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(Com)pact:with the Devil
N By Andrew Kelton

Last month, a major water conference
was held in Santa Fe, devoted to a single sub-
ject: the Rio Grande Compact.. [n language
calling to mind the law enforcement ethos of,
say, Wyatt Earp, the conference was subtitled,
“It's the law!™. Te environmentalists con-
cemned with the Rio Grande as much as to New
Mexico’s water establishment, the Rio Grande
Compact is complex, even arcane, and
overridingly important.

Signed in 1938 by Colorado, New
Mexico and Texas, the Rio Grande Compact
was an attempt to ‘equitably apportion’ the
waiers of the Upper Rio Grande between the
. three states, by freezing the quantities of river

See {Com)pact with the Devil? on Page 7

- true. There aze many ways 0 ¢Ii

Sprawl Costs/Sprawl Solutions
for New Mexico and El Paso

[Editor's Note: The following is taken
from the executive summary of the report re-
leased this December by the Ric Grande

- Chapter. Copies of the report can be obtained
Sfrom any group office for 310]

Sprawl is the expasnsion of low-den-
sity, automobile-dependent development that
occurs at the edge of the existing urban land-
scape. Sprawl is particularly evident around
cities and towns in New Mexico and the El
Paso area, which are among the least densely
populated and more sprawled-out communi-
ties in the nation. Not all growth is sprawl,
however. Growth can be a good thing when it
represents a population increase, and espe-
cially an expansion of the eccnomy. Com-

Sprawl Costs

Sprawl costs everyone in many ways
- in dollars spent commuting, in taxpayer sub-
sidies for spraw! development, in the quality
of the air we breathe, in the deterioration of
the social fabric, in the loss of agricultural
lands and the rural communities it supports,
and in the corruptive influence sprawl can
have on state and local politics. Numerous
studies from around the nation prove that
sprawl imposes significant fisca! costs on so-
ciety that are financed by every parson Wi
pays taxes (o federal state and logal Eovyel
ments. Spraw] de’
in new taxes.w

monly heard arguments that sprawl fills the +

need for affordable housing are simplyinot

able housing in livabe ma_ighﬁ_b‘rh

trend in urban plzmmnnr o0 achieve - livabie
communities and stop sprawl is known as

“smart growth.” Smart growth policies are
known g Tesult in more stable markets for
investment and housing costs and more
people—onented commusities and neighbor-
koods. National demographic and pianaing
trends are dnvmg thls phenomenon

aware of their own sprawl costs are encour-
aging infill and redevelopment in existing
neighborhoods. The social costs of sprawl are
50 significant they almost cannot be measured,
from the arnount of time a commuter spends
driving to work and not with his family to the

See Spraw! on Page 3

Plgeonholmg A Prairie Chicken

By Elizabeth Waish
Wildlife Issue Commitiee

The New Mexico State Game Com-
mission (NMSGC) decided on the 9th of Sep-
tember of this year to table a recommenda-
tion to list the lesser prairie chicken as a threat-
ened species in the state of New Mexico. In
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tabling the decision, the NMSGC ignorad a
recently completed two-year study by its own
scientists that showed adequate cause for list-
ing. In tabling the recommendation, the
NMSGC also violated the Wildlife Conser-
vation Act of New Mexico, which is the state
version of the federal Endangered Species Act.
The prairie chicken has suffered a 74% re-
duction in its range in the state, and all indi-
cations from breeding bird surveys are that
the total population has declined precipitously
in the last few years.

The Lesser Prairie Chicken
Support Coalition Is Formed

In response to the September 9th de-
cision not to deal with the prairie chicken is-
sue, a group was formed by New Mexico
Sportsmen and former New Mexica Game
and Fish manager Jim Bailey (who directed
the 2 year status review of the prairie chicken)
called the Lesser Prairie Chicken Support
Coalition. This group appealed the tabling of
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Sierra Club Structure

The Club has three structural levels. The
National Board of Directors determines the gverall
direction of the Club. The National Organization is
subdivided inta Chapters, and each Chapter is
further divided into Groups. One representative
from each Chagter reports to the National Board
through the Council of Club Leaders. The nearest
full-time Club staffers are in Phoenix.

The Rio Grande Chapier hires a labbyist
full-time during the session of the New Mexico
Legislature. The largest part of the Chapter’s budget
goes to the printing and matling of this Newsleter,
followed by the salary and expenses for the lobbyist.
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By Jim Hannan
Political Issue Chair

The Sierra Chub is preparing for the
upcoming New Mexico state legislative ges-
sion, which begins on January 18th. The year
2000 session will fast thirty days. The ses-
sion is primarily devoted to the annual bud-
get, and issues raised by the Governor. How-
ever, even with those constraints, there will
be many biils introduced and the Club will
have a strong presence in Santa Fe.

We always welcome volunteers. Vol-
unteer opportunities include attending com-
mittee hearings, bill analysis and outreach ef-
forts to our members. If you are interested in
helping out this session, please call Jim
Hasnnan in Santa Fe at 989-3960 {(day) or 474~
7625 (evening),

We are also interested in expanding
our activist afert system. The system is cur-
renily based upon phone tree systems. We are
interested in converting these members with
email addresses over to an email alert system.
H you are interested in becoming a part of the
new system, please send your email address
to: jhannan305@a ic
our lohbyist will iss ep
on the legislative session. We may ask mem-
bers to contact their state legislator once or
twice during the session.

Last year for the first time, the Rio
Grande Chapter had an official Legislative
Oversight Committee. The Committee con-
sisted of the Chair, Vice Chair; Political Chair,
Conservation Chair and a representative from
the Central and Southern groups. The Com-
mittee used email to deliberate and pass on
recommendations to the coatract lobbyist.

Sprawl from Page 1

alienation of the elderly, the young and the
poor. Some communities and companies are
beginning to develop methods for people to
work closer to their homes, saving time and
money and allowing them te redirect their fi-
mancial resources to improving their homes
and neighborhoods. A major consequence of
sprawl, with its over reliance on automobiles,
s polluted air, The result in larger cities is in-
creased illness, Sprawl takes over open spaces
that should serve as stable habitat for animals
ind recreation and solace for people. Sprawl
iso eats up farms and ranches that have sus-
ned rural communities, which are an inte-
ora} feature of New Mexico's calture and land-
ape. Despite growing public concern about
rawl, local governing bodies and plarning
mmissions find new sprawling develop-
ents irresistible. Often there are business re-
ionships between government planning and
werning officials and landowners and de-
lopers.

2000 Legislative Session

This year the Chapter will again utilize an
oversight commitiee. The committee this year
will consist of the Chapter political commit-
tee, which includes a representative from each
group, and the Chair and Vice Chair of the
Ex-com. In addition, the Ex-com has desig-
nated several of the issue chairs as technicat
advisors for our lobbyist, in the areas of wa-
ter, wildlife, and land use planning.

The Club will again be using the ser-
vices of Helga Schimkat as our official lob-
byist. Helga, an attorney, worked the session
last year and quickly familiarized herself with
the workings of the New Mexico state legis-
lature. We look forward to working with her
again this year.

It is always diffienlt to predict what
legislation will emerge in a session. However,
based upon an analysis of the last two years,
the following are some potential issues that
may arise. Under the category of bad legista-
tion, there has been an effort to weaken the
subdivision act, to dilute some of the water
requirements. This has been pushed by the
Governor’s office. Another annual effort

Div

On the positive side, there should be
some bills dealing with water, including in-
creased regulation of domestic wells, attempts
to inventory our water supply, and increased
enforcement power of the state engineer’s of-
fice. There may also be an attempt to elimi-
nate the animal damage control program,
through the budget process. There wilt also
be introduced a constitutional amendment for
campaign finance reform, through a public
financing provision.

Sprawi Solutions

There are signs that the tide is turning
and that individuals and governing boards are
beginning to re-assess their investments in
sprawl development. It is driven by fear that
spraw] and its social alieration is weakening
communities and breaking the bank. Follow-
ing the principles of smart growth, commu-
nities are beginning to emphasize infill, or us-
ing vacant lands within existing city service
beundaries to maximize the existing infra-
structure, provide sufficient concentration of
populatien to support mass transit, and to re-
establish formerly strong neighborhood and
community centers. Other communities are
focusing on redevelopment, or improving sub-
standard and deteriorating neighborhood cen-
ters. Others are looking to preserve the open
spaces within and without the city service
boundaries. Most are using growth manage-

1999 Scorecard

House & Senate Ratings
Released by Sierra Club

By Jim Hannan
Political Issue Chair

The Sierra Club has released their
voting scorecard for the 1999 Congress.

The Club rated senators on six votes.
Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) scored a
66%. He voted against the Club position on
two votes, one regarding mining waste and
one regarding oil subsidies. Senator Pete
Domenici (R-NM) scored a 09%. He voted
against the Club position on all six votes.

The Ciub rated House members on teg
votes. Tom Udall (D-NM) scored 100%.
Silvestre Reyes (D-TX) scored 90%. He
voted against the Club position on a mining
waste issue. Heather Wilson (R-NM) scored
9%, voting with the Club position once, on a
vote to help stabilize global population. Joe
Skeen (R-NM) scored 0%.

The Sierra Club has also tracked spon-
sorship of major environmental bills. Tom
Udatl signed on as a co-sponsor of three ma-
jor bills last sessicn, including Artic Wilder-
s, full funding for the Land and Water
Conservation Fund aad Utah Wilderness.
Udall also signed a letter to the President call-
ing for permanent protection of roadless ar-
eas of 100,000 acres or larger in the National
Forest System. Silvestre Reyes signed on to
the Land and Water Conservation Fund bill.

[Editor’s note: additional detail is
available on the Club’s web site at
www.sierraclub.org]

ment to increase the amount of available hous-
ing that is affordable by the middle class, and
using the value-added effects of infill and re-
development to encourage investment and
bolster local economies. New Mexice took a
step in that direction with the adoption in 1996
of the model subdivision act, which is begin-
ning to take effect. Many state and local gov-
ernments around the United States have
implemented growth management laws that
are bearing fruit. An impressive array of state
and local initiatives is reported. Downtowns
are being revitalized, the value of good plan-
ning is recognized and exploited by business,
{arge tracts of open space are preserved for
non-development, interrelationships between
planning, growth management and agricul-
tural lands are studied, major new roadways
are re-evaluated and rejected, the value of
mass transit is rediscovered.

See Sprawl on Page 6§




Hoof Action Hooey

A response to Courtney White's col-
umn about “ecological” grazing in the Sep-
tember/October issue of the Rio Grande Sier-
ran is in order. It is hardly the answer to the
damage done to our fragile land by cattle that
amere 5% of ranchers wiil even acknowledge
a problem exists. That even these have only
now begus to moniter their pastures makes
mockery of their claims to stewardship all
these years. That leaves 93% oblivious to the
joss of plant and animal diversity, seil ero-
sion and watershed damage resulting from
their land use.

Regarding this so called ecological ap-
proach, it is a myth that bison rcamed west of
the Rockies in numbers even approaching the
number of head of cattle ont here now. These
areas have not had a history of heavy ungu-
late use until recently, Still to imitate what did
not oceur, it is now fashionable to fence off
many small pastures to heavily congregate
cows for a few days and then move them over
to the next pasture after the first one’has been
totally hammered. Jim Winder has done this
by putting up miles of fencing paid for in no
small measure by taxpayers. This makes fenc-
ing horribly impractical for livestock opera-
tors everywhere else unless we are willing to

- bankrupt the treasury with yet another rancher
subsidy. Morecover, do we reaily want our
public land carved up into many tiny parcels?
Tdon’t need to tell our readers how hard fences
are on wildlife, They maim and kil in addi-
tion to hindering natural movement. They are
truly a blight on the tandscape,

I"ve seen Jim Winder's ranch. Maybe
it was in abysmal shape before he changed
his managemest style. I can tell you that I re-
main unimpressed. [t still has a lot of bare dirt.
It doesn’t fook like something the Sierra Club
onght to be advecating.

Now a word about hoof action. This
is the idea put forward by Alan Savery that
the hooves of 2000 pound animals trampling
the soil to dust is beneficial. Rubbish! This
only pulverizes little seedlings, kills benefi-
cial soil microbes, and compacts the soil mak-
ing water penetration virtually impossible and
drastically increasing soil ercsion. It might be
useful to consider that in National Parks such
ag Canyoniands and Arches where no graz-
ing occurs, there is such concern about even
the effect of human foot ireading that great
lengths are taken to keep people on the trails
to minimize the damage. In addition, as op-
posed to the claims of ranchers, places like
these have not suffered ecological collapse in
the absence of livestock. A review just re-
leased by Joy Bolsky, Ph.D. in the Journal of
Scit and Water Conservation of studies on
livestock grazing in the west, including those
on the Savory method, finds NO benefit to
grazing cattle. On the contrary, ia NO instance
do any improvements to grazing practices

improve the land as much as no grazing at all.
That is what on-the-ground science has been
and is telling us. It is easy to see why the ma-
jority of native western fish are either extinct,
endangered or threatened and why neotropical
migrating birds are also losing ground. Pt
Belsky believes that in our perseverance to
save a place for cattle we are rapidly losing
our window to restore these ecosystems. Much
greater loss is at stake.

Insiead of trying even more measures
to mitigate the harmful effects of cattie, we
should be looking for ways to begin to phase
our ranching on public land at the very leass.
The money for more fencing and more water
developments would be much better spent
paying off rancher debts so they can get out.
(Don’t you wish someone would offer to pay
off your debts?) The touchy-feely rhetoric
about building bridges between ranchers and
eavironmentalists sounds so nice. The truth
is we are paying a terrible economic as well
as ecological price to maintain rancher cus-
tom and culture. We don’t need to be build-
ing more bridges. I say the price is too high
and its time we take back our public land and

begin to truly protect our wiidlife and plant

diversity, fragile soils and watersheds by mov-
ing Hivestock out.

Margot Wilsen
Elephant Butte, NM

Herding One Tool of Many

The long complaini against conserva-
tion ranching by Mike Hudak (of the
Susquehana Group, Atlaatic Chapter) that
appeared in the November/December Rio
Grande Sierran is sad. While debate about
livestock grazing in the West could be stimu-
lating and productive and educational,
Hudak’s attack on Courtney White and the
“radical center” Quivira Coalition is narrow
and misleading. Itis not the whole picture.

I am an ecologist with 26 years of expe-
rience in ecosystem rehabilitation in the West-
ern U.S. and Latin America. I have taught
Holistic Management and have since 1985
been using its” principles to make decisions
about the applied ecology of iand manage-
meni. Measuring and observing the effects
of livestock grazing in deserts and tropical
forests taught me that properly managed live-
stock grazing can benefit Western range lands.

One can honestly argue that when live-
stock are poorly managed they can be nearly
as destructive as a sport utility vehicle. Butif
humass are going to continue eating meat, [
think it makes much more sense to produce
meat on well-managed range land rather than
in feedlots, The question is how do we prop-
erly manage livestock production? -

Unforturately, Hudak’s carefully se-
lected bits of “science” are intended to imply

that grazing in the West is always bad. But
the debate over livestock grazing will not be
enriched if participasts continue to ignore the
details, continue to ignore the good work that
scientists and ranchers and deing to repair
damaged Western land. We need to see the
whole picture.

For example, Hudak cites a 1989 article
by Platts et.al. that warns .. Heavy [winter]
grazing can eliminate the streambank vegeta~
tipnal mat...unless controlled...” Hudak con-
veniently ignores the last twoe words and their
imptications. A fundamental principie of con-
servation ranching is gaining and maintain-
ing control over livestock, a difficult but
achievable process that is aided by Helistic
Management. Many of the best conservation
ranchers use holistic principles in their man-
agement, and their results can be seen on the
ground. How?

Sierra Club members in New Mexico are
lucky. We can participate in the range ecol-
ogy seminars of the Quivira Coalition, where
we see for ourselves ranches where the range
shows the beneficial effects of decisions made
holistically. On the other hand, I could sug-
gest National Parks and other Federal pubiic
lands where folks can see the bad effects of
long-term rest from livestock grazing, effects
that Hudak claims don't exist. That may not
bé the ‘whole picture, but it'is-a part that is
missing from Hudak’s argument. h

Hudak's citation of the research on the
Appleton-Whitesell ranch is amusing. When
I visited the ranch next door to Appleton~
Whitesell a few years age, our group walked
through lush, green grass that a large herd of
catile had just left a month before. Birds and
wildlife sign were abundant in that grass land,
where the number of livestock had increased
over the preceding few years while the health
of the range steadily and dramatically im-
praved. Just across the fence on the Appleton-
Whitesell land, it was hard to find green grass,
but the bare soil between planis was readily
apparent.

What's new in livestock management?
Nothing, really, just getting back to basics, like
herding. In an astenishing statement that
would surprise Hvestock operators [ know,
Hudak says “...For most ranchers (herding) is
not an option...” Curious statement givan the
number of ranchers who are snccessfully ex-
perimenting with herding. The economic dis-
advantages of herding claimed by Hudak are
not universzlly true, a fact that was abundantly
clear at a 1998 serninar in Phoenix sponsored
by Grass Farmer magazine. Large and small
livestock producers there reported success
with herding. But herding is only a toal, just
like grazing, as subject to misuse and failure
as any other tool.

Hudak refers to “...numerous studies of
holistic grazing ...” In fact, there is no such
thing as “holistic grazing.” Holistic Manage-
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elters from previous page

ent is process that helps people make good
ecisions about complex matters, like man-
ging ranches and wildlife refuges. Holistic
‘Management views grazing as one of many
:“tools” that can be used to manage the ¢co-
‘system to achieve a goal. Other igols include
technology, fire, and rest. “Holistic grazing”
* does not appear in either of the textboaks on

Holistic Management. Researchers who have

¢laimed to investigate “holistic grazing™ are
just revealing the constraints of reductionist
science: It has produced valuable insights
about many things, but it cannot devise a test-
able hypothesis about Holistic Management.
Why?

The multiple indepeadent variables in-
volved in a holistic decision cannot be sepa-
rated from each other. Their effects cannot
be isolated from those of other variables,
which is a condition required to test a hypoth-
esis. Research done to date on the use of tocls
like grazing show mainly that when you ex-
amine the use of a toel in isolation from the
decision-making process that led to its use,
your results have very limited applicability to
the world. The picture is incomplete. For
example, & hammer is a tool that can break
glass as easily as it can pound a nail. Broken
glass is not “proof” that hammers are bad.

—--. ~ ° Rest'the West? “Tiavite all ‘Sicrrans 6

get beyond slogans, get own on our knees,
get dirty, look closely at soil and plants. Join
a Quivira Coalition range ecology trip to a
ranch. Start getting the whole picture.

Sterling Gragan
Albuguerqie, New Mexico

Rangeland Research
Provides A Scientific Basis
For Sustainable
Livestock Grazing

Recently, an article written by
Courtney White entitled “Conservation
Ranching Works” that appeared in the news-
letter of the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra
Club was labeled as propaganda in a response
letter by Mike Hudak of the Susquehanna
Group of the Siersa Club's Atlantic Chapter.
Mr. Hudak questioned several points made by
Courtney White in his article, and referenced
scientific and non-scientific articles in chal-
lenging Mr. White's statemenss. The purpose
of this letter is to provide a broader scientific
valuation of three key points within Courtney
“Whites fetter than that provided by Mz,

I have worked closely with Courtney
hite and the Quivira Coalition since their
eption in 1997 and am highly supportive
f the Coalition's activities to more closely
age people in understanding southwestern
systems. I also believe that the overall

Letters to the Editor

body of rangeland research provides a scien-
tific basis for sustainable livestock grazing of
heaithy rangeland ecosystems. Mr. Hudak’s
labeling of Courtney White’s letter as simply
propaganda does a tremendous injustice to this
body of knowledge.

I am a rangeland scientist with the
Agricultural Research Service of the Usnited
States Department of Agriculture. I work at
the Jornada Experimental Range in southern
New Mexico, a field research laboratory rec-
ognized for its nearly 90 year history of sci-
entific investigations on topics including
desert ecology, biogeochemistry, rangeland
magagement, livestock management, geomor-
pholegy, and soil sciences. Our research in-
volves scientists from across the nation in
agricuitural, biological and physical sciences
with support from the USDA, the National
Science Foundation, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the NASA, the Department
of Interior, and other agricultural and non-
agricultural sources.

A committee of individuals represent-
ing cattle growers, the public stewardship
agencies (BLM and NRCS), environmental
groups (World Wildlife Fund and the Sierra
Club), and several others provide independent
outside review of our research. Itis extremely
important 0 us to provide relevant, reliable,
‘ind unbiased research findings-or we will be
of no use to anyone interested in management
of our nation’s rangelands. Scientists are quite
guilty of failing to effectively synthesize sci-
entific information for the public, but this is
one goal of my support of the Quivira Coali-
tion as a mechanism to synthesize and com-
municate information to an interested public.

Mr. Hudak’s response letter was nei-
ther an effective synthesis of the science, nor
abalanced communication of that knowledge
to an interested public. I will try to summa-
rize some of the science-based information re-
lated to livestock on rangelands in this letter.

Grazing Management

First, stocking rate is the major factor
affecting responses of rangeland resources to
grazing (see Pieper and Heitschmidt, 1988,
Journal of Seil and Water Conservation
43:133-137). It is well recognized that
“heavy” stocking is an inappropriate rate for
most rangelands irrespective of season of use.

Research results on effects of grazing
in the western U.S. has been summarized by
region in several different publications. For
example, S. Clark Martin reviewed 84 publi-
cations in writing his synthesis article entitled
“Ecology and Management of Southwestern
Semidesert Grass-Shrub Ranges: The Status
of Our Knowladge” (1975, U.5.D.A. Forest
Service Research Paper RM-136). Two con-
clusions from that extensive review were that
erazing during winter is apparently not harm-
ful to perennial grasses, and that utilization
should not exceed 40 percent of current year's
growth. Martin points out that grazing needs

to be managed, that management has im-
proved greatly on most-desert rangelands dur-
ing the mid part of this century, and that semi-
desert rangelands can still (in 1975) be im-
proved.

A major thrust of rangeland research
today is to continue to provide knowledge for
improved managemert of rangelands. There
are several textbooks which further summa-
rize hundreds of scientific publications that
further illustrate these management principies
for the different rangelands in the U.S. (for
example, see Holechek et al., 1998, Range-
land Management Principies and Practices,
Preatice-Hall, Iac.}

Rest

There have been a few long-term stud-
ies on the effects on arid rangelands of ex-
tended rest periods with no grazing by live-
stock. Mr. Hudak cited ore study by Bock
and Bock in Conservaticn Biology (1993)
which described an increase in total canopy
cover of perennial grasses after 22 years of
rest from what was assumed to be moderate
grazing by livestock. In this study, there was
no doubt that rest increased total canopy cover,
but especially favored one species, plaing
lovegrass, which comprised the bulk of this

similar or increased cover under grazing. Aa
earlier paper from this same study by Brady
et al. (1989, Journal of Range Management
42:284-288) drew similar conclusions and
stated that vegetation,changes on the rested
area could oaly be partially explained by the
influences of livestock grazing. Highly vari-
able responses to rest were also demonstrated
in a very nice study by Atwood (1987, Ph.D.
dissertation at New Mexico State University)
that involved studying exclosures of various
ages from 17 to 48 years. In 1982, Chew
{American Midland Naturalist 108:139-169)
reported that 20 years of rest did not affect
vegetation changes in the Chihuahuan Desert,
and Havstad et al.-(1999 in Journal of Arid
Environments 42:155-166) reported no im-
provement in degraded creosetebush domi-
nated rangeland with over 56 years of rest.
Another study in the southwest
showed improvement in species diversity and
cover with rest (see Gardner, 1950, Ecclegy
31:44-30), but drought greatly reduced dif-
ferences between grazed and rested areas. In
a shorter exclusion study four years of rest
(see Thurow et al., 1988, Journal of Range
Management 41:108-114) from livestock gen-
erated similar responses in total cover and bio-
mass of mid-grasses as in the moderately
grazed areas. In one of the most interesting
studies of this type, Brown ard Heske (1990,
Science 250:1705-1707) reported tremendous
vegetation changes in a desert shrobland with
removal of kangaroo rats from siudy plots for

See Letters on next page




4
i

Sprawl Costs/Sprawl Solutions for New Mexico and El Paso

Sprawl continued from page 3

Action Plan

“Sprawl Costs / Sprawl Solutions for
New Mexico and El Paso” is part of a national
initiative by the Sierra Club. This report by
the Rio Grande Chapter is one of several that
have been published in regions around the
country. The Rio Grande Chapter of the Si-
erra Clab offers New Mexico and El Paso a
framework for addressing sprawi in a com-
prehensive and responsible way. Sierra Club,
Rio Grande Chapter’s Ter Point Plan to bring
sprawl o a crawl:

L. It’s the water.
Set boundaries for the area that yoa can af-
ford to serve with municipal water supplies.

2. Save what we can’t bear to lose,
zone out what we can’t bear.

Save established neighberhoods, plan to avoid
anonymous sprawl development.

3. Just buy it. Open space has value.
Compensate landowners so they won’t be
forced to use their land for sprawl.

4. Back to the future.

Those old neighborhoods were more than just
convenient, they fostéred a sense of commu-
nity and kept neighberhoods strong. It can
happen again.

Letters from previous page

12 years, and these changes were much greater
than those produced by rest from livestock.
This is NOT to suggest that we remove kan-
garoo rats, but to illustrate that there are many
grazers in these environments. An excellent
article by Wondzell and Ludwig (1993, Jour-
nal of Vegetation Science 6:377-390) illus-
trated the roles of landform, soils, and climate
in shaping the vegetation dynamics of the
Southwest. In their study done at Big Bend
National Park in Texas, they observed few
changes in vegetation due to rest from live-
stock grazing. In general, rest from livestock
can have some positive effects for some sites,
but rest is not an automatic “cure.”

Domestic Livestock

Livestock were introduced to North
America about 500 years ago. Rangelands in
North America have been grazed by large
kerbivores for several million years. How-
ever, many of our large native herbivores be-
came extinct between 9,000 and 12,000 years
ago or so. Some regions were still grazed by
large herbivores, especially bison, since the
Pleistocene extinctions, but other regions in-
cluding the southwest U.S. have had minimal
grazing by large animals for thousands of

5. Get dense.

Infill and redevelopment are the new frontier
of urban growth. Intelligent design and mixed,
integrated uses don’t generate neighborhood
opposition.

6. Get real,

The process of deciding whether & town or
city’s geographic area ought to be expanded
must be taken out of the hands of the land-
owners and developers. The community must
be allowed to decide whether to expand the
lirnits of its urban services and must have the
power to say “no.”

T Do the numbers.

It’s time to stop public subsidies of sprawl,
which serve to enrich the few, cheat all tax-
payers and harm the environment. Fiscal im-
pact and environmental impact statemnents are
needed for any new or expanded water or
street project outside existing service bound-
aries.

8. Get on track, and on the bus.

Infill; redevelopment and good planning of
new neighborhoods can encourage residents
to use their feet, their bicycles, buses and rail

to run around towm, at less cost and less-pol-.

lution thas using their cars.

9. Agree on where you're going to
arow, where you're not,

years. During this recent period we have seen
the development of new bicmes, such as the
Chihuahuan Desert, that really have little his-
tory of grazing by large herbivores until the
introduction of livestock., However, it should
be recognized that many of the plant species
that characterize the vegetation of the
Chihuahuan Desert have been in North
America for thousands of years and were ex-
posed to grazing prior to these extinctions. In
addition, these current ecosystems are cer-
tainly grazed by small native herbivores, es-
pecially rabbits. So, grazing is not a particu-
larly exotic disturbance in North America.

It is probably more important to [ook
to the present and the future than to the past
for guidance on livestock grazing and its role
and its management within our curreat envi-
ronment. We are now dealing with tremen-
dously altered environments than those that
have existed. In a recent article by Stuart
Weiss (1999, Conservation Biology 13:1476-
1486) livestock grazing is being used to main-
tain biodiversity within grasslands in the San
Francisco Bay area. In this case, modern weli-
managed grazing is a tool for overcoming the
negative effects of air pollution in this region.
This may be an extreme example, but Weiss’
article illustrates that we have to evaluate prac-

listed.-A glossary-of-lerms-is alsozineluded...;

in the Resources Section.

Comprehensive land use and growth manage-
ment plans, regional in nature with multi-gov-
ernment revenue-sharing, must be drafted and
followed.

10.  Develop without growth.
Emphasize the strength of a community and
how it can develop internally, and avoid look-
ing outward for an econornic savior.

Comimunity-supported agriculture,
revolving loan funds, home improvement pro-
grams and Main Street programs all help plug ;8
the money leaks that are used to support
sprawl.

Resources Oregon has an extensive ‘B
history of growth management. State and lo-
cal governments and residents have developed .§§
an extensive toolbox of growth management §
strategies that can be used to redivert public &
rescurces to strengthen neighborhoods and *
save tax money without depriving landown- 8
ers of their rights to benefit from the value of
their fand. The Intemnet is a valuable resource 8
for any public official, planner or citizen to
find cut what’s going on in growth manage-
ment around the nation and the world. An ex-
tensive bibliography of Internet websites is

defining many of the growth management
terms that are used in this document. Most
statements used in this report are end-noted |

tices based on current conditions. Well-man-
aged practices including well-managed live- [
stock grazing can be constructive and benefl- §
cial. We can’t just walk away from the nced &
to understand and manage these resources.

Finally, a recent article by Fuhlendorf ‘g
and Smerns (1999, Journal of Vegetation Sci- B
ence 10:731-738) concludes that grazing can §
have a positive, a negative, or no influence §
depending vpon the scale of observation znd
what we are observing. It is not appropriate
to simply dismiss livestock grazing as an in-
appropriate practice.

There is certainly a lot that we still
need to fearn and we need to do a better job of
syathesizing what we know. Yet, there is a
substantial body of scientific information on
effects of livestock grazing which provide a
basis for principles of grazing management.
Honest, balanced, thorough efforts to synthe-
size and articulate that knowledge cannot be
viewed as propaganda. However, selective,
unbalanced, incomplete efforts to oversim- ; '
plify and damage the cause of promoting good | :
land management could be viewed as igno- ‘f
rant.

Kris Havstad

Rangeland Scientist

Jornada Experimental Range
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[Comipact with the Devil? from Page |

water received at 1929 [evels and developing
sliding ‘delivery’- schedules on the basis of
variations of flow since gauging began in the
1890s. The irrigated farms of southern New
Mexico, north west Texas and northern
Mexico, supplied since 1916 with the help of
storage in Elephant Butte reservoir, would be
able to consume about 800,000 acre-feet of
mainstem Ric Grande water, and New
Mexico's Middle Vatley (with Albuquerque
at its center) about 400,000, Allocations to all
three states would lower ‘equitably’ in drought
periods. '

The allocations were entirely to hu-
man uses: ideally, according to the Compact
mathematics and the prevailing philosophy of
the time, all river water would have been *ben-
eficially used® (i.e. consumed) by the time it
reached Fort Quitman ninety miles down-
stream of El Paso. Not only was the natural
environment therefore not a player in this for-
mal carving-up of the river, but, with river
allocations frozen, it was to be the sole source
of new water for any future water-based de-
velopment. This would be by ‘drainage re-

turns’ (tapping offsiream supplies} and. ‘was
ter salvage’ (reducing natifral evapotranspi-

ration): often, in environmental terms, wet-
land drainage and canalization.

The ‘equitable apportionments’ have
been closely guarded. Texas was so concerned
about increased water depletions resulting
from the Middle Valley’s raticnalization by
the new irrigation Conservancy District,
MRGCD, that it brought suit against New
Mexico in the 1930s {resclved by the Com-
pact), and did so again in the ‘Fifties with New
Mexice now in substantial Compact ‘debt’,
New Mexico wriggled out of that by blaming

the floods of 1941-42, which it claimed had

made the river & less efficient conveyance

mechanism, and by claiming successfully that
~ the federal government should also have been
named in the suit.

New Mexico’s compounded Compact
debt and the severe drought of the ‘Fifties —
when Elephant Butte was reduced to a mere
ddle -~ were preconditions for the aggres-
ve water salvage works undertaken by the
ureau of Reclamation and Corps of Engi-
ers from the late ‘Fifties: jetty jacks and

ees were built to confine the middle river

topping most flooding and reducing open-
r evaporation), and a seventy-mile Low
v Channel was dug to divert and efficiently
smit the entire flow of the river from San
cacia to Elephant Butte. Water conveyance
fiiciency and control, supposedly, were
ieved by this major federal project — but
expense of a functioning ecosystem, a
t hardly recognized in the mindset of
e.

(Com)pact with the Devil?

The Compact, with its corresponding
water salvage prerogative, has therefore done
few favors for the Rio Grande. But the ‘Com-
pact effect’ — the draconian requirements of a
treaty signed ander conditions which have
changed radically since — could be about to
get worse. For the past three decades the
Middle Rio Grande's ‘water budget’ has been
subsidized by San Juan-Chama water, the
transmountain diversion of about 100,000
acre-feet per year which, in theoretical water
accounting terms, frees up a substantial
amount of ‘native’ water to contribute to Com-
pact deliveries. Half the San Juan-Chama
water is owned by Albuguerque, which plans
to start diverting its full entitlement (to per-
mit replenishment of its dangerously drawn-
dowa aquifer) in 2004, Serious Compact non-
compliance - particularly since irrigation
depletions have increased recently through
development in the southers Middle Valley ~
is therefore threatened. On the neighboring
Pecos River, New Mexico was found in breach
of the compact there by the Supreme Court
and has already paid 325 million to retire
water rights in an attempt to make the required
deliveries to Texas. Some say that on the Rio

~Grante;touti-enforcsd delivery for breach of :

the Compact could be ten times as expensive
Or HI0rE.

Compact non-compliance by Colo-
rado in the ‘Fifties and ‘Sixties forced state
water managers there to bite the bullet and
begin managing to meet the Compact. They
now make most of their predicted delivery

requirement early, in the spring runoff period,

if necessary by restricting diversions by San
Luis Valley irrigators. New Mexico, though,
has no means of managing flows for Cormn-
pact compliance. We are not even entirely sure
what the causes of Compact compliance are.

The assumption has long been that
non-compliance is largely the result of “waste-
ful’ transpiration by natural vegetation and
evaporation resulting from the river’s natural
tendency to braid and broaden. Thus water
wastage from the sediment delta at the head
of shrunken Elephant Butte was blamed for
much of the Compact debt in the 'Fifties. The
debt was then turned around just as the
Bureau’s water saivage and drainage schemes
were put in place in the late ‘Fifties. Conspicu-
ous amongst these projects was the Socorro
Low Flow channel — and it might not be un-
fair to call this the ‘silver bullet’ for Compact
compHafice in the eyes of the water establish-
ment then and now.

With much of the San Juan-Chama
bounty about to be tapped by rapidly-grow-
ing Albuquerque, re-operating the presently
largely-defunct Low Flow Channel is again
on the cards. The cost of this drastic surgery
— a high-risk bypass operation if ever there

was one - would be further deprivation of the
atready water-starved Socorro reach and its
bosgue (incidentally, major refuges for the
endangered silvery minnow and willow fly-
catcher).

in fact, careful studies suggest there
may be other contributors to Compact com-
pliance without an environmental downside.
One is lowering evaporations from Elephant
Butte itself — which at an average of 180,000
acre-feet a year are greater than the gross an-
nual water consumption of the whole Albu-
querque metro area. Since 1948, when the
Compact was changed, New Mexico has had
to ‘pay” for the Elephant Butte losses under a
revamped water accounting system. The rela-
tive wastefulness of New Mexico’s southemn
reservoirs is widely recognized: from the late
‘Seventies, some storage was actually moved
upsiream from Caballo reservoir to Elephant
Butte, under court order, because of the lower
lake's extreme shallowness and storage inef-
ficiency.

A glimmer of hope is that Compact
storage could now be shifted still further up-
stream, to reduce the heavy evaporation losses
from Elephant Butte. Texas has long favored
Abiquin reservoir for upstream storageshpt
no space has been available without flooding
the Wild & Scenic study reach of the Rio
Chama above. However, Albuquerque leases
most of the available space in Abiquiu to store
its San Juan-Chama water. When it starts to
draw this down to supply its large drinking-
water project in 2004, space will become
available for rative water that would not oth-
erwise have been stored. The legal entangle-
ments are mind-numbing, but Albuquerque is
under pressure — moral, political, even legal,
given the likely impacts of the project — to
provide this freed-up space for Rio Grande
Compact and Endangered Species Act com-
pliance. Significantly lower evaporations

would favor Compact compliance; timely re-.

ieases earmarked for environmental protec-
tion would aid flood cycles and help keep the
middle river wet. At a stretch, old enemies
could become close, if never wholly comfort-
able, bedfellows, Though they come from very
different philosophical standpoints, there is
some commen ground between Compact
compliance and environmental protection
which we now need io identify more precisely
and seek to expand.
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Pigeonholing A Prairie Chicken

Prarie Chicken from Page 1

the listing question at the October meeting of
the NM State Game Commission. Twelve
Groups supported the appeal including
Audubon, Animal Protection of New Mexico,
Defenders of Wildlife, New Mexico Sports-
men and Southwest Consolidated Sportsmen.

The appeal was then rejected at the
November meeting of the NMSGC, and Di-
rector Jerry Maracchini, who two years ear-
lier had ordered the status review of the lesser
prairie chicken, at this peint withdrew his rec-
ommendation to list the bird. This reversal
came shostly after a closed-door annual per-
formanee review of Maracchini’s work. Ac-
tivists speculate that Maracchini was under
severe pressure to change his tune. The New
Mexico Cattle Growers Association is the only
group that publicly opposed the listing.

In earlier decades, the lesser prairie
chicken was abundant in eastern New Mexico
on sand-sage grasstand acd shinnery oak habi-
tats. Its spring mating dances on the prairie
and the booming vocalizations that accompa-
nied these dances were among the most spec-
tacular sights and scunds of the high piains in
spring. The mating dances of the prairie

¢hiekén “arelaetial “Contests hetween males,

nowadays with 2 to 8 male birds, and in times
past up to 30 males per “lek”, as these avian
dance groups are called. The lesser prairie
chicken was also the chief gamebird of the
plains until dwindling sumbers forced limited
or closed seasons in the five south central
states in which it is found.

Accelerating Towards Extinction

The decline of the lesser prairie
chicken in New Mexico and neighboring
states is typical of the pattern that prairie
chickens in generat follow to extinction. Once
remnant and increasingly isolated populations
of prairie chickens are reduced to a certain
size, they are beset by the usual problems of
small populations: inbreeding, greater sus-
ceptibitity to disease, to predators and to natu-
ral stresses such as drought years or hard win-
ters. Prairie chicken popuiations tend to ex-
pand best in the same way as their favored
shinnery oak habitat; given the right condi-
tions, they naturaily expand outwards from
ancestral ¢ore populations. To a pratrie
chicken, the “right conditions” means plenty
of food, cover and “dance floors™ in an area
or region of good habiiat large enough 1o see
the birds through natural misfortunes such as
weather extremes or the peaks of predator
population cycles, Habitat areas must be large
enough so that there are enough birds to avoid
inbreeding disorders, and large enough so
birds that are killed can be replaced by birds
from other flocks. Prairie chickens in small

isolated cores of habitat tend to be extirpated.
Unfortunately for the birds in New Mexico,
the majority of occupied habitat consists of
either too-small pockets of good habitat, or
of larger areas of mediocre to poor habitat.
The trend now is that small populations dis-
appear and are not replaced by other prairie
chickens, as there is no surplus of neighbor-
ing birds. When local extirpations of this na-
ture become widespread, the end result is ex-
tinction. Unfortunately it is difficult to rein-
troduce prairie chickens to vacated areas arti-
ficially. This is the pattern in which the lesser
prairie chicken is now locked.

Tour De Chicken

The Lesser prairie chicken is not with-
oul company on its journey towards extinc-
tion. Of the four types {five if you count the
sharp-tailed grouse, which is also in trouble,
with the New Mexico subspecies extinct), one,
the heath hen, is now extinct. The heath hen’s
extinction followed several hundred years of
cencern over its diminishing status. Prior to
the Revolution heath hens had been so com-
mon in New England that servants stipulated

in contracts with their employers “not to have»-

the heath hen brought to table oftener than a
few times in a week.” This period of abun-
dance did not last long, as over-hunting, graz-
ing, predation by introduced rats and cats, and
convession of habitat to farmland or pasture
soon conspired against the heath hen. By 1791
a hunting season, with a strict no-take sea-
son, was imposed for the benefit of declining
heath bens in parts of New York state.

Even with this early start on conser-
vation, the heath hen declined vntil in the mid-
19th century it had been extirpated from the
American mainland. By this time its last re-
doubt was the island of Martha’s Vineyard off
the coast of Massachusetts, where it slowly
dechined until by 1908 there rematned about
50 birds. In this yeara 1,600 acre refuge was
established for the heath hen, replete with ef-
forts to combat the feral cats that plagued the
population, The reserve was considered a roar-
ing success when by 1915 the birds had
reached 2,000 strong. There was again talk
of reintroducing the bird to the mainland. The
next year a brush fire destroyed much of the
breeding area and was followed by a severe
winter, and to cap off the misforiuae that same
winter was a goshawk invasion year, which
is significant because the goshawks ate the
heath hens. The next year's population totaled
only 150 birds. The heath hen did not recover.
A disease cafled blackhead broke out, prob-
ably transmitted from domestic turkeys. The
heath hen population had become too small
and 1o concentrated to survive the assaults
of man and nature. The last heath hens lived

out their days surrounded by tourists, scien-
tists and concerned game managers, to no
avail. By 1932 the last prairie chicken of the
east had vanished.

Moving farther west, we find the
Attwater’s prairie chicken of coastal Texas
ready to join the Heath Hen. Numbering a
miliion birds at the turn of the century, the
Attwater’s prairie chicken now numbers be-
tween 50 and 70 birds in the wiid, and aver-
ages about 100 captive birds, Despite inten-
sive federal and private efforts to expand the
population, factors have conspired against the
bird’s return. As with the case of the heath
hen, the situation with the Attwater’s prairie
chicken locks like another case of too-little
too late, despite all of the weil meaning and
intensive emergency care.’

The lesser prairie chicken is the “high-
est and driest” of the prairie chickens, inhab-
iting the high plains of New Mexico, adja-
cent Texas, Cklahoma and Kansas as well as
a small section of Colorado. It frequents drier
habitat and relatively shorter, sparser vegeta-
tion than its relatives. It is in trouble through-
out most of its remaining range, and certainly
in New Mexico its status could be described

asan-emergency situation. R
Fim Bailey, who oversaw the iesser

prairie chicken status review, made the fol-
lowing report to the NMSGC on the 15th of
October, in regards to the recent misfortuaes
of the prairie chicken in New Mexico:

Many years of data verify the declin-
ing trend of the prairie chicken in New
Mexico. These data include harvest estimates
from 1983-1993, BLM Caprock surveys from
1971-1999, BLM Carlsbad surveys from
1985-1999, and 1998-1999 Department fek
surveys that indicate absence of the species
from mest of its former range. Additional
years of surveys are not needed to provide
reliable evidence that the prairie chicken is in
trouble in our state. The 1999 data indicate:
(1) attempts to locate prairie chickens near
Amistad in northeast New Mexico were un-
successful; (2) prairie chicken numbers wetre
down about 50% on the BLM Caprock Area;
(3} surveys of historic leks on the BLM
Carlsbad Area found only 2 active leks with §
birds; (4) surveys along over 200 miles of
roads in the Carlsbad Area failed to lecate any
other leks; (3) only | lek was located on 10
new survey routes cbserved by the Depast-
ment of Game and Fish; and (6) prairie
chicken numbers held steady, compared to
1998, on the mostly ungrazed prairie chicken
areas belonging to the Dept. of Game and Fish.

Continned on next page
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Gimme Shelter:
Prairie Chickens And Shinnery Qak

All of the four kinds of prairie chick-
ens have (or had) an affinity for oak. In New
Mexico the lesser prairie chicken is now lim-
ited to shinnery cak stands, the knee high
foliage that covers large areas of New
Mexico south of Highway 40. Shinnery oak
(and the tall bluestem grasses that occur with
ity provides year round shelter and food in
the form of buds, acorns, and the insects that
are attracted to oaks. The roots of shinnery
oaks bind the soil of much of the south cen-
tral plains.

Shinnery oak is poisonous to cattle
for part of each spring, and for this reason
ranchers have long sought to eradicate it. To
eliminate this impediment to cattle and in a
misguided effort to replace oak with grasses
(which results in soil erosion, in this case),
the BLM has sought to reduce shinnery oak
on public lands. Since 1981 the BLM treated
about 100,000 acres of shinnery with the
poisan tebuthinron, then abandoned the pro-
gram in 1983, although eradication of shin-
nery still occurs. Of four studies of prairie
chickens ard tebuthiuron, three studies found
that prairie chickens avoided treated sites,
even when some oaks were left, and one
study found that the birds did not avoid
treated areas but were unhealthy compared
10 birds in untreated areas. Either way, the
prairie chicken loses ground.

The eradication of shinnery oak by
government agencies is not the only adverse
effect that grazing visits npon prairie chick-
ens. Cattle directly decrease and degrade
shinnery habitat, eating the oak in both its
peisonous and benign stages, as well as de-
creasing grasses and other vegetative cover.
Grasses used for nesting and rearing cover
must be the previous year’s growth, as prai-
rie chickens nest in the spring before the
warm season grasses begin to lengthen. The
shinnery oak is usually leafing out before the
prairie chickens are finished strutting their
- display grounds in March and Apsil. Aswith

many grassland birds, grazing causes peril
to prairie chickens in the form of exposure
to predators, wind, heat and lack of adequate
food plants.
Even small areas of good habitat, if
surrounded by grazed land may pose a threat
to prairie chickens, as predators also flock
to the only good hunting grourd in the area,
While preserving vegetative cover is neces-
sary to prairie chicken survival, there is a law
of contrast at work when it comes to avoid-
ing predators. If there are only a few acres
: of tall grass in a square mile, the predators
all know where to ook for the prey. Con-
versely a predator finding itself in many
square miles of tall grass has no such advan-
tage. Thus grazing around small enclosuses
tends to produce a contrast that concentrates
predators and prey together, with obvious re-
Its. Such areas, with attractive habitat to

which breeding birds flock only to have little
or no reproductive success, are called “popu-
lation sinks” by biokogists. In an endangered
or threatened species situation, this ecologi-
cal reafity in turn creates a continuous politi-
cal “solotion” whereby instead of increasing
habitat area to the point where predation does
not threaten an entire population, managers
must engage agents of the Animal Damage
Control Agency (recently renamed “Wildlife
Services™), to kill other wildlife that threatens
the endangered species. This is not a work-
able soluticn in the long term, and anywhere
that it is happening (with the exception of
eliminating introduced species such as rats or
goats from islands), it means that real solu-
tions are being avoided.

State Listing And Federal Listing

While the listing of the lesser prairie
chicken is mandated by the Wildiife Conser-
vation Act of New Mexico, the listing itself
carries no legal weight in terms of actions or
prehibitions aimed at saving the listed species.
It is simply an admission by the state that it
acknowledges scientific findings.to the effect
that the bird is in trouble. It is important for
those concerned about the lesser prairie
chicken to realize that being listed doesn't
necessarily mean that “the cavalry is coming™.
Beacause of this, federal listing s also war-
ranted, and the lesser prairie chicken nation-
ally is categorized as “warranted but pre-
cluded” for consideration as a threatened spe-
cies by the US Fish and Wildlife Service un-
der the federal Endangered Species Act. This
means that the bird merits ESA listing and
action, but that the USFWS has such a back-
tog of severe cases that the lesser prairie
chicker must wait until the resource are avail-
able, in terms of money and staff time, to deal
with it. The USFWS rates cases from 1 to 12,
Fhe lesser prairie chicken received a rating of
“8 out of 12", with organisms iz the “1 to 3"

range receiving attention ia practice. The”

lesser prairie chicken may be ameng the most
under-prioritized creatures on the USFWS
roster, and activists are pressuring the USFWS
to look at new evidence of the decline in this
species.

To Do,

Or Not To Do,
Eacugh
About The Lesser Prarie Chicken

Listing the lesser prairie chicken is a
start. Butbeing officially endangered or offi-
cially threatened does not constitute salvation
in practice. We should take note of the fail-
ures of protection efforts divected at the heath
hen and the officially endangered Attwater’s
prairie chicken. They were awarded small
sanctuaries, surrounded or actually invaded by
livestock and cultivation, too late to make a
real difference. Admitting that there is an
emergency, by way of listing, is a step that
both the State of New Mexico and the US Fish
and Wildlife Service must make, But stop-

ping at this point wil not bring the birds to
safety. We have a chance now, if we don't wait,
to give enough prairie chickens, on enough
land, enough protection to keep the species safe
for posterity. Politicaliy difficult, yes, ecologi-
cally possible, yes, and necessary to the sur-
vival of the bird, absolutely. In a2 few more
years it may be too late, not because there witl
be zero birds left, but because after a few more
years the situation will have deteriorated to the
point where our only remaining options aze half
measures. If we don’t arrange for some big,
cow free habitat very soom, the hunting sea-
sons will close for good and soon after, so will
the spring booming grounds.
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Sierra Club Active In Wildlife Conflict Resolution Committee

By Helga C. Schinmkat
Wildlife Issue Committee

Since its inception in April T have been
a member of the Wildlife Conflict Resolution
Committee (WCRC, formerly the Nuisance
Wildlife Working Group) for the Sierra Club
and am the environmental representative to
its steering commistee, The WCRC is a con-
sensus group convened by the governor that
is charged with exploring issues surrounding
“nujsance” wildlife, developing potential so-
lutions, and making recommendations to the
Governor through the State Game Comenis-
sion.

The Gronp wilt make its decisions and
recommendaticns based on consensus of its
members. The group will reach consensus on
an issue when it finally agrees upon a single
alternative and each member can honestly say:
1) I believe that other members understand
my point of view; 2) I believe I understand
other members’ points of view; 3) Whether
or not [ prefer this decision, I support it be-
cause it wasg arrived at openly and fairly, and
it is the best solution for us at this time. In
instances where consensus cannot be reached,

the pros and cons of the decision will be pre-
“rrrgenited for the decision nvakers SO

The WCRC meets on the second Mon-
day of each month at the Albuquerque office
of the Department of Game and Fish, usuvally
from noon until 5 p.m. Those meetings are
open to the public wha are given an opportu-
nity to comment at the end of each meeting.
Carl Moore of The Community Store is the
facilitator,

The WCRC consists of representatives
from the following organizations, agencies or
offices: the Lieutenant Governor's office,
Council of Outfitters and Guides, Department
of Game and Fish, State Land Office, NM
Cattle Growers’ Association, State Game
Commission, US Forest Service, Cooperative
Extension Services, BLM, Conservation Of-
ficers Association, National Audubonr Soci-
ety, Forest Guardians, Association of Soil and
Water Conservation Districts, Animal Protec-
tion of New Mexico, Coalition of Sportsmen,
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Leeson Ranch,
Los Alamos National Laboratory, L.opez
Ranch, NM Wiidlife Federation, NM Depari-
ment of Agricultare, Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation, Wildlife Services (formerly
ADC), NM Association of Counties, Sierra
Club, NM Farm and Livestock Bureau,
Jicarilla Game and Fish, Cooperative Exten-
sion Services—RITFE, NM State Legislature.,

The progress repost of the WCRC fol-
lows. Iurge anyone with knowledge of or
interest in the issues to attend the group meet-
ings and to contact me at 474-3870.

Progress Report of the
Wildlife Conflict Resolution Committee
11/18/99

Introduction

The Wildlife Cenflict Resolution
Committee grew out of Governor Johnson's
forum on nuisance wildlife that was held in
January 1999, The purpose of the forum was
to conveae stakeholders who had an interest
in the management of nuisance wiidlife issues
in New Mexico. After the forum Lt. Gover-
nor Bradley formed a steering cormmittee to
identify additional stakeholders and invited
them to join the Witdlife Conflict Resolution
Committee. The task of the Wildlife Conflict
Resolution Committee (WCRC) is to recom-
mend to the governor through the New
Mexico Game Cornmission how the state can
most effectively address human/wildlife coa-
flicts, The WCRC has made significant head-
way in the last eight months. The WCRC
started as twenty-nine individuals unfamiliar
with each other and the issues and has begun
te establish trust and a strong working refa-
tionship, educated itself about human/wild-
life conflicts, identified the salient problems
in this arza and begun analyzing potential so-
futions that New Mexico Game and Fish can
use. This repost chronicles the committee’s

“-achievements "to date,-addressing the =

commitiee’s progress in four categories: group
process, issue identification, group education,
and potential solutions.

Creating Group Process
The WCRC used the first two meet-

ings to ensure the group would function co-
hesively and effectively. This was done by 1)
establishing ground rules by which meetings
and extra-group activities would be con-
ducted, 2) developing representatives’ indi-
vidual roles within the group, 3) developing
the role and functions of the steering com-
mittee, and 4) structuring the group as a con-
sensus-building body.

Issue fdentification

During the secord meeting, the group
reviewed the salient human/wildlife issues
that had been identified during the Governor’s
forum. Using these and their own experience,
the group created a priority list that would
direct their efforts. The top four priorities
chosen, in order of importance, were 1) elk
damage, 2) compensation, 3} getting good
scientific data to aid in decision making, and
4) balancing individual and private rights with
the rights of the public as a whole (for other
issues identified, sec notes of May 1999 meet-
ing). For their first issue, the WCRC decided
to address the issue of elk damage to crops,
permanent pastures and fences on private land.
They chose to tackle this issue first for sev-
eral reasons. First, many New Mexicans view
elk as a species with a potentially negative
impact on pecple's livelihoods, Second, eik

damage aad its solutions affect or inve
many other priority issues that the group i¢
tified, Third, many solutions to elk dam
problems would apply to other human/w
life confiicts.

Education

Because of the complexity and
portance of the problems identified, the gr.
decided they needed to educate themse)
before delving into solutions. Thereft
learning time was built into the group’s sck
ule, The group brought in experts fo sp
and answer guestions about the following 1
ics: 1) the legal meaning of “nnisance w
life” and “depredation” in New Mex
(Tune), 2) the current management of elk
the extent, severity, and control of elk d:
age in the state (June and September), 3) o
states’ elk damage mitigation and control
forts (August), 4) experiences of landows
affected by elk (August, September and
tober), 5) elk biology and elk and cattle in
actions (September), 6) the feasibility of
surance against wildlife damage (Octok
and legal constraints on elk damage man:
ment (June and November). The group :
received ad hoc education from its own m
bers when questions were raised that
within members’ areas of expertise. Altho
the group has spefit considerable tifme ¢
cating itself, it has been simultaneously §
erating and evaluating potential soluti
Many ideas have arisen from presenter
from group discussions that followed pre:
tations, making the education an invalw:
part of the resolution process.

Potential Solutions

The WCRC has developed a thorol
though not closed, list of potential selug
to elk damage problems. The group is w
ing hard to select a matrix of the most ef
tive and equitable tools that they will pre
to the Game Commission for review and
proval, The WCRC wilt determine whic
its recommendations require legislative
proval and which can be implemented thre
simpler changes in Game and Fish polic
regulation. This matrix of tools will al
for fiexible and case-appropriate prob
solving on both a statewide and local lev

On November 17, the group cre
three subcommittees to focus on aspecl
this matrix. One committee wili draft a
posed damage prevention and problem-s
ing mechanism that can be implemente
NM. The other two committees will cont
the process of collecting ideas for 1) ¢
niques that can be used on the ground to s
depredation problems and 2) funding sou
and mechanisms for any proposed progr.
All three groups will have reports ready
the group before or by the December 13
ing. The group then plans to have adraft

See Wildlife on next
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Chlldren S Water Festival

Water in New Mexico - Yesterday & Tomorrow

By Susan Gorman

On a beautiful blue sky October morn-
ing, the grounds of the Energy Training Com-
plex were beginning to warm in the rising sun.
The early morning quiet was broken by ve-
hicles as the people who would present the
activities for the Children’s Water Festival
began to arrive. Scon the Complex was filled
with activity. Equipment was moved into
place, water and power connections were
made, costumes were dorned, signs were set
up, coffee was perked, loads of drinks and
snacks were rolled into stagiang areas, last
minute tests were run to ensuse that all would
be ready. Next, troupes of volunteers began
to arrive, grabbed coffee and a bagel, listened
to final instructions, asked clarifying ques-
tions, then mobilized to their respective
places.

Wildiife from previous page

ommendation packet ready for the State Game
Commission by the end of the January meez-
ing. In addition to subcommittee reports at
the December meeting, the group will choose
the next nuisance wildlife issue to be ad-
dressed.

Some may be anxious to see “results™
at this point, but this is a stage through which
the WCRC is determined not to rush. They
do not want to make recommendations to the
Game Commission that fail to serve all inter-
ests or to address important concerns. For this
reason, the group is carefully deliberating the
merits of all the proposed tools, both singly
and in various combinations. Again, the elk
damage problem encompasses many issues of
concern 1n other human/wildlife conflicts. The
WCRC is close to having a proposal for the
Game Commission that should make great
strides toward alleviating not only elk con-
flicts, but also problems with other wildlife
species.

~Jogistical sappoit

Just as all was prepared, set up and in
place the first bus arrived. As the students filed
from the bus excited voices filled the air. More
buses arrived to unload more students who
were met by a Guide and each group headed
to the first activity. The first Water Festival
for the Middle Rio Grande area had begun!

The vision for the Water Festival origi-
nated more than two years ago. Some of us
wondered, “How in the world can we help
everyone sndérstand the true value of water?”
We decided that reaching out to our children
was a good approach and resolved to put ona
Water Festival for kids. We contacted the
Groundwater Foundation in Lincoln, Ne-
braska which has been having Water Festi-
vals to educate studenis about groundwater
for a decade and asked for their help. From
that first meeting in June, 1997, we planned,
talked to iteachers, gathered materials and
found water experts to help. We created a part-
nership of 28 sponsors and supporters who
contributed money, time, and talent to make
the Festival a reality. Fifty volunteers and
members of the Steering Commitiee were
enlisted to provide invaluble assmtance and

The Festival was held on October 15,
1999, day before Dia del Rio, at the Depart-
ment of Energy’s Energy Training Compiex.
Nearly 800 students from 17 schools attended
the Festival, accompanied by more than a 100
teachers and parents, Each group of 20to 30
students attended either the morning or after-
noon session during which they participated
in three 30 minute activities.

Twenty different activities were pre-
sented by a total of 50 people including stu-
dents from Wilsen Middie School, Albuquer-
que Academy and Bernalillo County 4-H. The
activities on the program covered a wide range
of water topics and were presented by repre-
sentatives from many organizations. The stu-
dents conversed with the Water Wizard and
the Xeric City Scarecrow about saving water.
They helped create a mini-river, viewed the
tiniest water insects and met a noble huater
of the river, a raptor. They purified water from
the Rio Grande, built aquifers from edible in-
gredients, made garbage pizzas, and competed
in lively games of Water Jeopardy and Dripial
Pursuit,

In order to help teachers prepare stu-
dents before the BIG DAY and to enable them
to continue the water education that started at
the Festival, we held teacher workshops.
Teachers received previews of several of the
Festival activities as well as information on
the philosophy of the Festival and the impor-
tance of water education and guidance on in-
tegration of the Festival education elements
into the core curriculum. In addition, each
teacher recejved a Resource Kit of educational

matarinle

The Festival organizers contracted
with a film crew from KNME Channel 5 in
Albuguergue to document the Festival activi-
ties and preduce a 30 minute documentary that
will be used to demonstrate the importasce
of water education and the effectiveness of
the Festival as a powerful water education
delivery method. It is anticipated that it will
be aired or KNME, the local Public Televi-
sion channel,

Another film crew from City of Al-
buquerque Media Resources also documented
the Festival with the specific objective of spot-
lighting the water education programs for the
City Departments that had participated in the
Festival. This program will be aired on Gov-
ernment Channel 16 [ater this year.

Today's ten year olds will be the wa-
ter scientists, engineers and managers of to-
morrow. As one wise student once said, “We
are the future and we have to find a better
way!” Bat we can’t expect them to “find a
better way" unless they Have the facts, con-
cepts, values and critical thinking skills they'll
need 10 do that. The Water Festival was de-
signed to provide them with a jump start.
A GRS THOTTOWATHA BE s TG
headed back to their classrooms from the First
Water Festival, perhaps the seeds for solutions
had already been sown, and leaming about
water will never be erdinary again!

{Note: The organizers of Water festi-
val 99 are commitied to making this an an-
nual event and have begin planning for Wa-
ter Festival 2000. If you would like to con-
tribute time, ideas, resources or money to this
initiative, contact: Susan Gorman, 2226B
Wyoming NE, # 272, Albuquerque, NM 87112,
265-3231, FAX 256-0373, bblairb@aol.com]
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You Say You Want A Revolution

By Ken Hughes
Energy Chair
and Charles Bensinger
Alternative energy consultant

1. BAD NEWS: LOOKS LIKE WE NEED
ANENERGY REVOLUTION. According to
a Science magazine article this week, the ac-
ceferating decline of Arctic ice over the past
46 years is most Hkely the result of human
activity, rather than normal climate cycles.
Based on the most advanced computer mod-
els availabie, the authors put the chance that
the 46-year trend couid be entirely due to natu-
ral fluctuations at less than 0.1%. Not only is
the ice area declining, the remaining ice is
thinning rapidly, according to another article.
Since ice does not absorb solar energy as ef-
ficiently as open water, there is a strong posi-
tive feedback.

2, GOOD NEWS: WE MAY BE ON THE
THRESHOLD OF AN ENERGY REVOLU-
TION. A report released on Capitol Hill yes-
terday by the Northeast- Midwest Institute
argues that uility deregulation, combined with
‘Féplacement of aging power generators, pro-
vides a unique chance to corvert to more ef-
ficient technolagies and reduce greenhouse
emissions. Lacking incentive to increase ef-
ficiency, ragulated monopolies rely heavily on
highly centralized steam turbines with fuei
efficiency of only about 30%. Combined
cycle gas turbines (CCGTs) can double effi-
ciency with far lower emissions, CCGTs now
supply a mere 3% of U.S. demand, but they
account for $8% of planned power plants,
However, the ful} benefit will not be realized
if centralized gigawatt power plants are sim-
py replaced with CCGTs. for which the opti-

mum size is only about 100 megawatts. En- .

ergy in the form of natural gas is about three
times cheaper to transport than electzical en-
ergy. Rather than focusing on a particular tech-
nology, however, the report calls for incen-
tives to be built into deregulation that wilt
encourage innovation in generation and dis-
tribution,

IMPCOQ Technologies, Inc. an-
nounced the development of an important
automotive injector and pressure regulator
technology, which will provide exceptional
gaseous fuet control for fuel cell and internak
combustion engines. The fuel metering is fully
compatible for CNG, Hydrogen and other
gaseous fuels. It can also be modified to
handle Methanol. IMPCO’s gaseous fuel in-
jector beats all other competitors hands down
and features low cost, long life and durabil-
ity. A simple design to provide freedom from
frictional wear and freedom from sticking al-
lows for extreme durability. Designed to

achieve three (3) times life or 1.2 billion cycles
while maintaining a lower price than current
available technology makes the IMPCO Gas-
eous Fuel Injector the clear winner.

The IMPCO gaseous fuel injector is
designed to work with natural gas, propane,
alcohol fuels and is adaptable to hydrogen
fuels with medification. Coupling pioven
electromagnetic technology with an innova-
tive fuel metering design yields the first auto-
motive type fuel injector capable of handling
the high flow tate fuel delivery requirements
of 300+ HP V8 engines. Sequential multi-
point fuel injection systems for natural gas
andfor propane engines require fuel pressure
reduction from system storage pressure (0 a
working level typical of automotive, gasoline
based fuel systems. Previous systems were
designed to operate at very low pressures and
typically had excessive pressure loss, poor in-
put pressure rejection, or both, resuiting in
poor vehicle performance.

Proton Energy Systems announced a
breakthrough in the development of systems
to generate high-pressure hydrogen that can
significantly accelerate the creation of a hy-
drogen infrastructure for fuel cell vehicles.
Proton has siicéessfully demonstrated that its
proprietary technology produces hydrogen
directly at pressure exceeding 2000 psi from
electricity and water without mechanical com-
pression. This high-pressure hydrogen gen-
eration technology is based on an advanced
Proton Exchange Membrane (PEM) water
electrolyzer design. This process can greatly
simplify today’s truck and compression based
hydrogen delivery method and is less expen-
sive thaa existing high pressure electrolyzers.
tpon commercialization, Proton’s high pres-
sure electrolysis technology will enable on site
production of high pressure, high purity hy-
drogen suitable for fuei cell vehicle refucling
or industrial cylinder filling. As fue] cell
markets develop for transportation and sta-
tionary power, Proton’s high-pressure hydro-
gen production technology can provide a
ready source of fuel cell grade hydroges.

Hydrogen is an essential foel to allow
fuel celis to operate efficiently and with zero
emissions. One of the factors constraining the
emerging fuel ceil market is the absence of a
cost-effective means to deliver hydrogen
this fundamentally distributed market.
Proton’s advancement enables this need to be
met with the existing water and electricity
infrastructure.

FOUNDED 1892

Executive Committee Report

By Gien Wardwell

Chapter Chair

The Executive Committee (ExCom}
of the Rio Grande Chapter met atthe Sevilleta
Research Center on December 11 and 12,
1999. Al members were present except
Marianne Thaeler, the Southern New Mexico
Group representative. Jamie Newlin was
present as the El Paso Group representative
on December 11, 1999,

The first part of the meeting was de-
voted to motions made by the Chapter Con-
servation Chair on behalf of the Conservation
Commistee {ConsCom), all of which were
passed. These included -

1. A motion to join Forest Guardians in fil-
ing an “intent to sue” on adverse effects of
the National Flood Insurance Program, con-
tingent on approval by Chapter and National
legal officials.

2. Amotion to make Wildlife issues a major
Chapter campaign in addition to Sprawl and
Water.

The Chair reported on the following
ExCom approved appointments:

1. Jim Hannan to the ExCom, to replace
Bryan Bird who resigned and moved to
Florida.

2. Norma McCallan as Secretary, to replace
Bryan Bifd-~ ’

3. Helga Schimkat as Wildlife Co-Chair to
replace Bryan Bird.

In March, 1999, the ExCom approved
hiring a staff person. Although advertisements
have been placed twice and one round of con-
ference call interviews was conducted, no one
has been hired because top candidates had
accepted other positions. The position was
structured as a Chapter/Regional position be-
cause the Chapter could not fully fund it. The
sense of the ExCom was to move forward on
hiring a full-time staff person, funded entirely
by the Chapter using carry-over funds from
1999 in addition to 2000 funds.

The ExCom directed the Chair to in-
vestigate sponsoring cross-cultural training
sessions, in collaboration with other groups,
to be held in 2000

The ExCom approved hiring Helga
Schimkat as the Chapter lobbyist for the 2000
legislative session. Jim Hannon, Chapter Po-
litical Chair, and Gwen Wardwell, Chapter
Chair, will erganize an activist list by legisla-
tive district and designate issue contacts. Pri-
ority issues for this session will include water
and wildlife issues, opposition to a road
through the Petroglyphs, and campaign fi-
nance reform.

Barbara Johnson, Norma McCallan,
and Cecily Vix were elected to the ExCom.
Gwen Wardwell, Jennifer Johnson, and Blair
Brown were re-elected as Chair, Vice-Chair,
and Treasurer, and Cecily Vix was elected as
Secretary. David Bouquin resigned as Con-
servation Chair, and Jennifer Johnson was
named to replace him.
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Bisti Saved, Thanks to All of You!

By Martin Heinrich
Wilderness Issue Committee

The Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness Area
in northwestern New Mexico has been the
center of conflict for several years now. Regu-
lar readers of the Sierran know that the
Speerex company has been pushing to either
desecrate the wilderness with oil and gas wells
of receive enormously inflated compensation
not to drill for fossil fuels that most geolo-
gists believe don’t even exist. This whoie
mess developed when the company was al-
lowed to lease ol and gas rights for the area
while the BLM was simuitaneously evaluat-
ing the area for wilderness protection.

When the Speerex proposal was fi-
nally put before the public for comment, Si-
erra Club members and wilderness advocates
from around the nation rallied in the defense
of wilderness. OFf the approximately 500 com-
ments received at hearings and through the
mail in exess of 99% objected to any plan that
would ailow oil and gas drilling in the wil-
derness area. This overwhelming support for
the Bisti showed the BLM that the public
would not allow the sacrifice of this unique
resource. It also showed Speerex that they

were in for the fight of their life if they pro=

ceeded along their current course!

Fortunately, Speerex reconsidered
their options and returned to the negotiating
table with the BLM. As a resuit a deal was
struck where Speerex was compensated at 2
fair rate for the their leases, rather than at the
inflated level they had sought. Far more im-
portantly, the deal protects the Bisti/De-Na-
Zin Wiiderness Area for future generations of
Americans to erjoy.

Asincere “THANK YOU” goes to all
the Sierra Club members who spoke out at
hearings and wrote letters on behalf of the
amazing Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness Area.
Our success in saving the Bisti demonstrates
what we can accamplish when we speak out
+ together for wilderness.
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Wilderness Activists Rally for
Forest Roadless Areas

By Martin Heinrich
Wilderness Issue Commitiee

Wildemness activists turned out in large
numbers last month to the Albuguerque Con-
vention Center for the first in a series of na-
tional hearings to submit public comment oa
the Clinton Administration plan to protect cur
remaining Forest Service roadless areas from
fragmentation, President Clinton’s plan is one
of the most important admiristrative initia-
tives in decades for forested wildlands in New
Mexico. It has the potential (o protect over
2.5 miilion acres of roadless forests in New
Mexico alone!

Places like the Peloncilios Mountains
in New Mexico’s bootheel, the Ryan Hill
roadless area in the Magdelenas, Eagle Peak
in the Gila, and roadiess areas adjacent to the
Pecos Wilderness will all be affected by this
plan, As a result Sierra Club members, col-
lege activists, poiice, hunters, fishermen, the
leadership of Republicans for Environmental
Protection, a representative for the mayor of
Albuguergue and many others attended the
hearing to rally in support of forest roadless
areas. With supporters of the plan doaning

“SiETia ClAbHits thit §3id “Save ous Wild For:~
ests”, the hearing room was a sea of green.
Ouly a handful of off road vehicle enthusi-
asts spoke against the plan and even they were
forced to admit that new roads in our national
forests are unneccessary, The comments fa-
voring strong roadless area protections domi-
nated the hearing at a ration of about 9 to 1!

This hearing was not only a victory
for protection of our forest wildlands, but it
was testament to the growing strength of the
wilderness movement in New Mexico.
Thanks to all of you who attended.
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Arctic Quest Bike Tour
El Paso & Las Cruces
Members - Take Note!

By Alex Tapia

Film maker Jeff Barrie (along with
film maker Alex Tapia driving the support
vehicle) will be crossing the United States
with z bike, advocating the wilderness pro-
tection of the Arctic Nationai Wildlife Ref-
uge. Our route is planned but now we need
help setting up the shows. If you are from
these areas, or know someone from them, let
me know ASAP so we caa set up a show. (Itin-
erary below.)

The one-kour documentary Arctic
Quest: Our Search For Truth, chronicles the
adventures of five teenagers as they expiore
Alaska on their guest to learn about the con-
troversial oil development planned for the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. This pris-
tine wilderness area has been threatened by
oil development for more than two decades
and has spurred one of the hardest fought en-
vironmental battles in American history. The
contreversy is complicated further by the
plight of the Gwich’ Aoin people, whose sub-
sistence lifestyle in the Arctic is threatened
by the proposed development. - The film-ob-
jectively presents all sides of this debate but
males a convincing case for permanently pro-
tecting the land as wilderness.

This is how the basic Arctic Quest
event takes place:

Film makers Jeff Barrie and Alex
Tapia briefly itroduces the film and the Arc-
tic Quest tour.

The entire 56-minute film is shown.
(shorter presentations can be arranged) Tapia
and Barrie lead the discussion and a letter-
writing activity {voluntary). Pens, paper, en-
velapes and addresses for Congress are pro-
vided. This activity has resulted in hundreds
of letters written o Congress. Literature and
informationat brochures are available to in-
terested audience members.

Nete: This film and the tour are seif-
funded. During the event, Barrie and Tapia
will encourage donations to support the tour.

If you would like more information
or would like to-help contact us at:

Alex: (513) 851-0243 Cincinnati
alextapia@shoutmail.com
Jeff:  (310)327-1187 Los Angeles

jeffreyb@shoutmail.com

Tour begins with a press conference
at the Santa Monica Pier on 2/13, and ends
with a press conference on Capitol Hill on

G6/13.
See Artic [tinerary on next page
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Planning to Protect Community

Michael G. Smith
Conservation Committee Chair
Pajarito Group

Commuaities nationwide are just be-
ginning to confront the realities of suburban
growth, over-development and sprawl. Me-
dia attention has focused on major cities, in-
cluding Adants, Denver, Phoenix and Albu-
querque, and their growth-related probiems
such as traffic congestion, air poellution, and
increasing crime rates and the reduced abil-
ity of local governments to pay for services.
Recently the focus has shifted to the causes
of growth, including the congruence of unre-
lated federal, state and local policies that re-
sult in unplacned growth and taxpayer subsi-
dization of urban development.

Large urban growth problems, and so-
lutions, are not being lost on the residents of
small communities. In fact, the war on sprawi
will probably be won by the determined ef-
forts of such citizens. Los Alamos County is
an excellent case in point. In addition to the
usual suite of quality of life issues, ecologi-
cal and colral factors are also being dis-
cussed. These issues include open space pres-
ervation, habitat protection for rare and en-
dangered species, water and other natural re-
source conservation, and cultural artifact pro-
tection.

Los Alamos County is currently up-
dating its comprehensive plan, an exercise that
occurs every ten years, The update is supposed
1o represent the vision of the community for
the future. The draft update, released several
menths ago, is slanted towards growth with
little in the way of environmental protections.
Housing developments have been proposed
for Rendija Canyon and the horse stables on
North Mesa. A highway has been proposed
through Bayo Canyon from North Mesa to
the White Rock Y. Neighborhood play-
grounds, called ot lots, are slated for removal.

The draft plan also lacks responsible
planaing, and the Existing Cenditions report
lacks detail and, in many cases, is wrong. The
drait does not include plans to protect open
space, habitat or cultural artifacts, water is
treated as if the supply can meet any demand
of unlimited size {L.os Alamos depends on an
aquifer), and alternative transportation is pro-
posed to be studied, not implemented.

The Pajarito Group, along with the
Laos Alamaos Pathways Association (LAPA),
have proposed major changes to the plan. Our
proposal starts with the fact that accurate as-
sessments of natural and cultural resources
should be done before any planaing occurs.
The assessments should identify how much
development can be supported while protect-
ing and enhancing the integrity of core re-

sources. The proposal advocates many best
land use, best environmental, best transporta-
tion and best houstag practices, with land use
being based on an open space and greenway
wildlife corridor system. We also propose that
the plan adopt measurable indicators to moni-
tor progress, and that it create an Envirenmen-
tal Protection Commissioner and Commission
within County Government.

Los Alamos County is an ecological
transition zone between the Rio Grande Val-
ley and the Jemez Mountains, The community
sits atop the Pajarito Plateau, a solidified vol-
canic ash flow one million years old. Erosion
and weathering have created maay deep can-
yons that generally run west to east. The north-
south aspect of the canyon walls combined
with a large change in elevation has produced
several ecological zones, from high desert typi-
<al of the Rio Grande valley to the sub-alpine
of the Jemez Mountains. The canyons provide
habitat for several rare, threatened or endan-
gered species, including spotted owls, per-
egrine falcons, the Jemez Mountain sala-
mander, and eagles. The canyons also provide
habitat for mountaia lions, bobeats, bears, elk,
and many other species. In the future White
Rock Canyon may be habitat for bighorn
sheep.

The Draft Comprehensive Plas pro-
poses development that could seriously disrupt
the ecology of several canyons. To protect the
canyons the Pajarito Group and LAPA have
propased that the plan create a large regional
wilderness park called the Canyon Reserve
System. We have also proposed the
remediation and re-devetopment of an aban-
doned waste water treatment facility on the rim
of Pueblo Canyon into the Los Alamos Natg-
ral History Center. The center would be the
focal point of the Canyon Reserve Systern, and
would function as an ecological, educational
and cultural center.

The Canyon Reserve and site for the
Natural History Center were featured during
the Los Alamos Tour de Sprawl, which was
covered by the local newspaper. Sierra Club
and LAPA members currently are developing
site plans. Fundraising and political strategy
are aiso being planned.

Communities can reduce sprawl and
influence ecologically-friendly development.
The keys are to understand the ecology of
threatened lands, develop creative solutions
that have public appeal, and work with the lo-
cal media and other interested community
groups to disseminate the goals and plans to 2
wider zudience. The environmental commu-
nity of Los Alamos is doing all of this to pro-
tect the gateway to the Jemez,

Rio Grande Chapter
Executive Committee
and
Conservation Commitiee

Meeting Schedule -- 2000

March 18/19
Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge

June 10/11
Location to be determined

September 9/10
Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge

December 9/10
Sevitleta National Wildlife Refuge

Members are always welcome!

Artic ltinerary from previous page

* indicates locatjons where we would like to
do shows

ARIZONA 2/22  *Yuma,
AZ22I3 *Yuma,AZ 2/24 Dateland, A7 2/
25 GilaBend, AZ 2/26  *Phoenix, AZ 2/
27 *Phoenix 2/28 Casa Grande, AZ 2/29
Florence, AZ 3/1  *Tucson, AZ (U. of AZ)
3/2 *Tueson 3/3 *Tucson 3/4 Benson,
AZ3/5 Bowie, AZ

NEW MEXICO 3/6
Lordsburg, NM 3/7 Deming, NM 3/8 *L.as
Cruces, NM (NM St. U) 3/% #*Las Cruces 3/
10

TEXAS 3/11 *EI Paso, TX
312 Cornudas, TX 3/13 Pine Springs, TX
3714 Orla, TX 3/15  Kermit, TX 3/16
*Qdessa, TX (U. TX of Permian Basin) 3/17
#*Odessa 3/18  *Midland, TX (Permian Ba-
sin Pet. Mus.) 3/19  Sterling City, TX 3/20
*San Angelo, TX 3/21  *San Angelo 3/22
*San Angelo 3/23  Eden, TX 3/24 Mason,
TX3/25 Fredericksburgh, TX 3/26 Boeme,
TX 3/27 *San Antonie, TX 3/28  *San
Antonio 3/29 *San Antonio 3/30 *Seguin,
TX (TX Lutheran College) 3/31  *3an
Marcos (TX St. Uy 4/1  *Austin, TX 4/2
*Austin 4/3 *Austin 4/4  *La Grange, TX
{Kreische Brewery) 4/5 Altair, TX 4/6
Rosenburg, TX 4/7 *Houston, TX 4/8
*Houston 4/9  *Houston /10  *Houston
411 *Galveston, TX (TX A&M) 4/12
High Island, TX (NWR)4/13 *Port Arthur,
TX (Sabine NWR)
EARTH DAY
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Environmentalists Seek Long-term Solutions To Regional Water Problems
Or: Has The Last Nail Been Put In The Coffin for the River?

By Kevin Bixby

Out of crisis sometimes comes oppor-
tunity. Such is the case with our regional water
situation.

In the quest to find a replacemest for
rapidly dwindling underground water sup-
plies, we have an unprecedented opportunity
to help the beleaguered Rio Grande -—- a river
greatly in need of ecological restoration—
while achieving & truly sustainable solution
1o our region’s water problems.

The Sustainable Water Project is an
initiative of the New Mexico/Texas Water
Commission aimed at helping El Paso and
other communities harness the river to meet
future arban water needs.

The Project could be a boor to the
river ecosystem or the final nail in its coffin,
depending upon decisions the Commission
must make in the near future. The Project
affords many opportunities to help restore the
river. To mame just one, wetlands and native
vegetation could be cost-effectively estab-
lished at the same time that new diversions
and treatment plants are built at the river. En-
vironmentalists have proposed a package of

environmental measures which -- if accepted - -

by the Commission—would ensure these op-
portunities were not lost. A recent El Paso
Times article focused on the cost of our plan,
but lacked details about its contents or why
we think it is actually a bargain.

Our plan would not solve all the river’s
problems, but it would go a long way toward
restoring the river. It includes a variety of mea-
sures aimed at recreating conditions that
would be found aiong a healthier Rio Grande,
such as cottonwood bosques and meanders.
It also includes measures, such as the estab-
lishment of a watershed council, that would
lay the foundation for a more comprehensive
and sustained restoration effort long after the
project is built. Finally, it proposes to meet
the river’s single greatest need by buying
rights from willing seilers toa modest amount
of water -- about 3 percesnt of the river’s an-
nual flow -- to leave in the river and keep it
flowing year-round.

The estimated $50 million price tag
of our plan sounds high but equals less than
15 percent of total project construction costs.
It should be noted that El Paso ratepayers will
have plenty of help in paying for the Project.
Much, if not most, of the cost is expected to
be shouldered by other U.S. taxpayers cour-
tesy of Congressionai appropriations, with or
without our proposals included.

Additionally, our plar would benefit
the project by making it more attractive to
certain funding sources, such as EPA, BECC
and NADBANE, that are on the short list of
those likely to be appreached by the Com-

mission. It would also cpen up whole new
funding sources. We have identified literally
millions of dollars that are available from a
variety of governmental and private sources
for the kinds of river restoration measures
we are proposing.

Congress itself can be quite generous
when it comes to eavironmental restoration
projects. The Everglades zestoration initiative
received $45 million this year, and compa-
rable amounts have been appropriated for
similar efforts, such as the San Francisco Bay
Delta. We are committed to kelping the Com-
mission wring every available dollar from all
of these funding sources.

Of all the possible water allocation
scenarios in our future, stealing the fast drop
from the river in a futile effort to accommo-
date endiess growth is surely the wrong
choice. Sustainability cannot be achieved by
ignoring the needs of the very ecosysten: upon
which our water future depends. Our plan
would ensure the Sustainable Water Project
lives up to its name and meets the long-term

needs of all regional water users, including
the Rio Grande.

{Kevin Bixby is executive director of
the Las Cruces-based Southwest Environmen-
tal Center. Other groups involved in develop-
ing the proposal are World Wildlife Fund,
Trans-Pecos Audubon Scciety, Rio Grande/
Rio Bravo Basin Coalition, Rio Grande Res-
toration, and Texas Center for Policy Stud-
ies. For current information, call SWEC at
522.5552.]

{Editor’s notes: This article was origi-
nally presented for publication in the El Paso
Times prior to the December meeting of the
New MexicorTexas Water Commission. Itwas
thought that they would at least consider ne-
gotiating the 15% of the total project construc-
tion costs towards keeping the river alive,
however they only approved 2%, and chas-
tised the environmentalists for “not raising
the money" 1o keep the river alive. It looks
like river restoration tactics may need to
change, and like the Rio Grande just took a
meyjor blow. ]

FOURTH GREAT SEASON

INFORMATION:

P.0O. Box 2631 / Santa Fe, NM 87504-2631
Phone: (505) 820-6401 Fax: (505) 820-0941
Web: www.20thcenturyuniimited.org
Telephone reservations are accepted
Season subscriptions are available
Tickets:

Nicholas Potter Bookseller
211 E. Palace Ave., Santa Fe

ALL TICKETS ARE ONLY $5.

19995-2000
CONCERT
SERIES

October 8
December 3
February 26
Aprit 1
May 20
June 24
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Urban Planners Should Dive In

By John Buchser
Water Issues Chair

The availability of water is essential
to urban growth. The Middle Rio Grande
Council of Governments’ propesed Focus
2050 regional growth plan has totally missed
the boat. No substantive mention is made of
the limits that water availability puts on ur-
ban growth,

A key element of 2 healthy commu-
nity is a healthy environment in which we
desire to live. We are fortunate to have botk
2 flowing river and many ¢itizens who are in-
terested in keeping the Rio Grande and the
surrounding Bosque alive. The river and the

farms up and down to the valley are a won-
derful blessing,

If we desire to bring good-paying jobs
to the metro area, essential services such as
water need to be provided to both homes and
businesses. This growth should not be to the
detriment of our river and our farms. We
should expect our planners to understand this.
Our surface water can be used in the good
times, the groundwater during the dry times,
but without planning, our river will die.

The Middle Rio Grande Council of
Governmeats’ plan should carefully examine
and consider how to get our citizens, the City,
and the County to work with the numerous

agencies responsible for different aspects of
water management. Over the last several
years, it has beer wonderful to see many dif-
ferent organizations coming together and
planning for the future of the river. The ur-
ban pianners need to be involved too,

“Healthy communities and a healthy
environment aren’t expressly considered in
our great legal system. And so it is up to us to
determine what shail become of them.” Let
us follow Steve Harris’ advice.

[This article was originally published
in the letters to the editor of the Albuguerque
Journal. Reprinted with author’s permission. ]

Balanced

Momingstar™ Risk-Adjusted Star Ralings**
Oresall, 3-Ys 5-Year & 10-Year Roatings 2 of Seprcanlior 30, 1999

ook kk

Responsible

A Socially Responsible Balanced No-Load Mutual Fund:

Estoblished in 1970, Pax World Fend was the first mutual fund to adopt
comprehensive sociol and enviranmental screens, At least 25% of the
Fundl's essets are maintained in fixed-income securifies o cash equivalents
at all Emes, providing o cushion from the fuctuations of the stock market,

No Sales Charges or redempfion fees and @ low {$250) minimum inilief

Pox Warld Fund was ronked #9 of the 200 balanced
funds (top 5%) racked by Linper Analyfical Services for
toral refurn for the S-yoor period ended 9/30/99.¢

: H20000
$10,000 Irvestment
2C-Year Tokl Ratum* Floos0
J $116,784 120000
| R/30/79 w0 9/20/95

" 1000

24000

.00

IRAs and Education iRAs, as well as 403(k) pension plans.

1-Yr: 22.83%  5-Yr: 18.97% 10-Ye: £3.16% 20-Yr: 13.08%

investment make investing easy. Pax offers low-fee IRas, Roth IRAs, Simple

Pax World Fund ‘Avercge Annual Tatal Retuins As OF9F307/99:5:00

Type of fund:  Growih
Sales charge: 2.5%
Inception date:  6/11/97

Initial minimum
investment: $250

Iovestinent Objective: The Fund seeks the long-term
growth of capital through investment primarily in the equi-
ty securities of socially and environmentally nuspossible
cornpanies, Current income is secondary to capital growth.

‘Types of Investments: Pax Wodd Growth Fund invests
mostly in the stocks of small- 1o anidwcap companies, Its man-
gt searches ot growth fsues, nor just ameng US, equities
but internadonally as well, .

guarantee of future resulls. For more c plate i

Also Avaitable From

*Figures include reinvested dividends, capital gains diskibutions, and changes in principal value and represent past performance, which is no
1, P n el

£ - B
ify bafore g. |

, g charges end expensas, please call for prospectus which should be read
‘ return and principal value may rise or Fall.

**Momingstor’s proprietery rafings refloct histarice] risk-odjusted performancs, chenge menthly end aro cakulaied from the Fond's 3+, 5-, and

10-yecr average annual refurns in excess of 90-day Treasury bill refurns with oppropriate fee adjustments, and a sisk facler thot refiacts per-

formance belaw $0-day T-bili reburns, The fop 10% of the fundis in o category receive 5 stars; the next 22.5% veceive 4 stars, Pax World Fund

wos rated omeng 3,210, 2,010, and 751 Domestic Equity Funds for the 3-year, S-year, ond 10-year periods, respechively.

|
haag

o 5w w m
1-800-767-1729

www._paxfund.com

Type of fund:  Money Market

Safes charga: None

Inception date: 4/9/98

Initic] minimum

investment: 5250

Investment Objective: Designed to meet the short—term
investment needs of socialiy responsible investars, the Fund
seeks to madmize current income while mrintzining beth
liquidity and a stable share price. Ther is o e shot the Fudy
vigertives uill be achirved or thay 4 stxble dharr price of $1.00 ain be eintringd,

Social Commitment: The Fund muamgers seek out banks
and instinations that have good envirormenad records and thar
v comununity-based providers of services.
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Group Dlrectory

Pajarlto Group of the Sierfan Club
_ Executlve Commlttee ‘

Abe Jacobson, .
Chalr :

'Mmam Oude}eans, L

V:ce{‘.halr R
Bev Hartline -
Fred Harline
Carole Jacobson
Michael Smith
Gordon Spingler

672-J579

§72-0414

672-957%
662-2380
662-9481

Conservation Committee

Michael Smith
Chair

Janet Gerwin
Co-Chair

Jody Benson
SprawlfWaler

Janst Gerwin
Water

Abe Jacobson
Mining

Carole Jacobson
Adoplt-A-Highway

Jenniter Johnsen,

demez Mountain Issues

Chuck Pergler..
Grazing

_Michae! Smith/Gordon Spingler

DOE Land Transter

Michael Smith
Forests

Wildlife OPEN

David Bouguin
Chapter Rep.

Janet Gerwin
Publicity

Newsletter OPEN

Guthrie Miller
Membership

Warren Steckle
Outings

\-

Administration

662-2380
662-9568
B862-4782
562-9568
672.9579

672-9579

861:6169.,
662-2380/662-9451

662-2380

662-3741

662-9568

662-5545

672-0414

General Meetings

All Generat meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every
month at the Mesa Public Library, at 7 PM and are open to the
public.

Wednesday, January 5, 2000 Noted local mountaineer Mario
Schiltaci will give a slide show on last summer's trip {o the
Cordillera Blanca of Peru.

Other Meetings:

Conservation Committee meetings are on the second Wednesday
and Executive Committee meetings are on the third Wednesday of
the month. All meetings are at the Mesa Public Library, at 7 P
and are open to the public.

Outings

January 29, Cabezon Peak Wilderness Study Area.
Cabezon is iocated west off Highway 44, northwest of San
Ysidro. This area is best visited in the dry season, but
given New Mexico's seasons it is difficult to know when
which one will be dry. Therefore, we will attempt a “dry-win-
ter” trip. Meet on New Mexico 279 at its junction with
Highway 44 aboui 20 miles northwest of Say Ysidro (a
green highway sign iabeled “San Luis” and “Cabezon”
marks the turncff) at 10AM. If we make ii to the peak we
will atiempt o do the easy/beginners climb to the 2,000’
peak. The rock is lcose so sturdy footwear and helmet or
hard hat are recommended. Also, bring lunch, liquids, and
be prepared for the ever changing New Mexico weather.
Call the leader first to be sure the trip isn’t cancelled.
Jennifer Johnson (5035) 289-9183.

i
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Group Directory
207 San Pedro NE
Albuquerque NM 87108
Phone: 505-265-5506  Fax 505-256-0373

1999 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Cecily Vix 855-9140 Cecvix@aol.com

Blair Brown 265-3231 bblairb@acl.com
Secretary

Martin Heinrich 232-7151 mtheinrich@zcl.com
Vice-chair

Petra Hegger B890-0331 pfmh@laughingdeser.com

Jeremy Kruger 242-8022 kruger7@aol.com
Chair

Ed Sullivan 259-5966 amwa@earthlink net

Mike Norte 844-0935 norte@earthlink.net

Gary 5impson 898-6249 garyksimpson@jeno.com
Treasurer

David Ther 2601553 grelbik@worldnet.att.net

The Central New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club depends totally
on the efforts of volunteers. To help, call any of vs!

ADMINISTRATION
Petra Hegper 890-0331 pfmh@laughingdesert.com
Administrative Asst.
Blair Brown 265-3231 bblairh@aol.com
Information Technology
David Ther 260-1553 greibik@worldnetar.nes
Outings

CONSERVATION CAMPAIGN TEAM LEADERS

Mike Norte 844-0935 norteBearthlink. net
Conservation Chair

East Mounttin OPEN

Susan Gorman 265-3231 bblairb@aol.com
Sustainable Albugquerque .

Barbara Leonard B862-7915
Western Netv Mexico

Martin Heinrich 232-7151 mtheinrich@aol.com

Wildernesy/Wildlife

Sl

OUTINGS

January 16: White Mesa Hike. Meet at 9:00 am at
Bank of Americz, San Mateo & Academy. Hike will be
~7 miles RT through badlands near San Ysidro.
Travertine springs, nice hogbacks and cave-like
formations to explore. A littte scrambling. Bring
hiking shoes, water, lunch. Dress for weather.
Elevation: ~800 &., not all at once. Driving distance:
120 miles round trip. Weather may cause plans to
change, so contact Rick Hurdey (2998401,
RickHurley®@aot.com) for last-minute info.

February 19: Sandstone Bluffs, Meet at 8:30 am at
Smiths (Carlisle and Menaul). Hike will be ~6 miles
RT along an arch-filled sandstone bluff in Malpais
National Monument. Leader may change hike if he
finds something more interesting or weather is bad.
Call/email the week prior for changes. Bring hiking
shoes, water, lunch. Dress for weather. Elevation:
~500 ft. Driving distance: ~180 miles round tsip.
Contact: Rick Hurley (299-8401, RickHurley®aol.com).

Jan. 9, 23 and Feb. 6, 20: Sunday Desert Hikes
Let's explore some of the beautiful desert places
-within a day's drive from Albuguerque. Most, if not
all, outings will be exploratory in nature and a trail
will be a rare sight. The walking distance will vary
between 5 and 7 miles and elevation change wili be
less than 1000°. Driving will vary from 20 to 120 miles
one-way. Smiths at Carlisle and Menaul will be the
meeting place and the meeting time will vary from
8:30AM to 10:00AM, so be sure to call leader by
previous aight for meeting time. Tom Petencin 255-
1497 (tompeten@juno.com}

Joint with Outdoor Adventures For Singles

CALENDAR

Unless otherwise noted, Sierma Club meetings take place at
the Centrai NM Sierra Club Office, 207 San Pedro NE.

Jan. 10 Group Excom Meeting, 7:00PM

Jan. 17 General Membership Meeting, 7:30PM
(see below)

Feb. 14 Group Excom Meeting, 7:00PM

Feb. 21 General Membership Meeting, 7:30FPM

(program TBA, call 265-5506 for info)

New ExCom Members

As of last month, we are pleased to add two new faces
to our Group ExCom. <Cecily Vix and Edward
Sullivan will be adding their energy and experience
to help us work for protection of all New Mexico's
public lands & rivers, and for a healthy and
sustainable environment. Along with Blair Brown,
who will be retuming for another term, they will be
welcomed  gladly—and  put to  work  aimost
immediatelyl! (Sorry, guys.}

Also a thank-you to Jon Maaske, who is leaving us
zfter serving on the ExCom since 1998, and to Richard
Barish, long-time ExCom-er, who will be lending his
considerable talents and experience to working on
fair-trade and other issues. They'll be missed, and we
wish them welll

Baca Ranch Slideshow & Presentation

learn everything there is 1o know about the forthcoming
pukblic acguistion of the Baca Ranch. Enjoy umnique slides of
the ranch and find out how you can heip protect it. Call
Sierra  Club {265-5506) or the Naticnai Parks and
Canservation Assaciation (247-1221) for more info,

January 17, 7:30pm — UNM Law School, Rm, 2403




Conference on Climate Change:

Volunteers Needed!

Albuquerque will be the location for a statewide
onference on climate change in September 2000. The
conference is sponsored by the National Council of
the Chusches of Christ in the USA and the New
Mexico Conference of Churches (NMCC).

‘This conference will offer an opportuaity for people
from many diverse organizations to share information
and to initiate broad conversations and dialogue
about the possible impacts of climate change and how
we can takesteps to prevent it!

The Conference Planning Commitiee is looking for
interested people representing comumunity
organizations to join them. They are also seeking
qualified conference speakers from interested
organizations includingenvironmental organizations. If
you'd like to offer your assistance, call Will Hoffman,
NMCC Eco-Justice Working Group, TEL: 505-761-8174,
whoffman@cabq.gov.

Rio Grande Nature Center State Park presents:

A Bosque Symposium: Disturbance Ecology
of the Rio Grande Bosgue

Disturbance ecology is & system of events that disrupt
and alter nature, reshaping wild populations and their
surroundings.

Thursday, January 13, 7:0¢ PM - Bill DeBuys talks
about disturbance ecology of the Rio Grande Bosque.

Satorday., January 15, 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM - Jane
Aubele, Lisa Eliis, Nancy Umbreit, Cliff Crawford talk
about specific topics in distusbance ecology of the
Bosque,

2:30 PM - Showing of "Pulsing the Bosque®, a video.

For more irformation and to make reservations, call
344-7240.

One day's exposure to mountains is better than
cartloads of books. See how willingly Nature poses
herself upon photographers' plates. No earthly
chemicals are so sensitive as those of the human soul

1 only went out for a walk, and finally concluded to
stay out til sundown, for going out, I found, was
really going in.

--John Muir

Tour de Sprawl Hits the Road

On Sarurday Dec. 4 the Central Group sponsored our
very own Tour de Sprawl, in conjunction with the
publication of the Rio Grande Chapter's Sprawl
Costs/Sprawl_Solutions for New Mexico and El
Paso.

Ned Farguhar of 1000 Friends of New Mexico was our
tour guide and master-of-ceremonies as we visited
sites in and around Albuquerque, representing both
the kind of growth we would like to see—infill,
reclaimed lots/buildings in the Downtown area and
along Central, pedestian and  transit-oriented
development—and the kind we have all too much of—
strip malls along Menaul, older neighborhoods
impacted by too much traffic, 10-lane intetsections,
deserts of concrete. The sensation of maving from a
more human-scale environment to one built 0 be
seen from a speeding automobile was almost
palpable; the sense of physical & psychological
distance and disengagemnt was obvious. Together
with Ned's insightful commentary, it made for an eye-
opening experience for everyone.

Joining us were Julie Hicks, representing Mayor Jim
Baca; John Wertheim & Bob Perls, canclidates for the
First Congressional District seat; and other community
activists and interested -folks. . We hope that they oo
gained some insight into what makes a community or
neighborhood viable, affordable and safe, and that
they will carry that vision into their own work &
policies.

Copies of the report will be available to the public for
$10. There is 2 wealth of information contained in
articles, resource lists & tables. To get a copy please
call the office at 265-5506.

Some telling statistics: *

Amount of acreage lost, everv hour of every dav, of
America’s highest quality famlands to subdivisions,
shopping centers, strip malls and rcadways (46)

Percent less land that compact growth consumes
versus sprawl (40}

Percent increase in the poverty rate in cities from 1970
to 1590 (50)

Number of Americans killed annually from smog and
chronic air pollution (15,000)

Rank of New Mexico among fastest-growing states
over the next 20 years (2)

Rank of New Mexico amonyg states in poverty rate (1)

Annual capital investment in public transportation in
the US, in billions {10)

Annual spending on advertising of cars in the US, in
billions (10)

*from Sprawl Costs/Sprawl Solutions
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SANTA FE GROUP MEETINS

IN THE YEAR 2000 -

THE RIQ GRANDE SILVERY MINNOW CONTROVERSY
Tuesday, January 18, 7 PM

The Sierra Club and the Audubon Society will Jjointly
host a panel discussion on the silvery minnow, its reed for
protection and the impact of this protection on the use of
the Rio Grande River. Panelists include:

L * Dennis Coleman - Biologist, US Fish & Wildlife Service
* Sterling Grogan - Middle Rio Grande Conservancy Dist.
* Steve Harris - Rio Grande Restoration
Lawsuits or threats of lawsuits have been raised on this
issue by such diverse groups as the Forest Guardians, the
Farm Bureau and the City of Albuquerque, Is there a
solution? Who is competing for the water? Does the
silvery minnow have rights that exceed thase of all other
users? Come, listen and express your point of view.

The moderator, Bernie Foy, President of the Sangre
de Cristo Audubon Scciety, will kelp frame the debate. It
is our hope that in the end you will have a deeper
understanding of this critical issue.

MEXICAN SPOTTED OWLS & NORTHERN GOSHAWKS
Tuesday, February 15, 7 PM

Providing improved habitat for Mexican spotted owls
and northern goshawks is the primary emphasis of the
current standards and guidelines for planning and
managing our pational forests in the Sonthwest Region.

Present for an interactive panel discussion on the
influence of Mexican spotted owls and northern goshawks
on national forest management will be Art MoiTison and
Leon Fisher, from the US Forest Service Region 3, Santa
Fe National Forest; Regis Cassidy from the Santa Fe
National Forest; and David Henderson from the National
Audubon Society.

All of these people were involved in developing these
guidelines and will explain the science and rationale for
the policies.

All the meetings are held at the
Uritarian Church 107 W. Barcelona St

(between Galisteo and Don Gaspar}.

All meetings, outings, and activities
are FREE and open 1o the public.

Santa Fe¢ Groap of the Sierra Club
621 Old Santa Fe Trail - Suite 10 - Plaza Desira - Santa Fe - New Mexico - 87501
505 - 9832703 - www.santafescene.com

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR Doug Fraser

Arnother good year!

See below for.the water "frorts” efforts of John Buchser.

Cliff"Larsen is working diligeatly on mining jssues. Stay tuned for
what the EPA does with possible Superfund designation of the
Moiycorp mine outside the village of Questa.

The Sprawl report for the chapter was issued on December 4%,
primarily through the efforts of local group members. Thanks to Ken
Hughes, Ed Moraao and Barbara Johnson.

The new Fifth Edition of Day Hikes in The Santa Fe Area will be
introduced at the January 2000 meeting and, as a bonus, will be
available to members at the meeting for $12. This edition has
updated all existing hikes and added eight new ones. It will retail for
$14.95. Look for a forthcoming announcement for a book signing at a
local bookstore. Thanks 1o Lionel Soracco, Norma McCallan and all
of the book committee for a great effort.

For next year, we will be emphasizing wildlife — alongside of our
existing efforts on water and sprawl.

Finally, on Saturday, December 18%, we had a festive and well
attended Christmas party at Ken Hughes' and Ellen Kemper's home
at the Commons on West Alameda.

Tharks to everyone for your help this past year, particularly the
Santa Fe Group Executive Committee. Here’s wishing you a happy
new year and glorious new millennium!

i
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Santa Fe éroup News

DO WE LIVE IN A DESERT?
Beginning Tuesday, January 11, 2000

Our water in the Southwest is rather limited. Along the Middle
Rio Grande, we use all the "wet water," but many planners have yet
10 recognize this. The first thing that is likely 1o happen is that cur
rivers wiil dry up, and the next is that cities will steal all the water
from the farmers.

Obviously, strategies need to be developed to save our rivers and
farms. Since Tuesdays are already Sanfa Fe Group Sierra Club meeting
manig, Linda and I are hosting a standing second Tuesday of the
g month pot-luck water meeting beginning Tuesday, January 11, 2000,

Q'Q} at our house, 606 Alto Street (corner of Closson and Alto, about 3

_.,g piocks from the Santa Fe Plaza). It starts at 6:30 and goes 4ill 9ish.
%. Bring something to munch on and discuss water strategies witk other
,(fﬁ , ; concerned citizens!
=2 o

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE CHf Larsen

On January 18, 2000, we will sponsor a joint presentation with the
Audubon Seciety focusing on the controversy surrounding effosts to
protegt the endangered silvery minnow. The conflict is exacerbated by
the lack of an in-stream flow law in New Mexico (the only "Weésteri
state that refuses to recognize that a stream has the right to have
water in it). Three knowledgeable individuals will participate in what
should be a spirited discussion.

On February 23, 2004, in conjunction witk the Quivira Coalition,
"An Evening with Sid Goodloe" will be presented. One of the issues
of which you should be aware is a growing hostility toward aflowiag
grazing on public land. I think of this as a NIYBY issue ("not in your
backyard”). The idea seems to be that, if you don’t own a cow,
nobody should own a cow, I undesstand second-hazd smoke, but
second-hand mooing seems kike a stretch. In any case, Sid will be
talking about some of those issues, as well as his efforts to promote
conservation easements that protect land from population sprawl. It
should be an interesting evening.

We are still looking for some more voluateer help. The most
pressing need is in publicity. If you have some experience or interest
in advertising or public relations, give me a call (466-2128). Earth
Day 2000 is April 22. We could use some help.

The Conservation Committee meets at 7 PM on the fourth
Tuesday of the moath at our headquarters on Old Santa Fe Trail. It
is a good chance for all members to learn about our active projects.

AN EVENING WITH SID GOODLOE, RANCHER
Wednesday, February 23, 7 to 9 PM
Unitarian Church

Open space protection . . . witdlife habitat restoration . . .
ecologically seasitive ranch management . . . conservation easements
... Sid has done it all.

Sid's Carrizo Valley Ranch, located near Capitan, New Mexico,
has been a model of progressive ranch management and an
inspiratjon to thousands since he began operating it back in the
1960s. Sid was one of the first ranchers in the United States to
demonstrate that ecologically-sensitive management and robust
economics can coexist.

The missing piece of the puzzle, however, was a guarantee of long-
term protection. To remedy this, Sid established the Southern
Raockies Agricultural Land Trust in 1998 to protect farm and ranch
land in perpetuity through the use of conservation easements.

Come learn from one of the most charismatic speakers in the state
how good land stewardship and laad trusts help protect the
environment.

Co-sponsored by the Quivira Coalition, Courney White (982-3502}
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Sat Sun January 2000 Ready or not, Y2K is heres!
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Tobin Oruch (820-2844) Moderate Hike up Rio en Medio
Trail to the waterfalls. Dogs okay. Leave 10 AM.
Alternative hike if weather/snow prohibits.

Bob McKee (672-3426) Moderate Snowshoe Trek to Ghost
Hotel (mear Glorieta Baptist Center). Leave § AM.
Alternative hike if insefficient snow.

Yictor Atyas (435-9434) Easy Hike in the Cerrillos Hills,
where open space advocates hope 1o establish a 40,000 acre
park. Leave from Walgreens in Villa Linda Mall at 9:15 AM.
Lionel Sorzeco (983-6715) Moderate Cross Countrv Ski
Trek. Leave 8 AM. Call for destination and further
information.

Norma McCallan (471-0005) Ensy Hike Frey Canyon and
ruins, Bandelier National Monument. Leave Santa Fe office
9 AM or meet at main Bandelier turnoff on Route 4 beyond
White Rock at 10 AM.

Gordon Spencer (6§72-3707) Cross Country SkiWorkshop for
skiers with Hmited experience who want to improve their
techniques, including downhill, speed control and confidence
in backcountry touring. Call by January 20 for reservations.
Time permitting, lessons will be followed by a short ski tour.
Norbert Sperlich (983-1962) Moderate Hike to the Santa Fe
River Canyon. Petroglyphs likely. Leave 830 AM.
Carolyn and Arnold Keskulla (982-9570) Easy Hike along
Santa Fe Rail Trail. Meet at the intersection of Old Las Fegas
Hiway and 9 Mile Road/Ronte 60. (From town, take Oid
Pecos Trail to Old Las Vegas Hiway, turn left - 9 Mile is the
3rd road coming into the hiway from the right.) Leave
9 AM. No hike if there is a lot of snowi!

Phil Somervell (473-4797) Strenuons_Snowshoe Trek up
Ravens Ridge to Deception Peak. Must call for reservations.

Mareh 2000

Victor Atyss (438-9434) Easv Hike in Tent Rocks. Meet ar

Walgreens in Villa Linda Maif a1 9 AM.

Lionel Soracco (983-6715) Moderate X-Country Ski Tour to
wherever spow is good. Dogs okay. Cail for time and
meeling place,

Lee Sullivan {662-6185) Moderate Hike in Bandelier
National Merument. Meet 8 AM Sierra office to carpooi to
Bandelier, or meet leader at 9 AM at Ponrderosa
Campground, Hiway 4.

Tobin Oruch (820-2844) Moderate Hike Bayo Canyoa/Otowi
Ruins, off road to White Rock. Mostly off-trail, some
scrambling, 8 miles RT. Dogs okay. Call for time.

Dave Bryant (505-757-3477) Easy Hike to the Ghost Hotel.
Meet Sierra office 8:15 AM to carpoal, or meet leader 5 AM
at the pullout just past the Glorieta overpass and just before
the entrance to the Glorieta Baptist Center.

Carolyn and Arnold Kesknila {982-9570) Ensv Hike to the
Cerrillos Hills. Meet in front of Walgreens at Villa Linda Mall
at 9 AM. Wear good boots. See firsthand the acreage
purchased recently through the County’s Open Space bonds
which, combined with State & BLM tands, will soon become
4 new county park!

Jeff Jones (466-2389) Easy Hike down Diablo Canyon.
Children and parents encouraged! Leave 9 AM.

Bob McKee (672-3426) Moderate Snowshoe Hike around
Bear Wallow Loop, or higher up, depending on szow.
Moderate Hike if zero snow! Dogs okay. Leave 9 AM.
Norbert Sperlich (583-1962) Modernte/Strenuous Hike o
Pajarito Springs and the petroglyphs in White Rock Caryon.
Steep trail, rough terrain, 900° elevation gain. Leave 8§ AM.

SANTA FE GROUP OUTINGS

Sat Sun Febroary 2000

5 Lionel Soracco (983-6715) Moderate X-Country Ski Trip or
Hike {depending on snow) Dogs allowed on hike, but not ski
trip. Leave 8 AM.

6  Norma MecCallar (471-0005) Moderate Hike from Galisteo
Dam toe Waldo and back. Dogs allowed. Leave 9 AM.

12 Tobin Oruch (820-2844) Moderate Hike to Window Rock. 8
miles RT, 1000" elevation pain. Dogs allowed.
Leave 8:30 AM.
13 Victor Atyas (438-9434) Easy Hike on Erey Trail {Bandetier}.
Leave 9 AM.
19 Bob MeKee (672-3426) Moderate Hike on DOE land south

of White Rock. Carpool from Santa Fe at § AM. Meet
leader at Smith's Supermarket in White Rock at 9 AM.

20 Norbert Sperlich (983-1962) Moderate/Strenuous Hike from
Diablo Canyon to Sagebrush Flats and rim of White Rock
Canyon. 9 miles RT, 900" elevation gain. Mostly off-trail,
some rough terrain. Leave 8 AM,

26 Carolyn and Arnold Keskulla (932-9570) Easy Hike on Rail
Trail. Wear hiking boots. Meet at Sam’s Club anz Redeo Road,
at far rear of parking Iot. Leave 9 AM.

No hike if there is a lot of snow!

27 Jeff Jomes (466-2389) Easy Hike to mesa top near Los
Alamos. Kids welcome. Leave 9:30 AM.

27 Stephen Markowitz (983-2829) Modernte Hike to Eagle
Traps (Bandelier). 7 miles RT, 1100" elevation gain. Some

off-trail hiking. Leave 8:30 AM. }-'%
=
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How can we run
out of water.
the Earth is
covered with it!

PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE OUTINGS LEADER
PRIOR TO A HIKE
FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.

Most especially call the leader for X-country ski or snawshoe
outings, rot only to find out about snow conditions, but 1o be sure
that you have the proper equipment and conditioning,

ATTENTION: Local newspapers do not always provide
information (accurate or otherwise) about upcoming hikes. If your
intend to go on a Sierra Club outing, keep this page as reference.

Outings Notes — Urless otherwise noted, all cutings leave from the Sierra office, 621
Old Sante Fe Trail, “Plaza Desira,* just south of Cld SF Trail Bockstore & Cotlee House.
Carpoaling will be arranged, Each hiker should come prepared to pay 52 & mile to the
driver of the car in which s/he ricies. Bring a lunch, water, sturdy hiking boots or shoes,
and clothing suitable for the weather - leader reserves the right to turn away anyone
whose equipment or experience appears unsuitsble. |Leader has right to alter
destination of hike ar cancel #ip due 1o weather, unfavorable canditivne, or insufficient
numbers of participants. Unaccompanied minors must have writtan permission from
parants or guardians to participate; permission forms are available at the Sierra Club
sffice. Dogs not permitted on hikes unless noted otherwise, Telephone feader for
details of the individual hike.
[

[
(he VOLUNTARY SIMPLICITY €

Remember the article titled “"Simplify Your Life" (September-
October Rio Grande Sierran)? The Northwest Earth Institute has
developed a discussion course called "Voluntary Simplicity," which can
be tzken by a group of 6 to 12 in your home, workplace, church, or
other setting for seven sessions. Each participant pays only $15 for the
ceurse book. To find out more about how to reduce the complexity of
your life, call Judy Fitzgerald (820-1462).

¢ ¢ SANTA FE GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ ¢

Chair — Doug Fraser * 474-7615 7 662-4104 fax Newsletter/Pulbdicity — Kay Carlson 982.3926 GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
¥ice-Chair -— Barbara Johnson * 4661935 Phone Tree — Jean Winterfelt 989-9224 .
Secretary/Treas — Lionel Soracco® 9836715 Chapter Rep — Doug Fraser® 4747615 Group Conservation Committee meets:
Culings — Norbert Sperlich 983-1962 Tuesday, January 25, 7 PM
Conservation — Clff Larsen*, Mining 166-2128 — Norma McCalian* 4710005 Tuesday, February 22, 7 PM
Water-John Buchser . 820-0201 Political Cotnmitice—Susan Martin*® 988-5206 Group Executive Committee meets:
Natiopal Parks-Courtney White* 933-5502 Membership — George Grossman* 982-1024 Tuesday, January 4, 7 PM
Rangelands-Roger Peterson 9837559 Eleanor Eisenmenger * 8206401 Tuesday, February 1, 7 PM
Sustainabitity-Barbara Johnson* 466-1935 Gwen Wardwel] * 438-3060 Lack h h
SF National Forest-Greg Paltak 988-7630 n Wardwe Water P?;‘ ‘:;k (~}° n B“‘ils? ;Oh;;;e)
Carson Nat'l Forest-George Grossman 9821024 N . uesday, January 11, o
Activist Oulings-Normna MoCallan » a71000s  Member of the SF Group Executive Committes Tuesday, February 8, 6:30 PM

Tuesday, March 14, 6:30 PM

smaN dno.ux) a4 elues
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Cheryll Blevins,
Chair

Margo Wilson,
Chapter Representative

Marianne Thaeler,
Conservation Issues/Vice Chair

David Farrell,
Legislative Issues

Robin Heard,
ICO Chair

Lesa Wilsen,
Treasurer

Qutings Leaders:
Barbara Coon
Ron Gordon

Group Directory

Southern N.M. Group

Executive Committee
P.O. Box 3705 UPB
Las Cruces, New Mexico 38011

marianne.thacler@sierraclub.org

\

526-6220(day)
524-4861
spotblev@greatwhite.com

744-5860
hshs2@riolink.com

522-3421
§895-3352
dafacrelli @hotmail.com

522-1275

647-4298

522-3576
522-4527

Outings

Jan. 8, Saturday

Jan. 22, Saturday

Jan. 29, Saturday

Day Hike or Cross Country Skiing weekend in
Clonderoft--depending on snow available. Call
Barbara 522-;576.

Cooke’s Peak north of Deming, Day hike rated
strenuous. Call Barbara 522-1576.

Bishop’s Cap in the Organ Mountains. Day
hike; cali Ron for details, 522-4527.

4861 for time and place.

Executive Committee meetings are typically the first Wednesday of
the month--all members are welcome to attend. Call Cheryll at 524-

Everyone and afl levels welcome!

-

‘CROSS COUNTRY SKIING -

Outmgs leaders are hopmu for snow by J anuary or Februa.ry which wuuld

allow for some X-Country Skiing outings; cither day and overnight trips.
If you dre interested, please contact Barbara Coon, at 522 1576 or Ron
Gordon at 522-4527 for updated information.

SPECIAL PROGRAM

Wednesday, February 16

NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS
DON'T MISS THIS ONE!!

7:30 p.m., Village at Northrise, 2880 North Roadrunner Parkway

You are invited to the unveiling of the new Multi-mediaSlide show pre-
sentation put on by the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance. The vast
Chihuahuan Desert, diverse Sky Islands, adn the ancient badlands of
New Mexico come alive on the screen as Edward Suilivan and Martin
Heinrich discuss the new effort to protect Wilderness areas throughout
New Mexico. The show features images by photographer Tom Till and
others, and a professional soundtrack with Stewart Udall, Dave Fore-
man, Bill DeBuys and many other. Call 524-4861 for more information.

Tour De Sprawl
Las Cruces Style

A 9 am. wake up call brought together a sma
band of Las Cruces seeking understanding of th
urban sprawl which affects our community. Si
individuals, led by Dr. Robert Czerniak of NMS!
and reported on by “Sun News” staff Karen Va
Splaun, toured the local environs in search of af
propriate and inappropriate development. W
found both.

Onr tour started at Old Mesilla plaza with an ove
view by Dr. Czerniak of development in the are
Much of our discussion was enlightened by e
perts Dr. Czerniak and Peggy Shinn, a local realt
knowledgeable in local development issue
Mesilla illustraies the quasi -successful attem
to guide grow at the periphery by reguiating i
size to five acres resulting in the development.
the “gentiernan farmer” with his million doil
set among the pecan trees. The effect of this sty
of sprawl may be to hasten the departure of cor
mercially viable agriculture in the Mesitla va
ley.

The tour also carried us to the east side of L:
Cruces where we explored the ambiance of 4
“faculty ghetto™ south of the NMSU golf cour
to sprawl north of U.S. Highway 70 beyond L
Golinas. In some places suburban developme
has resulted in very attractive up scale residenc
nestled among the desert arroyos. Yet lacki
parks, shops, and neighborhood schools, they ¢
essentially creative of the autornobile without a
recognizable social community.

In other spots the less financially secure have ¢
ated their scaled down versions of suburbia w
their quarter acre lots and mobile homes. This w
opposite in the sprawl that is leaping up to 1
foothills of the Organ and San Andres Mountai.
Will this eventually enclose the Lyndon
Johnson Test Facility, which is presently six mi
removed from the development along U.S. 7C
Good news was found along Telshor Drive whe
Dr. Czerniak complemented the in-filling &
took place after the initial development. Wt
this represents a positive exampte of developm
it seems not to be reflective of the city at larg
"Those of us who went on the Tour De Sprawl ¢
ciuded our experience with a desire to work 1
ther on this problem. While six is not an imp
ing I would say as Flick did in the anima
Disney movie A Bug’s Life, “ See this stone, [
tend it’s a seed....”
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ICO Ends Successful Year With $500
Donation From Bicycle Club

by Mary Lou Parker

The El Paso Bicycle Club generously gave $500 to the inner
City Outings (ICO} E| Paso group of the Sierra Ciub. The
money was part of the proceeds from the club’s anaual Chite
Pepper Chalienge century (100 miles} event, The bicycle club
has been donating money. expertise, and storage space to [CO
for three years. Rickard Rheder, ICO event coordinator. noted
that the bicycle club has been a “wonderful resource to help
underprivileged youths experience 1he outdoors in a safe
manger.” He added that bicycling is a “non-polluting method
of transportation as well as a fun and safe form of recreation.”

This past year 1CO has been giving free helmets to all
participants on its bicycle rides. The helmets came through a
program from the Texas Department of Transportation, which
was facilitated by bicycle club members, notably Wyona
Tumer. Another star volunteer, Ed MacBeth. donates both time
and training te beginning bicyclists. MacBeth is a certified
instructor with the League of American Bicyclists and also a
member of the bicycle club.

Most participanis in ICO events in 1999 were at-risk youths
from Life Management Center (led by Rheder) and Magoffin
Middle Scheol (led by Mary Lou Parker} and zoo youth
velunteers with the EI Paso Zoo (led by Dave Zucconi). One
fup activity that combined all three groups was learning how o
climb boulders {without ropes) at Hueco Tanks State Park.
Aithough the youths did well, certain adult volunteers who will
Temain anonymons rediscovered a fear of heights,

Besides bouldering and bicycling. youths climbed all aver the
Franklin Mountains by El Paso and twice traipsed to the
highest point in Texas - Guadalupe Peak in Guadalupe
Mountains National Park. The last event for the year was
cutting Christinas trees in the Sacramento Mountains in
Cloudcroft, NM. As Fed Mertig, 1CO chair. commented. “It's
really a thrill for El Paso children. who live in a desert
environment, to find snow and talf trees. There's always a good
snowball fight.”

Outings (Area Code 915)

Jan 1: New Millennium Day Hike to Cottonwood
Springs

Place: Franklin Mtns State Park

Class: Easy

Approximate length: 2 miles

Elevation gain: 500 feet -

Leader: Liz Walsh: 747-342| (W)

Jan 8 and 16: Rio Bosque Tours ~

Place: Lower Valley

Class: Easy

Approximate length; 2 miles
Elevation gain: none

Leader: John Sproul; 747-8663 (W)

Jan 8-9: Big Hatchet Peak Car Camp and Day
Hike

Place: New Mexico's southwest boot heet

Class: Easy - strenuous

Approximate length: 0- [0 miles

Elevation gain: 0-3,000 feat

Leader: John Walton: §33-8448 (H) or 747-5057 w)

Drive to a beautiful camp at Mescal Canyon just below the
Timestone cliffs and hanging valleys of Big Hatchet. Saturday
and Sunday explore the seidom-visited forested areas, minor
peaks. and caves on the north side of the peak, Optionally hike
to the top of the peak from the north side. This is a New
Mexico state game refuge with no hunting allowed. Moderately
high clearance vehicles (or two- mile hike) needed to reach
camg spot. Participants must bring all water,

Jan 15-17: Big Bend Ranch Service Trip and Car
Camp

Place: Big Bend Ranch State Park

Class: Moderate - Strenucus

Leader: Gary Williams: 593-3624 (H)

The job is to remove a large dead cottonwood tree that's laying
across the Lrail in the upper part of the park, We'll camp near
the work site. Big Bend Ranch State Park is northeast of
Presidio, Texas and due west of Big Bend National Park.

Jan 22-23: Mount Riley Car Camp & Hike

Place: Potrillo Mountains, NM

Class: Easy

Leaders: Betly and Weldoa Fisbeck: 581-0174

We will leave from the West side of E] Paso at 1:00 PM on
Saturday afterncon for our approximate 40 mite drive to our
campsite. We witl camp on the playa which in former times
was an [ndian campground. We will spend a leisurely afternoon
at the campsite and enjoy the desert night around a nice
campfire (assuming we can gather encigh wood). We will
return to El Paso soruetime around noon Sunday. Limit 20
peopie: reservations required.

Jan 30: Doggie Hike

Place: Hondo Pass Area
Class: Easy
Approximate length: 3 miles
Elevation gain: 500 feet
Leader: Laurence Gibson:
594-7342 (H)

Feb 5-6: Middle Fork of the Gila Winter
Backpack

Place: Gila National Forest

Class: Moderale

Approximate length: [ mile

Elevation gain: 100 feet

Leader: Rollin Wickenden: 532-9645 (leave message)

Come enjoy the beauty and solitude of the Gila in winter. We
will depart El Paso early Saturday merning and drive to our
trailhead near the Gila Visitor Center. We' It hike Trail 157 up
the Middle Fork of the Gila River to our campsite in the
vicinity of some riverside hot springs. The hike involves two
river crossings in each direction. Participants should be
experienced backpackers, well prepared for winter weather and
below-freezing temperatuzes. Bring a towel to dry off after the
river crossings. and optional bathing in the hat springs.

Mission Possible

The League of Women Voters 4th Annual Paso Del Norte
Mission Possible Environmental Conference will lake place on
Jan 22 at the Témas Rivera Conference Center at UTEP. Iis
goal is to heighten environmental awareness. bring recognition
for environmental efforts and achievements in our Paso del
Norte region. and to encourage further efforts to protect our
environment.

dnoin osed i3 - xeJo] ayL

To meet this goal, it will once again honor businesses,
organizations, government, educators, and individuals who
have implemented programs with a positive impact on our
land, air, and water - affecting our health and quality of life.

Preceding the conference, an Eavironmental Fair for children
will be keld on Friday, Janvary 21 to honor the winners of a
poster contest open to [ocal students in grades K-8. Posters will
demonstrate the refationship of environment and health. Cash
prizes will be awarded to the winners. The children's fair will
also be held at UTEP's Témas Rivera Conference Center,

Info: Inga Groff, 755-2957.




Outings Notes

By Norma McCallan
Ourings Chair

Winter has definitely arrived, ther-
mometer down (o the single digits, though
little snow has fallen. A good time to get out
of the cold and check out the southern end of
our Chapter, especially the BLM Wilderness
Study Areas (WSA's), so little known and each
50 unique. Below are listed some good win-
ter outings, guaranteed to keep you from turn-
ing into a couch potato. Be sure to call leader
for latest plans and appropriate meeting place.
Area codes 505, except as noted.

Fri-Sun/Fan 7-9 Potrillo Mountains Wilder-
ness Inventory Weekend. Join the NM Wil-
derness Alliance field work in this WSA just
west of Las Cruces. Camp out two nights,
explore and inventory two days. Call Edward
Sullivan 235-5966, ext. 106 for details.

Sat/Sun Jan 89 Big Hatchets WSA. Join
John Walton 915-833-8448 for a car camp and
easy to strenous day hiking in this remote
desert mountain terrain in the boot heel of NM.

Sat-Mon/Jan 15-17 Rancheritos Service
Trip, Big Bend State Park. Gary Williams
915-593-3624, Moderate to strenuous hiking.

Sat Jan 22 Cooke’s Peak WSA. Barbara
Coon 522-1576. Strenuous hike the easy way
up this prominent peak north of Deming.

Sat/Sun Jan 22/23 Mount Riley, Potrillo
Mountains WSA. Weldon and Betty Fisbeck
915-581-0174. Car camp and easy to moder-
ate day hikes.

Sat Jan 29 Cabezon Peak WSA. Jennifer
Johnson 289-9183. A dry winter trip to this
prominent landmark northwest of San Ysidro,
_and attempt at the easy/beginners climb up
the 2000' peak. Loose rock and scrambling.
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I am an Ohio
Sierra Club member whol
has always dreamed of a |
upigue “non-tourist”
safari in Africa. T am
leoking for other wornen
to make up a small
group, 6 to 8, so that we
could have our own
personal safari experi-
ence next September
2000, If you would be
interested please contact
me: Gayle Lawrence, -
419-281-2887, emaii;
sevensisters@cplx.com

tEr

land development.
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Snerioc Art

As threats to the Grizzly Bear have mcreased 50 has the
need o protect them. The last remnants of bear habitat in
the Greater Yellowstone area are threatenied by timber

cutting and road building, oil and gas drilling, and private

What can you do? Join the Sierra Club and help protect
the bear’s habitat, and pressure the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service not to defist the Grizzly Bear from the Endangered

Sat Jan 29 Bishop’s Cap (southern end of
Organ Mountains). Ron Gordon 522 4527.
Moderate hike,

Fri-Mon/Feb 18-21 Guadalupe Escarpment
Wilderness Inventory Weekend. Join the
NM Wilderness Alliance expleration of this
unique landscape between Guadalupe Moun-
tains and Carlsbad Caverns National Parks.
Edward Sullivan 255-5966, ext. 106.

SatMar 18 Cerrillos Hiils. Carolyn Keskuila
982-9570. Ose of the first private properies
to be purchased by the Santa Fe County Open
Space bonds, the acreage combined with ex-
isting BLM and State land wiil form a new
County Park. Easy hike,

Fri-Sun/Mar 24-26. Big Hatchets Wsa Wil-
derness Inventory Weekend. Join the NM
Wilderness Alliance in their mapping of this
starkly beautiful desert massif,

Car camping. Edward Sullivan 255-3996, ext.
106.

Wanted :
Volunteer To ‘Man’ Forest Service
Lookout In The Pecos!

Sierran Deadline Alert!

The editor has been very flexible last
year with Rio Grande Sierran deadlines.
However, we now have a volunteer interested
in proofreading, which adds a few days to the
process. Alsa, some perscnal and work dead-
lines make the flexibility that has been offered
to contributors a thing of the Jast millenium.

The deadtines for the coming year are
as follows. Submissions are due the 10th of
the month preceeding publication.

March/April February 10
May/June April 10
July/August June 10
September/October August 10
November/December October 10
January/February December 10

If time-sensitive, late material will not
be printed, otherwise, late material will be
considered for publication in the next issue,

Send contributions (songs, poems, pic-
tures, drawings, and the usual envirg-stuff) to
jbuchser@ni.net

And thanks to the great contributions
over the [ast year!

S‘zltamonw o .
Grasshopper Hill
Retrcat Ledging for Artists,
Writers 8 Explorers.
It PECQCS, 26 mites N.E, from Santa Fe,
on the Mora ~ Taos Hwy. 581 Loop,
burdcrmg Santa Fe Narional Farest.

The Pecos Ranger District is looking
foran individual or couple to man the Barallas
Peak Lockout Tower, 15 miles sast of the town
of Pecos from May 1 through the end of July,
or later. Forest Service will provide transpor-
tation in and out of the bumpy dirt road, as
needed. What a great way to spend a couple
of months in the Wilderness! Call Victor
Morfin 757-6121 for more information.

i views o Pecos Baldy———}-
Intimate & Informal:
hot tub under the stars, bird warching,
hiking, X-country skiing, fishing,
backpacking, mountain biking.
Rura! Residence with 3 Guest Roowms
Communal Kitchen/Baths
Affordable Seasonal Rates:
Weekly, Monthly, & Family Discounts

Pamela Canyonrivers, Proprictor
RO, Box 374 * Pecos, New Mexico §7552
(505) 757-2528

Diversity Encouraged

My Name

Join today and receive a FREE
Sierra Club Member’s Cap!

Address

City/State Zip
email

{}Check enclosed. made payable to Sierra Club

Please charge my (3 Mastercard Tl Visa Exp.Date ___/

Cardholder Name
Card Number
MEMBERSHIP CATSCORISS

ISOOTDUAL JOINT.

Smian £

INTRODUCTORY 2825
! REGULAR 1540 3 550

SUPPORTING s 3 5100
== CONTRIBUTING 05150 £ 8175

LIFE O S1066 O 51250

SENIOR 1524 is32

STUDENT %24 13§32

LIMITED INCOME 0 534 0$32

Contributions, gifts and dizes to the Sierra Club-are not tax deductible; they suppont
our effective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Your dues inchzde $7.50
for a subscription to Sizrrz magazine and $1.00 for your Chapter newsletter,
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