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PLACE TIME LOCATION

July 18 T. or €., NM 7-10 pm Hot Spring HS, Cafeteria

20 Alamogordo, NM 7-10 pm Holiday Inn
26 Grants, NM 7-10 pm Grants State Bank
27 Magdalena, NM 7-10 pm Ranger Station
28 Mountainair, NM 7-10 pm Ranger Station
Aug 1 Reserve, NM 7-10 pm Reserve HS, Cafeteria
2 Clayton, NM 7-10 pm Clayton Airport
3 Santa Fe, NM 7-10 pm Sheraton Inn
4 Las Cruces, NM 7-10 pm NM State, Corbett Center Ballroor
8 Taos, NM 7-10 pm Carson NF, Supervisor's Office
16 Albuquerque, NM 7-10 pm Sheraton 01d Town

A NEW ROADLESS AREA REVIEW HAS BEEN ORDERED  FIRST -REVIEW FOUND: INADEQUATE

In 1972-73 the Forest Service conducted the Roadless Area Review. and Evalu-
ation (RARE) in which they tried to identify all roadless areas of 5000 acres
Or more on the National Forests and then, through an elaborate computer qual-
ification program and public input, selected those roadless areas which seem-
ed most suitable for formal wilderness study. :

As a result of the thorough going bias against wilderness and for resource
exploitation in RARE, most ot the roadless areas identified were not selected
for wilderness study. Of the 56 million acres identified as roadless on the
National Forests (1449, i11i ;

ct (HR 3454 and S 1180) of this year.
Under Gerald Ford, the Adminstration generally opposed significant wilder-
Ness expansion, but Jimmy Carter was elected on an environmental platform that

;? [ strongly supported, a large wilderness System. Secretary of Agriculture,
BN OIS Rupert Cutler (a former Asst. Executive Director of the Wilderness Society),
S Mmoo = in testimony on the Endangered Wilderness Act before the House Interior Com-
el L mittee, not only expressed Administration support for the bill, but also
L DS announced that the Forest Service would undertake a new roadless area review
= m and evaluation. We have a superb opportunity now with a more friendly ad-
i Shl GO Ministration to insure that more of the presently roadless and undeveloped
=N B lands on the National Forests y




COAL MINING INCREASES PLANNED IN NW. NEW MEXICO

As a result of restrictions eon
the use of o0il and gas in both
existing and new power plants,
utility demand for ceal fas well
as uranium) will increase sub-
stantially., National cocal produc-
tion is expected to increase from
some .600 million tons in 1974/
1975 to over one billion tons by
1985. Most of this growth will
take place in the West. Whereas
current annual production of this
region is approximately 100 mil-
lion, 1985 production forecasts
approximately 400 million tons.
After uranium, coal is New
Mexico's second most important
energy fuel. The state's coal is
located primarily in the same - *-
general region as the uranium

reserves - the Four Corners Region,

which encompasses all of McKinley
and San Juan Counties and parts
of Valencia and Sandoval Counties.
New Mexico ranks tenth among the
_fifty states in the size of its
unused coal reserves. On account
of its low sulfur content, the
state's coal is in great demand.
In addition, because some of the
reserves are located near the -
surface of the earth, mining is
feasible.
In 1975 Northwest New Mexico's
strippable ‘steam coal (meaning
~"that coal of mineable thickness
which lies no more than 250 feet
beneath the surface) was esti-
mated at 6 billion tons -- about
40% of this is owned by the Nav-
ajo Tribe. Based on present
production rates, this amomhts
to about a 600 year supply. The
largest protion of this coal is
located in the San Juan coal
fields in San Juan County. Coal
lying at depths between 250 and
1,000 feet is estimated to be
121.8 billion tons -in the north-
western part of the state. It
has been suggested that twice
this amount could reasonably be

expected at depths below 3,000 ft.
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3 Between 1975 and 1985, demand
for electricity is expected to
account for 37% of all energy
consumption, compared with its
current 28% share. Therefore,
in order to help supply the popu-
lation's energy demands, both
strip and underground coal mining
in New Mexico will increase sig-
nificantly; several coal fields
and power plants are to expand,
others are under consideration,
It should be realized, however,
that except for coal fields which
are actually being mined and
power generating plants which
are presently operating or under
construction, proposals for the
expansion of coal development:
and its use are dependent on
factors such as: (I) development
of other energy resources (23
environmental considerations

(3) leasing policies and avail-
ability of water. Thus, pro-
posals and considerations are
subject to change or cancella-
tion. Following is a brief sum-
mary of several power plants

and coal fields, either under
operation, construction, or
consideration in NW New Mexico
which, at this time, deserve

the most consideration:

POWER PLANTS

(I} The five unit 23125 MW Four
Corners Power Plant is operated
by the Arizona Public Service
Company (APSC}. <Three units
of 175 MW capacity were built .
by APSC to supply the Phoenix
area, and commenced operations
%p 1963. In 1969 and 1970, two
dlditional 800 MW units were

. completed; These units of 175

ey

" Mexico.

MW capacity were built by APSU
to supply the Phoenix area, and
commenced operations in 1963.
In 1969 and 1970, two additional
800 MW units were completed.
These units are cwned by a con-
sortium of six utilities: (1)
Southern California Edison, with
48% of the output, supplies the
Los Angeles area; (2) Arizona
Public Service, with 15% and
Salt River Project, with 10%,
supplies the Phoenix arza; (3)
Tucson Gas and Electric Company
TG & E), with 7%, supplies Tuc-
s5on; (4) El Paso Electric, with
7%, supplies El Paso and the Las
Cruces area; and (5) Public Ser-
vice Company of New Mexico (PSCNM)
receives 13% of Four Corners units
4 & § for its customers in New
The Four Corners plant
is supplied with coal from the
Navajo Coal Mine near Burnham --
which is operated by Utah Inter-
national Inc. (UJI). The five
units, which may be mechanically.
sound for about anofher 25 years,
aave.a maximum daily demand for
approximately 27,000 tons of coal,
or 7 million tons per year.

{2) The San Juan Power Generat-
ing Plant presently consists of
two 350 MW units. These units,
whizh began operating in 1975 and
1976, each consume about eight
thousand tons of coal each day,

or roughly two million tons a year,

This power plant is jointly owned

would coest approximatly §1.3
billion (in 1977 dollars). The
four plant complex would take
about nine years to build. Coal
and water requirements would be
supplied by UII.

(2) Fuel Conversion Company
{a subsidiary of El Paso Natural
Gas} may construct a pilot and
three gasifiction plants, which
will be capable of producing
approximately 230 million cubic
feet of synthetic or substitute
natural gas per day, utilizing
11 million tons of coal annually,
El Paso through a subsidiary,
Mesa Resources Company, is con-
sidering a strip mining opera-
tion to fuel its proposed gasi-
fication complex. :

MINES

(1) Pittsburg and Midway Coal

Mining Company (a Gulf subsidiary)

is expanding production capacity
at its McKinley mine from (1976
level} 500,000 tons per year to

approximately 5,000,000 tons per T

year by 1930. ¢
supplies almost 500,000 tons an-

by PSCNM (which also owns the land)nually to the 110 MW Cholla plant

and T.G. § E. Coal is supplied
by the Western Coal Company (weey,

" a subsidiary of PSCNM and TG § E:

the coal mine is operated by UII,
‘under a contract with WCC.  Two:. -
othér units, which are currently
under construction, will each sup-
ply 500 MW. One is to zpen in
1979, the other in 1981. Water
for units 1§ 2 is being pumped
from the San Juan River. It has
been proposed that once units 3. §
4 become operation
oling water. wi

covered during uranjum exploration
drilling by Phillips, Gulf, and
others. '

(3) The Navajo Eastern Tribal
Office in.Crownpoint announced
in April that they were pursuing
the idea of constructing a 400-
500 MW generating plant north of
Crownpoint. Coal for the plant
would be mined from the Standing
Rock-Cleary area of New Mexico.
Other than supplying power fur
Teservation use, it is hoped that '

some might be marketed in the arvea®

as mining activity increases.

(4) PSCNM, Plains Electric
Co., and El Paso Electric are
considering constructing a 2000
MW plant in the Bisti area.
Transmission lines might run to
the Four Corners generating
station, Albuquerque, E1 Paso,
and the uranium mining operations
near Grants § Gallup. However,
the company has not yet submit-
ted a lease application for the
site to BLM.

GASIFICATION

(I) There are at least five
proposed coal gasification plants
to be built on the Navajo Reser-
vation. Western Gasification
Company (WESCO) hepes to construct
four; El Paso Natural Gas Company
hopes to build one large plant
(which will have the producation
capability of two WESCO plants,
WESCO is a joint venture of Texas
Eastern Transmission Corporation
(Houston) and Pacific Lighting
Corporation (Los Angeles). WESCO!
plant would manufacture some 275
million cubic feet of synthetic
gas per day from its first unit.

Three additional plants of approx-k

imately equal output are also
under consideration. Each plant

owned and operated by APSC in
Joseph City, Arizona.

(2) Carbon Coal Company is pre-
paring to open the Gamerico strip
mine N.W. of Gallup. Production
from this mine, which will be
approximately 1.5 million tons
per year, will supply the Arizona
Electric Tooperative power plant

_ near Benson, "Arizona.

Cra (7))
This mine currently: to
¢ 1ion railway from.a main line be-
. tween Albuquerque and Gallup to

" Jor new strip mine.

{(3) Gailo Wash Coal (a subsidi-
ary of Santa Fe Industries) is
subleasing some of its San Juan
coal properties to.TG § E Produc-
tion, which may not begin until
1952, is expected to rise from
an initial 1.8 million tons to 4
million tons by 1993. The coal
is to be used by TG § E at Sprin-
gerville, Arizona. They will
begin construction of three 350
MW generating units in 1978. These
units are to come into line in
1985, 1988, and 1993.

(4} Chace Energy (A subsidiary
of Texas Utiltities of Dallas) plans
to mine 500 million tons of coal
on land leased from Hospah Coal
Company (a2 subsidiary of Santa Fe
Industries) in the Star Lake and
South Hospah areas. Production
is to average 20 million tons per
year during the first 15 years of
operation and will supply utiliry
companies ‘in central and south
Texas.

(5) Consolidated Coal plans two
underground mines near La Ventana
to produce some 60 million tons
of coal between 1984 and 2024.

(6) Salt River Project plans
two underground mines near La
Ventana “to produce some 60 million
tdﬁgqu;Coql between 1984 and 2024.
Santa Fe ‘ndustries plans
to construct a 70-mile: $50 mil-

its properties in the Star Lake
area southwest of Cuba. rhe pro-
perty is to be the site of a ma-
Mining is
scheduled to begin in 1877 and
coal will be shipped te a plant
near 5t, John's, Arizona, in mid
1978. The operation will be a
joint venture of Peabody Coal-
Thermal Industries and Santa Fe
Industriesn_ RY: JOE DIGRANES




Existing gnd Proposed
COAL ENERGY DEVELOPMENT
in Northwest New Mexico
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II.

Operating Mines

1.
z.
3.

X

Zoal Mines (The mine will be stripmined unless otherwise indicated.)

&

Utah International: Navajo Mine
Public Service Company of New Mexico: San Juan Pit
McKinley Mine

Planned Mines
Western Coal (1982-83) - Underground mine
Extension of Utah International's Navajo Mine to handle
gasification demands (1977)
Creation of Mesa Resources Mine to handle El Paso coal
gasification demands (1977)
Carbon Coal {1978}
Chaco Energy (1980)

Eastern Associates (1982)
Arch Minerals (1983)
Peabody Coal (1983)
Western Coal (1983)
Arch Minerals {1984)
Tuscon Gas § Electric (1985} - On private land

Chaco Energy {1985)

Salt River Project (1986)

Consolidation Coal (1987) - Underground mine

Navajo Tribe {1977)

.
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A. Four Corners Power Plant
$an Juan Power Plant
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Gasification: Looming Thre

Lo

The energy corporations (E1 Paso
Natural Gas and Western Gasifica-
tion Company) are planning to build
six large ceal gasification plants
on the N¥avajo reservation in north-
western New Mexice.

Coal gasification is a complex

acres that will produce a variety
of crops for both human consumption
and animal grazing.
some 30,000 Navajos through direct
employment and in secondary food
processing industries such as
canneries, cooperative stores, and

process by which ceal is broken downa food marketing and distribution

and converted into artificial na-
tural gas. Once removed from the
ground, the coal is fed into the
plant, mixed with water and oxygen
and compressed into synthetic gas.
Each_plant (costing over $1 billiom
each) is expected to produce 250
miliion cubic feet of gas a day
consuming 25,000 tons of coal a
day. .
In order to accomplish this pro-
duction, the companies must strip-
mine over 58,000 acres of Navajo
grazing land. Approximately 1.8
billion tons of coal will be strip-
mined during the 25 vear life span
of the plants'operation and this
energy resource will leave the
reservation for cities in Oklahoma,
Texas, and Southern California.

HAZARDS

Several years ago, the National
Academy of Science released a re-
port on the possibilities of re-
storing the stripmined land on the
reservation to its original condi-

“tion. They concluded that restor-
“ration of the land is virtually im-

B

: possible due to the scant six inches

.-of annual rainfall. The study
_described the reservation "national

sacrifice area" because it would be

‘too expensive and require too much
‘water to restore the land for
future productive use after it is
stripmined.

In addition to ruining the land,
the air will become polluted with

at least two deadly toxic materials

lead and mercury. They will be

released into the air in uncontrel-

lable quantities that will infilict
" permanent damage to.all animal,

plant and human 1life in the vicinity

Rfbhe s ndan s

Exnort mmnn\r

system.

'BENEFITS

The Navajo people will receive
small coal royalties and few jobs.
The current lease ‘provides a 15
to 25 cent royalty on ez2ch icn
of ceal that is mined while the
coal companies will sell it for
$4.50 a ton. The land is leased
for one to two dollars an acre
per year and the Tribe is con-
tractually forbidden from taxing
these plants in exchange for
employment.

Further, haphazard boomtowns
will spring up in the area which
raises another question - who will
pay for the maintenance of them?
The companies or the Tribe? 1In
addition, there will be an increase
of the already serious social
problems of alcoholism and suicide
among the Navajo people not to
mention a rise in the racial pre-
judice they face each day in the
towns that border their reserva-
tion.

And a recent study done by the
U.5. Bureau of Reclamation' (BuRec)
estimates that 45 percent of the
contruction jobs will have to be
filled by workers from outside
the reservation and perhaps the
state. The predicted influx of
50,000 non-Indians will pose a
massive threat to the future of
Indian sovereignty because it is
doubtful that they will subject
themselves to the traditional
laws and customs of the Navajo
Tribe. o

Reprinted from: :
AMERICANS BEFORE COLUMBIS
Hat outh Council
e e

from a National Aeronautics and

- Space Administration (NASA) phy-
sicist revealed that all people
‘living within 13 mile radius of
the plants will have to be evac-
uated due to the high level of
lead and mercury concentrations
around the plants. In fact, it
is predicted that all workers in
and around the plants will have
to wear protective face maskes

. for health and safety reasons.

WATER AVAILABILITY

There is 2 very serious question
of whether tiicre is enough water
in the nearby San Juan River to
supply both NIIP and gasification
plants. Each coal gasification
plant will require about 10,000
acre-feet (one acre-foot = 326,00¢
gallons) of water a year. It is
only a matter of educated guess-
work that the 10,000 a/f per
plant will be enough.

-It has been proven that there
is not enough water in the San
Juan River for both NIIP and the
six gasification plants, Should:
the plants require more water,
it will surely be taken from .
NIIP's share of the river.

DANGER TO CROPS

Another toxic emission - boron-
is feared by the planners of the
Navajo Indian Irrigation Project
{NIIP) because it can easily
wipe out all of the crops grown
there. The proposed plants are
to be built next to NIIP.

When the Navajo people were
forced to give up almost half
of their ancestral homeland, they
were promised an agricultural pro-
Ject by the U,8.
Treaty of 1868.
and it will event

4

government in their
NITP is the projectpower ihat comes wilh more members. -
ually cover 110,000 Ask someone 1o join the Sierra Club, Today.

i
Albugquergque, New Mexico.

. EDITOR'S NOTE )

The crucial issue is how and
when Indian resources should be
developed and used by Tribes
across the country. If a tribe
decides that mining and industry
are wanted, than certainly the
least polluting industries
should be pursued,

Gasification pollutes more, uses
more water and creates less income .
than conventional power plants,

It is alsd an experimental tech- . .-

nology. Is this the most benefi

cial
use of Navajo coal?, -

 Te S )
Silver Yree
Distiﬁétiva Gifts and Jewelrf
Retail and Wholesale :

(Mention the Sierra Club and 10%
will be donated to the Club)

118 Galisteo, Santa Fe, NM 87501
' . Telephone (505) 983-5475

The Sierra Cluty's power is in ils membership. A
heallhy enviranment requires postive politicat action.
and 1hat fakes strength. We reed the even grealer

It will benefit

WESCO has a 1

40,286 acres.

any water.

to the plants.

ever there is

sites,

limits of the
Air Standards.
toom in the ai
activities.
Legislation
eral subsidies
tion plants ar
before.Congres
the Synthetic
1977 is being

at to Navajo People
"“gasfco,.pa |

acres of reservation land
for coal mining.
has a mining lease for

E.I.8.'s for both gasi-
fication projects are com-
However they have
not been approved byvthe
Secretary of Interior.

WESCO has been granted
35,300 acre ft of water.

El Paso has not been granted

The Navajo Tribal Council
must approve leases for con-
struction sites for the plants.
This has not yet been done,

The local chapter, near the
proposed sites, are opposed

the majority of the Tribal
Council signed a petition
opposing the plants,
on the tribe to approve the

The air in the area is al-~
teady polluted beyond the

ease on 31,416

El Paso

Last year

How-
much pressure

Federal Clean
There is no
T shed for more
asking for fed-
for gasifica- .
e comtinmually TV
5. This vear
Fuel Act of
proposed.

* PROJECTIONS FOR COAL DEMANDS IN N.W, NEW MEXICO

i3_5’?1ains e]eétricf

1Tekqsfuti1ﬁties§
18dd1t10nsf

‘ §

i
: ‘

;]

3

2nd half of

coal gasifi-

cation demand
3

]

S | Texas utilities -

A aiy tn i iy At wtam S g— .

r ——

1=

]

v i
. b |
o |
bozal (I
[ ;l
1
| 1st half oficoal y -
asification.
| emand
, | |
{outside project area) I ] i1
.3 Kaiser Steel Corp.l I ===4
Cochise, Ariz.
'p1ant
4.5 Chg1la plant and
others
4 _6jAdditional San
Juan units
Present 1980 1985 1990

Source: State Geolgist - Janwary, 1977




SRR

0 F LY. o
Plonts Wikl Talte Welsr gom

S
B3 This 1s New

C

£ during the period 1923-1973 and the N.M. State Engineer calls this the "probable”
kS supply for the next 30 years. However, the flow in the Colaorade has been dropping:
steadily for 50 years, so the future supply will probatly fall below this average.?

Ry N o oL R I S MR T AT 7

o,

olorado

St S AN Pt
Mexico's average legal share of the virgin flow of the

River

A 3N P A Y "

This is the probable water supply available each year ing the next 3¢ :
years as Hew Mexico's average legal shkare of the virgin fiow of the Colo- &
rado River. To see how the flows in the Colorads have been steadily drop- £3
ping during the past 50 years, see Figures &, 7 and 8, '

BB T e R R oy S e .
This is the max ivum cenceivable supply; it consists of the probable
g2 nater supply [660.000 acre-feat}, plus 7,000 acre-feet (50%) of the Animage
ita Plata Project’s irrigation water allocation, ples 63,000 =f (T6% of ir-
rigation uses in 1974) assumed to be transferred to gas‘ficat'lon uses.

SR

T "
} New Mexico State Engineer's f1xed

S minimum demand, allowing no water 33 324
R for the NIIP, no water for WESCO
RS and no water for EPNG.
AR 3 3

N.M. State Engineer's fixed minimum demand (324,000 a-f) plus 370,000 a-f for
the Navajo Indfan Irrigation Project {NIIP}. Interior Desartment Jawyers say
the KIIP 15 entitled to 370,000 a-f e more (up to 508,000 a~f} as necessary
to frrigate 110,630 acres of Navajo land, Mavajo azgricultural enginzers say
there may be 2ero return flow fros the NIIP.

B TR Sty — ————————— -

[ This 1s the KM State Engineer's fixed minimun demand (324,000 a-f) pius 508,000 for the /
MIIP. IT each acre requires 3 acre-feet of water delivered to the crop, and if the water- /

B} delivery system is 65% efficient {losses in transport being 35%), the RIIP will need

RS to draw its full allocation of 508,000 a-f, all of it possfbly consumed with ro return f1 .

SRR iR 2 R e R s e T P ,/ﬁ'

NZ

i

MR RAL AL A, o LN % s ' i ERAL N r p Y
e This is the M State Engineer's fixed minimun demand {324,000 a-f) plus 508,000 / %
BN a-f for the KIIP, plus 123,000 acre-feet for the four WESCO gasificgtiun p'lr;nts. ?/
\HESCO only has 44,000 acre-feet in secured water rights. Where will the other / 7
N 72,000 2cre-feet, necessary to make one billfon cubic, fest of gas, per.day come from?/ i/
NN R A O 277 A o B P A s
] .
1

PRI AN A A S s A AR DN T S o e % ‘ 4.+ i P
This is the #M State Engineer's fixed mintmuw demand (324,000 a=f) plus 508,000 for the NIIP,
plus 123,000 a-f for WESCO's.four gasification plants, plus 97,000 acre-feet for El Paso Hatural

B Gas Company's (EPNG) three proposed gasification. plants. Obviously there would be plenty of =

g:water for gasification plants if the NIIP were abandoned {for example, 1f {its funding dried up). f—

SR By ' o L % ? 2 4 I P
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= Prepured by Scuthvw.st Regearch aad Information Center,
727

832 ject.

the Maveais mdion Irrigution Pre

1000

"The National Academy of
Sciences book, Rehabilita-
tion Potential of Strip
Mined Lands (Cambridge, Mass
Ballinger, 1974), pg. 101,
says that 20,000 to 30,000
acre-feet per day of pipe-
line. gas, depending upon
which particular gasifica-
tion technology is selected.

Thus the four WESCO gasi-
fication plants -(producing
a total of one billion cub-
ic feet of gas per day) will
require 80,000 to 120,000
acre-feet of water per year.

And thus the EPNG gasifi-
cation plants (producing a
total of 788 million cubic
feet of pipeline gas per
day) will require 63,000
to 95,000 acre feet of water
per year.,"

.0, Box 452k, Albuauerque, KM 67w

SUPPLY

THIS IS THE PROBABLE WATER
SUPPLY AVAILABLE AS HEW MEX-
ICO'S LEGAL SHARE OF THE
YIRGIN FLOW OF THE COLORADO
RIVER EACH YEAR DURING THL
HEXT 30 YEARS,

DEMAND

THIS 1S THE KINIMUM GEMAND THAT
WE CAN PROJECT FOR THE FUTURE.
IT IKCLUDES ONLY THE KM STATC
ERGINEER'S FIXED MINIMUM DEMAKD
(324,000 A-F) PLUS 370,000 FOR
THE NITP.

WITHOUT ALLOWING ANY WATER FGR
ARY GASIFICATION PLANTS, IT
APPEARS THAT THE HIIP RILL KOT
HAVE SUFFICIENT WATER 7O IRR-
TGATE ITS FULL 110,630 ACRES.

THUS AKY WATER GOINS TO ANY
GASIFICATION PLANTS MUST BE
WATER TAKEN ANAY FROM THE NIIP,

(From Peter Montague's Com-

ments on the EPNG Coal Gas-

ification Draft Environment-
al Statement)

Where will the necessary
water come from to supply
the gasification plants?

As the accompanying chart
indicates, it must come
from the water allocated to
the Navajo Irxrigation Pro-

Electric power plants with
dry cooling towers use one
gallon of water for each
34,400 BTU's of electrical
energy produce. Gasifica-
ST e e hewdgion plants: should use one

gallon of water for each
13,300 or 8,870 BTU's of gas.

1052

R

]

7

@ Water supply estimates

] State Enqineer'§
S Fixed Minfmum Demand

B sasirication Couans

{3 ~w-THOUSANDS OF ACRE-FEET OF WATER PER YEAR i 500

JUST WANT TO LET YOU KNOW WE'RE

MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS OF THE
SIERRA CLUB

P.0. BOX 2101
85 WEST'MARCY STREET

SANTA FE,_‘..N:EH MEXICO 87501

PEGGY LAUSTRUP, president
telephone 505 - %88-2388

~Carcinogens from gasification - the Center
" raises some serious questions. - )

The following is a summary of parts of a speech given by Peter
Montague of the Southwest Research and Information Center on
March 1977 - the quotes are from the speech.

S

The WESCO.coal gas complex will create 2,247,360 tons of by-
products a year. " The byproducts are basically crude phenols,
naphthas, tar and oil tar. “Fundamentally their chemical make
-up is the same: benzene plus toluene and xylene plus lesser
quantities of other hydrocarbons.” '"Benzene the main constitu-
ent of naphtha and the thicker coal tars, is a known carcinogen."

Some. of the other carcinogens in tar are diphenyls, phenanthrene
-and methlated naphthalenes’

' The nation's industries typically lose .53% of the materials
they produce each year., "The losses can be reduced by diligent
effort on the part of a particular industry, but losses canmnot
be entirely eliminated from any industrial operation. If the
coal gasification industry loses just 1% of its phenols and naph-
thas,”WESCO will be losing 15,000 lethal doses of material each
year. :

"This will cause an undetermined amount of damage among the
general public. -At greatest risk, of course, will be the 10,000
or so coal gasification workers and the 30,000 members of their

families exposed to the toxic environs of the plants.




- FOUR CORNERS IS

The controversy over the cmis-
sion from large coal fired pow-
er plants in the San Juan Basin
has now reached its 10th year
and it continues unabated. 1In
1966 Joe Devaney observed marked
degradation of air quality in
New Mexico associated with emis-
sions of the Four Corners Power-
plant. Since that time the pow-
erplant has quadrupled in size
and ‘two federal studies (Depart-
ment of H.E.W. in 1970 and the
multi-agency Dept. of Interior’
Southwest Exergy Study in 1972},
one senate committee hearing,
three lawsuits and a numbér of
state regulatory hearings have
been focused in part on the-pol-
lution from the Four Corners
pewer pfant.

PART ICULAYES

1y gaseous emissions have been
increased.

S0x & NOx

Sulfur oxide emissions from
the entire plant total some 350
tons per day and they are accom-

v panied by 150 tons per day of NOx.

-Gases, such as S0; and NOy may con-
“¥ert to fine particulates which
effectively impair visibility.
Thus significant reductions in
~wisibility are expected occasion-
~ally in the Rio Grande Valléy
Ergm_the Your Corners Power Plant
. emissions.

SAH JUAN POER PLANT

In addition to the Four Corners
plant, the San Juan plant is now
operating in the basin with two
units generating approximately

Despite all this activity clean 130 tons per day, NOx are approx-

up at Four Corners has been very
limited.
The particulate emissions from

the three smaller units, compris-

ing 575 mega watts of capacity,
have been dramatically reduced
from approximately 370 tons per
day to 4 tons per day. Further
more, sulfur oxide emissions
have been reduced by .about 30%
from these units. .

However two large units, 800
MW each, were added in 1969 and
1970.
two units total 75 tons per day
when the units are operating
properly.
ues have been exceeded by large
factors- as control devices
operated inefficiently.
late emissions regulations have
“also been violated,

nave been reduced, overall the
improvement in visibility has
been much less because many: of
the particulates controlied were

Particulate emissions from improve in the near future.

On occasion these val-

Particu-

While the particulate-emmissions

imately 37 tons per day and par-
‘ticulate emissions are about 4
tons per day. Particulate and
S0; emissions are expected to de-
crease to one tenth their present
values as S02 scrubbers now under
construction come on line in the
near future (the end of 1977).

A.P.S. SYIT WRECKS S0 REGS.

Not only is the current situa-
tion bad, but it is not 1likely. to

is because Arizona Public Service
-Company recently fought and won

a challenge to a regulation which
ultimately would have required
the large units at Four Corners
to reduce their S0z emissions to
one tenth their current levels.
The original decision by the re-
gulatory board was based, in par
on the neéed to provide™room in”
the airshed for others sources,
the courts ruled that-emissions
from sources could be cqnﬁrollai

This®

NOT CLEANING UP!

under this ruling it appears
that a single source can pollute
up to the level at which the air
is legally dirty. Once this hap-
peéns no other source can make any
significan addition to the pollu-

tion.
COME TO HEARINGS

In the Four Corners region the
combined pollution from the San
Juan and Four Corners Power Plants
produces concentrations well in
excess of the standard on the
high terrain just south of Mesa
Verde National Park. The same
area would be affected by the pro-
posed WESCO gasification facili-
ties. Even though their emissions
are relatively small, 30 tons/day
of NSO and 30 tons per day S0j
for each of their two facilities,
they probably cannot get a permit
to build.

EFFECT ON AIRSHED

There is some hope that part of
the situation may be resolved at
2n upcoming hearing in Farmington
on August 17th. At this hearing
Qew regulations will be consider-
2zd for the control of $0;.

Both the N.ME.I.A. and the Ari-
zena Public Service Company have

aroposed 65% control of S0; (A.P.&.

?as threatened to sue if a higher
ievel is chosen.) However A.P.S.
w¥ants to relaz a particulate emis-

sion regulation which would require
. the large units to cleam up part-,
iculates as well as units 1-3 have.

This regulation has been held in
abeyance pending resolution of the
502 situation, on the grounds that

_the 502 control equipment will jip-
“Elueénce-theé type 'of particulate -

control to.he used.
New Mexico Citizens for Clean

. Air and .Water have proposed a much

BY liike Williams

terrain in the southwest. (The re-
gulations that the court overturn-
ed asked for approximately 903 con-
trol.) .

In either case, the regulations
would be designed so that all the
Four Corners and San Juan units,
will tegeather just mect the 'dirty"
N.M. standards for clean air.

The future will probably include
a clean up of San Juan and Four
Corners plants to a 60-90% control
of SOz, plus much better particu-
late control. It will also proba-
bly include the E1 Paso Natural
Gas gasification facilities, a new

2000 MW coal fired power plant
belonging-to PSCNM and Texas
utility companies, and a 500 MW
plant belonging to the Navajo
Tribe. Because of WESCO's near-
ness to Four Cormers, it is not
likely that present regulations
would allow construction. It

is also likely that control of
50, particulates at Four Corners
is 5 to 8 years away. One fac-
tor ‘that may change all of this
is the recent sulfur emissions
tax passed by the Navajo Tribe.

S0z EMISSIONS TAX

The Navajo Tribe recently adopt-
ed a tax on S07 emissions.  The-
tax begins at 10 cents a pound
of sulfur emitted and increases
to a maximum of 50¢ a pound dur-
ing the.5th year. The tax ap-
plies to any source emitting .
over 100 tons per year which is
located on the Navajo reservation.
Under A.P.S5.'s current plans
this plant would be taxed at 27
million dollars a year some five
vears hence, ‘A similar amount
would also be assessed against |
the Navajo Plant at Page, Ari- =~
ZOna. o »

This tax is similar to, but’
‘s1ightly 'more” réstrictive than

g Fin

hihger control level (appreximatel
96% based on air dispersion model~y
. ing drawn from experience with high

only to t3c point il which ambi-

: " one rejected by the New Mexico
ent air standards ‘are met.

House of Representatives in th
last legislature. ) . :

“large ones with relatively little
effect on visibility and second-

'HELP WANTED
with telephone chain

Environmental groups who are
actively lobbying in Washington
or New Mexico and Texas state
capitols sometimes need last min-

‘ute support means -immediate let-
ters, telegrams, and/or phone
calls to your congressmen, The
chapter leadership gets these
calls frequently.

If you have a particular issue
that interests you, let your
group leader or the Sierran know.
We particularly need people who
are willing to assume responsi-
bility for calling others and
letting them know that a crucial
vote is about to happen. We alsof
need people who are willing to |}
organize a chain,

DIRTY STANDARDS.

In an area just meeting the

air standards 60 days a year the
value could be as high or higher
then that measured at White Rock,
Approximately 140 days a year the
valie could be as high or higher
than that measured at Los Alamos
. during the peak of the fire.
These values would be considered
legally'clean air".
BY:

B The La Mesa fire gave residents

of Los Alamos and Santa Fe a clear

grasp of the meaning of the fed-

eral particulate ambient air stan-

dards. At a time when the smell

of smoke hung heavy on the air .

and the landscape disappeared in-

to the haze, federal standards

{also the state standards) in

Santa Fe and Los Alamos were not

violated. - -
Federal standard permit 150mg/m3 - .

for 24 gours and an average of -

Measure-

ltioeraties, tavelers' cheques and insurance, Up-o-the-minute
information on spocial lower travel rates. . . ¥ detSR srranged
for plane, train, & ship travel, tours & criises, both in the United
States and  worid-wids.

109 EAST PALASE AVE.

MIKE WILLIAMS

983-6356

- MOLHS. P, HURR - OWNER
| ISABEL KUZIEL - MANAGER |

133 mg/m3.
value was 81 mg/m3 and at White
Rock the value was 102 mg/m3.

UNIQUE FASHIONS
Santa Fe Village » 227 Don Gaspar-




IRIO GRANDE
CHAPTER
DIRECTORY

Some things you might want to know about the Rio Grande Chapter

The Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club -Representing
All of New Mexico and E1 Paso

Chairlady- Joanne Sprenger
2805 8th St
Las Vegas, N.M.
505-454-0551

Conservation- John Schneider
535 Douglas St.-
Santa Fe, N.M.
505-983-5701

Executive Committee Meetings )
The executive committee meets every 5-6 weeks to
discuss conservation issues and chapter business.
“Everyone is welcome and its a good place to learn
about what the chapter is doing. Next meeting
is August 20-21, in Santa Fe. location undecided.
Please call John Schneider for the meeting place

Local éroups - all of thé groups want as many members involved
as possible- don't hesitate to call your local
leadership and f£find out what is happening!

Albuquerque

Nick Nicolaus &f
25864 Bradshaw S.E.

Chair- Conser.- Ray Bahm - 831-3911

Outings- Don Meaders - 266-8823

Alb, 87116 o
Newsletter- Barbara Kerrish
268-2040 877-2187
El Paso
Chair- Gayle Eads v Conser.- Wes Leonard - 584-7730

8801 Darlina Outings- Bill Hoppes - 584-8942

E.P. 79925 Newslet.- John Colburn- 592-4033

. 915:591-8685 . . -
Gallinas (Las Vegas)

Chair- Jobhn Gavahan
Box 36

Montezuma, 87731
425-8813

Llanno Estacado (S.E.)
Chair- Ruth Bolin P
821 wlg
Portales 88130
356-8395

Santa Fe

Chair- Katie Parker W

e? Conser.- John Schneider- 3-5701
355 Douglas St Outings- Maurice Dixon - 8-1190

! $983-5701

Southwest Regional Group v

Chair- Ted Zobeck Conser-Jennifer Barnhart
915 University Ave. Outings - Ed Tedesco
Las Cruces
524-8764

Communications

Rio Grande Sierran - published bi-monthly
editors- Stephanie Moyer § Nancy
Hilding
- Santa Fe, Albuquerque, El Paso
& Southwestern groups publish
regular newsletters

Group newsletters

SWRCC - Southwest Regional Conservation Committee -
SWRCC meets 4-6 times a year to discuss conser-
yation issues that effect all the four corners
states - -anybody and everybody that comes has
a vote - meetings will be announced in Sierran
and group newletters.

Southwest Regional Office of Sierra Club
has recently moved to Santa Fe! It is open
9 to 5 Monday thru Friday. It has a library
" and files on conservation issues and might be
able to  answer questions you might have about
the club,

Sierra Club Southwest Regional Office’
338 East De Vargas glond ee

Santa Fe 87501 505-982-4349

Let us prepare you with complete
BACKPACKING EQUIPMENT

and accessories. Come in and see our
variety of tents, sleeping bags, packs,
hiking boots and down clothing. We'l also
make your backpacking life a little easier
with helpful topographic maps and
freeze-dried foods.

'BACKPACKS by
JAN SPORT
KELTY
CAMP 7
LOWA
ALPENLITE
SIERRA DESIGNS
GERRY
EUREKA
TECHNICA

We'll send you on your way with a complete

BACKPACKER’S CHECKLIST so you won't
forget a single necessary item.
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El Paso Group hike -
Chairladp's  Corner
. . JOANNE SPRENGER

The following is reprinted from Council Newsletter, which
goes to Chapter and Group Sierra CIUb leaders:

THE MEMBER WHO NEVER CAME BACK:

"It amuses me now to think that your organization spends so mch time
looking for new members-when I was there all the time. Do you remember me?

I'm the fellow who was asked to join. T paid my dues and then I was
asked to be a logal and faithful member. ’

I'm the fellow who came to every meeting, but nobody paid any attention
to me. I tried several times to be friendly, but everyone seemed to have
his own friends to talk to and sit with. T sat down among some unfamiliar
faces several times, but they didn't pay much attention to me.

I hoped somebody would ask me to join one of the committees or to somehow
Participate and contribute - but no one did.

Finally, because of illness, T missed a meeting. The next month no cne
asked me where T had been. I guess it didn't matter very much whether I was
there or not. On the next meeting date T decided to stay home and watch a
good television program. When I attended the next meeting no one asked me
where I was the month before.

You might say that I'm a good guy, a good family man, that I hold a
responsible job and love my community.

You know who else I am? I'm the member who never came back."

Sometimes group officers get tied up with details at general
meetings and don't find time to greet every member. ' We need help
from all of yYou to help new members and visitors, ‘especially, to
fee; welcome at Sierra Club mneetings. Don't neglect those old
familiar faces hover. People join the Sierra Club for a variety.
of reasons. Some want to help with conservation projects, others
want to go on outings, and some merely want to contribute their
dugs to help a good cause. However, most people want to feel wol-
coite ang part of their group. This was vividly expressed by the
fantastic turnout at the Albuquerque Group's Christmas Party last
December. The organizers m&y want to leck for a larger church
next Christmas. Let's all do our pPart to show every member that

. he's wanted. , -

WILDERNESS ADVENTURE
LOW COST

ENJOY the freedom of the

American Wilderness without

the burden of a pack on your,
- back. .

DROP PACKING

>0ur pack stock carries all
your gear to your camp and
picks you up at a prearranged
date.

WILDERNESS SERVICES LTD.

>Camp where you want,

*Move when you want. .

?We provide expert guide ser-
vice to remote, unspoiled
areas of wilderness.
>0ur staff forester introduces
you to the native ecology of
the New Mexico Mountains.
*Weekly tours at group rates.

OPERATING IN THE PECOS
WILDERNESS AND SANTA FE
NATIONAL FOREST
PHONE: 983-8572

BOX 4551, sanTA Fe, nm 87501

advertisement

southwestern N.M. group activities

it 30, 1977, the Executive Committee of the Rio Grande
Chggtégr;ccepéed thé by-laws of the newly fufmed Southwesternrgsz_
Mexico Regional Group. On may 13, 1977 credited status wastg ant
ed by the Sierra Club Council. The SWNM Group has a curreR am n ot
bership of more than 65 Sierrans residing in Catron, Dona An ; Gra s
Hidalgo, Lincoln, Luna, Otero, Sierra, and Socorrc counties o

f Mexico.

Y i i have expressed in-
Members of the SWNM Group Executive Committee : s ed
terest in organizimg projects such as developing and malqtaxnlngl
a strong environmental education program within the Public Scheols,
jcity park beautification, bike path modification, and wilderness

i study.

The most active interest of the Group has been in wilderness_
study. Our ‘first outing on May 1 in the West Potrillos Mountains,
an area under consideration for wilderness designation by the BLM,
was designed to determine the nature and extent of any man-made
intrusions. Eight persons drove to the area, We of Las Crgces, and
spent several hours hikeing in small groups. Further studies of
the area, possibly including the East Potrilles, are planned. ' Inter-
ested persons should contact Terry Hicks (505-522-7905) or Ed Tedes-
co [505-645-1912). ] ]

In an. effort to promote the Sierra Club philosphy and w;lderness
éstudy in general, we have been working with our local public tele-
vision station, KRWG-TV, on a series of four, ong-hour'showg to be
‘ aired throughout the year. The first show televised May 9 intoduced
| the local SWNM Group to the viewing audience relating the history
of the Sierra Club, it's philosophy, and the activities of the local
Group. A large portion of the show was devoteq to BLM wilderness
; study. The next show is planned for sometime in September. If

.ﬂyou would like more information contact Steve Ropp, Media Chairman

(505-526-1426. 8¥: TED ZOBECK
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_e] paso group activities

Forty-plus members and visitors went to Dog Canyon for 3 day hike
April 30. Memorial Day weekend we had 11 Sierrans in Mexico and
16 in the White Mountains for the annual family backpack. Seven
from El Paso joined others from Las Cruces and Silver City to do
a wilderness inventory in the Aldo Leopold area in May. Outings
have claimed much of our time with more to come.

John Colburn was invited by the Forest Service to be the envir-
onmentalist on a panel to discuss the Eagle Creek Dam proposal in
Ruidoso. He went and reports that he was only booed once {at the
mention of the name "Sierra Club") and that he behaved admirably,
supporting the Forest Service position on the L[.I.S5.. Ruidoso wants
to have the dam and water without addressing the other problems
such as increased tourism in the area which calls for facilities t
that will cost money to provide. : )

Sarah Jane Dodds has resigned from the ExCom after years of ser-
vice, but continues to serve on the Franklin Mountain committee
{of the Goals for El Paso) along with new Sierra Club member Devin
von Finger. We all have hopes that there will be continued progress
On preservation of the Franklins through the work of this committee. i

The latest on the Rio Grande -is that the Draft EIS will not be '
ready until early 1978. There is also a revision of the plan by
the Boundary Commission being prepared. We are waiting to see
what the new proposal will be before taking a definite position.

We are also still gathering information about the area.

El Paso will continue to meet during the summer and has lined
up programs on the BLM - Las Cruces vistrict, the Clean Air Act,
and climbing Mt. McKinley Ly Jave Sans (For those of us who enjoy
vacationing by osmosis). "BY GAYLE EA 3
. A

—

30 YEAR MEMBERS

The Rio Grande Chapter now has fourteen life members. Eight per-
sons recently received Courtesy Life Memberships in the Club by
virtue of their having been members for a total of thirty years,
Those receiving this honor include Mr. and Mrs. Henry Tendall of
Albuquerque, Lowell Sumner of Glenwood, Mrs. Stewart Loeb of Farm-
ington, Elsa Naumann of Los Alamos, and John Mughmore, Phobe Sum-
ner and Carl Overhage of Santa Fe, Congratulations to you all.

- - tall
santa fe st 1, Sezemons

ou 'YEQ August 14 - Moderate - call Ann
tl S 983-8870
August 20-21 - Overnight call

July 17 - Moderate Hike - call Walt and Anne 983-7904

Carel - 938%-5131

August 21 - Easy - call Bill
July 23-24 - Overnite Backpack- ' 982-5334
Santa Barbara area of .
Pecos - call Ingrid August 28 - Moderate - call

988-5426 John 983-5836
July 24 - Moderate - call Brett
983 - 2862 September 3-5 - Backpack - call

Betsy 983-8870

August 6 - Moderate - call Betsy  Sept 11 - Moderate - call !
883-8870 Ingrid 988-5426 ;
August 7-9 - Backpack - call Sept 17 - Strenuous - call- E

Maurice 988-1190 John 983-1250

Next General Membership Meeting: Tuesday, September 20, 1977.

£
:
i



Outings SCUTHWESTERN GROUP

Sometime during summer -
Catwalk at cliff dwelling,
weekend trip, Long's canyon,
day hike ’

July 26 - Group meeting

Late July or early August
4 day Gila Wilderness Trip

. Late August - Fynd Taising
picnic '

August 24 - Group meeting

For more information, call
Ted Zobeck at 505 524-8764!

BRE

WILDERNESS

Experiences for Young People

A non-profit educationaf organization

CIHIAIRMAN: Ted Zobeck
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Robert
DeVelice
SECRETARY/TREASURER : Gary
Garwood
Jennifer
Barnhart
OUTIKGS: Ed Tedesco
WILDLRNESS ACTION:

CONSERVATION:

Teresa

Hicks
MEDIA: Steve Ropp

General meetings of the
Southwestern New Mexico Re-
gional Group are planned for
the last Tuesday of each
month.

koK Kok KK A R A AKFF T F TR

Lo

[ o

¥
outmgs _ EL PASO GROUP
July 16-17 Cleuderoft Car Camp

July 16-17 - Cloudcroft Car Camp
call Galye - 591-8685

July 23-24 - Beginners Back Pack
call John - 592-4033

July 30-31 - Wilderness Study
Back Pack - call

o Wes - S84-7730

FOr more informatjon call Bilt

Hoppes 584-8942 or consult El Paso

&Group Newslette: "LORAX"

ALBURUERQUE GROUP .Cﬁltirﬁgs

-Our outings pProgram seems to he
going well this summer. Our most
Iecent outing was to San Pedro
Parks. 11 peocple enjoyed the
high altitude beauty.
our resident astronomer
point out the beautiful
the clear mountain sky,
16,17 July - Ghost Town Trip

along to
stars in

24 July - Fossil Cuting

30, 31 July - Latir Lakes Back-
pack (Fishing Trip)

For more information on outings
see the July,
issues of Albuquerque group news-
letter. o

"3

We also had

August and September

3

.man 982-1024

Small, coed backpacking & nature stugy trips
for young people 13 and older. Pecos, Gila &
San Juan Wilderness areas.

595-831-1841

Box 2588 Albwquerque, N.M. 87105

‘The forest ssrvice is doing a
new official roadless area:z
review. The aciion starte
this summer (see cover article}.
The New Mexico Wilderness Study
Committee is a "watchdog"
volunteer group who is doing
their own roadless area inven-
tory. They will be very busy
this summer and they need your
help-activities will include
-hikes to proposed wilderness
areas. For more inforuation
Contact Dave Fore-
man (P.0. Box 38 Gienwood, NM
88039 539-2645) or the follow-
ing conservation leaders:
SANTA FE: Central Clearing
House 982-4349 - George Gross-
ALBUQUERQUE: Jim
‘Stewart 831-1941, Armen Chak-
erian - 883-1897 LAS CRUCES:
Terry Hicks 522-7995 » Joanne
Mazzio 526-4246,EL PAS): Wes
Leonard 584-773p » LeBron Hardie
584-4695, SILVER CITY: Bob
Langsengkamp 388-432¢ LAS
VEGAS: Joanne Sprenger 454-0551,
LOS ALAMOS: Dorothy Hoard
672-3356; JEMEZ SPRINGS: Jack
Dembs 829-3610 SOCORRO: Paul
Krehbiel 835-0759: PORTALES::
Ruth Bolin 356-8395. X

NMWSC briefings on RARE II

Las Cruces - July 26 Tuesddy
101 Hardman Hall
7;30 PM

Santa Fe - August 1 (Monday)
Central Clearing
House 7.00

Silver City - Bob Langsenkamp
: ; 388-4326 for )
details

e
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for more info:

Groups do not always have their outings planned 2 months in ad-
vance. For more up to date information check your local news-

letter or call your group chairperson or outings person, (see p. 7}

P —

wilderness study

May 14, 1977

SPEND YOUR SUMMER IN PICTURES-
QUE NORTHERN NEW MEXICO (AND
DO YOURSELF AND N.M.¥.S.C.

A FAVOR)

bear Editor,

In reading the current issue
of the Sierran I came across what
appears to be a less than serious
"filler" about smallpox, (Ancther
Endangered Species. pg 7). Con-
sidering your support of various
endangered species, (whales for
one) I fail to see any humor in

The following is a schedule
of gutingsplanned by the N.M,
Wilderness Study Committee -
(N.M.¥.5,C.) northern region.
The outings are into some of
the areas proposed as additions
to the Wilderness System, If
you are interested in going
on any of these outings call
Chuck Schwartz 982-1520 home
471-3232 w George Grossman
h - 982-1004

World Health Organization has
been able to destroy smallpox

in such a short (relatively)
time is the fact that smallpox
is the ONLY virus that lives
exclusivly in man. I for one,
would nadt like the idea of losing
this unusual virus forever. DNA
research is in ity infancy right
now. But consider - in the fu-
ture we might'be able to modify
the smallpox virus into a benign
agent to combat other virus.

We can't do it now, but why lose
the possibility? So, I would
like to say in all seriousness-
Save the Smalipex virus.

July 16 -Thompson Peak Area
Pecos - Day trip

July 30 - Hyde Park Area -
Peces - Day trip

August 6-7 - Pajarito - Pecos
Car Camp/Day hikes

Sept. 10-11 - Elk Mountain -

Peros - car camp,da
hikez i Sincerely, LETTERTO
Sept.'? Canjilon - El Rito- Dennis Virzi THE, EDITOR
Carson Alb.
M

activities of the albuquerque group

The Albuquerque Group is not planning on gearing down for the
summer, in fact, we are Planning on stepping up our activities.
Although national membership week is over we are planning several
also some to draw in more new members.

new member activities, and

ioned" ice cream social.
meeting for new members to
involved in and what issues

ECO-TRIUMPH
I am Life.

Though parceled
and packaged
and <drowned

in cement;

We are planning some future potluck dinners and also an "old fash- Though
We are also planning to have a special tall
show what issues the Eroup is presently buildings
we can foresee in the future. To help now
we are sending all new members a Questionaire to tower
furnish us with the volunteer help where trees
Once sang

The Albuguerque group is in
phone chain. This chain will

The monthly general meetings
only crowds.

The program for the July general
slide show "Redwoods".

the process of establishing a tele-
be used to alert members of issues
needing letters and/or telegrams to their Congressmen,

in the breeze,

I Life.
of the group have been Very success-
ful, with an attendance of 75-100 people, with many standing room 1 hide,
. and bide
meeting will be the Sierra Club my time.
This is a new presentation showing the
happening to Redwoods National Park - a park Someday

true story of what is
that may die - unless
tiful giants.

Fifteen to twenty Albuquerque
22arings in Denver on the 4th of

mining in northwestern New Mexico;
in Albuquerque; :
Service Announcements on radio and

congress acts swiftly to preserve thése beau-

group members attended the Alaska
June.
those members who went and éspecially all the new members for giving
2 weekend to save Alaska wildlands.

The Albuquerque group is also working on a study of coal strip-

nuclear waste ‘disposal in N.M. and putting Public
television. ’

I shall return.

Castles

will crumble

to the creeping
vines,

and robins

will lipe

their nests

with computer tape.

We would like to thank

study of more efficient lighting

BY:  NICK NICOLAUS el
By: T. 5. Ross

the smallpox iter. Consider: the i -
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MOLYCORP TO CLEAN UP!?

court suit settled

Molybdenum Corporation (Moly-
corp) stripmines are from the
guts of what was.once a lovely
mountain in the spectaclar Red
River area near Questa. Molyb-
denum is extracted from the ore

¢ at the site in a large mill that

uses a flotation process. This
process uses 4 1/2 million gal-
lons of water a day, drawn from

the Red River upstream from the

mill and returned to the Red

River about 8 1/2 miles down-
stream after being carried by
slurry pipeline to tailings
ponds where the residual ore
solids are settled out.

_ The operation has two continu-
ing environmental effects that
the Sierra Club has kept an eye
on. (The mountain is gone).

One is the guality of the contin-
ueous effluent from the tailings
pond, and the other is the occa-
sional stream pollution that
occurs where a slurry pipe breaks
and spews the slurry into the

Red River. .

Molycorp was issued anN.P.D.E.S.
discharge permit by the federal
E.P.A. (Environmental Protection
Agency). The original permit
set levels of several metals
for the effluent that were lower
than Molycorp could meet and
Molycorp petitioned to have these
limitations raised. An adjudi-
catory hearing was proposed, a
rather formazl trial of issues.
Negotiations were undertaken
by E.P.A. to reach a satisfac-
tory solution without the expense
and time that a formal hearing
would consume. After many meet-
ings, E.P.A.- proposed a new per-
mit on terms that were stricter
than Molycorp hoped for, though
more lenient than those stated
in the original permit.

Tiie Sierra Club .intervened and
participated in conferences in
December 1976 and February 1977. .
So also did the New Mexico Citi-
zens for Clean Air and Water.
After careful consideration, a-
compromise settlement was agreed

on by all parties and a revised

 discharge permit has been. issued.

P e

10

BY: AL FORSYTH

A part of the settlement was

a 375,000 civil penalty paid by
Molycorp for 5 pipeline spills
in 1975 and 1976.

Until July 1, 1983, Molycorp
may discharge from its tailings
ponds 78 pounds of fMolybdenum
per day on a six-month average,
but not more than 156 pounds
daily maximum. . After July 1,
1983 these figures must be Te-
duced to 75 and 50 pounds, Te ;
spectively. Similar provisions
relate to other components of
the effluent.

One might ask why the lowzr
figures were not insisted upon
immediately; why put it off
until 19837 The answer, in part,
is that the technology needed
to remove molybdenum from the
mill effluent does not now exist.
Molycorp has been given time to
develop it, but if it can't meet
the standards by 1983, it has
agreed to reduce the quantity
of effluent so as not to exceed
+hose lower levels cr close up
shop. It must alse complete by

October, 1977 a definite schedule

of work to reduce the hazards
of pipe spills along the slurry
iine. One major pipe spill and
several miner spills cccurred
while negotiations were under
way and more may oCCur.
the work now being done may be
expected to lessen the number
and severity of the spills and

also to divert spills from enter-

ing the river. .

Legal counsel for the Club
approved joining in the stipula-
tion to settle the issues. Al-
though there can be no real as-
surance that more spills or new
violations of permit discharge
1imits will not occur, probably
better terms and more definite
commitments were obtain=d by
the agreement that could have
been expected as the result of
a full-dress adjudicatory hear-
ing. Also, the Club remains an
intervening party, with rights
to open the legal proceedings
with E.P.A. at any time it finds
Moiycorp in vieolation of its
agreement.

B e

However,

It began last January when
the Santa Fe National Forest
Service made public its final
"ORV Management Plan." The
Plan, designed to regulate the
use of off-road vehicles such -
as motorcycles and snowmobiles,
could fairly be called a
travesty.

_ Over 1,195,000 acres of the
Santa Fe National Forest were
declared open to any and all
types of off-road vehicles.
(Excluding certain areas pre-
viously closed to ORV itraffic-
-suc¢h as the San Pedro Parks
and Pecos Wildernesses--this
translates to mean 87% of the
forest in the power of the
Forest Service to open or
close was deemed suitable for
ORV use.)

The Appeal's Status: Last
March the 3anta Fe Group of
the Sierra Club and New
Mexico's Public Interest Re-
search Group appealed the ORV
Plan. This is what has hap-
pened since then:

1) The ipitiation of the
appeal last March was merely a
one page letter, timely ex-
pressing our disagreement.

The body of the appeal--a 60
page "supporting statement"--
took until June 6 to compile,
and was coordinated by John
Schneider, Xatie Parker,
Betsy Fuller, Phil Nelson,
Dan Brandt, and as PIRG's at-
torney, Denise Fort.

The supporting statement
contains a) the legal argu-
ments explaining why the Plan
viclated the 1972 Presidential
Executive Order (which had
triggered the drafting of the
Plan in the first place).

This is the heart of the ap-
peal, though not even a law-
yer could love this many sub-
sectioned section; b) memos,
letters:-and directives. from
the Porest Service files (ob--"
tained under the Freedom of
Information Act) which help

to support our argument of in-
adequacy in both the methodol-
ogy and outcome of the Plan;
c)} maps and affidavits com-
‘'piled by Sierra Club members,
giving examples of particular
areas and trails which, be-
cause of impact on wildlife,
sensitive soils, non-inven-
toried roadless areas and con-
flicts with hikers, should not
have been opened to off-road
vehicles.

2) The administrative ap-
peal process is akin to a night-
marishly slow tennis game.
Since we've completed our sup-.
porting statement, the ball is
now in their court. And we
wait. Under the regulations
Forest Supervisor Zamora must
"promptly" prepare his own
statement' defending the ORV
Plan.

According to the Forest Ser-
vice's Joe Quade, who is help-
ing draft it, the response will
not be ready until late July at
the very earliest. We will
then be sent a copy and given
a chance to reply to their rte-
buttal, then all papers are
transmitted to the Regional
Forester (Zamora's immediate
superior) in Albuquerque. (At
this stage we can explain our
arguments, in person, at an in-
formal oral presentation.)

3} If the Regional Forester
agrees with us, another ORV___
Plan, more accurately reflect-
ing the mandate of the 1972
Executive Order, will have to
be developed.

if the Regional Forester up-
holds the ORV Plan as written,
any' subsequent appeal would be
directed to the Forest Service
Chief in Washington, D.C.
Related Developments: - The ORV:
Plan, as written, is presently

Update on ORV Appeal in S.F. Forest

being put into effect. The
Sierra Club made nc effort to
"stay" the implementation dur-
ing the appeal; however inade-
quate the Plan may be, it still
tloses 13% more of the Forest
than before.

Nevertheless, even the Plan's
marginal benefits are somewhat
illusory: A) The Forest Ser-
vice intends to install signs to
warn ORVer's of those areas and '
trails which are closed, rather
than indicate those areas where
ORV use is permitted. The folly
of this approach is clear: if it
is the "closed" areas which are
narked, the signs can be over-

ooked inadvertently, or any
vandal can negate the enforce-
ability of such closure by sim-
ply removing the signs.

B) On June B8th the Forest
Service published the implemen-
tation timetable, revealing the
signing program to be even more
toothless. Because of "funding
and manpower capabilities,” the
installing of signs will be
spaced over 4 years. This
means that the designation of
even those few areas and trails
which are to be closed will not
be finished until 1980. nd,
of course, enforcemeni--meaning
arrests or citations--can only
take place on those areas which
have been properly signed.)

How this lamentable time sched-
ule should best be challenged
has not yet been decided.
Carter's Executive Order § What
ou Can Vol 1d the larg-
est letter writing campaign to
descend upon Washington D.C.
this year (from ORVer's worried
azbout a rumored Executive Order
totally banning them from all
public lands) Carter issued his
ORV Order on May 24. The alarm
among the ORVer's was completely
unjustified, Carter’'s 1977

. 0rder, intended to supplement

and clarify Nixon's 1972 Order,
changed very little. But it
made more explicit something
which environmentalists believed
inherent within the '72 Order--
Whenever ORV use "will cause or

is causin consideraEIe adverse
. effects on the soil, vegetation,

wildlife, wildlife habitat or
cultural or historic resources
of particular areas. or trails"
such areas or trails shall be

iﬂ@%%i%ﬁﬁlﬁ closed.

ile there is some looseness
in the above language (what 1is
nconsiderable adverse effects?)
this emergency provision can be
a tool in active citizen moni-
toring of ORV use -in the Santa
Fe Forest--if you see what you
consider significant and un-
earthly damage occurring (or
about to occur) notify the
Forest Service and request

that the area or trail be
closed immediately.

BY:
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. D.DT
T0 BE USED FOR PLAUGE CONTROL

DDT has been approved by the
Environmental Protection Agency
for use in New Mexico this sum-
mer to contrel the bubonic pla-
gue. The reasons for this as-
sault and insult to our emnviron-
ment are quoted here from the
Tequest letter to the EPA from
William Stephens, Director of
the New Mexico Department of
Agriculture: o

- 1."Carbaryl, the only pesti-

- cide registered for flea control
for plague, is a non-persistant
material. Due to manpower limi-
tations, it would not be possible
to retreat high risk areas with
carbaryl.*

Z."Carbaryl is registered for
flea control on wild rodents.
However, the flea population re-
mains suppressed for less than
one week and then builds rapidly
back to pretreatment levels.
Because of the large numbers
of rodent burrows which must be
treated, the numger of man hours
involved makes retreatment at
weekly intervals with carbaryl
prohibitive. .

The determination that carbaryl
is not an effective method for
controling fleas on wild rodents
is supported by several years
of field experience and experi- -
ents conducted by personnel of
the General Sanitation Section,
Environmental_Improvement Agency,
Santa Fe, New Mexico {Miller,
person communication)"

3. "The economic impact of not
controlling plague in New Mexico
could be severe. New Mexico's
economic base depends mainly on
the tourist population which
visistis this State. 1If plague
should continue to increase with-

2 iate controls -
e ey

likely to avoid visiting New
Mexico, thus the State can suf-
fer great economic-losses. New
and effective methods of flea
control are necessary in order
to contrel plague. Tt is hoped
through the use of the above
mentioned pesticides, effective
control will occiif,™ B

4. "The individual patient con-
tracting the disease suffers a
great economic loss. The cost
of hospital care, physician care,
and loss of Pay over a significant

"period of time is hard for many
individuals to recover,'

WATCHING CROW, LOOKING SOUTH
TOWARD THE MANZAHO MOUNTAINS

BY: JOY HARIO

crow floats ip winter sun

a black sliver

in:a white ocean of sky

he is the horizon

drifting south of Albuquerque

the horizen dances

along the blue edges

of the Manzanos

wind is an areh

a curve ‘

on the black wing of crow

‘4 warm south wind
if it stays for a while
will keep a crow dancing for

thirt ears
on the ridge yy

of a blue mountain breeze

__maintained for 9 weeks,

i ture,
i.istration (and the Forest Ser-
H vice),
H report on the
f American Wilderness Act {HR
{ 3454),

Conservation  Chairman's

5. "In 1976, two deaths from
plague occurred in this State,
It is almost impessible to put
4 price tag. (or econmic loss) -
for the loss of a human life."

6. "ANALIY31i5 of poSsibié adverse
effects on man and environment’
Only a small amount of active in-
grédient is applied to each TO-
dent burrow and the material is
confined underground, Little
adverse environmental effects
are expected,®

"

(Placing of above quotes in num-
bered subsections was done by
auther - not originai format)

DDT USE UNNECESSARY AND HARNFUL

The reasons cited by Mr. Step-
hens are based on erroneous infor-
mation and assumptions. We will
address each of his reasons:

1. A lefter to Allan Barnes
PhD with the Public Health Service
from Thomas E. Baca the then act-
ing director of the New Mexico
Environmental Improvement Agency
dated July 7, 1976 stated:

"It is a fact that, due to its.
residual, DDT would require
probably only one application
per seuson; wheTeas, Earbaryl
OT Systemics requite foliow-
up treatment to maintain. flea
control. However, this Agency
is willing™¥o commit the man-
Power resources to accomplish

this in areas where €da con-

trOI 15 aeemea ngcessary,
2. The E.I.A., in.a report on

the Status of Plague in New Mexice
attests to the effectiveness of

Carbaryl in controlling flea popu-
lations; : .

"Carbaryl is a biodegradable Lt
chemical which has been proven,
through a number of years of us

hesHSSD ewsMexi cogndon:
exry- ef; in controlling
flea population. 1In addi-

tion, research conducted by
Barnes et al. (1972} showed

that carbaryl dust was very
effective in controlling fileas
in burrows of prairie dogs in
Colorado., Treatment of burrows
resulted in 100% elimination of
an important plague vector
within 24 hours, and the burrows
Temained free of this flea for

Z moaths. In later research, - ¢
Barnes- et al, (1974) controlled
fleas on another rodent impor=-
tant in plague in Colorado

by applying carbaryl dust in
bait stations. Control was

Forest Seryice Supports

The Department of Agricul-
on behalf of the Admin-

has issued its final
Endangered.

This bill, introduced
by Congressman Morris Udall,
would designate as wilderness
14 areas within the National
Forest system and designate
8 additional areas for wilder-
ness study. In New Mexico,
the Sandia and Manzano Moun-
tains would be instantly des-
ignated as wilderness, and
Chama Canyon on the Santa Fe
National Forest would be man-
dated for gz wilderness study.
Under the Ford Administration
last year, the Forest Service
opposed a similar bill,
However, under the new
Carter Administration, the
Forest Service has essentially
endorsed (and in some cases-
improved) the bill. The For-
est Service and Administration

plague in medical bills.
article in the Medical Annals
‘of the District of Columbia two

dirt and DDT to

. opposition to these

Gorner

with the stations rebaited

as needed. There was no mea-
surable deterioration of car-
baryl in bait stations for

11 weeks, Krishna
(1965) observed that carbaryl
dust insufflated into rat bur-
rows in India controlled orien-
tal rate fleas for 12 weeks.
These studies thus indicate
that the control of fleas
achieved with carbaryl is ade-
quate to control epizootics
among sylvatic rodents, par-
ticularly if the areas are
retreated at reasonable inter-

vals."

3. The assumption that plague
would keep tourists away is not
founded in fact, as 1975 was a-
record year for plague and no
effect was felt by the tourist
industry.

I agree. that new and effective
methods of flea control would
be helpful, but camnot class
BDT as such. ’

(A certain person in Santa Fe
suggested we develop a spray for
tourists!) .

4. DDT may cost us more than
In an

octoTrs LD, arling and Hast-

ings state:

"it .was found that amounts of
the pesticide DDT which are

well below those ingested by
the average American citizen

are capable, in-certain select-

ed persons, of reducing elec-

tromyographic potentials ..

and tausing fatigue, slowed -
thought, withdrawal from real-
ity, blurred vision, headache

and ataxia.™ .

DDT has been
in animal studies.

I agree that human lives are
valuable. 1In the years between
1549 and 1976 12 people in New
exico have died from plague,
y366 died” from heart disedse;
1,289 from malignant neoplasms
(cancerous tumor}, and 484 in
auto accidents. I suspect that

more than 12 of the cancer and
heart disease deaths were related

to the contamination of the body
by some form of pesticide,

6. Mr. Stephens' reasoning is
beyond me. Rodents are continu-
2lly clearing oft their burrows,
the surface. -
Once at the surface it can be

transportad hundred of miles as
detailed in a publication of the
American Chemical Society by
J.M. Cohen and C.‘Pindertqn:

position now is in favor of
designating as immediate wild-
erness 16 of the areas in the
bill totalling 914,510 acres,
and designating § areas total-~
ing 945,500 acres for wilder.
ness suitability study.

In New Mexico the Forest
Service supported immediate

wilderness designation for the -

Manzano Mountains (37,000
acres); Sandia Mountains
(30,930 acres -- we had pro-
posed 30,700 acres); .and Chama
Canyon (51,400 acres ~- we had
Just proposed 50,900 acres for
study!). On the Sandias, the
Forest Service would add 37¢
acres to our wilderness Pro-
posal and delete 140 acres for
trailheads, etec. In Chama
Canyon, the Forest Service
would add 225 acres of private
land and 275 acres of Forest
land in Gallinas Canyon.

S0, with Telatively little
areas, and
support from New Mexico con-

Murthy et al.

linked with cancer

o

gt sy e .
"There is increasing evidence

that pesticides have contaminated -

extensive areas of the world

not directly treated :with pest-, ...

icides. In many instances,the

translocation can be attributed

to food or water as the trans-

mission vehicle, . Another medium

of dispersal of pesticides is
the atmosphere. Analyses of

Iainwater and dust have revsaiad

of chloro-organic
all samples exam-

the presence
substances jin

imed.. Idéntification of speci-

fic pesticides has demostratsd
that at Jeast

some of the chloro-

organic compounds are pesticidal

in origin.
whose distant origin was docu-
mented by meteorological evid-

An analysis of dust,

ence, proved that pesticide-la<-o-

den dust can be transported o-
ver gr:at distances via the

atmosphere and can be deposited

over land surfaces remote from
the point of applicatijon."

"Little adverse environmental

‘The EPA banned the use of DDT

in 1972 due to the hazards it
posed to the environment.
was (is) the New Mexico Department .
of Agriculture?

Where

BY:

Wilderness ‘for Sandias, Manzanos, Chama Canyon

servatfonists, the public, the
. Forest Service, Governor
Apodaca, Senators Pete
Domenici and Jack Schmitt,'and
Congressman Lujan, New Mexico
should see 3 new wilderness
areas -totaling about 120,000
acres this year.

Dave Foreman

By:

WHAT YOU CAN DO!

Write: Dr. Rupert Cutler
Assistant Secretary of

- Agriculture
Wahsington, D.C. 20250

and thank him for the strong
pro-wilderness stand that the
Forest Service and the Admin-
istration have taken on this
important wilderness issue.
You may want to send copies of
your letter to Congressman

" Lujan and Runnels and Senators
Domenici and Schmitt.

effects are expected", - Absurd' -
DDT concentrates in the f
persists for decades in t
kills fish, draﬁticallyfrg@uges

i i ingi the reproduction rate o irds
Hireh means they will be bringing and ispmutagenic and ¢arcinogenic
‘in laboratory animals.

ood chain,
he s0il,

@}4 - LAND OF ENCHANTHENT ,

8
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&
Excerpts from the Testimony of

of Natural Resource Defense Fund
Before the Committee on Public
Works Subcommittee on Environmental
Pollution - United States Senate

February 10, 1977

This hearing marks the third ]
consecutive year in which the Con-
gress has been asked to consider
amendments to the Clean Air Act,

to weakern and delay the deadlines
and requirements set out more tHan
six years ago. In most areas of -
the country, our citizens are

still exposed to air that does

not meet the minimum federal health
standard for one or moré of the
regulated pollutants., Yet in

this context the loudest veices
remain those asking for more delay,
weaker standsards and gutting

amendments.
Many of these requests are TOw
cast in an arcane jargen -- "non-

attainment areas,” Yintermittent
controls", compliance date exten-
sions"™ -- apnd come cloaked in
reasoning that obscures what they
are all about: continued exposure

f millions of Americans to air

hat causes disease., Two years ago
PA released a study giving estimates
f what it would mean if the minimum
ational health standards remained
nmet through 1980. They concluded
hat between 1975 and 1980, the
ation's pecople would experience

-- 25,000 excess deaths
-- 160 million person-days
when the elderly would exper-
ience aggravationof heart
and lung dis€asés;
-- 50 million excess attacks of
asthma; P
.} -- 2-4 million_instances of
WWW“N%_”“wmwﬁﬁ%%?%%afﬁifafcfy disorders,
# such as croup, bronchitis,
: and pneumonia, among children
. -- 900,000 additional adults
: reporting persistent chreonic
respiratory disease symptoms
each vear.

Obviously, these figures are
ot precise, but they do pose
starkly the real issue as each
.industry asks for “relief"™,
For what is "relief" for industry
is not for our citizens. It is,
starkly put, additional unneces-
sary deaths and disease.
‘ Similarly, much has been. said
wfabout the costs to industry of
" Emeeting the Act's standards.
Though these have been grossly
exaggerated in many quarters, no
one-cani deny that pollution control
Will cost money. But the point
to remember is that these are
not costs you can wish away: they
111 be paid, regardless of what
you do. The question is not whe-
ther they will be paid, but to
hom -- manufacturers of pollution
ontrol equipment, or of hospital
equipment.

T. Auto Emissions Control

In 1970, the Congress mandated
five year schedule for reducing
he emissions of hydrocarbons (HC],
arbon monoxide (C)), and nitrogen
< Boxide (NOx) of 90% from the uncon-
o Jtrolled levels. Since then, despite
the fact that studies by disinter-
ested bodies such as the National

Academy of Sciences have repeatedly

shown that the standards could be
ihet with essentially no impact on
fuel economy, the companies
continue to refuse to meet them.

In the last Congress, they request-
ed yet another five year"freeze"

at present standards., and asked
that you permanently rescind’ the
90% control requirement for NOx.

12

Richard E. Ayers .

|CLN AIR ACT 1977 AMENDMENTS

When presented a generous COMPTo-
mise, they lobbied successfully

to kill your bill. As Senator

‘Muskie pointed out at the time,

the companies had thrown down the
gauntlet: give in or élse we will
close down. .

As the law now stands, the in-
dustry must meet statutory, stan-
dards for all three polliutants
in the model year 1978. Confident
that it has won its bluff with
you, the auto industry has pro-
ceeded to assume that they have
forced you to change the law.
Executives of the major auto
companies have publicly flaunted
their intention to ignore
the statutory standards, present-
ing cars to EPA that merely meet
1977 interim standards .

80 the questionh before you is
whether you or the auto industry
make public health policy for the
people of the United States. We
do not advocate that you close
down the auto industry. We do,
however, propose that you refuse
to capitulate by weakening and
delaying the statutery standards,
and we propose a measure that
will continue to apply pressure
ont the auto companies to meet
statutory standards without closing
down the industry. )

We propose you adopt a noncom-.
pliance penalty on-cars that fajl
to meet, the applicable statutory
standards’ on time.......

By adopting the penalty approach
Congress is freed to stick by an
action=forcing timetables and
standards, Thus we propose that
the Congress leave untouched -
the requirement that new car
emissions of HC and CG in the
model year 1978 shall be reluced
to the statutory standards. We
believe the industry already has
at hand technology that can ac-
complish thiy goal, and we believe

that with a serious effort the com-,

panies can install this technology
on, most if not all new 1978 models.

‘The technology for controlling

nitrogen oxides emission .to the
tevels required by the statutor»
standards is not sv widely demon-
strated, although as you know one
foreign manufacturer, Volvo, has
come very close to meeting the sta-
tutery standards with the 3-way
catalyst installed on its 1977
automobiles. For this reason,

we propose that 1978 model cars

be allowed to meet a standard  of

2.0 grams of NOyx per mile, which

is five :times higher emissions than
would be allowed under the statu-
tory requirements. Beginning in
model year 1979, we would require
all new cars to meet a NO, standard
of 1.0 grams per mile, a standard
still 2 1/2 times less stringent
than that in the statute. In

1980, we-propose reaching the
present ..4 standard,

.-++.As to the noncompliance penalty

c+sees.the first alternative we

propose is thet the funds generated'

from the fine be used as matching
grants to help fund their (polluted
cities} transportation control
plans..... A second alternative
would be to rebate the proceeds ‘
of the penalty to these who buy new
cars meeting the applicable stan-
dards,

‘| been lobbying heavily. The

Jrage.

STATUS of

STRIPMIHING REGULATIONS HR 2 & §?

The bills passed by congress
were weaker than previous bills
twice vetoed by Ford. Given
Carter's support, the bills
could have been stronger -
industry was out in force.

The House's version was stronger .
than the Senate's. House and
Senate conferees will be meet-
ing to work out a compromise.

f Issues to be resolved are - strip-
ing of alluvial valleys, giving
"small" operators delayed dead-
lines, requiring permission of
surface owners who do not have
subsurface rights, before min-
ing can take place. On June 30th
the conferees were very close
to being finished. Both houses
should be approving the conferee's
report sometime in July.

- et

'1977 AMENDHENTS TO CLEAN
AIR ACT

The House passed a version
of the Clean Air Act Amend-
ments that contains an amend-
ment {the Dingell amendment)
that extends the deadlines
for automobile emissiomns
cleariup. It also has an
amendment (Breaux amendment)
that allows significant de-
gradation near parks and
wilderness. This amendment
makes Intermountain Power
Project possible. The
Senate has passed a bill
that maintains the integrity
of the Clean Air Act. The
Senate and House must agree
on a compromise and the big
fight will be over auto emis-
.sions. The auto industry has

AMENDMERTS TG OUTER CONTINENTAL
SHELF ~ HR 1614 AND S 9

The 1933 law governing off-
shore drilling needs to be up-
dated to properly address pro-
blems raised by recent deeper
and more extensive offshore
drilling activities, Carter
supports the bill, What ori-
ginally promised to be strong
fbills may be being eroded by

industry 1chbying. The Senate
Energy and Natural Resources
Committee and the House Ad Hoc
Committee on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf are considering
the respective versions of the
bills. They may go to the floor
early in July. Debate points
are: exploration and development
leasing proceedures, more research,
citizen suits, state government
input, NEPA protection etc.

Senate -and House conferees will
meet later-in July. It is pos-
sible that the conferee report
will not be voted on before
the August recess. DOMENICI
IS ONE OF THE CONFEREES! If
you've been meaning to write a
letter about clean air, there
is still time to write
Domenici.

RARE IT - Continued from Page 1

roadless area review

is complete. -2) The public will then be asked to participate
in a general discursion about the final size and complexion

of the National Forest Wilderness System: How much Natfonal
Forest Wilderness should there be? ~Where should it be? What
types of ecosystems should be represented? What kinds of stan-
dards should be used to evaluate specific areas for inclusion?
There will no doubt be the inevitable discussions over the val-
ues of wilderness and various wilderness myths. Written com-
ments will be accepted until September 15. ‘

Durlng.thg fall and winter, the Forest Service will analyze
the public input and begin to develop alternative programs to
be considered in a possible draft environmental statement.

Tbere will probably be another round of public workshops in the
winter to rate and prioritize specific areas. We will be ask-
ed to help divide all the roadless ares into one of three cata-
gories: 1: Aregs that should be recommended for immediate wild-
erﬁes§ designation; 2. Areas that should be further studied
for wilderness recommendation; 3. 'Release’ areas that should
be dropped from any further wilderness consideration and be
available for resource development. -

_ During the summer of 1978, more public input, especially in
(the form gf fie}d studies, will be encouraged and then, in August,
1978, a final listing of the above 3 dategories for all roadless
areas in the nation will be developed, along with a final envir-
onmental impact statement. After this point. it still has not
been determined how the F.S5. will proceed. However, the, areas
22t§he 'immediate' list will be given to Congréss for its

ion. :

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Your participation in this process is probably the most signi-.
ficant action you will ever take, for the preservation of wild-
erness 1 the National Forests is being determined over this
next year., You can help in the following ways:

1. Participate in the public workshops 1listed on the cover
For more information on the areas to be discussed con-
tact Dave Foremen, a N.M.W.5.C. leader near you (see list on
activities page - p. 9), or the Forest Service 517 Gold Ave. S5.W.
Albug.,.87102,

2, Take part in field studies of these many roadless areas. We
have completed final boundary proposals for quite a few of these
areas; and hope to finaliZe our proposals for others this summer.
Sonme of the areas, however , we have no knowledge of. Your
help is needed to 1look at all of these areas -- to familarize
yourself with the areas already completed so you can support
them from a position of personal knowledge; to help finish studies
in other areas so we can present our recommendations to the
Forest Service; and to take a look at the 'unknown'.areas, so
we can determine if they qualify for wilderness .consideration
or not. Helping in wilderness field studies is fun and easy.

You can de it! For information on how to get involved contact
the N.M.W,$.C. leader near you (see list on page 9) or Dave

Foreman, P.0. Box 38, Glenwood, N.M. 88035.

Reprinted from_the New Mexico Wilderness 5tudy Committee Newslet-
ter and an article by Dave Foreman

i
ki




ENVIRONMENTAL BILLS-

as of June 30, 1977

PUBLIC WORKS APPROPRIATIONS BILL
FUNDING FOR WATER PRIJECTS 1973

Carter proposed withdrawing 1978
funding for 32 water projects.
The projects were generally envi:
ronmentally damaging, economically
unsound, and political favors.
C.A.P. and Hooker Dam were among
the original 32. The 32 projects

were compromised down to 18 projects.
Then the House rejected any fundding

cuts (however not by an overwhelm-
ing vaze). Carter retaliated
by threuacening to veto the appro-
priations bill. On .June 3Jth the
Senate was to vote on a compromise
bill. Predictions were that the
Senate would delete funding for
about 8 projects. Whatever the
Senate decided,the House and Senate
conferees will be meeting to come
-up with a compromise during July
and their report might go to both
houses for a vote. Carter neceds

BREEDER
(HR 6796 anp S, 13400

Despite Carter's disapprov-
al of the Breeder, Congress is
moving to fund the Clinch
River Breeder Reactor. Beth
houses have bills passed out
of committee with authoriza-
tion and full funding for the
Breeder. The Senate may vote
on the Breeder early in July.
{For more information, sce
S.C. Bulletin March - p. 12)

CLEAN WATER ACT AMENDMENTS

Hearings on the Clean
Water Act are presently being
held by the Senate Environ-
mental and Public Works com-
mittees. The hearings will
end in June. Floor votes on
the amendments probably won't
be heard before September.
Issues are: best available

HOUSE
Manuel Lujan is a member of

1.

Interior and Insular Affairs
and sits on its

-Energy and Environment
-Water and Power Resources’ *
subcommittees

2.

Science and Technology and sits

on its o ‘
~Development and Demonstration
subcommittees

CENATE
Peter Domenici is a member of
i. ’ .
Environment and Public Works
and sits on its
-Nuclear Regulation
-Water Resources

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES

fielow is a list of committees that New Mexico and Texas senators and re- o
presenatives are on, Committee members have a great deal of influence over

the bills that must pass through their committees. If you write to your
congressmen it is helpful to know their committees.

Harold Runnels is a member of

1.

Interior and Insular Affairs
-mines and mining
-special investigations

2.
Armed Services Committee
i

James Wright is & member of

1

Budget committee

Lloyd Bentsen is a member of

1. .

Environment and Public Works
and sits on its

letters of support because he may technology, better enforce- . - . A -Transportation )
decide to veto the bill. For more ment, toxic substances, better Transportations subcommitiees -Regional and Community Devel-
infermation on bill see S.C.Bulietin federal funding programs etc. 5 opment subcommittees :

May - page 24 or R.G. Sierran May
page 6. co o

EDANGERED wILUERHESS H.R, 3454

In a significant victory for
wilderness conservationists, the

House Subcommittee on Indian Affairs

and Public Lands has approved

14 areas for "instant wildermess
designation". 7 areas originally
in H.R. 3454 were rejected. New
Mexico's Rio Chama, Sandias and
Manzanos were approved.
spread public support, that gave
us the victory, needs to continue

as the bill battles its way through

the full committee, the House
and .the Senate. :
RS

Jrionac eneey pLan @R, 33
i ve ges0

Ca?ters energy plan is presently
being rewritten by the House Ways
and Means Committee and the House
Commerce Committee is working on
some related bills. His taxes
cn gasoline and incentives for
fuel efficient cars have been

The wide-

For more information see

5.C. Bulletin p. 14, February.
Senators Bensten and

Domenici are on the committee.

MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTION ACT
S 1550.

In the continueing saga of the
tuna industry vs. the dolphins,
the. House passed a compromise
measure succumping to industry
pressure. The bill increases
the number of marine mammals that

may be killed. However it pro-
vides better police measures

to make sure the quota 1is obeyed.
A far more superior bill, S§. 1550

~ will be presented in the, Senate.

RADIOACTIVE“HASTE

An admendment will be introduced
to the ERDA authorization act
that would give a state legis-
lature the authority to veto any
radioactive waste disposal sites
proposed for their state . This
amendment will have been Voted
on in the Senate by the time you
get this paper.

Energy and Natural Resources
and sits on its
-Energy Conservation and Regu-
lation
-Energy Research and Development
-Public iands and Resources
subcommittees

Kl

Bﬁdget Committee

Domenici is also assistant minority

whip

Harrison Schmitt is a member of:

ek

... L£ommerce, .Science_and. Trans-

’ portation wr-and:sits on 1its

~$cience Technology and Space
. subcommittee

Senators address: Senate 0ffice Building, Washingfon, D.C. 20510

:Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs

2.

Finance Committee - and sits on
-Pcivate Pension and Employee ..
Fringe Benefit subcommittee

John Towers

1.
Banking,Housing and Urban Affairs

and sits on its
-Financial Institutions subcom-
mittee

2.
Armed Services Committee

Congressmen address: House Office Building, Washingtom, D.C. 20515

Senators and Congressmén may be called via the Capitol operator: (202)224-3121
Call the local offices inexpensively. Your message will be relayed. .

Senator Harrison Schmitt

Santa Fe

988-6647

Congressman Manuel Lujan -
Santa Fe 988-6521

e,

ejected. Alternative energy, OTHER BILLS ; Albuquerque 766~ 3636 Albuquerque 766-2538
: g’;i ?.f“:at 1%“ in bu11d1ng§ andb In this congress -one can expect Senator Pete Domenici Las Vegas 4257838
farine bzgtorm miasures ave egnd to see a bill calling for re- ° Santa Fe 988-6511 Congressman Harold Runnels
£ er. letters are meeded.  f5rm of the 1872 mining law, Albuquerque 766- 3481 Lovington 396-2252
a bill to proiect more wild : Roswell 622-9272 Las Cruces 363- 3400 2r
rivers, and a bill asking for Las Cruces 523-7433 Congressman Richard White
subsidies of synthetic fuels. ] Paso 915)543-7650
_ SLOBEVECHISE o ; ?
On corpmittee, Bel_ns;-n' introduced amendments which would:have allowed no § VOTING RECORD
gﬁadlﬁngs bXdWhICh areas would have to meet ambient air standards! All §
ey had to do was make some progress, however small, Domenici was a 2 15 "BARCHETER' : GAINST US
leader in overtutrning the .Bentson ameﬁ&ment, for which we are grateful. ¢ SUE = NO VOTE HITH US AGAINST US
House Final Bill [Lujan Wright Runnels
How Can You Ever Find Bentsen
nd Out Senate Hart Amend. Domenici
What Is Happening With Schmitt
Environmental Issues Kater Projects
and What the Sterra Club is Doing? (SupportingCarter]
House Runnels Wright
By Subscribing to the : i }-Lujan
National News Report. Senate
THAT'S HOW!
) Clean Air
The National News Report is issued about 35 times Significant
ayear, usually weekly during sessions of Conaress. deterioration Wright N 3
House Breaux Lujan
It tells you what is happening in Congress Amend . Runnels
and araund the country. ] - T
It tell HOW YOU CAN HELP by ALL THIS FOR ONLY $10 A YEAR Senate Stevens Domenici | Schmitt
elis you = by writing Subscribe now by filling cut this coupon Amend. Bentsen Tower
. letters or by contacting your elected officials. . emrambaer ek ey namane
ENNRI Subscription m’:m B""‘rs"'l San F"“‘mmlgfw Auto Emissious ]
It reports on what Sierra Club chapters and groups National News Report House Dingel Lujan
are doing around the nation to protect Amend . Runnels Wright
the environment. Preyer Wright
Add: i Amend. Runnels Lujan
It reaches you by First Class mail Senate Baker
with all the latest news. Amend. Domenici | Schmitt
) Bentsen Tower

13
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;QAPODACA DOES NOT SEEK RAD-WASTE VETO
*
*

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
EXNVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT BOARD

PO. Bux 2338
Santy Feo Now Mevica §73503

The Yonorable Jerry Apodaca
Governor, State of New Mexico
Execetive Legislarcive Building
Santa Fe, %ew Mexico 87503

Dear Governor Apodaca:

In recent months the Environmental Improvement Board has
followed reports on the ERDA Waste Isolation Pilot Project near
Carlshad with concerned interest. During this time several
citizens and groups “have sought the assistance of the Board in
¢urtailing the project until its effect on our environment can
be ascertained, though the Board has no such authority.

The Governor of a state can, however, petition the federal
government for formal veto power over such projects in his state.
Gavernor William Milliken of Michigan has asked for, and received,
such authority over similar projects within his state.

The testimony before the Beard is that the Governor of this
state should have the power to cause personnel of the WIPP project
TG ccease operation, at any stage of its development, in order tu
allew.rime for study and investigation of procedures and potential
~dingers to the health of New Mexico citizens. This testimony also
indicates that the Governor should request the power of veto over
the encire project and the power to prohibit its presence in
Rew Mexico should that project be found unsafe or undesireable by
bis Technical Excellence Commitree, Environmental Improvement
Agency, Envircnmental Protection Agency, or other responsible
efencies and individuals.

The Environmmental Improvement Board, having been apprised
of the potential harm a high level radiocactive waste site in
wew Mexico may have on future penerations, respectfully recommends
that rhe Gevernoer of New Mexieo request the power of veto over
the EZRDA Waste Isoclatcion Pilot Froject in the Carlsbad area from
arpropriate federal officials. Should you desire additional
information on the subject the Board will be pleased to assist
in any way possible.

Sincerely,

KEXNETH G., BROWN, Chairman

*
¥
*
¥ : StaTE oF NEW MEXIGO
¥ OFFIZe =F “~Z SEVIRNOR
¥ Saxra Fx
* E7zc2
3+-Januy Aropaca June 17, 1977
* SLIEHNTH
*
*
*
¥
*
&“aé Mr. Kenneth Brown
Chairman .
Eavironmental Improvement Board
P. 0. Box 2348

Sanca Fe, New Mexico 87503

Dear Mr. Brown:

Thank you very much for your recent letter indicating the recommendation
of the EIB that I request Power of veto over the ERDA Isolaticn Pilot
Project near Carlsbad.

1 do not believe such a request is wise at this time. TFirst of all, the
veto pewer attributed to Governor Milliken concerned Project Seafarer,
2 project which prompted me to request similar veto power.

The veto power offered to Governor Milliken in Michigan seemed to me to
be more of a persomal authority offered by President Ford to his home
scare. T do not believe President Carter is disposed to grant such
authority over nuclear disposal.

Tt is cur feeling that ERDA is working cooperatively with New Mexlco in
reeping us advised of the Carlsbad project. I have believed that the
proper position for me to take is one of concerned neutrality, awaiting
the evidence hefore taking a firm position. This issuve, in my opinion,
shouid be decided on the seientific considerations, not the political con-
s@quences.

1 appreciate your concern, and you may rest assured I will keep it in mind
should we feel such a request is necessary.

Singerel

existing wilderness proposals tot-
alling 24 million acres pending
before Congress,
recommended four new National
Park wilderness areas, including
‘three in Utah...Arches, Canyon-
lands, and Capitol Reef.

attention to the Aravaipa Canyon
in Arizona, which would be the
first wilderness area on Bureau
of Land Management land.

proposals already being consider-
ed by Congress, he recommended
enlarging the following Western
wilderness areas or study areas:
Idaho and Salmon River Breaks in
Idaho, Guadalupe Escarpment Wild-
erness in New Mexico and Texas,
Beartooth-Absaroka in Montana and
Wyoming, and the wilderness in
the Grand Canyon National Park

in Arizona.

flowing rivers have been desig-
nated as part of tHe National.
‘Wild and Scenic Rivers System,
Carter recommended that segments
of eight rivers be added to the

§ s¥ystem and that. 20 river seg- .
ments be studied before they are
damned, channelized, or damaged
by unwise devélopment.

ments of the following Western
Tivers to the system:
River in Idaho, Dolores River in
Colorado, and Salmon River in
Idaho.

study of the following Western
rivers:
Green River in Utah, Sweetwater

dent Carter's environmental pes-
sage delivered May 23, saying it
marked "the sharp
vironmental matters since Theo-
dore Roosevelt (who created the
national
ident."

culariy innovat
endorse several
proposals now in Congress,
most important direct impacts
will likely be through the execu-
tive orders on floodplains, wet-
lands,
which do not
by Congress.

HIGH COUNTRY NEWS COMMENTS o
CARTER'S ENVIRONMENTAL MESSAGE

Envirenmental River in Wyoming, Yellowstone
River in Wyoming and Montana,
Salt River in Arizomna, Gulkans
River in Alaska, Delta River in
Alaska, and the Madison River

in Montana.

Water Polic

Sen. HatcE‘s fear that Carter
wants to stifle development in
the West, however, may have
been inspired more by the Pres-
ident's statement on water
policy than upoen his wilderness
and wild river ideas. Carter
directed the Secretary of In-
terior to prepare a nationwide
evaluation of the water supply
needs and availability for de-
velopment of various energy re-
sources. The President's Coun-
€il on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) explained that Carter
thinks these uses of water may
"impose unacceptable cumulative
demands, particularly in water-
short regions.”

The water policy reform will
also mean more attention to en-
vironmental and indirect econo-
mic costs from water development
projects. A joint study by the
CEQ and two other federal agen-
cies on water policy is to be
completed within six months.

Te protect water quality, Car-
ter recommended that Congress
authorize $4.5 billion in each
.of the next 10 years for muni-
cipal waste water treatment
facilities.

ists hailed Presi-
est 'shift on ‘efi-

parks system) was Pres-
While it did not include partj-
ive ideas, it diqd
controversial

Its

and off rgad vehicles,
have to be approved

Endorsing zll of the over 70

Carter also

He alsoc recommended immediate

In addition to the wilderness

Mining Leasing
Many environmental and mining
groups waited with interest to
hear details of Carter's re-
commendations for mining of
both coal and hardrock minerals.
The effects of his statement on
both are expect.
ficant in the W
Carter agrced with Western
environmental groups' conten-
tion that 16 billion tons of
federal coal is already under
lease. The federal government
normally responds to this argu-
ment against further leasing by
saying that production on these
leases is extremely limited.
Existing leases were not cover-
ed by most of the provisiens of
the new leasing program that
went into effect last year since
they were "grandfathered" out.

Lamenting that only 19 free-

Carter proposed adding seg-

Bruneau

He also proposed designating

Gila River in New Mexico,

APODACAS ACTIONS CRITICIZED

"The -
ity, on

uestion is not whether to exercise the veto author-
y whéther to seek it and place the state in a de-
cisive role on this vital question. States do have the uil-
‘timate responsibility to protect the health and safety of
their citizens. This is .nota theoretical question when
considering nuclear wastes. The federal government's
Hanford Washington waste storage site is an example of the
kind of dangers that can develop. The Columbia River in
that state is now considered the most radioactive river in
the world.....

The Governor's reasons in his letter refusing to seek
authority over the WIPP Project are a smoke screen and are
‘misleading. Other states have sought control over radio-
‘active waste disposal.

One ERDA offical has already made a public statement say-
ing they would not put the waste disposal site here if the
state did not want it. The Governor must acknowledge his
role and the role of the state in that decision.

We call on the Governor to reconsider his position.

We urge the people of the state to write to Governor
Apodaca and express their desire that the state reserve
veto power over this project.

And finally we ask that the Governor face up to his legal
and moral responsibilities and insure that the people of this
state will play a decisive role in the waste disposal pro-
ject proposed by ERDA.™ :

From a press release of: . -
Southwest Research and Information Center
P, 0. Box 4524

Albuquerque, New Mexico




TO CONGRESS

Carter directed Interior Sec-
stary Cecil Andrus to take
appropriate action' on exist-
ng leases, to assure that they

(11 be developed in a “timely
id environmentally acceptable
inner.” He suggested Andrus
wuld offer to exchange environ-
mtally unsatisfactory leases
)T environmentally acceptable
jal lands of equivalent value
‘', as a last resort, condemn
te leasing rights upon payment
! reasonable compensation if
:cessary to prevent environment-
. damage. Congress would have
} pass a law zllowing such con-
mnation powers.
Andrus is not to lease any new
‘act until he is satisfied that
le environmental impact of min-
ig would be acceptable and that
e federal government will re-~
:tive a fair market value for
1e lease,
if Congress approves the re-
yrms that Carter sugpgests for
irrock mining laws, the federal
wwernment will have the power
y use similar leasing procedures
yr.minerals such as uranium,
y1d, silver, iron, copper, lead,
inc, etc. Presently, under the
ining taw of 1872, anyone who
ints to mine on public.land.can
:quire exclusive rights by sim--
ly filing £iling a notice of
1aim in the local county court-
ouse. The government can't rTe-
‘use a mining permit and lacks
lear .authority to establish
iy environmental standards to
jrotect public lands, according
.0 the CEQ. | o .
BIM officials have said pri-
vately that the proposed leasing
system will protect the public
but will tend to discriminate
against individual prospectors
who can't afford to bid for the
resource in a competitive system
and who can't afford proper re-
clamation procedures.

ORV's, Predators

Carter 's executive order on
off-road vehicles seemed to
generate the most interest from
the public. The actual impact
of the order, however, will de-
pend largely on each federal
lznd manager's interpretation
of it.

Carter said that whenever the

head of an agency determines
that use of off-road vehicles

(ORV's) will cause or is causing

"“considerable adverse effects on
the soil, vegetation, wildlife,
wildlife habitat, or cultural

or historic resources" of parti-
cular areas or trails, he shall
immediately close that area to
the type of vehicles that are
causing the damage. He may open
the area again if he determines
that the adverse effects have
been eliminated.

Carter said he supports the
executive order. prohibiting rou-
tine use of poisons for killing
predators on public lands and
that he favors focusing on the
individual predators causing the
problem rather than on the
species.

Enterilig an even more contro-
versial arena, Carter stated
his support for the Endangered
Species Act, asking that all
critical habitat be identified
as soon as possible,

Floodplains
In another executive order,

Carter announced that the fed-
eral government will also no
longer subsidize development in
floodplains. While Congress is
considering legislation to gut
even the present limitations on
development in floodplains,
Carter ordered more stringent

- controls.

Wetlands . ]

s a boost to other wildlife
species, Carter groposed a bud-
get increase of §295 million for
wildlife refuges and an increase
of $50 million over the next
five years to purchase wetlands.

In addition, he announced the
federal government will no
longer "subsidize" the -destruc-
tion of wetlands. He issued an
executive order directing.all
federal agencies not to give any
financial support to proposed
developmentsiin’wetlandsunless: .
the agency determines that ''no
practicable alternative sites
exist."

Reprinted from the:
HIGH COUNTRY NEWS
BOX X .

Lander, Wyoming 82520

30 days.

‘adjoining lands.
«continue through 1878.

FERAL BURRO
REDUCTION AT BANDELIER

The Park Service in N.M. has

recently been placed in the diffi-

cult position ©F hdving to shoot
66 feral burros at Bandelier.
The burro's were overgrazing a
large section of Bandelier.

ural Resource Management 5.W. Re-

gion of the National Park Service
in which he explains to an estran-

ged citizen the reasons for the
shootings. The Sierra Club
offically supports the Park
Service and commends the South-

west Office for their sincere ef-

forts to involve the public and
to find a decent solution to the
problem. Those people appreci-
ationg their efforts could help
by writing a letter to William
Whalen, Director of the Nation-
al Park .Service, Washington D.C.

Excerpts From Letter

“We are fully aware of the contro-
versial nature of a burro reduc-

tion program and our obligation

for keeping the public informed. We,
therefore prepared an emnvironmental

assessment on-the subject.... and

presented alternative actions at
a publicized public workshop on Dec.

15, 1976....

.+« Based upon the above respoase
from_ the public, we published
our intentions as follows: Step
one would be to provide for a

30 day live trapping and removal
program to test that alternative.

-This program was initiated in

February and 19 special use p
permits were issued. A total

of only nine burros were removed

at a cost of 340 man-hours per

animal; this included an extention

of this program for an additional
We consider this alter-
native unsuccessful.

Step two was to develop & pro-

gram with the U.5. Forest Service, -

within the Southwest corner of

the Monument, to continue research

studies to determine burro move-
ments ‘and distribution within the
This study will
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What
follows are excerpts from a letter

by Roland H. Wauer, Chief of Nat-

Step three--direct reduction by

shooting-- was to take place east
of the study area and only if step

one did not succeed. And this

For safety reasons,
visitors would no longer be using
the backcountry of the park.

La MESA FIRE

This is where we stood on the

program would not take place until
wintertime.

issue when the La Mesa Fire sever-

1y burned the upper one-third of
Bandelier National Monument. The
fire destroyed much of the deer
and' elk summer range and forced
many of these animals into their

winter range and direct competition

with burros. I
had convinced us that this lower

Research previously

range already was in very pooTr con-
dition from longtime use by burros.

Researchers also compéred small mam-

mal

and bird populations in simi-

lar habitats on burro range against

areas not utilized by burros.

Popu-
lations of small mamals were only

one-half as great on the burro range

as on burro-free range. So song

birds had been reduced by 24% on

burro range, or 258 birds per 100

acres on burro range compared with

338 birds per 100 acres on burro-
Tange.

free:

We believed that unless we

took immediate action that the win-
ter time mortality of burros, deer
and elk would be unavoidably high.
We prepared a park-wide rehabili-
tation plan that included the reduc-

of burros from the deer and elk
winter range. On Wednesday, June

29, we announced to the news media

our intention to immediately reduce ..

the burro popultion to relieve the
inevitable over use of winter range.

By noon, Friday, when the reduc-
tion activities ceased, the burro
population had been reduced by 66
animals ...

The National Park Service is the
only land-managing agency that be-
lieves in full preservation of the

natural processes.
managing agencies follow policies
that reélate to multi-use of their
resources. Park Service mandates
established by Congress directly

includes the elimination of all

exotic species, whether they be

non-native plants or animals. It

is that quideline that we follow
in managing less than 1% of the
iand within the United States.

All other land-

"It is our sinceré purpose tG com

ply with the Congressional Man-
dates that quide the management
of the Naitonal Park System,

while at the same time Dbe totally

candid with the American public.

We believe in our actions and that

anyone understanding the details

of the situation will support the

program.

% x

SHARE YOUR TALENT

We need your help to make the 2io
Grande Sierran a better paper. We

need ARTISTS to help with layout
and design. We need WRITERS tO

help create articles and we need
TYPISTS, ~We need people to send

in pOEMS, PHOTOS & SKETCHES, We

will be running a trail guide sec-

tion in each mewspaper - we need
HI¥ERS who are willing to share
their knowledge with others.
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ROADLESS AREA REVIEW AND
EVALUATION '
RARE Workshops Scheduled

Workshops have already been held in Carlsbad, Cuba, Silver
City, Albuquerque, and Las Vegas,New Mexico. A workshop
has been held in E1 Paso.

PLACE TIME LOCATION

T Ons R NM 7-10 pm Hot Spring HS, Cafeteria

20 Alamogordo, NM 7-10 pm Holiday Inn

26 Grants, NM 7-10 pm Grants State Bank
27 Magdalena, NM 7-10 pm Ranger Station

28 Mountainair, NM 7-10 pm Ranger Station

Aug 1 Reserve, NM 7-10 pm Reserve HS, Cafeteria

2 Clayton, NM 7-10 pm Clayton Airport

3 Santa Fe, NM 7-10 pm Sheraton Inn

4 Las Cruces, NM 7-10 pm NM State, Corbett Center Ballroor
8 Taos, NM 7-10 pm Carson NF, Supervisor's Office
16 Albuquerque, NM 7-10 pm Sheraton 01d Town

ification program and public input, selected those roadless areas which seem-
ed most suitable for formal wilderness study. !

As a result of the thorough going bias against wilderness and for resource
exploitation in RARE, most ot the roadless areas identified were not selected
for wilderness study. Of the 56 million acres identified as roadless on the
National Forests (1449 separate tracts) only 12.3 million acres (274 areas)
were selected for wilderness study -- and manyof these areas had already been
scheduled for study as possible additions to Forest Service primitive areas,

Conservationists have protested the inadequacy and bias of RARE ever since
1972 and have take their case to Congress several times, culminating in the
Endangered American Wilderness Act (HR 3454 and S 1180) of this year.

Under Gerald Ford, the Adminstration generally opposed significant wilder-
ness expansion, but Jimmy Carter was elected on an environmental platform that
strongly supported. a large wilderness system. Secretary of Agriculture,
Rupert Cutler (a former Asst. Executive Director of the Wilderness Society),
in testimony on the Endangered Wilderness Act before the House Interior Com-
mittee, not only expressed Administration support for the bill, but also
announced that the Forest Service would undertake a new roadless area review
and evaluation. We have a superb opportunity now with a more friendly ad-
ministration to insure that more of the presently roadless and undeveloped

lands on the National Forests will be protected as wilderness.




