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Well, it's an election year and
that means that the Sierra Club's political
committees are looking at the candidates

(" ANNUALFUND )
APPEAL UPDATE

~ The Box Score, to date:
-Donations Dollars _
1996 132 $4555
Compare: -
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1995 161

The message: Less

donors, less dollars.
A big "thank you

to

all who have contributed.
, Em are 2m= behind

our momu_.m %ocﬁmémﬂ\ tmade
your contribution yet, please
consideryour gift. Wewould
like' to ‘include you as a

Partner in Activism.
g
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mental Politics in New Mexico and West Texas

apter Gears Up for an __%o:ma Election Year

and deciding on endorsements. This
year, ail races will be critical, as we try to
reverse the anti-environmental trend of
the 1994 election.

Soouthern New Mexico
Look to Las Cruces for the
election with the greatest potential to
improve environmental politicsin New
Mexico. Shirley Baca is there. Shirley
Baca carried aSierraClub endorsement
in her two terms as a State
Representative. Now she springs
unopposed through the June Primary
Election to; try .to_wrestle the 2nd
Congressional District seat away from
three-term Congressman Joe Skeen.
The League of Conservation
Voters, in its NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD,
regards any score below 30 as an
"environmental zero," For each of his’
terms, it has registered Rep. Skeen at4,
3,and 0. His most recent rascality is
aproposition to turn overElephant Butte
State Park to the local Conservancy

Gov, Johnson, Coming down from Utah
to help him has been environmental
meanie, no&mwmmmn_ub Jim Hansen.

If Ms. Baca is elected, Smﬁ.um
have more than a change in

congressional counting. Her election

would turn heads in the State.

Legislature, encourage Sen. Bingaman
torevisitsomecormnersof closed thought,
discourage - Sen. Domenici’s
participation in the War on the West,
back-up Rep. Richardson's great
commitment, and help Albuquerque's
Rep. Schiff to accelerate hisincremental
environmental enlightment.

The above public servants
have the following ratings on the
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
SCORECARD: Sen. Bingaman, 49, 62,
86; OSen. Domenici, 7, 10, 7; Rep.
Richardson, 96,100, 92; and Rep. Schiff,
18,22, 27, Read it again, remembering
92__G&oﬁwo_mmmmzﬁnoggnm_wmno

El Paso

TheElPaso Group hasa "small
but dedicated" Political Committee that
breathes a Texan confidence no New
Mexican political committee can claim.
That'sjust thewayitis. Andonlyathird
of their Political Committee comes from
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‘experienced,

the ExCom. The committee is trying to
recruit acouple of Hispanics. ElPasois
75% Hispanic.

Spring comes early in El Paso.
The Primary Elections were on March 12,
and when it rains, they have a Ran-off
Election. This year it rained on the run-
off. TheTexas 16th Congressional District
race was important because of the
retirement of environmental champion
Rep. Ron Coleman (Environmental
Scorecard: 72, 91, 100). The Group
invested significantly in Club-endorsed
Jose Luis Sanchez, who reached the run-
off, and nearly wonit. Byjusta thousand
votes, Silvestre Reyes became the man
likely to go to Washington. The Group
leadership believes Mr. Reyes may be

receptive to our message. He should be, .
if only because Jose Luis Sanchez carried
an environmental message to within a '

thousand and one votes of winning. We
win not just by winning, but by being in
the game. -

From the Texas Legislature's
29th Senate District, the Rio Grande Tex-

of Peggy Rossimn. ay are p
pokingaround the run-offherd to cutout
someocne for the Sierra Club brand.

Sowith local resultsclear, anda .
* “positive response in hand, our El Paso
" SBierrans look: toward a November

m:oﬁmo$n between well-financed Sen.
Phil Gramm (Scorecard: 10, 3 ,'7), an
affront to environmentalists, and Victor
Morales, who surprised the big state by
winning a primary election from long-
term Congressman John Bryantof Dallas.
Mr. Morales picked up his votes by
driving around the state in his pick-up
truck.

Albuguerque

Up north, the Ew:pﬁmﬁcm
Group obtained approval from the
Chapter Executive Commitiee to "fast-
track” endorsements for 14 State
legislators. Here they are: SENATORS
by District Number: 10, Janice Paster; 16,
Cisco McSorley (changing from House
18);17, Shannon Robinson; 18, Ann Riley;

21, Tom Wray; 22, Leonard Tsosie; and -

29, Michael Sanchez.
REPRESENTATIVES by District

Number: 5, Robert Pederson; 10, Henry |

"Kikki" Saavedra; 15, Ray Sanchez; 21,
Mlimi Stewart; 22, Jerry Lee Alwin; 25,
Janice Picraux; and 65, James Roger
Madalena. Time to scramble for your
district.

The Albuquerque Group is also
now picking a new Political Committee
Chairperson so Ron Grotbeck can more
readily focus on State elections. In the
meantime, the new chairperson gets to
organize consideration of candidates in
another dozen legislative races. And, the
Group has done some political hiking,
hanging campaign literature on district
doorknobs, Club members from Santa Fe
joined the effort.

Santa Fe

In Santa Fe, the Group is aglow
with politically and environmentally
knowledgeable leaders,

| eightof whom in two recent sessions of

inventive cooperation prepared an 18-
part questionnaire for State Legislature
candidates. Thirty-one copieshavebeen
mailed to Northern N.M. legislative
candidates, and additional copies were
sentto Club politicalleaders around the
State for inspiration, or for piracy.

The Political Committee now
has 10 members; we expect to gather
more. Four members have previously
chaired the Committee, which can thank
itsimmediately preceding chairman, Ken

'

{con’t on page 16)

Ghapter ExGom and
Gonservation
Committees Meet
June 1 and 2, 1996
at The Gommons on
Alameda

in Santa Fe
Potluck Supper, 6:30 pm,
June 1

All Memhers Welcome
CGall Chair Van Perkins for
details and free lodging
information, 505-983-8801
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"AWord From the Chair

by Van L. Perkins

I'write thison April 21, John Muir's

birthday. Tomorrow, April 22, is Earth
‘Day. The conjunction of the two dates has
*aspecial meaning for Sierra Club members.

It is almost as if Earth Day was set to take’

special noté of Jotin Muir’s key role in the

"1 long series of events that led up toit. And
“iF T itshould Aind usof the continuing, crucial

role the organization he founded—the Si-
* erra Clilb—is playing ina determined effort

to make sure that future Earth Days will be A
causes for celebration, not occasions for

mourning what we have lost.

A year ago, it seemed likely that

those who would reverse more than a
hundred years of effort to protect the
environment would have their way. Now
the prospects are considerably brighter.

" With only a handful of setbacks—the
salvage logging rider comes to mind—we
are now in a position to win this War on the
Environment. We can win because you, the
members of the Club, have sent a clear and

' strong message to your representatives in
government: Their attempt to destroy your
right to a safe and healthy environment,
and to enjoy your public lands, is not
acceptable.

Stan Greenberg, President
Clinton’s pollster, recently noted thatissues
of most concern to the public, since the last
election, had been social and economic

issues, especially Medicare and Social |

Security. ' This winter, that changed.

'Protecting the environment became the'

number one issue, Greenberg found, and
both the President and the Congress have
responded accordingly.

That does not mean we have won!
Weneed to be make sure thatprotecting the
environment continues to be the broad

message. And weneed to fighteachindividual
battle as the wrecking crew in this Congress
continues to press its agenda, Hardly a day
goes by without an urgent cry for help in

‘stopping onebad idea oranother. Irestalittle
- easier knowing there are so many of you

willing to help. Thank you for that, and for

** your patience as you areliterally bombarded

with requests. . S
" " Thanks, too, to you who have recently

- joined the effort, in part in response to this

column. I have talked with all' of 'you
personally; and I am impressed with your
dedication. (If you have not heard from me,
it is because I did not receive your coupon—
or whatever. Please try again. I do not want
to miss anyone!) - . S

Ifyou havenotpreviously responded,
please do so now.’ As I said in the last issue,
the Club’s ability to make a difference always
depends on the ability of our membership to
makeitself heard. But we never have enough
individuals who are willing to join the effort.
So please join us. Become an: ACTIVIST
FOR THE EARTH!

Fill out the “coupon” you will find
below. Mail it to me at Rt. 19 Box 128H, Santa
Fe , NM 87505. (Or, if you prefer, call me at
505-983-8801.) I promise youIwill personally
contact you to learn something about your

‘interests, the level of involvement you would

feel comfortable with, and how we mightbest

- communicate with you. You choose the level

and kind of activity: write a letter, make a
telephone call, or whatever. Thatis all thereis
to it, but the'outcomie of this war depends on

‘such efforts. - &

A REMINDER: If you have not yet
sentina contributioninresponse to ourrecent
(once ayear) appeal, please dosonow. Money
is second only to people in this war.

Yes! 1want to become an Activist for the Earth. Twantto hear from you, i

1996 Legislature Finally Ends

by Doug Fraser, Sierra Club Hbgm:.mm

As was reported in the last Sierran,
anew trails bill was amended in committee
and supported by both political parties and
the Administration. Tt passed both houses
without one dissenting vote. But then, the
Governor changed his mind. His primary
reason for this, as stated inhis veto message,
is that the bill places “onerous and litigious
environmental restrictions. . .” on the trails
program. (Emphasis, mine.) Ohwell, even
his wife’s bills get vetoed.

We should take note of the brief
flare-up of activity at the Special Session
when Sen. Tom Rutherford (D-Bernalillo)
introduced SJM 1 to “expedite” the transfer
of the regulation of oil and gas hazardous
wastes from the Environment Department

“ Van, so I can learn how to help.

|
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to the Energy, Mineralsand Natural Resources
Department. A true "fox guarding the hen
house" scenario. During a rather hectic 24~
hour period, withan assist from Environment
Department Secretary Mark Weidler and
Gregory Green of the Conservation Voters
Alliance, we wereable to convince the Senator
to withdraw the proposal. He did so on the
Senate floor and apologized for any
misunderstanding. He originally thought it
was inocuous but, following a Senate Rules
Committee hearing, became convinced it was
abad idea.
So ends the 1996 Legislative fray.



Ireturned recently from an
~ annual meeting of professional
- archaeologists where a number of
the papers delivered and theories
discussed have set me to thinking,
and worrying, about the state of
things environmentally. :
~ Much " of what
archaeologists do, and write about,

involves the environment, Thereatre -

two reasons for this: First,
environmental variables are
relatively easy to discern in the
prehistoric record. Tree-rings tell us
agreatdealaboutchangesin climate,
such as the onset of a drought, over
alongperiod of time. Pollenanalyses
reveal what plants were in bloom,
when, and how frequently. Animal
bones talk of wildlife. Human
artifacts talk of agriculture.
Secondly, the environment
played a huge role in all prehistoric,
and most historic, people’s lives.
Living "close to the land" really
meant something a thousand years
ago. In order for an archaeologist to
truly understand a culture, he or she
mustconie to grips with the dynamic
of human-environment interaction.
In many ways it is the key to what
happened so many years ago. I
believeitis auseful key forus today.

The Lesson of Prehistory
Contrary to popular
expectation, - what most

archaeologists will tell you about
therelationship between prehistoric
cultures and the environmentisthis:

E@ioaoﬁw _.mu.wwnmomwzw-mb -

take between nature and culture, it.

- was mostly take-take-take by
humans. Most often prehistoric
peoples would move into a

particularregion, exhaust itsnatural-

resources--water,wood, and wild
game--and move on. It was a cycle
as “natural” as the seasons.
Sometimes this cycle took
two centuries, sometimes it took a
lot less. Sometimes it ended
spectacularly, such as what
happened at Chaco Canyon, where
a rapid rise in population put
tremendous stress on scarce natural
resources, When Chaco Canyon
entered a prolonged drought the
whole social structure collapsedina
heap. Communities broke up and
scattered across the landscape. A
grand experiment in social
aggregation, much like what we are

trying todayin ourbig cities, proved

environmentally unsustainable.

Thearchaeological recordis
replete with similar stories of boom-
and-bust. Prehistoric New Mexico,
in fact, can be viewed as one long
migration flowing from northwest
to southeast, with communities
flourishing and expiring in regular
order according to differing rates of
environmental exhaustion. Ask an
archaeologist. This cyclewasbroken
only by the arrival of the Spanish
and enforced settlement.

From my own experience
as an archaeologist, reinforced by
whatIhave read and heard over the
years, the lesson of prehistory
appears to be this: humans are
predisposed to short-sighted
exploitation of natural resources.

Unless a social or environmental
checkisputinto place somehow, such
as economic self-restraint, or a
drought, the human inclination to
take-take-take and damn the
consequences will cause ecological
damage and social displacement. Itis
a lesson we have refused to learn, or
chosen consciously to ignore.

Moderation
.Everything; as Einstein once

~ despaired, has changed except the

way we think. This especially applies
to technology--anotherareaofintense
archaeological  investigation.
Resource exploitation was tolerable

in prehistoric times because

populations were small, open space
was abundant, and technology was
simple. Of course all three of these
conditions have changed profoundly
by 1996, but none more than technol-
ogy. Our ability to affect nature by
technical means has leaped forward
by light-years. Qur thinking,
however, remains Neolithic,. Tech-
nology-bashing, of course, is not the
answer to our current conundrum--
despite its faddishness. Instead, our
thinking needs to evolve. We need to
come to grips with our
predispositions, and profligate habits,
and make decisions about how we
want to live our lives. We don’t need
to roll back technology, as some
suggest. Rather, we need to roll
forward our thinking and priorities:
reuse our waste, for example; open
space over "No Trespassing” signs;

I think one answer is
moderation.. This is a radical idea,
when you think about it. Everything
inourculture points directly atexcess:
eat what you want, buy more than
you can afford, curse public officials
as loudly as possible, expose every
fetish on TV talk shows. There is
nothing too outrageous anymore.
Urged on by TV advertisements, we
seem to have thrown all restraint,
and caution, to the wind.

Soitiswith the environment.
Regulations that protect the safety of
our air and water have suddenly,
according to some lawmakers
(“lawbreakers” would be more
accurate), become “burdens.” They
are obstacles to future growth and
profit, i.e., continued excess and
waste. They are impediments to the
American Dream, now only
affordable by a small handful of
citizens. The environment, it seems,
has come to symbolize a wet blanket
to a society determined to just “Do
1t.” e

That's all right.
Environmentalism’s lesson is, or
should be, moderation and self-
restraint. Moderation is not the same
thing asamonasticlife, ora Neolithic
one, however, Rather, it means
putting strong curbs on our appetites
~less growth, less consumption, and
generally treading more lightly. It
means breaking our predisposition
to take-take-take. It means giving
something back, and slowing down.
ﬁ means nrmbmmmm Em Sm% we think

The
Uneasy
Chair

Courtney White

Santa Fe Ski Expansion Halted

The head of the U.S. Forest Service in the
Southwest, Regional Forester Charles "Chip" Cartwright,
ordered Santa Fe National Forest Supervisor Al Defler to
review his December decision to permit Santa Fe Ski Co.
to expanditsoperationsby 231 acresinto the Big Tesuque
Basin, a bowl-shaped watershed immediately mocm._ of

the existing ski area.

Cartwright identifiedpossible adverse impacts

.In his decision notice, Cartwright indicated that he
preferred Alternative 3, the option initially chosen by Defler in
March 1994, It would permit the ski area only a small expansion
within the watershed it currently occupies.

"Alternative 3 gives (the) Santa Fe Ski Co. and the
Forest Service a point to begin making changes that will greatly

" enhancevisitor enjoymentand safety,” Cartwright wrote. Defler

originally saw Alternative 3 as a compromise solution, but

on the religious activities of Tesuque and Nambe Pueblos.
as the main reason behind his decision. He noted that
Defler had tried to reduce the impact on cuitural sites in
and near the Big Tesuque, but that "the Pueblos did not

feel that the u.mmmmmob plan adequately addressed their -

broader concerns."

Defler had msbocsomm in December that he
supported Alternative 4, an expansion option that calls
forbuilding a chairliftin the Big Tesuque. Inhis decision
notice, Cartwright said, "I am not persuaded that the
portion of Alternative 4 allowing expansion into Big

. Tesuque provides the best balance between additional

development at the ski area and protection of Pueblo
cultural and religious practices.”

In addition to asking Defler to reconsider his-

decision, Cartwright ordered Defler to make sure that
State water rights issues related to existing ski area
operations are resolved "prior to implementation of any
activities requiring additional water."

Alternative 4 would expand the ski area's size
by 52%, boost its capacity from 4,150 to 5,980 skiers, and
more than double the number of parking spaces. Defler's
controversial December decision was based primarily on
the contention that such an expansion would promote
greater skier safety by spreading skiers out and aliowing
ski patrols to more closely monitor the basin.

Cartwright's ruling upheld five formal appeals
protesting Defler's decision, filed by the Ski Area
Containment Coalition, the City of Santa Fe, the County
of Santa Fe, Tesuque Pueblo, and the Sierra Club. Defler
is required by the ruling to redo his Record of Decision,
the document summarizing the rationale for his choice
of Alternative 4. This will take two or three months.
When the new Record of Decisionisreleased, new appeals
can filed. :

dropped it when it failed to win support from either the
community or the ski area operator. The Santa Fe community .
has vocally supported an alternative which doesn't allow any
expansion.

<o= nn: _sn_.o
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— n March, we mailed each of our members
an appeal for funds. These contributions
really make a difference to us, and are an
important part of our chapter’s budget. When
you make a donation to the chapter, you sup-
port the Sierra Club’s work in your own back
yard. You allow us to continue our work to
protect wilderness and wildlife, to improve
the quality of life in our cities, and to pro-
mote the enjoyment of nature.




- This time, we are moving
the tales of destructive subsidies (we
do have some) to the back of the

MINE
TALES

A Journal
of
Destructive
Subsidies

news. First of all, the Mining
Oversight and Control Project
(MOCP) hasreached and quietly slid
past the ripe old age of six months. It
is amazing and encouraging how
many people have helped the MOCP
on its way, simply by doing good,
hard work for the land and water
and wildlife. So, the first order of
business is to thank all of the great
ﬁmoﬁm who are outthere workingon
mining issues. You know who you
are. Thank you,

Second, since we are now
over six months old, it seems like
time to LAUNCH: b,Z
INFITIATIVE!

We have come up with the
motherofallinitiatives. Ifitisentirely
successful, it will end the mining
by project as we now know it. If this
Sue McIntosh

s0 many people watching what is

going on between agencies and the
mining industry and industry and
the environment, that the laws will
have to be enforced, and resources
will have to be protected. Or else,
IMZAP!!! some interested member of

the public will slap the system back

into compliance. That's the plan.

" We were going to call this
initiative the "Adopt - A - Mine"
project, butitis really not the mines
that need extra care. Rather, itis the
surrounding community of life that
faces the dire threats caused by the

mines, to which we should turn our .

attention. If the mineis the wolf, and
the environmentis the lamb, and the
regulating agenciesarebackhomein
the farm house not paying mboﬂmr
attention, what do we need???

No, not Animal Damage

OPERATION GUARD DOG

Operation Guard Dog will
rescue the community of life from
degradation and destruction at the
handsofrenegadelawlessminesand
weak regulators. Here is how it
works:

MOCP signs up volunteers
(that's y'all) to ?nw a mine from the
great variety of mines we have been
blessed with in New Mexico. The
volunteers will then monitor the
enforcementoflaw and regulationat
their mine, and monitor the impact

on the natural and cultural
environment. When things go
>§o= current mailing fabel ~ wrong, our team of volunteers (big

I here and write in new address _ dogs thatbite)will come off the porch
below. (Please allow 4-6 weeks | | -and make sure things get doneright.

—Iw_.oomwm_:c time.) _ It isquite a job. Thebigger the mine,
e wmk | the bigger the job. For many mines,
" | we will setup teams for monitoring.

_so<_zmu

Name.

Address But, it all depends on one
little tiny thing: YO

City This iniiative cannot work
State Zip if people just sit there. You have to
. act. [fyouhavejustalittle time, letus
Mail to: know, and we will get you ona team
. with other folks who will share the
Sierra Club work on a mine. If you are a lone
P.0. Box 52968, wolf guard dog, pick your own mine
Boulder, Colorado, and do it yourself. There are also
80322-2968 optionsinbetween. And MOCP will

provideall the training and materials

for you to get started.

article, and starting with some good:

initiative is successful, there will be

Control. We need a GUARD DOG.

the mine is having oris likely tohave .

The good news is, actually,
this program is already up and
running, in an . informal way, for
several existing and proposed new
mines throughout the state. Atthese
mines, there are excellent public
watchdogs and, sometimes, big
chunks of eniire communities are
involved. Yet there are many mines

* where no one is watching the shop.

These are the operations on which
we will focus with Operation Guard
Dog.

There arebig minesand little
mines, in many parts of the state.
There are all kinds of mines, too.
There are copper, gold and silver
mines; there are kitty litter mines
and there are several very creative
scam mines --those would be fun.

Fun with Mining
So, giveusa call at (505) 983~
4254 or - e-mail us at

sierranm@aol.com and we will send

you your Operation Guard Dog "Key
to Fun with Mining" starter kit.
- Eachkitincludes:

—A list of available mines to.

monitor and a little something about
each one, so you can pick your
favorite one to work on.

--Notice of upcoming
training sessions, meetingsand other
pertinent information you will need
to get started as a Guard Dog,.

-- Qur sincerest gratitude.

--Yourown commemoxative
sample of New Mexico mine waste,
guaranteed to contain significantly

elevated levels: of at least one,
possibly, several,- dangerous: heavy-
metals capable of producing acid

mine drainage in home experiments.
So, getoff the porchand have
some fun with your government. Just
call MOCP and say, "I can't wait to
getstarted on Operatior Guard Dog!!
Grrrrrrrer." We'll take it from there.

Pumice Promenade

February /March were busy
months for oversight of pumice
mining in the Jemez Mountains. The
comment wmﬂoa on the proposed El
Cajete mine’s Draft Environmental
Impact Statement {DEIS) ended on

11 March, so a major milestone was

to develop a concrete, detailed, and
effective Chapter document on this
matter. Qur comments wentouton7
Marchand represented the Chapter’s
legitimate concerns aboutthe mine’s
impacts on the environment, on
roadway safety, and on the local
culture and communities.

The El Cajete mine is
particularly controversial due to its
being located smack-dab in the
middle of the Jemez National
Recreation Area. Itsadverseimpacts
on the environment, on roadway
safety, and on the local culture and
communities are serving to enlist a
broad-based coalition of opponents,
including not only the Sierra Club,
butlocal residents of Sierra Los Pinos,
local residents and the mayor of the
town of Jemez Springs, and other
environmental organizations
(including the Audubon Society and
Save the Jemez). In the view of the
Club and those other publics, the

DEISwas seriously deficient indocu-

menting and mzmw%&dm those

i}

Exumn"m. We will mEm mdm issue

constant attention in the coming
monthsand hopefully willarriveata
sounder EIS in the next iteration.

~ On4March, the Los Alamos
County Council heard an
informational briefing from Bob
Crostic(JemezRanger District/ Santa
Fe National Forest) on the El Cajete
DEIS. The Council chambers ‘were
packed with opponents of the mine,
including Mayor David Sanchez of
Jemez Springs, and the public-
comment period provided a useful
forum for the Council to be educated
on the mine’s serious traffic-safety
problems, including those posed by
three of Route 4's sharp turns within
Los Alamos County, where the haul
trucks cannot legally negotiate the
road. All the Council members
present that evening. eventually
expressed grave reservations about
the pumice-haul plans for this mine, -
and the Council passed a motion
expressing these reservations and
concerns. :

South Pit
Another issue for serious
attention is the proposed South Pit

_pumice mine, near Forest Road 10in

the southern Jemez Mountains. Like
El Cajete, this project has serious
impacts on the environment, on
roadway safety, and onthe local

- culture and communities. The Forest

Service is now responding to public
comment on the Environmental
Assessment (EA) issued last
September on South Pit. If anything,
the transportation-safety issues are

&.dqmnﬂﬁommwmm&oﬁmg forEl Cajete...

The Club will treat South Pit as
seriously as it treats El Cajete.
Thankfully, further public
comment and oversight avenues are
provided by the New MexicoMining
Act. The Act contains several
provisions to: protect the broader
community interests of the State of
New Mexico. Basically, we are now
involved in essentially preliminary
skirmishes to get the El Cajete and
South Pit mines properly managed
according to New Mexico law. In the
caseof El Cajete, the skirmish consists
of seeing that the minebe considered
a “new mine” rather than an existing
operation (which its would-be
operator, Copar Pumice Co., is
attempting to package it as!). In the

case of South Pif, the pertinent

skirmish is to ensure that the mine
notbeallowed tobypass Statelaw by
being considered a “minimum-
impact mine.” Both of these issues
arebeing worked on with the Mining
and Minerals Divisionand its parent,
the New meuno Mining
Commission.

Tactics

Finally, just a little note
about the tactics Copar Mining
Company is capable of.

The Santa Fe New Mexican
carried an article on April 13th
regarding issues associated with the
proposed El Cajete mine, located in
the heart of the Jemez National
Recreation Area. According to the
article, Copar has told the State
Mining and Minerals Division that
most (65%) of El Cajete's pumice
would be mined as aggregate used

fcon't on page 16)
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Environmental Education

Listenin’ to What'’s Happenin’

by Susan Gorman

The members of the New Mexico Communities Environmental
Education Project Team have been traveling through New Mexico,
listening to folks at Teacher Roundtables and Community Conversa-
tions. We'relistenin'’ to the stories...the successes and challenges and, yes,
concernsrelating to environmental education, We're learning aboutlocal
environmental education initiatives and ideas and also the needs for
resources and support, -

The attendees are teachers who have incorporated education
mgcwﬁm environmentinto their social studies, literature, art, journalism,
science, and math programs, new teachers seeking ideas and networking
opportunities and resource providers sharing information about their
programs. We've had a smattering of parents and others interested in
environmental education, too.

Theideaistoestablish workingrelationshipsand communication
networks among environmental education providers, teachers, students,
universitiesand colleges, state and local governmentagencies, non-profit
organizations,libraries, businesses and individuals statewide,

So far, the Team has held eventsin Four Corners, Southwestern,
South Central, Central and Southeastern New Mexico.

Preliminary Conclusions ‘

Thisis a very ambitious project, envisioned to require two years
of intensive work. Now at the midpoint of the Project's first phase, Team
members are convinced that a solid and positive beginning has been
made and that there is much more to be done, Here are some preliminary
conclusions: _ .

Home Grown Initiatives Work Best! The conceptof community
capacity assessment, that is the process of seeking local assets and
capacities to find local solutions and create “home grown” initiatives, has
been enthusiastically embraced by a broad base of people in each region
and the Team members believe that we are creating an opportunity for
people to talk and share ideas. We offer people with diverse ideas,
interests and concernsa “nentral space” to seek areas of common interest.

Resources Galore! There is a very large number of resources
available to educators to use to teach about the environment, such as

curriculum guides, lesson plans, books, packets, boxes, kits, tapes, videos, video
uplinks, laser disks, CD ROMs, Worldwide Web sites, people, organizations,
places, camps, programs, projects, facilities. . . . Well, you get the picture!
Teachers Face BIG Challenges! We have discovered teachers who are
making extraordinary efforts to really incorporate environmental and ecological

lessons into their teaching. Other teachers are asking to be enabled to do more. .

We have also found teachers who are not aware of these resources or do not

- understand how to integrate these resources into their teaching.

What's Environmental Educa tion, Anyway?

We ask attendees to tell us what they think of when they think
“Environmental Education.” The results are very local indeed, reinforcing the
concepts of Community Capacity Building and Home Grown Initiatives. The
content question, that is, what constitutes Environmental Education, is a local,
even personal one. We are telling people that we are coming to listen and we
mean this sincerely. : .

The Next Steps. . .. : :

The Team members have completed the first phase of visits to commu-
nitiesand have comehome o compile, analyze, count, record, sort, digest, think,
conclude and write. We'll be continuing to build communication networks with
the folks we’ve met and help them talk with each other. We will emerge from this
process with a report detailing the conclusions about what we have found and
providing Guidelines for the future.

What YOU Can Do. . . . .
Become an Information Gatherer, send us information abou tresotirces
and people you know. TO CONTACT US:

ZmSEmXHOOOOZKCZﬁEmmZSw ZEmZHk»rmUGO.».EOZmWQmQ
2226B Wyoming NE, Suite 272 IV -
Albuquerque, NM 87112 USA ’

TEL: 505-265-3231 FAX: 505-256-0373

EMail: bblairb@aol.com . : .

by Susan Gorman

. The Sustainable Albuquergue Team has been working hard to
focus on the real essence of sustainability and to figure out what it really

means on the ground.

Mesa del Sol . .

We began by doing what Sierrans do best, . .we took a hike!
Guidedby Harry Relken and Tim Callahan of the New Mexico StateLand
Office, we walked the rolling hills of the Mesa del Sol site. The views from
the mesa tops of the Sandias, the Bosque, the escarpment and volcanoes
and out to the West Mesa and Mount Taylor are spectacular. Much of the
property has abundant and diverse plant Life and probably wildlife as
well. It's great out there!

. Welearned that the State Land Office really is committed to the
New Urbanism model and is willing to try innovative development
techniquesaslong as the Mesa del Sol development remains competitive.
~ Access fo the development will be automobile-oriented with
light rail and bus access included. This is clearly an area where we need
to work with them to make certain that they focus on public transit
options. Access via an extension of University Ave. will open up areas
along Tijeras Arroyo to development, and we need to examine the risks
to the watershed and assist the Land Office to consider innovative
options, - .
~ TheLandOffice wants the advocacy of the Sierra Club, We have
a great opportunity to work with them to create a really innovative
development which will be a model for the whole Central New Mexico
area.

1000 Friends . -

Next, we met with Jim Norton, Executive Director of 1000
Friends of New Mexico. Jim's a friend, formerly with the Wilderness
Society, and it was good to see him again. 1000 Friends of New Mexico is
a new organization, working to increase awareness of the problem of
sprawl and to recommend viable solutions. 1000 Friends is dedicated to
sensible land use planning, growth management and sustainable
development. They succeeded in having a memorial passed in the 1996
Legislative Session which initiated a study of land use, and they are
working to draftand introducelegislation for statewide land useplanning
in the near future, “

Jim explained that the founders of 1000 Friends came together
because they believe that the current land use policies {or lack thereof)
allow development to occur in rural and urban areas with little or no
planning for the future. The result is development sprawl that threatens
the environment and cultures of New Mexico, Sprawl gobbles up open
space and wildlife habitat, increases traffic, pollutes the air and water,
and damages communities. Sprawl costseach of usmore than development
in existing communities and increases housing costs beyond the reach of
some New Mexicans. , _

o Jim told us that he and the Board members realize that they need to
build solid relationships with other organizations which share their vision, and
he asked us to consider ways for the Sierra Club to participate with them in
making this vision a reality. e o

One way we can help is by joining them in their advocacy of a carefully
designed development impact fee structure. The Development Impact Fee Act
of 1993 authorizes municipalities to collect fees to cover the costs of new
infrastructure such as roads, sewers, drainage and parks. The City’s Capital
Improvements Advisory Committee is working on its report to the Mayor and
City Council fo address the impact fee structure. After that, there will be public
meetings and we need to participate. 1000 Friends will help uslearn more about
the issues involved so that we can participate actively.

We agreed to continue to communicate and to develop a strategy for
educating Sierrans and encouraging participation in the process.

City's Sustainable Communities Committee

At City Hali, the City’s Sustainable Communities Committee has
convened and met three times now. We elected officers and began to develop an

- action plan. Victor Chavez, Albuquerque Economic Development, is Chair and

I am Vice Chair. The Committee will begin by developingindicators of sustain-
ability to check Albuquerque’s vital signs. Where we go from there is not yet

* clear. Stay tuned!

Definitions . : .
Meanwhile, the Sustainable Albuquerque ‘Team is discussing our

definition of sustainability and principles, mission and goals. So far, we have

adopted the “standard” definition: . )

Sustainability is: To meet the needs of the present without

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

The Principles: We support the basic ecological principles of
Preservation, Conservation and Restoration. . :

The Mission: To build an inclusive coalition of individuals and
organizations in the Greater Albuquerque Area to work together to develop and
implement a long-term Sustainability Strategy., .

"And the Goals--to: _

~Identify, document and acknowledge the local carrying capacity.

—Move towards recognition that we must live within the ecosystem,
notbeyondit. , , .

~Strive to preserve the biological diversity of area ecosystems.

--Emphasize pedestrian and other non-motorized transportation maodes.

—-Encourage innovation in architectural design and community
planning, . : ,
~Foster pride and love of Albuquerque:

This is a Work In Progress. . . . Come join us and help! Contact Susan
Gorman, 2225B Wyoming NE, #272, ABQ, NM 87112, phone:505-265-3231, FAX:
505-256-0373, EMail: bblairb@aol.com

i
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Albuquerque Group News

May 20, General Meeting 7:30pm
EINNER CITY PROGRAM FOR

OUR YOQUTH

Ted Mertig of the El Paso Group Executive Committee will showcase

the El Paso Inner City Outings program for youths, Members can learn what

is involved in organizing, maintaining, and promoting <ommunity
partnerships for a program here in Albuquerque. Ted will be accompanied
by kids who have participated in the El Paso program.

General Meetings are held on the third Monday of every
month at7:30 pm atthe UNM Law School, Room 2401, on the corner
of Mountain Rd. and Stanford NE.

Bring your own cups for refreshments during the break.

HELP WANTED

The Albuguerque Group has an immediate opening for an office volunteer.
Can you spare one hour a week or more? Duties include: mail sorting,
answering phone calls and messages, and sending membership packets out
per request. This is a great way to get to know your Group Executive
Committee and local issues. Please call Leslie Lazaga at 296-0944 if you'd
like to help! : .

HELP WANTED

A volunteer coordinator for the Albuquerque Group phone tree is needed.
The phone tree is established and team coordinated. Coordinators and
membershavebeenactivein calling, writing, e-mailing, and faxing President
Clinton and our state’s representatives here and in Washington D.C. about
issues concerning our environment. You can make a difference by getting
involved!! Please call Jack Humphrey and Kathy Love at 243-5319 to
volunieer, :

ANNUAL SUMMERTIME PICNIC

To help plan the Albuquerque Group Summertime Picnic (in July or

August) please call Leslie Lazaga at 206-0944,

June 17, General Meeting 7:30pm
BACKYARD HABITAT FOR

WILD BIRDS
Peter Teare, Wild Birds Unlimited backyard habitat specialist and

educator at Highland High School, will present a slide show and answer your
questions about our region’s wild birds. Comelearn how toidentify birds, what

" foods attract them, and how to create a safe and inviting backyard habitat.

Western New Mexico mm&a__

The Western New Mexico Section is now combining monthly meetings
with short hikes. They include a visit to Indian ruins near Fort Wingate and a
hike to Cattonwood Gulch. Planned hikes for May and June are: .

May 11 to Upper Nutria Lake near Zuni.

June 9 to Mt, Sedgewick near Bluewater Lake, :

Call Barbara Brandt (505) 488-5233 or Barbara Leonard (505) 862-7915.

Make Better Business Decisions,.
COMPTON RESEARCH SERVICES

899-2975
Fax: 898-9570

&

nm___uma__ q_mm..m._unaana__nm

A meeting isbeing planned forall those interested in hearing about
whattook placeat the political campaign training conferencein Washington
DC in February. Jack Humphrey will relay information that was shared
during what he felt was an excellent, informative conference. There will be
taped excerpts from the conference of the famous speakers such as Ed Mahe,
the founder of the modern Republican political movement. He gave the
“enemy’s” perspective on what they do to fight us so successfully.

Many professional campaigners gave insight to campaign
management tactics, getting the word out, media training, fundraising, and
the importance of “breeding” and grooming our own politicians. An
announcement will be made about the meeting time soon. We are waiting

on video tapes from DC, If you are interested, call Jack Humphrey at 243-

5319.

'CALENDAR

Unless otherwise noted, meetings take place at the Club office, 207 San
Pedro NE

May 1 Mexican Welf Coalition, 7:30 PM

May 4 - Wildlands Workshop, Santa Fe. (See article, page 16.)

May 8 Deadline for agenda items for Group ExCom. Call Susan
Gorman at 265-3231 -

May 10-11 Regional Gathering of Sierra Club Activists, Colorado
Springs, CO. (See article, page 13.) .

May 13 Group ExCom, 7:00 PM .

May 77 Sustainable Albuquerque Meeting, 7:00 PM. Call Susan

: Gorman, 265-3231

May 17-19 Citizens Protecting America's Parks Conference,
SheratonUptown (formerly, Ramada Classic), Albq.

May 20" - General Meeting, UNM Law School, Rm 2401, 7:30 PM

May 22 Deadline for agenda items for Conservation Committee,
Call Richard Barish, 247-8079

May 27 Conservation Committee Meeting, 7:00 PM

June 1-2 Chapter ExCom Meeting, Santa Fe

June 5 Mexican Wolf Coalition, 7:30 PM

June 5 Deadline for agenda items for Group ExCom. Call Susan
Gorman at 265-3231

June 10 Group ExCom, 7:00 PM .

June 15 Deadline for articles for July/ August Rio Grande Sierran

June 17 General Meeting, UNM Law School, Rm 2401, 7:30 pm

June 19 Deadline for agenda items for Conservation Committee.
Call Richard Barish, 247-8079

June 24 Conservation Committee Meeting, 7:00 PM

4 . e
Group Directory
1996 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Office Telephone; 265-5506
Faxi 2560373 oot
Group Chair Susan Gorman 265-3231
Vice Chair Nick Persampiert 2B1-7845
Secretary Blair Brown 265-3231
Treasurer - Kathy Love 243-5319
Richard Barish 247-8079
Ron Grotbeck 296-0944
Julie Hicks 3457832
Jack Humphrey 243-5319

Barbara Leonard 862-7915

The Albuquerque Group of the Sierra Club depends entirely on the
efforts of volunteers. To help, call any of us! .

_ ADMINISTRATION
_|. Office Organizer. OPEN - :
. Books/Calendars - Larry Compton - 899-0679
. Information Technology ‘Bruce Batson 828-2570
: C bbatson@ni.net
Blair Brown 265-3231
. . i . bblairb@aol.com
|- Media Coordinator . Julie Hicks : 345-7832
Membership Barbara Stone - 265-5304
Newsletter OPEN )
" Outings Stan Kauchak 839-4301
- Phone Tree Jean Valentine 869-2090
) Jack Humphrey/
* Kathy Love 243-5319
* Political Chair - Ron Grotbeck 296-0944
Programs . Leslie Lazaga 296-0944
CONSERVATION
Conservation Chair . Richard Barish 247-8079
Campaign Team Leaders :
East Mountain Nick Persampieri 281-7845
Petroglyph National Monument  Ike Eastvold 255-7679
Sustainable Albuquerque Susan Gorman 265-3231
War on the Environment Richard Barish 247-8079
Western New Mexico Barbara Leonard 862-7915
Wildemness Jack Humphrey/
’ Kathy Love 243-5319
John Wright 2474353
wildlife Martin Heinri ch 345-7832
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Outings 3@383&3 orchanged due toweather
or other reasons, please call leader before outing.

You must bring appropriate shoes, clothes, pack, .

rain gear, and water.

Sat May 11

Car: 3

Rinconada Canyorn Clean-up,

Petroglyph National Monument

Join us as we continue our quest to remove all the
trash, litter, and debris deposited in the monument
over the years. Clean-up will begin at 9:00 AM and

endat 1:00 PM. All- 425_.8@5 are welcome. ﬂouwmnw ,
" ,,mi_:m\ n:m__ and Bo:ﬂ:bm dove to be seen. The

Ike for details. *
Leader: Ike Eastvold 255-7679

Sat May 11  Leisure

Miles: 3-6

Zuni Indian Ruins

Scenic hike to a lake near the Pueblo of Zuni, to
include bird watching and a visit to Indian ruins.
Meetat 10 AM atthe Blue Corn Restaurantin Ramabh,
Route 53 from Grants or Gallup. Bring Lunch. Call

Barbara Brandt 488-5233 or Barbara Leonard 862-

THE WASTE OF THE WEST

by Julie Hicks & Susan Gorman

Sierrans hit the streets to spread the news
that federal logging programs are hitting the
pocketbooks of Albuquerque residents!

“No Taxation for Deforestation” was the
message delivered door to door as members of the
Sterra Club Albuquerque Group and the University
of New Mexico Sierra Student Coalition (S5C)
mobilized with members of Sangre de Cristo Animal
Protection and New Mexico PIRG on Saturday, April
13, to distribute 25,000 doorhangers. SouthwestForest
>=;5nm onmmENmn the everit with plenty of essential

mmu_% Saturday morning we groaned to see
the normally sunny New Mexico sky suddenly
overcast and gloomy: The wind was intense and
COLD and necessitated the use of heavy objects fo
keep doorhangers, maps and even small children
from blowing away! Perhaps the gray skies
discouraged many from attending, but the hearty
ones showed up with jacketsand high spirits. Several
local businesses contributed much appreciated food
and soda for the rally, and a group of drummers
helped attract bystanders and increase enthusiasm.

Organizer Don Kimball told both activists
and reporters about the Waste of the West, Former
State Land Commissioner and BLM Director, Jim
Baca, was the guest of honor and he braved the
weather to urge us to oppose destruction of our
public lands.

Two TV stations carried the eventand the
local NBC affiliate followed a group of young activists
to catch the action as they hit the streets with several
hundred of the 25,000 doorhangers. It was great to

see kids, students and older folks working together

to get the doorhangers out. In the end, most of the
cardsmadeit onto the doors of Albuquerque homes.

Monday, April 15, TAX DAY, dawned a
better day, weatherwise, atleast! A press conference
was held to'reinforce the message. Speakers were
Green Party senate candidate and NM Forest
Guardian director, Sam Hit; NM PIRG director,
Jean Barrett; Southwest Forest Alliance
representative, Don Kimball; New West president,
Pat Wolf; Sierra Club, Albuquerqiie Group Excom
member, Jack Humphrey; and Sierra Student
Coalition Coordinator, Kathy Love. Unfortunately,
our message was competing with a local plane crash
which dampened press coverage. The Albuquerque
Journal carried the story. . ,

The week before, Kimball was interviewed
by KUNM, thelocal NPR Station, which encouraged
more participation in the doorhanger delivery and
also educated listeners about the impacts of federal
logging programs,

These impacts are significant: Below cost
timber sales by the US, Forest Service have cost
taxpayers $1 billion in the past three years. In New
Mexico and Arizona, this was aloss of $54.6 million,
This was precisely the message intended to hit tax-
payers in the wallet as they finished mailing in tax
forms with checks for the IRS.

We still have a few doorhangers left so if
anyone wants to hit the streets. .

7915 for details.
Leader: Kathryn Gallagher

Sat-Sun May 11-12  Moderate

Miles: 4-8 Car: 120

Let's Go to Ojito Carcamp;

An Adventure to Dinosaur Land

Let’s explore this magical land where our own
dingsaur, now at the Natural History Museum in
Albuguerque, oncelived. The area contains prehistoric
sites related to Spanish settlement prior to the 18th
century,
dinosaur bones. There are raptors, swallows and

landforms in this region include mesas, multicolored
rock formations, canyons, arroyos and ‘sculptured
badlands. We will leave Albuquerque at 8:00 AM. to
rendezvous with the Santa Fe Group in San Ysidro.
Bring plenty of water, lunches for 2 days, day pack,
sunscreen, snacks, dinner for one night (pot luck
style), lounge chair, and breakfast for one morning,
Contact leader for more information.

Leaders: Georgia 881-9365 (Albuquerque) and John

‘Turnbull (Santa Fe).

Tues - Mon May 21-27

. Gila Wilderness Service Project |

We will takea day and a half to hike 15 miles from the
Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument up Little
Creek to the scenic McKenna Spring area. Log and
rock waterbars and check dams will be constructed to
control erosion on badly eroded trails in the area.
Volunteers can elect to participate less than the full
seven days. Call Carol or Glen Kepler at 296-0402, or
Kevin Balciar at 293-1477 for information and to sign
up for this project.

Sun May 26 Moderate g
Miles:4-6 Car:120 = . "
wozm.mucmm m.xm:cmmneq Hike

Mountains, We will hike a ridge _Em in and then
_descend into a nice canyon to return. It could be hot
this time of year so bring sunscreen and plenty of
water. If it is hot we will seek-shade and rest often.
RSVP by day before hike for meeting time and place.
{Joint outing with Outdoor-Adventures for mE%m&
Leader: Tom Petencin  225-1497 :

Sun June9 Leisure-Moderate
Miles: 2-5
Mt Sedgwick Hike

Hike down a woods road nmxn to a stream in an
evergreen forest and meadow to Mt. Sedgwick, the
highest point in the Zuni Mountains (9,256 ft). The
climb is at the end of the road and is gradual. Meetat
10 AM atthe Thoreau exit off I-40 at the parkinglot for
theFlea Market. Wewill carpool past Bluewater Lake
to Forest Road 504. Bring lunch.

Leader: Barbara Brandt 488-5233

Sun June9 Leisure
Miles: 2  Car: 225 .

El Morro NM Hike
Located about an hour south of Grants, Inscription
Rock stands as a tribute to those early peoples who

petrified wood and plant fragments, and .

shaped New Mexico and the American West,
{At the expense of most Native Americans.)
See petroglyphs, names and notations carved
into the sandstone walls of El Morro. Bring a
picnic lunch, sturdy shoes, a camera, and the
family. (Supervised children please.)

Leader: Stan §39-4301

Sat-Sun June 22-23 Leisure to Moderate
Miles: 12 Car: 240

Astronomy Car Camp,

Magdalena Mountains

Out high in the mountains where the stars
blaze, far away from the glare of the city, we
set up chairs and a telescope and watch the
night float by. During the day we will take a
couple of hikes into the surrounding area.
Leader: Tom Leck 256-7217

Sat-Sun June 22-30

Pecos Wilderness Service Project

From theIron Gate Campground, we will hike
in an easy 3 1/2 miles on the Hamilton Mesa
Trail to our camp site. We will do trail
maintenance on the lower portion of the trail
from the mesa down to Beatty’s cabin, mostly
installing water bars and doing tread work.
Volunteers can elect to participate less than
thefullnine days. The America HikingSociety
may be working with us on this project. Call
Kevin Baldiar at 293-1477 for information and
to sign up for this project.

Sun June 30 Moderate

Miles: 8 Car: 350

Williams Lake Trail Hike

A moderate hike through lush forest to an

- alpine lake at the base of Wheeler Peak, about

8miles from Taos Ski Valley traithéad: Contact
leader for more information.
Leaders: ‘Michael 292-8408. & Georgia 881-

bnqlv

Jon

dnouig) an
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" Thur-Sun July 87 (give or take a day)

Moderate-Strenuous

Miles: 8-9 Car:450. ..

Uncompahgre Peak Q:z—u\nmnnuni

Over the 4th come with us to climb the 6th
highest-peak (14,309 feet) in Colorado. This
will be a 3-day/ 2-night trip: We will car camp
atNellie's Creek campground and day hike to
the top. Because extreme conditions must be
expected, participants must contact leader to
ensure they have proper mm::uBma for the
climb.

Leader: Tom Leck 256-7217

Sun-Sat Aug4-10  Strenuous
Miles: 46  Car: 450

Continental Divide Backpack

‘We'llgofrom Cumbres Pass46 milesto Elwood

Passalong the Continental Divide Trail. Enjoy
the beauity of this wild and scenic area over
this 6 1/2 day hike. Come see the ‘elephants!
Limit 10 experienced backpackers only.
Contact the leader for more information.
ﬁmmﬂm&. gorm HroBmm wmm.mwwhm

Cold but
intrepid
New
Mexicans
gather to
hear Jim
Baca and

speak about

the West on
Saturday,
April 13

.Don Kimball
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GROUP DIRECTORY
nairman Wesley Leonard 747-6649
fice Chair/Program Gary Williams 562-3540
- Secretary Mike Seidensticker  544-5741 76251.2520@compuserve.com
Treasurer Kathy Sunday 584-9301 sunday@pogo.den.mme.com
Member/Publicity  Ted Mertig 852-3011 tmertig@aol.com
TedMertig ofthe > Member/Admin.  Bill Phillips 7726503
the El mmmo?:mmnpa‘.ou\x , Member Richard Rheder 5445659 as303@rgfn.epcc.edu
is involved in o..w\m o) Member Trish Puente 833-7585
partnerships for~" ,w p%, &2 Franklin Mins John Sproul 545-5157 aed94@rgin.epcc.edu
by kids who \\ "o g Hospitality Barbara Mertig 852-3011 tmertig@acl.com
£ 5 Inner City Outings  Richard Rheder 544-5659 as303@rgf.epcc.edu
Intern Ron Sissel 533-7723 rksissel@utep.edu
e LORAX Betsy Julian 544-5741 76251.2520@compuserve.com
ae Membership Patricia Wood 5420553
he QOutings Kathy Sunday 584-9301 sunday@pogo.den.mme.com
eck Phone Tree Mike Seidensticker 544-5741 76251.2520@compuserve.com
Mas Political Action Jim Bell 581-8864
wing Population Ed Van Thuyne 7516366
gand Public Lands Wesley Leonard ~ 747-6649
atains, Ted Mertig 852-3011 tmertig@aol.com
driving Wildlands Project  Jos Rodriguez 833-9656
,offered Chapter ExCom .u.wq _s.m&m_ o 852-3011 tmertig@aol.com
ivantage g_._a mm_@mnmwoxmq 544-5741 76251.2520@compuserve.com
of u. we have - Gary Williams 562-3540
planned. Alsy, . erested in . . .
joining uson ahike. Ren... mally been Sierra Club Environmental Center
one of the ways the Club attracts n.. 800 S. Piedras @ Paisano
In the next column, look for an oves,. “Rules and §32-9645, 532-4876 fax
Regulations.” In the meantime, dig your boots out o1 ... .oset and get
neguations. yors on the tratl 8y u : & Membership: LORAX information:
SIERRA CLUB Betsy Julian
409 Robinson Rd 615 E. Baltimore
=1—“°g—=—m Q—.—.—.—zmm El Paso, TX 79502 El Paso, TX 79902

T
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May 4 - Mount Cristo Rey Dayhike
Place: Mount Cristo Rey
Class: Easy
Limit: Reservations and Leader Approval Required
Leader: Ann Falknor, 833-9162 X
This easy dayhike to the prominent peak on the Texas-New

-, .vMexico-Chihuahua-junction: covers. about .3 miles .round. trip.on well .

developed trail. We will meet at the UTEP parkirig lot on the corner of
Schusterand Prospect mww womw: Security will be provided at the Cristo Rey
parking area.

May 4-5 - Indian Hollow Backpack
Place: Organ Mts., New Mexico
Class: Easy
Limit: 12; Reservations and Leader Approval Required
Leader: Alice Anderson, (505) 523-5179

Saturday morning we will begin hiking from Aguirre Springs on
the north side of the Organ Mts. Our 3-mile route will be partly on an
overused and much abused trail, partly on a way trail, and partly off-trail.
Our campsite is tucked under Sugar Loaf, which, if we are lucky, will turn,
a glorious pink for a few minutes at dawn. Sunday we will dayhike in the
morning, have hot nettle soup for lunch, and pack out in the afternoon,
taking our time to enjoy the scenery. Come join us for a leisurely, relaxing
weekend.

May 11 - Baylor Peak Traverse Dayhike
Place: Organ Mts., New Mexico -
Class: Strenuous
Limit: 8; Reservations and Leader Approval Required
Leader: Alice Anderson, (505) 523-5179

After setting up our car shuttle, we will begin hiking at San
Agustin Pass on US Highway 70. We will go over several false summits,
encountering loose rock, spanish ,cmwoumr and panoramic views, and then-
drop into the infarnous notch, from which there is an easy scramble to the
summit. We will descend on the southridge and exit on the Baylor Canyon
Trail. Participants must be able to carry 1 gallon of water each, as thisis a
full-day hard-work hike and the weather will be warm.,

May 12 - First Annual Singles Dayhike in the Franklin Mtns.
Place: S. Franklin Peak, Franklin Mts. State Park
Class: Moderate .
Limit: 20; Reservations and Leader Approval Required
Leader: Joe Rodriguez, 833-9655

We would like to take this opportunity to invite our members and
their friends to our first annual dayhike for singles. The Franklin Mtns.
provide an ideal outdoors environment for meeting people and making
new friends. Our dayhike will include a 2.5 mile ascent to South Franklin
Peak with about 1,500 ft elevation gain. The trailis rocky in places, so wear
good footwear. Alsobring a sack lunch, at least 1 qt of water, and dress for
weather. Call Joe early for reservations and details.

May 17-19 - Exploratory Backpack to the Datil Mountains
Place: Datil Mountains, Cibola National Forest, New Mexico
Class: Strenuous .
Limit: 8 Reservations and Leader Approval Required
Leader: Tony Rullen, 775-3386
In this trip, we will explore the Datil Mountains north of the Plains

- . ~ S/

of San Agustin. We will backpack up a canyon north of Wood Spring Canyon
to the top of Madre Mountain. While the hike is only Z miles long, the elevation
rise is about 1,400 feet and we need to carry at least 3 quarts of water. Madre
Mountain (9,556 ft.} is the highest peak in this range and should provide us with
some beauntiful sights of the Plains of San Agustin to the south, red rock canyons
to the north, and the Very Large Array to the east. The canyon hike promises

-interesting rock formations and the vegetation at the top should be mainly

gamble oak and ponderosa pine. We will drive to Datil Friday evening and
camp in the Datil Well campground a few miles north of Datil. The distance is
about 160 miles or 4 hours of driving. On Saturday, we will backpack up and
spend the night on the ridge. Sunday morning we will backpack out, and, if we
have time, we will explore either the red rock canyons up north %mﬂm:am
Canyon) or visit the VLA site.

May 19-24 - Gila River Leisure Backpack
Place: Gila Wilderness, New Mexico
Class: Easy - Moderate
Limit: 12; Reservations and Leader >Eu8<m_ Required
Leader: Laurence Gibson, 594-7342 ‘
Join us for a relaxed trip down the Om_m River from Grapevine
Campground to Turkey Creek. We will leave El Paso Sunday morning and

~average about6miles per day. Water shouldbe low butfishing good. Hopefully

we will exit in time for those wishing to join the Memorial Day Backpack.

May 24-27 - ?mm_.:oﬂm_ Day Key Exchange Backpack
Place: Gila E;an:mmm\ New Mexico
Class: Strenuous ,
Limit: 12; Reservations and Leader Approval Required
Leader: Wesley Leonard and Laurence Gibson, 747-6649
We will depart El Paso Friday night for a campsite near Glenwood
N.M. On Saturday morning, the groups will go to their respective trailheads.
Wesley’s group will start on Little Whitewater Creek, then climb 4,000 feet over
Nabor’s Mountain and drop down to Tennessee Meadows. On Sunday we will
hike 2,000 feet (plus) up the East Fork Trail over Spider Saddle and down Winn
Canyon to Whitewater Creek. Monday will feature a hike down Whitewater
Creekanda climb up the Golddust Trail to our Whitewater Mesa final destination,
Laurence’s group will follow the same route in reverse. Each day for
both groups will involve 8-10 miles of hiking and significant elevation gain, the
main difference being that Wesley’s grotip will have the 4,000 foot climb on the
west side of Nabor’'s Mountain. This outing is for experienced backpackers
prepared forlong uphill days. Call early forreservations and more information.

June 1-2 - Redstone Park Backpack

Place: Gila Wilderness., New Mexico

Class: Moderate .

Limit: 10; Reservations and Leader Approval Required

Leader: David Robertson, 598-7554

Please call for details and reservations.

June 8 - Rim Trail Dayhike

Place: Sacramento Mts., New Mexico
Class: Easy - Moderate
Limit: 20; Reservations and Leader >Eum.o<m_ WBEEQ
Leader: Jim Bell, 594-2501{w) 581-8864(h}
We will take an easy to moderate 8-mile hike o_.; and back on the

beautiful Rim Trail south of Cloudcroft. This will be an enjoyable hike for both
beginning and more experienced hikers.




June 8-9 - White Mountain Wilderness Backpack
Place: White Mountain Wilderness

Class: Easy +

Limit: 12; Reservations and Leader Approval Required
Leader: Gary Williams, 562-3540 () 544-8484 (W)

We will depart El Paso early Saturday morning for our drive o the
trailhead near Bonito Lake. Our hike will take us past Nogal Peak and then for
approximately 4 miles along the crest to Argentina Springs where we'll camp
overlooking the Tularosa Basin thousands of feetbelow. On Sunday, we'll hike
another 1+ miles along the crest and then drop 2+ miles down Little Bonito
Canyon to our final destination. This hike involves moderate trail mileages,
very little elevation gain and is suitable for the less mxvmnmbnmn_ backpacker as
well as the more experienced wanting a leisurely and scenic weekend.

Jurne 15-23 - Gila 8-day Backpack
Place: Gila Wiiderness., New Mexico
Class: Moderate - Strenuous
Limit: 8; Reservations and Leader Approval wmmn:.mm
Leader: Laurence Gibson, 594-7342

This year’s trek will range from Mogollon Baldy to White Creek Flat
for a-day of swimming and fishing, through the Jorby mountains back to
Bursum Road. We will car camp in the high country on the first and last days.
We will begin with shorter days and work up to 8 or 9 mile segments.

OUTINGS REPORTS

El Capitan Dayhike - February 17,1996 {Jim Bell)

An unusually beautiful day of warm sunshine and cool breezes
welcomed our group to the Guadalupe Mountains. We hiked along the El
Capitan trail toward the starkly impressive sheer rock wall of El Capitan and
then proceeded to the Salt Basin Overlook for lunch and rest before returning
to the trailhead and our cars. Great weather, friendly companions, both new
and old, and the rugged beauty of the Guads made this a spedal outing for
Cynthia Salgado, Cheryl Frey, lan Hanna, Willie Gutierrez, Ben and Gene
Collins, and Jim Bell.

North Franklin Dayhike via South Ridge - March 10, 1996 (David Robertsen)

Our group of Chuck Butler, Toby Young, Linda Groetken, Rosette
?Anﬂm:ccm: Jim Peck, Daniel Zubiate, Steve Aron, Lydia Padilla, Kathy and
Terry Sunday, and David Robertson left Trans-Mountain Pass early Sunday
morning. The weather was greatand the views outstanding. Notto be outdone
were Chuck’s two Australian Shepherds, Cody m:a chc 2&0 wmaumn lead Em

* Gila NF Salvage Timber Sales - Liz Walsh 587-1471

* Diamond Bar Cattle Allotment - Ted Mertig 852-3011

* BLM Wilderness/Wildlands Project - Joe Rodriguez 833-9655

* Franklin Mins State Park/Rio Grande - John Sproul 545-5157

* 5. New Mexico Mining - Ron Sissel 533-7723

No one person can be responsible for each of these issues. If you
would like to help, please contact one of the coordinators. You do notneed
great knowledge or experience. All thatis needed is some of your time and
a desire to make a positive difference in the environmental future of our
region, If youwould like general information on how to getinvolved, please
feel free to contact me at 747-6649.

I feel that the Group is off to a great start in 1996. Our general
meetings have been well attended; we've had two outstanding social events
{the Wine & Cheese Party and the John Muir Dinner); our outings schedule
is full; we've been heavily involved in trying to get environmentally-
friendly political candidates elected; the ICO is mocdm?:m‘ and we are
starting to address a number of major conservation issues; All we need is
more participation from the members, If this happens, 1996 can truly be a
year to remember. 1hope to see you at a meeting or on the trail soon.

Inner Ci utings News
NATIONAL TRAINER TO VISIT; ELECTIONS

by Richard Rheder

The El Paso Sierra Club’s Inner City Outings (ICO) program
formally adopted by-laws on April 3 and will elect a steering committee
duringits April 30 meeting. All current El Paso Sierra Club members who
have been on two or more official ICO events during the past twelve months
may vote for and serve on the steering committee.

Please setaside Sunday, May 19, for a potluck brunch and meeting
with Amy Martin, our National ICO Recruiter/ Trainer, tobe followed by an
optional day hike in the late afternoon with Project VIDA, Amy provided
much of the drive behind formation of the highly successful Seattle ICO
program. She will come to El Paso for a series of three seminars on leader
training and recruitment; May 19 will be her first. New Mexico Sierrans
interested in starting up an KCO program are also welcome. Please cali Trish
Puente at 833-7585 to RSVP and receive details.

Fifteen ICO volunteers from El Paso, Tucson, and Los Angeles
attended our regional retreat at the American Museum of Natural History's
Southwest Research Station near Portal, >N on March 15-17. In addition to
sharing “war stories” about each other’s programs, attendees took a hikeled
by Laura Kerr of Tucson — highlighted by learning new ganies and tips on

-way-and-madesurethatnotunchwasieftontopy

ANNUAL SIERRA CLUB PICNIC
CHAMIZAL NATIONAL MEMORIAL

MAY 29

Mark Wednesday, May 29th on your calendar. Thisis the date of the
Annual Sierra Club Picnic which will take the place of the regular general
meeting. The fun starts at 6:00 pm at the Chamizal National Memorial. The
Club will provide a main dish. Sodas and beer will be available for a small
donation. Please bring your ownlawn chairs and silverware, as well as a salad,
vegetable or dessert to share with the group. For information call Gary
Williams at 544-8484 (W) or 562-3540 (H).

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Conservation Commitiee meets the 2nd Wednesday of each
monthat the Environmental Center, 8005, Piedrasat7:00pm. Pleaseattend and
learn how you can become involved in the critical environment issues facing
this region. For more _:moﬂ:mao? call Ted Mertig (852-3011) or Wesley
Leonard (747-6649). ~

NOTES FROM THE E.S_w _9

by Wesley Leonard

Asmany of you know, the El Paso Group is refocusing its energies on
critical regional environmental issues, particularly public lands in southern
New Mexico and west Texas. In the past, the Group has been instrumental in
key environmental victories, such as the creation of the Franklin Mountains
State Park and the establishment of various wilderness areas in southern New
Mexico. These victories would not have occurred without the hard work and
dedication of El Paso Sierrans, many of whom are still active in the Group. It
was nice to hear National Sierra Club Board Member Dave Foreman recognize
our contributions in his talk at the recent John Muir Dinner.

With the virulent anti-environmental sentiment now sweeping the
region, itis more important than ever for the Group to assume responsibility for
protecting our natural heritage. Although a number of veteran leaders, such as
John Sproul and Ted Mertig are still active, others, such as thelate Tom Brasfield
and now Oregonian LeBron Hardie, are gone. The mostimportant work of the
Group over the coming months, therefore, will be to recruit new activists from
the ranks of our members to work on critical environmental issues. A firststep
in this effort was the formation of a new Conservation Committee to provide
leadership inthisarea. Co-chairsare Ted Mertigand myself, and the Committee
meets the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Environmental
Center (800 S. Piedras).

At the first meeting, those present agreed on a set of conservation
priorities for 1996. These priorities, in no particular order, are listed below,
along with a contact person and phone number:

Ten children ages seven to nine from El Paso’s Project SU>~m
“afterschool program” discovered thejoy of bird watching on March 10 with
ICO and the Trans Pecos Audubon Society. Notall of the young participants
were true “latchkey” kids because some do have stay-at-home moms.
However, poverty, lack of transportation, and other factors meant that none
had ever experienced bird watching before. Under the guidance of Barbara
and Ted Mertig and Richard Rheder of ICO, 12-year-old David Gonzalez, a
fledgling ICO youth leader, and Rebecca Rivas and Patrick McClarty, Project
VIDA staffers, the group enjoyed an urban encounter with wildlife now

seldom seen in El Paso. David also checked on the coyote willows that he |

had planted on an earlier [CO habitat restoration trip to the lake. He is now

trying to get a wilderness program going at his school. Thanksalso to birder

Bob Johnson of Auduben, who patiently answered a barrage of questions
from his youthful pupils. Project VIDA's staff were amazed at the children’s
insatiable appetite for information about the environment.

Six children from the Juvenile Probation Department’s First Time
Offender Program discovered the difference between urban grafitti and
their cultural heritage during visits to Three Rivers Canyon and Hueco
Tanks State Park, both well-known petroglyph sites near El Paso, and to the
bowl in the Guadalupe Mts. National Park, March 9, 16, and 30. All three
trips were firsts for most participants. Hueco State Park Ranger Alex Mares
gavean especially effective talk that enabled children to see that defacing the
petroglyphs is destroying their own culture. - Alex, who is proudly half
Navajo and half Mexican, urged the Mexican-American children in the
group to take pridein their own “firstnation” roots and protect these natural
and cultural resources. Tales from the “pioneer heritage” such as the
Butterfield Stage and the El Paso Salt War lent multi-cultural balance to the
series of hikes.

Hueco Tanks State Historical Park Ranger Alex Mares makes a point about Tlaloc, the rain god,
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leadership techniques. Mary Lou Parker gave a noo_cum mmBobmqmnos of
ingxpensive backpacking foods that childrerrwill eat.
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% SANTA FE GROUP MEETINGS
D SEEKING A MILAGRO PUBLIC LAND MANAGEMENT
N | ‘Tuesday, May 21, 7 PM | Tuesday, June 18, 7 PM
-~~~ Author John Nichols (of .imm__mg Beanfield War” fame) Group vice-president Jerry Bober will give a short, but
p will address the rift between environmentalists and the exciting, introductory lesson on the NEPA process —
m  Lraditional rural communities of Northern New Mexico. critical knowledge for anyone wishing to comprehend, or
Questions from the audience will be welcomed. _ challenge, the way public land is managed by the federal
We will be looking for ideas to solve the increasingly , agencies. Jerry promises not to be boring!

bitter divisions between groups that should be natural allies
in Northern New Mexico.

[This speaker was originally scheduled for the April
meeting.] - o

Membership Meetings are held at the
Unitarian Church at 107 W, Barcelona Street
(between Galisteo and Don Gaspar).

LIONS AND TIGERS AND BEARS

Santa Fe Grou

| h , OH MY ¢ |
ANNVAL SUMMER ﬁQ‘_,_‘(ﬂ—ﬂ At the May meeting, Janet ncrmz will take a few
Get your calendar out and circle Sunday, July 14, for ‘minutes to introduce BearWatch, an organization dedicated
our popular annual summer potluck party. No details yet, to positive interactions between bears and humans.
but we know how busy everyone can get — so reserve that Features include public education, a wildlife steward
space !! | program and a newsletter. Janet is beginning BearWatch in
. Santa Fe and seeking volunteers. Come to the meeting and
‘s > All meetings, outings, and learn how to join or contact her at Route 10, Box 94-U,
’ activities are FREE Santa Fe, NM 87501 (473-7753).
- | Santa Fe Groap of the SlerraClab : :
621 Old Santa Fe Trall - Saite 10 - Plaza Desira - Santa Fe - New Mexico - 87501
. e 505 -983-2703 e u
~ 4 & SANTAFE ﬂwocw OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ ¢ SAVING WILDLANDS
Chair — Don Goldman* . 473-2821 Political Committee—Ned Sudborough 820-1270 , SAVING OURSELVES
Vice-Chair — Jerry Bober* - 827-2385  Phone Tree — Norma McCallan* - 471-0005 . o ) -
Secretary/Treas— Lionel Soracco* ~ 9886715 Fundralsing— Education } open + + « Protecting Southwestern Wildlands
Answering Machine — L. Soracco*  983-6715  Office — Welcomer } positions - Through Citizen Action — A free, public
Chapter Representative — . workshop sponsored by Santa Fe Group of
Barbara Johnson* 466-4935 ,ﬂﬂﬂzmﬂpﬂmmmmmam: " MWM.WMMM the Sierra Club and the Forest Conservation
- (alt) Norma McCallan* 471-0005 -Council. Saturday, May 4, 8:30 AM to 4:30
Conservation — Courtney White* ©  982-5502  * Member of the SF Group Executive Committee PM, in the Unitarian Church (107 W.
Membership — Pat Stevens - 9B2-5051 . N3 , :

- Terms expire . Barcelona) in Santa Fe. Its focus will be on
Wmﬁﬂ.o%ﬂmhwomm: w_Mm:x Carlson MMMMMMM 12/96: Bober/Freeman/Johnson/Wardwell  wildlife and the Wildlands Project. Featured
Outings — Norbert Sperfich 983.1962 12/97: Buchser/Goldman/McCallan/Soracco/White "speaker is Prof. Michael Soule, conservation

" Norma McCallan* 471-0005 . . biologist from U of C Santa Cruz. More info?
B . o o : call Courtney White (982-5502)
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS  NOTE |
May : : UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED ALL OUTINGS starting ’

. . \ June 1, 1996 — will leave from the new Santa Fe Group office, 621
28 — Conservation Committee (Courtney White, 982-5502) Old Santa Fe Trail, in a complex-of offices called Plaza Desira, just
June . ) » » . south of the Old Santa Fe Trail Bookstore & Coffeehouse, Cars can
4 — Executive n.ucBEEom (Don Goldman, 473-2821) . be parked in the field beyond the office buildings. - - - =
25— Conservation Committee . - (Courtney White, 982-5502) T I R R DU
Juy oo ' TAMARISKREMOVAL
2 ~— Executive Committee -~ -~ - (Don Goldman, 473-2821) - . : . e

& . Various environmental groups and concerned citizens in Northern

- New Mexico are planning a series of work days to help eradicate the

The Executive and Conservation Committee meetings are held at tamarisk along the Rio Grande at Orvilla Verde Recreation area,

our new office ai 621 Old h&aﬁ Fe Trail, ME«« 10 (Plaza Desira) near Pilar.- Cutting off shoots of already downed trees is the
e RS P alternative to eradication by herbicides. The work is under the
COi _mmﬂﬂﬁﬂvd D, N ﬂozz- ITE N. ﬂ,wm.—ua RT supervision of the Taos BLM office, coordinated by Roberta Salazar
In the past two months the Conservation Committee of the Santa (758-4726)

Fe Group has discussed a wide variety of topics, including: power - The BLM will mmﬁwq the tools. wmnm.n_.vmam should bring gloves
lines in Tesuque, wildlife workshops, the BLM wilderness bill, grazing and lunch. Complimentary deserts provided by local restaurants.

on public lands, the Atalaya Trail, issue hikes, topics for general - Workdays are mmﬁE.amS June 22, mﬁz&.@. July 27 and Saturday,
membeiship meetings, Congressional bills, mining in New Mexico, August 24, Ena.n at Orvilla Verde Recreation area at 9 AM. (From
financial support for other conservation groups, bears and forest Santa Fe ﬁmwm. Highway 285 to Espanola, route 68 ﬂoimmn.m Taos, and
health. If any of these topics interest you, please join our rather lively turn left by Pilar on route 570 to the Recreation area visitor center,

meetings (see above for dates and location), 1% miles down the dirt road. .
Santa Fe participants can check at the Sierra office parking lot

that morning to see if anyone wants to carpool up. For more
information and more precise directions, contact Roberta Salazar.
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- SANTA FE GROVP OVTINGS

Sat Sun May | Sat Sun May (continued)
4 Forest Field Trip Martha Ann Freeman (438-0697) Borrego

Mesa, Esp Rngr Dist. Observe forest health and historic land
use patterns. Call for reservations.

 Norrine Sanders (984-0386) Easy Hike along the Rio Grande

from Embudo to Velarde, Leave 8:30 AM.

wanmnoﬁ.mbgugg%

Bob McKee (672-3426) Moderate S-day Backpack Paria River

Canyon on UT-AZ border, a premier SW canyon, 37 miles:

Perhaps do spectacular Spencer Trail after. Lve early 5-18,

retum 5-24. Call leader for reservations. Depending on wishes
of participants, trip can be pushed back one day to May 17-23.

If weather conditions make Paria impassable, an alternate

canyon hike will be led.

May 25.26-27, Saturday-Sunday-Monday
Margot Wilson (744-5860) TorC Car Camp & Moderate Day

Hike west side of San Mateo Mitns, explore the lovely, little

4 John McClure (986-1949) Easy Hike Apache Cyn. 9 am. . used Apache Kid Wilderness. Dogs allowed. Norma McCallan
5 Norbert Sperlich (983-1962) Moderate Hike Otowi Ruins & {471-0005) SF contact for carpooling,
Queen Mary Mesa. Rough terrain, some scrambling, Call .
leader if not familiar with area, Leave 8 AM. Sat Sun June hikes leave from 621 Old Santa Fe Trail
5 ISSUE OUTING * John Wright (2474353 ABQ) 1 Norrine Sanders (984-0386) Moderate Hike on Aspen Vista
Cabezon Wilderness Study Area (2ud atemmpt) explore its Road to rock outcrop. About 8 miles RT, 1,400 elevation gain,
special features in an Easy Hike with optional Strenuous highest point 11,400". Leave 8:30 AM.
nmnu»WWoM A..uw_x&_u.n~ Peak. Norma McCallan (471-0005) local 2 Art Judd (982-3212) Strenuous Hike to Santa Fe Baldy. 13
coniact lor carpooling. _ : miles RT, 2,760’ elevation gain, highest point 12,622". Call
-u Carolyn & Arnold Keskulla (982-9570) Easy/Moderate Hike up leader if not familias with hike, Leave 8 AM.
. Penstemon ridge. Leave 8:30 AM. | o ' June 5-10, Wednesday to Monday
11 Caroline Glick (984-3184) Strenuous Hike to Glorieta Bakiy. Norma McCallan (471-0005) E
o s allowed. Call for reservations and time. : Slickhom Canyon, UT. Lve Wed PM; retun Mon PM,

Relatively unknown canyon south of Grand Gulch, many side

_Lanyons, a combination of backpacking and dayhiking from 2
base camps. In some places hiking is slow due to rocks and
vegetation, Call Norma !

June 8.9, Saturday and Sunday

- Ted Mertg (915-852-3011, El Paso) Eagle Peak Timber Sale
Field Trip (near W%m:.ov See "Chapter Outings Notes from
Norma" elsewhere in newsletter. Call Norma in SF (471-0005)
for carpooling down on Saturday AM.

. 8 Steven Janus (988-4137) Strenucus Hike to Wheeler Peak by
18 Atalayn Trail Maintenance with John Buchser (474-7044) way of Williams Lake. Steep. Highest point 13,161’ about
Bring work gloves, lunch, water. Tools will be provided. Meet 4,000 elevation gain. Call leader. .

at St. John’s parking lot at 9 AM, 9 Julie Montoya King (438-7197) Moderate Hike Gloriets Ghost

18 iy taan (3840746) Easy/Moderate Hike oferale Pike Rim Vista Trail Town, 6.5, RT. 950 clevation gain. Lve 8 AM.

y bushwack for some views. Leave 8: 15 Carolyn and Arnold Keskulla (9829570 Hike Bo
wh_n %HHH&W w_»wa MM %ﬂm&%ﬁ%ﬁ& 7 AM. If to0 15 Caroline Glick (984-3184) Strenuous Hike Stewart Lake 10.5
now, m . o mi RT, 10,332, 2,500’ elevation gain. Dogs allowed.

19 Jefl Jones (466-2389) Easy Hike Leave 9 AM, Small kids with - 16 Lee Sullivan (662-6185) Moderate Hike Peralta Rdg area
parents encouraged. . Jemez Mtas) 7 T, 800’ elev gain, some ofi-trail hiking:
25 Lionel ( 715 M fremuous (Jemez Mtas) 7 miles RT, elev gaim, some off-trail hiking.

Sat

somewhere near Santa Fe. Leave 8 AM.

25..... Elizabeth Altman (471-8490) Easy Hike Coyn Bonito. LvS.am o o ... .

Lve 8:30 from L.A. pkg lot behind fire station W. Jemez Rd,
w. of Diamond Dr; or carpool from S.F. Tr, lve at 7:30 AM.
T - JUNE GOZA.H&CNU Fl

SMaN dnolig) 34 ejues

Sat Sun July Hikes leave from 621 Old Santa Fe Trail o2 - ,Ec..ﬁ_ - Soracco  (983-6715)  Strenuous  Hike Holy Ghost
6 Axfiold and Caroline Keskulla (982-9570) Easy Hike up Aspen . Campground — Santa Fe Ski Basin. Two parties smw E_n”.s opposite
Vista Rd to large rock outcropping, Lye 8:30 AM. directions w/a car swap. Total Hnumﬁw w?.uﬁ 12.5 miles, _E.Ho& point
6 Jeff Jones (466-2389) Very Stren Hike Santa Fe 10,060, elev gain: Holy Ghost — Ski Basin about 3,500%; Ski Basin
Baldy — Lake Katherine — Spirit Lake Loop, 15 miles, great Holy Ghost about 1,400'. Leave 7:30 AM. -
A . . 22 - Work Day at Orilla Verde Rec Area (near Pilar) to remove tamarisks.
elevation change. Leave 7:15 AM. Call leader! w.m;oauﬂm«m te insert for details,
7 Norbert Sperlich (983-1962) Moderate/Strenuous Hike Bast © 23 John McClure (986-1949) Easy Hike to Tent Rocks. Leave 8 AM. Call
Fork of the Jemez. Bring sneakers and swimsuit, Jeader if not familiar &E..mmu_noﬁrl
13 George Grossman (982-1024) La Manga Timber Sale Field 3 . A .
R . . : 29 Jeff Jones (466-2389) Easy Hike from Ski Basin up on service road.
Trip This proposed sale (now on appeal in the courts) would High elev, Kids welcome. Lve 830 AM
destroy what many consider the most m_wm:mnuun stand of old 29 John Buck @7 fqoﬁ.v Stren Trall Maint in Santa
growth forest in Northern NM. Explore this remote area, north Barbara Ca Bring work gloves. Tools provided. Lve 8 AM
L) - N . a .
of Vallecitos & La Madera, with George and a forest expert. 29 Ned Sudborough (820-1270) & Norma McCallan (471-0005) Moderate
Easy-level hiking. L.eave 7:30 AM. Plan on an all-day trip due . :
in May stop for Supper on rotum Hike Chicofha Peak (in Jemez) 11,561’ (short bushwhack) Return either
13 " Lionel Soraceo (983-6715) Moderate/Stren B .n_o.—,& in by looping west along an old trail ﬁ:nw follows the ridgeline or
Jemez above Cochiti, near Dixon Apple Ranch. Leave 8 AM. bushwhack up Polvadera Peak (11,232') just to the north n.um the R.xﬁ
14 Joff Regenold (661-6707-; 662-9412-w) Easy Hike to Jovely Dogs sllowed. Wear sturdy boots. Leave 7:30 AM. May eat in Espafiola
Cafiada de Bonita, near Los Alamos. Explore area closed to : . 166 m.. > o 140 foderate il I
grazing for M@ uMM_a Mbn n auoa:wﬂ condition. Grazing Issues » ,Mwo“.uwwv 7.2 Muwom. MHN‘MMMWNMPN.MA.&.&HW“ at 8 AM.- Osha
Field Trip #1. or meeting place. : ’ ’
14 Robert McKee (672-3426) Moderate Hike up Raven’s Ridge to ’

Friday, July 19 to Tuesday, july 30

the false peak of Lake Peak, about 2,000’ elevation change.
Lve 8 AM. Call leader after 6:30 PM.

Norma McCallan (471-0005)
Continental Divide Trail Jones Pass south to Independence

. Pass, 97.6 miles. Re-supply point Copper Mtn. 1st part 43.6 mi;
* 2nd part 54 mi. Experienced backpackers only. Drive Fri PM,

retum Tues PM. PLAN B IF SNOW PERSISTS: S5-dny

backpack on CO C.D. Trail Spring Creek Pass to Stony Pass,

34Y: miles on C.D. and 12-13 out on jeep road. Cross 13,214° |

peak, 3rd highest on C.D. Trail. Leave Fri PM. Optional
dayhikes in the area after the backpack. Call leader!! -

Caroline Glick (984-3184) Steve Janus (588-4137) Orienteering
Field Trip Brush up on your scouting skills- Vicinity of Atalaya

Peak. Bring compass, pencil/pen, and Map of the Mountains of

Santa Fe (Drake Mountain Maps) available in local book &

-camping stores. Leave 8:30 AM. Call leaders for info.

John Jasper (466-8572-h; 986-4613-w) Easy Hike Tesuque-Ski
Basin-Back Loop. Leave 6:30 AM.

10day Backpack on CO

Outings Notes — Unless otherwise noted, after
Sierra office, 621 Old Sante Fe Treil, *Plaza Desira,” just south of Old SF Trail Bookstore &

July  (continued)

27 John Buchser Aﬁfqotv Strenuous Hike & Trall Maintenance in Santa
Barbara Canyon. Bring work gloves; tools provided. Leave 8 AM.
28 Art Judd (982-3212) Moderate Hike in the. high country. Leave 8 AM.

Call for details,

Y,

.E:wm. 1996, all outings [eave from the

gng_gi__ggazr!ﬁg%gagg

anwmnni“oﬁsongoqgoﬂ_:izo:Zxo....ﬁaa.;xﬁungn:gan_g
23.35258§2§.§§3a§05§§|g§
the right to tum eway anyone whose aquipment or experience appears unsuitable, Leader
g&!&%i%&z?ﬂ%:ﬁﬁuniﬁg.g
conditions, or insufficientriumbers of participants. Unaccompanied minors must have written
%ggﬂagngﬁgguggggmﬁg&us
?Qﬁamg.oﬁaivﬂ%gzgsggg.ﬂ&%gﬂ
for detsils of the individual hike.

21 Jeff Regenold (661-6707-h; 662-9412-w) Moderate Hike to
Peralta Creek, a lovely spot in the Jemez across from the Valle
Grande, lots of wildflowers, elk & wild turkey. Unfortunately
it is also a heavily grazed riparian area. Graging Issues Field
Trip #2. Call for meeting place.

27 Work Day at Orilla Verde Recreation Area (near Pilar) to
remove Tamarisks, See separate insert for details,
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FROM THE CHAIR

by Jim Winder

I'am sure that most all of you have heard about the death of Tony
Merten' last month. With Tony’s"passing, the duties of Group Chair have

the presentand future conditions of our Group.lam amember of the Chapter
Executive Committee and am in my second term on the Group Excom where
Thave served as Vice-chair and Secretary. I am married to Katrina and have
two daughters, Shae age 7, and Peyton, 18 months. The only thing unusual
about this is that I'am a full-time rancher.

A few people arebothered by the factthatIam a rancherandaSierra
Clubactivist. I have always maintained that the world would beabetter place
if all ranchers were Sierra Club members. While may be labeled a moderate
environmentalist (most ranchers find me quite radical), I certainly appreciate
the need for diversity in the Sierra Club. We need all the voices we can get
to frame the debate and to clarify our goals. Moderates need not be afraid of
stretching their ideas and radicals need not fear compromise. This is what
makes our Club evolve and grow.

Our membership has grown substantially in recent months to 450
group members and 6400 for the chapter, For thisI have'to credita Republican
congress, they have awakened us from ourcomplagency. A group of members
in the Alamogordo/Ruidoso area are interested in forming a section and
taking charge of activism in their area. This has been very successful in the
Sierra County area through the formation of the Warm Springs Section.
Those of you interested in this new section should attend ameeting to be held
in Alamogordo on May 21, at 7:30 p.m. at Together We Frame, 1600A Tenth
Street. Please call Cindy Roper (W:434-4494 or H:434-1344) if you require
more information. Anyone in the Silver City area interested in forming a
section should contact Dutch Salmon at 388-3763.

lask thateach of youlookinward and examine yourmoral obligation
to act for the environment. Can you spend alittle time each week to help the
environment at home in your own community? Even though membership is
up, activism is not. The same handful of members have been rowing the boat

for years, and we are alittle tired. Instead of a few working constantly, can’t

wehavemany working occasionally? We havea variety of compelling issues,
certainly one of themis your special concern. Lead a hike, writealetter, orjust
vote. For new members, this is a chance to learn and grow, for veteran
members, a chance to lend us your experience. Please give me or any of the
other Executive Committee members a call and find out how you can get
involved. If you don’t do it, who will?

CHIRICAHUA _m>_,.<>mm_ TIMBER SALE

The Southwest Center for Biodiversity has appealed a Tucson, AZ
Federal Judge’s decision to allow logging in the Chiricahua Mountains in SE
Arizona.The logging site is in a burn area in the Rustler Park area near the
crestand surrounds Threatened Mexican spotted ow! territory. Accordingto
the SWCE, a) the site was conveniently deleted by the Forest Service to allow
for the sale; b) the US Fish and Wildlife Service is opposed to the sale, and has
notbeen allowed to consult on the sale or on the deletion of the territory. This
is the first logging to take place there since the 1960s. .

The Salvage Timber provision allows “logging without laws,

”

i.e.

“no public input or compliance with existing environmental laws that a
regular timber sale would be subject to. Urge your congressmenand senators
to repeal “logging without laws” as soon as possible.

_n__m____m_EE the Gila River?

The Grantand Hidalgo County Soil and Water Conservation Districts
has requested an Army Corps of Engineers 404 permit that if issued, would
allow channelizing the Gila River from above Ciff, N.M. to the Arizona border
(Clean Water Act 404 Permit application no. NM95-50090). The proposal is
somewhat vague and the Corps of Engineers has received very negative
responses from the US Fish and Wildlife Service, EPA, NM Game and Fish as
‘well as a number of individual and organizations. The biological information
given by the Corps of Engineers is very different from biological information
presented by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the NM Dept of Game and Fish,
the USEnvironmental Protection Agency, and the NM Environment Department
and many citizens. ‘ : B
* - The proposal seemed dead when the Grant County Soil and Water
Conservation District invited staff from Senators Domenici and Bingaman and
Congressman Skeen’s offices to meet with them. However, local environmen-
talistsand the Nature Conservancy seemed tobeleft out of thisinvitation. Atthe
insistence of Senator Bingaman’s office, the Nature Conservancy and other
environmental interests were invited to a meeting on March 29 as were agency
personnel. :
At this meeting , the agencies stood firm, and it is possible that the
permit request may be withdrawn in favor of local community dialogue and
requests for site specific projects to control flooding. However, the permit does
not appear to be withdrawn yet. It would be worthwhile to contact Senators
Bingaman and Domenici and Congressman Skeen to ask them to not support
the proposed “Clean Water Act permit application NM95-50090” as it now
stands as the biological information given by the Corps of Engineersis in direct
conflict with information from other agencies. Other local input and options
should be considered to address specific flooding problems.

WARM SPRINGS SECTION REPORT |

by Margot Wilson

On the one year anniversary of the Warm Springs Section, I want to.
‘take a few minutes to thank James Wells, a local physician with a young family,
for making the Sierra Club a viable happening in Sierra County, home of the
People For the Preservation of Caballo Mountain and a stronghold for The
People For the West. Now Sierra County can offer two conservation groups: The
Warm Springs Section and The Animas-Percha Alliance. Great! Jameshas been
one of those lone workers for conservation causes, who writes letters to the
ierra County Sentinel and the Herald, and speaks out at public meetings for the

H , Lo | b b

. “fallenuponme. Thisisanappropriatetime tointroduce myselfand to discuss -+ e oo . of the Wolf. Jaies T Botten out iotices for general meetings

and-done all kinds of nitty gritty things that are necessary to launch a small
group like ours. Inaddition, James hasbeen activein supportingthe Hot Springs
High School Biology Club. He is generous with his fime ant money when it
comes to helping kids. . &
Personally, I want to thank him for asking me to “Get a Sierra Club
group going here.” And so we began. Something about talking with James and
other Club members gave me the courage to become more activein the Cluband
community. All the credit for this first year goes to James. Thanks.

; The Warm Springs Section, besides offering an outpost to environ-
mentalists, has done a lot to educate itself and members of the comrmmunity, and
meespecially. We've donealot of education through our general meetings, with
speakerslike the Forest Service's Jerry Payneand BLM's Russ Jentian. Marianne
Thaeler spoke at our first meeting on military and environmental issues in
southern New Mexico. Sue McIntosh spoke on Copper Flats and its DEIS, We've
had alotof support from the Chapter, the Mining Oversightand Control Project,
.and the Rural Forum. We've sent off lots of letters on the Grazing Bill, Copper
Flats and other mining concerns. We've had outings to heighten our knowledge
on grasslands: to the North Palomas and Hermosa allotments, the Beck Ranch
and Lake Valley Ranch with Jim Winder and a visit to the USDA Jornada
Experimental Range. We've visited some WSAs: Presilla, Las Canas, and
Stallion with Paul Kreibhel. (Sadly, the pictographs are in a sorry state and soon
will be swept away by the wind.) We've had a lot of fun and laughs too, with
Chet and Mern Warwick slipping and sliding around the Mud Caves by candle
light. Some thought that the best outing ever! , . ‘

- The coming year will be another year of hard work, growth and
fellowship too. We plan to be more effective in our communications, with Mary
Katherine Ray working to get out announcements and letters. With the Rural
Forum we will be more informed and responsive, networking'with others like
the Animas-Percha Alliance. We have good outings planned too! I think Hellen
Keller expressed my philosophy, “ Alone we can do solittle, together we can do
so much.”

Outings Schedule:

May 18: Moderate to m_,Hm:co.cm hike E.E_ Chet Warwick, 894-6427, a loop from
Emory Pass to Railroad Canyon with a good possibility of including Hillsboro -
Peak. Leave Furr’s parking lot at 8:00 AM or rendevous at the Hillsboro General
Store at 8:45 AM.

May 25, 26, 27: Leave Furr’s parking lot at 8:30 AM Saturday morning and meet
others at Bear Trap Campground in the San Mateo Mountains, It's OK to arrive
later in the weekend. Three days of outings with Margot Wilson (744-5860) and
Norma McCallan. Scrabble at night or bring your favorite board or card game.

* June 9: Meet at Furr’s parking lot at 3:00 PM for an easy dog hike and picnie
supper at Spring Time Campground. '

June 15: Hike the high country with Bull Bussmann (473-3841). Rendevous at
the Hillsboro Store at 8:00 AM. .
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We win one!

WAR ON THE ENVIRONMENT UPDATE

by Richard Barish

A victory in the battle over Utah wilderness! Right in the backyard of New
Mexico, the sandstone canyon country of southern Utah abounds in huge, deep river
canyons, narrow slot canyons, breathtaking drop-offs, and massive and stunning

- landforms. The Sierra Club and a coalition of over 70 other organizations have been

pursuing wilderness designation for about 5.7 million acres of this awe-inspiring
country, H.R. 1500, co-sponsored by over 70 representatives, has been introduced in
the House of Representatives to accomplish this goal.

~ Anti-wilderness conservatives have introduced their own bills to co-opt FL.R,
1500. The bills, H.R. 1745/ 5. 884, designate jess than two million acres and do not even
create true wilderness. Thebills would allow for considerable development, inciuding
dams, transmission lines, and pipelines. Thebills also contain “hard release” language
that would have the effect of precluding the designation of more wilderness in the
future. :

Senate supporters of the S. 884 attempted to force passage of the bill by
sticking it in an omnibus bill containing many good measures. However, Senator Bill
Bradley (D-NJ) led a filibuster of the omnibus bill, and the cloture vote fell nine votes
short of the 60 needed to break the filibuster and bring the bill to a vote.

Although we won an important battle, we cannot rest until a good Utah
wilderness bill has been passed. Contact Senators Bingaman and Domenici and
Representatives Schiff, Richardson, or Skeen and let them know of your support for
H.R. 1500 and your opposition to H.R. 1745/S. 884.

Anti-environmental riders redux. Lastyear, radical conservativesin Congress
tried to sneak many anti-environmental measures throughby attaching them asriders
to spending bills and other bills necessary to. the operation of government. By
attaching them asriders rather than introducing them as stand-alone bills, they hoped
to avoid debate and public scrutiny of these measures. By and large, this sneak attack
failed in the wake of a public outcry in support of our environmental laws and in
opposition to these riders.

meman.msﬁmougmﬁmumoanmmmum:oimﬁﬁmmmﬁ Thelastfourappropriations
bills for this fiscal year have been combined into one omnibus appropriationsbill. This
bill contains numerous anti-environmental riders, including riders which would
continue the moratorium on new listings under the Endangered Species Act, prevent
the designation of new msﬁmu?mm m#mm\ and many other measures detrimental to the
environment.

© 202-456-1111 202-456-1414

&mmmmuﬂ forms. As of this writing, the bill has not yet been reported out of the
conference committee. If the bill still contains the anti-environmental riders when it
comes out of the conference committee, please contact Bingaman, Domenici and
Schiff, Richardson, or Skeen and ask them not to vote for the bill. Please also contact
President Clinton and urge him to veto the bill if it arrives at his desk with the riders
still attached. Please feel free to call the mﬂm..,oH (247-8079) for information on the status
of the bill. _

gnﬁmﬂm reign on publiclands: Domeni
March 19, the Senate voted to pass Pete Domenici’s Public Rangelands Management
Act. This atrocious bill is simply a special interest giveaway to ranchers and a huge
slap in the face to all other public lands users. Among other things, the bill gives new
rights to ranchers to ensure that cattle numbers cannot be reduced and prevents land
managers from managing public lands for the ecological health to the lands. The bill
has not yet been heard in the House. Contact Representative Schiff and ask him to
oppose the House version of this bill. Also, contact Senator Bingaman and thank him
for his opposition to this bill, and contact Pete Domenici and express your outrage at
the environmental damage that this bill will cause and the special treatment and
subsidies that it mEmm to ranchers.

Senator Pete Uon._mﬁmnm

328 Senate Office Bldg,.

Washington, DC 20510-3102
202-224-6621 505-766-3481 (ABQ)

FAX: 202-224-7371
senator_domenici@domenici.senate.gov

Senator Jeff Bingarman

703 Hart Office Bidg,

Washington, DC 20510-3102

202-224-5521 505-766-3636 (ABQ)

FAX: 202-224-2852
senator_bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov

Representative Steve Schiff
2404-RHOB

Washington, D.C. 20515
202-225-6316, 505-766-2538 (ABQ)
FAX: 202-225-4975

Representative Bill Richardson
2209-RHOB

Washington, D.C. 20515
202-225-6190 505-988-7230 (S Fe)
FAX 202-225-1950

Representative Joe Skeen

2367-RHOB

Washington, D.C. 20515

202-225-2365 505-527-1771 (Las Cruces)
FAX: 202-225-9599

President Biil Clinton
1600 wmszmw?mam Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

FAX: 202-456-2461
president@whitehouse.gov

Note: You may also try to reach the Capitol i ==
switchboard at 800/962-3524 or 800/972-352. -

‘The ‘ommnibus-spending bill* rmm ‘passed-both houses-of- Oou-mndmm in slightly -

ci’s grazing bill passes Senate. On

Aboutayearago, we

‘wirote describing what you

need to do to access the
World Wide Web. Since then,

- a lot of new members have

joined and alotofothershave
become interested, so we
thought an update of that
informationwouldbea good
idea.

To begin with, get-
ting on the"'web" is pretty
easy todo. Youdon'tneed to
be a computer nerd to "surf
the web" with the best of
them,

What do you need
to get started? Almost any
computer running today will
do the job. However, to take
bestadvantage of the graphic
imagesavailable, youshould
getasmuch speed and power
as you can afford. You will
also need a modem, whichis
the gadget that allows your
computer to talk to other
computersoveraphoneline.
Again, the faster the better
(9600 baud is the minimum
you should consider and
14,400 or even 28,800 baud

‘would be even better). You

will also need Internet
application software, which
you should get from your
"Internet service provider."
What is an "Internet
service provider”yousay? A
"provider”isan organization
(could be commercial or a
university) with a computer
that's connected to the
Internet. Those with access
to the computer systems at
the universities like UNM,
UTEP, NMSU are already
connected directly to the
Internet. For the rest of us,
there are "dialup” providers
whichareaccessed over your
phone line using a modem.
You can choose from major
online services such as
America Online -(AQL),
Compuserve and Prodigy or
the huge selection of direct
providers, such as Network
Intensive, RT66, AT&T, and
gﬂchmwn:mnwEmnogwcam
magazine or ask at your
computer equipment store).
Most all are accessible by a
local phone call to most
Chapter members and
include E-Mail. To access
the Web, make sure you get
SLIP/PPP serviceand ask for
aWebbrowsersoftwaresuch
as Netscape or Mosaic. Your
provider can help you with
the software installation and
setup. :
How much will all
this cost? Of course, how
much you spend on a
computer, modem and

Electronic Sierra Club

On the

World-Wide Webh

by Bruce Batson (bbatson@ni.net) and

Bhlair Brown (bblairb@aol.com)

software is up to you. The
good news is that software
and monthly connect fees
charged by the "providers"
can be very economical
indeed, anywhere from free
for the software and as little
as $5 per month for 5 hours
of connect time to $25-35 per

month for 100+ hours. Some

communities even have free
services. How can you beat
that for access to all the
information in the world?

Once you'reready to
browse, start with the
Chapter's homepage at:
http://www.nm.net/~sierra/
That's the Chapter’s URL
(UniformResource Locator),
aformofaddresscommeon o
almost all Internet sites.

Asyoudiscoversites
with environmental
information that you'd like
tosharewithothers, justsend
either of us an E-mail
message with thesiteaddress
and we'll add it to the list on
the Chapter Home Page.

From there, the
world is yours.

Keep Public
Lands in
Public Hands

Sierra Club activists
from 13 states are gathering this
May 10-12 in Monument,
Colorado (near Colorado
Springs) to get the training and
information needed to combat
the wise use movement and its
corporate and political allies.
The registration fee is
$25 per person, which includes
meals {a Friday evening
reception with buffet, all meals
on Saturday, plus Sunday
breakfast and lunch).
Lodging is at the
_Falcon Lodge in Monument,
Colorado, about 15 miles north
of Colorado Springs. Lodging
cost for the weekend is $46 per
person double occupancy, paid
to the hotel at time of checkout.
Workshop subjects
include The Yellowstone

Ecosystem, Mining, Water,

Utah, Grazing, Forest Planning,
Newsletters, Legal, Media,
Political Action and
Membership.

To obtain further
information or a registration
form: 1) Call 303-798-3236.
Leavea postal addresstohavea
brochuremailed to you. 2)Send
ane-mail {o coriezi@netone.com.
Also include a postal address
for a brochure. 3) Visit our
webpage:
www.sierraclub.org/chapters/
co/regional. html

If you're interested in
carpooling, call Susan Gorman
at 505-265-3231.

http:// |



Chapter
Outings
Notes
from
Norma

Sunday, May - 5--

WILDERNESS STUDY AREA

OUTING — John Wright 247-4353
(Albg). - :

Explore the special features
and beautiful rock formations of the
CABEZON WSA southof Cuba. Easy
hiking, and an optional strenuous
climbup Cabezon Peak, a prominent
landmark formilesaround. CallJohn
fortime & meetingplace, in Bernalillo.

Saturday/Sunday, June8/9-
- EAGLEPEAKTIMBER SALE field
trip — Ted Mertig 915-852-3011 (El
Paso).

Eagle Peak is New Mexico's
premiere example of the destructive
consequences of the Salvage Logging
Laws. InJuly 1995 President Clinton

signed the ill-advised Salvage Rider -

into law, effectively permitting
logging without environmentai
review in our national forests. That
very day a fire (arson?) began on
Eagle Peak, near Reserve, which
burned 13,000 acres. Now the Forest
Service plans to log the entire area,

which will fragment the largest re- -

mainingroadlessareain thenorthern
Gila = ecosystem, devastate critical

‘Spotted Owl habitat, and violate a

Zunireligioussite. Meet at12:00pm
Saturday at the Forest Sexrvice Ranger
Station in Reserve. The group will
drive in on dirt roads about 20 miles,
spend the afternoon exploring the
area with Ted and alocal expert, car
camp in thearea Saturday night, and

.then explore another nearby area

Sunday morning. Drive home
Sunday afternoon. The hikingshould

Grand Opening of
Public Lands
Information Center

As government budgets shrink
and citizens' desires to use public land
skyrocket, a new multi-agency
information center is opening June 1 in

‘Santa Fe that addresses both trends. The

Public Lands Information Center (PLIC)
will host a ribbon-cutting ceremony and
reception to officially inaugurate a new
service concept built over the past year
by officials of the federal Bureau of Land
Management and the non-profit
Southwest Natural and Cultural Heritage
Association (SNCHA).

"The PLICideaissimple," states

*facility manager Richard Atkinson. "We

want to provide the public with some

.piece of information, a map, abook or a

referral number for anybody who wants
to do anything legal on any publiclands
in New Mexico. Whether it's state or
Federal land, BLM or National Forest
rarely matters to the public. Wejust want
them to have an enjoyable experience
wherever they go on publc Jands."

. The June 1 ceremony at the
Centerin BLM's New Mexico State Office
will feature an open house from 1 to 5 pm

_ and the ribbon cutting at 2 pm. "We've

asked all the participating agencies to
attend and bring their fatest displaysand
information," Atkinson says. "Plus we'll
have refreshments, live music and some
special appearances by folks like our
elected officials, noted authors and
Smokey Bear." , .
. Besides BLM, participating

agencies include the federal National

‘Parks, Forests, and Fish and wildlife

services, plus the Bureau of Reclamation
and Corps of Engineers. State of New
Mexico cooperation comes from the

Game and Fish, State Parks and

Recreation, Tourism and Land Offices.
"All of these agencies are feeling the
budgetsqueeze," Atkinson concedes, "but
by centralizing all this information in a
one-stop outlet, we'll make both
information-retrieval and tax-saving a
little easier for our citizens.”
“We'vespent the winter setting
up this facility,” Atkinson says, citing
two separate government shutdowns as
impediments, "but now the highway
signs are going up, our rack cards are
being distributed, and the book and map
inventoryisup tospeed." More thanjust
abookstore, the PublicLands Information
Centeralso providesanswerstoquestions
for local residents and tourists alike,
issues permits, passes and licenses for
publicactivitiesor facilitiesand conducts
an extensive nationwide phone and mail
order service. "Going on-line is our next

priority.”

A two-week Grand Opening

Sale on all books and many other items
plusaseriesof special lectures and book-
signings begins May 28 at the Center.
*The publicisinvited to attend allevents,"
Atkinson adds, "especially the June 1
reception and ribbon cutting ceremony. "

— —

be at an easy level, the discussions
intense and the scenery beautiful.

Saturday, July 13--LA
MANGA TIMBER SALE field trip-
- George Grossman 982-1024 (Santa -
Fe).

This proposed timber sale
(now on appeal in the courts) would
destroy whatmany consider themost
significantstand ofold growth forest
leftin northern New Mexico. Explore
this remote area, north of Vallecitos
and La Madera, with Georgeanda
forest expert. The hiking will be
easy. Leave 7:30 am from the SF
Sierra Club Office, 621 Old Santa Fe
Trail. This will be an all-day trip
because of the long drive; the group
may stop at a restaurant for supper
on theway home. If coming from the
north, call George for a meeting
place on the way. If coming from the -
south, Norma offers her house to
stay at the night before (call 471-
0005). -

- As_ more and more
environmental problems come to
light, and the challenges of
confronting the destructive tactics of
our current Congress continue, the
concept of issue-oriented outings
becomes ever more important.- john
deCock, Associate Director of
Conservation for the Sierra Club has
written a good lead article in the’
latest ‘Group & Chapter Outings
Newsletter on" ActivistOutingsatthe
Chapter & Group Level," with good

ideasforimplementationand follow-

through. I will be glad to xerox a
copy for anyone interested. _

Sierra Q:e,gmaw&.m and Friends

Join Us For The
GRAND OPENING Of The
NEW MEXICO PUBLIC LANDS
INFORMATION CENTER
Saturday, June 1, 1996
BLM New Mexico State. Office
1474 Rodeo Road, Santa Fe

BOOK SALE FOOD MUSIC

of all Federal Land Management
agenciesincluding Forest Service, Fish
-& Wildlife and BLM.)

Los Alamos

Attempting to
Form Group

A new division of the Sierra
Club is being formed in Los Alamos. A
couple of months ago, area members
began calling each other to assess the
inferest in organizing and working on
local environmental issues.

More than 80 people expressed
interest in the possibility, and a meeting
was set up to explore the matter. About
40 members came to the meeting, and
about half of those presentindicated that
they would be willing to put time and
effort into operating a Section (of the
Santa Fe Group) or a full-fledged Group,
as -officets, Executive Committee
members, or activists. Further meetings
have been held, and the group is now
holding General Membership meetings
once a month.

Anyoneinterested injoining the
forming Los Alamos group, or in
attending meetings, becoming active in
issues, or just offering suggestions,
should call Michael Smith at 662-2380 or

contact him by e-mail at

smith@esa.lanl.gov

Los Alamos General Meeting
* Schedule

May1 7pm

Mesa Public Library

Ranger Chris Jordan of Bandelier will be
speaking on "What Smokie Never Told

“You," about fire ecology and the need for

prescribed burns. .

June 12 7pm

“ Mesa Public Library 7

There will be a Roundtable Discussion .

. about the Department of Energy's plan

to transfer land to the County of Los
Alamos for economic development.

- Speakerswillinclude County Councillor
_ Jim Greenwood, Director of Los Alamos'

Economic Development Corporation,
County Councillor and restauranteur
Denise Smith, who was involved in the
negotiations with DOE, and Susie
Haveman, Executive Director of the Los
Alamos Chamber of Commerce.
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Brian Alden, Albuquérque " F
Timothy Alexander, Santa Fe

Lieu Anguyen, >ﬁ=ﬁmacm o

Bill Armstrong, Santa Fe
Mr. G.F. Ameal, Albuquergue
Susan Ashler, SantaFe v~
Rosemarie BagioniTom Brooks, mm_._s _um
Robert Baker, Santa Fe

Betty Baldwin, Santa Fe

Chandra Bales, Albuguerque

John Banister, Albuquerque

Gary Barth, Albuquerque

Seanna Barton, Caballe -

Robert Beauchamp, SantaFe -~ - @
Melanie Beck, Santa Fe Dot
Vincent Beck; Santa Fe...
Richard Becker; Santa Fe .

Rick Belford, Santa Fe .
Deborah Below, Albuquerque
Barbara Benzaguen, Sanfa Fe
Sam & Margaret Beriram, Santa mm
Joseph Black, Santa Fe

Joanna Blackburn, El Paso

Dianel Boteler, Shiprock

E. Bowers, Albuquerque

Ann Boylan, Anthony

Doris Bratnstein, Santa Fe

Tina Broder, Albuquerque

Mr. Bill Bromberg, Albuquerque
David Brocks, Albuguerque :
Ms. Susan Brotan, Las Cruces

D. Brown Jr., Santa e

. Randy Burge, Santa Fe

William Burgfield, Albuguerque
Garol Burleson, Las Cruces
Betty Bustamante, Santa Fe
Yvonne Buicher, Albuquerque
Joe Butler, Cedar Crest

Lionel Cafanche, £l Paso
Nancy Caldwell, Albuquerque
Luigi Calicchia, Albuquerque
Scott Cameron, Albuquerque

. Ms. Boby Cannon, Albuquerque

Margot & Ed Cantrall, Santa Fe
Betly Caponera, Albuquerque

S. Camichael, Los Alamos
Rehecca Carpenter, Santa Fe
Rebecca Carrier Smith, Santa Fe
J. Andrew Carter, Tijeras-

Joel Castellanos, Albuguerque
Marlene Cebuhar-Santa Fe 1o
Landa J. Chapman, >ﬁ5mm38
Maxine Chelini, Sania Fe

Ms. Denise Claeys, Abuguerque
Thomas Clark, Santa Fe
JuliaCohen, SantaFe
Edward Coflier, Albuquerque
Nancy Collins Johnso, Santa Fe
Janice Comeau, Santa Fe

R. Lewis Cook, Albugquergue
Brain & Monica Cooke, Albuguerque
Marilynn Cooper, Albuguerque
Dennis Cooper, Santa Fe

Mr. Gus Corazon, Albuquerque
Emify Cornelius, Alouquerque

- Karen Cotfon, Sanla Fe

William Coupon, Santa Fe
Constance Cox, Albuguerque
Elten Crowley, Santa Fe

Mary Csanadi, Gallup

William Cummings, Albuquerque
Kristin Cunnar, Albuquerque
Carta Curio, Sanla Fe

Caroiyn D'alessandro, Santa Fe
Ms. Janice Dalley, Santa Fe

Les & Eudice Daly, Santa Fe
Murray Davis, Santa Fe

Susan Davis, Albugquerque

Chris Davis, Albuquerque
Brenda De La Garza, Albuquerque
Mr. Peter Debeneditiis, Santa Fe
Craig Deforest, Sania Fe

George Del Gaudio, Santa Fe
Litfian Dennis, Santa Fe -

Beity Deupree, Canutiilo

Melissa Divine, Santa Fe

Lowell & Rosalind Doherty, Santa Fe
Suella Domres, Santa Fe

lora Dop, Santa Fe

Donna Dofts, Albuquerque

Kate Dow, Santa Fe

Mary Drake, Santa Fe

Carol Dumond, Santa Fe

Cdr D. Dunham Usn, El Paso
David Duperault/Raven King, Albuquerque
Anthony Duren, Albuquerque
Cory & Adam Eakes, Albuquerque
Luz Easter, Albuguergue

Andres Ebell, Roy

David Ehrsam, Albuquerque
Rebert Ellis, Albuquerque

Donna Encinias, Santa Fe

Terry Emini, Albuquerque
Tashtif Etter, Gallup

Carla Faber-Castell, Santa Fe
Scott Fadrowski, Albuquerque
Andrew Fair, El Paso
Audrey&Tiliman Farley, Van Hom

-~ D.G. Francis, Abuquerque -

s % Dawid Faucelt, Albuguergue

Brent Fawns, Albuquerque
Richard Federici, Santa Fe

- "Patrick Fechan, Santa Fe
B .... - -Marvin Fefl, Albuquergue
‘ - Maritza Finch, High Rolls Mount

Nelson Finstad, Santa Fe

Gary Scoft Fisher, Santa Fe

Mr. Raymond Flores, Clouderoft
Richard Fluke, Grants

Mr. John Foster, Gallup
Malinda Fowler, Santa Fe
Steve Fowles, Albuquerque

W. Frank, Bosque Famms. -
Wade Fraser, Santa Fe i
Louise Garcia, Rio mma%o .
Michae! Gardner, aws__macm
Bill Gee, SantaFe ,

o gq.wovmaogﬁ__>aﬁcﬁncm

Joseph Giambalvo, Pecos
David Gifford, Santa Fe
Virginia Gilstrap, Santa Fe

- J. Glemser, Aldmogordo

Bernique Glidden, Santa Fe
Barry Goldfarb, Santa Fe
Paul Golding, Tesuque
Leopoldo Gomez, Santa Fe
Joseph Gondek, Sandia Park
Peter Goodwin, Sanfa Fe
Laurel Goodwin, Socoro
Mrs. Rita Gove, Las Cruces
L.aird Graeser, Santa Fe

Sheita Greaney, El Paso

Cally Green, Santa Fe

Wyla Green, Aluquerque
Karen Gregory, Tacs

Rose & Joe Griego, Santa Fe
Marjorie Grinnelf, Chamisal
Sterling Grogan, Albuquerque
Laura Gutierrez, Santa Fe
Mr. Robert Hame!, Albuquerque
Pamela Hamilton, Santa Fe
Rae Hardwick, Santa Fe

Ms. Lisa Hamell, £l Paso

Susan Hamis, Santa Fe

Ms. Margaret Harmrison, Santa Fe

. Catherine Harvey, Santa Fe

Lynn Hasenbank, Santa Fe
Hylan Hechter, Rio mmm%o

e Mark Hedge, T.Or C:

Mr. Robert Lister, Albuguerque
Jefirey Locke, Sana Fe' .

- Scott Lohrenz, Clovis
- Patrick Lonmire, Santa Fe

Manue! & Jolene Lopez, Santa Fe

Kathy LovelJack Humphrey, Albuquerque
David Loveless, Amoyo Seco

Alma Lozane, Canutillo

|da Lujan, Santa Fe

Peter L. & Yvonne Luna Lee, Santa Fe,
Thomas Lynch, Silver City :
Mary Lyon, Santa Fe

" James Madt, Cloudcroft

Linda Maeslas, Albuquerque

- =, Polly Mafchir, Santa Fe -

Rebecca Magee, Albuquerque

. Michalle Mahaffey, Rio Rancho
~ " Joan Malone, Santa Fe
- Mrs. Mary Mank, Magdalena
-~ - Summér Manoff, Santa Fe -
. dan z_m%m Albuquerque

Joshua Margofis, Santa Fe

* Christopher Martell, Sanla Fe’
.. Eralia Martinez, Albuguergie

Adrian Martinez, Sanfa Fe

Mark Martinez, Rio Rancho

C. Herman Mauney, Alhuquerque
Cassandra Mayshark, Santa Fe

. Ken McAdams, Alamogordo

William McArthur, Santa Fe
Joann McCaffrey, Santa Fe
Lauren McCain, Santa Fe
J, Todd McElroy, Santa Fe
Mary McGee, Santa Fe

Mr. Michael McGuire, Portales
idalia McKeivey, Santa Fe
Cherry McKenzie, Santa Fe
Lional & Arthefia McKinney, Albuquerque
Stacy McNeese, Albuquerque

Mrs. Sylvia McNedl, Gallup

Donna McWilliams, Santa Fe

R. Melendy, TOr C

Diane & Neil Mellen, Tome

Joe Menapace, Santa Fe

Joseph Meyette, Deming

Rudolph Miller, Santa Fe

Paul Minogue, Santa Fe

E.A. Mode!, Ranchos De Taos

Ms. Catherine Molland, Santa Fe
Efizabeth Mondragon, Albuguerque

Sharon Herzog, mmas mm
John Hiatt, Santa Fe
Bruce Hills, Albuquerque
Victor Hogsett, Santa Fe
Linda Hofliday, Santa Fe
J. Hooker, El Paso

‘James Howard lii, Albuquergue

Debra Howard, Los Lunas

David Huertas, Santa Fe

Mare Hunter, © Paso

Dent Huntley, Santa Fe

A. lnman, Albuquerque

Kathryn Ives, Farmington

Joan Jamison, Albuquerque
Julian Jaramilio, Santa Fe

Mr. Harry Jennings, Santa Fe
E.J. Jennings, Santa Fe
Jochem, Santa Fe

Buchanan Johnson, Las Cruces
Peggy Johnson, Socoro

Toby Jehnson, Santa Fe

Mary Johnston, Taos

Donald Jones, Santa Fe

Greg Jones, Albuquerque

P. Jones, Santa Fe

Carol Jones, Sania Fe
Dominigue Jones, Albuquerque
June Jumey, Los Alamos
Katharine Juul, Albuquerque
Dixie Kalivoda, Santa Fe

Barry & Tammy Karch, El Paso
Jufia Keating, Abuquerque

Mr. Bruce Kelley, Albuquerque
Jufia Kilgore, El Paso

Andrew Kennerth Jr., Rio Rancho
Jim Koster, Los Alamos

Mark Kozubal, Los Alamos
Melvin & Dorcthy Kriegel, Santa Fe
Robert Krueger, Santa Fe

Gene Kuntz, Santa Fe

Ms. April Lander, £l Paso

Rachel Larson, Albuquerque
Andrew Lax, Santa Fe

Sarah Lay, SantaFe

Phyttis Leavitt, Santa Fe

Jilea Lee, Sandia Park

David Lenfest Phd, Albuquerque
Ms. Stacey Lengyel, [.os Alamos
Arnold Lerner, Albuquerngque

Jay Leutwyler, Albuquerque
Renny Levy, Santa Fe

Duane Lichliter, Santa Fe
Francelia Lieurance, Albuquerque
Beverjey Lincoln, Alhuquergue
Francine Lindberg, Taos

Erick & Joy Lindman, Los Alamos
Melanie Linebarger, Albuquerque

Michael Moitloya, Santa Fe

Orlando & Maida Montoya, Santa Fe
Jerry & Tracy Mondoya, Albuquerque
Jeri Moore, Santa Fe

Doris Moore, El Paso

Donald Moore, Santa Fe

Amanda Morgan, Albuguerque
Nona Morris, Albuquerque

Sue & Clifford Morris, Santa Fe
John Morrison, Santa Fe

Matthew Moses, Abuquerque
Richard Moss, Santa Fe

Dr. David Munich, Albuquergue

Mrs. Cecifia Munoz, El Paso
Dorothy Munson, Flora Vista

Geri Murphy, Las Cruces

Teni Muray, Albuquerque

Cynthia Narayan, Santa Fe

Pam Narayani Stein, Santa Fe

' Kelly Nash, Santa Fe

Ann Navarro, Edgewood

Karen Nesbit, Albuquerque

M. Nickel, Santa Fe

Sara Noble, Santa Fe

Vickie Nohl, Santa Fe

James Norris, Santa Fe

Bridget Nurock, SantaFe -
Dan & Diane O'steen, La Luz
Mr. J. Odell, Abuquerque

Hope Ogden, Albuquerque

Mrs. Helen Olian, Albuquerque
Laura Olson, Albuquerque

M. E. |. Opland, Albuquerque
Edmund Oppenheimer, Santa Fe
Robert & Mary Owens Jr., Albuquerque
Kent Owens, Santa Fe

~ Aaron Park, Santa Fe

Idy Parker, Santa Fe

Jerold Pation, Albuquerque
James Peck, E| Paso

Judith Pence, Santa Fe

Linda Perkins, Santa Fe

Muriel Peterson, Albuquerque
Florence Pierce, Albuguergue
Mary Pilbin, Abuguerque
Bernadette Pogue, Sanfa Fe
Ethe! Prentice, Alhuquerque
Karen Presley, Santa Fe

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Presnall, Santa Fe
Retta Prophet, Albuquerque
Anthony Quay, Santa Fe

John & Claudia Quill, Santa Fe
Ms. Theodora Raven, Santa Fe
Larry Raybum, Santa Fe

Carol Reel, Albuguerque

lllene Renfro, Albuquergue
Bob Richardson, SantaFe

Kim Montauge  Faminglon i ez Rebocca Stamm, Santa. Fe

Mrs. Anita Ricka, Carlsbad

Nancy Rietz, Albuquerque

Kurt Riley, Albuquerque

David & Karen Roberts, Santa Fe
Pam Roberts, Santa Fe

Roger Roberts, Santa Fe

Ms. Frances Robertson, _»e:@macm
June & Leslie Rochester, Las Cruces
Marco Romero, Albuquerque
Donna Rosingana, Santa Fe
Linda Ross, Santa Fe

Sibylle Rossetti, Santa Fe
Jim Rossi, Santa Fe'

Mr. Robert Roth, Abuguerque
Kristi Rowtand, Albuquerque

. Vivian Rudeen, Albuguerque .

Janet Ruggles, Albuquerque %,
Ms. Anita Rusk, Rio Rancho .
James Saiz, Santa Fe

.+ Laura Sammons, Albuquerque
. Marla Samuel, E| Rifo

Ben Sanchez, Santa Fe

* Bob Sarr, Santa Fe

Marfing Scalty, Santa Fe
Karyn Schmitt, Santa Fe
Anne Schwartz, Albuquerque
Stephen Shaw, Santa Fe
Leona Shelton, Albuquergue
Charles & Dianne Shinhotser, Sarta Fe
Mark Shouse, El Paso

. LindaSiegle, Santa Fe

Lisa Silva, Albuquerque

Grace Siva, TOrC

Leada & Richard Silver, Santa Fe
Susan Simmons, Albuquerque
Richard Sisneros Jr., Santa Fe
Rita Sjunnesson, Abuquerque
br. Celeste Skardis, Santa Fe
Ms. Cherie Skinnes, Santa Fe
Mrs. Vivien Slazak, Albuguerque
Mariin Small, Albuquerque

Mrs. Betty Smith, Albuquerque
J. Smith, SantaFe

Efizabeth Smith, Santa Fe

- Patricia Smith, Santa Fe

Douglas Smith, Santa Fe

Philip & Ellen Sniyder, Albuquerque
Hydie Sobel, Albuquerque

Ken Soloman/Janice Lakey, Sanla Fe
Susan Spence, El Paso:- v
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E embers!

We wish to extend a big hello and
thank you fo these new members
who have joined us from February
1 to March 31 of this year.

There may have been some new
tnembers in the last six months
who did not get acknowledged in
these pages, due to space
constraints, Please accept our
apologies and lef us assure you,
we value each and every one of

. youL.

D,

Susan Stanke, Santa Fe

Carol Ann Stelzer, Albuquergque
Blair Stephenson, Santa Fe
Peter Stephenson, Santa Fe
Kathy Stemberg, Santa Fe -

Mr. J. Stewart, Santa Fe

Peggy Stewart, Albuquerque
Leslie Stoddard, Albuquerque
iisa Stuckey, Sanla Fe -
Joan Subotnick, Santa Fe

_ Fran Sutherfand, Los Alamos

Bill Synnamon, Santa Fe

Roger Taylor, Albuquerque
Nancy Terry, Santa Fe

Rita Tessmann, Albuquerque
Alyson Thal-Gonzales, Albuquerque
Ursula Thibodeaux, Sania Fe
Kate Thomas, Santa Fe

Janice Thompson, Albugquerque
Ms. Mary Thompson, Santa Fe
Bruce Thompson, Santa Fe

J. Thompson, Witiamsburg

G. Tillett, Las Cruces

Deborah Tompary, Albuquesque
Cynthia Travis, SantaFe

Jeanne Treece, Gallup .

Loti Trinity, Las Cruces

Gwynne Trujillo, Santa Fe

Daniel Valdes, Santa Fe
Anselmo & Elaine Valverde, Santa Fe
MarabeHe Van Alsburg, Santa Fe
Deborah Van Hecke, Santa Fe

" Keith Vandersys, Albuguergue

El Vamey, Santa Fe

Gary Vaughn, Albuquerque
Billy Vigil Jr_, Afbuquerque
Martine Vilain, Albuquerque
Kim Vivian, Sanla Fe
Christine Von Briesen, Santa Fe
Daniel Voorhees, Roswell
Diane Voyles, Espancla
James Waber, Santa Fe
Claire Wagenblast, Belen
Lura Wallace, Las Cruces
W. Wallace, Roswell

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrenca Waterman, Santa Fe

John Weaver, Santa Fe
Roger Webb, Santa Fe
Phyllis Weiland, Santa Fe
Tim Weydeveld, Santa Fe
Mr. Del Wilkinson, Santa Fe
argie & T. Samuel Williams,
Albuquerque

Nancy Williams, Santa Fe

C. Williams, Las Cruces

Bill Wiliamson, Albuquerque
Barbara Winslow, Albuquerque

Karta Winterowd, Santa Fe

Mr. Robert Wogaman, Albuquerque

Marie Wombacher, El Prado

N. E. Wood, Santa Fe

Beb Woodward, Santa Fe .
Nancy Woodward/Mark Bennett, Santa Fe o
Mr. Paul Woodwoith, Las Cruces ’

Vicky Woodworth, Los Lunas

Mr. Ronald Wright, Organ

Mr. Dan Young, Albuguerque

Biaine Young, Santa Fe

David Young, Albuqueruge

Stanley & Amada Zalesk, Albuguerque

Jeff Zeigier, Albuquerque

Elizabeth Zimmer, Albuquerque

Visitourhomepageon
the World Wide Web:

http://www.nm.net/
~sierra/

You can contact other
activists via E-mail by i
using our List Serve:

sierra@technet.nm.org

. J/




e

-

Margot has done some
rather remarkable things in
Truth or Consequences. In a
region well-known for its open

activities, Margot has organized
the 40-person strong Warm
Springs section of the Sierra
Club. She also serves as the
Southern New Mexico Group's
representative to the Chapter’s
Executive Committee. It hasn’t
been easy, she says.
- WhenMargotmoved to
T or C nine years ago, to take a
jobasthelibrarianatHot Springs
High School, she knew her
conservationinterests might get
her into hot water, so to speak.
In fact, asshebecame moreactive
with the Club, she began to fear
for her job. “People are scared,”
she says, “and don’t want to
speak out.” Even being a
vegetarian, she notes, causes
suspicion. “It's something
people up north have no idea
about.”
Actually, the response

pro-environment,

“There are lots of closet
conservation types,” she says,
“even among the business
community. They're just afraid
tospeak out.” Thisresponse has
been a source of inspiration.
Margot has worked hard to
develop a 90-person mailing list
and the section holds monthly
meetings which draw, on
average, 25 people.

One of their main
concernsis the proposed Copper
Flats mine, near Kingston. A

AN

Activist Profile

Margot Wilson

antagonism to conservation,

inthe area has been surprisingly

‘modest and yet important: she

huge mine, itwould dramatically
impact the landscape, including
drawing down the water table by
anestimated 30 feet(!) --a factthat
has caught the attention of Ted
Turner’s foreman at the nearby
LadderRanch. TheWarm Springs
Section, assisted by Sue McIntosh,
hasbeen leading the fight against
themine. It'sa fightthathas drawn
a number of unusual allies to the
side of the Sierra Club, and
changed some attitudes. As
Margot puts it: “We're showing
people we’re not ogres.”

Raised in California and
Michigan, Margot developed her
love for the outdoors from her
father, who was a professional
cartographer. Eventually Margot
moved to Santa Fe and ran, for a
while, a native plant landscaping
company called Green Jeans. One
day, however, while hoisting yet
another401b.bag of sod by herself,
shedecided to change careers. She
earned an M.A. degree in educa-
tionfrom UNMand headed south
for her current job.

She took with her a love
of plants and animals, especially
birds. Every day after work she
went to a new place to look and.
listen. After a year or two, she
began tolead hikes in the vicinity
for the Club, which had no formal
presence in T or C. This was a
situation that she, and another
Club member, decided to change.
They co-founded the Warm
Springs section only one yearago.

Margot appreciates the
“tremendous human resources”
of the Sierra Club and has leaned
on people such as Sue for help. So
far, despite local resistance, the
Sierra Club.experience in T or C
has been a good one, she says.

Margot's goals are

wants to raise the consciousness
of her fellow townspeople, and
try to do some good work. She’s
proud that people will approach
her on the street now and confide
in her about conservation issues.
People don’t frown as much now
when they squint at the Sierra
Club pin she wears on her lapel.
She takes thatas a good sign of
things to come.

Free "Saving Wildlands"
Workshop, May 4, in Santa Fe

The Santa Fe Group of the
Sierra Club and the Forest
Conservation Council are co-
sponsoring a free, public workshop
entitled SAVING WILDLANDS,
SAVING OURSELVES: Protecting
Southwestern Wildlands ,Hrno:.mr
Citizen Action.

It will be bma wmﬂimms
8:30am - 4:30pm on Saturday, May

4th in the Unitarian Church (107 W.
Barcelona Street), in Santa Fe.

Its focus will be on wildlife
and the Wildlands Project. Its featured
speaker will be Prof. Michael Soule, a
conservation Dbiologist from

CE%EHQ of California, Santa Cruz.
For more information, call

Courtney White at 982-5502.

Mine Tales

{con't from page 4)

for construction and should,
therefore, fall under a specific
exemption from the New Mexico
Mining Act.

So, as Tom Ribe of Save the
Jemez has pointed out, the guestion
is, how stupid does Copar (i.e.
Richard Cook) think we (and the

regulators)are??? Yousee, thefederal

legislation which established the
Jemez National Recreation Area and
directsmanagement decisions within
the NRA, specifically prohibits the
mining of construction-grade pumice
from anywhere within NRA
boundaries. If Copar uses 65% of El
Cajete's pumice for construction
purposes,as they say they will, Copar
will be in violation of federal law.
Mr. Cook hasannouncedhis

“intention to violate federal law in

order to get out of complying with a
state law. Hmmm. Hamummmbm tac-
tics. I wonder if Cook has given or
gotten lessons from those Freemen

“boys up in Montana?

Rebuild Fierro!
Rebuild Fierrol! This is mﬁ
cry that the Cobre Mining Company

- has heard loud and clear from former

residents and friends of the
beleaguered little community of
Fierro on Hanover Creek insouthern
New Mexico, Overthe years, various
operations at the Continental Mine

" “have ‘dismantled ~this ‘village-

piecemeal. What s left standing, the
church and cemetery, face grave
threats in the future.
remarkable aboutFierroisits friends,
who refuse to abandon the future of

the village and its history in the face -

of new mining plans from Cobre
Mining Company. Many different
peopleare fightingin many different

ways to protect the ?Eum for this

land.

_TheSierra Qs,crmmmwﬁm&mn
the substandard environmental
assessment and plan of operations

for the Continental Mine's existing

operations to the Department of
Interior Board of Land Appeals (See
Rio Grande Sierran, March/April
edition). Although we petitioned
the Board for a stay of mining
operations during the pendency of
the appeal, the Board pointed to 295

Continental Mine employees as a

reason for allowing the mine to
continue operations, temporarily.
In its order, the Board said:
"The instant appeal arises from a
tangled factual basis. Thus, while
the RODand FONSIwere notsigned
until January 26, 1996, the record
indicates that the plan of operations

had been approved on January 11, ,

1995. The record contains no

- explanation as to why approval of

the plan of operations preceded
issuance of the ROD and FONSI by
over ayear, nor does itindicate what
actions, if any, were taken to solicit
the opinions of those who might be

interested in the proposal before

approval was given.”

Itappears that the IBLA gets

at least part of the story. We await

- * the Board's decision on the general

merits of our appeal.

-What is

Politics
?oz.w from page 1)

Hughes, for loyal, cornmitted help.

At Executive Committee
request, we interviewed candidates for
a March 5 City Council election. We
recommended that it endorse three
people—-one of ther won, Patti Bushee,
We regard our support of Jim Hannon
and Miguel Chavez as good political
and personal investments. We are now
in the process of interviewing all
candidatesinaCounty Comnmissionrace,

We obtained - "fast-track"
endorsements for just two State
Legislators. They are Rep. Max Colj,
and Sen. Liz Stefanics. A half dozen of
usworked Max's 47th Districtforprimary
election signatures; we will soon be
telephoning in Ms. Stefanics' 39th District,
Comimittee members like George-

_Grossman and Ken Hughes sneak out
“and help our candidates additionally.

Weare also proud of --all New™
Mexicans should be proud of--our
Congressman, Bill Richardson, who is
certain of re-election.

Oﬁﬁo_.waaﬂnmm

. This spring view of where we
are in political preparation should
suggest that we have opportunities for
members of the Rio Grande Chapter to
provide thinking, leadership, and

- footwork to bring environmental caring

into law Euo:m: vorun& activity. We
have public opinion on our side—the
presentCongressisatleastpartially being
stymied by voter resentment of its anti-
environmental bias—-butthe publicneeds
instruments of expresssion and we are
one of those.

Join our political effort in its
planning stages, and believe that it is
American as well as Environmental to
help our candidates in June Primary
Elections. We can fold and stuff,
teleptione, deliver campaign literature
and contribute money. By doing this
through the Club, you tell our candidates
why you are there, and augment our
lobbying accessbetween elections, when
the laws are actuaily passed.

That is true even when .our
candidate loses, because our effort tells

‘the winner that we are in the game, and

that we will be back. It encourages pro-
environmental attitudesinthe candidates
of future elections. Politicians act within
therange of possibilities the publicgrants
them: give them the freedom tobe green.
Ask your group Political’ Q..m:.ﬁmumo:
what you can do.

m.ou El Paso: Jim m.m: Bm.mmpu

- 8864,

For Southern New Mexico:
"Dutch" Salmon, 505-388-3763. .
For Albuquerque: - Ron

"Grotbeck, 505-296-0944.

mOammbwmm.mZmn mcm_uonocm#
505-820-1270. :




