Activist Profile

Ted Mertig

In 1981, T'ed joined the John Muir Chap-
ter of the Sierra Club in Madison, Wiscon-
sin. He wasn’t very active in Wisconsin
because he had to drive 80 milestogoto a
meeting. He became more active when he
moved tothe ElPasoarea in 1984, wherehe
has only 20 miles to drive to meetings. He
was elected to the Executive Committee of
the El Paso group in 1988 and has served as
the group's chairperson since 1992, He was
appointed to the Chapter Executive Com-
mittee in 1991 and clected to a three-year
term in 1993.

Ted is active in the Inner City Outings
(ICO) program, leading hikes, backpacks,
and fishing trips. As manager of the Injec-

- tion Molding Department of the Mercury

Marine plant in Juarez, he has to speak
Spanish, and this skill has been a helpin the
ICO program. He has forged a cooperative
relationship with Las Chulas del Barrio in
which Las Chulas organize clean-up actiy-
ities in the barrios, El Paso Group members
participate with Las Chules members, and
the El Paso Group acts as a financial con-
duit for Las Chulas, a multi-ethnic, mostly
Hispanic group.

UnderTed sdirection, the El Paso Group
organized its First “Earth Day on the Bor-
der” in 1993. The evént features an envi-
ronmental fair held at Chamizal National
Memorial which is right on the border, with
sections in the United States and Mexico.
1994 co-sponsors were other environmen-
tal groups, including the Audubon Society,
andthe Texas National Resources and Con-
servation Department. Ted is trying to get
some business co-sponsors for the 1995

event. A poster contest involves children *

and provides material for an Earth Day Cal-
endar.

Tedbecame activein Diamond Bar Ranch
issues in 1990 and brought Susan Schock to
a Chapter Executive Committee meeting in
1992, He has been the Chapter’s representa-
tive on that issue ever since and has insisted

that the Chapter fund it. Ted has organized or-

participated in many of the Diamond Bar
field trips and provided many of the photo-
graphs of damaged range and riparian areas.

According to Chapter Chair Gwen Ward-
well, “Ted seems like an easy-going kind of
guy. If you call him on the phone in the
summer, the gurgling noises mean that he is
floating in his swimming pool. He never gets
upset with an inept partner in the pool games
atthe Black Range Lodge. Andhelistensalot
during Executive Committee meetings, mak-
ing occasional, helpful suggestions or mo-
tions. But I saw another side to him when the
Executive Committee didn’t provide extra

funding for Diamond Bar work. After afew

pointed words from Ted, everyone suddenly
changed their minds and the Diamond Bar
got all of the discetionary conservation mon-

ey.‘i
What a guy!

Where Were You?
In the Septernber issue of the Rio Grande

Sierran, we asked for candidates for the Chap-

ter Executive Committee. None were forth-
coming.

We encouraged members to vote in the
Chapter Executive Committee and Group
Executive Committee elections. Alittleover
100 out of 5,786 members voted. Where
were you?
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Legislative session begins January 17

by Doug Fraser

The first session of the 42nd New Mexico
State Legislature begins on Tuesday, January
17. We hope to see some positive action in
funding for wildlife habifat protection, a bot-
tle bill (see article below), wildlife riparian
restoration, subdivision resirictions to elimi-
nate the three unit per year leophole, funding
for long-range strategic land and water plan-
ning, modification to the state’s water code,
and expanded funding for the office of Natu-
ral Resources Trustee.

- With some foreboding, however, we ex-
pect an” all-out” attack on the Hard Rock
Mining Reclamation Act, either on arepealer
or a “gutting” bill. Also, and particularly
since the new administration has indicated its
support, we expect a “takings” bill (see
article on page 6). Both these matters are of
grave concern to the Club.

With the Club in the lead, we did defeat
“takings™ legislation in Arizona through the
use of a negative referendum. (The “wise
users”therehave said that they will try again.)
We, however, need to defeat any similar bill
here in the Legislature, for even though we
have the constitutional right to call for a
negative referendum, it is a provision which
is extremely hard to utilize.

Please, if anyone cut there can help during
the upcoming session, give me or Sue Mcln-
tosh, the Conservation Chair, a call. We need
people to attend commitiee meetings, write
letters to their local papers, and to man our
legislative office during the session. 1 was
reminded, once again, through the death of a
close friend, that we are not on Planet Earth
long, and we must do what Hitle we can.

Baca Pushing Bottle Bill This Session

by Doug Fraser

Representative Shirley Baca of Las Cruc-
es, along with Senator Liz Stephanics of
Santa Fe, has been working very hard during
the past summer on developing the momen-
tum for one more “roll” of the bottle bill
through the New Mexico State Legislature.
Let us make sure that this is not to become an
earthly version of Sisyphus’s eternal punish-
ment. Anyone willing to assist during the
session, please giveme, Kevin Bean (P.I.R.G.)
or Rep. Baca a call. Rep. Baca has already
obtained the suppert of a number of munici-
palities. She feels that Governor Johnson has
indicated his support.

Unlike many “bottle bills™ in other states,
New Mexico grocers would not need to re-
deemthe deposits. Beverage containerscould
either be redeemed for five cents at state-
authorized redemption centers or collected
through local curbside or drop-off recycling
programs. Rep. Baca urges environmentally

concerned citizens and community organiza-
tions to contact their State Representatives
and Senators to ask for their active support for
the 1995 Beverage Container Recycling Act.

For more information on the Bottle Bili,
see the story on page 15 of the Albuquerque
Group Mews.

Representative Shidey Baca
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Sant Fe Mountain Ordin e

by Bill Donaghue

- The next few weeks will be a critical time
for our mountains. A strong and fair ordi-
nance amending the Santa Fe Extraterritorial
Zoning Ordinance (the Mountain Ordinance)
has come under heavy attack by landowners,
developers, and members of the real estate
community. Opponents of the Mountain
Ordinance object to the removal of loopholes

that présently permit lots as small as 2 1/2

acres, to restrictions on the portion of a lot

that may be disturbed, and to other environ-

mentally based regulations. Public hearings
are being held by the Extraterritorial Zoning
Commission (EZC) at the Sweeney Conven-
tion Center on January 9, 18, 23, and 30 to
decide what recommendation they will pass
on to the Extraterritorial Zoning Authority
(BZA), which will have the final say on the
Ordinance.

What would the Mountain Ordinance do?
The Mountain Qrdinance would create a
Mountain Special Review District within the
two-mile Extraterritorial Zone (EZ). As orig-
inally conceived, this included the EZ “bub-
ble” to the north of Tesuque, as well as lands
in Hondo Hills and Sunlit Hills to the west of
I-25, most of which is not mountainous.
However, the Save Our Sangres (SOS) coali-
tion (of which the Sierra Club is a member)
has proposed a revision which has been well
received by all sides. Under this proposal, the
Mountain District would be bounded on the
north and northwest by the Tesuque Village
boundary and the line two miles north of the
city limits, and on the south and southwest by
the 7,400 foot elevation contour east of 1-25
from the city limits to the southern boundary
of the EZ. ' .
Establish Regulations. Within these
boundaries, the Mountain Ordinance would
do basically two things. First, it would estab-
lish a set of regulations which, if satisfied,
‘would permit building without further re-
view. Second, it would establish a Mountain
Committee, analogous to the city’s Historical
Board, which would review cases that did not
fully satisfy the strict regulations. For exam-
ple, one well-publicized regulation restricts
the cutting of more than three old and non-
transplantable trees. This does not mean that
more trees cannot be removed: it only means
that the developer must present the case for
this removal to the Mountain Committee.
The Mountain Committee would have the
power to grant a limited range of exceptions

to the requirements, keeping in mind the
purposes of the Mountain District, There
would be some regulations, such as the min-
imum lot size, to which ne exceptions would
be permitted. But there are other cases where
the Mountain Committee could relax require-
ments that couldn’t be relaxed elsewhere in
the EZ. This builds into the review process a
degree of flexibility that would allow the
design problems for each 1ot to be considered
individually. It’s a provision that takes into
account both the property owners’ rights and
those of the community, >

Lot Size. The lot size restriction is one of
the most controversial, and arguably one of
the most important, of the new provisions.
The present ordinance uses hydrological data
to specify a minimum lot size of 80 acres in
the mountains, but contains loopholes that

permit much smaller lots. An owner may be.

allowed a lot as smali as 20 acres on an
unenforced promise to conserve-water. To
obtain smatlerlots, ahydrological report must
be submitted arguing that enough water is
present to support ‘the lots. Individuals or
groups, including governing bodies, wishing
to challenge such a study, must produce their
own hydrological reports. Understandably,
few such challenges occur. .

The Mountain Ordinance would reduce
the minimum to 40 acres and would remove
theloophales. While this wouldnot affect the
smaller lots already in existence, it would
almost entirely prevent the creation of new
lots in the mountains. This is probably the
one provision of the ordinance that would do
the most to preserve the remaining open
mountainsides and ridges. Once the lots are
there, the houses and road scars can only be
stopped by buying the property. Eachnew lot
that can be prevented is in effect a new lot
acquired for visual and environmental open
space. Predictably, the landowners and de-
velopers are fighting this provision with all
the resources they can muster.

“Disturbed Area.” Also extremely con-
troversial is the limitation on “disturbed area.”
which is scheduled for the January 9th hear-
ing. The basic idea is that each lot owner
should be allowed enough disturbed area to
build a driveway out to the middle of the lot,
install a septic system, and have about 10,000
square feet left to build their house. Ifthey’re
careful, and if they don’t want to put in tennis
courts, they can build a very large house. The
house can be even larger if they’re willing to

shorten the driveway. But if they want to go

way up the hill, they’re going to run out of

disturbable area.

Like most other Mountain District regu-
lations, there’s a way around this one: they
can take their plans to the Mountain Commit-
tee and make theit case for excess distur-
bance. But they will have to show that they
have no aiternative, or that their proposal fits
the purposes of the Ordinance better than the
alternatives. Of course, they would rather be
free to develop the lot as they see fit, without
such annoying limitations.

Other Provisions. Other provisions of the
Mountain Ordinance include designation of
landmarks and other sensitive lands that
should not be built upon, restrictions upon
ridgetop development, conirol of landscap-
ing, architecture, and lighting, and new sub-
mittal requirements for ot splits. Some of
these are not yet fully drafted, because the
task force drafting the ordinance ran out of
time, SOS members are working with Coun-
ty Staff to provide maps and other missing
pieces of the ordinance in time for the hear-
ings on those parts of the ordinance. The lot
split regulations would require owners to
show that new lots have legally acceptable
building sites before the split is approved.
This covers the whole EZ, and would end the
creation of new unbuildable lots.

The response, and what we might end up
with

Predictably, there is well organized, well
informed, and wellfunded oppositiontomany
of the provisions of the Mountain Ordinance,
Opponents have been repeating, over and
over again, the refrain, “This ordinance is
unworkable!” Many uninformed peaple,
confused by the complexity of the draft, are
beginning to believe that this is true. Oppo-
nents are attempting, with considerable suc-
cess, to arouse unjustified fears that this ordi-
nance would make huge numbers of lots
unbuildable. They are proposing, as an alter-
native, an ordinance that is largely visually
based. It aims to place design restrictions and
screening andrevegetation requirementsupon
development visible from the city, while leay-
ing owners free to disturb as much land as

they wish, Its proponents point to the city’s °

(con’t on page 5)
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Mountain Ordinance

(con’t from page 4)

Escarpment Ordinance as their model. This
is ironic, as city staff have found the strictly
visual basis unsatisfactory, and are working
on arevision of the city’s ordinance that will
be more like the draft Mountain Ordinance.

The resuit of the opponents’ ordinance

~would be to push the most damaging devel-

opment into places that are less visible from
the city, but more visible from the National
Forest, and often environmentally more sen-
sitive. It would not control the amount of
scarring that could occur, but would require
that the scars be patched. It would value
private real estate interests above the beauty
and fragility of our hills and mountains.

Butisn’t Atalaya saved already?

The answer to that is twofold. First,
Atalaya is not yet saved. There are paper
agreements that cover only parts of Atalaya
that were amrived at partly because of the
pressures of the Moratorium and the impend-
ing controls of the new ordinance. If the new
ordinance fails, or turns out to be a develop-
ers’ ordinance, many of those agreements

| Remember |
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Memorial Gift

Consider saving a meadow instead
of sending flowers. You can honor
and preserve the memory of a spe-
cial person while providing impor-
tant funds towards accomplishing
the Sierra Club's long term goals.
For more information call Teresa
Sweeney at 415-776-2211.

3 SIERRA CLUB

7 Memorials Program
730 Polk Sereer, San Francisce, CA 94109

will fall apart, and the bulldozers will once
more be gouging into the flesh of our beloved
hills,’ .

Second, there’s a lot more to the moun-
tains than just Atalaya. There's the Tesuque
Canyon, where the development pressure is
tremendous; the Little Tesugue; the Santa Fe
River Watershed and the hills to the north; the
foothiils around Rancho La Barbaria: Cerro
Juanico and the Monte Lima ridge; and the
Cerros Negros south of Arroyo Hondo. Are
we willing to accept destruction of all these as
long as Atalaya iiself is partially protected?

'What you can do

Above all, we need to attend the hear-
ings. You may feel that one more person
won't make a difference. But I know, from
speaking at many of these hearings, that hav-
ing those friendly faces and supportive SOS
badges makes a tremendous difference. It
shows the EZC the depth of support for new
controls, it dampens the spirits of the oppo-
nents, and it encourages those who are speak-
ing in support of the new regulations. Bvenif
you can only come for a little while, it’s a
huge help. :

If you are willing to speak, that’s even
better, You may be willing tospeak, and may
have some idex of what your concem is, but
may feel not well enough informed to express
it well. If so, please talk to me (983-3675), or
Ouida MacGregor, or Kent Williamson, or
any of the other people who have been in-
volvedinthe process and are familiar with the
draft ordinance. We may be able to give you
the information you need to enable you to
speak cffectively. Again, you may have
some kind of expertise that particularly qual-
ifies you to address some aspect of the ordi-
nance. Weneed attorneys, biologists, design
professionals, builders, hydrologists, and oth-
ers who can provide expert testimony. If yon
can help in any of these capacities, call SOS
coordinator Carol Wagner at 984-2219. Fi-
nally, if you want tohelp with the erganizing,
putting out mailings, telephone work, and
other supporting activities, give us a cali—
the mountains need all the help you can give
them,

Bill Donahue has attended most of the meetings
of the task force that drafied the Mountain Ordi-
nance, and has been or ganizing the SOS testimo-
nyfor the ordinance. He has led five Sierra Club
National Outings.

Companion Animals
and the Environment
by Art Montana, PAWS

Our companion animals are an im-
portant and pieasurable part of our envi-
ronment, Love of animals is not quix-
otic; their welfare is our welfare and
reflects our abilities as stewards of this
planet. To paraphrase from The Art of
Raising a Puppy by the Monks of New
Skete, for many of us, our love for cre-
ation deepens through the relationships
we form with our pets. By their very
nature and needs, they draw us out of
ourselves; they root us in nature, unlock-
ing a deeper part of ourselves, a part
more compassionate and less arrogant,
more willing to share life with another
life.

This time of year, it is especialy im-

'portant tothink about our animal friends-

-domestic and wild, Wintersinthe south-
west are very nasty, especially for aban-
doned and mistreated animals. The cold,
dry winds are chilling and desiccating,
and food and water are difficult to find.
Long winter nights are miserable to en-
dure and too comonly impossible to sur-
vive. Imagine winter camping without
food or shelter!

In northern New Mexico, the follow-
ing organizations, among others, canuse
your help; they are manned by volunteer
folk with no motives other than to help

“others: Northem New Mexico Animal

Protection Society (Espanola, 455-2690);
Sangre de Cristo Animal Protection (Al-
buquerque and Santa Fe, 983-4309); and
our group, -PAWS, the Pecos Animal
Welfare Society (421-3975 or471-3708).
Giving to these agencies in the name of
your family, friends, or other loved ones
is a great way to express love for each
other.

In addition to money, PAWS needs
dog houses or material to build them and
a Pet Mobile--a van, station wagon, or
pick-up to transport animals to and from
foster homes and veterinarians. We also
need short-term foster care for homeless
animals.
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The Trouble with “Takings”

by Barbara Johnson

What is a “taking”? The word comes
from the Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution, which says in part “. . . nor shall
private property be taken for public use, with-
out just compensdtion,” As with the other
amendments, the Fifth Amendment is a re-
striction on governmental power. Tt restricts
the government’s right of eminent domain, to
condemn private property for a use which
will benefit the public at large, such as aroad
or the expansion of an airport. The govern-
ment can take your property, but only if it
pays you for it,

The Courts have defined “just compensa-
tion” to mean the “fair market value” of your
property. The Courts have allowed citizens
to challenge the government’s right of emi-
nent domain (in other words, the government
must prove that what it wants to take your
property for is a legitimate public use which
~ will benefit the public at large and for which
your property is essential) and to challenge
the amount of compensation the government
offers to give you, to make sure that it really
is “just.”

“Inverse” Condemnation

In addition to the government’s right to
physically take your property, citizens may
sue the government in “inverse” condemna-
tion. Sometimes, a governmental action,
such as the construction of aroad, has such a
deleterious effect on your property, that it is
destroyed—it can no longer be used. For
example, the grading for the road may desta-
bilize your property and cause it toslide onto
theroad. In thiscase, youmay sue the govern-
ment (instead of the other way around, as in
directcondemnation) and ask it topay you the
fair market value of the property its actionhas
destroyed. _

The current controversy surrounding “tak-
ings™ legislation started over 70 years ago,
when Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes sug-
gested in Pennsylvania Coal Company v,
Mahon (1922) that, “The general rule is that
while property may be regulated to a certain
extent, if regulation goes too far it will be
recognized as a taking,”

Until 1922, both direct and inverse con-
demnation centered on physical actions which
took or damaged property. Justice Holmes
took the Fifth Amendment one step further,
and suggested that a government, exercising

its legitimate power to regulate for the health '

and safety of its citizens, could so regulate

land that its value was as totally destroyed as
was the value of the land which slid onto the
govemnment road. For example, the govern-
ment could change the zoning of land from
high-density residential to open space, mak-
ing what was a lucrative piece of property
virtually worthless. Under the Holmes doc-
trine, this could constitute a “regulatory tak-
ing” of your land. o

Doctrine of Regulatory Takings

Over the years, the U.S. Supreme Court
has construed the doctrine of regulatory tak-
ings to include the following points:

—-communities have the authority toadept
Iaws and regulations that are designed to
protect and enhance the quality of life of their
citizens;

—the pwner must be denied all reason-
able use of his property by a legitimate gov-
ernment regulation or a taking has not oe-
curred;

~—the entire property must be affected,
not just a portion of it.

Recently, in Congress and in state legisla-
tures such as our own, well-funded corporate
coalitions have been introducing what has
been termed “takings” legislation, supposed-
ly based on the law of regulatory takings.
Takings legislation comes in two basic fla-
VOIS:

—Takings “assessment™ provisions,
which would subject virtually all govern-
mental actions to a costly and largely unnec-
essary review of possible “takings” implica-
tions.

~~Takings “compensation™ provisions,
which would require payment when govern-
ment action may restrict a property owner’s
use of his property. These bills usually re-
quire compensation if an action is “likely” to
be determined by astate or federal courtto be
ataking, if a regulation reduces the fair mar-
ket value of property to less than 50% of its
fair maket value before the regulation was
enactd, or if a regulation denies or modifies a
previously allowed use of the property.

Takings Law v. Takings Legislation

There are several points of difference
between takings legislation and takings law,
the most notable of which is that takings biils
require compensation for partial diminution
in the value of property, but settled takings
law requires compensation only if all viable
use of the property is denied, thereby frustrat-

ing the owner’s “reasonable investment-
backed expectations.” What does that mean?
It means that the owner will not be compen-
sated for a potential profit expectation, but
only for the fair market value of the property
at the time the regulation went into effect,

Because of the differences between cur-
rent bills and the law as determined by the
Supreme Court, there is a question as to the
constitutionality of any takings bill. In addi-
tion, takings legislation would impose seri-
ous restrictions on the government’s ability
to protect the health and safety of its citizens
under the guise of protecting private property
rights, Before a takings bill in Colorado
whendown todefeat, the Denver Postwamed
that the measure “may appear innocucus, but
it’s actually an attempt to negate the whole
concept of health, safety and enyironmental
regulation by saddling the enforcement agen-
cies with untenable costs.”

Chilling Effect .

Takings bills could have a chilling effect
on:

--Zoning laws, including those that pre-
vent landowners from opening industrial fa-
cilities or liquor stores in residential neigh-
borhoods or adjacent to schools,

--Worker health and safety laws, in-
cluding those that require employers to pro-
tect employees from exposure to toxic sub-
stances in the workplace.

" —Civilrightslaws, including those meant
to halt unfair housing practices or job dis-
crimination.

--Environmental laws, including those

- that protect the public from polluted air, un-

safedrinking water, and cancer-causing toxic
substances, (Takings amendments were pro-
posed to be tagged on to several environmen-
tal laws in the last Congress.)

Republican Contradiction

Takings assessment bills would set up a
large and unwieldy bureancracytoreview the
supposed “takings” implications of any pro-
posed regulation. This is an interesting con-
tradiction from the Republican proponents of
takings legislation, On the one hand, they
bemoan the costly, bloated federal bureau-
cracy caused by what they see as the over-
regulation of all aspects of American life. On
the other hand, they want to set upalarge and

{con’t on page 8)
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Alex Peters, Albuquerque
Toni Lyons, Albuquerque
Menica Frakes, Albuguerque -
Charles Stein, Albuguerque
Borinia Downay, Albuguerque
Melvin Lytls, Albuquerque
H. Louise Coulomba, Albuguargue
Susan Gandert, Albuguerque
Bonald Cyphert, Albuguarque
Shanna Parris, Albugquarque
Jana Stratmeyer, Albugqusrque
Cheryl Ward, Albuquerque
Richard Hawkes, Albuquerque
John Gunther, Albuguerque
Lauise Miller, Albuguerque
Donna Simmans, Albuquerqus
Shaila Green, Albuquerque
" Erin Creange, Albuguerque
Dan Akenhead, Albuquerque
Jack Barkemeyer Sr., Albuquerque
Tim Kildars, Albuguerque
James Salazar, Albuquerque
Carol Landis, Albuguerque
Erma Arkin, Albuquerque
Linda Wilkinson Reng, Albuquerque
Tari Jordan, Albuquerque
Natalie Clark, Albuquerque
Dr. Robart Lucero, Albuquerque
Victor Surface, Albuquerque
Robin Webb, Albuquerque
Andrew Church, Albuquerque
Ann Stevenson, Albuguerque
Holly Hedman, Albugusrque
Deanna Goulter, Albuquerque
Temi Brickner, Albuguarque
Liza Nagel, Albuguerque
David Receo, Albuquerque
Stephania Amold, Albuquerque
Dennis Shaufis, Albuquerque

Welcome, New Members

Please walc_ome the following new members who have Joined us from May 21 to July 1 of 1994:

Elencra Femar, Albuguerque
Ruth Schluter, Albuquerque
Hasry McLean, Albuguerque
Wayne Miller, Albuguerque
Ted Nes, Albuquarque
Howard Blum, Atbuquerque
Frod Bauer, Albuquerque
Leslie Vargas, Alhuquerque
Blanche Royce, Albuquerque
Gregory Zierar, Albuguarque
Mary Flowers, Albuguarque
Renea Garcia, Albuquerque
Michel Levols, Albuguerque
Cheryl Iverson, Albuquerque
Mary Cottingham, Albuquarque
Garald Neuber, Albuquerqua
Cynthia Barber, Albuguerque
David Kovarik, Albuquerque
Kenneth Quaschnik, Albuguerque
Steve McLemore, Albuquerque
Lisa O'brien, Albuquerque
Amy Pohlan, Albuguerque
Ruth Bustos, Albuguerque
Karsn Maher, Albuguerque
doanne Roman, Albuguerque
Charfes Madewell, Albuquerqus
Leota Harbart, Albiquerqua
Audrey Swetman, Albuguerque
William Leo, Albugirerque
R. Kelly, Albugquarque
David Kennedy, Albuquerque
Richard Hickox, Albuguerque
Walter Koozin, Albuquerque
Jery Forrester, Albuquerque
Ed Campbell, Albuquerqus
Deborah O'ksele, Albuquarque
Matthew Gurule, Albuquerque
Kay Hale, Albuquerque
Alan Ranft, Albuguerque

Ford Pelterson, Albuguerque
David Anderson, Albugquerque
Mark Eifert, Albuquarque

Joan Simenety, Albuguerque
Jane Hickman, Albuguerque
Lausie Rovillard, Albuquerque
Tammy Abdalla, Albuquerque
Karla Kellog-Wilson, Albuguerque
Kimberley Oldewaga, Albuquerque
Loren Hoyt, Albuquergque
Karon Wagoner, Albuguerque
David Arnold, Albuguerque
Sharry Gracay, Albuguerque
Jeny Horbuckle, Albuguerque
Pamala Morraw, Albuquerque
Pam Hafay, Albuquarque
Kenna Cantell, Albuquerque
Jaffrey Otis, Albuguerque

Mary Boyd, Albuquerque
Timothy Osking, Albuguerque
Vincent Duran, Albuquerque
Adena Robertson, Albuquerque
Roy Boast, Albugquarque
Catherine Lovato, Albuquarque
Joanne Schiabor, Albuquarque
Scott Han Cho, Albuquerque
Mark Kistrier, Albuquerque
Sandra Mistler, Albuguerqus
Nina Rhoton, Albuguergue
Sylvia Reiner, Albuquerque
Pamela Russell, Albuquerque
Lee Welsh, Albuguerque
James Pallarite, Albuquarque
Tony Walker, Albuquerque
C. Adams, Albuguerque
Patricia Nelson, Albuguarque

Alfred and Judith Schwery, Albuquerque
David and Linda Giaquinto, Albuquerque

Eric Druxman, Albuguerque

Pamala Hanold, Atbuquerque
Philip Zager, Albuguerque

Albart Owens, Albuquerque

Naomi Stevans, Albuguerque
Rebecca Hall, Albuquarque
Catherine Buchanan, Albuquerque
Linda billsy, Albuguarqus
Rosemary Wold, Albuquerque

Roy Jorgenson, Albuquerque
Judith Cabaniss, Albuguerque
Phytlis Winsko, Albuquerque
Jeremy Backer, Albtquerque
Cristina Bealo-Galey, Albtquerque
Frederic Brown, Albuquerque
Marsha Napolin, Albuguerque
Alaxandra Harrison, Albuguerque
Stanley and Frances Schmidt, Atbuquerque
Robert and Dolores Gercia, Albuguerque
Lawrence Wells, Albuquerque
Linda Alongi, Albuquerque :
Jean MacAulaymuller, Albuquerque
Wendy Lobdell, Albuguerque

Lewis Cook, Albuguerqua

Thelma Flanigin, Albuquerque
Linda Stilman, Albuquerque
Michasl Corless, Albuquarque
Carolyn Millar, Albuguergie

Janst McKenzie, Albuquergue
John Thorus, Albuquerque

Michasl Gross, Albuguerqua

Efien Cox, Albuquerque

Kevin Hull, Albuquargue

Susan Davies, Albuquerque

James Drennan, Albuguerque
Susan Collins, Albtquerque
Joseph Spaeth, Albuguerque

CONTINUING THANKS TO OUR DONORS

Recent Donations to our 1994 General

Fund Appeal:

Margo Chavez-Charles - Santa Fe

M. Claire Cumbie-Drake - Albuquerque
Dr. David E. Drake - Albuquerque
Philip E. Green, Alameda Limited Partner-
ship - SantaFe =

Marita Marshall - Albuquerque

W. W, McClellan - Albuquerque
Sandra F, Penn, MD - Albuguerque
Barbara C. Pijoan - Corrales

John Reeder - Santa Fe

William E. Stepp - Las Cruces

Er-Dien Minor Weiner - Santa Fe

Donations to fund our Chapter Water
FProjects:

Pleasant Rowland Frautschi - Tesuque
W. Jerome Frautschi - Tesuque
Beverly Garcia - Santa Fe

Heidi Steffen - Tesuque

Peggy Winkler - Tesuque

Pledges to underwrite Chapter office
expenses:

Doug and Kathy Fraser - Los Alamos
Vickie Gabin - Santa Fe

Barbara Johnson - Santa Fe

Sue Mctosh - Santa Fe

Jana Oyler - Santa Fe

Ford and Margaret Robbins - Santa Fe
Mike Seidensticker - El Paso

Gwen Wardwell - Santa Fe
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Notes from National

“Wemustremember that from 1984-19%0
Newt Gingrich was a Sierra Club member,
and that we endorsed him several times.

“He believes that most of the (environ-
mental) movement is out of touch with what
helikestocall ‘normal Americans.” He thinks
theenvironmental movement istootied tothe
inside politics of Washington, too dominated
by think-tanks, too short of grassroots ener-
gy. And he believes that other parts of the
movement, like the Sierra Club, which he
knows from his own political roots and histe-
ry is just as deeply embedded in American
neighborhoods as his own coalition, are too
fractured, too splintered, too undisciplined to
give him much trouble.

“He believes that because we are demo-
cratic, and grassroots, we can never muster
theconcentrationnecessarytodefeat his forces
which are disciplined and hierarchical.

“He believes that we will spend our ener-
gy fighting among ourselves over tactics,
rather than focusing on the strategies we
agree oOm:

“It is our duty to prove him wrong.”

Carl Pope on December 16, 1994

The Electronic Sierra Club

by Blair Brown & Bruce Batson

bblairb@aol.com bbatson@novalink.com

“As we all know, we are facing a War on
the Environment. The assault is not new, but
it will reach unprecedented ferocity in the
first few months of the next Congress.

“The Sierra Club, in our view, is the
critical organization that must blunt this as-
sault.

“The following guidelines on our mes-
sage are offered in an urgent pleatomaximize
our impact by focusing our effort.

“1. We can and will win. o

“2. No partisanship. We will win with
Republican votes.

“3, Focns on what is at stake, not the
legislation or the regulation, particularly in
communications with the press and the gen-
eral public. -

“4_Use all of our (local or state) efforts to
strengthen our central effort.

“5, We are fighting for the environment,

‘not fighting individuals.”

Robbie Cox and Carl Pope
on December 16, 1994

»

One of the greatest chatlenges faced by Sierra Club members is communicating to each
other about issues, alerts and policies. Traditional methods like newsletters are increasingly
inadequate, so we’re working on ways to use all forms of electronic communication to get

the word out to members and the public.

Recognizing this need some years ago, the Club initiated the ccMail system, through
which the National Club can send information to every Chapter and activists can write to
each other. This system is now being extensively used by close to 1,000 activists all over the
country, With ccMail’s success has come a problem - it is expensive to operate and therefore
it is not being expanded so that only 6 or 7 people in the Rio Grande Chapter have access

to it.

The Club is looking into other ways to expand elecironic communication between
activists. The most likely answer will be a Bulletin Board (or BBS). With a BBS, activists
will have the ability to send E-Mail messages to each other. Discussion Forums can be
established for specific issues, through which activists can exchange ideas and develop
action plans. Club policies can be made available for access by activists. There will be
“reference” areas where Sierra Club policies, fact sheets and position papers can be made

available for open access.

While this will happen in the future (hopefully in 1995), in the meantime, those of us who
have access to Internet E-Mail can send messages to each other. If you are interested in being
involved, send us amessage with your address and any specific interests you want to discuss.
"We can develop an address book of Sierrans and distribution lists so we can initiate the

Electronic Sierra Club now.

A Note from the Chapter
Chair o

The national campaigns for 1995 are:

--Defending the Environmental Agenda

--Protecting Endangered Species and
‘Their Habitats

--Protecting Wetlands and Aquifers

--Improving Auto Efficiency/Stopping
Global Warming :

--Protecting the International Environ-
ment .
--Stabilizing the International Population
Phase I of Defending the Environmental

Agenda will focus on defeating sections in -

the Coniract with America that have the po-
tential to undermine every major federal en-
vironmental law and program. Sections 8 and
9 contain an extremely damaging “takings”

provision, a “nomoney, nomandates” provi- .

sion, and a “risk assessment” provision.
Look for details of these in this and future
issues of the Rio Grande Sierran and be
prepared to write and call your Congressman
and Senators and to write letters to the editor
of your newspaper.

Gwen Wardwell on December 20, 1994

i .i . ;
Don’t forget!

Don’t forget your gift to the
local chapter of the Sierra Club
this year! Send $10, $25, or more
to the local office and your full
donation will benefit local
conservation efforts. Please write .
your check to the “Sierra Club.”
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Group Executive Committee
Elections

Newly elected to the Albuguerque Group Executive Com-
mittee is Sue Lowrey. Current members elected to full terms are
Susan Gorman and Jay Sorenson.

At the Excom meeting on December 12, elections for Group
officers were held. Susari Gorman was elected Chair; Nick
Persampiari, Vice Chair; Blair Brown, Treasurer; Richard Bar-
ish, Conservation Chair; and Ron Grotbeck, Political Chair. The
office of Secretary is open.

The Excom is planning a retreat in January to discuss ways to
make the Albuquerque Group’s organization more responsive to
members’ needs and to involve more people. Look for areport in
the next Sierran. :

AL BUQUERQUE

Group Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer

Group Directory

1995 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Office Telephone: 265-5506

Susan Gorman
Nick Persampieri
open

Blair Brown
Richard Barish
Ron Grotbeck
Sue Lowrey

Jay Sorenson
Stefan Verchinski

The Albuquerque Group of the Sie}ra Club depends entirely on the
efforts of volunteers, To help our efforts, call the following issue

265-3231
281-7845

265-3231
247-8079
296-0944
281-9235
884-4314
888-1370

coordinators;
The Wolf: Real or Imagined?
ADMINISTRATION

Learn about and meet North America’s most fascinating Activities/ open
prec%ato_r, the Wolf. Watch an engaging slide presentation by Special Planning
Patricia Tucker, wildlife biologist and educator, that depicts the Books/ open
;eﬁ?rkable natural history of wolves. Hear stories of myth and Calendars

olklore as Bruce Weide, documentary filmmaker and writer Information Technolo Bruce B
) ) atson 828

examines the wolf that stalks through the human imagination. » bbatson@novalink com 2270
Then meet the real stars of this show—Koani, a hundred-pound Blair Brown 265-3231
Grey Wolf f.rom .Montana, and Indy, her dog companion. bblairb@aol.com
Following this enjoyable evening of stories, facts, fun, and Newsletter open
wolves, don’t be surprised if you feel an insatiable yearning to Outings David Morrison 344-8693
howl at the moon. _ ) Stan Kauchak 292-9138

1_’at and Bruce are part of Wild Sentry which provides Political Chair Ron Grotbeck 296-0944
environmental education that blends science and the humani- Programs Ralph Wrons 275-0856
ties. Primaxjily, they present their programs in the rural schools '
and corrm:lunities of Montana, Idahe, and Wyoring where wolf CONSERVATION
recovery is occurring. Emphasized throughout the program is .
the wolf as a symbol of wildness. Also stressed is the inappro- Conservation Richard Barish 247-8079
riateness of wolves as “pets.” The program challenges stereo- Chair
types and corrects misconceptions. If pictures are worth a Air Qualit idi Flei 4

f y Heidi Fleischmann 260-121

thousand words, thgn the presence of a living, breathing wolf is Bosque Richard Barish 242-807;
worth a thousand pictures. . Energy Ralph Wrons 2750856

This enriching, spiritual and educational event will be held Las Huertas Marion Davidson 867-5178
at Woodward Hall on the UNM campus on Wednesday, January Mining Reform open
25(,11 992, at7:30 pm. The cost is $4 for adults and $2 for children Petroglyphs/
and students, Westside Ike Eastvold -

-All proceeds will be donated to further wolf education in Nick Pe:sampieri gg?-;gzg :
rural areas. The prfasentation is sponsored by the UNM Biology Population Michelle Meaders 266-8823
Club and the Mexman Wolf Coalition. For more information, Public Lands Barbara Stone 265-5304
call Bud Lensing at (505) 873-2218. Waste/ David Bouquin 265-7853

Recycling
Water Jack Pinney 293-3405
Wildlife/ vacant
Endangered Species
Wildlife/ Susan Larsen 897-2527 |
Mexi
\ Mexican Wolf /
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 4995 THE RIO GRANDE SIERRAN
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A IBUQUERQUE ™

Abbreviations: WSA-Wildemess Study
Area, SW-Sandia Wilderness, NM-
National Monument, SC-Sierra Club,
ACEC- Area of Critical Environmental
Concern

Qutings may be cancelled or changed due
to weather or other reasons, please call
leader before outing

Thurs Jan 5 & Sat Jan 7

Cross Country Ski Beginner’ 8 Lecture
and Lessons

Certifted ski instructor John Turnbull of the
Santa Fe Group will offer a beginners
lecture Thursday night on X/C Skiing
history, clothing, and skis. Saturday, the-
class will be taken to the fieid to practice
thair kick and glide, turns, and stops. Take
advantage of these no cost lessons to
experience the winter beauty of New
Mexico. This will ba the last lessons of the
season cffered by the club. Contact John
Turnbull at 466-9329 or Georgla.

Leader: Georgia 881-9328

SatJan7  Leisure-Moderate

‘Miles: 6-8 GCar: 190 Elevation: +500ft
Litlle San Pasqual Wilderness, Antelope
WSA Exploratory Hike

These areas are east side of Bosque del
Apache Wildlife Refuge. We may start by
crossing a railroad bridge over the Rio
Grande. On the list are the ghost town of
Valverde and some Indian ruins along the
Rio Grande. Antelope WSA, adjacent to
Little San Pasqual Peak, is a proposed
wilderness area of grassland. Meet at 8:00
a.m. at the UNM Astronomy and F’hys:cs
parking lot, Yale and Lomas.

Leader: David Morrison 344-8693

Sun Jan 8 Leisure Miles: 3-5 Car: TBD
X/C Beginners Tour '

Now that you have practiced your Kick and
glide, turns and stops, here is your chance
to perfect your technique on the trail before
you return those rental skis. The tour is
especially designed for beginner class
participants. Location to be determined
{TBD). Contact John Turnbull at 466-9329
or Stan.

Leader: Stan Kauchak 839-4301

SundJdan 8 Moderate-Strenuous

Miles: 8-8 Car: 200 Elevation: +2000ft
Abiqui Badlands Exploratory Hike
Richard Capua's guiding this one, so we
will probably have some challenging
sections. North of Abiqui is an area of

OUTINGS

white badlands, a small slot canyon, and
cliffs. We will be at lower elevations. We
will go farther sauth if the weather is bad.
Meet at 7:30 a.m. behind the Winchell's at
San Mateo and Academy.

Leader: Davic! Morrison 344-8693

Sun Jan 8 Intermediate

Miles: 3 © Car: 60

Las Huertas Canyon X/C Ski

Weather permitting, we will ski Las
Huertas Canyon with a chance of seeing’
winter birds and other wildlife. The lawsuit
regarding the paving of the Las Huertas
Canyon road is still in litigation. Attorney
Grove Burnatt represents the Sierra Club,
Sandia Pueblo, and other groups. Meet at
8:00 a.m. at the Four Hills Shopping
Center in the front of the United Artist
Theater (Central and Tramway). Call for
more information.

Leader: Marion 867-5178.

Sat-Mon Jan 14-16 Moderate-
Strenuous  Miles: 4-8/day ° Car: 450
Cloudcrott Area X/C Ski Weekend

Here is our chance to meet and ski with
Rio Grande chapter members from the
southern part of the State. Telemark and
tour in the Lincoln National Forest among
Ponderosa Pine. The first day will be
dedicated to a back country tour, the next
day to groomed trails, You don't have to be
a Sierra Club member to participate.
Contact John or Georgia (881-9365) far
more information.

See also “Santa Fe outings listing.”
Leader: John Turnbull 466-3329

Sat-Sun Jan 14-15 Strenuous Miles:20
Car: 110

Full Moon Weekend, San Antonio Hot
Spring Winter X/C Ski or Snowshoe
Backpack

‘Woe will meet at 10:00 a.m. We travel by
ski or snowshoe to San Antonio Hot _
Springs, set up camp, soak, and meet with
Stan's group later in the evening. In the
morning we will head back out. This trip is
for experienced winter campers, ‘but i you
think you want the chatlenge give Craig a
call. Call for details.

Leader: Craig Dill 224-9795

‘Sat Jan 14  Strenuous

Miles:20 Car:130

San Antonio Hot Spring X/C Ski

Enjoy a magical moonlit ski to the warmth
of the San Antonio Hot Spring. People
have the choice of joining Craig's “snow
campers” or returning with Stan's “not
quite up to the full experience” group.

Snow can be icy. Full moan and weather
permitting. Calt for details.
Leader: Stan Kauchak 839-4301

Sat Jan 14 Leisure-Moderate

Miles:8 Car:90 Elevation: 7

Ball Ranch ACEC and Tonque Masa
Exploratory Hike

NE of Alb., we head to this area of petrified
wood and other fossils, along with Indian
ruins. Bring lunch, extra food, and dress in -
jayers. Meet at 8:00 a.m. behind the
Winchell's at San Mateo and Academy,
Leader: David Morrison 344-8693

Sun Jan 15 Leisure Miles:3 Car: 3
Rinconada Canyon Hike, .
Petroglyph National Monument

This is the largest, most pristine area in the
Monument with over 2000 petroglyphs.
Bring camera, binoculars and sturdy
shoes. RSVP.

Leader: lke Eastvold 255-7679

Sat Jan 21 Leisure Miles: 0 Car; 80
Bald Eagle Watch, Cochiti Dam -

At the break of dawn we will watch the
fishing activities of several bald eagles.
Dress extremely warm, bring binoculars,
Meat at 5:30 am., behind Wincheils, San
Mateo and Academy.

Leader: David Morrison 344-8693

Sat Jan 21 Leisure Miles: 3 Car: 3
Pledras Marcadas Hike,

Petraglyph National Monument
Tremendous variety and unigue
petroglyphs not found elsewhere in the
Monument. Bring camera, binoculars and
sturdy shoes. RSVP,

Leader: Ike Eastvold 255-7679

SunJan 22 Moderate
Miles: 4 Car: 120 Elsvation: +500ft
Tent Rocks ACEC Hike
NW of Cochiti, this ACEC contains large

weathered cones of volcanic tuft protected

by cap rock. We hike up a narrows to the
mesa top, and then down an adjacent
canyon. This area usually lucks out for
winter hiking, but be prepared to walk in
snow. Maet at the SC office at 207 San
Pedro NE at 9:00 a.m.

Leader: Bob Comish 265-6037

Sat Jan 28 Moderate-Strenuous

Miles: 4 Car: 130
Las Conchas Burn Trail To East Fork
Parking Lot X/C Ski :

A beautifui hike in spring, summer, and
fall, it should be just as beautiful covered in
snow. A moderate X/C overall, expect

 ALBUQUERQU

strenuous conditions as we climb from the
canyan floor up to the East Fork Ridge
Trail. Contact Stan for details.

Leader: Stan Kauchak 838-4301

Sat Jan 28 |eisure-Moderate

Miles: 4-6  Car: 200+ Elevation: +200ft
Chaco Outliers National Historic
Monument Hike

The object of today is to drive to as many
of the Anasazi ruins as time permits.
These outliers are outside of the main
monument. We are going to try some new
ones, but we may visit Kin Bineola, Kin
Yaa, and Pueblo Pintado. Call for details.
Leader: Tom Leck 256-7217

Sun Jan 29 Moderate

Miles: 4-6 Car: 10  Elevation: +500ft
Embuda Canyon Hike, SW

Welcome Melissa, a new outings’ [eader to
the group. Walk to waterfall, continue on to
the ridge if the group is enthusiastic. There
will be ice in areas, boots with lug soles
are recommended. Bring lunch, and dress
in layers. Meet at SC office at 9:00 a.m.
Leader: Melissa Smith 292-8853

Sat Feb 4 Leisure Miles:3 Car: 3
Geological Windows Hike,
Petrogiyph Naticnal Monument
Secluded petroglyph areas in a near
wildernesslike setting. Bring camera,
binoculars and sturdy shoes. RSVP.
Leader: ke Eastvold 255-7679

Sat Feb 4 Strénuous
Miles: B-7 Car: 140  Elevation: +2500ft
Aspen Vista X/C Ski

We will ski up 2500 vertical feet on the

- setvice road in the Pecos Tesuque Basin

and telemark back down via the Santa Fe
Ski Area. Metal edge skis required,
adjustable poles recommended. Brmg
lunch, plenty to drink, and dress in layers,
Contact Stan for details.

Leader: Stan Kauchak 839-4301

Sat Feb 4 Moderate

Miles:8-10  Car: 80 Elevation: +1200ft
Lost Canyon and Red Mesa Hike

This will be an exploratory hike in an area
narthwest of San Ysidro, There are many
small canyons cutting through the Agua
Sarca sandstone. We walk a portion of the
largest canyon to a high point on Red
Mesa, stop there for lunch, and then return
via a smaller drainage. Meet behind
Winchell's at San Mateo and Academy at
8:30 a.m.

Leader: Tom Pentencin 255-1497

OUTINGS

Sun Feb 5 Moderate-Strenuous

Miles: 6-8 Car; 120-200 Elevation: ?
Culle Canyon to Peralta Canyon and
West Mesa Exploratory Hike

Richard Capua's guiding this one. This
area is NW of Cochiti. We will try to get o
Bear Jump and some other narrows. Meet
at 7:30 a.m. behind the Winchell's at San
Mateo and Academy.

Leader: David Morrison 344-8693

Sat Feb 11 Leisure Miles:3 Car: 3
Rio Grande Bosque Hike

Woe will hike to the area north of Rio Bravo.

Three miles and three hours. Meet at 9:00
AM at Furrows, near the corner of 2nd and
Rio Bravo.

Leader: David Morrison 344 8693

Sat Feb 11 Strenuous _
Miles: 6-8 Car: 240  Elevation: +2096ft
Amoli Canyon X/C Ski

Conditions permitting, we will take the
mere difficult lower loop following the
logging roads. Expect dramatic views and
a 20% ft. grade, quarter mile, downhill run,
Metal edge skis recommended but not
essential. Bring lunch, plenty to drink, and
dress in layers.

Leader: Nick Persampieri 281-7845

Sun Feb 12 Moderate Miles: 6 Car: 150
Riley Ghost Town and Cave

We wilt drive to the ghost town of Riley,
climb through the cave, and head to the
Box. Riley Cave is 400ft long and optional.
Bring flashlights, and a hard. hat or call to
reserve one. Mest 8:00 a.m. at the UNM
Astronomy and Physics parking lot, NE
‘comer Yale and Lomas.

Leader: David Morrison 344-8693

Fri Feb 17 Strenuous Miles: 10 Car: 130
San Antonio Hot Spring X/C Ski-

Enjoy a magical moonlit ski to the warmth
of the San Antonio Hot Spring. Snow can
be icy. Full moon and weather permitting.
Gall Stan for details.

Leader: Stan Kauchak 838-4301

Sat Feb 18 Leisure-Moderate

Miles: 5-6 Car: 120

Stallion WSA Hike

East of Socorro, we look for wild mustangs
and hike some of the unexplored mesa to
the north. Meet at the UNM Astronomy and
Physics parking lot at 7:30 a.m.

Leader: David Morrison 344-8693

Sun Feb 19 E_sisure—Moﬂerate
Miles: 5 Car:300r?
Rio Puerco Valley Hike

We will schedule a cancelled trip duse to
weather or head NW of Rio Rancho. This
area lies adjacent to Bruce King's land.
The former governor at Congressional
Hearings in1980 wrote that millions of
acres of public land “are infested with
predators, especially coyotes.” Bruce King
recommended that lethal control be
initiated to remove these animals.

Leader: David Marrison 344-8693

Sun Feb 19 Leisure Miles: 3 Car: 3
Boca Negra Arroyo Hike,

Petroglyph Nationat Monument
Exciting flute and parrot figures together
with some of the oldest petroglyphs in the
Monument. RSVP.

Leader: lke Eastvold 255-7679

Sat Feb 25  Leisure-Moderate
Miles: 4-5 Car: 100 Elevation: +300f
Penteca Pinta Mesa WSA Hike

This is an area of gypsum badtands and
lava flows to the southwest of Albuguer-
que. The earth is multi-colored and is
sculpted in many patterns, including
hoodoos. Call for information.

Leader: John Wright 247-4353

Sun Feb 26 Moderate Miles:1 Car: 80
Alabaster Cave

To the northwest of San Ysidro, we will
climb through this cave. One area is tight
and is called the “Birth Canal.” Good ona
for beginners. Bring flashlights and hard
hat or call fo reserve one. Meet behind
Winchell's at San Mateo and Academy at
9:00 a.m. Richard's guiding. :
Leader: David Morrison 344-8693

SunMar5 Leisure-Moderate

Miles: 1 Car: 0 .

Oxbow Trash Cleanup

Last time, | had the wrong date down, so |

‘will try it again. Teenager party trash and

construction material have been dumped.
Plastic bags will be provided. Three hours.
Mest 10:00 a.m. at the corner of St.
Josephs and Coors.

Leader: David Morrison 344-8693

X/C Ski Touring

Interested in ski touring, but nothing is
scheduled? There may be a last-
minute trip scheduled, or if sufficient
interest one may be arranged. Phone
either John Turnbull {466-3829) in
Santa Fe or Stan Kauchak (839-4301).
The non-scheduled trips often are the
best, taking advantage of new
snow,stc.

i2
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1995 Legislative Session Kickoff

January meeting

It’s that time of the year again: the State Legislative session begins Tuesday, January 17, Last election saw many new faces introduced
to the House of Representatives, so definitely make sure you know your legislator. . ) .

The legislative lobbyist for Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club, Doug Fras.er, wﬂl. addre_:ss. t%le Albuquerque Firoup at this month’s
membership meeting, Doug will have late breaking news on what the Club’s legislative session priorities are. The mefatu?g will be on Monday,
January 16, beginning at 7:30 PM in the UNM Law School, Rm 2401. The Law School is near the comer of Constitution and Stanford NE.

‘Please attend. o o it membe
There may also be information available about how to sign up for the legislative phone tree. Active involvement by Sierra Club members

is essential during this time.

Beyond Curbside Recycling - What's Needed and What's Next

February Meeting
by Ralph Wrons

Believe it or not, Albuquerque’s curbside recycling program has already been in effect for three years.“B y.ali ac.count_s, it has bgen very
successful. A letter received fromthe City’s Solid Waste Management Department a year ago stated Fhat (eszdentuﬂ _sohd waste d,x,versmn
rates are increasing at more that 10 percent annually.” The City credits public involvem_ent and an “mtensw§ educatmp program.” .

The Sierra Club Albuquerque Group and many other groups and private citizens lobbied |hard f(n: the curbside recycling program, whic
was strongly opposed at that time by the City’s SWMD, The SWMD was in turn very surpnsec'i by its huge success at the‘ 0utset.. But wha; _
is actually happening now? How does the program measure against the 1995 goal of 25% diversion? th_lt about commercial businesses 1finh

-multi-family dwellings? Has there really been an “intensive” education program? What about composting of food and yard wasfes, whic
make up a full one-fourth of Albuquerque’s residential waste? The same letter mentioned above stated that voh!me-b;.asefi or varlablq rates
were being assessed and analyzed; what were the findings? What about markets for the recyclables? Recycling fails if the cycle is not
completed. Is it possible the program has already stagnated? . .

I{)ecycling is nI:ore that justgortgirng out and setting out your recyclables by the curbside. More importantly, it's abonit resource conservatlon,:
rethinking how we consume our resources. There should be ahierarchal approach, best summed up the ca'tchy ph:‘zfse, reduce, reuse, recycle.
Rightnow we five in a throwaway society, agreed? Inthe book, Saving the Planet by Lester Brown et al., it states, “QOur economies arf engaged
in a disguised form of deficit financing, depleting natural capital to inflate current output at tl_le expense of long-term-pr.oductwlty apd goes
on to quote economist Herman Daly, who says “there is something fundamentally wrong in treating the earth as if it were a busmess’m
liquidation.” Ahh, but back to the matter at hand. . _ o

The month’s meeting will discuss the particulars of Albuguerque’s recycling effort, as well as provide a legislative update of the progress

CALENDAR

Unless otherwise noted, meelings lake place at the Club office at 207 San Padro NE. .

Jan 4: Mexican Wolf Coalition, 7:30 PM.

Jan 9: Executive Commiitee Meeting, 7PM.

Jan 16: Sierra Club General Meeting, UNM Law School, Rm 2402, 7:30 PM.

Jan 23: Conservation Working Session, 7:00 PM.

Feb 8: Mexican Welf Coalition, 7:30 PM.

Feb 13; Executive Committee Meeting, TPM.

Feb 15: 12 noon. Deadline for articles for March/April Sierran. Macintosh preferred.
Feb 20: Sierra Club General Meeting, UNM Law School, Rm 2402, 7:30 PM.
Feb27: Conservation Working Session, 7:00 PM.

of the Beverage Container Recycling Act (see the accompanying
art;'/cie). Kevin Bean, longtime advocate for recycling and the “Bottle
Bill” and currently serving as Chair of the volunteer Solid Waste
Recycling Advisory Commmittee and on the Beverage Container
Recycling Coalition (whew!), will address the membership. He will be
joinéd by Sal Maretti of the City of Albuquerque Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department. Sal and Kevin will be able to answer questions like
those posed above and many others from the audience, Please attend.

The meeting will be on Monday, February 20, beginning at 7:30 PM
in the UNM Law School, Rm 2401. The Law School is near the corner
of Constitution and Stanford NE.

Beverage Container Recycling Coming to New
Mexico

(compiled from press release of the Beverage Container Recycling
Caalition, interview with Kevin Bean and fact sheet from Michi-
gan Congressman Paul Henry)

Representative E. Shirley Baca (D, Las Cruces) and Senator Liz
Stefanics (D, Santa Fe) are now leading a broad-based community
groundswell for passage of the Beverage Container Recycling Act
(BCRA) by the 1995 New Mexico State Legislature. “This is the year
for this important bill to finally pass,” says Rep. Baca. A July 1992 poll
of New Mexicans from across the State revealed more than 80% were
in favor of a system of deposits on beverage containers.

More than 22 New Mexico municipalities are now on record in
favor of the BCRA. It has the active support of the New Mexico
Municipal League, which represents the 99 municipalities in the State.
It will be a State Sierra Club priority. The Act creates much-needed
funds to operate curbside and other recycling programs while diverting
recyclable materials away from landfills. Beverage containers repre-
sentbetween 5% and 11% of the total solid waste stream, but even more
telling: they make up 60% of total litter by volume.

The BCRA establishes a simple system for recycling all beverage
containers including beer, alcohol coolers, mineral waters, juices, seda
water, and other carbonated beverages. Grocers need not redeem the
deposits. Containers are to be redeemed for five cents at state autho-
rized redemption centers or collected through lecal curbside or drop-
off recycling programs.

Representative Baca urges concerned citizens and community
organizations to contact their State Representative and Senator to
support the BCRA. Overwhelming grassroots support is key to its
passage, For more information, contact the BCRA Coalition at 254-
1244,

TRIP REPORT

By Georgia Jannuzzi

SAT-SUN.OCT. 1/2-COSTILLA,NM AREA: Threeof
us (Georgia,Stan Kauchak, and John Turnbull) and one yellow
dog , now becoming a mascot, headed for the northern part of
the state on Saturday morning. Because we had a small group,
and no deadlines to meet, we traveled in one vehicle and took
our time observing rock formations and the beauty of the
season. There was certainly plenty of that as we explored
around the area of Ski Rio. The fall colors were in full bloom.
We did something quite different ihis time and traveled sbout
19 miles into Colorado for dinner at a wonderfuil Mexican
restaurant. The food was excellent, some art for the art buffs,
old pictures and objects for the historians and run by an
interesting family. The one thing that was missed, however,
since we dallied here a bit, was having a night campfire, as
everyone was pretty well stuffed and tired by the time we got
to camp.

About4 a.m., right over our heads in the tree we had camped
under, an ow! (let’s call him Hootey) decided to voice his
opinion for a while. Breakfast was unhinried while we basked
in the beauty of the area we were in and enjoyed the warm
sunshine and looked at some of the fiora and fauna of the area.
A unanimous decision, since we were so close, took us a
different route home. A visit to Ft, Garland, in Colorado - and
making the circle complete, a few hours to stop at Great Sand
Dunes National Monument where again the kaleidoscope of
colors was magnificent. The contrast of the 14,000 foot peaks
covered with some snow, the green of the forests on the way
down the mountain, the varied yellow, light green and red
contrasts along the river and the spectacular sand dunes (up to
700 feet high) would make anyone with a camera drool.

We had a picnic at the foot of the dunes, then, dog and all,
headed up the dunes. We discovered there are groups who
actually make the Mecca to this very different area, to ski on the
sand - snowless. Anyone wish to try this venture next spring?
The emblazoned tint of the leaves was actually to be exceeded
on the way home by the flashy hue of the sky and its wondrous
cloud formations, It was very hard for this driver to keep eyes
on theroad and off mother nature’s colorful designs. It then got
dark and the beauty went to sleep for another future trip. One
we hope some of you may join us in taking.
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the LORAX:

WINE & CHEESE PARTY: Our annual Wine & Cheese Party
and Slideshow will be at 7p.m. on Fri 20 Jan at the Env Ctr. Please
bring your favorite wine & cheese to share and a dozen slides to

show. Guests are welcome. A donation of $3 per person will be

greatly appreciated.
January Meeting: Wehopeto offer apresentation on winter sports
and camping for the January meeting.

The program will start at 7:30 p.m. on Wed 25 Jan 1995 at St.

Paul’s Methodist Church at 7000 Edgemere, east of Airway. For
info, call Ted 852-3011.
February Meeting: Wehopeto offer apresentation on local border
environmental issues as well as a Sierra Club activist from Austin
to speak onupcoming Texas legislative environmental battles. The
program will start at 7:30 p.m. on Wed 22 Feb at St Paul’s Church.
Conservation Meetings will be gathering atanew time and place.
Each meeting will convene over supper at Jaxon’s at 1135 Airway
at Viscount, starting at 6 p.m. on the last Wednesday of each month,
just before the Gen Mig.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wed 4 Jan L.C.0. mtg 6 p.m. Env Cir

Wed 4 Jan EXCOM mtg 7:30 p.m. Env Cir
Tue 10 Jan LORAX flier deadline 532-2652
Fri 20/Sat 21 Clean-Up at Env Cir 532-9645

Fri 20 Jan Wine & Cheese, Slides7 p.m. Eny Ctr
Wed 25 Jan Conservation Mtg 6 p.m. Jaxon’s
Wed 25 Jan Gen Mtg 7:30 p.m. 7000 Edgemere
Wed 1 Feb I.C.0. mtg 6 p.m. Env Cir

Wed 1 Feb EXCOM mtg 7:30 p.m. Env Cir

Fri 10 Feb LORAX Sierran deadline 532-2652
Sat 11 Feb I.C.0. Leaders’ Carcamp 544-5659
Wed 22 Feb Conservation Mtg 6 p.m. Jaxon’s
Wed 22 Feb Gen Mtg 7:30 p.m. 7000 Edgemere

Volunteers For CLEAN-UP DAYS: The El Paso Environmental
Center needs y’all to show up on Fri 20 and Sat 21 Jan to helpin a
much-needed clean-up. Please call 532-9645; and come by: 9am.
— 2 p.m.

El Paso Sierrans Sponsor Grassroots Las Chulas: Our local
group, represented by treasurer Kathy Sunday, agreed to funnel
SAFE 2000 grant funds to a local grassroots neighborhood cleanup
club called Las Chulas del Barrio. These are mostly Spanish-
speaking mothers living in the four blocks just west of Hart Elemen-
tary School, down near Park & Eighth, segundo barrio, second
ward. Since Las Chulas don’t have a bank account, a treasurer, or
a non-profit permit, they will depend on Kathy to manage and dole
out their grant money over a schedule approved by SAFE 2000. Las
Chulas have the modest goal of running monthly neighborhood
clean-ups, usually on the third Sat a.m. of each month. On Sat 19
Nov, Sierrans Jan Hanna, Sondra Denney, and Michael Bromka
joined Las Chulas for a clean-up. A good time was had by all. For

info on how y’all can pitch in as well, during any schoolday call Hart
Elementary School, and speak with Evelyn Borquin 533-4224.
EXCOM Election Results: Ted Mertig was reelected, Mike
Seidensticker & Sondra Denney were newly elected, while Juan
Enriquez & Adela Escudero tied for one seat. Adela won the coin
toss, and Juan expressed an interest to be active in Club issues, as
well. Thenew EXCOM kept Ted as Chair,voted Betsy as Vice Chair
& Mike Seidensticker as Secretary, and begged Kathy Sunday to
stay on as Treasurer. All graciously accepted these duties.

i

i | )
GROUP DIRECTORY
Chairman/

Public Lands Ted Mertig 852-3011
Vice Chair Betsy Julian 544-5741
Secretary Mike Seidensticker 544-5741
Treasurer Kathy Sunday 584-9301
Member Debbie Tomacelli 584-3929
Member Sondra Denney 532-2652
Member Adela Escudero 592-1570
Inner City

QOutings Richard Rheder 544-5659
Eny. Quality Tom Brasfield '584-8739
Franklin Mns John Sproul 545-5157
Political Action Jim Bell 581-8864
Population OPEN
Env Center OPEN
Mail Bill Phillips 772-6503
Hospitality Barbara Mertig 852-3011
Membership Patricia Wood 542-0553
Office Rep. Neil O’Hara 565-4735
LORAX, Outings,

Publicity Michael Bromka 532-2652

Sierra Club Environmental Center
800 S. Piedras @ Paisano
532-9645, 532-4876
Membership: LORAX information:

SIERRA CLUB Michael Bromka

409 Robinson Rd 300 W. Schuster #5

El Paso, TX 79902 El Paso, TX 79902

_k §i
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UPCOMING OUTINGS

Winter Caving Carcamp, Fri 6-8 Jan, moderate, call Sondra
Denney 532-2652. We’lldrive out Fridaynight to carcamp on BLM
land, campfires permitted. Caves to be explored and possible
service work are all to be announced. Each cayer must provide at
least 8 AA alkaline batteries for headlamp and bring a small
flashlight as well. Comfy clothes and kneepads are highly recom-
mended. You will get dirty. Not for folks with claustrophobia.
Cross-Country Ski Trip, Date to be chosen on short notice,
weather permitting, moderate plus, call J eannie French 592-1660.
Either in Cloudcroft, NM or Alpine, AZ, we will bring or rent X-C
skis or snowshoes to enjoy the winter wildemess. Bring your
sleeping bag & mattress, since even in rented lodgings, frugal
campers may choose to quadruple up, sleep on the floor, and thereby
pinch pennies. Expect to spend a minimum of $50 on a terrific
weekend. Call tomake the list, and we’ll select time & place as the
snow flies.

South Franklin Peak Dayhike, Sun 8 Jan, moderate 5miles, 1500+
gain, call Carol Morrison 545-1701. Easy to reach trailhead and
moderate hike should allow a pleasant work-out plus a brunch with
a view.

Guadalupe Ridge Backpack, Sat 14-16 Jan, strenuous 30 miles,
carrying water, call Michael Bromka 532-2652. A choice of routes
still to be checked out may allow for a first day of dayhiking without
heavy packs. We alsohope to arrange a waterdrop to limit our max
load at any time to 6 gts per person. Both nights out should allow
us a campfire.

Franklin Mountains Dayhike, Sun 15 Jan, moderate 6 miles,1000'
gain, call Claus Christiansen 594-2505. The route, yet to be
selected, will not summitamajor peak. Rather,a gentler, less visited
locale will provide a rare pleasure for the dayhiker of modest
ambitions. :
Ron Coleman Trail Dayhike, Sun 22 Jan, moderate 4 miles,
1500+ gain with some rock scrambling at a seemingly precarious
precipice in the Franklins, call Carolina Greenfield 594-7342.
We’ll leave cars on Trans-Mountain Rd, and shuttle to the trailhead
in McKelligan Canyon. Our trail will lead up and over South
Franklin Peak.

Sapillo Creek Backpack, Sat 28-29Jan, AldoLeopold Wilderness,
moderate 5 miles with several river crossings and cold-weather
camping, call Alice Anderson (505) 523-5179. Be prepared for cold
and possibly wet weather. Stream crossings could go over the
boottop, so bring extra pairs of warm socks. Enjoy a pleasant
moderate trek.

Volcano Dayhike, Sun 29 Jan, near El Paso, easy hiking, call Betsy
Julian 544-5741. Vehicles with high clearance are preferable as we
visit Hunt’s Hole, Aden Crater, and Black Mountain. Who needs
Hawaii? Check out our own local volcanos. Enjoy on-site geolog-
ical Show & Tell.

Cook’s Peak Carcamp, Fri 3-5 Feb, mod strenuous 8 miles 2500'
gain dayhiking, call Joe Rodriguez 833-9655. We'll leave Fri
evening to reach campsite and make camp, On Sat, we’ll climb the
peak. Sunday should allow short dayhikes before the return trip.

Aguirre Springs Dayhike, Sun 5 Feb, Organ Mtns, easy 4-mile
loop, call Patricia Wood 542-0553. This classic local dayhike is
quick toreach yetlovelyto relish. There may be amodestfee levied
by park officials. : :
1.C.0. Leadership Carcamp, Sat 11-12 Feb, Potrillos Mins, easy
& fun, call Richard Rheder 544-5659. This carcamp is for 1.C.O.
leaders, hopefuls, and even stray school teachers who’d like to
bring young folks out to the wilderness. This will be an Adults-
Only workshop & outing, Stringent I.C.O. rules of conduct will be
relaxed. All relevant topics are open for discussion.

Anthony’s Nose Dayhike, Sun 19 Feb, Franklins, strenuous 9
miles with 1500’ gain, call Michael Bromka 532-2652. We'll start
bright & early at Tom Mays park up the Mike Episcopo trail, then
along the lechugilla-ridden crest leading to Tony’s Schnoz. Hikers
must wear long pants and leather gloves, to prevent scratches. This
outing is best suited to experienced hikers with good balance and
little fear of heights. There will be rock scrambling.

Alamo Mitn Backpack, Sat 25-26 Feb, Cornudas Mins, mod
strenuous 7 miles, call Rollin Wickenden 508-8042. We’llride a
half hour on paved roads, then an hour on gravel to reach the
petroglyph site for a dayhike. After lunch, we’ll drive to the
trailhead and backpack a steady and challenging climb to the flat-
topped peak. Each camper must carry a gallon of water, plus
camping gear. On a clear night, this campsite offers a classic
western view.

Grand Canyon Backpack, Fri 17-23 March, Grand CanyonNat’]
Park, Hermit-Tanto-Bright Angel trails, strenuous 26 miles over 4
days in the canyon, in-step crampons required for safety,call Rollin
Wickenden 855-6836. We’ll depart E1 Paso Frip.m. and spend that
night in Tucson before arriving at G.C.N.P.on Sat. Expect winter
weather on the South Rim and summer weather inthe Canyon. This
strenuous, difficult trip with major elevation gain & loss mostly on
unmaintained trails is only for experienced backpackers willing to
comply with the strict regulations enforced in the Grand Canyon.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1995

THE RIO GRANDE SIERRAN 17




¥,
/

st

y. B PASE

OUTINGS REPORTS

j&kpack, Oct 22-23: Onthe Friday night preceding

't
WIN]',:I:G weekend, some of us opted to carcamp. Alice
and Sy Falknor, John & Arthur (Otter) Walton, Lars
brin: /olin Johnson, Sondra Denney, and leader Michael Bro-
sho’ samped at Parks Ranch. It was a quick ride the next
gre £ to the Pine Springs trailhead to meet Dave Kofoed,
Ja /e Boon, Lolina Alvarez, Larry Hughes, and Rafael Porres.
ar

Y

ﬁ McKittrick Canyon’s carlot would soon be packed with
ikers, park rangers only let us shuttle over our two most
acious vehicles to leave at our next day’s terminus. Carrying 6

the escarpment gaining 2000 1t, along Tejas through dense colorful

/;ts water each, we set out on our long day’s journey: up Tejas to

/

woods, then hooking right along an open McKittrick Ridge trail for
our last three miles. Bright sun made this a photo-op day, and once
uponthe escarpment, we saw few other hikers. We shared
McKittrick Ridge campsite with two other parties, and enjoyed a
quiet supper. The air was warm enough to allow sleeping under the
stars. Pre-dawn mule deer clomped boldly up tous as we dozed just
a yard or two away. The next day’s descent into McKittrick went
smoothly. Thank you to higher-gear hikers who shuttled and left
cars for slowpokes at day’s end.

L.C.O. Service Day, Sat 5 Nov, at the Env.Ctr. John Sproul and
Richard Rheder worked with Mario Ruiz of the Texas Youth
Commission and four volunteers from Schaeffer House: Angel
Garcia, Ramon Martinez, Amador Trevino, and Joseph Vallejo.
The lads cleaned up, painted over, and otherwise eradicated grafitti

which had marred the Environmental Center. Schaeffer Halfway®

House is run by the T.Y.C, and our Inner City Outings program has
set up an ambitious schedule with them over the coming year.
Richard Rhederurges all interested volunteers to come along on the
I.C.O. Leadership Carcamp on Sat 11-12 Feb, phone 544-5659.

Johnson Cabin Backpack, Noy 5-6: Beautiful autumn weather
blessed the El Paso Sierrans’ first official backpack to Johnson
Cabin. A passing storm on the trip’s eve left stray patches of fresh
snow on the trail. Our hike stretched two miles further than
expected. We deemed this a modest footfee to reach so lovely a
campsite at the confluence of North Big Dry and Big Dry Creek.
Despite a cold night, we slept snugly. Sunday moming’s hike
brought a nearly 1000 ft elevation gain leaving the canyon, warm-
ing us thoroughly. On our weekend of wilderness delights, our
biggest thrill came on Sunday afternoon. We met a family of
coatis, a mother and three younguns. The coati — a South
American critter with long slender snout and ringed tail — is rare

* ‘round these parts, according to our expert, Roy McCloud. Other

campers were Shirley Phillips, JoAnna Blackburn, Alice Ander-
son, Kathy Sunday, and leader Joe Rodriguez.

L.C.O. Daytrip to Zinker Christmas Tree Area near Cloud-
croft, Sat 17 Dec: We had a successful trip to get the Schaeffer
House Christmas tree. One of the nice things about working our
outings through Schaeffer House is that they provide their own 15-
passenger van. Our crew consisted of 6 youths, one staff member,
one agency member (a UTEP psychology student), 5 Sierrans, one
17-year-old exchange student from Latvia, and Richard Rheder’s
9-year-old nephew. We got three tree permits and had a great time

hiking through the snow to find just the right ones. None of the
Schaeffer House youths had ever been to Cloudcroft and few had
ever experienced snow, so snowball fights were the first order of
the day. It was a delightfully warm, sunny day, and we lingered
over a picnic lunch before getting into serious tree “hunting.” On
the way back to the van, we somehow got turned around and
wandered into an adjacent canyon by following a logging road
down to where we thought we had parked. Fortunately, the
rangers had been keeping an eye on the motley “mob with the
backpacks” andrescued us by taking our driver back uptothe van.

After dinner at Burger King in Alamogordo, the tree hunting crew

harmonized and rapped their way back to El Paso as a full moon
rose over the Sacramento Mountains,

North Franklin Peak Dayhike, Sun 18 Dec: Warm weather and
bright sunshine graced Cynthia Farah, Laurie Lamar, Perry Buck,
Monte Hall, Wesley Leonard, Joe Rodriguez, and leader Kathy
Sunday up to the rooftop of El Paso, North Franklin Peak. We
relished a leisurely lunch with an expansive view in windless
sunny warmth. Our return trip got us back to our cars by 3 p.m.
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Hundreds of Beluga whales (the only true "white" whale) travel thousands of miles to the Canadian High
Arctic Waters to molt and play. Belugas (sorry, no caviar from these babies) are known as "sea canaries"
because of their impressive range of vocalizations. They squeal and chirp and are considered among the most
vocal of all whales. Ellen Kemper spent a week this summer in her muk luks at the edge of the Arctic Circle
photographing and watching these beautiful creatures and has a great slide show to entertain us.

The 1995 Legislative Session will start this week and so Doug Fraser, the Sierra Club lobbyist, will give a
short preview of proposed environmental legislation. :

The meeting is free to all and will be held at the Unitarian Church (on Barcelona between Don Gaspar and
Galisteo) Tuesday, January 17, 1995, at 7:30 PM, 5

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1995
YOUR LEGISLATORS AT WORK FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

At press time, it's much too early to know what bills that affect the environment will be introduced during
the upcoming Legislative Session. We plan to invite State Representatives and Senators who are advocates for
environmental protection to discuss bills on wildlife, takings, water planning, waste management and, for sure,
the return of the bottle bill.

As a result of the elections this past November it is critically important that we all join forces to empower
ourselves and help our representativesin the government to protect our natural resources, air, water and land!
Come to the meeting to find out what you can do. The meeting is free to all and will be held at the Unitarian
Church (on Barcelona between Don Gaspar and Galisteo) Tuesday, February 21, 1995, at 7:30 PM.

EMPTY STORAGE SHED WANTED MEETINGS: [call for location and time]

Executive Committee: (Norma 471-0005)

February 7 and March 7 at 7 PM
Conservation Committee: (George 982-1024)
January 24 and February 28 at 7 PM

Very shortly we will be reprinting our very
popular "Day Hikes" guide book. It is the Santa Fe
Group’s major fundraiser, and the money from the
book’s sale is used to support conservation issues.
Do you have space in your garage or perhaps a
spare room or storage shed for us to keep these
books in? This could be your contribution toward
the Sierra Club and the environment. Please call
Lionel Soracco (983-6715)

OFFICE SPACE WANTED
Get us out of the basement! We're looking for a
new office, doesn’t have to be big, are willing to
share with another organization, need handicap
access and would dearly love a window. Any ideas,
call Norma (471-0005) or Mark (983-5870)

>> SANTA FE GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS <<

Co-Chairs — Mark Mortier* 983-5870 Newsletter Editor — Kay Carlson 982-3926
. — Norma McCallan* 471-0005  Phone Tree —
Secretary/Treasurer — Lionel Soracco* 983-6715 Kids’ Sierra Club — Justine Freeman 088-9126
Conservation — George Grossman* 982-1024 Recycling/Office — Carolyn Keskulla 982-9570
- Chapter Representative — Norma McCallan* 471-0005 Outings — Norbert Sperlich 983-1962
Publicity — Kay Carlson 082-3926 — Norma McCallan* 471-0005
Political Committee — Ken Hughes 474-0550 Welcomer — Susan Banks 757-2284

Membership— Fundraising— Education— open
* Member of the SF Group Executive Committee
Terms expire 12/95: McCallan/Mortier/Soracco/Goldman/Grossman
12/96: Jerry Bober/Marth Ann Freeman/Barbara Johnson/Gwen Wardwell
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>>>>>>>>>> SANTA FE GROUP OUTINGS <<<<<<<<<< Sat Sun February
: =y, 4 Arnold and Carolyn Keskulla (982-9570) Easy Hike Call leaders for destination. Leave 9 AM.
M ﬁaﬁﬁv Ném vga? ii ﬁi» 4 John Turnbull (466-9329) Moderate/Strenuous Cross-country Ski Tour Up Aspen Vista Road, down
) e e on Ski Area side. Great views! Steel-edged skis required. Leave 9 AM from Wild Mountain Outfitters
reviously known as Wilderness Exchange) next to Osco Drug. Call leader for details.
S &) l(é)orma MzCallan (471-0005) Easy Hike on)I-a Bajada Loop. Dogs Allowed. Leave 9:30 AM.
1  Norbert Sperlich (983-1962) Moderate Hike in I.a Bajada area. Call for details and reservations. 11 Joe Whelan (984-0746) Moderate Cross-Country Ski Tour Leave 8:30 AM. Call leader for details.
Thursday, January S 12 - Easy Hike from Diablo Canyon to Rio Grande and back. Leave at 9 AM. Call 471-7575 for details.
John Turnbull (466-9329) Indoor Ski Class Introduction to Cross-country skiing. Discussion of Nordic 18 Norrine Sanders (984-0386) Easy Hike from Embudo Station along Rio Grande. Leave 8:30 AM.
skiing, its history, various applications, relationship to Alpine (downbhill) skiing; Nordic equipment, 19  Elizabeth Altman (471-8490) Easy Cross-Country Ski Trip weather permitting. Leave 9 AM. Callleader
especially for backcountry skiing; what to wear. Unitarian Church. 7:00 PM to approximately 9:30 PM. fortdeiails, :
7 Norma McCallan (471-0005) Easy/Moderate Hike South of town, starting on the RR tracks. Dogs 25 Lionel Soracco (983-6715) Moderate Cross-Country Ski Tour Leave 8 AM. Call leader for details.
allowed. Leave 9:30 AM. : : 26  Bob McKee (672-3426) Moderate Exploratory Bushwack in Bandelier. Call for time and meeting place.
7 John Turnbull (466-9329) Outdoor Ski. Class Beginning Cross-country Skiing - Basic techniques.
Introduction to fundamentals of Nordic skiing, classical style, emphasizing backcountry needs. Probably
at Los Alamos Golf Course, depending on snow. Bring snacks or a small l;l.nch, and water. Equipment Sat Sun March
({;;(;i;:;:%ic?;:;s; ;:;pts(.) 1622361)9,‘-?,2 (1:\:/1 Cg:dlgvyl:fe?:::,u:;:]l; 3::,,‘,25;8 s 4 Lionel Soracco (983-6715) Moderate .CPOSS-COIIntl_'! Slfi Tour to wherever snow is good. Leave 8 AM.

8  Jeff Jones (466-2389) Easy Hike 5-6 miles R.T. in Diablo Canyon. Children encouraged. Leave 9 AM. 4 Norma McCallan (471-0005) Easy Hike Arroyo Chamisa Loop. Dogs Allowed. Leave 9:30 AM.

8  John Turnbull (466-9329) Beginners’ Cross-country Ski Tour Snow permitting, probably in the Jemez 5  Norbert Sperlich (983-1962) Moderate/Strenuous Hike Diablo Canyon to Sagebrush Flats and White
Mountains, or Amole Canyon, near Pefiasco. Thoughtful pace with time to look at the trees. About six Rock Canyon Overlook. Most off-trail. Call for details and rescryations. a0 _
miles. Instruction in assessing and skiing various terrain. Bring snacks, at least one quart of water, and 11 Bob McKee (672-3426) Moderate Exploratory Hike "Bandelier Bushwack II" Mostly off-trail. Call
generous lunch. This is a follow-up of the ski classes. Leave 9:00 AM from Wild Mountain Outfitters leader. 3
(previously known as Wilderness Exchange) next to Osco Drug. Return about 4:00 PM. 11 Joe V_Vhelan (?84—0746) Moderate/Strenuous Cross-Country Ski Tour Leave 8:30 AM. Call leader for

14 Steven Janus (988-4137) Moderate/Strenuous Snowshoe/Cross Country Ski Tour Southwest Ridge-Lake location of trip. : -
Peak-Ravens Ridge Loop. 6-7 miles roundtrip. Your choice of which equipment. Call for time of 12 Easy/Moderate Hike from Galisteo Dam to W‘_‘]do- Leave’ at9 /}M- Call 471-7575 for details.
departure and details. ! 18 Norrine Sanders (984-0386) M frp.m Ojo Caliente area. Lean.: 8:39 AM. ;

15 Bob McKee (672-3426) Moderate Hike from Otowi Bridge along the north bank of the Rio Grande. 18 Caroline Glick (?84'3184) Strenuous Hike s Bandelier. Call leader_ fﬂf-TGSCWH‘I‘ODS/IHfOfmathﬂ-
Carpool from PERA at 8 AM, or meet Bob at the Otowi Bridge at 8:45 AM. 19  Julie Montoya King (438-7197) Mrgte_li_lg- Ca!l leader for destination and time of'departure.

January 14, 15, 16 (Saturday, Sunday and Monday) , 25 Carolyn Keskulla (982-9570) Easy/Moderate Hike in Tent Rocks. Call leader for meeting place.
John Turnbull (466-9329) Chapter-wide ski weekend in the Cloudcroft area, Lincoln National Forest. Leave 9 AM : )
An opportunity to meet Sierra Clubbers from the southern reaches and have some fun. A day at the 25 Leader training workshop (see below' for information)
resort for some Telemark (or downhill) skiing; track skiing at a groomed area; a day of backcountry 26  Elizabeth Altman (471-8490) Easy Hike Leave 9 AM.

touring in the ponderosas; cozy evenings in front of a fireplace. Bring your favorite friend. Phone John
Turnbull, or in Albuquerque Stan Kauchak (839-4301) for details and carpooling.

21 Caroline and Arnold Keskulla (982-9570) Easy Hike along the Rio Grande. Leave 9 AM.
21 Lionel Soracco (983-6715) Moderate Cross-Country Ski Trip Call for destination. Leave 8 AM.

22  Norrine Sanders (984-0386) Moderate Hike to Ancho Rapids, near White Rock. Leave 8:30 AM.
22  Phone Tree Party at Jo Kinney’s house — see elsewhere for-details.

2850 Joe Whelan (984-0746) Moderate Cross-Country Ski Tour in the Jemez. [.eave 8:30 AM.
29  Elizabeth Altman (471-8490) Easy Hike "A river runs through it" — 6 miles along the Santa Fe River.
Leave 9 AM.

Saturday and Sunday, January 28 and 29
Margo Wilson (1-505-744-5860) Journey down to the warmer climes of Truth or Consequences for a
weekend of new scenery and camaraderie. Camp in at Margo’s house, Moderate Day Hike Saturday to
Turtle Back Mountain, followed by a bath at a hot springs in TorC, pot-luck supper Saturday night,
Moderate day hike Sunday in Hillsboro area. Leave after work on Friday, Call Norma McCallan
(471-0005) for carpooling.

Outings Notes — Unless otherwise noted, all outings leave from the PERA parking lot at the corner of Paseo de Peralta and Old Santa
Fe Trail (across the street from the State Capitol and Corbae). Carpooling will be arranged at the parking lot, and each hiker should come
prepared to pay 5¢ a mile to the driver of the car in which hiker rides. Hikers should bring a lunch, water, sturdy hiking boots or shoes,
and clothing suitable for the weather — leader reserves the right to turn away anyone whose equipment or experience appears unsuitable.
Leader has right to alter destination of hike or cancel the trip due to weather, unfavorable conditions, or insufficientnumbers of participants.
Unaccompanied minors must have written permission from parents or guardians to participate; permission forms are available at the Sierra
Club office. Dogs not permitted on hikes unless noted otherwise. Telephone leader for details of the individual hike.
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Note: On Saturday, March 25, there will be a leader training workshop, from 9 AM - 3 PM, for all active and
potential outings leaders and any other interested parties. Please call Norma McCallan (471-0005) or
Norbert Sperlich (983-1962) for further information.

SKI TOURING PHONE TREE PARTY (
: ' Sunday, January 22, 3-5 PM W

All phone tree members and anyone interested in
climbing onto the tree are invited to Jo Kinney’s
house (954 Santo Nifio Place, off Old Taos
Highway). The phone tree is mas importante during
the Legislative Session especially and WE WANT
YOU !!. Sierra Club lobbyist Doug Fraser will be
there to update us on upcoming bills. You don’t
have to belong or even join, just come and
socialize with us. For more information, call:
Martha Ann Freeman (438-0697) or

Dorothy Grossman (982-1024)

Interested in ski touring, but
nothing is scheduled? There may
be a last-minute trip happening,

or if there is sufficient interest
one may be arranged.

Phone either John Turnbull
(466-9329) in Santa Fe

or Stan Kauchak (839-4301)

§ in Albuquerque. The non-scheduled
trips often are the best
of all, taking advantage
of new snow, etc.

SIERRA CLUB -- Santa Fe Group - 440 Cerrillos Road - Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 - 505/983-2703
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SKi1 AREA
CONTAINMENT COALITION

The Forest Service has included the Citizen’s
Alternative in their deliberations over the proposed
Ski Area expansion, but it is not known yet what
will be decided. SACC intends to appeal if the
expansion extends past the existing boundaries.

SACC is protesting the Ski Area’s water rights
application for snow making from the Rio En
Medio. The State Engineer’s decision is pending.

Remember last year’s —
BEST WINTER PARTY EVER THROWN
Now, here’s the

Second Annual

SACC’s fundraiser will be held Friday, February
17, at La Fonda Ballroom, 7 to 11 PM. Music by
Lumbre del Sol and the Big Tesuque Ramblers.
Cash bar. Door prizes. Silent auction of donated
paintings by local artists. Roger Morris, historian
and former host of KNME’s At Week’s End, will be
there. Big Tesuque posters on sale. Tickets $5 from

'SACC members or at the door.

To volunteer to help or further info: Victor
Martinez (471-1509). If you’d just like to send $$:
SACC, POBox 1101, Santa Fe, NM 87504.

SEE YOU THERE !!

FROM THE CHAIR'S CORNER

We want to welcome our newly elected Executive
Committee members: Jerry Bober, Barbara
Johnson, Gwen Wardwell and Martha Ann
Freeman (who is now in her second term).

We also would like to express deep appreciation
to the outgoing Executive Committee members,
Ken Hughes, Sue'McIntosh and Van Perkins, all of
whom have contributed significantly to our
environmental endeavors in both the Santa Fe area
and across the State of New Mexico. We wish
them all well and know that they will still find time
to contribute their expertise to the Santa Fe group.

Norma McCallan * * Co-Chairs * * Mark Mortier

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
REPORT

All members of the Santa Fe Group will soon be
receiving a questionnaire concerning their interest
in and ability to become involved in conservation
activities.

There seems to be a nearly unlimited number of
environmental issues with which the Santa Fe
Group could be involved, and we try to be active
in the issues that have support of our members.
Some that we are currently concerned with are
forest management, grazing management,
wilderness designation, water quality and quantity,
wildlife management, endangered species, county
open space, and hilltop development. The extent of
our involvement in an issue depends entirely on
how much member interest there is.

The Group leadership is very aware of the
significant differences in levels of support which
our members can offer. However, all of our
members are appreciated for whatever they can
provide. We would like to hear from each of our
members, even if all they can contribute is their
dues. We want to involve as many members as
possible in the issues in which they are interested
and at the level at which they are comfortable.

Please return your questionnaire as early as
possible.

All members are invited to the monthly
Conservation Committee meetings which are held
the fourth Tuesday of every month. Please call me
for meeting places.

George Grossman (982-1024)

¢ 3k o o ok K ok ok ok ok 3 ok ok sk ok ok ok ok o o ok ok ok ok ok ok o s sk ok ok ok kA k koK ok ok ok sk k ok

EMPOWER YOVRSELF. ..
o oo And i as little as 30 minutes a year

you can turn your vague, flabby environmental
sensibilities into rock-solid effectiveness, without
working up a sweat!

Volunteering for the Sierra Club phone tree is
the most painless and effective way to effect policy
at the state and federal level. It merely consists of
calling your legislator’s office about a dozen times
a year, as soon as possible after getting an alert
from the Sierra Club caller above you on the tree.
Or, if you have another half-hour to spare over the
course of the year, you can volunteer to call five
other people with an alert.

Don’t Delay. Get in practice and start now by
calling: Martha Ann Freeman (438-0697) or

Dorothy Grossman (982-1024)
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

All meetings are held in 107 Science Hall on the NMSU campus.
Directions: Enter the NMSU campus on Espina driving south. At
the second stop sign, Stewart St, turn left. At the first stop sign,
Sweet St., turn left again. Immediately after turning, enter parking
lot on the right and park. Take the walk at the northeast corner of
the parking lot and walk straight ahead into Science Hall.

January 19, 1995, Thursday 7:30 pm

“What changes can we expect to see in our National Forests
with the new Ecosystem Management?”

SPEAKER: Charles “Chip” Cartwright, Southwest Regional For-
ester.

This is a JOINT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING WITH
MESILLA VALLEY AUDUBON, and NATIVE PLANT SOCI-
ETY OF DONA ANA COUNTY.

February 23, 1995, Thursday 7:30 pm

SPEAKER: Kris Havstad, Jornada Experimental Range, USDA

March 23, 1995, Thursday 7:30 pm

SLIDEPRESENTATION: Subhankar Banerjee, Sierra Clubmem-
ber, hike leader, and backpacker. Hiking, Backpacking and Driv-
ing through the Southwest: New Mexico’s Organ Mountains and
Gila National Forest, Colorado’s San Juan and Uncomphagre
National Forests, and Rocky Mountain National Park, and parts of
Arizona and Southern Utah.

We will discuss possible hiking/backpacking trips to some of these
places, and would like to hear where people would like to go.

NMSU STUDENT DIRECTORY

Coordinator Laurie Schmierer 527-1120

Asst. Coordinator Andrew Hands 523-9059

Outdoors Coordinator Bruce Gafner 524-3241

Sec. and Publicity David Mondragen
dmondrag@nmsu.edu

Internet Coordinator Tony Garcia

tony@taipan.nmsu.edu

s

o

CONSERVATION MEETINGS

A Chapter Conservation Meeting is tentatively set for January 28th
or 29th. If youplan to attend, call 522-3421 for exact date, time, and
place.

OTHER

Watch the Las Cruces newspapers for public meetings on the
Organ Mountains tentatively being scheduled for late January.

January 12 and 13, 1995--WSMR “Information Fair” in Socorro,
New Mexico Tech Univ., Macey Center. Jan. 12, 1995, First
Session 1 to 4 pm, and Second Session 7 to 9 pm. Subject: new
HERA launch area in the Northern Extension Area. Jan. 13, 1995,
Open House at the launch pad construction site, 10 am until noon.
See stories and map, page 25 and page 26.

OUTINGS

January 14-16 : Chapter organized ski trip. See the Santa Fe and
Albuguerque Group News Outings for further details.

January 28: Organ Mountain Baylor Pass Hike. Easy/Moderate 6
mile hike with grade. A very interesting and pleasant hike. We will
meet at the north Pan Am parking lot at 9:30 am. Call Subhankar
Banerjee at 521-7025 for further details.

February 11: Hike to the spectac:tﬂar Organ Needles. Moderate/
Strenuous. This is the highest point in the Organ Mountains. This
may be your first opportunity to touch a real summit, a truly
breathtaking experience, so don’t miss it. Call Ben Zerbey at 526-
6207 for further details.

February 25: A spectacular 8 mile hike on a brand new trail all
across White Sands National Monument. Easy/Moderate. Imagine
hiking through one of the world’s most gorgeous sand dunes on a
cool February day. We will meet at the Pan Am north parking lot
at 9 am. Call Marianne Thaeler at 522-3421 for further details.

NMSU STUDENT SIERRA CLUB MEET ING

January 18: First meeting of the new semester! We will discuss
outings and programs for the spring semester. Where? 107 Science
Hall. Time? 7 pm. Call Lori Schmierer at 527-1120 for further
information.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1995
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WHY SHOULD MILITARY TAKE OVER OF NEW LANDS CONCERN NEW MEXICANS (And all citizens

of the United States)?

by Marianne Thaeler, Chapter Military Issues Chair

New Mexico and its citizens have always
supported the military of the United States
and will continue to do so. The military has
provided jobs and economic development to
New Mexico. Before the explosive popula-
tion growth in southern New Mexico, as a
result of other border activities and the cli-
mate, the US military was the major employ-
er in New Mexico.

Why should we be concerned now?

1) Because the geographic expansions
have been soooolarge, and more are planned.

2) Because the WSMR, Holloman AFB,
Fit. Bliss complex has so many different ac-

tivities involving all branches of the military.

3) Because the military presence is so
concentrated.

4) Because the number of existing Haz-
ardous Waste sites on these facilities needing
clean up is so large (at least 54 on WSMR
alone).

5) Because water quantity and quality isa
major problem for New Mexico.

6) Because the military has not fully com-
plied with the Federal Facilities Compliance
Act, which requires them to comply with
existing environmental laws.

7) Because the military makes decisions

that affect New Mexico citizens and begins
executing them before telling Congress and
the public.

8) Because hazardous waste clean up
monies may be cut by Congress, and those
most effected by these proposed cuts will be
New Mexicans.

9) Because foreign governments use our
lands for military purposes (Japan, Germany,
Taiwan, eic.).

(This listing is not in any specific order.)

@ —\ Sierra Club Takes the
Group Directory Army for a Hike
Marianne Thaeler, Chair 522-3421
; By Barbara Coon
My ra Price, Vice-chatr 524-0261 After recent discoveries that areas in the
David P ; g Organ Mountains most frequently used by
id Pengelley, Secy, Student Advisor 525-8286 Rk o O e i e
B 2 ordnance and are part of the Ft. Bliss, Dona
en Zerbey, Treasurer 526-6207 Ao R Gl v e s e
Chervl Blevi e New Mexico Group invited the Range Man-
ryl Blevins, Publicity 3244661 ager, Lt. Col. Lund, to go hiking in the Organs
Jim B : ; to see another perspective.
m Basler, Outmgs 3214822 The hike was led by Jim Basler, Group
Andrew Hands, Education 523-9059 Coiz OB il ol
\ i included Lt. Col. Lund, Captain Kontny,
Jim Winder. Education Bruce Gafner (NMSU Student Sierra Club,
inder, can 207420 Outdoor Coordinator), Barbara Coon (Sierra
Eri ; i Club member and member of the NM Moun-
ika Kocsis, Water 527-0523 tain Club) and her husband and daughter,
Tony Chiaviello 525-1802 Paul Bronson, Rudy Provencio, and John
Bryant.
Mari. The hike went up Achenbach Canyon and
bt Ny gard 5224689 explored the archeological site at the Indian
Kris Paulsen 523-9059 cave. Ranch horses were seen in the valley
above the falls.
Lori Schmierer, Student Group 527-1120 cigaodiameivashiad Dyjalt
Chapter Delegate vacant
New Group Officers will be elected in January
e v
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WSMR INFORMATION FAIR or How WSMR expanded its boundaries before

the public knew about it!

by Marianne Thaeler, Chapter Military Issues Chair

Under the Federal Facilities Compliance
Act the United States military is supposed to
comply with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). Each facility must have
aProgrammatic Environmental Impact State-
ment (PEIS) from which Environmental As-
sessments (EAs) for minor activities are tiered,
or Environmental Impact Statements (EISs)
are prepared for major activities. (WSMR has
not had a Final PEIS accepted. Holloman
AFB and Ft. Bliss have not yet begun to
prepare aPEIS, to the best of our knowledge.)
After an EA or EIS is prepared which ex-
plores and evaluates Alternatives for execut-
ing the activity, an Alternative is chosen, a
Finding of No Significant Impact can be
made, a Decision is rendered, funding is
acquired, and the activity is executed. But....

Lo and behold, the US Army is not work-
ing that way. They do the NEPA process
backward, although officials in the Environ-
mental Directorates say they are trying to
change. First the Decision is made, then the
activity is executed or “tested,” then Con-
gress is asked for funds based on the fact that
they have been doing the activity all along,
then the NEPA process is begun, and finally

they complain bitterly of unnecessary gov-

ernment paperwork.

This is the reverse of the NEPA process.
The NEPA process is the only way that some
members of Congress and the public learn
what is planned.

WSMR has begun construction on a
HERA launch area in the Northern Extension
Area. (See article and map on page 26.) This
is the area about half the size of the existing
WSMR, which extends north from US Hwy.
380 to US Hwy. 60. The Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) refused to allow con-
struction of lands underits management with-
out Congressional action, so... WSMR went
to the private landowners in the area and
negotiated leases to private property. These
leases allow for permanent lauch pads with
temporary buildings for the assembly and
fueling of missiles. An EA was prepared, not
under the EA which was prepared entitled
“HERA”, but under an EA entitled “Theater
High Altitude Area Defense” (THAAD).
THAAD is part of the Theater Defense Ex-

tended Range (TMD) for which an EIS has

not yet been finalized and which does have
Alternatives to WSMR. (Can one really be-
lieve the Alternatives are real as NEPA re-
quires, if construction has already begun?) If
TMD sounds familiar, it is because there has
been much controversy over the proposed
shooting of missiles from Ft. Wingate and
Green River, Utah, under TMD. So the pub-
lic, including this author, believing the NEPA
process was being followed, as required by
law, didn’t notice that construction had al-
ready begun on the TMD project THAAD.
It may be legal for the federal government
toconstruct permanent launch pads for weap-

ons on private property, but land is leased for
aspecific length of time. Thenthe questionis,
is it legal for private property owners to have
a launch pad for weapons? or should it be
legal for private property owners to have the
missile launch pads? We have not yet been
able to discover whether the leases have a
provision for the removal of the launch pads
on the expiration of the leases. The NM
Attorney General’s Office has sent us a letter
indicating these are issues of federal law,
although regulation might be possible by the
State of New Mexico. Further study isneeded
and perhaps the State Legislature should act.
A letter has been sent to the US Assistant
Attorney General asking similar questions.

Perhaps we can find get some answers at
the WSMR “Information Fair” to be held in
Socorro at NM Institute of Mining and Tech-
nology (Tech) in Macey Center on January
12, 1995. A flyer entitled Across the Fence,
Issue 2 has been sent to property owners in
the Northern Extension Area. The lead Arti-
cle is “Information Fair and Open House
planned for Jan. 12 & 13 in Socorro and at
Hera Launch Site.” In this article it refers to
the Northern Extension Area, the area known
toalltobethe WSMR buffer zone, as WSMR.
“Qur intent is to try to answer just about any
question you might have concerning activi-
ties on White Sands Missile Range.” Perhaps
a question might be asked, what area will be
used as a buffer zone in the future?

ARMY FIRES CLUSTER BOMBS INTO WSMR NORTHERN EXTENSION AREA
by Marianne Thaeler, Chapter Military Issues Chair

According to Across the Fence, Issue 2
(December 1994), a publication of White
Sands Missile Range, the Army has success-
fully demonstrated an advance version of the
Army Tactical Missile System (TACMS).

Three prototype TACMS missiles were
fired into the White Sands Missile Range
buffer zone, also known as the Northern
Extension Area, also known as the FIX Area
(Firing In Extension Area). These missiles
were fired in October, November, and on
December 7, 1994 at 9:30 am according to
local residents of Mountainair, New Mexico,

whoreported feeling the impacts. The missile
was launched from McGregor Range on Fort
Bliss, an area jointly managed by the Bureau
of Land Management, Las Cruces District.
Thefielded Army TACMS is 13 feetlong and
carries 950 submunitions or small “bomb-
lets” which are designed to explode on im-
pact. The number of bomblets was reduced to
275 in the prototype which was shot into the
Northern Extension Area. The bomblets were
loaded with borax, not explosives. Residents
of the Northern Extension Area have report-
edly been collecting the bomblets.

The Northern Extension Area is marked
on the map which appeared in the November/
December issue of the Sierran. It includes
most all of the area south of US 60 to US 380.
The land in the Northern Extension Area is
owned by the BLM and by private ranchers.
The private land owners have signed agree-
ments with the US Army, which are presently
being renegotiated. These agreements pro-
vide the ranchers who must evacuate their
lands during launches compensation, money.
Each agreement is different, so each rancher
is paid a different amount for evacuating.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1995
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© SOUTHERN NEW MEXI
HERA, What is it?

by Marianne Thaeler, Military Issues Chair

" The Ballistic Missile Defense Organization (BMDO) manages the Theater Missile Defense (TMD) Initiative. The U.S. Army Space
_5-'_hnd Strategic Defense Command, headquartered in Huntsville, Alabama, is a tenant on White Sands Missile R_ange, and it manages the
. TMD and HERA programs (and many others) for the BMDO, The TMD HERA Target Systems provide real1§tm targets for the TMD
" interceptor missiles, which include Theater High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) missiles, Phased Array Tracking to Intercept of Target.
(PATRIOT) missiles, Extended Range Interceptor missiles (ERINT) and other interceptors. ] o .
Confused? This is shooting missiles to shoot down other missiles. HER As are missiles used as targets. They are realistic simulations .
of threats used to test the TMD missiles, and themissiles’ systems. They are “seud-like” missiles. HERA %s a target system, touse the Army
argon, o .
! g:'I'hf.a HERA site for the launch of target missiles, which will be shot down by the interceptors aimed at it, is Iocated 15 miles south .Of
US Hwy 60, and 25 miles north of US Hwy 380. (See map below, which shows the boundary of the Northern Extension Area and the site
where the HERA launch facility is presently under constructiong :
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by Susan Gorman

Welive ina special place of fragile beauty
which must be protected and defended. Yet,
many people who live in New Mexico and
West Texas do not see the beauty or under-
stand how easy itistoirreparably damage this
place. :

The Rio Grande Chapter has. over 5000
members. Many of us have joined because
we believe that we must stop those human
activities that squander the earth’s resources
and pollute the air and water, leaving our
children a piace which has lost its beauty and
its ability to nurture life. Our involvement in

" . the Club ranges from those of us who pay

dues and read about the conservation issues
and activities described in the Sierran or
Sierra Magazine to a few of us'who dedicate
many hours working as volunteers to influ-
ence events and make change happen.

Club Self-Examination
During much of 1994, the Sierra Club has

.been going through a process of self-exami-

nation. We have been making changes in the
organizationtoincreaseitseffectiveness while
living within our means. So far the changes
have been primarily at the National level, but
it is time for us to begin our own self exami-
nation. .

To initiate this self-examination, I'd like -

- to suggest some ways-to invigorate, activate

and mobilize ourselves to a greater level of
effort than ever before because the stakes are
higher and the resource users -and polluters
are stronger than ever before.

- We must imagine an organization which

*-énables more Sierrans to be more active--an
.~ ’organization that helps them to gathér togeth-
““er to meet to share ideas and receive training
" about how to organize and formulate action
-~ plans to protect and defend our special plac-
* 5. We must enable Sierrans to know other
 Sierrans who live near them. We must use all
“forms of communication, especially elec-

tronic, because of the large distances which
- separate us. We must act locally and make a
collection of local actions combine into a

powerful wave.
" We must focus on nurturing and enlarg-

. ing the pumbers of activists and volunteers
-+ throughout the region and on giving every-
© one whols willing tocontribute their time and
. effort something useful to do. We need to
- become more effective in gefting more peo-

Rio Grande Sierrans Invigorate, Activate and Mobilize!

ple involved in major campaigns and initia-
tives. We need to find letter writers and
phone callers and give them ideas about who
to call or write to and what to say. We need
to educate ourselves and others. We need to
communicate effectively and persuasively.
We must be missionaries!

Re-examine Groups

We need to re-examine the way we are
separated into the four groups. We can begin
by realizing that an “Albuquerque Group”
which includes Grants and Santa Rosa and
meets in Albuquerque cannot address the
concerns of those faraway communities. We
can encourage “Gatherings” in communities
throughout the area. New Mexico has 99
recognized communities, soitiseasyto imag-
ine 12 or 15 Gathering Places. A Gathering
can be-even 2 or 3 Sierrans who want to do
more for the environment.

1 am making a personal commitment to
work with any Sierran anywhere in theregion
to organize alocal Gathering. I will come and
bring others to listen to your special local
issues and concerns and to share broader
regional concerns. (Often these will be paral-
lel.) Together we will make plans, discuss
actions and seck volunteers.

Electronic Sietra Club

Meanwhile, computerized Sierrans can
become activists inthe Electronic Sierra Club,
via E-Mail. We are working to develop ways
to use this powerful form of communication
effectively for Electronic Gatherings, Issue
Forums and Alerts. (See article on page 10.)
We hope to make information on Chub poli-
cies available to the public, offer education
and convince more people to share our val-
ues.
The National Sierra Club already has an
E-Mail system in place to send messages
from the offices in San Francisco and Wash-
ington, DC fo the Chapters so we can all
speak together on National issues. They letus
know when to write letiers or send faxes and
E-Mail messages to Congress. They write
model press releases to help us communicate
with the media. Weneed to develop a system
to spread this information to more members
rapidly and effectively.

Do you have other ideas about how to

invigorate, activate and mobilize cur mem-

bers? That’s great......te}l me what you think.
We need to begin a healthy and constructive
debate that resulis in a stronger revitalized
Sierra Club with many activists working hard
to preserve the places we love,

Note: Plans are already being made for
Gatherings in Tijeras and Gallup. To orga-
nize a Gathering in your area, contact Susan
Gorman, 2226B Wyomirg NE #272, Albu-

- querque, NM 87112, TEL 505-265-3231,

FAX 505-256-0373, E-Mail
bblairb@acl.com. '
Join Rio Grande
Underwriters and Assure
Our Continued Activity
in New Mexico and West
Texas ’

What do Tom Brasfield, Blair Brown,
Doug Fraser, Vicki Gabin, Susan Gorman,
George Grossman, Barbara Johnson, Sue
Mclntosh, Jana Oyler, Ford Robbins, Mike
Seidensticker, Gwen Wardwell and BenZer-
bey have in common?

They have joined the Rio Grande Under-
writers, by pledging monthly financial sup-
port to the Chapter, and have agreed to en-
courage at least two of their friends to do the
same.

“Through their generous monthly contri-
bution, in addition to the many other contri-
butions they make to the Chapter, these Un-
derwriters are assuring that the Chapter can

- continue its presence in New Mexico and

West Texas with adependable funding source.

Interested in joining this elite group? Call
Ford Robbins (505/466-7665) for detailson
how you, too, can become a Rio Grande
Underwriter. '

4 B
Call 1-800-742-2662 and
get your very own copy of

‘the Republicans’ “Contract
‘On’ America” and find out
what we need to fight.

. : -/
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Wlldllfe and Delnpment in Mexico

by Robert Hamson, Biology Department, University of New Mexico

New Mexico is currently experiencing a
udal wave of development. One need not
have lived here long to notice the rapid in-

crease il the numbers of houses and subdivi-.

sions, especially in the vicinities of Alba-

quergue and Santa Fe, Tothose of us, includ- -

ing myself, who love undisturbed landscapes
and value the beauty and serenity of wilder-
ness, housing development is a disgusting,
sickening, and disheartening sight. Clearly
the aesthetics of an undisturbed landscape are
severely reduced as soon as housesappear, It
would seem that developed. areas have no
value for wildiife either, but that is not always
true. Properly done, housing development

does not have to mean loss of native species .

or total disturbance of natural communities.
Whether or not and under what circumstanc-
es development and wildlife can coexist is a
gray, cloudy, and largely unexplored subject.
From two years of studying gray foxes in a
rural residential area, I can offer some in-
sxghts :

90% Want Wzldly"e ~ -
From a survey of over 1400 homeowners
in my study area of Tijeras and Cedar Crest
{known as the East Mountain Area, or EMA),
I learned that over 90% wanted wildlife in
their neighborhoods. In general; both home-
owners and developers were quite interested
tolearn what they coulddoto keep wildlife in
their neighborhoods. People who move into
the EMA often do so in order to be closer to
nature. This attitude offers genuine ehcour-
agement that rural housing development may
be moderated or even eventually regulated
enough to allow permanent coexistence with

wildlife. -This is known as sustainable de- . -
velopment and is a very popular subject. .

among conservation biologists. Below I of-
fer some specific suggestions for ways that
this ‘can be achieved, but first we must be
clear about the limitations of sustamablc de-
velopment. -

First and foremost, therc is no substitute
forundeveloped, undisturbed natural habitat.
But given the difficulty of stopping develop-
ment on private land, we can strive toreduce
its impact. The goal of biologists studying
sustainable development is not to find a way
to mollify environmentalists in order get on
with development, but rathér to reduce the
impact of development. The ideaistolock in
those Iand uses which are least harmful to

wildlife and to give residents areason toresist
further changes. -In this sense, rural residen-
tial development, while certainly not anideal
solution for wildlife, is better than urban;
agricultural, or industrial development. For
example, once an area is developed for resi-
dential use, it is léss likely that the lots will be
subdivided further. Human residents of the
area may then take it upon themselves to

-prevent further degradation of the area out of

self- interest. If the original lot size was large
enough to accommodatewildlife and the hab-
itat was not destroyed, theri losses should be

' relatively minimal, But there are still plenty

of problems,

In general both homeowners
and developers were quite

- interested to learn what they

could do to keep wildlife in their
neighborhoods. People who
move into the EMA often do so
in order to be closer to nature.
This attitude offers genuine
encouragement that rural
housing development may be
moderated or even eventually
regulated enough to allow
permanent coexistence wzth
wzldly"e

L‘ndangered Speczes

Special consideration must be given to

endangered spemes Ingeneral, those species
which are able to survive in close proxumty
of humans are not endangered. It is species
which cannot tolerate humans or human-
driven habitat changes that are endangered.
We must also be very careful that embracing
sustainable development does not push addi-
tional species over the edge. Unfortunately,
our current knowledge of how much habitat
loss a given species can tolerate is pitifally
limited. -

Sustainable residential development is

particularly difficult for those species which

occasionally attack humans, such as moun-
tain lions, tigers, and bears (oh my!), People
can and do live in close proximity to such
species, but permanent, peaceful coexistence
requires effort onthe part of humans. We
must educate ourselves and others about the
needs and habits of such-species, be more
vigilant, especiatly when childrenare present,
and prevent access to human food sources,
such as garbage. To what extent people are
willing to make these extra efforts on a per-
manent basis is basically unknown, although
it was very encouraging that, in-a short peri-

- od, 600 residents of the EMA recently signed

-apetition protesting the New Mexico Depart-
ment of Game and Fish’s policy of trapping
and removing bears in their area. -

Recammendaaons .

With these limitations in mmd here are
some recommendations for sustainable hous-
ing development:

=Prior to devel()pment, an endangered
species survey should be done. This is
especially important for large tracts of previ-
ouslyundisturbed land. In some cases, devel-
opment can proceed after proper measures
have been taken.

--Keep lot sizes large. This is the most
difficult issue because it directly affects the
profitability of development.

In my fox research, I found that the foxes
avoided areas with housing densities greater
than one house per three acres. We need this
type of information for many more species.

--Destroy as little habitat as possible.
When building a house, put the house in the
trees, rather than clearing an area and then

planting new trees. Doing so reduces losses

of the mnumerable small species that are
present.

--Make roads windy in order to slow
traffic down and reduce road kills.

--Loock for critical travel paths for ani-
mals and aveid blocking them with houses,
Where paths cross roads, provide culverts for
animals to cross under the roads.

--Provide corridors linking undevel-
oped areas so that populations in those areas
are linked.

_--Strictly. control dogs and cats. Both
can. wreak havoc in the unmedlate area of
thexr homes

{con’t on page 29)
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Several Sierra Club members have volunteered for the American
Bicycle and Cycling Museumn Project’s Docent Program with the
National Forest Service, which began because budget cuts have
made it difficult for the Forest Servme to find staff to facilitate
volunteers. =

The Docent Program is based on the docent programs than many
museums have, but it is unique in !hat it incorporates volunteers in
anew way.

- The Pilot Project started w1th 5 Docents on mountain b1kes for
3 months, August, September, and October. Each Docent was
assigned 1-2 trails within the Espanola Ranger District of the
National Forest. Each Docent agreed io ride his or her assigned trail
aminimum of twice a month. Each Docent wore a special vest with

_apaich identifying them as a volunteer of the National Forest,

The Docent’s primary responsibility is to serve as an informa-
tion source to all other trail users, although particular problems with
trails or mis-use of trails are reported to the proper authority. The
Docents are not involved with any sort of iaw enforcement, and they
do not assume any role of authority while on the trails.

Each Docentfilled out a short Trail Report at theend of eachride,
decumenting the number of other trail users encountered and the
type of questions asked, This information was funnelled back to the
Ranger’s District. ©

The Forest Service has approved an expansion of this program
for 1995, upto 35 miles of trails with 10 Docents. It is hoped that
these volunteers will eventually become involved with organizing

* trail maintenance for their specific trails and will serve as a liaison

between the National Forest Service and the general public.
According to Jeffrey Della Penna, Founder of the Bicycle
Musuem, “We have already proven that the Docent Prograni is very
casy for the Forest Service to maintain and, at the same time, it has
been a vatuable rescurce for them. The program is not oniy

Wildlife and Development
(con ¢ ﬂom page28) "’

--Ut:hze naiural water drainage’ patterns to preserve or
create wetlands. - If properly constructed, these areas:can harbor a
surprising number of plant and animal species and provide greatly
improved aesthetics, fThey are especialiy good for endangered
plants.

At this point, we need to present these ideas to developers and
- prospective home buyers and to establish the principle of sustainable

development for wildlife in county development plans. Based on the

~ attitudes: that I encountered in the EMA, we can be cautiously
- optimistic that we can'reduce the unpact of ruraI residential develop-

ment.

Docent Program H elps National Forest Service

- extremely cost and time effective, but incredibly easy to imple-

ment and maintain. With the Docent Program, all that’s needed
is one person to step forward with the desire tobe of service. This
program provides the opportunity for volunteers to immediately
make a difference.”

- Sierra Club members will be monitoring their trails on foot,

- which will allow them to reach areas which mountain bikers

cannot. Anyone interesied in volunieering may call Jeff Della
Penna at (505) 989-7634.

‘News from Sierra Club Books: _
Savage Dreams: A Journey Into the

Hidden Wars of the American West
by Rebecca Solnit

In 1851, a war began in what would become Yosemite National -
Park, a war against the indigenous inhabitants that has yet to come
to areal conclusion, A century later—1951—and about a hundred
and fifty miles away as the crow flies, another war began when the
U.S. government started setting off nuclear bombs at the Nevada
Test Site, in what was called a nuclear testing program buf which
functioned as a war against the land and people of the Great Basin.
Savage Dreams is an exploration of these two landscapes, thé arid

.and. forbidden expanse of the Nevada Test Site, the celebrated,

crowded landscape of Yosemite National Park. Together, they
serve as our national Eden and Armageddon, though their real
histories complicate the meanings of such mythical places.

. Written as a travel book by an art historian‘and environmental
activist, it describes her own growing realization that the West as
presented in popular history, paintings, monuments, and parks
leaves cut many crucial elements. Her book brings together many
themes and narratives in an examination of what it means to be
living in the American West, and how our beliefs about nature have
shaped the fate of these places. These two federally managed
landscapes offer up alot of the history of the West, not only interms
of Indian and environmental wars, but in terms of the relationship
between culture-—the generation of beliefs and views—and its
implementation as politics.

Savage Dreams is a story about civil disobedience, landscape
painting and photography, Indian wars, place names, Henry David
Thoreau, many heroines, a few conquistadors, Adam and Eve in
and out of Paradise, physicists, country music, nuclear fallout,
gardens, storytelling, walking, traveling, home, and friendship.

Bom in 1961, Rebecca Solnit studied history and literature in
San Francisco and Paris, then took a Master’s Pegree in Journalism
from U.C, Berkeley in 1984, She has worked as an art critic,
historian, and journalist, as well as an environmental and social
justice activist. Much of her recent activism has been centered in
Nevada, with work against nuclear testing and in the ay\festern
Shoshone land rights struggle.

The Rio Grande Chapter has 30 copies of this book at $22 each,
for those of you who are interested. Contact Gwen Wardwell at
(505) 438-3060.
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“Ski Report
By John Turnbuil

Snow. Two months ago, I commented
that winter was on its way, and that snow
tends to be more predictable in the northern
reaches of New Mexico, Both have proven
correct, but with a difference: all of the snow
isabove 9,000". The SantaFe Ski Area opened
with 98% of runs usable, and the best snow
for November in recent memory. Similarly
for the Nordic (cross-country) skiers, the hills
above 9,000" at both Cumbres Pass, above
Chama, and west of Tres Piedras, were al-
ready well-covered in November. As of mid-
December there is about three to four feet of
loose powder at both 1ocations, and the skiing
is truly marvelous!
Elsewhere, there hasn’t been more than a
sprinkling of snow since the beginning of
December. Snow-wise, the Jemez Moun-
tains as of mid-December are marginal. Lots
of grass showing through. Above Los Alam-
os, north-facing slopes have about eight inch-
es of loose, dry snow: enough to carefully
navigate around on. The area inthe Sangre de
Cristos, near U.S. Hill and Amole Canyon,
usnally a high-snowfall area, is surprisingly
thin, dug partly to a freak rainfall. In the
Sandia Mountains things also are sparse, and
frequently icy, though at the top there is
enough to ski on. Down south, according to
reports, things aren’t any better. The rule, at
least for the past month, is: “Over 9,000 .”
* Below that altitude you’ll probably be hitting
rocks and scratching skis. The nice thing
about this year, so far, is that the roads typi-
cally are dry and there’s little chance of

" getting stuck. The best of both worlds--
almost. ‘

Ski Classes. The first round of Sierra
Club ski classes finished in Santa Fe on 18
December, ranking as some of the best ever,
notonly in numbers but inenthusiasm. About
34 people attended the indoor equipment
class. The Saturday outdoor class near Los
Alamos attracted a total of 22; a number that
would have been unmanageable except for
the able assistance of National Ski Patrol
member Gordon Spencer of Los Alamos. All
of the participants were enthusiastic and ea-
gertoleamn-- and did. On Sunday, 21 people,
including two intrepid carloads from Albu-
querqué, joined the beginners® tour, intended
to reinforce and refine skills in backcountry

. conditions. We traveled to the vicinity of
Hopewell Lake, near Tres Piedras, and found
three feet of fluffy snow., The weather was

perfect; the scenery was beautiful; and the
hills were lots of fum. Eventhe snowmobilers
weé met were unusually courteous.

Buying Boots. What you have on your .

feet is critical to how well you ski the unbro-
ken snow of the backcountry, where most
Sierra Clubbers wantto go. A couple of years
ago, I did an article on boots, and since that
time a lot has changed. First, the venerable
75mm 3-pin binding in the intermediate and
light weights has, regrettably, all but disap-
peared from larger retail shops. It's still the
hottest thing going at ski swaps, which says
something. The “Old Reliable™ 3-pin still
dominates in the heavier touring boots, but in
the more affordable intermediate weights has
been largely supplanted by the patented
boot+binding systems. For backcountry use,
these are either the NNN-BC system (which
still has its bugs), or the new Salomon “Coun-
try” system (with which few, as of now, have
any experience}), Besides coping with the
new binding gadgetry, their comparatively
greater cost, and the exasperating and costly
incompatibility problems they present, shop-

‘ping is further confused by a welter of new

and unfamiliar boot model designations, and
the perennial headache of sales personnel
lacking first-hand experience. Healthy skep-
ticism and prudence are in order.

The functional criteria for backcountry
boots still is torsional rigidity: the stiffness
and resistance of the sole to twisiing; and
ankle support: the stiffness of the boot around
the ankle. Stiff boots keep. the skis going

" where you want them to go. With a soft boot,

the ski goes where it wants to go, and the
result is fairly prediciable. As a generaliza-

tion, if the boot is selling for less than about
$120, it’s probably not suitable for serious
backcountry skiing.

Backcountry Skis. For the hard-core
mountaineer and Telemarker (collectively
known in the business as “Granola-heads™)
things are better than ever, The models today
are nothing short of marvelous, and though
pricy in the $240 to $340 range, even the
dedicated beginner should consider them.
Most require boots of considerable stiffness,
in the $200 to $300 range to handle them,
Equipment in this class lasis. The dedicated
skier, willing to spend the $$3$ canreasonably
consider theseitems lifetime investments, In
this class there is a big selection.

Inthe less expensive entry level category,
finding skis wide enough to provide flotation
in loose Rocky Mountain snow has been a
constant problem. People lucky enough to
own wide, 60+ mm skis rarely let go of them
(mine are late 1970s vintage). Last year
Peltonen introduced its extra-wide “Eagle”
model, an atiractive ski in many ways and
inexpensive as well, This year, mass-market
specialist Karhu has introduced a couple of
extra wide models: The “BEscape” (also la-
beled “Pathfinder™), similar to the Peltonen
model, and the “Catamount,” a steel-edged
wonder 85 mm wide at the tip. All is not
clover, however, because these models come
in only two or three lengths (compared to the
traditional eight lengths) to accommodate
everybody from 85 1b. to 300 1b. As attractive
as these wide skis are, many buyers will find
the limited choice of lengths and flexes prob-
lematic. Agzun caution is in order, and

impartial expert assistance in fitting these

An early November Sierra Clisb ski trip on Cumbres Pass

Winter scene at Hopawell Lake, noar Tres Piedras

skis is essential. There are alternatives, fortu-
nately, in the more traditional models offered
by several manufacturers. Those attending
the Sierra Club classes in early January will
learn about all this,

Thinking About Winter, It didn’t really
begin officially until the winter solsticeon 22
December., As a result of the earth’s axis
tipping relative to the sun, the amount of solar
energyhitting the surface decreases, and tem-
peratures cool. Vapor, condensing and fall-
ing back to earth as liquid water during most
of the yeai, becomes a shower of solid, crys-
talline dust, or snow. Snow accumulates on
much of the earth’s surface and in the north-
ern latitudes thie frozen accumulation makes
the earth inhospitable to most life. Hurnan
beings (and theirrecognizable ancestors) have

been on earth for about three million years. -

They inhabited these northern latitndes only
10,000 years ago, when they invented skis to
travel on top of the snow accumulation,

In another 10,000 years or less, the earth
probably. will enter another Ice Age. By that
time, most of the resource base upon which
high technology exists, including all non-
renewable fuels, will be gone, and societies
will be predominantly agrarian. Provided
human beings haven’t done themselves in,
h;stonans of that future age may think of skis
as among the most significant and ‘enduring
mvenuons of all time,

{ The aulhor isaformer chair of the SantaFe
Group, a lcng time Nordic instructor, a member
of both the Professional Ski Instructors of Anier-
icaand rhe U.S. Amateur Ski Instructors' Associ-
ation, and d Regional Staff Editor of Nordthesr
Magazine; pubhshed in Bend, Oregon.)

Trip Report
PILGRIMS WITH SKIS

by Georgia Jannuzzi

Thehale and hearty along with the meek
and mild from Los Alamos, Santa Fe, Albu-
querque and El Paso congregated in Taos
starting on Thanksgiving Day for fun of all
sorts, Ninein all and the yellow four-footed
mascot. (After all we needed at least one
couch potato.) Seven took off for the ski
lifts and lessons, two and mascot went to
Taos Pueblo and downtown Taos. Bvery-
one met for the buffet dinner at the Quality
Inn where we all stayed. If you went away
hungry it was your own fault. The stories of
the day were fun (almost as bad as those
fishermen stories I've heard in the past) and
plentiful. We werethen joined by twomore
latecomers bringing our number o 11, A
little hot tubbing after the extreme quanti-
ties of food was an excellent way to end an
already delightful day.

Friday, the downhill folks skied, some
taking lessons, while the x-country folks
went scouting trails in the area, as more
folks were to join us on Saturday for a x-
country trek. It was decided that a trek to

.Williamns Lake seemed like the place to go.

A bit of comradery for lunch together in the
cafeteria below Al's run brought the group
in touch with each other daily to make plans
forthe evenings. The fireplace at theRaths-
keller below the run was found to be an
excellent place to warm up and meet some

“of the folks who had also come to ski,

watch, relax or just hang out.

The group got together Friday evening
in our own Hospitality Room for food,
beverage, gossip of the day and games. We
had put a message board on the outside of
the door with our own Sierra Club Logo and
it was always fun to look to see what mes-
sages were left, including people who just
wanted to say Hi. Even the maintenance
man and Security joined us. Then there was
this hot tub again. It says it holds 12 folks,
I'm still not convinced of that as we made
the 'water overflow that night without 12
people in it,

Saturday morning, the last members of
the group appeared now making a total of
13. After breakfast, the downhill diehards
went their way, we x-country type headed
up the mountain to Williams Lake, We got
our workout for the day. It started out just
putting on chains to get tothe starting point,

and it was a good feeling when we returned,
knowing what we had traversed, including
the last run of the day. Two of us were sure
theriver was going to giveus abath onthelast
run down, but we persisted in not taking a

_cold dunking. Boy, what a great incentive

plan‘that is to stay on the area you belong in,

The day group headed back south after a
stopat the HospitalityRoom for some warmth,
food and beverage ds it was blowing snow on
and off by this time. (Fresh snow for the next
day.) A bit of hot tubbing, then on to a place
called Eske’s A Brew Pub in town where a
young man from England with a guitar and
harmonica did a good job of entertaining us.
On the way back to the motel, it was nice to
see some of the lights and farolitos making
the occasion even more festive.

Sunday, our last day, meant packing and
goodbyes as not everyone would see each
other again for the rest of the day. When you
spend alot of time together, the goodbyes get
a bit harder each time. The diehard downhill
folks went for their last spin on the slopes, the
x-country folks went on to Tres Piedras only
27 miles away, and into some virgin 2-1/2 to
3 fool snow. We were very proud of our-
selves when we found the markers we had
tied to the trees last summer to mark trails for
this winter’s snow escapades. _

We're terribly sorry you couldn’t join us.
Maybe next time we’ll see you there too.

THE SKI NETWORK WORK. S
by Will Richardson

On November 6, the first impromptu ski
trip by 5 Albuquerque and Santa Fe mem-
bers, to Cumbres Pass, turned out tobe ahuge
success. The weather was wonderful, the
scenery breathtaking, the trail challenging.
By the end of the day, there was a total
elevationchange of 3,900 feet. The snow was
teriffic, the cheese, wine and crackers at lunch
to celebrate the first trip of the year, were
scrumptious. Come join us for the next one.
Call anyone from the Ski Committee if yon
think you might be interested in going cross-
country skiing.
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