County Payments
{continued from front page)

ments is quite complex, but theresultis simple. Every county hasabase PILT
payment determined by the acreage of federal land in the county and its
population. The actual amount of PILT that a county receives each year is
this base payment minus payments from federal land management agencies,
including the Forest Service. By law, each national forestand grassland s re-
quired to return 25 percent of its receipts for use in the counties in which it
is located.

Because Forest Service payments are subtracted from PILT payments,
most counties in the Four Comers states (92 out of 112) do not receive any
additional funds from the federal government as a result of Forest Service
payments, These 92 counties would get the same amount of federal money
even if the Forest Service cut no timber and payments dropped to zero.

For instance, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico, is entitled to $800,250
a year in PILT payments. A report from the Office of the State Auditor in
New Mexico shows that in 1989 the county received $176,057 from the
Forest Service, $9,880 from other fedcral land management agencies, and
$614,313 in PILT. Had the county received nothing from the Forest Service

thatyear, it still would have received $800,250 from the federal government,

$790,370in PILT plus $9,880 in payments from other federal land manage-
ment agencies. :

PILT payments are made by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) on behalf of all federal land management agencies. Because the
check comes from the BLM, many counties are not aware that PILT has
anything to do with the national forests. When I first looked into PILT
payments, [ was told by county treasurers that they had nothing to do with
national forests. So I called the local forest and they told me the same thing,
as did the Forest Service’s regional office in Albuguerque. I had to call For-
est Service headquarters in Washington, DC, toconfirm that PILT payments
came from the national forests.

Many claims are made about how timber sales produce money for
county budgets. Our report shows that this is seldom the case. There may
certainly be economic benefits from logging on the national forests, but
raising funds for county governments is not one of them.

[Lane Krahlis Director of the National Forest Programof the Forest Trust.]
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Study shows few NM counties benefit
from National Forest logging

by Lane Krahl

SANTA FE, NM — Every year the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice reports that it has given millions of dollars to counties.
However, 92 of the 112 counties in the Four Corners stales
that receive these payments do not benefit from them.

The Forest Trust, a conservation organization based in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, has released a report showing that
Forest Service paymenis do not generally benefit counties
in Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah. What the
federal government givestocounties with one hand, ittakes

away with the other. On one hand, counties receive Forest
Service 25-percent payments. On the other hand, those pay-
ments are subtracted from what they receive in Payments in
Lieu of Taxes.

Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) is a federal program
to compensate counties for the property taxes thl;y lose by
the presence of tax—exempt federal land within their bounda-
ries, including national forests. The formula for PILT pay-

(continued on back page)
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Dear Editor:

Your article on election results in the
latest Sierran prompis a response from me.

I did not support the Chapter’s endorse-
mentof thecandidates for governorand land
commissioner. In fact, I question the wis-
dom of endorsing candidates for public of-
fice by an organization such as Sierra Club,
Should your endorsed candidate lose, the
organization has created a disadvantage in
efforts to work with the winner theorganiza-
tion opposed. .

Asforthe defeatof the proposed amend-
ment 10 make it eagier for the land commis-
sioner o engage in land exchanges, I see that
as geod. I opposed that one, and still do, as
well as that rather silly one to retroactively
approve land exchanges made in the past. -

Iamrelieved and pleased that the voters
rejected the proposed changes to the consti-
tutional safeguards imposed upon the land
commissioner in making land exchanges.

Elbert E. Earnest -

Santa Fe

Dear Editor:

Bumt Cabin, Dutchman, Sheep, Red-
stone, Meadow  Creek,Eagle
Peak, Buzzard,Ward,Scott Able, Poison, Elk
Mountain, Creek, Bird, Perk, Pepper, and
many others-these are just a few of the
actual or proposed timber sales on national
forestsin New Mexico. Few, if any, of these
sales would generatea positive cash flow for
the federal government or the taxpayers.
Theyamounttoablatant giveaway of every-
body’s resources to a privileged few, i.e.
“welfare logging.” .

Diamond Bar, Kelly, Devils Park, Dry
Creek, Lightning Mesa, and many others—this
list could go on forever. Most, if not all, of
the wildemess areas, national forests, and
BLM lands in the west are covered by graz-
ingallotments, Theseare also managed with
a negative cash flow to the federal govemn-
ment, costing taxpayers millions of dollars—a
blatant giveaway to a privileged few, ie.,
“welfare ranching,”

The four-footed lawnmower has other
negative impacts that are difficult to meas-
ure in dollars: increased erosion, destruction
of riparian areas, loss of native species, and
many others. Beef costs more than what you
Ppay in the store,

_ Ted Mertig
Public Lands Chair, El Paso Group

Dear Editor:

I just wanted to tell you how much I
enjoyed reading through your December/
January issue. It is rare o see a publication
of this type so thorough in both its national
and regional reporting, The “Group Reports™
section especially impressed me. The re-
ports are a sharp tool for environmentalists;
aconciselistof currentregional issuesalong

with the names of who to contact for further |
‘information and involvement,

I was also happy to see that your publi-
cation is produced in a-completely recy-
clable newsprint format. This is important
whenyou consider thatenvironmental groups
are now being attacked for contributing to
the same type of mail-distributed waste that
they themselves criticize other organiza-
tions, businesses, and industries for generat-
ing.

I am becoming increasingly disturbed
by the mainstream news media’s apparent
anti-environmental sentiments in New
Mexico. Thatthe Albuquerque Journalrans
Alston Chase’s syndicated column in their

Sunday editorial page speaks volumes on |

where it stands regarding environmental
issues. Provocative environmental issues
often seem to be purposely omitted from
their coverage. For example, there have
been no articles printed in either of Al-
buguerque’s main papers on the U.S, Fish
and Wildlife Service’s December 21 [1590]
deadline for considering the Mexican spot-
ted owl as an endangered species. After
working for the Ancient Forest Alliance in
northern California last year, and all the
media coverage concerning the northern
spotted owl (after all, the bird even made the
cover of Time last summer), I am amazed at
the overall lack of interest on this subject in
New Mexico. am hoping the Sierran will
cover thig issue in the months to come,
Keep up the good work.

Scott Hyatt
Albuquerque
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Public Lands Ranching

by Wes Leonard

He's a big man.. He's tomorrow’ s beef
steak with a grin on his face.. He's the
country' smost rugged individualistwith
a cocked left eyebrow.. He carries na-

tions on his big shoulders.. He' s Amer- -

ica riding on a horse.. Democracy
-wearing a big hat.. He's freedom hold-
ing a branding iron .. .He' s the future of
the world in a pair of tough leather
boots.. He's arancher!

(from What is a Rancher? by Dan Val-
enting)

For years the western rancher has
represented frontier values and hasbeen
portrayed as a. symbol of the best in
America, But, just as the symbol of the
Marlboro Man faded as the truth about
cigarrette smoking became known, the
unfortunate truth about western public
lands (or what some term “‘welfare™)
ranching is beginning to emerge.

A moreaccurate view of suchranch-
ing is best articulated by the late Ed
Abbey whodescribed the western rancher
as follows:

The rancher is @ man who strings
barbed wire all over the range; bull-
dozes stock ponds; drives off elk and
antelope and bighorn sheep; poisons
coyotes and prairie dogs; shoots eagles,
bears and cougars on sight; supplants
native grasses with tumbleweed,
snakeweed, anthills, mud, dust, andflies.
And then leans back and grins at the TV
cameras and talks about how much he
loves the American West...

Grazing must be recognized as one
of the most environmentally damaging
and economically unsound uses of the
public lands. Grazing negatively impacts
the vast majority of the public lands in
the westand isasigniflcantburden tothe
U.S taxpayer. The natural heritage of the

American people is being systemati-
cally destroyed by a system that bene-
fits a tiny, but privileged group sup-
ported by a vast array of subsidies.

Overgrazing on the fragile ranges
of the West has destroyed most ripar-
ian areas, forced out wildlife, threat-
ened endangered species, and turned
large areas into wastelands. And all the”
more shocking is the fact that the tax-
payer is providing the public lands
ranchers more than $130 million dol-
lars per year to do this damage to land
owned by all Americans—and o pro-
duce only two percent of the nation’s
red meat.

The public lands rancher, in order
to protect his interests, cannot act in a
responsible manner; therefore, wernust
act for him. Our goal should be to have
grazing on the public lands phased cut
overaperiod of ime. Justas thereisno
room in a world becoming more envi-
ronmentally aware for the old-time
industrialist who spews toxic poisons
into our waters and air, so must the
public lands rancher be held account-
able for the mass ecological destruc-
tion selfishly caused by a way oflife no
Ionger appropriate.

The modern rancher is not the ro-
mantic image portrayed in the movies;
rather he is simply a businessman tak-
ing our tax dollars and our precious
resources to support his business inter-
ests. Stopping this outrage will not be
easy because of their political influ-
ence which is far out of proportion to
theirnumbers, but the first steps should
be taken now,

{WesleyLeonardis chairman of the El
Paso Group, vice-chair of the Rio
Grande Chapter, and aformer Bureau
of Land Management employee.]
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‘ Saving wilderness in the Saguaro State

Arizona Desert Wilderness Act smooths way for New Mexico wilderness bill
. by Rob Smith

Inliterally the last few moments of the 101st Congress
the Senate gave final approval to the Arizona Desert Wil-
demess Act of 1990, culminating what for some wilder-
ness activists was nearly a 20-year effort to preserve
Sonoran desert BLM lands in the National Wilderness
Preservation System. With the President’s signature of the
2.4 million acre bill, the amount of protected wilderness in
Arizona more than doubled.

The Grand Canyon Chapter of the Sierra Club had
joined with other conservationists as part of the Arizona
Willdemess Coalition (AWC) to push a 4.1 million acre
proposal for both BLM and national wildlife refuge areas.
The final wildlife refuge boundaries, ‘which in-
clude 1.3 million acres, closely follow what both
the Fish and Wildlife Service and the AWC had
proposed. The 1.1 million acres of designated
BLM lands represent a slight gain over the 1
million acres proposed by BLM, but another

* 100,000 acres remains under wildemness study
area protection or is included within the newly es-
tablished Gila Box National Riparian Conserva-
tion Area. ’

Wilderness advocates, who had organized a
adoption program for individual areas, had a sig-
nificant influence over which BLM areas were
protected. Although five areas recommended by
BLM were dropped in Rep. Bob Stump’s (R)
district, nine nonrecommended areas were added
to the bill elsewhere due to citizen support. The
greatest acreage gains were in Rep, Mo Udall’s
(D) district, where the BLM had recommended
wilderness status for only 25 percent of the acre-
age considered, but had to accept 85 percent as
new wilderness.

The first bill was introduced in the spring of
1989 by both U.S. Senators from Arizona. It
included only 900,000 acres of wilderness, all but
30,000 of them on BLM lands. That was closely
followed by Udall’s bill for 2.7 million acres,
which were about equally divided between wild-
life refuge and BLM lands. The final version
basically split the difference on BLM areas, and
reflected compromises between conservationists, 1
hunters and the military on roads and overflights

Prieta,

The final legislation included almost every o e

area with significantamounts of flowing water, an 2
extremely valuable feature in the desert for both

recreational and ecological reasons. Equally im-
portant was language in the bill explicitly creating

a federal wilderness water right for instream flows.

The battle over water rights ground things to a halt
several times during the Congressional process. At one
point it looked as if the Arizona House delegation would
spliton the issue when Reps. Jon Kyland Jay Rhodes (both
R) demanded that the federal water right be processed first
through the state court system. Conservationists strongly
objected to this attempt to limit the ability to protect wil-
derness water through the federal courts if necessary.
Udall pressed ahead with his bill as drafied without the
weakening water provisions, and finally the delegation

(continued on next page)
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came back together in support of the final
version with additional procedural expla-
nations which did not change existing law.

Well, not quite everyone came baqk
together. Rep. Stump remained true to'hxs
convictionsand consistently argued against
any wildemess in his district and voted
against the bill at every opportunity. He
alone among the entire Arizona delegation
did not support the bill on its final passage.

Water rights became an issue up until
the final days in the Senate, too. Despite 2
united front from both Senators DeConcini
(D-AZ) and McCain (R-AZ), Senators Jim

1 McClure (R-ID), Malcolm Wallop (R-WY)

and Bill Armstrong (R—CO) continued to
find reasons to hold the bill from a final
floor vote, Only after various provisions
were added to the legislation did they allow
itto get final approval by the Senate. Wpile
Armstrong and McClure have now retired

from the Senate, Wallop remains and it is
possible for any one Senator to indefinitely
stall final approval of a bill.

The added Senate language was un-
neccessary and even somewhat foolish, but
it was not damaging to the concept of wil-
derness water rights, This was due to the
hard work of both Arizona Senators, and es-
pecially McCain, who refused to accept
major changes that would undo the deals
made in the House, One provision stated
thatan Arizonawilderness waterright would
not be taken from the water allocations
already made for the ColoradoRiver’s Upper
Basin (which it never would have anyway.)

Armstrong generated some headlines
in Colorado regarding his amendment de-
nying a waterright from the ColoradoRiver
for two of the refuge wilderness areas, de-
spite the fact that the Colorado does not
actually flow through either of these areas.

‘Their wilderness boundaries came downto
the high water line, and & wilderness water
right within the areas remained intact.
New Mexico Senator Pete Domenici
(R) also refused to allow the Arizonabillto
proceed until a clause was added that pro-
tected the authorization for Hooker dam or
an alternative on the Upper Gila River.
Increased motorized use and devglop-
ments for ranchers was raised as an issue
early on, but was quickly dismissed by most
on the Arizona Congressional delegation
because the cattle industry could not show
any evidence that changes were ne:eded to
existing wilderness grazing guidelines.
The designation of the hotly contested
Gila Box as a National Riparian Conserva-
tion Arca was a compromise crafted by

. Rep. Jim Kolbe (R) to mollify local com-

munities which opposed anything called
(continued on page 23)
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Legislative priorities for 1991

By Ken Hughes, with contributions from Lynda Taylor and Kevin Bixby

Strengthening existing environmental laws, and thereby
strengthening the hand of government and citizens alike, is the focus
_of the Sierra Club and other organizations during the first session of

EID Legislative Package

The Environmental Improvement Divi-
sion (EID) is expected to seek passage of a
legislative package thatincludes the follow-
ing bills and amendments:

Leaking Underground Storage Tank
Funding. This measure would, through the
Corrective Action Fund, allow EID to take

corrective action at sites contaminated by .

leaks (primarily petroleum products) from
underground storage tanks. There is worry,
however, that oil companies may use this
fund as an excuse to decrease its insurance
against spills and stick the whole bill to the
public,

Water Quality Act Enforcement, Sep-
tage, Sludge and Liquid Waste Initiative.
This would amend the Water Quality Actto
increase civil penalties, increase criminal
coverage, add administrative enforcement
procedures for transporting, treating and
disposing of septage and other similar wastes,
and authorize spending $484,000 to hire
nine new staff to increase enforcement of
waste disposal.

Air Quality Act Amendments. These
would amend the state’s Air Quality Actto
increase civil penalties, adopt changes nec-
essary tomeet federal Clean Air Actamend-
ments, increase criminal and civil penalties
for violations, provide stronger enforcement,
and allow for the state to be more stringent
than federal law in protecting New Mexico’s
air quality. Another amendment establishes

the 40th New Mexico Legislature.

a Rio Grande Corridor monitoring program
for ozone.

Hazardous Waste Permitting and En-
forcement. This bill would amend the state
Hazardous Waste Act toauthorize hiring ad-
ditional staff to review permits, corrective
actions at contamination sites, ground water
monitoring systems, closure plans and in-
spections. It would also remove the 30-day
waiting period before EID can act to force
compliance with law, and allow for public
hearings on minor modifications to permits
if significant public interest exists. .

EnhancedEnvironmenial Enforcement.
This measure would increase civil and crimi-
nal penalties for violations of the major state
environmental laws and add other crimes to
make it more costly for polluters to-ignore
laws.

BelowRegulatory Concern. This would
amend several laws to prohibit deregulated
radioactive waste from being dumped into
New Mexico landfills or incinerators.

State Environmental Review. This
would set up a state NEPA that would re-
quire an environmental impact analysis for
state funded projects.

State/Federal Stringency Language.
This would be a generic change for all state
environmental laws to enable state laws to
be more stringent than the federal laws.
Many of our laws, thanks to industry lobby-

ing, have prohibitions against the state set-

ting stricter standards and regulations than

what the feds have done.,

Wildlife Initiatives

A number of wildlife-related bills are
expected to be introduced during this ses-
sion.

Wildlife Department. This bill would
change the name of the Departmentof Game
and Fish, broaden its authority to include
nongame wildlife, expand the number of
Game and Fish Commissioners from five to
seven, increase penalties for poachers, and
climinate Class A Game Parks {game
ranches.)

Game Ranching. Thereis some talk that
game ranching will rear its ugly head again
and attempts will be made to get a bill

passed. Many conservationists are strongly -

opposed to any game ranching because it
would aflow individuals to lock up public
wildlife on their lands for hunters, and result
in a decrease in the size of public wildlife
populations.

Water Bills

Instream Flow. There will be yet an-
other in a long line of attempts to pass legis-
lation allowing water to be left in streams

and rivers for wildlife. This is a top priority |

of the Wildlife Federation.

Rivers Inventory. This will be an at-
tempt to secure state and {ederal funding for
a study of New Mexico rivers.
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Recycling and Solid Waste Initiatives
Battery and tire recycling. Sen. Roman
Maes (D-Santa Fe) is promoting a bill that
would charge a $1 refundable deposit on
new lead-acid batteries sold for cars, etc. to
create a fund to provide education onbattery

1 recycling, and research and marketing for

usingrecycled batteries rather than dumping
them in landfills. This would greatly reduce
the lead and hazardous chemicals in dumps
from batteries. Maesis also promoting a bill
to pravide for the collection, recycling and

- reuse of vehicle tires.

Beverage container recycling and pack-
aging limits. Rep. Danice Peraux (D- Al-
buquerque}, Rep. Gary King (D-Moriarity)
and Sen. Stephen Stoddard (R-Los Alamos),
with active supportofthe New Mexico Public
Interest Research Group (NMPIRG) and
State Land Commissioner Jim Baca, are
pushing a bill to require a 5-cent deposit on
beverage containers, and another to tax or
restrict the entry into New Mexico of prod-
ucts with environmentally unsound packag-
ing.

Newsprint Recycling. This would man-
date the use of recycled newsprint in New
Mexico.

Solid Waste/Public Utility, This would
declare solid waste faclities a public utility
which would give the public greater control
over prices and access to financial informa-
tion so that waste companies could be de-
tered from monopolistic activities.

Transportation Issues

A number of transportation biils will be
watched carefully by environmentalists.

RapidRail. This would provide funding
for an assessment of environmental impacts
of a Rapid Rail from Albuquerque te Santa
Fe,and a study of financial optionstopay for
such a project. If done properly, this project
could substantially reduce air pollution and
congestion in both cities.

Unser Boulevard funding. This would
authorize money for widening Unser Boule-
vard in Altbuquerque. The Sierra Club is
opposed to the widening of Unser through
the Petroglyphs National Monument. [See
article on page 12 of this issue, ]

Transit Authority. This would set up a
transit authority to mitigate the impacts of
roads and look at alternatives.

: Hazardous Wastes

Orphan Waste. This would allow the

Department of Public Safety to respond to
chemlcal or toxic waste spills.

EIB radioactive waste transportation
safety authority, This is a WIPP-related at-
tempt to remove EIB’s authority to address
safety issucs related to radioactive waste
transportation and give it to the Highway
Department.

Administrative Measures

Department of the Environment. This
bill would separate the EID from HED and
elevate the new department to Cabinet fevel
to give higher staturc and powers toenviron-
mental issues. This was one of Governor
King’s major campaign promises.

Whistleblower protection. This would
provide protection for employees who re-
port violations of state, local or federal law.
It may be narrowed to simply include envi-
ronmental laws to reduce opposition from
all kinds of businesses. Many state employ-
ees have been harassed in trying to do their
job protecting the environment.

Citizens Suit. This would provide citi-
zens with the ability to go after polluters
when the state cannot or will not enforce
laws. CVA isextremely interested in getting
this bill out of the Legislature, and it will be
tough.

EID Budget. EID is asking for
$1,169,000 in expansion items such as haz-
ardous waste, septic studge and air quality.
Environmentalists will be watching this
process very closely to see that EID has
sufficient funds for inspections, monitoring
and enforcement, particularly since Gover-
nor King had made enforcementapriorityin
his campaign promise.

Miscellaneous Bills

New Mexico State University Environ-
mental Center. NMSU is trying to introduce
this bill to get $3 million to set up an Envi-
ronmental Center to “develop and house
practicalenvironmental information” and to
share that information with the public, sci-
entists, educators, etc around state. Bnviron-
mentalists are concerned that the biil as
proposed is not representative of diverse en-
vironmental interests around state.

Responsible Mining Act. This would set
upaprogram for thereclamation of lands af-
fected by exploration, mining or extraction
of minerals other than coal (which is regu-
lated by other laws). The Sierra Club and
New Mexico Conservation Voters Alliance

(NMCVA) will work to make this bill
stronger, with such things as strict disclo-
sure requirements for companies, more
public hearings, enforcement, etc.

NM Energy Research Institute. This
would provide the computer software forde-
veloping a strong database on New Mexico
energy resources. :

Organic commodities. The Organic
Farming billenacted last yearneeds $100,000
appropriation.

State Historic Preservation bill. At-
tempts may be made to amend the State
Historic Preservation Act to weaken protec-
tions for cultural and historic sites (this is
particularly worrisome with respect o the
Petroglyph National Park and protecting -
surrounding areas).

Conservation Education Bill. This bill
would promote conservation, natural re-
source and environmental literacy through-
out New Mexico, including programs in
publicschools, conservation education train-
ing for teachers, create a conservation edu-
cation task force and fund. An alliance has
been formed among several groups and citi-
zens o get this through,

Conservation Easement Bill. This will
seek authority and funding to enable conser-
vation groups to purchase private lands for
wildlife habitat and conservation.

Mesilla Valley Bosque. Conservation-
ists will seek funding to complete state ac-
quisition of bosque parkland along the Rio
Grande north of Las Cruces.

Sierra Club Priorities

The Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra
Club is focusing on a variety of issues listed
above, including: leaking underground stor-
age tanks, state environmental review, in-
stream flow, water guality, air quality, recy-
cling, creation of a separate Department of
the Environment, wildlife management
improvement, transportation alternatives,
responsible mining, rivers inventory, and
preservation of Rio Grande bosque in the
Mesilla Valley.

Most of these issues are priority con-
cems for a number of other groups as well,
Club members concerned about a particular
bill should contact me at the Sierra Club
office in Santa Fe tomake their voices heard.

[Ken Hughes is the lobbyist for the Rio
Grande Chapter Lynda Taylor isamember
of the Executive Committee of the New Mex-
ico Conservation Voters Alliance.]
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Congress Kills grazing fee increase

Fair—market bill traded away in committee

Lateinthe 101st Congress, Representa-
tive Synar from Oklahoma offered anamend-
ment to the Interior and Related Agencies
Appropriations Bill that would have raised
livestock grazing fees on westemn public
lands and national forests to fair market
value. The amendment passed the House,
251 to 155. The Senate ducked the issue
and-after a8 week of intense lobbying by the
livestock industry-the grazing fee increase
got traded away in Conference Committee
for another year’s moratorium on off—shore
oil and gas leasing. '

Currently, the federal grazing fee is
$1.81 per animal unit month (AUM.) An
AUM is the amount of forage consumed by
one cow for one month, approximately 900

-pounds of grass and forbs. The BLM re-
cently determined that the current market
value for rangelands in the western states is
$8.70/AUM, Becanse of the low federal fee,
the BLM and the Forest Service lose mil-
lions of dollars a year on their range pro-
grams, For example, the BLM’s range pro-
gram costs over $40 million per year. The
BLMestimates, however, thatit will receive
only $15 millionin grazing feesin 1991. The
$25 million loss comes out of the pockets of
the American taxpayer.

Raising the grazing fee would have an
insignificant impact on the national beef in-

- dustry. Only 8 percent of western ranchers
hold federal grazing permits, and the forage
consumed by cattle on public lands accounts
for less than 3 percent of the nation’s beef.
Furthermore, many of the 30,000 ranchers
who hold federal permits practice ranching
as a hobby or second income. A case in
point, ournew governor (endosed by the Rio

Grande Chapter during the election) runs

1200 head of cattle on the new El Malpais

by Jim Fish

National Conservation Area south of Grants,
most of them on the two wildemess areas,

' His direct subsidy from the American tax-

payeron these 1200 cows isalmost $100,000
each year.

What you can do
1. Let the Sierra Club know that you con-
sider this issue important.

Weare gearing upforanotherattcmptat
raising the federal grazing fee in the 102nd
Congress, Although Rose Strickland, Chair
of the Grazing Subcommitteeof Sierra Club’s
Public Lands Committee, was one of those
leading the charge for increased grazing

fees, the official position of the Sierra Club .

remains one of accepling meager progress
more than half a century afier Congress
passed the Taylor Grazing Actinresponseto
massive destruction of public lands by live-
stock. Many within the Sierra Club would
tike to elevate the priority of the grazing
issue. You can help by raising the issue with
your group, chapter and national Sierra Club
leaders.

2. Let your Representative and Senators
know that you consider this issue important.

Allthree of New Mexico’sRepresenta-
tives voted against the Synar amendment,
Representative Coleman of Texas, where
there is no public land ranching, voted for it
There are more members of the Rio Grande
Chapter than there are ranchers with federal
permits in New Mexico. Why-should they
push usaround? Texas members should call
and write Rep. Coleman to lethim know that
you appreciate his vote on the Synar Amend-
ment and encourage him to vote for proper
management of our public lands in the fu-
ture. New Mexico members should request

thors of Sacred Cows at the Public Trough,

a written statement from their Representa
tives on the reasons for their negative vots:
Statement of positions should alse be re
quested from theNew Mexicoand the Texas
Senators. Let’s start educating them now!

3. Get involved in tracking a grazing allo
meni.
Public Lands Action Network (PLAN)
is developing an *“Adopt an Allotment” pro- |
gram, To get on PLAN’s mailing list, co
tact us at P.O. Box 5631, Santa Fe, NM
87502--5631. People with a background or |
interest in rangeland monitoring studies are |
especially needed. The BLM has agreed to :
provide training, Contact Jim Fish at P.O, :
Box 712, Placitas; NM 87043 tosign up. The !
training will involve both office sessions in ¢
the evenings and ficld work on the week-
ends. We hope fo start early in February,
PLAN will be developing a video based on
the training if we can round up ¢nough
funds. :

4. Boycott public land beef

Reducing the consumption of beef by
three percent nationally would eliminate the
need for cattle grazing on public lands. We
would be healthier; we would have to pay .
less taxes; and our public lands would once
again be viable habitat for wildlife. A na-
tional public land beef boycott is being or-
ganized by Nancy and Denzel Ferguson, au-

and the Oregon Natural Desert Association.
For more information, contact ONDA, P.O.
Box 1003, Bend, Oregon 97709,

{Jim Fish is the founder of the Public
Lands Action Network.]

8

THE SIERRAN

THE SIERRAN FEBRUARY/MARCH 1991 9

FEBRUARY/MARCH 1991




Santa Fe National Forest

Elk Mountain Timber Sale
Opposition to the Elk Mountain Timber
Sale continues to mount on several fronts.
The Forest Service has received approxi-
mately 1000 letters opposing the sale. The
New Mexico Game and Fish Department
has withdrawn its support for the sale based
on its decision to deecmphasize elk habitat in
the sale area. Another state agency, the En-
vironmental Improvement Division, has
informed the Forest Service of its concerns
about the impactoflogging on water quality.

Bonito Timber Sale

The Forest Service is conducting addi-
tional Mexican spotted ow! studies before
allowing the Bonito Timber Sale to go for-
ward. The sale area also includes excellent
habitat for the Jemez Mountain salamander,
aproposed federal endangered species. Some
cutting units have already been dropped
from the criginal proposal. ‘

Calaveras Timber Sale

The Forest Supervisor is expected to
approve plans for the Calaveras Timber Sale
shortly. The sale area is one of the last uncut
areas in the Jemez, and contains the highest
known concentrations of Mexican spotted
owls in the northern part of their range. The
area probably contains goshawk territories
as well.

Gila National Forest

Spring Timber Sale

Forest Guardians and the Gila Monsters
have successfully appealed this sale in the
Quemado Ranger District. Logging would
climinate an important wildlife corridor and
threaten many late Pueblo archaeological
sites, Of particular concern are the potential
impacts on black bears and goshawks The
Regional Forester has instructed the Forest
Supervisor toreconsider issuesraised by the
appellants,

Eagle Peak Timber Sale

In another victory for conservationists,
the Regional Forester upheld the Forest
Service’s decision to scale back timber cut-
ting and road building in the Eagle Peak
Timber Sale. The decision had been ap-
pealed by the timber industry and Catron

 NATIONAL FORESTS REPORT

County. There were many intervenors on
behalf of the Forest Service in this appeal,
including the El Paso Group of the Sierra
Club, National Audubon Society, the Wil-
derness Society, Forest Guardians, and the
Native Plant Society. This sale sets a prece-
dent in that forest officials defended their
decision by arguing that the Allowable Sale
Quantity (ASQ) for the forest constitutes an
upper limit for logging rather than a goal, in
contrast to the more prevalent Forest Service
interpretation found elsewhere.,

Ward Timber Sale

The EIS for the Ward Timber Sale,
whichrecommendsa*“noaction” alternative
(i.e., no Iogging), has not yet been approved
by the Forest Supervisor,

Lincoln National Forest

Bird Timber Sale

Two appeals have been filed on this
sale; one by Forest Guardians and the Me-
silla Valley Audubon Chapter, the other by
Marianne Thaeler, a member of the South-
ern New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club.
The sale area includes closed canopy/multi-
storied forest, steep slopes, and encompasses
11 known Mexican spotted owl territories.
The appeals are based on the questionable
economics of building a lengthy and expen-
sive road system to serve the sale, the im-
pacts of steep slope logging, the impacts on
wildlife, and unfounded Forest Service as-
sumptions regarding flammulated ow] habi-
tat. Both the El Paso and Southern New
Mexico Groups have intervened in the ap-

peals.

Scott Able!Poison Timber Sales
At press time, the co-plaintiffs in a suit
against the Forest Service to stop the Scott

Able/Poison sale—Forest Guardiansand the -

Audubon Society (Mesilla Valley and Trans-
Pecos Chapters)—were set to request a pre-
liminary injunction to halt logging. This
saleincludesareas which contain old growth
forest and excellent habitat for the Sacra-
mento Mountains salamander—a Forest Serv-
ice sensitive speciesanda New Mexico state
listed endangered species. According to
Sam Hitt of Forest Guardians, no more than
three percent of the Lincoln’s original old
growth remains.

Carson National Forest

Felipito Timber Sale
The Forest Supervisor has temporaril
withdrawn approval for the Felipito Timbe

Sale due to concerns expressed by the NM

Game and Fish Department and Fores

Guardians about comulative environmental

impacts. According to Sam Hitt of Fores
Guardians, the Forest Service droppe
Escondido Canyon from the proposed sal
to assuage DGF concerns, but doubled pro

posed cutting levels elsewhere. The sale

area contains relatively intact old growth
butis unfortunately located in the Vallecito
Federal Sustained Yield Unit. The Valleci

tos was created by Congressinthe 1930°sto
promote local economic development by
providing long-term timber contracts, such
as in the Tongass National Forest in Alaska.
Hittsaysthe Vallecitoscontractshave proved
a bonanza to one timber company, but have
provided only a handful of low-paying local

jobs. Forest Guardians is urging thatan EIS
be done for the sale.

[Thanks to Sam Hitt of Forest Guardians for

most of the information on this page.]

Forest Activists Needed

There are seven national fores!s and one national
grassland located within the boundaries of the Rio

are urged 1o get on the mailing lists for these areas
andkeep abreast ofimporiant developments. Please
forward Information to the Sierranfor publication in
this column.

»Apacha National Forest (614,000 acres in NM)
{NM portion administered by Gila National

Forasl)

Carson Natlonal Forast (1,391,000 acres)
P.0. Box 558, Taos, NM 87571

+Cibola National Forest (1,635,000 acros)
10308 Candelarla, NE, Albuquerque, NM

87112

+Coronado National Forest (68,000 acres}
300 W. Congress, Tucson, AZ 85701

+Gila National Forest (2,705,000 acres)

Grande Chapter. These areasarelistedbelow,with | |
acreage in New Mexico and addresses. Readers

According to a recent Forest Service
study, there are 102 known goshawk nest

| sites in the Southwestern Region, and per-
% haps 100 more than have not been found.,

The Regional Forester has convened a gos-
hawk task force to evaluate current regional
Forest Service guidelines for protecting
goshawks, but only one representative from
the environmental community was
selected—-David Henderson (National
Audubon Society.)

According to Sam Hitt, current Forest
Service policy is woefully inadequate to
protect goshawks. Existing guidelines pro-
vide up to 20 acres for each nest, but some
studies suggest that as many as 5000 acres
per nest are needed to maintain a long-term
viable goshawk population. :

The Forest Service's own research
shows a precipitous decline of goshawks on
the north Kaibab Plateau in Arizona. There
is evidence to suggest that a similar decline
is underway in the Jemez Mountains in New
Mexico. The goshawk may be on the verge
of extinction in the southwest. Hitt recom-
mends that any timber sale proposed within
goshawk terrritory be challenged due to the
precarious status of the species.

HELP YOUR CHILDRE

| INHERIT A SAFER WORLD

Their air and water are being poisoned, their forests
desiroyed, their climate aitered. But lhere s hope.

The Sierra Club GREEN GUIDE provides leads 10 over
470 free ¢ inexpensive educational aids covering 67
erwironmental topics. From air pafiution fo wildlife, the
GREEN GUIDE directs you to resources that can help your

children bacome responsitle caretakers.
Green | Qply §6 for mefmbers (38 non-members).
Giilde

. ——wee-—— ORDER FORM ——————
FEREZSIE il in the quantily of GREEN GUIDES and the
w4 e 1 0%l o0 this order form. Mail it wilh your

e} ChECK 0r mongy grder to: Sterra Club
Dept. SA, P.0. Box 7959, San Franciaco, GA 94124,

NAME
ADDRESS

Postage & Handling Fees: To each stipping address in U5,
Ganada & Mexico ©

[Editor’ s Note: the following is an excerpt of a letter recently mailed by
Friends of the Gila River. It merits wider distribution.]

]@nd; of +he 97163 Kiver

P.O.Box 21, Gila, New Mexico 88038
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50.0- 1000 $1.75 $20.01-50.00 .. 5450
2610 N. Silver Street, Silver City, NM 88061 $10.01-2000 . S300  Ovor$50.00. . . . 5650
+Lincoln National Forest{1,103,000 acras) Item # | Oty price Titte Tolal
Federal Building, Alamogorde, NM 88310 #220 56 Mamber GREEN GUIDE|
*Santa Fe National Forest(1,569,000 acres) forsep |58 Nommenuer), Postage & m"?;ﬁ :
P.0. Box 1669, Santa Fe, NM 67504 é&a Siarva Giub, 730 Potk Straet
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Legislators .
threaten Historic Sites

Preservation Act
by Ike Eastvold

Several of Albuquerque’s West Side
Iegaslators have promised torepeal or other-
wise weaken the New Mexico Prehistoric
and Historic Sites Preservation Act (NM-
PHSPA), one of the State’s best pieces of
environmental legislation. Without your
Ietters and phone calls, they may succeed.

The NM-PHSPA is our local parallel
legislation to the tough Federal 4(f)
process,and picks up where Federal law
leaves off forlocal and state funded projects.
Public funds may not be used for a project
whigh will involve a significant historic or
prehistoric site unless there is no feasible
and prudent alternative to such use, and all
poss:ble planning has been exhausted to
minimize harm to thesite. Since many other
environmental values, including riparian
habitat, are frequently found in combination
withcultural resource sites, the NM-PHSPA
indirectly protects much more that just cul-
tural values. We should fight hard to retain
use of this strong law. .

Please make a commitment to write
andfor call your State representative,
senator,and Governor Bruce King in support
of keepmg NM-PHSPA intact. The mailing
address forall three is, “State Capitol, Santa
Fe, NM87503,” and the legislature’s switch-
board is 984-9300. If you are unsure of your
legislator’s names, call your County Voter
Registrar (Bernallilo: 768-4085; Sandoval;
867-2209; Santa Fe: 984-5089). In your
own words, convey your strong support for
retaining the NM Prehistoric and Historic
Sites Preservation Actintactwithnochanges,
mentioning:

*The Act helps protect the very cultural
sites which attract tourists here, and is of
great importance to our economy. Tourism
in our state accounts for nearly 50,000 jobs
and $2 billion yearly in revenues. -

*The Act helps preserve our tri-cultural
heritage which is a tremendous educational
resource for our secondary school and col-
lege students.

*The Act has been used to allow Unser
Boulevard to be built through Petroglyph
National Monument as the State’s first 4-
lane parkway, proving it is a law that can
balance developmentand preservation needs.

Call me at 255-7679 for more informa-
tion on when we will be going to Santa Fe to
lobby on this and other pieces of legislation.
We will arrange carpools with you!

Conservationists challenge
plans for Unser Blvd.

by Ike Eastvold

The Sierra Club, National Trust for
Historic Preservation, and Friends of the
Albuquerque Pctmglyphs have filed a
formal appeal to the City Council on the
design of Unser Boulevard. The three
groups have also secured legal represen-
tation and a nationally-recognized ex-
perton transportation planning to testify
asanexpert witness. Litigationisnotont
of the question, but the appellants are
trying to negotiate with the Mayor and
Council for changes to soften the impact
of Unser on Petroglyph National Monu-
ment and West Side neighborhoods,
thereby avoiding years of legal battles.
Yourlettersand phone calls are essential
if we are to have any leverage in these
negotiations.

'The real problem is that the Public
Works Department and their develop-
ment allies never have accepted the 4-
lane parkway design for Unser man-
dated by the City Council after many

late-night, stormy Council hearings on
the issue, Instead, they have come up
with a major arterial design easily ex-
pandable to six lanes, including an in-
flexible 30-foot median minimum, and
two 12-foot wide shoulders paved tothe
same thickness as the four travel lanes!
If this 102-foot swath reminds you of a
highway you’ve driven, it’s probably
the Interstate!

Let’s hit the City Council and
Mayor’s offices with an avalanche of
letters and ring the phones off their
hooks!! Write to Councilor Pauline
Gubbels, Land Use Committee Chair-
man, and copy Council President Mi-
chael Brasher at: City of Albuquerque,
POBox 1293, Albuquerque, NM 87103,
Ifyoulivein Albuguerque, by allmeans
send a copy to your own Councilor as
well. Then leave phone messages at
768-3100. Mayor Louis Saavedra’s

continued on next page
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Unser Blvd.

(continued)

address is the same, and his phone is 768-
3000. In your own words, strongly urge
rejection of the Public Works Department’s
design for Unser because:

«Their design does not comply with the
parkway compromise embodied in City
Council BiliR-455,and therefore isabrazen
betrayal of that good faith commitment.

«A parkway is the most flexible and
naturalistic of all highway designs, allowing
amaximum fit withthe environmentit passes
through. Public Works’ design is so rigid
that, for example, escarpment rocks at Rin-
conada Canyon are buried on the right-of-
way edge when frecing up 20-30 precious
feet from the huge median and shoulders
could easily avoid these egregious impacts.

We really need to fill City Hall’s 9th
floor Council Committee room with sup-
porters of our appeal, Pleasc comeat 5 p.m.
on February 13th. We neced YOU!
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by Ike Eastvold

Albuquerque’s West Side State legisla-
tors are pushing this session for $32 million
in debenture bonds to finish construction of
a massive highway complex through the
newly-created Petroglyph National Monu-
ment, There are no guarantees that the
Monument values will even be considered,
much less protected, although such guaran-
tees could be written into the bill. And it
appearsthat Governor Bruce King may have
given Senator Martin Chavez his initial
support for this legislation. Governor King
really needs to hear from you if he is to wake
up and smell the coffee on this one.

The Unser Boulevard/Paseo del Norte
project will cause the National Monument to
be twice pierced by major arterials, and also
will form the sensitive boundaries of three of
the four major visitor destinations, Imagine
trying to experience ancient Indian art with
traffic roaring by and reverberating off the
rocky coves and canyons of the Monument!
Atsome points, these roads would be only a
matter of feet from major petroglyph con-
centrations,

Please make a commitment to write
and/or call your state representative, sena-
tor, and Governor Bruce King opposing
Senate Bill 81 unless iron-clad guarantees
are added to the bill. (See preceding article
for addresses and phone numbers). In your
own words, strongly urge the following:

*Unambiguous language in the legisla-
tion guaranteeing that Unser and Paseo del

Bond bill threatens Petroglyph
National Monument

Norte remain 4-lane roads with strict park-
way standards to mitigate impacts to Petro-
glyph National Monument. No trucks over
5 tons should be allowed.

+Pasco del Norte would cause severe
impacts to the Piedras Marcadas Alcoveand
Sand Escarpment part of the Monument. All
the tests of the NM Prehistoric and Historic
Sites Preservation Actshould be writteninto
the legislation to assure that all prudent and
feasible alternatives, including transit, are
vigorously examined; and that the projected
need for Paseo del Norte be subject to ex-
haustive analysis and public scrutiny. :

Call me at 255-7679 for more informa-
tion, and to learn how you can join us in
carpooling to lobby the legislature together
on these important issues.
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El Paso ‘Group

Eagle Peak/Buzzard Timber Sale. The Group
intervened on the side of the Forest Service
concerning the revised Eagle Peak/Buzzard
Timber Sale in the Gila National Forest. We
were informed as thisissue goes to press that
the Forest Service position has been upheld.
[Editor’ s note: see update in this issue’ s Na-
tional Forest Report.]

Bird Timber Sale. The Group has also inter-
vened against the Forest Service concerning
the Bird timber sale in the Lincoln National
Forest.

Meadow CreekiRedstone Timber Sale. The

Group’s public lands committee has desig-
nated the Meadow Creek/Redstone timber
sale in the Gila National Forest as a major
priority. This is an area used heavily for
recreation and should not be logged.

Group Office/Recycling Center. The Group’s
officeat 800 S. Piedras is now open and func-
tioning as a drop off recycling center.

ElPaso CityIssues. The Group has also been
involved in the initiation of a curbside recy-
cling pickup program to be started by the
City on a test basis and the passage of a fire
place burning ordinance.

Wine and Cheese Party. The annual wine
andcheese party wasahuge success this year
being attended by 175 members and guests.
Fellowship and outing slides were enjoyed
by all,

Southern New Mexico Group

New Officers Chosen, Inrecent Group elec-
tions, Eva Artschwager, Kevin Bixby, Ann
McBeth, Paul Nachman, Perry Plummer,
Storm Sermay, and Ben Zerbey were elected
to the Group Executive Committee, Pat

Penfield resigned as Group Chair, and Ben

Zerbey was elected to take her place.

Conservation Commitiee reyitalized. After
a period of dormancy, the Group’s Conser-
vation Committee hasre-organized and plans
to meet every month on the Monday before
the Group Executive Committee meets. An
initial meeting was held in January, The
Conservation Commitiee hopes to provide a
forum for discissing issues and strategies at
greaterlength than afforded at ExCom meeet-
ings. .

Group intervenes in Bird Timber Sale. The
grouphasintervened on behalf of Marianne
Thaeler’s appeal of the Bird Sale in the Lin-
coln,

Meeting heldwith state representatives. The
Group's ExCom met with most of Dona
Ana County’s state legislatorsin early Janu-
ary to get acquainted and discuss issues of
concern. The legislators responded posi-
tively to a slide show on BLM wilderness.
State Senator Ruben Smith suggested that
the Group take the legislators on a hiking
tour of some of the proposed wilderness
areas.

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Show. The
Group sponsored a Las Cruces presentation
of “The Last Great Wilderness”, a slide
show and lecture on the Arctic National
wildlife Refuge (ANWR). The show was
given by Lenny Kohm, a photographer/ac-
tivist from Seattle, More than 120 people
attended. Kohm emphasized the impor-
tance of enlisting the help of Senators
Domenici and Bingaman, who both sit on
committees of key importance for protect-
ing ANWR. '

Southwest Environmental Center Fun-
draiser. In an effort to help get the South-
west Environmental Center off the ground,

the Group sent a postcard invitation to most

of its members, signed by Chair Ben Zer-
bey, inviting them to a fundraiser for the
Center on February 11 at the Fountain
Theater in Old Mesilla, '

Albuquerque Group

No report received.

Santa Fe Group

No report received.

NMSU Student Group

The student Sierra Club of NMSU is off to
a great start. Formed in October, we have
been introduced to someof the Sierra Club’s
endeavors. Wehave organized some of our
own outings and have seen video presenta-
tions on some issues that concern all of us.
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Chapter hires lobbyist

TheChapterrecently hired Ken Hughes
to lobby on its behalf during the current
session of the New Mexicolegislature. Prior
1o coming to New Mexico, Hughes was a
Sierra Club lobbyist for two years in Wash-
ington, D.C., where he specialized in popu-
lation and growth management issues.
Before that, he served as an aide to several
legislators on Capitol Hill, and headed his
own group to promote bicycling as a legiti-
mate form of transportation in third world
development projects.

“New Mexico'senvironment was akey
reason for my wife and I moving here, and I’
want to do all I can to protect and improve

it,” Hughes said,

Activists Needed

The Chapter is looking for members in
the Roswell and Carlsbad areas to act as
lizisons and watchdogs for the BLM, Forest
Service, and National Park Service.

The Chapter also néeds a new Wildlife
Issues Chair. For more information, contact
George Grossman at 982-1024,

Group Reports

{continued)

Some of the outings included: a trip to the
Gila CLff Dwellings complete with tour, a
short hike, and some snow; a hike near the
Robledos-Las Uvas WSA where we were
fascinated by all the fossils and the geology
of the area; and a picnic and hike at White
Sands National Monument, complete with
some volleyball and an ensemble of music
using rudimentary instrumenis of various
types. An encore presentation was held at
the January meeting of the Southern New
Mexico Group Ex-Com meeting.

Some of the presentations included a
video on overgrazing, a video on ANWR, a
video on Denali National Park, and a slide
presentation by Storm Sermay on some of
the WSA’s included in Wildlands.

This spring semester we are planning
trips to New Cave, the Cooke’s Range, and
other nearby areas. Hopefully through this
Club adeeper “love,respect,and admiration
for the Iand” (A. Leopold) can be attained.
If you have any suggestions or would like to
help, please call me, Andrew, at 646-3756.
Thank you. ;

‘New chapter
officers selected

Inrecentchapterelections, incumbents
Tom Brasfield {El Paso}, Norma McCailan
(SantaFe), and Gwen Wardwell (SantaFe)
were reelected to the Chapter Executive
Committee. A total of 176 votes were cast
chapterwide for five candidates.

At its January meeting, the new Ex-
ecutive Commitice appointed Ted Mertig
{ElPaso) to fill one of two vacanciesleft by
the resignations of Steve Flint and Storm
Sermay from its ranks. Gwen Wardwell
was ¢lected to replace Steve Flint as Chap-
ter Chair, Wes Leonard was selected as
vice-chair, and Jana Oyler was reelecied
secretary and treasurer. Oyler was alsore-
appointed as delegate to the National Sierra
Club Council, Flint wascommended highly
by the Committee for his leadership during

the past year,

The Executive Committee named
George Grossman, David Bouquin, and
Gwen Wardwell as delegates to the South-
western Regional Conservation Commit-
tee. George Grossman was renamed as
Public Lands Conservation Chair, and Tom
Brasfield wasrenamed Chapter Conserva-
tion Chair for Environmental Quality.
Gwen Wardwell was reappointed Mem-
bership Chair, Norma McCallan was re-
named Outings Chair, and Jay Sorensen
wasreselected as SCCOPE Chair. George
Grossman was appointed to head up the
new Chapter Legislative Committee,

New Chapier Issue Chairsare listedin
the directory on page two.

State Incentive and Strategic Grants Awarded

Some $200,000 was made available in
the Club’s FY91 budget for the work of
state/provincial entities in influencing gov-
ernment policy decisions at this level of
government. Checks were sent out in late
November and early December,

Nearly every state and province applied
for and was awarded an Incentive Grant,
which is based on the number of Club
memberships in the state or province. To
qualify for Incentive Grants, the applicant
entity merely had todemonstrate anon-going
commitment to political work at the state or
provincial level.

Thirty seven proposals were received
for Strategic Grants, with requests totalling
nearly $500,000. The Conservation Coordi-
nating Committee focused on those with
precedent-setting impacts for other states
and provinces.

In a series of difficult decisions be-
tween fine projects, the Conservation Coor-
dinating Committee approved funding for
13 of the proposals. Said Freeman Allen,
Sierra Club Vice President and CCC Chair,
“We hope thatin future years we will beable
to make more and larger strategic grants.”

The Strategic Grant proposals funded
were the following:

+Funds for intern-lobbyists in Alabama.
*Fees for expert witnesses to challenge
timber harvest plans in Alberta.

«A project in Arizona for a part-time toxics
coordinator to prepare for legislation and
an initiative.

sFunds for a lobbyist and a brochure to
enucta Georgia Environmental Policy Act.
+Money for a lobbyist in Kansas, with a
focus on energy and biodiversity.

+A three—state project to protect the North-
woods involving separate components in
Michigan, Minnesota, and Wiscongin. The
focus is on protecting biological diversity
in these forests.

«The Nebraska Chapter’s proposal to draft
legislation, build networks, and add lobby-
ing time for legislation on the use of agri-
cultural chemicals.

*Programs to influence government deci~
sions about the James Bay hydroelectric
projects in Quebec.

+Funds for an innovative program in South
Carolina that involves monitoring and
quickly reporting votes that occur in the
state legislature.

+A clean air project in Texas.

*Work on protecting rivers in W, Virginia.
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Fundraising Workshop

On Saturday and Sunday, February
23 and 24, the National Sierra Club will
present a fundraising workshop for the
Rio Grande Chapter Executive Commit-
tee and any interested club members.
Thisnational fund raising team hasputon
workshops for chapters and groups all
over the country, and has a great deal of

expertise in helping nonprofit environ-

mental groups raise money. Any Sierra
member is welcome to attend.

The workshop will be held at the
UNM Law School in Albuquerque from
9 10 6 on Saturday, and 8:30 to 12:30 on
Sunday. The Albuquerque group has
volunteered to find sleeping spots for all
out-of-town attendees. Piease call your
group contact person for more informa-
tion and carpooling, or call Erin Boquin

-in Albuquerque at 265-7853 toreserve a

bed and a spot at the seminar.
Contact persons:
Santa Fe Group: Norma McCallan
471-000%
Albuquerque Grounp: Erin Boquin
265-7853

Southern New MexicoGroup: Storm

Sermay 521-3348
El Paso Group: Tom Brasfield 533-
2662

Caught between Iraq

and a hard place?

Try solar on for size. Classes (one
day) are available throngh UNM Divi-
sion of Continuing Education taught by
our own Sierra Club activist Stephan
Verchinski.

April 13, 9 am-5 pm: Passive Selar
and Energy Efficiency ,

April 20, 8 am-6 pm: The Independ-
ent Powered Solar Electric Home

May 11, 8 am-6 pm: Solar Box
Cooker Construction

For more information, call 277-
CLASS or 888-1370.

Sixth Annual Educators’

Environmental Workshop

Imagine: fresh air, spectacular scen-
ery,intellectual stimulation, and fun with
family and friends. An appealing combi-
nation that you can experience this sum-
mer at the Sierra Club’s 6th Annual
Educators’ Environmental Workshop in
the heart of the Sierra.

From July 7 through July 14,1991,
educators, youth leaders, and SierraClub
Environmental Education Chairpersons
will convene at Sierra Club’s Clair Tap-
paan Lodge in Norden, California for a
week-long series of workshops examin-
ing the roles and techniques of environ-
mental education. Entire families are
encouraged to come as there will be
activities for everyone. Youth will have
their own environmental “Young
People’s Program.”

Joan Rosner, the conference organ-
izer, says that “the Sierra Club Environ-
mental Workshops are noteworthy for
their informality. Leaming, recreation,
and community living blend together,
and teaching is hands-on.,” A strong
commitment to the concepts of aware-
ness, knowledge, appreciation, values
modification,and action hasunderscored
the spirit of the workshops for the past
six years. The workshops are lead by a
staff of seven experienced environmental
educators and activists.

Daytimeactivities willinclude: field
exploration of local ecology, environ-
mental activism workshops, technique
sessions, and trips to Donner Pass,
Truchee, and Washoe Indian Site, among
others. In the evening participants with
havean opportunity todiscuss globalen-
vironmental problems in coordination
with environmental education.

Including lodging, the week-long
program costs $260 for adults, $195 for
teens (13-17), and $160 for children
(7-12). Teaching credit is available, To
reserve a space, a $50 deposit fee for
each adult and $10 for each young per-
son (7-17) may be sent to: Sierra Club
Environmental Workshop, c/o Execu-
tive Office, Sierra Club, 730 Polk Street,
San Francisco, CA 94109, Please make
checks payable to Sierra Club Environ-
mental Workshop. A $10 late fee will be
charged after May 1. For more informa-
tion call Workshop Director Michel
Perrault at 415-283-6683, :

B1L.M to meet with

environmentalists

The Bureau of Land Management
will hold its annual meeting with envi-
ronmentalists at two locations in New
Mexico. The first will be held in Santa
Fe on February 5, 7 p.m., at the Hilton
Hotel. The other will be in Las Cruces,
February 12, 7 p.m., at the Hilton Hotel.
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State/Provincial Government Program Director Hired

On December 1, Paula Carrell, formerly alobbyist for Sierra Club Califor-
nia, took on the responsibilities of the newly created position of State/Provincial
Government Program Director, In her new role, Paula will be the principal liaison
between the staff and volunteers working to influence state governments in the
US A and provincial governments in Canada. One of her responsibilities will be
toadminister the new grants program for state and provincial lobbying programs.

In her 15 years with the Club, including eight years in the Sacramento
legislative office, Paula has made tremendous contributions, Not only has she
been on the front lines in preventing California’s Governor Deukmejian from
overly damaging the state’s environmental programs, she has succeeded in
getting some important programs past his desk. Among her successes have been
amajor re—write of the state Off Highway Vehicle program and, justrecently, the
first major improvements to California mining law in decades. Before her work
in Sacramento, Paula worked for the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund and for the
San Francisco Bay Chapter.

If you have questions about the Club’s state provincial government pro-
gram, you can reach Paula in the national office at (415) 923-5668.

Turn concern into action
The Sierra ClubPublic Affairs Department has justreleased the new edition
of the Sierra Club Sourcebook. This 46-page booklet is filled with listings of
over 190 conservation fact sheets, policies, books, audiovisual materials, and
posters available from the national office. It is printed with soybean ink on un-
bleached recycled newsprint made from 100 percent post-consumer wasle.
The first edition, published on Earth Day 1990, was requested by over
90,000 grassroots activists, educators, parents, and others wishing to learn more
about environmental issues. As with the first edition, the new Sourcebook is

¢ available for free by contacting the Public Affairs Department, Sierra Club, 730
 Polk Street, San Francisco, CA 94109.
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U.S. Left Out in the Cold |1971: What'

on Global Warming

U.S. delegates block treaty to reduce CO, emissions

from the Sierra Club’s National News Report

At the Second World Climate Con-
ference in GenevainNovember, the United
States refused to follow the lead of the rest
of the industrialized nations in taking ac-
tion to curb global warming.

The United States, supported by the
Soviet Union and Saudi Arabia, effec-
tively blocked an international accord for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The
restof the 135 participating nations had to
settle for issuing a watered down joint
statement that proposes only to stabilize
emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) and
other global warming gases, and does not
set any target reductions or deadlines.

“The United States helped make this
conference a failure,” stated Dan Becker,
Sierra Ciub Global Warming Director,
who attended the conference. “The more
than 700 scientists at this meeting sent out
a clarion call for action now, and the

United States was the only industrialized

country that refused.”

Eighteen Western Buropean coun-
tries, along with Japan, Canada, Australia,
and New Zealand, have pledged toreduce
or stabilize their greenhouse emissions by
the year 2000. The United States, the
biggest greenhouse gas polluter with 22
percentof the world’s CO2 emissions, re-
fused to make a firm commitment 1o re-
ductions, instead calling only for further
study of the problem.

“This leaves the United States iso-
lated among the big economic powers as
far as a policy on global warming is con-
cermed,” said Rafe Pomerance, of the
World Resources Institute. Great Britain,
which had until recently supported the
U.S. position, sided with the rest of Eu-
rope in encouraging CO reductions.

A primary concern among scientists
and environmentalists is that the United

States’ refusal to adopt a strategy on global
warming wiil discourage developing na-
tions from participating in an international
treaty on global warming scheduled to be
signed in Brazil in June of 1992.

“This is definitely a setback for the
negotiations,” said Alden Meyer, of the
Union of Concerned Scientists, “It’s clear
that the Bush administration has no inten-

The United States, the
biggest greenhouse gas pol-
luter with 22 percent of the
world’s CO, emissions, re-
Jusedto make afirm commit-
ment to reductions, instead
calling only for further study
of the problem.

tion of budging on this.”

Head of the U.N. Environment Pro-
gram, Mostafa K. Tolba, warned that the
threat of global warming is “potentially
mere catastrophic than any other threat in
human history.”

Atthe conference,a groupof over 700
scientists from 130 countries called on the
world’s governments (o take immediate
action. They repeated the Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change’s warning
thatunless steps are taken, global tempera-
tures could rise five degrees Celsius by the
end of the next century, raising sea levels
and disrupting agricultural production
worldwide,

Public Lands
Arctic

The first six months of the 102nd Con-
gress will be critical ones in the fight to
protectthe Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
President Bush, Sen. Johnston, Rep. Walter
Jones, and the oil companies are all expected
tocome out sirong for drilling in the Refuge.
The celebration of the 10-year anniversary
of the Alaska Lands Act, to be held in
Washington, D.C., Feb. 2-5, will kick off
the Club’s campaign to save the Arctic
Refuge.

Wilderness

The major goals of the wilderness
campaign in 1991 will be: protection for
areas in Idaho, Montana, North Carolina,
Niobrarariver, South Dakota, New Mexico,
and the Condor Range and Rivers; to mount
administrative lobbying campaigns on the
BLM wilderness recommendations for the
West; and to gather cosponsorships for the
California desert and Utah wilderness bills.

Ancient Forests

The major priority on ancient forests is
to enact legislation that will permanently
protect ecologically important stands of old
growth forest. The Club will also work to
protect the Endangered Species Act and
other environmental statutes. Rep. Jontz is
expected toreintroduce his forest protection
bill and someone in the Senate will likely
introduce a similar bill,

1872 Mining Law

Action is expected from Sen. Bumpers
and Rep. Rahall, the two subcommitiee
chairmen with jurisdiction over mining. The

ment of this antiquated law that declares
mining to be the “highest and best use” of
over 400 million acres of public lands in the
West,

Global Warming and Energy

. The passage of Sen. Bryan’s Motor
 Vehicle Fuel Efficiency Act will be the
focus for global warming and energy efforts
'in 1991, In the Senate, only three more votes
e needed to add to the 57 cloture votes on
(the Bryan bill from the 101st Congress.
\otrong resistance is expected to continue
from the auto industry and the Bush admini-
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Sierra Club is pushing for a total replace--

s Ahead for the Sierr

from the Sierra Club’ s National New Report

stration.

The Sierra Club supports two amend-
ments to the Bryan bill: raising the Corpo-
rate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) stan-
dard to45 mpg by the year 2000, and corract-
ing the inaccuracies of the CAFE testing
procedure, The current test exaggerates a
car’s fuel efficiency by 15%. The “wruth in
testing”’ amendment would correct the test’s
flaws and provide accurate information to
CONSumers.

In the House, Rep. Boxeris expected to
reintroduce her auto fuel efficiency bill that
includes both a45 mpg standard and truth in
testing. Legislation that deals with fuel ef-
ficiency facesaroughroadin the Energy and
Commerce Commitiee, whose chairman,
Rep. Dingell, is a strong advocate for the
auto industry.

President Bush’s National Energy Strat-
egy will likely be the most disappointing and
the most contentions energy proposal of
early 1991, Sources indicate that all but the
most modest energy efficiency proposals
have beendropped from consideration. What
remains seems tailored to the auto, oil, and
nuclear industries. The administration sup-
portsproposals which would open the Arctic
Refuge to development, open the Outer
Continental Shelf for oil drilling, does not
raisc CAFE standards, and streamlines the
licensing process for nuclear power plants.

International
Tropical Forests

‘The overall objective is to curtail log-
ging and other industrial activities in the
world’s remaining primary tropical forests.
The first step in that effort is to enact legis-
1ation thatrequires that all imported tropical
woods bear a label identifying the country
where the wood was originally logged. This
would allow U.S. consumers to make an in-
formed choice when purchasing tropical

‘hardwoods. Cpposilion to this bill could

come from some furniture outlets, trade
unions, and foreign embassies.

A complete reform of the World Bank’s
tropical forest management policies is cru-
cial 10 saving the rain forests, A European
Iobbying coalition on rain forests is being
planned. The rain forests will be a critical
issue at the next G-7 summit in July, 1991,
and the U N. conference in Brazil in 1992,
The Sierra Club is currently evaluating the

a Club

U.S. policy positions on rain forests.

Population

The primary goal is to raise interna-
tional population assistance funding to $570
million, Both Senate and House Budget and
Appropriations committees will need to
include funding for the full amount.

Hopes are that the Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Relations Committees will pass a
bill increasing authorization to $570 mil-
lion, with automatic $70 million per yearin-
creases to the year 2000,

Pollution
Toxics

The Sierra Club’s 1991-92 toxics
campaign will be a “War on Waste” with
emphasis on preventing the creation of haz-
ardous and solid waste,

The Sierra Club will attempt to per-
suade Congress to pass legislation to amend
RCRA to prevent and/or significantly re-
duce the production of hazardous and solid
wastes. There will be heavy emphasis on
recycling, waste minimization, and pollu-
tion prevention, as well as safe disposal
policies for the remaining wastes.

The 102nd Congressis expected toalso
debate garbage disposal and incinerators;
hazardous waste disposal; pollution preven-
tion; DOE facility cleanup; and waste reduc-
tion, The Mitchell-Eckartbillio allow states
to force hazardous waste cleanups at federal
facilities is expected to move early in this
congressional session.

Great Lakes

In 1991, the Great Lakes Program will
continue to work on the range of laws that
affect the Lakes. The three major laws, for
the time being, are the Clean Water Act,
RCRA, and implementation of the Clean Air
Act

Changes in RCRA are a part of the
Club’s Great Lakes Federal Agenda for the
15%0s. Clean Air Actimplementation activi-
ties will center on the conference in Chi-
cago, May 17-19, onstrong implementation
of the air toxics provisions of the Clean Air
Act. On May 20, there will be a training
sessionon RCRA. On Clean Waiter, the Club
is pushing toward zero discharge and is
working with other groups to formulate that
agenda.
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SatFeb ¢

FRANKLIN MOUNTAINS

Dayhike Tom Mays Peak fo Tin Mine
Bill Phillips 915-772-6503 (El Paso)

SatFeb ¢

SURPRISE LOCATION

Intermediate & advanced crosscoun-
- try ski tour Mary Summers 867-3442
(Albuguergue)

SatFeb ¢

PETROGLYPHS NATIONAL MONUMENT
Easy hike in Rinconada Canyon. ke
Eastvold 2565-7679 (Albuqueraue)

SatFeb 9

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO

Moderate crosscountry ski tour, Myles
Brown 47 1-56075 (Santa Fe)

SatFeb 9

GHOST RANCH AREA

. Modoerate hike on Orphan Mesa. Brian
Johnson 438-2087 (Santa Fe)

Sun Feb 10

SANDIAMOUNTAINS

Easy hike in the foothllls. Stefan
Verchinski 888-1370 (Albuquerque)

Sun Feb 10

SANTA FE AREA

Easy hike. Elizabeth Altman 471-84%0
(SantaFe)

SatFeb 16

CJO CALIENTE

Easy-moderaie hike, Noreen Sanders
084-0384 (Sanfa Fe)

SatFeb 16

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO

Moderate crosscountry ski four (or hike
if no snow.) Joe Whelan 984-0746
(SantaFe)

SatFeb 16

OJITO WILDERNESS STUDY AREA
Exploratory hike. David Moriison 344-
8693 (Albq)

Sat Feb 16 '
SACRAMENTO MOUNTAINS

Day hike near Cloudcroft, probably
insnow. Jack Zirker 682- 2751; Ed
McBeth 526-8060 (Las Cruces)

Sat/Sun, Feb 1617

COOKE'S PEAK

Car camp and day hikes. Sandy
Anderson 523-517¢ (Las Cruces)

SunFeb 17

SANDIAMOUNTAINS

Beginners crosscountry ski frip. David
Meorrison 344-8693 (Albg.)

Sun Feb 17

TETILLA PEAK

Easy hike. Margo Murray 473-1916
(Santa Fe)

Sat Feb 23
BOSQUE DEL APACHE

Sunset viewing of the geese & cranes.

Ralph Wrons 275-0856 (Albq.)

Sat Feb 23

CARLSBAD CAVERNS

Day hike to New Cave. Todd Daugh-
erty 915-584-2730 (E1 Paso)

Sat Feb 23

SANTA FE AREA

Moderate day hike. Amold Keskulla
982-9570 (Santa Fe)

Sun Feb 24

PETROGLYPHS NATIONAL MONUMENT
Easy hike to Geclogic Windows. ke
Eastvold 255-7679

Sun Feb 24

DIABLO CANYON
Moderate/strenuous hike. Norbert
Sperlich 983-1962 (Santa Fe)

Sun Feb 24

COCHITIAREA

Easy hike. Victor Atyas 471-7545
(SantaFe)

Sat March 2

BANDELIER NATIONAL MONUMENT
Moderate/strenuocus hike. John
McClure 473-1916 (Santa Fe)

SatMarch 2

SANTA FE AREA

Moderate crosscountry skt tour (or
hike If no show.) Joe Whelan 984-
0746 (Sarta Fe)

sun March 3

THREE GUNS CANYON

Easy hike Inthisproposed openspace.
Loulse Waldon 292-8272 (Albq)

Sun March 3

DIABLO CANYON

Easy hike, dogs cllowed. Charles
Crooks 47 1-0005 (Santa Fe)

SatMarch @

ABQUIU :
Strenuous hike fo Poshuouinge Ruins
on the way to Lobato Mesa. Bian
Johnson 438-2087 (SantaFe)

Sat March @

PETROGLYPHS NATIONALMONUMENT
Easyhiketo Pledras Marcadas Arroyo.
Ike Eastvold 255-7679 (Albq)

SatMarch @

WHITE SANDS MISSILE RANGE
Dayhike. Rolin Wickenden 915-598-
8042 (El Paso)

Sat/Sun March 9-10

CUMBRES PASS

Skiin and spend night at the Yurt. §25
fee coversmedals &lodging. Johnand
tinda Buchser 281-2015 (Albq)

SunMarch 10

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO
Moderate/strenucus crosscouniry ski
tour, Myles Brown 471-5075 (Santa Fe)

Sat March 16

WHITE ROCK

Moderate hike on Red dot/Blue dot

;‘:ro)II. Noreen Sanders 984-03846 (Santa
o

Sun March 17

GALISTEQ BASIN

Mcderate hike: dogs allowed. Louise
Leopold $88-45%2 (Santa Fe)

Sun March 17

SANTA FE AREA

Easy/moderatehike, ArtJudd982-3212
{SantaFe)

Sun March 17

PETROGLYPHS NAT. MONUMENT

Easy hike to Boca Negra aroyo. ke
Eastvold 255-7679 (Albq)

Sun March 17

THREE RIVERS/TULAROSA
Moderate & easy day hikes.
Pat Simon 434-1211 {Las
Cruces)

Sat March 23

BAYO CANYON, LOS ALAMOS
Moderate hike. Arnold Keskulla
982-9570 (Santa Fe)

Sat March 23

PETECA PINTA WILDERNESS
STUDY AREA

Exploratory hike, David Momi-
son 344-8693 (Albq)

Sun March 24

CERRILLOS HILLS .
Easy Hike. Victor Atyas 471-
7545 (Santa Fe)

Sun March 24

RIO GRANDE/MONTOSO PEAK
Strenuous hike, Norbert
Sperlich 983-1962 (Santa Fe)

SunMarch 24

RIO GRANDE BOSQUE

Easy hike, David Morrison 344-
8693 (Albq.)

Thurs-Sun, March 28-31

BIG BEND NAT IONAL PARK
Cuter Mountain Loop Highlight
frip. Bill Phillips 915-772-6503 (El
Paso)

Fri-Sun, March 29-31
SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO/PE-
LONCILLO MTNS?

Car camp & day hikes; dogs
allowed. Norma McCallan
471-0005 (Santa Fe)

Sat March 30

SANTA FE AREA

Easy hike. Elizabeih Altlman
471-84%0 (Santa Fe)

Sun March 31

BANDELIER NAT. MONUMENT
Strenuous hike. Merrdll
Goodwyn 471-5442 (Santa Fe)

Sun April 7

ORGAN MOUNTAINS
Moderate/strenuous hike. Paul
Bronson 52 1-4070 (L.as Cruces)

Sat/Sun., April 27-28
CHIRICAUHAMOUNTAINS

Car camp & day hikes.
Marianne Thaeler 522-3241 (Las
Cruces)
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