionable and outdated. They requested
an EIS before the construction of stock

. tanks was considered.

Allen Schnegerger set the tone for the
ranchers by stating that the reduction in
grass in this area of New mexico is the
result of ashiftin climate. Dr. Dick-Peddie,

who had given a workshop on vegetative
change earlier in the day, responded that
there is sound scientific evidence to show
that no significant climate change has
occured in this region for 2000 years, and
that areas of ungrazed land are as heavily
vegetated as in pre-settlement times.

It becamne apparent that the ranchers
present lacked anunderstanding of the eco-
systems they claim to manage.
Cattlegrowers, both on the panel and in the
audience, held to outdated scientific views
from the early 1900s. Kit Laney stated that
he has a “iree problem” on his allotment
and that trees are sucking up all the ground-
water, Thisnotion was popularin the 1920s
and 1930s and led to extensive phreato-
phyte control in which miles of trees along
streambanks in New Mexico and Arizona
were bulldozed to prevent lowering of the
water tables. The critical function of veg-
etation in riparian systems was not under-
stood by scientists in that day, and today is
still not understood by many ranchers.

Theprevalent belief among ranchers that,
left in an unmanaged state, the land will
deteriorate, was evidenced by Catron
County Commissioner Hugh McKeen's
statement that the ungrazed portion of the
wilderness is “all overgrown.”

The other tact taken by the ranching
community was that of economic ruin if
cattle numbers are reduced. Jim Fish re-
minded the audience that the purchase of
the Diamond Bar and its accompanying
grazing privilege was a business decision
made by the permittees, and that the Ameri-~
can public could not bail out every person
who made a bad business decision.

Laney challenged environmentalists to
buy him out, to which Fish responded, “I
don’t want to buy the allotment because 1
already own it.”

Suggesting that in order to protect our
wildemess land we must buy out the per-
mittee who holds a temporary privilege to’
graze it, and suggesting as Kit did that
backpackers photographing his bulls were
“harassing” them, illustrates how distoried
the concept of multiple use has become.

[The author is a resident of Silver City and
active irt the Gila Watch.}
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[The author is Hazardous
Waste Issues Chair for the
RioGrande Chapter, She is
an Albuquergue resident
and o medical student.)

e Bil Is Nged wor k by Erin Bouquin

Bills in both the House and Senate to reauthorize the
nation's omnibus waste law, the Resource Conservation
mnd Recovery Act (RCRA), have hit resistance from
both the waste management side and environmental-
ists, making it uncertain whether the Act will be
‘teauthorized this session.

The House Transportation and Hazardous Materials
Subcomimittee voted on Rep, Al Swift’s recycling bill,
H.R. 3865, on March 24-26, This bill would do litle to
reduce the production of solid and hazardous waste,
Several strengthening amendments were offered and
rejected by the Subcommittee. These included:

B “Community Right to Know More™ amendments that
would have required companies Lo report on the toxic
chiemicals they use, develop voluntary plans to reduce
their use of toxics, and expand reporting requirements
to currently exempt facilities. Offered by Sikorski (D-
MN} and Rinaldo (R-NJ).

B An amendment to establish a time-out on the con-
struction’of new incinerators so that a recycling infra-
structure can develop. Offered by Kostmayer (D-PA).
8 An amendment to prohibit the incineration of recy-
clable andnoncombustible materials, increase the recy-
cling of printing and writing paper, and other recycling
proposals. Offered by Sikorski (D-MN),

B An amendment to reduce the amount of lead and
other toxics in used oil before it is burned. Offered by
Collins (D-1L).)

B An amendment 1o establish a nationwide deposit
program for beverage containers. Offered by Markey
(D-MA).

B An amendment to speed the elimination of strato-
spheric ozone depleting substances, and phase out the
use of chiorine for paper production. Qffered by Bill
Richardson (D-NM).

Swift's bill passed through the Transportation and
Hazardous Materials Subcommittee on March 26th and
is scheduled for mark up by the full committee soon.
Representative Bill Richardson is on the subcommittee
and voted for all the above amendments (except number
3; he was absent for tht vote.) He has shown impressive
leadership on this very important issue, and deserves
our thanks.

The Senare

The Senate Environment and Public Works Commit-
tee is expected to vote on RCRA legislation beginning
in May. The Committee will consider a bill introduced
by Max Baucus (D-MT) and John Chafee (R-RI).
Although this bill is an improvement over Swift's
proposal, it must be enhanced in many critical areas,
and does not currently enjoy Sierra Club support.

The Baucus/Chaffee bill would shift the responsibil-
ity for garbage disposal from taxpayers to manufactur-
ers, Companies (or “responsible entities™ that produce

products made of plastic, glass, metals, paper or news
paper would be required to recover a certain percentagd
of these materialsforreuse in new products. Companie
could meet this requirement themselves, or pay a thir§
party to {ulfill the obligation. This approach give

companies flexibility to defermine the most cost-effec
tive way to recover and recycle their products. :

This “responsible entities” proposal would not in:
crease recycling; rather, it would target minimam re-
cycled content standards. Nonetheless, it is a positive
first step towards building markets for recyclable mate
rials.

The Baucus/Chafee bill includes several provisions]
to limit incinerators” interference with recycling pro
grams. Unfortunately, the draft bill contains several:
potential loopholes to this requirement.

At a minimum, the bill should be strengthened by,
prohibiting the incineration of recyclable or noncom-
bustible materials. People should also have the right to
say “no” to building an incinerator in their town, The
bill would donothing torestrict the construction of new
hazardous waste incinerators. .

The bill includes a community right to know more
proposal which is a2 good start but also needs som
work. The bill would begin to provide the public with
information essential to prontoting and evaluating pol-
lution prevention efforts,

The messages we will be sending our Senators this:
summer are:
®2Support the Baucus-Chafee “responsible entities”
recycling proposal, as it applies to individual compa-
nies;

% Supportamendments expected to be offered by Sena-
tor Howard Metzenbaum (D-OH) to further restrict!
construction of garbage and hazardous waste incinera-
tors whilerecycling and reduction programs commence;
“x.Support efforts to strengthen the toxics use reporting
requirements by companies production units;

#x0ppose weakening amendments that shift responsi-
bility from individual companies to an industry-wide
Tecovery rate, :

In summary, in order to accomplish the goal of
strengthening the nation’s solid and hazardous waste
law, which is one of the Sierra Club's chosen priorities
this year,.we are supporting legislation which will:

v Reduce the serious health threats posed by incinera-
tors and landfills

v Jump-start the reduction/recycling economy

v’ Close the legal loopholes that allow hazardous wastes
- including known carcinogens - to be dumped in
unlined pits, ponds, and lagoons, or burned in unregu-

Improved House Energy Bill Nears Floor Vote

Jrom the Sierra Club's National News Report

After extensive reworking, the House
version of a comprehensive energy bill is
substantially different - and substantially
better, say environmentalists — than the
one passed by the Senate earlier this year.

. ““The energy bill moving through the
Hoeuse is a far cry from the president’s
original National Energy Strategy or the
disastrous Johnston-Wallop energy bill,”
said Melanie.Griffin, Washington director
of the Sierra Club’s Energy Program.

As the House prepares to bring its bill,
H.R.776, to the floor later this month, envi-
ronmentalists are working with various
House committees to craft a bill that will
override some of the environmentally harm-
ful provisions included in the Senate ver-
sion. So far, said Griffin, their efforts have
been fairly successful.

For example, the Energy and Commerce
Committee has approved provisions that
will make wind and solar energy more

available to electricity consumers. And the
Science and Technology Committee has in-
creased federal funding for research and de-
velopment of energy efficiency and renew-
able energy technologies.

The Interior Committee voted to restore
public safety hearings on nuclear plant opera-
tions — a provision removed from the Senate
bill. “Our bill is designed to protect the rights
of individuals, communities, and states to
participate in the process of setting energy
policy,” said Rep. George Miller (D-Calif.},
chairman of the committee.

Both the Interior and the Merchant Marine
and Fisheries committees also approved pro-
visions torestrict offshore oil and gas drilling,
and to allow the Interior Department to buy
back undeveloped drilling leases in environ-
mentally sensitive areas.

Griffin said it is not clear which provisions

will be included in the final bill, and she

expects the Sierra Club will have to fight off

weakening amendments orithe Housefloor,
as well as in the final House-Senate con-
ference negetiations.

Griffin said she anticipates a major floor
fight over amendments expected to be
offered by Reps. Henry Waxman (D-Ca-
hif.) and Peter Kostmayer (D-Pa.). Waxman
wants to reqquire the United States to stabi-
lize its carbon dioxide emissions in order
to curb global warming. Kostmayer’s
amendment would guarantee the public’s
right to participate in safety hearings on
new nuclear power plants.

What You Can Do

Urge your represeniative to support Rep.
Waxman's global warming bill, HR 4750,
and Rep, Kostmayer’s nuclear safety hear-
ings bill, H.R.3629, as amendments 1o
H.R.776.

The fuel-efficiency/safety issue

N

lated cement kilns ,
¢ Cut down on the production, use, and disposal of
toxic materials industry
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SAN FRANCISCQ — The Sierra Club an-
nounced the winners of its 1992 environmen-
tal awards on May 2. Honorees included long-
time Club activists, an eavironmental jour-
nalist, a photographer, and two members of
the U. S. Congress.

“rJames C. Catlin, the John Muir Award, the
Club's highest honor, “For 16 years of
unstinting field work, research, advocacy,
and coalition-building in the cause of Utah
and other desert wilderness. He has carried
forward the ideals and principals of John Muir
in exemplary fashion.” Mr. Catlin, of Berke-
ley, CA,isamember of the San Francisco Bay
Chapter.

rJohn Hopkins, the William Colby Award,
“For cutstanding contributions to the Sierra
Club public lands program, building the com-
mittee into amodel of environemtal advocacy
and effectiveness.” Mr. Hopkins, of Davis,
CA, is amember of the Mother Lode Chapter.

%J.D. Marston, the Ansel Adams Award,
“For superlative use of still photography to
further the protection and preservation of many
natural areas, wilderness areas, and archaeo-
logical sites.”

veRepresentative Bruce F. Vento, the Edgar
Waybum Award, “For his continuing contri-
butions and leadership in the establishment
and guardianship of our national parks and
other protected areas,”

vrJoseph Brecher, the William Q. Douglas

Award, “Tireless litigator for dean air, sen-
" sible planning and non-destructive logging

under California’s Forest Protection Act.”

YrRepresentative Peter H. Kostmayer, Dis-
tinguished Service Award, “Open, forceful
campaigner for environmental action.”

E]

Y¢Harold Gilliam, San Francisco Chronicle,
David R. Brower Environmental Journalism
Award, “For his outstanding contribution to
environmental journalism, and his efforts to
create a better public understanding of envi-
ronmental issues through consistent, accurate
and innovative writing,”

veGordon Benner, Kehrlein Award (Qutings
Program), “For his years of Outing leader-
ship, including nearly two decades guiding
the Alaska Trips program; and who, as Medi-

Sierra Winners

cal Officer of the Outings Committee, has
given gencrous counsel in selection of the
content of the medical kits on outings; and
whose sought-after mountain medicine lec-
tures have played a primary role in the field
education of a generation of outing leaders.”
Mr. Benner, of Berkeley, CA, is a member of

. the San Francisco Bay Chapter.

“rKansas Chapter, Sierra Club, the Denny
and Ida-Wilcher Award, “For phenomenal
and sustained growth in membership in 1990
and 1991.”

P Alice Krueper, the Susan E. Miller Award,
“For extraordinary personal and long-stand-
ing commitment to the needs, concerns, and
enthusiasms of the San Gorgonio Chapter.”
Ms. Krueper resides in San Bernadino, CA.

trHarry Krueper, the Susan E. Miller Award,
“For extraordinary personal and long-stand-
ing commitment to the needs, concerns, and
enthusiasms of the San Gorgonio Chapter.”

_ Mr. Krueper resides in San Bernadino, CA.

- YrJoan Bennett, the Susan E, Miller Award,

“For enthusiastic and exceptional communi-
cation efforts on behalf of the John Muir
Chapter.” Ms. Benneit resides in Recine, WL

“rKarin Derichsweiler, the Susan E. Miller
Award, “Team player who exemplifies vol-
unteer action and leadership for her chapter
and group.” Ms. Derichsweiler, of Norinan,
OK, is a member of the Oklahoma Chapter.

tvRobert I. Palzer, Special Achievement
Award, “For his energetic and effective de-
fense of air quality in Oregon and beyond.”
Mr. Palzer, of Ashland, is a member of the
Oregon Chapter.

YrBomnie Hardwick, Special Achievement
Award, “For managing the completion of the
Centennial Project toprocessthe SierraClub’s
permanent records; For securing the federal
grant to fund this project.” Ms. Hardwick, of
El Cerrito, CA, is a member of the San Fran-
cisco Bay Chapter,

wRosemary Fox, Special Achievement
Award, "For many years she has been the
SierraClubs voice for wildlife and wilderness
in western Canada.” Ms. Fox is a member of
the Western Canada Chapter.

rAmy Meyer, Special Service Award, “F
two decades of superb organizing and mob
lizing people for Golden Gate National Re
reation Area and for her dedication as
advocate and steward for this and other urb
park areas.” Ms. Meyer, of Oakland, CA, is a
member of the San Francisco Bay Chapter.

YeSusan Merrow, Centennial Award, “For
the 1991 Annual Dinner,” Ms. Merrow, oft
Colchester, CT, is amember of the Connecti-
cut Chapter,

“rTom Turner, Centennial Award, “For writ-
ing the Centennial book, 100 Years of Pro-
tecting Nature.”

“¢Richard Cellarius, Centennial Award, “For
editing the Centennial book, 100 Years of
Protecting Nature,” Mr. Cellarius, of Olym-
pia, WA is a member of the Washington
Chapter. .

trMaxine McCloskey, Centennial Award,
“For thechildren's musical.” Ms. McCloskey,:
of Bethesda, MD, is a member of the Mary-
Iand Chapier. ,

YeJean Lutterman, Centennial Award, “For
the children’s musical.”

“rMarjorie Richman, Centennial Award, “For:
the 1,000 mile bicycle ride.” Ms. Richman, of
Bethesda, MD, is a member of the Maryland
Chapter.

trHarvard Ayers, Centennial Award, “For
the Appalachian Trail hike.” Mr. Ayers, of |
Boone,NC, is amember of the North Carolina
Chapter. '

“¢Gibb Smith, Centennial Award, “For the
Utah Symphony.” Mr, Smith, of Layton, UT,
is a member of
the Utah Chapter.

“rJay Hoffman,
Centennial
Award, “For the
Utah Sym-
phony.”

- ALBUQUERQUE GROUP

June Meeting: New Mexico's Wilderness Areas
by Ralph Wrons

Summer is here and it’s a fine time to explore Northern New Mexico’s wilderness areas. John Wright, Chapter Issues Chair
for National Forest Wilderness, has done a lot of exploring himself, both on his own and as a leader of Sierra Club outings.

At our next public meeting, John will present a slide show of some of his favorite places in the following N. New Mexico
Wildernesses: the Pecos, the San Pedro Parks and the Wheeler Peak Wilderness Areas. These trips were all made in the last
year. John will also give us an update on the New Mexico BLM Wilderness Bill as it relates to National Forest Wilderness,
Even though the Bill has stalled due to lack of support from our two Senators, we should always be ready to move it forward
given a glimmer of hope and make sure there are no attempts to lessen its.acreage or its language.

As usual, our public meetings are held on the third Monday evening of the month at the UNM Law School, room 2401, corner

of Constitution and Stanford NE. For June, that falls on the 15th and the meeting begins at 7:30 P.M. Please bring your own -

coffee cupif you care to have some of the coffee provided by Albuquerque Group. Pleasealsonote that we have announcements
preceding the highlight show; these usually include “Hot Topics™ for the lecal conservation-minded community, recaps of
recent outings by Outings Chair David Morrison and notice of other public meetings of interest.  Hope to see you there.

Las Huertas Canyon Update
by Marion Davidson

For twenty years, folks have opposed the development
ofLas Huertas Canyon which follows the creek of the same
name down the northeast slope of the Sandias. With the
Forest Service's determination that the area should be
developed for automobile recreation, a coalition of organi-
zations, including the Sierra Club, filed suit in federal
district court last summer. Represented by the environ-
mental attorney, Grove Burnett, the groups complained
that the decision had not adequately considered the im-
pacts on the Canyon of the propesed development and that
the decision was not based on the full range of alternalives
as required by the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA).

Currently, Burnett is gathering affidavits from experts to
demonsirate the lack of attention toa wide range of impacts
that will result from Forest Service proposals for the

Goncerf/or the Sarth

4;,’?;#. oo

The Helios String Quartet
under the Portal at

Coronado Monurnent
State Road 44, Just west of Bemnalillo

3:00 pm Sunday, June 7

$10 lor advance tekets from Natural Sound In Nob Hill Shopping Center
or $12 at the deor
all proceeds to benefit
Las Huertas Litigation Fund

for more information,
call 867-2768

Canyon. During the discovery phase of the lawsuit, documents from the Forest Service revealed that the “scenic byway”

designation for the Crest Highway included a stop in Las Huertas Canyon in its auto tour brochure which is expected to escort '

over one million visitors a year to a new visitors” center at the Crest,

According to Burnett, a final brief and argument in the Las Huertas litigation is expected for this summer. To support this effort,
the Helios String Quartet will appear in a “Concert for the Earth with Dessert” scheduled for June 7 at 3:00 pm at the Coronado

Monument. See the above announcement for more information.
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ALBUQUERQUE

Albuguerque Academy Plans to
Proceed With Development
by Leslie Amrhein

The High Desert Investment Corporation, the for-profit arm of the
Albuquerque Academy, is proceeding with plans to develop its 987 acre
parcel in the Sandia Foothills. The sector plan detailing development of
the parcel east of Tramway Blvd., north of Montgomery and south of
Academy Rd., is due to be released in May or June.

The Albuquerque Group has recently been involved in the siting approval
process for the reservoir designed to serve the development. We at-
tempted to convince the city of the need for a cost-benefit analysis, an
examination of alternate sites, and of the need to integrate siting of the
reservoir with the sector plan, the master plan (including, significantly,
designation of 165 acres of the parcel as planned open space acquisition),
and other planning documents, etc. The Environmental Planning Com- -

" mission, however, voted on May 7th to approve. The reservoir site is

located in the foothills just south of Simms Park.

We continue to work 10 salvage the 165 acres (designated as open space)
from development. We have submitted an application for the acreage to
the Open Space Advisory Board; the Board is expected to address the
issue at its May or June meeting. Examination of the sector development
plan is also upcoming. The Academy has expressed interest in working
with the Sierra Club to develop trails, drainage systems and other aspects
of the plan. ;

i you wouid like additional information and/or would be interested in
working on this project, please contact Jay Sorenson, 884-4314.

Growp Chair
Vice-Chair
Seeretary
Treasurer
Chapter
At-Large .
At-Large
At-Large
At-Large

Stefan Yerchinski
Ralph Wrons
Heidi Fleischunann
Richard Barish
Stefan Verchinski
Bob Comish |
Blair Brown
Teresa Johnson
David Bouquin

(" 1992 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE )
Office Telephone: 265-5506

888-1370
275.0856
260-1217
247-8079
§88-1370

 255-6037
" 265-3231

265-5506
265-7853

The Albuguerque Group of the Sierra Club depends entirely on the
cfforts of volunteers. To help our efforts, call ene of the followingd
issue coordinators;

Air Quality Heidi Fleischrzann 260-1217
Books/

Calendars Rich Adam 266-4057
Bosque Richard Barish 247-8079
City Planning David Bouguin 265-7853
City Tmils Vacant

Censervation David Bouguin 265-7853
Encrgy Ralph Wrons 275-0856
as Huertas Marion Davidson 867-5178
Mailings Doreen Kah 345-7919
Mexican Wolf Susan Larsen 897-2527
Newsletter Domothy Brethaver 275-6113

Jessica Bailey B57-0286
Qutings David Morsison 344-8693
Petroglyphs/ ' ’
Westside Ike Eastvold 255-7679
Population Bruce Ferguson 765-5757
Michelle Meaders 266-8823

Public Lands Hubert Davis 299-6904
Solid Waste David Bouquin 265-7853
Water Quality Vacant
&ﬂdﬂfe Mare Bedner 299-2004 )

Water Activist Needed

“We are facing very important and exciting water issues in the coming months. We are, however, in need of a new Water

Chairperson for the Albuquerque Group. Expertise in the area is not a necessity, but an interest in water is essential. Our.
former Water Chair will help anyone interested to take over the position, Please call Leslic Amrhein (298-2081) or David

Bouquin (265-7853).

-
CALENDAR

June 4: -Mexican Wolf Coalition, 7:30 PM
June 8: Executive Committee Meeting, 7:30 PM.

June 22: Conservation committee meeting, 7:30 PM.
July 2:  Mexican Wolf Coalition, 7:30 PM.

9

June 15: Sierra Club General Meeting, UNM Law School, rm. 2401, 7:30 PM

Unless otherwise noted, meeting§ take piaée at the Club office at 207 San Pedro NE.

June 5: 9pm Deadline for all articles for Sierran on disk. Dorothy Brethauer (275-6113) is editor.

J
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OUTINGS

Abbreviations: NM = National Monument; SC = Sierra Club; SW = Sandia Wilderness;

PNM = Petroglyph National Monument

SatJuné

Jornado def Muerte Wilderness Study Area
Take a walk on the wild side, take a walk on the
Spanish settler’s road, the “Journey of Death.”
From a lizard whose coloration hasadapted to
the color of the lava flow, a crater, and a bat
filled lava tube to the remains of a Spanish
road, pot shards and flint pieces, and many
Archaic Indian sites this area will delight the
desert wilderness fans. Bring lunch, water,
sunscreen, sturdy shoes. Meetat the SC office,
9am. Phyllis Martinez 344-4386.

Sun Jun 7

Tres Pistoles Canyon, Sandia Wilderness
Congress is considering profecting this 437
acres of privaie land at the mouth of “Three
Guns Canyon”. Protection will stabilize the
large recreational nsage, protect artifacts dat-
ing back to 1150 AD and several state-threat-
ened plants and cacti, and provide access tothe
raptor survey site. 3 hours, leisure, Meetat SC
office, Bam. David Morrison 344-8G693

Sat Jun 13

Tapia Canyon Pictographs and Guadaltpe
Ruins, Rio Puerco Basin

Kathy Walters of the BL.M will guide us along
a stream in a canyon to the impressive Tapia
pictographs. Next, we head to the impressive
and extensive Guadaluperuins, Bring hat, sun-
screen, lunch, water, sturdy shoes, and camera.
Moderate with some scramble, 6-8 miles. Meet
at BLM office, 435 Montano Rd NE, Jam,
High clearance vehicles desirable. Rutph Genter
881-3147.

Sat-Sun Jun 13-14

Humphreys Peak, Arizona Car Campiiiike
Penkbag Arizona’s highest penk, at 12,633
feet, in the Kachina Wilderness. To the Hopi,
theKachina gods bringrain to thecrops. Bristle-
cone pine forest, volcanic peak. Leave Friday
evening, car camp at Petrified Forest, day hike
the peak on cither Sat. or Sun,, sccond car
camp at Sunset Crater. 6-8 miles, moderate,
3,000 foot elevation gain. Stefun Verchinski
888-1370.

Sun Jun 14

Bosgue Tree Planting Site

Check on our trees and hang our medal, asy
walk to the river near Rio Grande Blvd. and
Paseo del Norte. Families welcome. Bicycle
access. Longer hike possible. Bring binocu-
lars, we will look for birds, From Rio Grande
Blvd., turn west on last driveway south of
Paseo de) Norte. Go to dirt parking lot. MEET
at4PM. Caution: this intessection 15 ann over-

pass-no gccess. Lauvra Jenking 293-7527

¥Mon Jun 15

PreMeeting Dinner

Olyinpla restaurant, 2210 Central SE, Greek
food, RSVP. Ingrid Baker 839-4678.

Sat Jun 20

Barrow Pit Wetland, Rie Grande Bosque
Near Los Lunas the Civil Corp of Engineers
excavated a pit 10 years ago that has become a
wetland pond. Mark Sisuentas from the Corp
will be leading the tour, Barrow pits are being
proposed for the SC land in the oxbow. Lei-
sure, Meet at 8:30 at SC office, 207 San Pedro
NE. David Morrison 344-8693.

Sun Jun 21

Piedras Marcadas Arroyvo Hike, PNM

Ike will discuss how the City Transportation
Planning department hasignored National Park
Service ideas for road alignment with the re-
sult of neighborhoods being turned against the
monument. View thousands of petroglyphs.
RSVP. Tke Bastvold 255-7679.

Sat Jun 27

Tres Pistoles to Embudo Hike/Car Swap,
Sandias
One group will start at Tres Pistoles and the
other group at Embudo. Key swapand unchat
the ridge. Stop for ice cream afterwards, Mod-
erate, 6 miles. Meet at 8:30 at the SC office,
207 San Pedro NE, Bob Cornish 255-6037.
Susan Gonnan, Blair Brown 265-3231,

Sun Jun 28
Boca Negra Arroyo Hike, Petroglyph NM

- Thousands of petroglyphs, plentiful wildlife,

and a variety of wildflowers, Bring sturdy
shees. RSVP. Tke Eastvold 255-7679.

Sun Jun 28

Raptor Rehabilitation Towr

Shirley Kendall of Wildlife Rescue Inc. of NM
has been rehabilitating hundreds of hawks,
owls, falcons, and others for years. Birds come
to her with broken bones, gunshots, poisoning,
and being orphaned. We will see a variety of
birds at different stages of rehabilitation to-
wards release in the wilds, Meet at 8:45 at
Burrito Company, NE corner of Alameda and
Coors. David Morrison 344-8693.

Sat Jul 11

Floating the Ric Grande

Bring out your raft, kayak, or canoce for a
leisurely float through the city. Expert
whitewaterer, Dennis Morrison, will be on

hand to offer some instruction. Must be able to
swim. Some raft space and life jackets are
available. We will stop to hike into some areas
inaccessible from the road. We will start near
Alameda. 8:30 am, RSVP David Morrison
344-8693.

Sun Jul 12 ;
Geological Windows Hike, Petroglyph NM
Unusual geological features and petroglyphs.
Bring sturdy shoes, camera, binoculars. Lei-
sure. RSVP. Ike Hastvold 255-7679.

Sat Jul 18

Pecos Wilderness Hike

Hike to or along the Pecos river near Jack's
Creek campground, or another area, Just south
of this area was the mine tailing pollution.
Moderate 6 miles. Meet at SC office, 207 San
Pedro NE at 8am. Bob Cornish 255-6037.

Mon Jul 20

PreMeeting Dinner

Bring a sack lunch and an appetizer to share
with a handful of people. After eating we will
Took for the burrowing owls along the UNM
golf course, Meetat the south end of the UNM
law school. Theresa Johnson 281-2740.

Sat Jul 25

Rinconada Canyon Hike, Petroglyph NM
Thousands of petroglyphs and a variety of
wildlife. Bring sturdy shoes, camera binocu-
lars. RSVP. Ike Eastvold 255-7679.

Sat-Sun Jul 25-26

Jemez WaterfalliHot Spring Car Camp
Axrive Saturday evening for a campfire of
marshmellows. Bring your swimsuits for a
Sunday hike to the McCauley hot springs. You
can drive up Sunday to meet the group for hike
at9:30am. Assistance withcamping available.
Susan Gorman, Blair Brown 265-3231.

Fri-Mon Jul 31-Aug 3

Trail Building Trampas Lakes to Santa
Barbara Divide

High in the pines join a varied group of SC
members from around the southwest. 340 cost
for group food. Moderate brushing and some
logging. Linda and John Buchser 281-2015.

Sat Aug 8

Piedras Marcadas Arroyo Hike, PNM
Seedescription for June21. RSVP. Ike Eastvold
255-7679.
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Sierra Club
El Paso Regional Group

Franklin Mountains State Park Eyed for Mining

Over much of Franklin Mountains State Park, the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) owns the surface but not the
subsurface (the mineral estate). Inmany cases, the Texas General
Land Office (GLO) owns the minerals, and the GLO has adifferent
land-management mandate than the TPWD. The GLO uses its
holdings to generate income for the state's Permanent School
Fund. One way it does this is through mining leases.

Hitt Canyon Targeted

Hitt Canyon is a beautiful canyon on the east side of the Franklins
near the New Mexico-Texas state line. In 1987, Mr. Pics Schnitz
of El Paso obtained the first in a series of permits from the GLO to
prospect for minerals on land in Hitt Canyon a mile inside the Park
boundary. To date, Mr. Schnitz has found no significant concen-
trations of metallic minerals. Mostly he has found silica, orquartz.

Nobigdeal, right? Well,itis abig dealif you consider ASARCO
uses silica in its smelting operations and is looking for cheaper
sources of this material. Working with Southwest Exploration of

Silver City, NM, Mr. Schnitz is currently seeking authorization

from the GLO to remove 500 tons of rock (about 20 truck loads)
from Hitt Canyon for a final assay to determine if the material in
the canyon is suitable for ASARCO's use.

If it is, we can expect an application for full-scale mining to
follow. The GLO projects that up to 240,000 tons of rock per year
could be removed from an openpit mine, withthe scarring ultimately
affectingupto40acres, All within Franklin Mountains State Park.

At press time, the GLO is awaiting comments from TPWD
before allowing the final assay to proceed. In its comments, the
TPWD is expected to oppose full-scale mining and initiate a
process under which it can protect this vulnerable area by acquiring
the mineral rights from the GLO.

Rest of Park Vulnerable
- The potential mine in Hitt Canyon is a serious problem, and it
brings into focus an even larger problem. Other areas of the Park

JUNE GENERAL MEETING

The June general meeting will feature a panel discussion
about the Frankiin Mountains State Park, John Green will
present some of his beautiful slides of the Franklins, and
Betsy Julian and John Sproul will present a panel discus-
sion concerning potential intrusions into the park. The
Lorax has recently featured articles about the Franklins;
one regarding the communications tower and, in this issue
a mining venture in Hitt Canyon, but, unbelievably, there
are other potential intrusions.

The meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June
24, at St. Paul's Methodist Church, 7000 Edgemere (two
blocks cast of Airway). Please join us. For more infor-
mation, contact Ted Mertig, 852-3011.

4 GROUP DIRECTORY
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chairman/Public Lands Ted Menig 852-3011
Yice Chairman Joc Rodriguez 833-9655
Secretary Femando Dubove  544-5973
Treasurer Kathy Sunday 584-9301
Member Gary Williams 544-8484
Member Carolina Greenfield 593-2838
Member/Programs Betsy Julian 544.5741
CONSERVATION
Environmental Quality Tom Brasfield 584-8739
Franklin Mins John Sproul 545-5157
Political Action Jim Bell 581-8864
Population Patuy Pagels 592.7485
ADMINISTRATICN
Environmental Center Linda Mahlow 5329645
532-4876
Group/LLORAX Mail Bili Phillips 7126503
Hospitalizy Barbara Menig 852-3011
1COo Jeanne French 592-1660
SIERRAN Editor Wyona Tumer 585-0251
Membership Carolina Greenficld 593-2838
Office Rep. Neil O'Hara 565-4735
Cutings Carol Morrison 585-9077
Publicity Todd Davgherty 5842730
Sierra Club Environmental Center
800 S. Picdras

532-9645, 532-4876
Please send any changes or corrections in membership 10
Carolina Greenfield, Membership Roll
\_ 1510 Dale Douglas, 79936 ‘)

" DECISION SOON ON THE DIAMOND BAR
GRAZING ALLOTMENT
Environmentalists in the Silver City area are battling a Forest
Service proposal to construct 33 new stock tanks in the Gila
and Aldo Leopold Wilderness areas on the Diamond Bar
grazing allotment in the Gila National Forest. The plan,
which calls for new stock tanks to be bulldozed into upper
drainages of trout streams that provide critical habitat for the
endangered Gila trout, was identified as the Forest Service's
“preferred alternative” in their development of a new
management strategy for the Diamond Bar.
If constructed, these tanks would permanently aiter the
wildemess ecosystem by diverting stream flow, creating

A Decision Notice from Gila National Forest Supervisor
Maynard Rostis expected early this summer. Forinfomation
call Susan Schock at Gila Watch, (505) 388-2854.

SIERRA BLANCA UNDER SIEGE
Hudspeth County, Texas, near the town of Sierra Blanca
is the proposed location for several waste disposal projects.
The residents are seeking our support in opposing-the
following waste sites. e
Low Level Nuclear Waste Dump
The proposed location of a low level nuclear waste dump
has been moved from Fort Hancock to Sierra Blanca. This
decision appears to be based on political factors not scien-
tificones. 1) Thisarea

‘sacrifice areas'denuded r

of vegetation and con-
tributing to increased
rain runoff and down-
stream siltation. The
Forest Service is justi-
fying this development
in the wilderness under
the guise of resource
protection.’

The Gila National
Forest Plan mandates
riparian conditions and
wildlife habitat on the
Diamond Bar. To bring
the permitted number of
cattle in line with the
actual capacity of the
resource would, accord-
ing to the USFS's own
documents, require are-
duction to around 300
head. The Diamond Bar
is currenily allowed to
graze 1,188 cattle. Over

EDWARD ABBEY'S ADVICE )
TO FRAZZLED ENVIRONMENTALS
Do not burnyourself out. Be as i am--arefuctant
enthusiast..a part-time crusader, a half-hearted
fanatic. Save the other half of vourselves and your
lives for pleasure and adventure. It is not enough
to fight for the West; it is even more important to
enjoy it. White you can, While it is still here.

So get out there and hunt and fish, mess around
withyour friends, ramble out yonder and explore the
forests, encounter the grizz, climb the mountains,
bag the peaks, run the rivers, breathe deep of that
vet sweet and lucid air, sit quietly for awhile and
contempiate the precious stillness, that lovely,
mysterious and awesome space.

Enjoy yourselves, keep your brain in your body,
the body active and dlive. | promise you this much:
[ promise you this one sweet victory over our
enernies, over those deskbound menwiththeir hearts
in a safe deposit box and thelr eyes hypnotized by
desk calculators, | promise youthis: Youwill outlive
the bastards.

\_ from the Gila Hike & Bike, Silver City, NM

has geology very simi-

‘lar to Fort Hancock

(ground fis§urcs_,
seismically active,
complex and poorly
understood
hydrogeology; 2) sur-
face water flows into
the Rio Grande; 3) vary
near the intemational
border with Mexico,
with subsequent politi-
cal consequences; 4)
facility design (burial)
doesn't allow for future
inspection or retrieval
of waste should prob-
lems arise or new dis-
posal techniques be
discovered.
Sludge

New York City pro-
poses to ship its par-
tially treated sewage to

the past 25 years, the actual use numbers have been around
800 head, with devastating effects on the wildemess.
In-an attempt to mitigate riparian damage, the USFS is

Hudspeth County, where it will be spread in a thinlayer on
the surface. Potential problems with this proposal are: 1)
pathogens in the partially treated sewage may cause diseases

a In . i i i . ‘ =
ggdej?gzlgoglmgrggl;m;k}e;i; o\x;?gao:dl’\?‘;gsﬁ;e%l;(ll\;g ggf;itgg ( JUNE OUTINGS ) proposing this travesty, which will, essentially, move the  in area residents; 2) elevated levels of Eegvy_{nétél_ﬁ'po'se
urge TPWD 1o 1) oppose mining in Hitt Canyon; 2) acquire the damage from the stream bottoms 1o the fragil upland envi-  healthrisks; and 3) sewage on the ground will smell bad and
mineral rights in the area being considered for silica mining; and GRAY RANCH SERVICE TRIP ronment. This precedent could open wildemess throughout may contaminate surface water. _
3)includeinthe management plan now being prepared forthe Park gﬁggﬁ Jc;“‘e SRZ; 1392 the west to further exploitation for the benefit of the  Formore information, contact Bill Addington, (915) 369-
a commitment to obtain all mineral interests in the Park to prevent ¢ Ass: hﬂﬂamc commercial users of National Forest lands. 2541 (before 6 pm) or (915) 3692551 (after 6 pm)
any future mining-related damage. - LIMIT: 12, reservations required EARTH DAY 1993 HELP WANTED
John Sproul LEADER: Gary Williams, 544-8484 A commilttee is now being formed to plan a truly memorable and intemnational Earth Day for
Departure at noon on Friday. That evening and Saturday 1993. If you have some outstanding ideas or would like to volunteer to help with the planning,
will be spent clearing trails. please give Ted Mertig a call at 582-3011.
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SHORT DAYHIKE IN THE FRANKLINS
DATE: Saturday, June 6, 1992

PLACE: Franklin Mountains State Park
CLASS: Easy

LIMIT: 24, reservations required
LEADER: Claus Christiansen, 532-4066

This hike goes to the Cross in the Franklins (and if you don't
know where that is, join us on June 6th.) The length of the whole
hike is less than 2 miles and there is very little elevation gain.

SPRING CABIN BACKPACK

DATE: June 6-7, 1992

PLACE: White Mountain Wilderness

CLASS: Moderate

LIMIT: 12, reservations required

LEADERS: EvaPeppel, 591-9713, and Carolina Greenfield

We will hike up the 2 1/2 miles to the crest via Argentina Trail,
continuing on the Crest Trail 1 1/2 miles to Spring Cabin, where
we will set up camp. Sunday, we will hike (5 miles) to Bonito
Springs and from there take Bonito Trail (2.1/2 miles) back toour
cars. The clevation gain is 1,2(4)", : ’

RIM TRAIL DAYHIKE

DATE: Saturday, June 13, 1992

PLACE: Rim Trail, Lincoln National Forest

CLASS: Modecrate

LIMIT: 15, reservations and leader approval required
LEADER: Jim Bell, 581-8864 '

Enjoy this trail in (hopefully) cool weather for an approximately
12 mile hike in the Lincoln National Forest outside of Cloudcrofi.

ISSUE QUTING BACKPACK

DATE: June 13-14, 1992

PLACE: Black Range, Aldo Leopold Wilderness
CLASS: Easy

LIMIT: 15, reservations required

LEADER: Mike Episcopo, 833-3770

On this backpack we will witness first-hand some of the dam-
aging effects of the 1872 Mining Law in one of the riparian
ecosystems within the Black Range. Our route will follow Trail
757 along N. Percha Creek where several mines will be observed.
The harm to the area will become self-evident as numerous large
mines, minetailirigs and the resultant water pollution are examined.
We then will enter the backcouniry of the Aldo Leopold Wilder-
ness, which was a favorite retreat of Mimbres Apache Chicf
Victorio, and camp along the creck in the shadow of a high rock
canyon where Indian pictographs can be seen. Total roundtrip
mileage is 6 miles, with an approximate 500 ft. elevation gain.
There will be numerous stream crossings along the trail. We will
wave early Saturday moming,

SACRAMENTO MOUNTAINS CARCAMP
DATE: June 19-21, 1992

PLACE: Sacramento Mountains
CLASS: Easy

LIMIT: 12, reservations required
LEADER: Dale Harris, 544-7149

We will depart from the Wilderness Park Museum ai 6:30 p.m.
Friday evening. Friday night camp will be in the Sleepy Grass
campgrounds (fee} outside Clouderoft. Saturday we will drive 1o
a primitive camp on the east side of the Sacramentos for our
hiking, Sunday we will have additional hikes and return to the El
Paso in the afterncon. Higher clearance vehicles are necessary.
You will nced to bring enough water for the entire trip.

SOUTH FRANKLIN PEAK DAYHIKE

DATE: Saturday, Fune 20, 1992

PLACE: Franklin Mountains State Park

CLASS: Moderate

LIMIT: 15, reservations and leader approval required
LEADER: Carol Morrison, 585-9077

Enjoy a Spring-Summer morning hike on South Franklin Peak
that will offer terrific views and arest break on top.  You'll need
sun profeciion, a snack and water for thig hike that will begin at
8 a.m. at the parking area just east of the top of Transmouniain
Road. Despite arather steep and rocky trail, we shouid be down
by noon.

EIGHT-DAY GILA BACKPACK

DATE: June 22-29, 1992 (Monday-Monday)
P:LACE: Gila Wilderness, NM

LIMIT: 12, leader approval required
CLASS: Difficult '

LEADER: Laurence Gibson, 594-7342

This hike is for the experienced, well-conditioned, and well-
equipped backpacker. It offers a fine opportunity to revel in the
beauty of the Gila while reaching a state of toughness not
possible on shorter outings. The hiking itsclf will only be
moderately difficuilt, but packs are heavy for the first several days
and require careful preparations and adeguate expericnce.

HUBBELL CANYON KIDDIE BACKPACK

DATE: June 27-28, 1992

PLACE: Lincoln National Forest

CLASS: Easy '

LIMIT: 5 families or 20 people, reservations reguired
LEADER: Mike Episcopo, 833-3770

Departing early Saturday morning, we will drive to Clouderoft,
NM and then turn south toward Sacramento Peak en rouide to our
trailhead. The hike follows an easy trail through open meadows
for a total of 2 miles. 'We will camp near the stream in a very

picturesquearea, where several waterfalls are located. Splashing

about in the stream will be available. You and your children
should have some backpacking experience, aithough beginners
will be accepted with proper equipment. Those Sierrans with no
children are welcome, space permitting.

SANTA FE GROUP NEWS

SUMMER SOLSTICE POTLUCK PICNIC - SATURDAY, JUNE 20

Lani Moore (989-7711) has again graciously
offered her beautiful home in Tesuque to host this
annual event. Please bring a pot luck contribution Fﬂe
cqual to cight servings for cach person coming from G
one of the following: casserole, meat or vegetable
dish, salad, bread, dessert, appetizer, beer, wine or
[ruit juices. Please also bring your own plates and
dinnerware so we do not have to use and throw
away paper and plastic. If you play a guitar or other
musical instrument, we could have an after-dinner
sing. For reservations and information, call Norman
McCallan (471-0005) or Carol Owens (471-4769).
See map for directions to Lani’s house. This is a

great oceasion to meet new friends, do some
environmental networking, or renew old
acquaiutances!

The potluck picnic is free and open to the public
and will be held at Lani Moore's house (sce map —)

on Saturday, June 20, at 6 PM.

FLIEA MARKET FUNDRAISER — Clean out your
closets and garage now, and then set aside Saturday,
Junc 20, as the day you will help sell everyone’s

goodies to keep our Group afloat! To donate

Gwen Wardwell (438-3060) or

merchandise andfor to volunteer to help, please call: [
Web Kitchell (982-9074 /church, 471-7539) _\

SIERRA CLUB -- S8anta Fe Group
440 Cerrillos Road

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
Telephone 505/983-2703

\

>> SANTA FE GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS <<

Junc Chair — Jana Oyler* 983-1858
Vice-Chair -~ Norma McCallan* 471-00035
Sccrctary — Jana Oyler® 088-1858
Treasurer — Lionel Soracco® 983-6715
Conscrvation — Sue Harrod 986-8825
Chapler Representative — Sue Harrod ORG-8825
i cgislation — Ken Hughes 088-9297
Mcmbership — Pat Stevens 082-5051
Trund Raising — Web Kiichell* 471-7539

* Mcember of the Santa Fe Group Executive Commitice

Terms expire 12/92: Freeman/Keskulla/Kitchell/McClure

Publicity — Jana Oyler* 988-1858
Outingg - Norma McCallan* 471-0005
Arnold Keskulta 982-9570
Publications — Beisy Fuller 983-8870
Education/Recycling/Office — Carolyn Keskulla® 952-9570
Newslctter Editor — Kay Carlson 982-3926
Phone Tree—Martha Anne Freeman 438-0697
John McClure* 473-1916
Coby Muckelroy* 983-5453
Lani Moore* 989-7711

12/93; McCaltan/Moore/Muckelroy/Oyler/Soracco

*Dixieland at Birdland"—A fundraiser picnic at and for the Randall Davey Audubon Center featuring the music of the Red Hot Chiles, S_und_ay,
June 21, 4-8 p.m. Admission is $20 (Bring Your Own Picnic) or $30 (Picnic Included.) For reservations and info, call 983-4609. Don't miss it!

THE RIO GRANDE SIERRAN

JUNE 1992

JUNE 1992

THE RIO GRANDE SIERRAN




20

20

27
21

27

>>>>>>>>> SANTA FE GROUP OUTINGS <<<<<<<<<<’

21
21

28
28

28

,!une

ArtJudd (982-3212) Easy/Moderate Hike Atalaya Mtn or equivalent. Leave 9 AM,
SF National Forest Watch (Martha Anne Freeman 438-0697) Training Workshop

-9:30 AMto 3 PM at Hotel Plaza Real, 125 Washington Street Effective forest

monitoring skxlis/s1Ivmulture/communlcatlon skills.

Victor Atyas (471-7545) Easy Hike in Bandelier to'Ric. Leave 9.I5 AM.
Stephen Janus (988-4137) Moderate/Strenuouns Hike Santa Fe Baldy. Leave § AM.
Joe Whelan (984-0746) Moderate Hike in Bandelier. Leave §:30 AM.

Paul Miller (473-3107) Car Camp at Trujillo Meadows (near Cumbres Pass). Leave
Sat 8 AM. Hike both days (optional). Return Sun PM. Call leader for further info
and reservations. Open to day hikers as well as car campers.

New Wave Rafting Co (455-2633) Sierra Fund Raising Raft Trip full day thru
White Rock Canyon, hike up thru Frijoles Canyon to Bandelier. CALL FOR INFO!
Norbert Sperlich (983-1962) Strenuous Hike Jemez Mtns. Call leader,

Gary Enos (473-4463) Strenuous Hike in Pecos Wilderness. Leave 7:30 AM.

SF National Forest Watch (Martha Anne Freeman 438-0697) Training Workshop
9:30 AM to 3 PM at Hotel Plaza Real, 125 Washington Street. Continuing
silviculture/communication skills and info on Threatened & Endangered Species.
Flea Market Fundraiser To help and/or just contribute goodies, Gwen Wardwell
(438-3060) or Web Kitchell (982-9674/church, 471-7539),

Group General Membership Summer Solstice Picnic at Lahi Moore’s house in
Tesuque (see map) For information, call Norma Mg¢Callan (471-0005).

Charles Crooks (471-0005) Easy Hike Bear Wallow Loop. Dogs OK. Lv 9:30 AM.,
Elizabeth Altman (471-8490) Easy Hike on the Chamisa Trail. Leave 9 AM.
David Brown (662-2185) Strenuous Hike to Lobo Peak (near Taos Ski Basin).
Leave 7:30 AM. Call leader for meeting place and details.

Caroline Glick (984-3184) Strenugus Hike to Painted Cave. Leave § AM.
Arnold Keskulla (982-9570) Easy Hike. Leave 8:30 AM,

Louise Leopold (988-4592) Easy Hike for dogs and friends. Leave 9:30 AM.
Brian Johnson (438-2087) Backpack Dome Wilderness. Call leader for reservations.

%. ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE / ISSUE HIKE FOR JUNE %

With Amigos Bravos, Tour the Molycorp molybdenum mine’s tailings, debris and
general environmental degradation and pollution of this beautiful area. Meet at El
Seville Restaurant, Questa, 10 AM Saturday, or PERA at 7:45 AM to carpool. After
touring the mine area, proceed to Guadalupe Peak (Easy 2 Mile Hike to the top),
site of the proposed new talhngs pond for Molycorp, and picnic at the top. Great
vistas! Those who wish, can Car Camp overmght {Saturday) at the Rio Grande Wild

. & Scenic River campground and enjoy the various Easy to Moderate Hikes in the

’ :area on Sunday. For more information on the mining issues, call Amigos Bravos in

i :g.Taos (1-758-3874) or Hank Saxe (1-758-9513). For more information and
reservations on the trip, call Norma McCallan (471 0005) Dogs allowed.

Outings Notes - All outings, unless otherwise specified, leave from the PERA parking lot at the corner of Pasec de Peralta
and.Old SF Trall (across street from State Capitol and Patis Corbag). Carpooling will be arranged at the parking lot, and
each hiker should come prepared to pay 5 cents a mile to the driver of the car in which hiker rides. Hikers should bring
a lunch, water, sturdy hiking boots or shoes, and clothing suitable for the weather — leader reserves the right to turn away
anyone whose equipment or experience appears unsuitable. Leader has the right to alter destination of hike or capcet the
trip due to weather, unfaverable conditions, or insufficient numbers of participants. Unaccompanied minors must have
written permission from parents or guardians to parlicipate; permission forms are available at the Sierra Club office, Dogs
are not permitted on hikes unless noted otherwise, Telephone leader for details of the individual hike.
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Fri SatSun July

3 4 5 Norma McCallan (471-0005) 3 day backpack along the Crest Trail of the White
Mountains - approx. 25 miles in length. Fri night at Spring Cabin, Sat night at
highest point on trail (11,400’ near Sierra Blanca ski run. Call for reservations.

4 Charlie Crooks (471-0005) Easy/Moderate Hike Rio.en Medio. Dogs allowed.
Leave 9 AM.

5 YVYictor Atyas (471-7545) Easy Hike Bandelier HQ to Rio Grande Leave 9:15 AM.

11 Arnold Keskulla (982-9570) Easy/Moderate Hike near Ski Basin. Leave 8:30 AM.

11 SF National Forest Watch (Martha Anne Freeman 438-0657) All-Day Field Trip

to Jemez Mtns w/District Forest Ranger and a silviculturist.
12 Norbert Sperlich (983-1962) Moderate/Strenuous Hike to Lookout Rock above
LaVega (near Ski Basin). Reservations required.
10 11 12 Brian Johnson (438-2087) Backpack in San Pedro Parks. Leave Friday 5:30 PM.
Call leader for reservations.
18 Caroline Glick (984-3184) Strenuous Hike. Reservations required.
19 Elizabeth Altman (471-8490) Easy Hike in Cafiada de los Alamos. Leave 9 AM,
18 19 Paul Miller (473-3107) Easy/Moderate Backpack to Bear Lake (4 steep miles
R.T.) 11,500 in Southern Colorado with optional Moderate Hike (3-1/2 mile) on
to Conejos Peak, 13,172, on Sunday. Pace will be leisurely - a good backpack for
beginners. Call for reservations and for help with backpacking information.
25 John McClure (473-1916) Moderate Strenuous Hike Sangre de Cristos. Lv 8 AM.
26 Steven Janus (988-4137) Strenuous Hike to Capulin (Redondo) Peak via ridge
from Santa Fe Baldy. Leave 7:30 AM.
25 26 Gary Enos (473-4463) Strenuous Backpack to Pecos Baldy Lake, Climb peak and
return on Sunday. Call leader for reservations.
31/8-1/8-2 Linda & John Buchser (1-281-2015) Trail Maintenance Trip on the Centennial
Trail in the Pecos Wilderness. Charge of $40 includes all meals. Forest Service
provides tools. Group will camp at Trailhead, so no backpacking required.

>»>>>> MEETINGS - MEETINGS - MEETINGS <<<<<<
All members are invited to all meetings

Membership Meeting ** Conservation Commitfce * Executive Committee *
Tuesday, June 16, 7:30 Tuesday, June 30, 7 PM Tuesday, July 7, 7 PM

* Held at the Sierra Chub office at 440 Cerrillos Road

w3 Held at the Unitarian Church (on Barcelona between Don Gaspar and Galisteo)

The Deadline for Submission to the July Newsletter is Friday. § PM, June 5.

%

GROUP ISSUE CHAIRS |

To continue with our emphasis on conservation matters, the Sanm Fe Group now has watch
dogs for specific issues in the area:

Mining -  Sue Harrod Carson Forest - George Grossman
BLM - Roger Peterson Urban Affairs - Ken Hughes
~ SF Forest - Randy Freeman/ ' Grazing - Vacant

Martha Ann Freeman

Is grazing on our public lands an issue with you? Call Sue Harrod (986-8825) to see how you can
get involved.
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~ SOUTHERN NE

'New Dfficers

Storm Sermay is the new Membership Chair.
Steve Kalavity is the new Qutings Chair,

Hike-a-thon

The first annual John Muir Earth Day Hike-a-
thon went pretty well. About a half dozen
members hiked, raising an a modest sum of
much-needed money for the Group. Thanks
to Kris Paulsen for all her hard work in orga-
nizing the event.

Frenger Tree Planting

The Southwest Environmental Center's ripar-
jan park project at Frenger Park in Las Cruces
was launched with the planting by vohmteers
of 60 native tree and shrub species on Satur-
day, May 16. Students from Sarah Orton’s
University Hills School first grade class were

" Southern New Mexico Group

on hand to help plant and present the $60+ in
coins they collected for the project.

Animal Damage Gontrol

The Group has written a letter to Dona Ana
County Commissionersrequesting thatcounty
funds not be used for preddior control any-
more., At press time the Commission had not
decided on the matter.

Meetings

Contrary to previcus announcements, there
willnot be acandidate's forum on May 28, due
to a shortage of people to organize the event,
There will not be any type of general meeting
for May.

There will not be a general meeting in June,
The Executive Committee will meet on June
11. Call Myra for more information.

Chip Burrows
Owner/Grower

Qutings

At press time, na outings were scheduled.

Directory

Mym Pricg, Chair 524-0261
Dravid Pengelley, Yiee Chwir 525-8286
Kevin Bizxby, Conscrvation Co-Chair 525-1532
Sterm: Senmay, Conservation Co-Chair 382-3348
Kris Paulsen, Secretary 523-7413
Paul Bronson, Outings Coardinator 521-4076¢
Karen Foller, 1og Editor 824-4602
Cheryl Blevins, Publicity 524.4361

Warning: The Southera New Mexico Group is in
danger of folding due to a lack of active
members. We need youl

Pecos Trail Trip Plannéd

DESIERTO NURSERY

Growers and distributors of drought - tolerant native and
exotic trees and shrubs

2626 N. Mesa #318
Fl Paso, TX 79902

(515) 532-0151
FAX (915) 545-2657

Sustainable Flom- for landscaping in the Great Southwest

THE CARTER HOUSE

Bed & Breakfast Inn @ AYH-Hostel

Lucy and Jim Nolan

The USFS-Camino Real District is developing a connection
between the Trampas and Santa Barbara drainages, just north of the
Pecos Wilderness boundary, to be called the Centennial Trail. This
will add about 12 miles to the existing trail system by rebuilding an
abandoned trail and by converting an old jeep road to trail use (a
nice reversal of the usual USFS trend), The former road would be
available for motorized travel only by snowmobiles. Because this
trail is very near the Santa Barbara and Trampas Lakes trailheads,
it will take some of the pressure off these heavily used areas. Italso
will be available for mountain bikers.

The trip will take place from July 31 to August 3. Elevation at
base camp will be 9000+ fect, in a mixed spruce forest. Days will
be warm and nights cool, with typical mountain thunderstorms
possible in the afterncons. Trout fishing is available in both
streams, and wildflowers should be abundant.

Leaders will be John and Linda Buchser, who have led numerous.

trail maintenance trips for the national Sierra Club outings pro-
gram. Trip participants will bring their own personal backpacking
gear. Tools will be provided by the USFS, Meals will be provided
at a cost of $40 for the four days, and trip members will form cook
crews. John and Linda are known for their tasty menus; since this

101 Norch Caoper Streec ,é. lripgc_au be supplied by four w'heci drive access, we can expect
Silver City, NM 88061 ATH (505) 388.5485 terrific food. Contact Johin or Linda to reserve a place before July
: 26 at P.O. Box 430, Sandia Park, NM 87047 or (505) 281-2015.
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Beyond Beef: The Rise and Fall of the Cattle Culture
by Jeremy Rifkin (Dutton, 1992)

reviewed by Marc Bedner

‘What's on your short list of simple things to
dotosavethe Earth? Recycle? Carpool? Write
to Congress?

Chances are, you've neglected one of the
simplest yet most effective ideas: stop eating
beef. As Jeremy Rifkin points out in his latest
book, Beyond Beef: The Rise and Fall of the
Cautle Cuiture: “For a public used to thinking
of environmental threats exclusively in terms

" of automobile exhaust, factory effluents, and
‘toxic and radioactive materials, the magni-

tude of the environmental destruction caused
by modern cattle production will likely come
as a shock. Still, the ecological devastation
created by the burgeoning world cattle popu-
lation exceeds many of the other more visible
sources of environmental harm.”

Public lands activists are well aware of the
effects of cattle grazing, Wildlife activists
know that ranching interests are the main

_ obstacle to wolf reintroduction. But most en-

vironmental activists, even in the Southwest,

underestimate the extent of the cattle culture,

as evidenged by the surprised reaction when
they discover that New Mexice’s “rancher-
governor” (to borrow the term recently used
by the Albuguerque Journal) is not an envi-
ronmentalist.

And the livestock industry is far more than
the ranchers who plague the Southwest. In
addition to destroying the western range, the
livestock industry bears major responsibility
for a wide range of other environmental prob-
lems. Following are just afew examples taken
from Beyond Beef:

B Air pollution and global warming: “To sus-
tain the yearly beef requirements of an aver-
age family of four people requires the con-
sumption of over 260 gallons of fossil fuel.
When that fuel is burned it releases 2.5 tons of
additional carbon dioxide into the atmo-
sphere~—asmuch CO, as the average car emits
in six months of normal operation.”

B Aquifer depletion: “Nearly half the water
consumed in the United States now goes to
grow feed for cattle and other livestock. To
produce just a pound of grain-fed steak re-
quires hundreds of gallons of water to irrigate
feed crops consumed by the steer.”

B Wetland destruction:” “According to the
Arizona state park department, over 90 per-
cent of the original riparian zones of Arizona

and New Mexico are gone. A 1988 report of
the General Accounting Office...concluded
that poorly managed livestock grazing is the
major cause of degraded riparian habitat on
federal rangelands.”

Many of the facts in Beyond Beefhave been
published elsewhere. (For example, Rifkin
took the last quotation from “The Price is
Wrong,” an article in the September/October
1990 issue of Sierra magazine.} But Rifkin is
the first author to assemble from these facts a
comprehensive study of the cattle culture,
The result is a readable and informative his-
tory of the influence of cattle on western
civilization, from its origins in Mesopotamia
te modern international agribusiness.

Most important is the issue of the fall of the
cattle culture, Rifkin provides such complete
documentation of the dominance of the live-
stock industry that the reader might feel help-
less to oppose it. But the livestock industry
has a fatal weakness: its total dependence on

publication of the book, a national Beyond
Beef Campaign is being launched.
Recognizing the difficulty of converting a
meat-eating culture to vegetarianism, the cam-
paign is instead emphasizing the effect of
simply cutting beef consumption in half. (For
information on Beyond Beef Campaign ac-
tivities in New Mexico, call me at 299-2004,

_or write to Rainforest Action, P.O. Box 1171,

Santa Fe, NM 87504.)

The main lesson to be learned from Beyond
Beef is that sometimes there’s a simple solu-
tion to a complex problem. By relying on the
power of consumers, the Beyond Beef Cam-
paign avoids the complications of working
through legislators, government agencies or
the courts.

[Marc Bedner is a member of the Rio Grande
Chapter Executive Commitiee, the Chapter'sdel-
egate to the Sierra Club Council, and an Albu-
quergue resident.]

CONSWNELS.

“In the United
States, beef is big busi-
ness” writes Rifkin.
“Although the ranch-
ing population is less
than 0.2 percent of the
civilian labor force,
beef cautle are a $36
billion industry that
accounts for nearly 24
percent of the cash re-
ceipts of the United
States farm sector and

ket sales...In a given
week, 91 percent of all
United States house- |
holds purchase } NaME:

YUCATAN LOOP
TROPICAL ADVENTURES

UBCOMING CARAVANS AND CAMPERBUS ADYENTURE TOURS:
BAJA LUKAR ECLIPSE CARAVAN/ JUNE 6-2t

7 percent of supermar- | ... CAMPERBUS/ BAJA LUNAR ECLIPSE/ JUME 5-24

CARPERAUS/YUCATAN/CHIAPAS/JULY 11,1993

(FOUR WEEK TRIP WITH SHORTER FLY IN OPTIONS)

CHRISTHAS TRIP/ BAJAS 1992

BAJA

announces

Ty e )

beef...The average 1 appRess:

American consumes CITY:

STATE: I1p:

the meat of seven PHONE WUMBER:

1,000-pound steers in
his or her lifetime.”
To paraphrase a re-
cent First Lady, the
simplest way to coun-
teract the power of the
ranchers is to just say
no to beef. With the

for reservations call on write:

TROPICAL ADVENTURES

{800)876-3517 (915)505-1003 )z
nothing like your last vacation”

Dan Oppliger

2516 SEA PALN
EL PASC, TX 79336
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