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Sierra Club
Palitical Endorsements

The Sierra Club has endorsed the
following candidates in New Mexico:

President Al Gore ()

U.S. Senate Jeff Bingaman (D)
Congress NM1 Johin Kelly (D)
Congress NM 3 Tom Udall (D)

State Senate
(Bistrict number in parentheses)

Carlos Cisneros () (6)
Brad Hays (D) (%)

Janice Paster (D) (10}
Dede Feldman (D) (13)
Cisco McSorley (D} (16)
Shannon Rebinson (D) (17}
Leonard Tsosic (D) (22)
Nancy Rodriguez (D) 24)
Roman Maes (D} (25)

State House of Representatives
Patty Lundstrom (D) (5)

Supreme Court Appointees
Could Threaten
The Environment

Our next President — cither Al Gore or
George W. Bush — will almost certaindy appoint
several Justices to the Supreme Court.

Govemor George W. Bush has publicly
stated, on “Meet the Press” (K219, that cur-
rent Justice Antonin Scalia is his model for a Su-
preme Court Justice,

Eeading legal scholars consider Justice
Scalia the most angi-environmental lustice ever
to sit on the Supreme Court. Even other conser-
vative Justices, such as Justice Sandra Day
G'Connar, ofien disagree with Justice Scalia in
environmental cases because of his failure 1o ac-
knowledge scientific progress.

Your vote for Al Gore could mean the dif-
ference between a Supreme Court that enforces

See Court on Back Page

Why Is it So Hard?

by Consitelo Bokum

over a week of in-

Fred Luna (D).(8)..
Pick Miera (DY.{11y
Miguel Garcia (D) (14)

Raymond Sanchez (D) ¢ 15)

Gail Beam (D) (18)

Sheryl Witliams Stapleton (D) (19)
Mimi Stewart (D) (21)

Danice Picraux (D) (25)

Pauline Gubbels R) (30)

1. Paul Taylor (D) (33)

Nick Salazar (D) (40}

Max Coll (D} (47

Inez Moncada (D) (5 b

Jeni Flores Alexander (D) (56)
James Moran (D} (60)

James Madalena (D) (65)

W. Ken Martinez (D} (69)

Santa Fe County Commissioner

Paul Campos (D) (4)
Jack Sullivan (D) (5)

izators, represents
local, state, and federa{ governments, and envi-
ronmentalists were able to agree on a plar to save
the silvery minnow, But all the parties were abie
to agree on was a shert-term plan that saves the
mimnow this year. Nor was everyone satisfied,
Our State Engineer, Tom Turney, was concerned
that the amount released to help the minnow was
an “extravagant use of water.” More importantly,
he is concemned that there just isn’t enough water
to “repeat this experitnent” next year, (New Mexi-
can, August 3, 2000).

Given that these statements come from
the State Engincer, who has statutory authority
Tor the State’s water, we should ali be concerned,
This is one of many signs that we face o timited
water supply now, not at sonie time off in the fu-
lure, and we only got through this year because
we were willing to draw on water that will be
needed next year if drought conditions continue,

See Water on Page 4
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Board Adopts New Grazing Pelicy

by Barbara Joltnson,

Council Delegate

arnd Grazing Committee Chair

The Board of Directors of the Sicrra Club,
at their annual meeting with the Couneil of Club
Leaders September 23-24 in San Franeisco,
adopled a new policy on Brazing on public lands
(which is printed below), superceding the 1992
policy which had beca in effect.

This was the culmination of a year-long
effort 1o revisit the 1992 policy,

A Grazing Task Porce, under the diree-
tion of then-Board member Belsy Gaines, was
canstituted in the fall of 1999 by the Conserva-
tion Governance Commitlee, Three proposed
palicies were circulated 1o the Chapters and
Groups for input. After all comments were re-

See Grazing on Page 1]

The Path We’d Like to Take
by Ken Hughes

You are inviled to atiend 2 two

EAE 5000 0 dsc0s ow to
re-arient state highway and iransportation depart-
ment priorities to think beyond the pavement and
become more community- and environmental
{riendly. The event will be held ag Plaza Resolana
in downtown Santa Fe, NM,
-- Meeling environmentai concerns is a major
challenge for state highway and transporiation
departiments, Decades of building new highways
bas become addictive; the environmental conse-
quences of this obsession are too tazny to be ig-
nored:

- Sprawl created by new or “im-
proved” highways tethering stand alone
subdivisions in the woods to our cities;

- Spending on mass transit, bikeways
and sidewalks is marginal;

-+ Many highway projects are built
without adequate enviroumental reviews
or investigation of allernatives;

See Path on Page 7

Ballot

Non-Profit Org. 'ole For THRER
L?.S. PO;‘lag’eg ' Vote For THREE Member Spouse
PAID
El Paso, TX Lawrence Gibson —_—
Parmit No. 2370
Edward Sullivan —_—
Eilizabeth Waish
John Buchser — —

Ford Robbins
7 Monte Alto Court
Santa Fe NM 87505



Executive Commitiee
Gwen Wardwelt, Chalr

438-3060 h
984-8860 w edenfand@earthiink.net
Jennifer Johnson, Vice Chalr, Conservalion Chair
289-9183 yomi@nm.ne!
Cecily Vix, Secrelary
262-9632 cecvix@acl.com

Basbara Johnson, Council Delegate

466-4935 Lunah3@aol.com
John Buchser

820021 jouchser@earthlink.net
Jim Hannan

988-5760 jhannan505@aol.com

Norma McCallan

471-0005 nmecallan@mindspring.com
Edward Sullivan

255-5966 x 106 sufly@nmwild.org
Elizabeth Walsh

915 747-5421 EWalsh@utep.edu
Poug Fraser; Santa Fe Group

474-7615 or 662-5204
Fred Hartline; Pajarile Group

661-9031 tbhanl@ibm.net
Ted Mertly; £/ Pasa Group

415 852-301 Thiertig@earthlink.net
David Ther, Central Groug

260-1553 greibik@worldnet.att.net
Margot Wilson; Southem Group

744-5860 margotwilsend0@ holmail.com

Blair Brown, Treasurer -- ExOffjcio

2653231 ' BBlarB2@asl.com
Staff
dennlfer de Garmo, Conservation Organizer
243-7767 nmex.field @prodigy.net
2437771 fax

202 Central SE, Suite 101, Abuquerque, NM 87102

Sierra Club Structure

The Club has three structural levels, The National
Board af Directors determines the overll direction of the
Club. The National CGrganization is subdivided into Chap-
ters, znd each Chapter is further divided into Groups. One
representative from cach Chapter reports to the Nationat
Board threngh the Council of Cluby Leadess.

The largest part of the Chapter's budget gacs (o
the the salary and expenses for Jennifer and a part-time
Tobbyist, followed by the printing and mailing of this News-
letter.

www.riogrande.sierraciub.org

Paarito Group, P.O. Box 945, Los Alamos, NM 87544

Santa Fe Group Central NM Group
621 Old Sanla Fe Trall, #10 207 San Pedro Ave, NE
Santa Fe, NM 87501 Abuguerque, M 87108

983-2703 265-5508
Southern NM Graup El Paso Group
P.0. Box 3705 UPB P.O, Box 9191
Las Cruces, NM 88003 Et Paso, TX 79983
522-3421 915 532-9645
Slerra Club Natlonal Southwest Regional Office

85 Second St, 2nd Floor 516 E. Porlland St
San Francisco, CA 94105 Phoenix, AZ 85004
415 977-5500 602 254-9320
FARX: 258-6533

" Southwest Heg]on  Conservation Co

Issue ommiﬂee Chairs

Conservation

Energy Ken Hughes 474-0580 bifamily@nets.com
tliltary Issues  Marianne Thaeler g22-3421 marianne.thaeler@sierraclub.org
Mining Abe Jacabson 672-9579 abe.jacobson@warldnat.att.net

Cliif Lazsen 466-2128 clarsen@ix.neteomm.com
Mational Parks Couriney White 982-5502 widwst@ri66.com
Rangelands  Barbara Johnsen 466-4935 Lunah3@aol.com
Sprawl issues  Edward Archulela B820-7452 edarchufeta@aol.com
Trade Richard Batish 232:313 rdbarish@aol.com
Transportation  Ken Hughes 474-0550 pifamily@nets.com
Waste Reduction Jay Morrow 877-3137 imorrow@mercury.pemco.gov
Water John Buchser 820-020% sbuchser@earlhlink.net
Wildemess Martin Heinrich 232-1151 miheinrich @acl.com

George Grossman 982-1024
Wildlife Liz Walsh 915 747-5421 EWalsh@utep.edu

Hefga Schimkat 474-5870 schimkat@earhlink.net

Roger Petersen 983-7559 rogpete@aol.cem

Activism
Fundraising OPEN
Listservers John Buchser 820-0201 jbuchser@earthlini.net
Legal Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@aol.com
Membership  Ted Mertig 915 852-3011  tmerlig@eariblink.net
Personnel Norma McCallan 471-0005 nmecallan@mindspring.com
Palitical Jim Harnan 474-7625h Jhannan505@aol.com
Webmaster Blair Brown 265-3231 BBlairB2@aol.com
Outings

Qulings Norma McGallan 471-0005 nmecallan @mindspring.com
Inner City
Outings Ted Mertlg 915 852-3011

imesig@ earthlink.net

n

Ted Mertig, Gwen Wardwell Altemates: Elizabeth Walsh, JenmlerJohnson
Councli of Club Leaders Delegate
Barbara Johnson; Norma McCallan (alternate}

Sierran
John Buchser 820-0201%
223 N, Guadalupe #419, Sanla Fe, NM 87501

Editor jouchser@earlhfink.net

(email preferred!l)

All phone numbers area code 505 wnless otherwise noted.”

‘The Ric Grande Sierran is published six times a year by the Rio Grande Chapter of the
Sierra Club as a benefit for Sterra Club members fiving in New Mexico and West Texas.

Make address changes by contacling Membership Services at 415 977-5649 or send
member name and number to address.changes @sierraclub.org

Nen-member subscriptions at $10.00 per year are available. Send checks fo Blair
Brown, Treasurer; 22268 Wyoming NE, PMB 272, Abuquerque, NM 87112, Please allow 8
weeks for precessing. '

The opinions expressed in signed articles in the Rlo Grande Sierran are the opinfons
of the writers and not negessarily those of the Sterra Club. Articies may be 1reeiy repnmed for
nen-profit purpases, provided that credit is given to the author and the Rio Grande Sierran
(Piease let us know i you reprint.) Products and services adverlised in the Rio Grande Slerran
are not endorsed by the Sierra Club.

Contributions are welcoms {rom members. Email contributions preferred. Send to
jbuchser@sarthlink.net or mall to John Buchser, 223 N. Guadaulupe #419, Santa Fe, NM
87501, All submissions MUST be received by the 10th of the month prior to publi-
cation, (The Rio Grande Sierran is published in early January, March, May, July, Septenber, -
and November.} Pholos, artwork and poems ase also welcome. Lelters and asticles are subject
to abridgement.

Editorial practices as developed by the Grand Canyan Chapler and adopted by the Rio
Grande Chapter will be used in production of the Rio Grande Slerran. 1.etiers lo the editor over .
500 words will ba edted for length or relumned to the author for editing. Submissions of Rio
Grande Chapter members will take precedence over ather submissiens.

GContent of Group pages are the respensibility of the editor for that froup ang any
policies that aze in place from the appiicable Group.

Contact editor for advertising pelicy and rales.

Printed on 100% post-consumer waste newsprint by
Printworld in El Paso.
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Real Facts Run Counter To 'Ihpp’s
Anti-minnow Campaign

“The Don Tripp campaign letter says: “the karg-
est decrease in the number of minnows has occurred
during the last two years of continuous flows down the
river.” Fact: The largest decreases in silvery minnow
populations oceurred prior to listing the minnow as en-
dangered in 1994. Once Rio Grande silvery minnow
was one of the mest abundant fish in the entite basing
its range has shrank from 1200 miles (Rio Chama to
Gulf of Mexica)ta its present 60 mile refige below San
Marcial.

The ieiter says “Let’s move the minnow to a
controlled habitat.. upstream.™ Fact: The US Fisl and
Wildlifc Service has attempted to do just that in 2000;
they have release siearly a million silvery minnow fry
near Albuquerque. Unfertunately, early evidence shows
no real improvement in population as a result of this
experiment. Quite possibly this is because suit»
able habitat has become scare ude to modemn dams,
diversions and channelization of the river,

The “move the minnow'” movement may be
on the right track, but before moving minnows we must
assure that they will have the kind of habitat they need.
River resloration is the first step. Restoration prom-
ises to be a costly and complex long term solution and
it will almost certainly require a number of significant
charges in Rio Grande water management policies.

The letter says: “If we don't move the min-
now, all flood control work on the river will stop”, Fact:
Stirctural flood controf measares, like channelization
and levees may be implicated in the minnows decline,
but the chance that minnow tecovery would requice
abandoning flood protection for Socorre is extremely

emete,
The letter.says; “Hearings are poin,

1OW... undcr agag order” Facf ki3 DtslnLlJudgcJamns
Parker has referred Minnow v, Martinez to a mapis-
trate who convened a negotiating process among the
parties. Lawyers for the conservency district that sup-
plies irrigation water negotiated the present, short tern
agrecment and continue to represent farming interests.
A mediation on the long term sofution to this complex
problem will probably convene shortly befere election
day,

Rep. Tripp's “Minnow Facts 20007 says;
*85% of the remaining minrows live in the part of the
river that dries up most often.” Fact: This argument,
so often repeated, is intended to imply that the min.
nows “like it dry”, a fallacious conclusion. More kikely
is that with wpstream habitat progressively deteriorat-
ing after the construction of Cochili Resetveir in 1973,
minnows which are adapted to simply drift during epg
and larval stages, wash downstream, year upon year,
seeking the slow moving water and sandy riverbeds
they prefer. By now, remnant populations have accu-
mulated in the minnows “last chance” before Elephant
Butte Reservoir,

Minnow Facts 2080 says: “The minnow is not
eadangered, it is thriving in the aquarium at the Rio
Grande Zoo.” Fact: If an aquatic species depends for
its survival upon a captive population in a tank, itis in
the severest of jeopardy- the fish equivalent of inten-
sive care, Rio Grande silvery minnow is in no way
“thriving™.

Minnow Facts 2000 says: “The amount of
water wasted...down the river on minnows this year
{170,000 + acre feet) is one and a half times the water
consamed by all the farming in the valley.” Fact:
Wrong! At least 200,({0) acre feet is consumptively
used each year by imigation between Cochiti and El-
ephant Buste reserveirs. While the 170,000 acre feet
of supplemental water provided for minnows is indeed
significant, it is still less than traditional irrigation de-
mands. Moreover, in 2000 irrigators again received very
close their accustomed supply, at least partially owing
to agreements arising from Minncw v. Martinez, which
provided imrigators with at least 35,000 acre feet from
City of Albuquerque sterage in Abiquiu Reservoir, Fact:

See_Real Facts on Page 4

g.on right .

Laurence Gibson

I am a violinist, orchestea conductor, and
music cducator by profession, and outdoors person, mr.
fixit, renaissance man by avocation. After initiat club
activities in the sixties I dropped out until 1984 while
raising children and career-building. Up “ila few years
ago maialy a backpacker, I figured it was time to re-
pay some of what the club and the wilderness had given
me when I rejoined the Bl Paso Group ExCom and
took on the chair position. To this peint eur main con-
tributions have probably been (o restore fiscal integ-~
rity, encourage collegiality, and make a difference on
water issues here in the desert.

I see our great challenge as remaining effec-
tive despite our size. We bave seen many would-be
soldiers go to work for the nmaerous single-issue
groups that we have spawned. These arc the young
people we need to rejuvenale our ranks. It seems to me
they want 1o work where they can make a difference
right away without fighting bureaucracy. Can a huge,
powerful giont like our club move quickly anymere?
Can we agree on enough issues, without compromis-
ing inte mediccrity, to be effective, or exciting, or even
brilliant?

At the risk of Josing your vote I must point
out that living in the desest has radicalized my feelings
about preserving our public lands. I feel that the “limes
they are a changin’ . The extractive indusiries must
goelsewhere and we need {o prow our beef somewhere
where there’s more water,

Edward Sallivan

Since being appointed to the Riv Grande
Chapter Excentive Committee in. 1999, Lhaye had the .
distinct pledsure of working with other Club leaders to
identify new velunteers and focus our energies on for-
ward looking conservation campaigns.

As Executive Director of the New Mexico
Wildemess Alliance, I have worked over the last two
years to build momenturnt and enthigiasm throupghoent
the state o protect more Wildern:ess arcas for futuze
generations, Ibeligve the Sierra Club should continue
to work on Wilderness and wildlands issues, as public
lands protection is at the core of our history and our
mission. [t is a emicial kssue dhat inspires enthusiasm
among our menibers and brinés us together as an or-
panization.

In a ime of seemingly endless attacks on cur
already endangered ecosystems, we must continue to
push the envelope to secure better protections for our
public Jands. 1suppor curbing over-grazing, protect-
ing our endangered species, and realizing landscape-
wide habitat restoration and protection, while working
with focal people and communilies to bring about
changes in attitudes and behavior towards our public
lands.

1 am dedicating my life to this cause, and 1
believe I have the time and energy to continue tobe a
dedicated activist and volunteer organizer for the Si-
ema Club., I {formerly worked for the Sierra Club's
‘Washington, D.C. office, and also curreatly serve on
the Central Group Executive Committee in Albuquer-
gue. Fwould be honored 10 have your vote to continie
serving on the Rio Grande ChapterExCom,

Elizabeth Walsh

1 am Associate Professor of Biological Sci-
ences at The University of Texas at El Paso. My re-
search focus js the eeological and evolutionary geret-
ics of freshwater inveriebrates. I am the faculty advi-
sot for the Environmental Conservation Organization
(ECO) at UTEP (1995 to present).

1 have been a member of the Siera Club for
4 years and in addition, Iam a member of many ather
environmental organizations. I believe people need to
apply in their personal fives what they ask society ta

< publicsThis cutreach st crédtes nigredter’

da, and that if people take a political stance on an is-
sue they need to reflect that commitment in their
lifestyle.

I am interested in serving on the ExCom to
gain experience in enviroamental mattess which are
of importance to me and, ullimately, to society.

The Sierra Club has the potential to be the
preatest grassroots force for environmental conserva-
tion in the US. 1would like to help the Club meet this
potential,

ExCom mensbers make decisions on activ-
ism priorities, are respensibie for motivating members
ot these issues, and {o set examples by active partici-
pation. While my academic and research commitments
are heavy, I will make every effort to fully aitend 10
the duties of this pesition.

John Buchser

We are fortunate here to have many wild
places. Wildeeness supports a wide diversity of
life, as well as drawing tourists that benefit our
cconomy. While the battle to prodect these wild
places will probabiy never end, the real threat to
our entire culture is rapid human growth. The
availability of water will ultimately dictate what
this land can support.

For the next decade, there is still choice.
We can fcave a legacy of a dead and dying urban
eavironment, or we can make wise choices on
managi.ng what water we have, Ibelieve we must
increase outreach efforts to our members and the

ness of the limits water availability places upon
human activities. Do we enjoy the Cottonwood
bosque? Are the acequias in nerthern New
Mezxico, and the centuries-oid culture that depends
upon water in the acequias, importans to sustain?

For three years | have been in a leader-
ship role with the Chapter. It has been 2 very
chatlenging and rewarding job. Two personal
goals were attained: (1) The Baca land grant
(Valles Caldesa) is now in the public's hands, and
(2} Mr. Tom Udall is now a representative of the
United States Congress.

The future: lois of outreach. We must
expatd upon dialog with the farmers and the
participantes (aceguia users). Legistative changes,
like giving the state engincer authority 1o penal-
ize over-use of water, must occur. Many fine en~
vironmental groups exist in this state, We need
10 concentrate on common goals.

Fed Mertig

Sierra Club member since 1981, past chair of
the El Paso regional group. Member of the El Paso
regional group ExCem for several terms, served on
the Rio Grande ExCorn for several terms, chair of the
El Paso and Rio Grande inner ¢ity outings programs.
Served several terms on the Southwest Regional Con-
servation Committee of the Sierra Club. Cumently the
treasurer of SWRCC. Member of the Southwest bor-
der ccoregion task foree.

My major fictds of intesest have beeninlead-
ing inmer city outings, and working on grazing and log-
ging issues. I plan to continue to invest my time in
these same areas. There are many threats to the envi-
renment and we need to keep a constant vigil in erder
to protect it. As a candidate for the Ric Grande chapter
ExCom I would like to ask for your vote and help in
doing so.
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Turn on the Faucet -
Water Comes Oui!

by Susan Gorman

Those of us who live in Albuguerque just
expect that plenty of high quality water will al-
ways come out of our faucets. The folks at the
‘Water Utility work hard to ersure this, Their mis-
sion is to provide sustainable, quality water ser-
vice in & reliable, responsive, and efficient man-
ner, They manage Albuguerque’s complex system
of 92 wells, 45 storage reservoirs and 2400 miles
of pipes so that water is always there for us to
use. ‘

The basic policies that have guided the
City of Albuquerque’s decision making about
water have evolved gracually over the past 50
years. Graduat evolution has been possible be-
cause although the system grew in size, it remained
basically the same: ground water has been our sole
source of supply and, despite growth, the system
provided only one kind of service to all custom-
ers. Moreover, Albuquerque was able to opezate
independentiy from neighboring jurisdictions,
which represented small and geographically sepa-
rate populations.

The Water Utility is now entering a more
complex and challenging environment that re-
quires reconsideration of previous policies and
practices and the development of a new ap-
proaches appropriate for the coming decades.
Some of the key changes and issues they face are
surnmarized below,

The changes that are creating a break from
the past
- Qur water sources are changing
- Manry meore people live here and population
growth is continuing
- Customers demand a higher level of service

The issues that affect water policy plan-
ning:

« How important is it to be regional?

- What is the proper role and timing of water ser-
vice decisions in land-use decision making?

- How should water policy address resource limi-
tations?

Clearly, the Water Utility needs a new
policy blucprint for the 2 kst century. So Tom Shee-
maker and his staff at the Water Utility began the
process of drafting such a blueprint two years ago.
An extensive outreach and listening process took
place to assure that varied interests were -heard
and to iaclude the ideas and opinions of stake-
holdees from the eatire region and beyond. Since
May, an ad hoc Working Group of citizens repre-
senting a broad range of interests has been meet-
ing with Shoemaker to provide additional tnput.
The result is a document designated as The Fun-
damental Water Service Policies Statement
(FWPS). “lt s designed to serve as a statement
of fundamental policies governing water service
provision by the Water Utility. It defines basic
policies that guide decision making and identifies
the general nature of the efforts that the Water
Utility must perform to provide reliable, castomer-
focused service” says Shoemaker.

Why is a Fundamental Water Policies
Statement needed?

The members of the Working Group
strongly believe that the establishment of such a
policy framework is essential for the following
reasons:

- The policies specifically adidress water-related
issues which aze vital to our future; our water re-

Vehicle Emissions Linked
To Water Poflution

Pollution from traffic congestion is get-
ling into waterways, where it can poison animal
and other aquatic life, shows research presented
in the current issue of the journal “Environmental
Science & Technology.” The study blames in-
creased traffic from wrban spraw] for high levels
of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, or PAHs, in
lakes and reservoirs around six metropolitan ar-
eas, including Washington, DC; New York, New
York; Newark, New Jersey; Minacapolis, Minne-
sota; Dallas, Texas; and Seattle, Washington. Bf-
fects due to vehicle traffic included PAH concen-
trations in reservoir sediments up to 100 times
greater than pre-utban conditions, said Peter Van
Metre, lead author of the study from the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey. htip://ens-news.com/ens/

sources require protection and efficient use for
generations o come.

- The policies and their implementation help avoid
decisions made in a crisis mede or without the
proper framework and upderstanding of all the key
issues,

- The policies address the importance of connect-
ing land vse and water service planning.

- The policies interface with planning efforts cur-
rently being considered in regards 10 how our com-
munity grows in the future,

- The policies will guide the decision-making of
key elected officials in an orderiy manner.

- The policies wiil provide a secure framework to
manage, construct, and maintain the water service,
- The policies will insure that past practices and
decisions are conselidated in a more orderly, man-
ageable, and predictable way.

- The policies will create an accountability struc-
ture for insuring that the required implementation
sleps are carried ont in a timely maaner,

The FWPS document will be presented

to the Albuguerque Metropolitan Water and Waste-
water Board in September. This new Board, cre-
ated by a Joint Powers Agreement between the
City of Albuquerque, Bernalille County and the
Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque kn 1999,
has been granted the authority to create water ser
vice policy. .
Once the FWPS has been approved, it will
guide the managers of the Water Utility in the
operation and administration of the water system.
It will also provide our elected officials with the
guidance they need to make those tough decisions
abeut our futvre. Perhaps, most importantly, it will
enable us, as cilizens, to demand that our elected
officials consider the health of the environment
and the limits of the water supply as they make
those tough decisions.

Albuquerque’s water policy planning has
major implications for the environmental health
and sustainability of the whole Middle Rio Grande
region. The relationships between water policy and
sprawl; the health of the river, it’s bosque and the
criters that Hve there; the preservation of the farm-
lands in the valley and the basic health of all of us
waler drinkers is as clear as the water in that glass
1 just filled {rom my faecet.

cally usa the rhetoric of fear, perpetuate artificial divi-
sions among people and make the search for a solu-
tion to the decline of the river that serves us atl, that
ruch less likely to succeed. We will all fose in that
process,

Water from Page 1

Sa, what got us in this mess? There are a
number of causes, and the answer will vary de-
peixding on who is answering the question. Cer-
tainiy, the agreement to save the minnow was pre-
ceded by lots of finger-pointing. Whether or not
the finger-pointing was justified, however, there
are some basic underlying problems. Until we
canfront those, we can expect continuing crises
as we iry to find water for one important use or
another.

One underlying probiem is that for the
most part we lack good information. Without good
information about water supply and demand, our
decision-making will be flawed, Many inflows
and outflows of surface waler are not measured
and therefore are not quantificd. We don’t know
how much water used for irrigation sceps into the
aquifer, and we are only beginning to understand
how much water is consumed by riparian vegeta-
tion. Increased measurement of our water supply
and water use is a {irst step toward informed de-
cision-making.

Second, we need water budgets that track
waier supply and demand and indicate if and when
demand exceeds supply. Unless we confront the
reality that our water supply is limited, we put off
the hard work of figuring out what we need o do
and only compound the problem as we use up
supplies in storage or from our aquifers, some of
which will be critical for emergencies or drought
yeass or to provide the flexibility o case transi-
tions to new ways of managing water, If we fail
to act,-we. face a significant water deficit and a
future with cities constartly struggling 10 find
adequate water to supply their customers’ basic
needs, dried up agricultural fands, a river chan-
neled in a concrete ditch, and z dying bosque.

A pood water budget will give us the abil-
ity to be as responsible for our water supply as we
are for money in our state freasury, Just as the
local and state governments do not spend more
than they have, we should work o balance sup-
ply and demand. New uses of water should be
not be approved unless water is available or we
cease an existing use to make water available for
a new use or we are able 1o find new ways to aug-
ment cur waler supply or geerease demand. We
are beyand the point where we can afford to end-
lessly increase our total water consemption.

Real Facts from Page 3
Under the Rio Grande Compact, New Moexico had a
waler delivery obiigatien to other irrigators telow El-
ephant Butte of more than 170,000 acre feet in 2060,
Although supplemental water will likely cause 2000
deliverics to exceed that amount, New Mexico will be
credited with any over-deliveries, up to 200,000 acre
feet.

Minnow Facts 2000 says; “We kave the an-
swer, but we still have a big problen. 'That is: the
radicals wen't accept the solution.” Fact: When drought
occurs, everyone has & problem. When, one by one,
the creatures that depend upon an ecosystem like the
Rio Grande begin to blink out everyone, ultimately,
has a problem. When our traditional responses to these
critical problems no tonger seem to work, bold new
approaches are called for. ‘The minnow didn’t cause
this problem; the minnow is just telling us about the
problem.  Neither did the farmer cause tlse problem.
But, the fanner must participate in the search for a so-
fution.

Those who dig in deep 1o preserve a status
quo that manifestly will not hold any longer are mak-
ing a sedf-fulfilling prophiesy of their “fish versus farm-
ers” mantra. These who promote falsehoed and cyni-
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Water, Minnows
And Private Property

byJim Bailey

The impending periodic desiccation of the
middte Rio Grande in New Mexico has focused
our aftention primarily upon lwo issucs: presce-
vation of the endangered Rio Grande silvery min-
now and private water rights. These two repre-
sentatives of the conflict greatly oversimplify what
is involved and what is at stake.

Four hundred vertchrate species, mostly
birds; were native to riverine and riparian habi-
tats between Cochiti and Elephant Butte Reser-
voirs. Almest half of the native veriebrates of New
Mexico have occurred here. Seventeen of these
species, including L0 fishes, are already gone.
Another 14 are threatened or endangered. Much
more than the sitvery minnow is at stake. But the
minnow is gone from about $5% of its former
range that extended from here to Brownsvilte. It
is federably listed as entlangered. As such, it is
the legal handle under the Endangered Species Act
for saving some semblance of a river ccosystem
within New Mexico’s most urbahized corridor.
Still, the minnowfs legal preminence should not
cclipse the immense biological resource that it
represents.

Most of the water needed to maintain the
minnow is already in the river. Sometimes this
waler {lows in spring when there may be more
than can be stored in reservoirs. More often, it

..Hows. when. releases, from upstreun.dams. aze

neededt for downstream urban, industrial and ag-
ricultural uses. Agriculture claims most of this
water. However, the minnow must survive
through 12 ‘months every year, not just when
downstream users call for water. And the min-
now seems to need a spring pulse of higher water
to stimulaie its reproduction.

Farmers, primarily members of the
Middte Rio Grarde Conservancy District, claim
most of the waler taken from the middle Rio
Grande as their privately owned resource. His-
tory, the faw and the State Engincer are on their
side. But just how private is this resource? It
wouldn’t be there at useful times were it not for
the dams, diversion tunnels, canals, and diversion
structures that have been built, rebuilt; maintained
and operated largely with millions of dojlars of
pubtic meney. I presume farmers have been grate-
ful for this subsidy. However, the corrent altitude
seems to be, “I demand this publicty funded sub-
sidy be comtinued, for I now own the water.”
Gratefulness seems to have tumed to uncompro-
mising ungratefulress. Does the public gain no
rights from its investment.of publie fonds?

The Endangerced Species Act requires that
federal resources and activities may not be used
in ways that jeopardize the fusture of threatened or
endangesed species. ‘The dams and other water
siructures along the Rio Grande are mostly fed-
eeal resourcesand their operations are mostly fed-
etal activities. This is the handle of the Act that is
peing used to save, hopefully, the silvery minnow.
Asserting that the Act is being used to “'steal” pri-
vate property greatly oversimplifies the situation.

Albuquerque’s Water Strategy

by Joln M. Stomp

[Editor’s Nole: Blair Brown and Susan
Gornan have expressed the concerns of the Cen-
tral New Mexico Group abont the City of
Albuguerque’s plan to use the water front the San
JTuan-Chama diversion praject 1o provide water
to Albuquerque rate payers. The letter that fol-
lows is the response from Jolu: Stomp, Manager
of the Water Resources Division, City of Albuguer-
que Public Works Departnent. Brown and Gor-
inan intend to continue the dinlog with the City
on behalf of the Sierra Club to ensure that our
environmental resources are preserved and pro-
sected. ]

Thank you for your letter of June 29, 2000
and our subsequent meeting of August 14, 2000.
At our last meeting, we discussed ways for the
City and the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sicrra Club
10 coordinate and discuss issues related to imple-
mentation of the Drinking Water Project in the
City Council adopted Water Resources Manage-
ment Strategy (strategy). 1 would like to sched-
ule future meetings to discuss the issues in your
letter and others thal may asise. Please consider
this Letier an interim response to your letter.

The first issue that was raised selated o
the decision regarding the selettion of a preferred
alternative for divession of the City’s San Juan-
Chama water from the river. Based on your com-
ments and participation at the.Alternatives Work:

natives to the following: k. Use of the existing
surface water diversion owned and operated by
the Middle Rio Grande Censervancy District at
Angostura; 2. Construction of a subsurface di-
version that would be focated somewhere between
Sandia Pueblo and Montano Read; and 3. Con-
struction of new surface water diversion with fish
passage and scieens also to be located between
Sandia Pucblo and to Montano Road. These al-
ternatives will be published in a repost that sum-
masizes the discussion and comments received at
the Alternatives Workshop and other comments
received since that time.

The three diversion alternatives were nar-
rowed from a list of nine diversion altemnatives
that were previously narrowed from the 32 alter-
natives analyzed in the steatcgy. Each of the al-
ternatives will be combined with the selected water
treatment plant site and several transmission al-

ternatives for the Environmental Impact Statement”

(EIS). The EIS will be a comprehensive evalua-
tion of the alternatives including, but not limited
10, canstruction aid operation impacts in the rver
and bosque, effects on the hydrotogy of the river
system associated with fully consuming our San
Juan-Chama water and impacts to the shallow

shop, the City has narrowcd the diversion alter-

ground water in the Bosque. Based on this analy-
sis, the City will be developing a mitigation strat-
cgy to mitigate these cffects. We hope to work
with the Sierra Club during this process and cn-
courage your input.

I think it is vital that the City’s position
on the use and impacts of diverting our San Juan-
Chama water be clearly understood. The City has
invested more than § 40 mitlion dellars on the con-
struction, operation and maintenance of the San
Juan-Chama projeet. The San Juan-Chama project
itports a portion of New Mexico's share of the
Colorado and Upper Colorade River Basin Com-
pact waler into the Rio Grande basin. The San
Juan-Chama waier is non-native water that is
added to the Rio Grande sysiem at Heron reser-
voir. The San Juan-Chama project would not be
operating today if not for the efforts and funding
by the City..

The City will cail for the release of our
imported San Juan-Chama water into the Rio
Grande at Heron or Abiguin reservoir. The San
Jaan-Chama water added to the system will then
be conveyed in the Chama River and Rip Grande
to Albuguergue where we will divert it and fully
consume it. Our ratepayers are paying to have
the imported San Juan-Chama water added to the
systen: so that we can divert and use this water in
Albuguerque. This non-native water is the foun-
dation of providing a sustainable supply and stop

the large ground water level declines that are be-
ing experiencad now. ORIF Current prachice of sole
reliance on grosnd water is having a tremendous
impact on the aquifer and wiil ultimately lead to
luge environmental consequences.

The addition of the non-native San Juan-
Chama water into the Rio Grande system has
many advantages. First, the San Juan-Chama
water once added to the system wilt provide inci-
dental benefits to the ecosystem. Scecond, by uti-
lizing this non-native water to provide a sustain-
able supply, the City doesn’t have to aggressively
look towards the existing native Rio Grande as
the solution. Third, the Cily can work regionaily
{owards maintaining a ground water deought re-
serve that would allow the City to cooperate with
others during times of drought. i

Thanks for this opportunity.torespond to
some of your concerns. TheCity is committed to
implementing ihe strategy, but is also commitied
ta preserving nnd protecting our valuable envi-

- ronmental resources. I took forward to continue

working towards that goal.

Please ¢o not hesitale 1o contact me if you
have any additional questions or comments.

TJohn M. Stomp HI, P.E., Manager

Water Resources Division, PWD

City of Albuguergue
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Headwaters Residents Watching Downstream

Ei Paso, TX - “There reeds to be a dif-
ferent approach. 1t%s not an “if”, it's a “when™,”
says Deanna Chilian, Development Coordinator
for the Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trust. The
issue is water management in the Rio Grande/Rio
Bravo Basin. Chilian is one of twenty experts
speaking at the Uniting the Basin 2000 Congress
being held November 9th through 11th at the
Centro Cultural Universitario in Cd. Juarez, Chih,
MX. The theme of the conference is *“Find the
Balance: Water and Growth in the Rio Grande/
Rio Bravo Basin” and is sponsored by the Rio
Grande/Rio Bravo Basin Coalition. The Rio
Grande/Rio Bravo originates in Colerado in an
8000 square mile arca known as the San Luis Val-
ley, spproximately the size of the state of Con-
necticut. The source of the water for the Rio
Grande is rain, snow melt, and run-off, “We're
sceing less water this year,” observes Chifian.
“Some of the alfalfa farmers arc not getting scc-
ond and third crops due to lack of water.” She
belicves different systems need 1o be set up for
water leasing, water banking, and compensation
for farmers. “Most of the “keat” seems to happen
in the lower and middle Rio Grande,” says Kate
Booth-Doyle, one of the co-chairs of the Coali-
tion and also a resident of the San Luis Valley.
“Yet most of us here locally believe the heaith of
the river, both quality and quantity, starts at the
headwaters.” Booth-Doyle moved to the Head-
waters thirty yeass ago, from Beaumont, TX.-She
remembers taking vacations with her family to the
Rio Grande, including a 1955 tip to the newly
opened Big Bend National Park. “T want Congress

Republican
environmentalists?
Yeah... right.

The national grassroots organization of
Republicans for Environmental Protection

Think we’re kidding? Check us out!

Www.repamerica,org

P. 0. Box 7073

Deerfield IL 60015

847-940-0320

Page 6—Rio Grande Sierran

F

participants to find commeon ground, common
challenges, fears, hopes; to recognize that no mat-
ter where we five in the Basin, we are alike,” says
Booth-Doyle, ‘The Coalition plans 1o pubjish a
booidet of recommendations based on the Con-
gress sessions and dispersing the booklet 10 com-
munities along the Basin, The Congress opens the
evening of November 9th with keynote speaker
Ambassador Alberto SzEkely of the Mexican For-
eign Service. Ambassador Szhkely is a world-
renowned legal consuliant and educator special-
izing in areas such as water law, sustainable coastal
development, and land use planning, The panel
topics being on Friday, November 10k, with
population growth and Jand use treads; agricul-
tural conservation and water use efficiency; eco-
system water needs; municipal water supply strat-
cgies; and sustainable water use programs. The
Congress concludes on Saturday moming with
participant input, Simultancous translation is pro-
vided for all sessions, Further information on the
Congress agenda and registration is available at
the Coalition's website, www.rioweb.org, or by
calling the Coalition office at 915-532-0399 or
calling the Congress ceordinator at 505-546-0886.

Contacts: Suzanne I Avalon Congress
Coordinator 546-0886 sdavalon@zianct.com

Bess Metcalf Co-Director, Rio Grande/
Rio Bravo Basin Coalition (915) 532-0399
coalition@rioweb.org

[As of press time, financial assistance 1o
attend the Uniting the Basin Congress was
still available. Visit winirioweb.org for
details or call Bess.]

duction,

9779.

Care To Drive Some
Coffin Nails Into
Gene Engineered Food?

Philip Morris is a houschold name, and
the Mariboro man is more famous yet, but did you
know that the cigarette company is also a major
selfer of genetically engineered (GE) food? Si-
erra Club's Genetic. Engineering Commiltee bas
chosen to target what Lurns out to be the biggest
packaged food company in the US, demanding
that Kraft produce GE free food, or label it as ge-
netically engineered if it dares. Surveys bave
found that a majority of us are leery of GE ingre-
dients, and labels would altow vs o vote with our
dollars. Sierra Club jsn't opposed to genetic engi-
neering, but the Club has asked for a moratorium
on GE crops, which use gene splicing technigues
to transfer genes from viruses, bacteria, unrelated
plant species and animals into food crops.

This is just the very beginning, but already
100 million acres have been planted. Genetic en-
gineering is a radical technology whereby genes
{rom one or many species can be intreduced into
totatly unrelated species, which are then cailed
transgenic. The fundamental blueprints of the
natural world are being manipulated in this way
and, in the case of crops, are being released into
the environment without ay precautions.

The resuits ean’t be predicted and there
may be no remedies for the consequences. GE
crops create pollen which can blow in the wind.
Many of the crops contain theic own pesticide,
atd the pollen of GE com has been shown to kil
monarch butterflics.” Cross' pollination of neigh- -
boring organic farms results in a huge loss for or-
ganic farmers since the crop can ne longer be re-

garded as organic. Other crops are Roundup Ready, designed to tolerate
Monsanto’s herbicide. The crops then get sprayed with more Roundup
and both the active and the inert ingredients are a cause for concern. Eu-
tope, and also Canada, bas rBGH (cow growth hormone) to treat dairy
cows (it doesn’t turn them into Olympic sprinters, it makes them produce
more milk). This is also a genctically engincered product. The major
human health concesn is that rBGH causes the milk to comain increased
levels of IGF-1, which a growth factor for prostate and breast cancers.

WHAT YOU CAN DO. If you think it’s time to stop this expeti-
ment for which the American people never volunteered, heee’s how you
can help: 1) Contact Betsy Holden, CEQ of Kralt Foods, Inc. 3 Lakes
Drive, Norikfield IL 60093. See sample lotter below. 2) Call 1-800-847-
1997 to say NO to Krafl's genetically manipufated foods. 3) Send an e-
mail via ihe Kraft web site: www.kraft.com/ltml/email/email.tmt 4y Con-
tact Laurel Hopwood, Chair, for a supply of posteards to distribute 1o
your friends, family, and colleagues, to send to Krafl.

Sample letter: I'm writing to ask you to remove genetically engi-
neered (GE) products frem your foods, fust as F'm trying to remove thern
from my table. Transgenic crops - crops which have been genetically
manipulated with viral, bacterial, and animal genes - pose enviropmeintal
tisks and I believe shouldn’t be in our food supply untif adequately tested
and clearly labeled. Dairy products made with mitk from -BGH treated
cows are banned in many countries as possibly contributing to cancer.
For our health and the crvicenment, 1 ask that you move io GE free pro-

You can find the Sierra Club’s Policy (and rauch more} on agri-
culturat biotech on our website: www.sierraclub.org/biotech  To sub-
scribe to our Biotech Forum listserv, contact Jim Diamond:
jim.dinmond @sierraclub.org For any questions, contact Lavrel Hopwood,
Chair, Genelic Engineering Committee: jhopwood@wviz.org or 216-371-
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The Cest of Driving
by Andy Kunz

The typical statistic stated around here is
a car costing $6000 per year for a small 1o aver-
age size car. Since so many people are now driv-
ing SUV's, these are more accurate slats:

Car ownership comprises a major share
of American families” budgets. The American
Automobile Association (AAA) estimates that
awning and operating a 1996 2-Wheel Drive
Chevrolet Blazer sport utility vehicie for the typi-
cal 15,000 miles per year costs $7,487 per year
(or 49.9 cents per mile!). (1) Add 4-Wheel Drive
and the cost gises. Incorporate the true cost of this
gas-guzzler 1o society and the environment and
the cost skyrockets.

The hidden cosis of driving in the U.S.
amount to at ieast $184 billion per year, inciuding
$40 billion For road costs not covered by fees and
tolls and $56 billion for henlth damage due to air
potlution, (2) American motor vehicles consume
fuel at the highly unsustainable rate of 155 biilion
gallons per year(3) and the Union of Concerned
Scientists recently reporied that the manufacture
and use of consumers” vehicles cause more envi-
ronmental damage than any other single consumer
speading category (4} So much for cheap gaso-
line!

Path from Page I

. -- Having no other cheice than to drive
leads to uncompensated damage to human

health and‘mortality, quality of life; trees, "+ "

crops, building surfaces, matetials, and
wildlife.

The workshop can help you:

1. See hiow you can influence local and regional
roadway planning processes;

2. Understand the rele of regional planning orga-
nizations in {ransporiation projects;

3. Find out where highway department money
comes from and what laws they must follow;

4. Gain a better understanding of laws you can
put to use ? Clean Air Act, Title VI of Civil Rights
Act, National Environmental Policy Act, TEA-21;
5. Formulate a project proposal and making sure
it gets funded.

Speakers coming from throughout the
nation will shed light how solutions can be crafted
to meet the issues. Confirmed speakers to date:
- Michael Replogle, Environmental Defense,
Washington DC;

.~ John Holtzclaw, Transportation Committee,
Sicera Club, San Francisco;

-- Ken Ryan, Transportation Chair, Cafifornia
Chapter, Sierra Club; and

-~ Hank Distmar, Las Vegas, NM, founder, Sur-
face Transporiation Policy Project.

To register; Rio Grande Chapter, Sierra
Ciub, 202 Central Ave, SE #101, Albuguerque NM
87102; 505-243-7767; nmex.field| @prodigy.net

To reserve a room: Plaza Resolana has
rooms set aside for the workshop at $80/night for
double occupancy, and $70 for 1. Contact them
at 800-821-5145 or www.plazareselana.com for
information plus a map of downtown Santa Fe.

For more information: Ken Hughes,
Transportation Chair, Rio Grande Chapter Sierra
Club, 474-0550; llesscar@netscape.net

Environmental Justice and Sprawl

by Thn Frank

The National Neighborhcod Coalition kas
spearheaded the development of aset of principles
that address the social justice issues associated
with sprawl and smart growth. They did so in con-
sultation with a broad array of groups including
the Sierra Club. The Sierra Club’s Challenge to
$prawl Campaign and Envivonmental Justice
Committees are both extremely pleased with the
product.

Qur committees recommend that Groups
and Chapters and other Sierra Club entities dis-
cuss these principies and pass resolutions in the
form of the sample we have included at the bat-
tom of this memo. Please ask the entities you are
invelved with to act on this at their next opportu-
nity, and let us know the results of your discus-
sion. You can direct your correspondence to Tim
Frank or Kirstin Replogle:

tinrfrank@sierraciub.org

kdohrer@Iife.uine.edu

These are not intended as a comprehen-
stve set of smart groweh principles. Instead, they
are intended as a complement to the principles
already espoused by groups like the Sierra Club.

As we promote things like infill develop-
ment and redevelopment, it is important that we
be mindful of the potential impacts on low income
communities. Poorly managed gentrification, for
instance, will simply displace the poor. At the same
time, new economic development in blighted ar-
cas is critically important,

s Weenlso'need to encourage wealthier com-

munities to accept their fair share of affordable
housing. The common practice of excluding af-
fordable housing puts a considerable strain on
those who work in wealthier areas but have 1o
commute from areas of concentrated poveriy. For
a variety of reasons, exclusionary practices put i
strain on the environment tee (more congestion,
{oss of openspace...}.

Oves the last 50 years, sprawl has under-
mined social justice every bit as much as it has
degraded the environment. Therein lies a tremen-
dous opportunity. The very best responses to bath
the social justice and environmental problems as-
sociated with sprawl are those that solve both preb-
lems at once. These are the sofutions we call smart
growtii

Qur adopting the principles enumerated
pelow wilt send an important signal that the Si-
erra Club is dedicated to combating spraw] in a
manner that advances social justice.

El Paso Inner City Outing - Gila Wildermness

Far a thorough analysis of the principles
enumerated below, the NNC has prepared a con-
cept paper that you fird  at:
www.neighborhoodcoalition.org/
1it%620review.pdf

If you have any questions or comments,
piease dircet them 1o either Kirstin or Tim. You
will find our email addresses below. Please let us
know if you pass 2 resolution o this issue. In
addition, if you could identify someone {rom your
chapter or group who is interested in the social
justice issues associated with sprawl, please send
us their contact information (if you kave several
names, go zhead and send them, but please do this
right now).

SAMPLE RESOLUTION:

Whereas environmental justice is 4 critical issuc
for the Ciub; and

Whereas Sprawl and Smart Growth are issues
powerfully entwined with social justice;

The Chapter {or Group) joins the Sierra
Club’s National Challenge to Sprawi Campaign
and Envirommental Justice Comunittees in recom-
mending that the Board of Directors adopt the
Neighborhood Principles for Smart Growth.

can

Neighborhood Principles
For Smart Growth

1 All neighborhoods sheuld have a fair share of
the benefits as weil as responsibilities of growih.

72 Growth should meetthe economic; envitonmens-
tad, and social needs of low-income and other com-
munities,

3 Low-income neighborhoods and communities
of color should have a strong voice in decisions
about growth.

4 Growth should not displace low-income resi-
dents or people of colar in urban or reral areas
from their homes, livelihoods, or communities.

5 Growth strategies should promote racial, eco-
nomic, and cthnic integration.

6 Growth strategies should make vse of the hu-
man, economic, and physical assels within com-
munities.

Ted Mestig
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As Wild As It Gets
by Martin Heinrich

The Big Hatchets... Chances are you
haven't been there, In fact, unless you joined the
alliance when we surveyed the Big Hatelets, you
may not have even heard of thern. That is one of
the primary reasons they are so wild. Few people
ever set foot here, .. this is a true wilderness if
there ever was one. Just look at the list of rare
species that call the Big Hatchets home. There
are wild desert bighoms, thick billed king birds,
Sonoran mountain kingsnakes, and whole herds
of coatimundis! Plants include several species of
pincushion cacti, majestic Chihuahuan pines (at
the edge of their range), and night blooming
cereus,

The list of threats {or the Big Hatchets is
unfortunately, nearly as long as its fist of endan-
gered species. Oil and gas exploration, mining,
and overgrazing are encrouching on the area.
Wilderness designation would go a long way to-
wards ensuring that this spectacular area remaing
wild, healthy, and free. The New Mexico Wilder-
ness Alliance is committed to protecting the Hatch-
ets, 'We've already fought off a misguided pro-
posal to scar the proposed wildemess with seizmic
exploration for oil and gas. We'll continue to fight
any proposal {o tame this wild “island” that rises
up from a “sea” of Chilwahuan desert.

A group of NMWA volunteers and I re-
cently hiked fourteen miles through the ¥
creasote flats, gardens of cacti, rare [
madrenn oak savanah, and pinyon juniper
forests of the Big Hatchet Mountains. We
came away from that hike commited to
preserving this wild landseape. Discover
the Hatchets... we think you™ become an
advocaie too.

Best Season Falt, winter, spring

Hatchet Ranch,
Big Hatchet Peak,
Sheridan Canyon,
and U Bar Ridge

USGS 7.5 minute
quadrangles

‘Topographic Maps
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Ecosystems

plete Guide, by Beb Julyan, Westcliffe Publishers

in the east section of the

Location

Bootheel, just west of the
Mexican border, 70-miles
south-southeast of
Lowdsburg

Size 48,720 acres. Size
recommnended by the
NM Wildemess Alliance:

91,219 acres

Elevalion .llzmge 4,400 10 8,366 [eet

at Blg Hatchet Peak

Trails No marked or maintained trails
Evergreen oak, pinon and
Chiheahuan pines,

chaparral, semi-desert
grassland, Chilwalaan

desert scrab

Getting There Ustil very recentky, no
vehicular access existed
for the Big Hatchet
Mountains WSA, but the
BLM has put in a new
gravel road that runs
along the mountains’
southeast side between
the Big Hatcheis and the
Alame Huecos and then
along the Big Hatchets'
east side.

From New Mexico's Wildemess Areas- The Cony-

Fachlita
{12 ites)

Sky Islands Wildlands Network —
The Future of Habitat Protection

by Roseann Hanson,
Sky Island Alliance
and Edward Sullivan,
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance

[n recent years, conservation biologists
have come to gencral agreement that traditional
lamt protection schemes fall short of providing
adequate habitat for functioning, complex ccosys-
lems. When we just protect small “islands” of
wild land, we do not account for larger ccosystem
needs like migration patterns of larger animals like
wolves, jaguar and bear. For this reason, conser-
vation groups are now looking to protect intact
andscapes — landscapes like the Sky Islands.

The Sky Island region is located at the
crossroads of two great mountain chains — the
temgperate Rocky Mountaing and the tropical Si-
erra Madre Occidental — and two great deserts
— the Sonoran Desert and the Chiltuahuan Desert.
This special land stretches south from the forested
highlands of central Arizona and New Mexico,
tirough rolling grasslands and deserts, to the foot-
hills of Mexico's Sierra Madre,

Rising from this striking landscape are 40
mountain ranges separated from one another by
seas of desert and grassland. These mountain “is-
land ecasystems” provide a globatly rare range of
habitats, from tropical 1o temperaie, where par-
rots live with biack bears, and jaguars mingle with
walves, The region supports 4,000 plant species,
more than half of all the breeding birds in North
America, and one of the world’s most diverse
populations of reptites and mammals.

Scienlisis now recognize that protecting
isolated tracts of land is not enough {o ensure the
long-term health of species and ecosystems, es-
pecially where those ecosystems depend on regu-
fation by far-ranging predators like bears, wolves,
and jaguars,

The Sky Islands Wildlands Network is the
first science-based conservation plan based on the
principles of “rewilding,” a new strategy for pro-
tecting and restoring lands suffering from ecologi-
cal wounds such as loss of species, degradation
of watersheds, and fragmentation of landscapes.
The plan is a prescription for heafing those wounds
by linking important core wildemess areas with
landscape connections. The resulting wildlands
network wilk provide the foundation for restora-
tion of species and ecosyslems.

The Sky Islands Wildlards Network also
includes broad-based selworks of conservation-
minded people as key clements of its success: it
zens, scientists, land managers, ranchers, hunoters,
and outdoor recreationists. Just as connecting fand-
scapes preserves ecosystems, coanecting people
is key to the success of a conservation plan.

Dozens of people in the T.S. and Mexico
worked on researching, mapping, and writing the
Sky Islands Wildlands Network plan, including
four organizations: The Wildlands Project, which
is sponsoring over two dozen such plans across
North America; Sky Isiand Alliance; New Mexico
Wildermness Alliance; and Natuealia {Mexico).

Implementation of the plan will happen
at many levels, frons national policy to on-the-
ground efforts of local citizens. The Sky Islands

See Sky Islands on Next Page




Letiers to the Editor

Editor:

1 would like to add a few words te Barbara
Johnson's coverage in the last newsletter of our 2 na-
tionat awards, specifically the Danny and Ida Wilcher
award for the Santa Fe Group's Day Hikes In The Santa
Fe Arca. I want to give a big lurrall to owr Santa Fe
outing leaders, without whom we would never have
fiad a hiking book, and especially one sustained over 3
ceditions.

Just about every hike in the book, present and
past editions, was writtens by an outings leader (many
of whom, of course, kave moved on to other pursuits;
some of whom, sadly, have died). Every hike in the
book that is retained for the next edition is thoroughly
checked by an outings leader. It takes a cadre of dedi-
cated outing leaders who not only are krowledgeable
about the various hiking possibilities in the area, but
who want 1o share their trail experiences with others,
and are willing te put the effort into carefully condens-
ing this knowledge inte a succinct trail description
which is intelligible to someene who has never been
there before.

1n addition to the several names Barbara men-
tioned, [ would like 1o add Ann Young, who first came

up witl the iden in 1981, and her loyal crew, including
Betsy Fuller, Bill Chudd and Ingrid Vollnhefer, whe
laboricusly typed outthe whole book on a manual type-
writer, And I would like to commend my long-time
outings co-chair Norbert Sperich, who is not only re-
sponsible for a number of hikes in the book, but has
chiecked out more of them over the years than any ena
else, and beew 2 major worker on the book commit-
tees.

Additionatty 1 would like to clarify the figure
of $18,000 which Barbara mentioned that the Group
expects to receive each year from the current edition.
This is the gross revenue. Each year we sct aside an
amount 1o cover the publishiag of the next edition.
Estimating about $25,000 for the next printing, we o
taking out $5000 a year, assuming a life of 5 years for
cach edition. This means we net about $13,000 - stilla
very impressive sum, and one the Group is delighted
to have to put toward ocur various Club offorts.

Nortmg MeCallan,
Beok Comnittee inember,
and former oxtings co/chair of the Santa Fe Group

Sky Islands from Previous Page

Wildlands Metwork is a visionary plan {o restore
nature and sustain human communities that will
take years, most likely generations, {o accomplish.

To learn more about the Sky Islands, or
to find out kow you can help protect this vnique
arca, contact one of the Sky Islands Wildlands Net-
work sponsers below. They witl provide infor-
mation aboul memberships, donations, volunteer
opporiunities, and action campaigas. The resto-
ration and protection of the Sky Island region will
only happen with the support and commitment of
people like you: Networks of people protecling
networks of land.

New Mexico Wildermness Alliance, P.O.
Box 13116, Albuquergue, MM 87192; (505} 843-
8696; nmwa@nmwild.org; wwwamwild.org

The Wildlands Project, 1955 W, Grant
Road, Suite 145, Tucson, AZ 85745, (520) 8§4-
0875; wildlands@twp.ozrg; www.twp.olg

Sky Island Alliarce, P.O. Box 41165, Tuc-
son, AZ 85717, (520) 624-7080;
info@skyislandailiance.org;
www.skyisiandalliance.org

Naturalia, A.C., Apartado Postal 21-541,
Mexico 03600, DF, Mexico; (52) 5539-3696;
direccion@naturalia.org.

Editor:

I fear, that while [ agree overall with Edward
Archuleta (Fiphting Sprawl, Sept.fOct. issug), I must
differ with one of his asscrtions. Fe states, “The num-
ber one thing we can do to fight sprawl is to let our
government -- city, county, state and federal -- know
that we care about how and where we grow™

Nonsense! The number one thing we ¢an do
is let government know 1hat eur cartent out-of-control
population geowth is unacceptable and must be stopped.
We are a nation of over 275 million peeple (double
what we were 50 years ago) and at current rates, we
will be 500 miliion pecple this century.

While I reatize the politically correct, have-
your-cake-and-eat-it-too buzz word right now is "sus-
tainable” growth, I am able to recognize an oxymoron
when [ sce one. While, in fairness, Archuleta did not
use the term, he implied that all we have 1o do is direct
the growth where we want it. Lassert that is naive, costly
and, in the words of Isaac Asimov -- "Democracy can-
ol survive everpopulation,” — wilk require the Joss of
{recdoms and human dignity that most Americans or
New Mexicans will find appalling.

The United States is today the world's third
most pepubated nation in total populatien and the sixth
fastest growing ahead of even Bangladesh and Mexico.
It is ridiculous to believe we can “manage” growth of
such magnitude. We are headed toward a population
density cqual 4o that of China in the 1950s, an eventu-
ality that will not bring happy-ever-afier stories for us,
our children or the environment.

Ironically, perhaps the uitimate model for
“sustainable’ or “smart™ growth is Los Angetes, Cali~
fornia, where in an attempt to carb its infamous sprawi,
the city between 1970 and 1990 moved toward higher
population deasity. By 1990, land consumption per L.
A pesident hid dropped to 0.0 acres; No othet urban
atea provided so little land per resident -- apparentiy
the medel that Smart Growth advecates wish for all
Americans as {he U.S. population continues to boom.

Yet, despite the lighest population density of
any arga in the United States, Los Angeles still sprawled
acrass an additional 394 square sniles, or 252,160 acres.
(Source: Sprawl in Californda, University of Southem
California, Kolankiewicz and Beck.) Similar trends
occurred in Riverside-San Bemnardino, San Diego and
virtually every major California city.

Put another way, if our current growth (oc-
curring at one of the lighest rates in our nation’s his-
tory) continues, even if we are packed in like sardines,
our cilies, despile even the most draconian meastres,
will continue: to sprawl, and congestion , water short-
ages, wildlife habitat loss and other environmental
problems will worsen,

Kate Burnett, Los Alamos

El Paso Inner City Guting - Gila Wilderness

Book Reviews

Anasazi America .
by David E, Stuart
Published by UNM Press

review by Susan Gonnan

Take a ride along azty majer rew road jn your
area and observe the width and scope of this grand
exercise in road engineering and construction. Do the
samne for any new public buildings being built nearby.
Then ¢eme home and curl up in & comfy chair with a
copy of Anasazi America, anthropelogist David Stuart’s
epic story of the gencrations of Pueblo peeple who have
fived in the Four Corners area over the past 10,000
years.

Dr. Stuart tells the Puchio people’s saga from
hunting and gathering beginnings, threugh the advent
of agsiculture and evolution to Chacoan agribusiness,
to the bold Chaco Pheaomenon hat resoited in the
monwmental infrastricture of magnificent public build-
ings and wide roads, grand religious rituals and an ex-
tensive trading network and market based cconomy.
He then describes the growth of the population, fol-
lowed by pedods of drought and climate change which
resulted in malnutritien and other public health prab-
lems, He gees on lo trace  a stratification of society
that widened tie golf between the privileged elites and
the working class people and the decisions to direct
the efforts of the people to building the massive public
infrastructure at the expense of basic needs such as the
growing of food. The culmination of these factors fi-
nally resulted in the collapse of this great society.

Braring the centuries that followed the collapse
of the Chacoan empire, the Puebloan people survived
the resulting chaos and were able to build successful
comsnunitiss dsough a strategy based on efficiency
rather than power

The story then shifts to the present and in one
jneredible and profound chapter, Stuart suggests tlsat
there are many paralfels between America in the 21st
century and the late Chacoan era that may foretell
events in our future.

This is a very imporiant book that should be
widely read. It should be read by New Mexicans be-
cause it has much to teach us about ourselves, It should
be read by all Americans because it gives us a glimpse
of the challenges that are on the horizon and supgests
the broad changes Americans will need 1o make if we
are 10 survive another millennivm.

CLUB

TOUHDED 1891

"Ted Mertig
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by Courtney White

A useful new tool for conservation has
appeared. It is called =z grassbank, a term coined
by the ranchers of the justly well-known Malpai
Bordeslands Group, located in the bootheel of New
Mexico and southeastern Arizona. In fact, their
pioneering use of a grassbank on the Gray Ranch
has 1t a fire, so to speak, that is about to spread
across the West,

The Malpai group used their grassbank
to help prevent the break-up of private ranch lands
into ranchettes. Their model, applied to Northern
New Mexico, has been used by The Conservation
Fund and its partners to advance the ecological
rehabilitation of hard-used public prazing lands.

The grassbank concept, as applied in
northern New Mexico, is easy to grasp. It is a
stretch of country, cureently not being grazed by
Tivestock, that is made available on a short-term
basis to ranchers and their cattle so that the lome
range can be rested and restored ccologically.

But why is this such a novel concept? And
what gaod does it do?

First and foremost, grassbanks atleviate
ecologically stresses on land without imposing
cconomic penalties on the rancher. If the home
range is suffering from the effects of prolonged
drought, or overgrazing, or if it is being over-
whelmed by an invasion of woody species (irecs
and shrubs) and must be thinned and burmned to
restoge it patural health, then the short-lerm relief
offered by a grassbank becomes a valuable re-
source. i TR

It is a novel idea because the traditional
response of public and private land managers is
to fill up an empty ranch atlotment with more
cows, Untit the Malpai Group came along, the idea
of banking ggass for beneficiat use in the long-
term was rarely contemplated. And the idea that
grassbanks can be nsed to restore damaged or
unhealthy ecosystems for the benefits of all spe-
cies was truly novel.

But that is exactly what is fiappening to-
day. Now the idea seems ready to spread rapidiy.

A successful role model is the Valle
Grande grassbank, located on Rowe Mesa, forty-
five miles east of Santa Fe, New Mexico. Devel-
oped and operated as part of a broad parinership
that inctudes The Conservation Fund, Forest Ser-
vice, Nosthern New Mexico Stockmans Assn and
the NMSU Cooperative Extension Service, the
Valle Grande grassbank has become a modef of
collaboration, good stewardship, and ecological
restoration. As such, it has attracted the attention
of public and private Tand managers across the
countey.

In 1997, conservationist and writer Bill
deBuys convineed The Conservation Fund, a na-
tional environmental organization, to puschase a
tract of deeded Jand on Rowe Mesa, which allowed
the Fund to become the scle grazing permitiee on
the 36,000-acee Valle Grande grazing allotment
within Santa Fe National Forest.

Simultanecusly, Bill and other organized
a collaborative effort among ranchers, Forest Ser-
vice personnel, scieutists, extension service
agents, foundations, conservationists, and others
to put a plan inte action. It was a hard road, us he
will 1estify today, mostly because of the lack of
trust that has prevailed for so long in the grazing
debate. Overcorning some of that distrust was
perhaps the projects greatest accomplishment,

agement ¢

Grassanks: An Idea Whose Time Has Arrived.

The plan was a simple one: the grassbank
would be offered to Forest Service grazing per-
miltees from northern New Mexico who were
willing to place their cattle on the Valle Grande
allotment for two 1o three years while their home
ground was restored ecologically, mostly through
prescribed fire. The ranchers whe participated in
the grassbank had to accept the ecological goals
of the Valle Grande Steering Committec, on which
all four of the care partnership organizations Hsted
above were represented.

Of course, being public land, the Forest
Service would have the Jast say.

The steering committee thought it might
take several years for the grassbank to reach ca-
pacity, mosily, again, because of the distrust is-
sue. By the start of the second grazing season,
howeve, it was full. In fact, in the first full cycle
of applicatiots to the grass bank, the steering com-
mittee reccived requests for three times as much
grass as the grass bank could provide.

Which is one of the reasons why the grass-
Dank idea bas caught the atteation of the Forest
Service and the BLM across the West.

Meanwhile, the restoration projects arc
going forward, aibeit a bit more slowly than many
of us would like (lurning theory into practice has
been difficult given the regulatory constraints
under which the Forest Service operates). Fortu-
nately, the recent rash of forest fires, not to men-
lion the Cerro Grande disaster at Los Alamos, have
nat dampened everyone’s enthusiasm for the pre-
scribed fire remedy to oyr qvergrown forests and

"rangefands.” o

And in one finat bit of good news, ali
projects are being scientifically monitored witl a
rew, quantitative and qualilative protocel devel-
oped by the researchers at the USDA’s Tornada
Experimental Range.

The success of the Valle Grande grass-
bank, and its precursor on the Gray Ranch, have
clearly demonsirated the utility of gragshanks for
ecological and economic restoration. They shown
it to be nat only a good model in theory, but one
Ikt wesks in the real wesld too. It is a practical
tool; one that is not burdened by iteological pos-
turing, politicai agendas, or bumper-stickeritis.
While otlsers are busy pointing their fingers, the
grassbank is busy growing grass, maintaining and
resloring cublural and biological diversily, and
solving problems.

1t is an idea here to stay.

Fo find out more, please consider attending a lwo-
day confercnce enlitied: ,

Girassbanks in the West; Challenges and
Opportunities A Two-Day Conference of Ideas and
Experience

Friday-Saturday, November §7-18, 2000

Sponsored by The Conservation Fund,
The Quivira Coalition, the Malpai Borderlands
Group, the Northern New Mexico Stockman’s
Association, the United States Forest Service, and
the NMSU Cooperative Extension Service.

FRIDAY (in the Firestone Theater, dowstown)

&:15am Stewart Udall, former Secretary of the
Interior, Welcoming Remarks

%:30am Bill deBuys, Director of the Valle Grande
Grassbank. A Grassbank Case Study: Can the
Model Be Exported?

9:00 amPanel One: Dr. Craig Allen, USGS,
Bandelier Field Station; Bill Miller, rancher,
Malpal Borderlands Group; Bruce Runnels, The
Natuce Conservancy; Ann Bartuska, USES.

What aze the background conditions - environ-
mental, economie, political, and social -- that sug-
gest a grassbank as a tool lo improve the health
and productivity of range and forest tand? How
do you design a grassbank to respond to those
conditions?

10:15-10:30am BREAK

10:30am Panel Two: Geratd Chacon, NMSU
Ctooperative Extension Service; Palemon
Martinez, Nogthern New Mexico Stockmen’s
Assoc.; Bart McGuire, City of Tucson; Owen
Lopez, The McCune Foundation.

How do you organize a grassbank? How have cf-
fective partnerships been formed (and how can
they be formed?) among ranchers, agency person-
nel, donoss, and conservationists? What are the
essentials of iand, agreements, money, people,
laws, and public participation and how do they fit
together into a whole?

NOON - LUNCH

1:13pm: Drom Hadley, The Animas Foundation
Afternoon Welcome .
|30pm  Panel Three: Virgil Tenjillo, The Quivira Castitions Leonard
Alencio, Santa Fe Forest; Tim Herfel, EPA, Re-
gion Six; Bob Alexander, BLM, New Mexico of-

fice (invited).

How do grassbanks meet multiple-use chjectives?
What regulatory and institutional obslacles might
hamper their creation and operation? How can
these obstacles be overcome? What new opportu-
nities for public/private parinerships lie ahead?

2:45pm BREAK

3pm Panel Four: Eltic Towns, USFES, Supervisor,
Region Three; Will Barnes, The Conservation
Fund; Dr. Kris Havstad, Supervisory Scientist,
USDA, Jornada Expecimental Range.

How do we maintain and measure grass-
bank success  economically, ccologically, po-
litically, and socially? Where are we lheaded from
here?

4:15pm £d Marston, publisher, High Couatry
News, Summation

Spm  Reception

7pm Dinner Event, featuring Wes Jackson, and
Wendell Berry (a fund-raiser for the Quivira Coa-
lition).

SATURDAY
3am-Noon - Tour of the Valle Grande Grassbank

We will meet at a central location in Santa Fe and
carpoo] to the Valle Grande Grass Bank (located
4% miles east of town). The tour will be led by
Bill deBuys.

For more information, contact Couriney
White, at  (505) §20-2544, or
courtney @quiviracoalition.crg
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Grazing Policy from Page 1

ceived, those proposed policies were distilied into

two, a “'no grazing on public land”
“reform grazing” policy.

Shertly before the annual meeting, a
“compromise” policy was circulated by Bruce
Hamilton, Conservation Director, and Board
members Jennifer Ferenstein and Charlie Ogle.
Discussion at the San Francisco meeting focused
on this compromise poficy. In the end, the propo-
neats of the “no grazing” position and of the “re-
form™ position endorsed a revised version of the
“compromise”’ policy. The Courcil of Club Lead-
ers voted unanimously to endorse the revised
“compromise” policy (with one abstention), and
the Board of Directers also voted unanimously
{with one abstention and one recusal) to adopt it.
It was the general feeling of the Councii and the
Board that this was an example of activists being
willing to work together lo address their dilfer
ences and to produce something which, it was
hoped, ali could be comfortable with.

policy and a

Federal Public Lands Grazing Policy

Goals

The primary goal of this Sierra Club fed-
eral public lands grazing policy is to protect and
restore native biodiversity and achieve functional
and self-sustaining ecosystems. The Sierra Club

recognizes that the preponderance of scientific evi- ..

{.ocal entities are urged to advocate what-
ever incremental improvements seem most appro-
priate for specific sites within their jurisdiction
up to and including an end lo commercial graz-
ing.

In addition to Jocal site-specific efforts,
the Club may seek federal legistation and regula-
tions to cutail grazing and accomgplish the other
goals of this policy.

Nothing in this policy precludes the Si-
erra Club’s full support for legislation and/or ad-
ministrative actions, such as wilderness bills, that
primarily address non-grazing issues, but do not
mect the goals of this grazing policy.

Sierra Club Strategy for Moving Towards
our Goals for Public Lands Grazing

The Siesra Club believes that the follow-
ing interire actions can facilitate the long term goal
for eventual restoration of our federal public fands,
and would support legislation orreguiation where
needed:

{a) Holders of grazing permits or leases should
be allowed to reduce wiilization rates or rest or
retire lands without losing their permit or lease,
and without the retired use being reallocated to
others.

(b} If allotments become open for reallocation,
they should be awarded by a competitive bidding

system whereby a bidder who meets minimumbid

(&) The federal government should cstablish a
Grassiands Restoration Bank to purchase open
space and wildlife riparian easements on privatc
grazing lands in primarily public land grazing
watersheds where ecosystems are grazing depen-
dent; or to buy the fee tand from private ranchers
in arid or other areas where neither private nor
public lands are suitable for

grazing. Once these two highest priority necds
have been largely met, this Bank could be used to
subsidize the teansition from non-native to native
grazing species.

Internal Priorities for Immediate Action
Recognizing that changes to grazing
policy will likely take a number of years to ac-
complish and that some arcas of the public lands
are more imminently threatened by destructive
grazing practices than others, the Sierra Ciub has
prioritized our efforts. As a first priority, the Si-
erra Club will work towad ending commercial
grazing on federal public Jands where one or more
of the following circumstances exists:
—Lands that reccive an average annual precipi-
tation of [2 inches or less or areas with cryic soils.
—Associated activities (c.g., water developments,
predator control, vegetation manipulation) are
oceurring in such a manner that native plant and
animal species are significantly impacted.
--Grazing is causing degradation of habitat nec-

-essary for threatened, endanpered or sensitive

dence documenis that gmzmg by norn-native spe-
cies has led to severe and sometimes irrevessible
degradation of native ecosysterns. Federal public
lands befong to the American public and must be
managed to maintain their long-term ecological
integrity. In order to achieve our objectives, the
Sierra Club advocates significant changes to cue-
sent land management practices to correct the
problem.

The foilowing five points apply to all as-
pects of this policy:
{1) Commereial grazing is not appropeiaie on Fed-
eral public lands except where it is shown by sci-
ence that some grazing is necded to achieve eco-
logical objectives.
(2) On federal public lands that were ence arazed
by large native herbivores the Sierra Club will
seek, whenever feasible, the replacement of non-
native grazing species (cattle, sheep, goats, ctc.)
with pative grazers (within their historic range).

(3) Where settlement or ownership patterns ebstruct the reintreduction of
nalive grazers on public lands, grazing operators should manage live-
stock towards the goal of maximum restoration of native plant and ani-
mal communities, water quality and other envirenmental goals. Meat or
fiber production should not be a primary goal of such grazing and opeza-
tors should be required to demonstrate a steadily improving range trend

toward excellent ecofogical condition.

(4) The Sierra Club recognizes that restrictions on grazing may have nega-
tive impacts on the cultural and economic stability of some communities.
These impacts are apt to be most severe in Native American, minority
and low-income communities. We are committed to developing partner-
ships with community members to identify and implement strategies to
protect both teaditional communities and the ecological integrity of pub-

lic lands, without sacrificing cither.

(5} The Sierra Club is committed to helping case the cconomic burdenon
‘smail family ranch operations with federal public lands alfotments that
would be affected by termination or reduction of their grazing leases.

rcqum:musla el proposts e Erizing slralegy
that will maximize biological preservation and
recovery shall be awarded the grazing contract,
ever if that bidder proposes to retire the allotment
and manage it for other values, such as water qual-
ity.

{c) The managing agency should determine and
document, at each repewal interval, that the atlot-
ment has made substantial progress towards es-
Lablished ecological and environmental quality
goals, Permits or leases where such progress is
nat demenstrated should be terminated.

(d) The managing agency should cstablish and
enforce strict water quality standards for all
streams on public grazing allotments. The man-
aging agency should cstablish and enforce stan-
dards For protection and restoration of all public
land ripasian ccosystems. Where progress is not
being made to fully meet these standards grazing
should be terminated.

El Paso Inner City Quting - Gila Wilderness

nalive pla.nt and anitial Specics.

——(Cirazing is causing significant degradation of
water quality.

~-The public land management agencies have
insufficient funding, staff, and determination to
create and administer monitoring systems that will
provide reasonable assurance that adverse impacts
will be minimized and opportunities for restora-
tion 1aken advantage of.

This policy supersedes the Grazing on Public
Lands Policy of Scptember 12, 1992

EE 3

The Board directs the Conservation Governaice
Comumnittee 10 sce that a Grazing Commiltec is
established to oversee implementation of this
policy. ‘This Committee shoutd aiso adopt defini-
tions and guidelines to accompany this policy.

Ted Mertig
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Santa Fe Group News

SANTA FE GROUP MEETINGS

THE ENVIRONMENTAL AMBUSH:
Global Warming and Human Health

Tuesday, Nevember 21, 7 PM

What in the world is happening with the weather? For a
hint, join us to hear:

Dr. Robert M. Bernstein, a Santa Fe endocrinologist, will
review current and historical climate changes and the impact
of human activities on global temperature. Dr. Bernstein will
discuss the impact of global warming on human health,
including increases in infectious diseases, water contamination,
agticultural disruptions, and heat-related illness. He will also
review possible solutions to ameliorate global warming.

This lecture given by our special guest is supported by a
grant from Physicians for Social Responsibility,

The meeting will be held at the Unitarian Church
167 W, Barcelona St (between Galisteo and Don Gaspar).
AU meetings, outings, and activities
are FREE and epen to the public.

REMEMBER TO VOTE
General elections will be held Tuesday, November 7
Your vofe is critical to protecting our environment

HOLIDAY POT LUCK DINNER

Saturday, December 16, 6 - 9 PM
The Commons, 2300 West Alamedn

There is a real treat in store at this year's Holiday Party!
Richard Bodner from the National Endowment for the
Humanities’ Chautauqua Program will perform "Aldo
Leopold: The Good Life — Witd Country, Conservation, and
Community.” The sheer pleasure of nature’s beauty will come
alive with "Alias Aldo™ as our wild-country guide. We will
soar on Leopold’s inspired Sand Country words; learn to think
like a mountain; and top out on a ridge for a fresh leok at
where we are, how we got here, and where we are heading,
Our exploration of "the good life” will draw a moving portrait
of the developing conservationist and New Mexico’s own
down-to-carth philosopher, from boyhood adventurer full of
wonder to modern land prophet.

Please bring enough servings of one of the following to
feed at least eight people: salads, cooked vegetables,
casseroles, meat dishes, breads, appetizers, dessetts, wine,
beer, & fruit juices. Ovens and refrigerator are avaitable for
warming or cooling items. Al serving ware is provided,

Any questions, call Ken Hughes (474-0550) or Norma
McCallan (471-0005). The Commons is 2.3 miles west of St.
Francis Drive at the comer of Camino Catlos Real — look
for the big 2300 on the wall and turn left.

Santa Fe Group of the Sierra Club
621 Old Santa Fe Trail - Suite 10 - Plaza Desira - Santa Fe - New Mexico - 87501
505 - 9832703

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR

Ken Hughes and Batbarn Johnson were pleased 10 be-in-San
Francisco at the Sierra Club's Annual Awards Banquet to pick up
the Ida and Denny Wilcher Award for Excelience in Fundraising for
the Sante Fe Group's Day Hikes in the Santa Fe Area. The Chapter
teccived a Speciat Achicvement Award for Spraw! Costs/Sprawl
Solutions, which was done with large contributions from Santa Fe
Group members Ken, Ed Moreno, and Barbara.

The Group is working on a couple of other reports to be
published within the next six months. However, while we are clearly
good in the publications arena, we don't plan on forsaking
grassroots activism. We have been aetively involved in the political
arena with the upcoming elections — endorsing candidates and
disseminating information about the candidates' voting records.
Thanks to our Politicat Chair Susan Martin and the Chapter's
Political Chair Jim Hannan {another Santa Fe Group mentber) for
their hard work in organizing us for this important clection.

We will also be gearing up for the next scssion of the New
Mexico Legislature in January. We expect a report on how that
session seems to be shaping up environmentally in the next Sierran.

Eleanor Eisemmenger has been following development issues i
the Santa Fe area and is actively recruiting volunteers for this
important work. Anyone who is Interested in attending City Council,
County Commission, or other related Jand usc meetings, reviewing
plans, etc,, pleasc call Eleanor (820-6401). Please also consider
attending the Transportation conference that Ken Huglics has been
organizing for the Chapter, December 4-5 at Plaza Resolana in
Santa Fe. For more information, contact Ken Hughes,
Transportation Chair, Rio Grande Chapter (474-0559)
1lesscar@netscape.net

Also, John Buchser has been dilipently following water issues in
Northern New Mexico. The fruits of some of his labors are on view
at the Water Potlucks he sponsors at his house the second Monday
of the month. See the schedule on these pages and consider
attending to learn more about water in your area.

GROUP AND CHAPTER ELECTIONS will be held in November
and December. Dnte to changes in the Group and Chapter Bylaws,
the Ballot for the Santa Fe Group ExCom election, along with the
candidates' stalements, will appear in the December issue of our
himonthly flyer, News of the Sante Fe Greup, which we expect you
will receive by the end of November. LOOK FOR IT. Please VOTE
in this efection. Your vote is important.

Doug Fraser

CONSERVATION CHAIR Ciiff Larsen

* Recently I'was appointed to the Resource Advisory Council
{“RAC™) to the Bureau of Land Management in New Mexico. This
15-member body brings together environmentalists, resource users
(ranchers, recreationists, etc.) and local governments to try 10 reach
a consensus as 1o how the BLM might satisfy the many demands on
its land holdings. The Rio Grande Chapter is fortunate to have
three of its activists as members of this group.

In mid-October the RAC met in Silver Springs for three days and
focused on large-seale open pit mining and the protection of the
Southwestern Willow Flycatcher. The topics were brought together,
as essential Fiycatcher habitat is owned by Phelps Dodge — one of
the largest copper producers in the country and the second largest
private employer in New Mexico. During this meeting, we also
moved forward on recommendations to deal with the growing
problem of land misuse by off-highway vehicles (OHV). The BLM is
cxpected to relcase its national OHV recommendations yet this year
and we hope to have some impact on those decisions.

The next RAC meeting is planned for Jate January in Socorro, a1
which time we will focus on fire issues {controlled burning, 1ree
thinning, ¢tc.). One of the topics that | expect we witl consider in
fueture meetings is the mining of sand and gravel and other buitding
materials on BLM land. This is particularly timely because of the
growing number of concerns cxpressed about this topic throughout
the state,

It is unfortunate that in New Mexico few countics have
promuigated regulations regarding sand and gravel mining, Some
that have, e.. Rio Arriba County, are reluctant to apply the
regulations they are worked so hard to create. The result is that alf
non-urban homeowners can find their peaceful rural setting
destroyed by a nearby mining operation. Agricultural zoning has
been no protection to homeowners. The Rio Grande Chapter has
decided, therefore, to make the creation of statewide sand and
gravel regulations a chapter priority.

We do not expect the creation of a new mining act 1o be an easy
task. Unlike the existing mining act, we wilt have 1o try to control
the off-site impacts of an opcration. Noise, dust, speeding gravel
trucks, noxious weeds and the like are as much the issues as
reclamation and water protection.

Our immediate task is to build a statewide network of volunteers.
If you can help or suggest someane clse who might be interested,
please contact us.
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SANTA FE GROUP OUTINGS

Sat Sun November 2000

4 Stephen Markowitz (983.282%) Moderate Hike Eagle Traps in
Bandelier. About cight miles, less than 500° elevation gain,
scrambling and a lol of off-trail. Leave 7:30 AM from Sierra
Club Office or meet at Ponderosa Campground at 8:30 AM.
Hike subject to change; call for update before 9 PM Nov, 3.

3 Victor Atyas (438-9434) Easy Hike to Tent Rocks near Cochiti.
About five miles, Some scrambling and off-trail. Meet leader
in the parking lot in front of Wallgreens at Villa Linda Mall at
9 AM (look for marcon Cherokee).

st Art Judd (982-3212) Moderate Hike near Santa Fe, Lve 8 AM,

Marcia Skiltman (820-6654) Strenucus Hike to Cabezon

volcanic plug north of Bernalillo. About 5 miles, 1500

elevation gain, but has veriical hand-and-foot rock climbing

and exposure to falling. Must call for reservation.

Lionel Soracco (9583.6715) Moderate X.Country Ski Trip

probably in Ski Basin ~ gy Moderate Hike with dogs if no snow

~ call to find out which, Leave 8 AM.

Easy Hike into the Santa Fe Watershed Ploase cali 954-7120

1o reserve a spot.

19  Norma McCallan (471-G005) Moderate Hike to Cerro Pelado

southeast of Atalaya Mtn, under five miles but steep, about

1500' elevation gain. Dogs OK., Leave 9 AM.

Norbert Sperlick (983-1962) Moderate Hike to Buckman Mesa,

Otowi Peak, and blowhole. About 6 miles RT, 1100 elevation

gain, rough terrain, steep climb. Call for reservation.

David Bryant (1-505-757-3477) Strenuous Hike to Rancho

Viejo from Ski Basin area, 12 miles, 2800° clevalion gain.

Alternate destination if snow. Leave 9 AM. Must call for

reservation.

18

18

26

ATTENTION: Local newspapers do not always provide information
{accurate or otherwise) about upcoming hikes. If you intend to goon a
Sierra Chub outing, keep this page as reference.

Sot Sup- Janusry 2001 .- HAPPY. NEW YEAR- ... ..
Monday, Fanvary 1, 2001
Marsha Skitlman (820-6654) Celebrate the New Year with a
Moderate Spowshoe Hike up Ravens Ridge. Fabulous views!
Hike if no snow. Leave 9 AM. Calt Marsha for details.
6 Lione! Soracco (983-6715) Moderate X-Country Ski TFrip if
there is snow, otherwise moderate hike. Leave 8 AM.

7 Norbert Sperlich (983-1962) Moderate Hike into Domé
Wilderness, trail conditions permitting, Rough terrain. Call for
reservation. Leave 8:30 AM.

13 Lionel Soracco (983-6715) Moderste X-Country Ski Trip if
snow is good, otherwise moderate hike. Leave 8 AM.
Tobin Oruch (820-2844) Moderate Hike near La Bajada. Dogs
allowed. Leave 9 AM. Call for reservation.
Bob McKee {672-3426) Moderate Hike on mesa top south of
White Rock. 8 miles RT. Dogs aflowed, Mect leader at 9 AM
in White Rock at Smith's Supermarket or carpool from Santa
Fe at 8 AM.
Nopme McCallan (471-0005} Easy/Moderate Hike. Dogs
allowed. Call for details. Leave 9:30 AM.
Stephen Markowitz (983-2829) Moderate Hike in Bandelier,
Leave 8 AM. Call leader for update on trail conditions.
Gordon Spencer (672-3707) X-Country Ski Workshop for skiers
with limited expericnce who want to impeove their techniques,
including downhill, speed control, and confidence in back-
country touring. Call by Janvary 25 for reservation. Time
permitting, lessons will be followed by a short ski tour,
David Bryant (1-505-757.3477) Moderate Hike on Rail Trail.
Leave 9 AM.

14

z1
27

27

28

Snt Sun December

2 Bob McKee (672-3426) Moderate Hike to Ancho Rapids. 6
miles RT, 1000" elevation pain. Dops allowed. Meet leader at
9 AM in White Rock at Smith's Supermarket or carpool from
Sanda Fe at 8 AM. Call if not [amiliar with hike.

3 Jeff Jones (466-2389} Easy Hike on Falls Trail (Bandelier).
Kids welcome. Leave 9 AM.

9 Lionel Soracco ( 983-6715) Moderate X-Country Ski Trip if
snow is good, otherwise moderate hike. Leave 8 AM. Call for
reservation.

10 Marsha Skillman (820-G654) Exploratory Snowshee Trip in
Jemez — great chance for beginners {o try out this exciting
sport. Leave 9 AM. Call Marsha for details. Hike if no snow.

16 Tabin Orach (820-2844) Moderate Hike to Glorieta Ghost
Town. Dogs allowed. Leave 9 AM. Call [or reservalion.

17 Victor Atyas (438-9434) Easy Hike to Cerrillos Hills. Meet at
Villa Linda Mall pkg lot in front of Walgreens. Leave § AM,
Steplien Markowitz (983-2629) Muderate Hike to Bayo
Canyon/Otowi Ruins. 8 miles RT, 500 clevation gain. Mosily
off-trail, some rough terrain. Leave 8:30 AM. Call for update
on trail conditions.

Norma McCalinn (471-0005) Easy Hike on Nun's Corner Loop.

BProgs ckay. A few steep spots. Wear boots, Leave 9:30 AM,

Lionel Soracco (983-6715) Moderate X-Country Ski Trip if

there is srow, otherwise moderzie hike. Leave 8 AM. Call for

reservation.

Norbert Sperlich {983-1962) Moderate Hike in Caja del Rio,

road cenditions permitting. Rough terrain. Leave 8:30 AM.

Call for reservation.

30

31

PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE OGUTINGS LEADER
PRIORTO A HIKE /
FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.

Most especially call the leader for X-country ski or snowshoe
outings, not oniy to find out about snow conditions, but to be sure
that you have the proper equipment and conditioning.

Outings Notes - Unless ctherwisa noted, alf cutings leave from the Siena office, 621 Oid
Santa Fe Trell, "Plaza Desira," just south of Kaune's Grecery at tha corner of Cld SF Trail
and Paseo de Peralla. Carpooling will be arzanged. Each hiker should come prepared to
pey 5 o mile 1o the drivor of the cez in which sthe tides, Bring a lunch, water, sturdy
hiking boats or shoes, and clolhing stitable for the weather - leadar reserves the right to
tum away anycne whosa equipment or exp 73, unsui Leader has right
to alter destination of hike or cancel tip due to westher, untaverable conditions, or
insutficlentnumbers of participants. Unaccompanied mincrs must havawritton permiseion
from parents oz guardians 16 participaie; permission foims are avallsble atthe Siorra Club
office. Dogs not parmitted on hikes unless noted otherwise. Telophons leader for details
of the Individual hike,

THANKS TO ALL FOR A GOOD YARD SALE!

Thank you to the many who donated goods for our yard sale on
August 30. And thanks 1o those volunteers who helped out in
pricing, tending tables, or ferrying items to the site: Dee Sands,
Kathy and Doug Fraser, Ned Sudborough, Bernard Preskin, Carol
Owens, Linda and John Buchser, Steve Markowitz, Bob McKee,
and Norma McCallan. A, special thank you 1o Pastor Rime and his
wife Joyce for allowing us to use the spacious parking lot at their
Lutheran Church of the Servant on Rodeo Road for the sale.

GROUP COMMITIEE MEETING DATES
Group Executive Commillee: Group Conservalion Commitiee:
Tuesday, Becember 4, 6:30 PM Tuesday, November 28, 7 PM
Tuesday, January 2, 6:30 PM Tuesday, December 19, 7 PM
Water Pot-Luck (John Buchser's house):
Monday, November 13, 6:30 PM
Monday, December 11, 6:30 PM,

¢ ¢ SANTA FE GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ 4

Chair — Doug Fraser * 474-7615 1 662-4104 fax
Vice-Chair — Barbara Johason * 4065-4935 lunah3@aol.com
Secretary/Trens «~ Lionel Soracco 083-6715

Gwen Wardwelt *

Political Committee—Susan Martin®
Membership —Nomma MeCallan®
Newsletter/Publicity — Kay Carlson
Phone Tree — Dee Sands

438-3060 edenland @earthlink.net
988-5206 smartin(@lant.gov

471-0005 ninccallan@mindspring.com
982-3926 kearlsonwp@eanthlink.ret
455-3005

Chapter Rep — Doug Fraser* 474-7615
Qutings — Norbert Sperlich 9831962
w~ Tobin Gruch 820-2844 oruch@lanlgov

Conservation — Clilf Earsen**
Mining ~— Cliff Larsen*
Water-John Bucliser*

National Parks-Courtney White®
Rangelands-Roger Poterson
Susininability-Barbara Johnson*

466-2128 clarsenl@ix.refcam.com
466-2128

820-0201 jbuchser@earthilink.net
082-5502 wldwst@rt66.com
9837559 rogpeie@aol.com

466-4935 funah3@aol.com

S¥ Natlonal Foresl-Greg Pollak 988-7650
Carson Nat'l Foresl-George Grossman 982-1024
Activist Outings-Norma MceCallan * 471-0005  sunecallon@mindspring.com
Growth-Tleanor Bisenmenger * 320-6401

* Menmber of the SF Group Executive Commiltee
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Central New Mexico Group News

Senator Reid's gut reaction to
"the guvnuh's" conservation ethic
should be a wake-up call for Sierrans.
Senator Reid is far from uncompromis-
ing in his own environmental beliefs;
thus, the intensity of even his fear of an
administration led by "the guvnuh®
clearly demonstrates that we truly are
facing the devil this election year.

The Sierra Club has endorsed
Al Gore nationally and the Central NM
Group has endorsed John Kelly in our
own district. We absolutely must get to
the polls on election day and put votes
behind those endorsements.

Gw

We are atso facing chapter and group
elections. Chapter nominations and
the chapter ballot are elsewhere in this
issue. Meanwhile, Cecily Vix, Ed
Sullivan, and Richard Barish have nom-
inated five (5] candidates for our group
excom, specifically Steve Capra, Kellie
Goudreau, Matt Lasek, Jay Morrow,
and Jim O'Denneli. Statements are
provided below and the group ballot is
on the opposite page. Youarg -
askad to vote for no more than three (3) candi-
daies. Fillin your nasme, address and Siemra Club
# (the eight digit norber on your mailing labed),
and mail the ballot 10 Richand Barish, 3935
Andersen SE, Albuquerque, NM 87108, Please
do not include this ballot with the Chapler ballot.

StEPHEN CAPRA!

I feel the Sierra Club is a vital link in our
state's environmental protection. In £990,
I walked, from Mexico to Canada along the
Continental Divide, to raise awareness for
Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
This hike allowed me to see the "on the
ground” condition of our range, timber, and
wildlife resources. As a result, 1 strongly
support adding more wilderness areas
within our state, especially in Jess protect-
ed desert arcas, and demanding more envi-
ronmental accountability from our elected
officials. I am currently the Media
Coordinator  for the New Mexzico
Wilderness Alliance and the Southwest
Forest Alliance. If given the chance, I look
forward 1o helping the Sierra Club become
an even stronger voice In New Mexico.

Krrur GOUDREAU:

I view the Sierra Club as vitally
important to preserving our state’s
wildlands and 1o keeping an envi-
ronmental voice in the community-
at-large. [ am currently majoring in
Conservation Biology at UNM and
have spent the past several years
volunteering with the Sierra Club
and the National Parks, spending
my free time hiking and camping
throughout the West. 1 feel sirong-
ly about protecting wilderness in
our state, which in my opinion New
Mexico is clearly lacking, and about
working towards a more sustainable
Rio Grande watershed, My hus-
band and I recently bought a home
in Albuquerque and look forward to
becoming a stronger part of this
wonderful community. 1 hope to
work hard for you as a member of
the Central NM Group Excom.

MarT LASEK:

It appears that we hadn't received
Matt's stalemeat by our printing
deadline; however, he has been

“George W. Bush speaking on the environment is like Joseph Stalin talking about human rights.”
«United States Senator Harry Reid respending to “the guvnuh's” catf for “commonsense conservationism™

active with a group known as
Citizen Action to Clean Up Sandia Labs.

Jay Morrow:

T have many frons in the hre; but, this iron
would be an opportunity for me to give a
little back to the environmental movement
that has given plenty to me. I work in the
Solid Waste industry as a waste reduction
professional. Every day, my work brings
me in contact with some fine folks whose
passion in life seems to be resource conser-
vation and environmental protection, Iam
currently serving as waste reduction issue
chair and President of the Board of the
New Mexico Recycling Coalition and
would like to be part of the Central NM
Group Excom. I think T could add to the
mix and maybe help light a fire under our
membership.

Jmi O'DoNNELL:

I feel that the Sierra Club has the potential
to positively impact the environmental
landscape of the state, I have worked asa
wilderness activist and organizer in New
Mexico for several years, am a native of
this area and know it wel?, will soon grad-
uate from UNM with a master's degree in

Natural Resource Planning, and have
worked with local communities on Jand-
scape restoration and ecological health
monitoring. I am deeply committed to
wilderness and endangered species protec-
tion. I {eel the Rio Grande watershed is
endangered and that we must work
towards ils restoration. 1 feel I would be a
valuabie addition to the Group Excom.

As afinal note, I have reached a stdge
in my life in which, overloaded with
commitments, I must select the most
productive use of every last bit of my
time and energy. Thus, with this elec-
tion, I must regretfully relinquish my
position on the excom and the next
issue of the newsletter witl have a bit of
a new look as well. Good luck to alk of
you and remember that, if we expect
that people more committed to the
environment than Al Gore or John
Kelly are going to be elected this year,
we will be kidding ourselves. If we fail
to go to the polls or fail to vote for Al
and John, we will be failing ourselves.

GV
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:Room :8B106 -of “TVI's - Smith-Brasher Hall at 717

ill; teach us’how vie ‘can live life more simply. He is
. cm::les a:aund Alhuquerque to.

HERE WE COME A- WASSAIL!NG at our Hohdny szy'
Join the Central NM Group of the Sierra Club in celebrating
the holidays or Sunday, December 171h at 5PM at the lome of
Martin  Heinrich and Julic Hicks, 3817 Simms SE.,
Albuquerque, 232-7151.

fjom Us at 7 UOPM on Tuesday, November 14, .P.GUD in ’

University SE for a presentation by Jay Morrow of tlie ;
:Rm Grande Chaptcr s:Waste Reduction Commitlee. jay

@ L TNRPN

Member  Spouse

CHECK THE BOX TO INDICATE YOUR VOTE

'NonﬂNATEn BY THE Comn'n‘nn.
' Steve Capra et e s e e

:"':_Kellre Goudreau PSR ._:'." ..

"‘Mull ia Richard Bozish, 3935 Andersan SE, Alhuguenque, NM smg

..Sandias, =

_teffail ﬁlong the way. Dress for
ather. _B:j;ng _bqot_g, v_vater,and lunch.

~been

Dnve 150
mlies RT.::Forest service land near the .-
1d road®to Cuba contains an interest-
ng: hogback with ‘near vertical uplifts,
rock'garderis® {~2 miles). “After’
will hop atross the road to a
_ tract “of BLM land and look
or: hoodoos’ and “artifacts (4-5 ‘miles).

Dress for weather Bnng boots water

- “mpxinium, Starting in December, T will
.. do‘a local ‘hike near Albuguergue each
* month;’ aimed at-half day outings,
“Possibilities include’the Eye of Carnuel,
1., Juah ’Ihbo or.Del Agua Canyons in the
: ‘Petroglyph  NM, - or
" :¥olcanos, - Sleep in, meet late, aﬂd grab
! blte afterwards : R

"I‘OM PETENCIN \_'.'1].1 a]_so be leading five
‘Desert, Exploratory Hikes - over the
mext couple of months. These unigue oo
- hikes will visit some of New Mexico's
most beautiful Jandscapes hidden in its
Strangely eroded and
colorful rocks, badiands, precipitous
cliffs, outstanding vistas, mysterious
narrow and winding canyons, archeo-
-logical sites, petrified forests and other
fossils, historie Inscriptions, stone tools,
pottery, pictographs, and petroglyphs
are some of the discoveries that have,
‘made |
Explurarory Hihes in the past

desert places.

. These hlkES are not phys:ca[ly deﬁcult
but will requiire a sense of ad\renture_
_‘on the part of the participants, There |

~will farely be a trail and the rosite will =
be’ very rocky and uneven'at times;’
sometimes scrembling “over ‘rock - sur-

. faces [non-techiical - climbing| anr.i
“walking narrow ledges aEthough thJs is

quite often optional. Typical distance

.. traveled is between 4 and 8 miles and

meetmg tlme “and’ we usually gam less than 1000’ of ele-
8 miles, - slow pace,

vation.
Drive; 40 miles RF )

The dates for these hikes are Nov 4, 11,
and 18; all Saturdays and Dec 3 and 17;
:both Sundays, Contact Tom Petencin at
255-1497 or tompetengjuno.com as
early as the Wednesday before the hike
for specific hike information, [ocation,
and meeting time. Meeting times will
vary from 8:30aM. to 10:00aM. The
-meeting place will always be the

Smith’s at Carlisle and Menaul, nearest

to Carlisle,. T

the:

=i

The -Desert Exploratory Hikes will be
joint outings with OQAFS [Outdoor
‘Adventures for Singles).

For more information on what is hap--
pening in the Sierra Club, locally or
nationally, you can subscribe to the
SlerraNews e-mail Mst through John
Buchser at jbuchser@earthlink.net or
you can visit the Sierra Club website at
www.sierraclub.org.

on - Tom's’ Desert

aw

smaN dnoao ooﬁlgxew MoN [ellua)
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The Lorax - El Paso Group

Guest Editorial
A Short History of Water in El Paso
by Leon Metz

Thants to writer and historian Metz for permission to print fis
commentary.

As this column is being wristen, a froni-page headline of the El Puso
Times siates: “Basile for Water Intensifies.” And the baule really is
on., During the next 20 years, and peghaps beyond, El Pasoans are
going to read a lot of hieadlines similar o (his. | suspect we are going
(o see ourselves (El Paso and Judrez) as frequent, reluctant guesis on
(he national evening news, and being ciled as bad examples of cilies
that did not know when 1o pull the plug on growth.

“T'he ancient Tndians generally had sufficient water. It wasn't pure by
our standards. but it heiped them survive 1o old age, which was
around 30. The earby setilers 21so wortied about supply as well as
quaiity. Thus every male inn E1 Paso took his yearly twm at cleaning
the irrigation ditches...which is where the drinking water uswally
came from. We also dida’t have yasds or grass. Except fur a couple
of parks, such green benefits dyring thase years wauld have been an
unbelicvable wasle of resources.

Most of our eatly drinking water came in barrels from the river or the
ditches. Later we boughs it off Demning wagaons plying the streels.
Until than we thought all water tasted awfal.

Farms in those days weee not so much fatms as orchards: pears,
peaches, apples. Fusthermere. the river twisted arid turned toward the
Gulf. in the process obscuring the international boundary and
crealing a waler-wasting beoad swath of swamps and thickets,

A 1905 treaty erased {hose curves, and similar aclion in New Mexico
and Colorade crealed a Rio Grande as listle more than a tong dilch
fram nosthern Colorado 1o the Gulf. Farming as we now know it
\mushroomied as irrigation became as simple as gowging out 2
chanmel. [n 1906, we signed an unegual (for Mexice) waser-sharing
agrezment. Elephant Brne dam opened around 1915,

iy 1933 we signed the Rectification Treaty. The Canalization Peoject
went inta effect in 1936, Cabailo Dam epened, All these agreements
and projects made modern farming whal it is today. It brought
unexcedled prosperity to the El Paso Southwest. H has also brought
us our presenl perilous waler position.

Realizing the oceasional vnreliabifity of the Rio Grande, we drilled
and found some pretty good water in the Flueco Bolson. Even though
we suspected it wouldsy't Jast forever. the aptimist in us whispered

“ceck and ye will find.” The optimist made us believe that our water
supply - divided between the ground, the occcasional rainfall and the
Rio Grande, plus 2 few nifty purchases like those from Dell City -
would give us an everlasting water supply.

We were wiong.

All of these water outlets permitted El Pase and Judrez to grow from
2 couple of middling bordes towns into the huge horder mesropolis
that we are now,

That's the upside

The downside is that eur two cities, in reaching for greatness, have
stretched water capabilities to the Jimil. While the experts have done
\miracles, water is not a rubber band. As a resource, it is capable of
miraculous things, but forever sustainiap fanmns, plus a steadily
increasing population and a wider indostrial base arc not three of
them.

Now is not the fime to pray for more waler because water will only
encourage motg growth. So pipelings to the Mississippi, or icebergs
{owed to Southem Califotnia, or massive snowfalls in (he Rockies
are nol answers.

They will merely shift the day of reckoning anto the next generalion.

Inslead. now is the time to realize that life bas it limitations, and in
Ihe Southwest, waler is one of them,

We either adjust and cut back, or we move,

PR IUT I IRARUTS

o ‘
Sierra Club - El Paso Regional Group Directory (Area Code 915) 1
Executive Committee ¢y Chapler Rep .- (y Grazing
Chair L Ted Mertig: 852-3011 (_]\-’ Ted Mertig: 852-3011
" Lanrence Gibson: 594-7342 - ; tmertig@carthlink net i tmcrllg.@ennh-lmk.nct
lgibson @utep.cdu <~y Chapter Rep - Alternate "y Inner City Qutings
Vice Chair . Sally 8. Savage: 833-6899 _“.’ Ted Mertig: 852-30(1
3 i) : :
Jamic Newlin; 584-1471 B Project Chairs v thc:[g@:f.:anhhnk.nct
. . : I embership
chactura@juno.com : ) Endangered Specics/ (_)' od Mertig'lﬁiz-SOH
Secretary v Habitat Sy -
Ann Falknor: 833-9162. : Liz Walsh: 584-147§ O ) lmcrl:g@.eflrihlnfk.nct
afalknor@prodigy.net ¢ 3 cwalsh@utep.cdu i, MUIR Mailing List
LORAX Editor Yg i Laurence Gibson: 594-7342
. Laergy Ll fgibson@utep.edu
. { : 833- [ . - ' .
Sally S. Savage: 833-6899 _ Sally S. Savage: 833-6899 -, Tod Mertig: 852:3011
Members ) Environmental Center . o imerlig@earthlink.net
Ted Mertig: 852-30k11 /y John Sprouk: 545-5157 O Qutings
tmerlig @earthlink.net O jsproul@utep.cdu o . .
. e - Laurence Gibson: 594-7342
Slurlc'y .Phiihps. 72-6503 E‘_,: Forest Organizer (r-? |gibson @utcp.edy
sphillip@elp.rr.com () JamicNewlin: 584-1478 (3" Rollin Wickenden; 532-9645
Liz Walsh: 584-1471 I chaclura@juno.com - o (leave message)
ewalsh@utep.edu T . . Oy
o Franklin Mountains ; Programs
Administration ‘) John Sproul: 545-3157 O Open
Treasurer o ‘ jsproul@uicp.edu . }r', Wel Master
Kathy Sunday: 584-9301 o 7;  Terry Sunday: 584-9301
sundayt@zianct.com - Y sundayl @zianct.com
\
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Candidates Nominated for El Paso Ex Com

The candidates for the Executive Commitice of the El Paso Regional
Group of the Sicrra Club have been named. Laurence Gibson,
Shitley Phillips, Jamie Mewlin and Ted l\.icnig ate all ronning for re-
election. Jehn Walton has alse declared as a candidate. Four seats
will be filled.

Ballals for the local election are scheduled 1o be mailed on
November 10. The last day to return ballols is Decernber 31, Ballats
will be counted on Jannary 13, 2001, at 6:00 PM at Jaxon's
Restaurant, 1135 Airway in El Paso. All members are invited to attend,

ICO News
Ly Mary Lou Parker

ICO Hikes in Moonlight and Rides among the
Chiles

Moonlight Madness

Tt wasn't Halloween yet. but an eesie feeling enveloped the six Inner
City Outing (1CO) participants on Sepr 13 as they deseended from
Camariche Peak by the fight of 1he full moon, The Franklin
Meuniains escapade was ied by Richard Rheder with Life
Management Cenler (LMC) staffers Javier Loya, Ivan Velez, Laura
MNunez and volunteer lan Hanra and two youngsters. They ascended
ly way of the Trail of a Thousand Steps and eame down the “C”
road. Richard reported they were "practically giddy™ with the theill
of seeing (he lights of Bt Paso and Juidrez and with the freedom of
being at the tep of the city.

Bicycling Event

The Chile Pepper Chaflenge on Sep 24 in the Rio Grande River's
Upper Valley was the culination of a summer of training rides
every Monday moring. Three youths and Masy Lo Parker rode a
half metric century (32 wiles) while neophyte rider Laura came in at
a quarter metric century. Richard and Ivan pushed larder, paining 55
miles. an the Upper Valley route threugh cotton fickds, chife fiekds,
pecan groves and the Rio Grande. One youth gained the distinction
cing the youngest 4o finish the. 100-mile side. He was,
accompanicd y adull volinicer. Kevin Sylvester bt e lefr Kevin
in a cloud of dust after a mile. Kevin had the distinetion of being the
lasl peeson 1o make it back on that centery route. Iis arrival caused a
raend of applause and invitations to “take a victery lap™ which he
declined, preferring a chair 1o his less-than-comfortable bicycle seat
altes so many miles. Another round of applause is due Lo Apple for
her dilipent SAG wagon servive.

Hiking to the Caves

Th next weekend Richard, Ivan, Birgit Alonso, ani two aclult
volunicers climbed with eight youths up to Aziec Caves, traversed
Mundy Gap, and visited Cotlonwoad Spring in the Franklin
Muountaing. Ajthouph the hike was less than five miles, the group
played games, invesligated reptiles (both alive and dead), and feund
a few cactus spines 10 make the event an all-day affair. Cottonwood
Spring was such a contrast 10 fhe surrounding desert Iandscape, with
green grass, Fittle walerfalls and large trees, that it was a wonderful
Tesson on how water changes the ccology of the repion.

Upcoming Meeting

‘The Steering Conunitiee of 1CO will meet at 6:30 PM, Nov 7, at Life
Management Center, Znd floor, 8929 Viscount Bivd. Anyone whe
wishes (o help intcoduce youths 1o the wilderness and eavirerinenlat
education is welconze. Contact Ted Mertig, chair, at 852-3041.

Outings (Area Code 915)

Nov 4-5: GMNP Carcamp/Fall Color Day Hike

Place: Guadalupe Mouniains National Park south of Carlsbad. NM
Class: Easy

Length: 7 miles

Elevation gain: None

Leader; Carolina Greenfield: 594-7342 (H}

You must nol miss the fall foliage al eur nearest national park. Color
is usually at its height on this weekend. We wilk be leaving midday
Saturday for the two-hour drive out east and up Guadalupe Pass o
Pine Springs Cawpground. Since this will be high scason early
amrival will be necessary to secure a campsite in the park! Salurday
evening will offer opportunities for camaraderie and stargazing if the
weather cooperates. Sunday early we'll drive to McKiwrick Canyon
for the [eisurely walk up to the Grotto where we will have a gourmet
picaiic, enjoying the falk colors and pristine tipatian areas.

Nov 11-12: Full Moon Backpack

Place: White Sands Matioral Monument

Closs: Easy

Length: 2 miles

Elevation gain: Noeng

Leader: Lavrence Gibson: 594-7342 {H)

Here is an casy backpack quite suitable for beginners. Most of us
have visited the YWhite Sands by day or even alterdetd the evening
lecture at full moon, but how many of us have slept oul in the dunes
under the full meon? 1t bas been years since we last sponsored this
outing. The White Sands Nalicnal Monument staff advises arriving
as carly as possible after noon to secure one of the 1en backcountry
sites. Willt six people per site and a quarter mile between sites we
should be able 1o find togetherness and space, tog.

Nov 18-19: Bud’s Hole Backpack

Place: Gita Wilderness
Class: Moderate
Lengtl: 12.6 miles
Elevation gain: 300 feet
Leader: Rellin Wickenden:

532-9645 (leave message)
In western patlance a hole can be anything from a huge verdant plain
with water like Jackson Hole's Snake River to a more intimate cotner
where a river or creek akes a sharp turn, creating deep pools ina
canyon corner like at Bud's Hole. This trip offers direct access 1o
onc of the less-traveled areas of our beloved Gila. We will depast E1
Paso Friday afternoon and drive 1o $he traithead 1o car camp. Op
Saturday, we will hike wrails 153 and 189 to Bud’s [ole on Mogollea
Creek. Trail 153, the Seventyfour Mountain Trail, is one of the mosl
scenic in the Gila Wilderness, offering fine views of Shelley Peak,
Mogolfon Peak, and Lookaut Mountain, At mile 5.4, the trail drops
{0 a small saddle and the junction with trail 189, which we will
follow into the fiole. Our campsite witl be near water. Nightlime
temperatures may be below freezing. Come enjoy a pleasant autumn
weekend in a remole corner of the Gita Wildemess.

Mov 26: B-36 Crash Site Day Hike

Place: Franklin Mountains State Park

Cluss: Moederate

Length: 2 miles

Elevation gain: £,000 feet

Leader: Terry Sunday: 584-9301 (H)

December 11, 1953 was cloudy in El Paso, with intermittent snow
showers. A low overcast hid the upper slopes of the Franklin
Maunlains as a glant len-engived Strategic Air Command B-36D
boinber approached 1o land at Bigps Feld. Tragically, duc to a
navigational error, the aircraf was west of Lhe mousiains, rather than
cast, as il descended in the clouds, We'll never knosw the fnal split
second before the huge bomber hit onyiclding pranite a fes hundred
feet below the ridge. There were no survivors, The Air Force quickly
cleared most of the wreckage from the crash sile, but some paris
remain, including propellers, jet engines and landing gear. Join us for
this firsi-lime-gver hike to the site. It's o steep, rugged off-trail
scramble up a rocky gully, so wear good boots and be prepared to get
scratched and abraded. Participalion is limited and biking experience
is required. Call early te neserve a space.

Mar 18-23(?): Bright Angel/Tonto/Hermit Trail Loop
Backpack

Place; South Rim of Grand Canyon National Pack, Arizona
Class: Strenuous
Length: 24+ miles
Elevation loss/gain: 4540 feet
Leader: Rollin Wickenden:

532-9645 (leave message}
In March 1995, an intrepid group from the El Paso Sierra Club set
out 1o hike this challenging route, but were thwarted by torrential
rains that washedd out the Bright Angel Trail, ladian Gardens
Campsite, and broke the main svater pipeline carrying water ta the
South Rim. In March 2001, an equally intrepid group will altempt
this challenging foute again, hiking in the opposite dircction. This
trip will be a 5 day backpack trip, speading 4 nights in the Grand
Canyon at differert backeountry campsites. Campsites will be near
water sources on each night but one: On the second day of the
backpack, participanis must be able te carry up 1o 2 gaklons of water.
Participants must be experienced backpackers, Eauniliar with the
chatlenges of desert backpacking and carrying sufficient water for
the night and rext day. Pasticipanls must be willing te contribute
$20.00 towards the cost of the non-refundable backcountry permit.
The dates of this trip may change based on what permil is issued.
Reservations are required immediately.

Rio Grande Sierran—Page 17

dno.r) osed |3 - Xelo 8yl

—



Group News

The Log--So.New Mexico

Rio Grande Updat

Several projects are underway or pending that could have a major effect on the Rio Grande in
southern New Mexico and west Texas. Here's an update.

El Paso-Las Cruces Regional Water Project.

damn the river, full speed ahead

This project (aka the “El Paso pipeline”) is
almost o done deat, which is a mixed blessing for the
river. An 800-page draft Environmental Impact State-
mene (DEIS) for the project was released in Apsil, fol-
lowed by a 68-day public comument pesicd.

Despite complaints from SWEC and others that 80 days
was not enough time for mere mortals to read and com-
prehend liis lengthy, technical document, no exien-
sion was granted by the [ead federal agency, the U.S.
Section—Intemational Bouadary and Water Commis-
sion (TBWC). Acomment pesiod extension was geanted,
however, and a hastily organized public meeting held,
for the residents of the Hatch, New Mexico area, who
were mad as homets when they leamed that a water
treatment plant would be built on some local farmland
as part of the project.

Thankfully, the pipeline iden is dead (but like Phoe-
nix, could rise from the ashes to become & blight on
the landscape). The new proposal would use the river
instead of a pipeline 1o convey water (now there's an
ideal), In the process it would reestablish year-round
flows hetween Caballo Dam and Anthony, Texas—the
site of a new water treaiment plant, Although the re-
sulting loss of shorebird habitat is aconcern, the resto-
ratien of winte flows through this reach is welcome.

The bad news is that he praject would reduce flows in
the Rio Grande below El Paso substantially, (by 18-28
percent, according 1o the project DEIS). The siver be-
low El Paso desperately needs more water, not less, so
in this sense the project would be a step in the wrong
direetion. Incredibly, the DEIS does not acknowledge
the deptetion of flows in the river as a significant im-
pact,

The release of a final EIS, scheduled for September,
has been delayed by action from an unexpected quar-
ter, The Tigua Indians of Isletz del Sur Pueblo filed o
tawsuit to hatt the project. They felt they had not been
adequately consulted, and were alse concermned about
the impact of the project on flows in a stretch of the
river below El Paso used for ceremonial purposes.

IBWC is meeting privately with the Tiguas to resolve
these issucs, and expects a final EES to be released in
fate November, with a final record of decision dug by
year’s end. Whether the final EIS will address the is-
sues raised by SWEC and otfier river advocates remains
to be seen. More lawsuits could be in the works.

A Rigger Box for IRWC?

Meanwhile, IBWC is preparing another en-
vironmental impact statement, this one an its mannge-
ment of the river in southern New Mexico. (Never one
to hide behind euphemisms, the IBWC refers to this
stretch of river as the “Canalization Project.”) The
IBWC has hired Parsons Engineering from Austin,
Texas to analyze the impacts of IBWC's mowing,
dredging, grazing and levee maintenance and other
management aclivities on the environmert.

The EIS will also examine alternative ap-
proaches to providing flood protection and water de-
livery hat are less destructive and more compatible
with river restoration, such as moving levees fusther
from the river, cntering into cooperalive agreements
with adjacent landowners, and even acquiring addi-
ticnal right-of-way.

The EIS process could be the most significant oppor-
tunity for restoring the Rie Grande yet. Already, Par-

sons has identificd numerous sites where aquatic and ||

riparian restoration projects could be undertaken with-
out compromising IBWC's mission. Unfortunately,
IBWC has hinted that it’s preference i5 to continue
doing mose of the same, only doing those “enhance-
ment” projects that can be casily accommodated on
IBWC’s existing right-of-way between the fevees, i.e.
continuing to think “inside the box.”

The problem with this appreach is that it avoids deal-
ing with a fundamental impediment to testoring the
Ric Grande to ecological health: a fleodplain tlat has
been artificially narrowed from several miles in width
to a few hundsed yards between levees. The Boundary
Commission has to find ways to widen that floodplain
if there is to be any hope of restoring the diversity of
aquatic habitals—and species—ceomimon to the Rio
Grande before the agency straitjacketed the riverinthe
1930s.

The process has 2 long ways 10 go. Alteraatives are not
scheduled to be firslized until next Fanuary, and the
DEIS won't be released until the Fall. Determined par-
ticipation in the process by river advacates is needed,
SWEC and the Alliance for the Rio Grande Heritage,
of which both SWEC and thie Rio Grande Chapter are
mesmbers, intend to make participation in this process
a very high priority.

Stop before they sue us again

IBWC holds the key to restoring habitats
along the river, but another federal agency, the Bureau
of Reclamation, controls the waler. Ever since Elephant
Butte Dam was completed in 1916 the Burcau has
managed the timing 2nd amount of flows te meet dowa-
stream irrigation needs in soutlern New Mexico and
west Texas as part of the Rio Grande Project.

The Bureat curtails dam releases and essentially tums
the river off every winter because farmers don’t need
¢r want water delivered between Oclober and Febri-
ary. The Bureau's intentionat drying up of the river,
year after year after year, has been devastating to the
river ecosysterm, yet it has never cousidered other ways
of doing business as required by federal Taw.

Now, for the first time, the Bureau is reviewing the
totality of its activities in the upper Rio Grande Basin
through a process known as the Upper Rio Grande
Basin Water Operations Review (URGWOPS). This
review will evaluate enviroamental impacts of the
agency’s actions ond determine how the Burcau and
other agencies can use their existing water operations
authorities 10 help meet the water needs of all users,
including endanpered species.

Sounds great, cxcept that (e Bureau won't be doing it
for the river below Caballo (except with respect to flaod
controt, a relatively minor part of its activitics). The
resson? The Bureau claims that litigation with which

it is involved prevents consideration and even public
discussion of its operation of the Rie Grande Project.

This argurnent rings hietlow for several reasons, First,

the litigation referred to by the Bureaw is a moving

targel, At first the Bureau pointed to the so-called “guiet
title™ Iawsuit and its associated gag order, but that case
has been dismissed. Now the problem scems to be with
a lawsuit recently filed by Elephant Butte Irigation
District challenging the Bueeau's autherity 1o operate
the Rio Grande Peaject without a signed agreement with
the irrigation districts. (EB1D has made no seeret of its
contempt for all things fecderal with respect to opera-
tion of the project.)

Secandly, lawsuits are a fact of life in the water busi-
ness in this region, particularly on the Rio Grande where
the stakes are so hiph. For the Bureau 1o argue that jt
can’t change anything until litigation rns its course is
simply an excuse to never change.

Finally, litigation js not preventing the Bureat from
going forward with URGWOPS on the middle Rie
Grande, even though it is involved with at least one
tawsuit up there over the silvery minnow (SWEC and
the Sierra Club are among the co-plaintiffs) in which a
gag order has becn issued.

S$WEC and the Alliance for the Rio Grande Heritage

_ intend to petition the Bureau toinclude the Rio Grande

Project in URGWOPS, Failing that, the Burcau may
be faced with another Jawsuit, but this time “doing
nothing” won't b an option.

Growth: wet dreams versus desert realities

it's instructive to Jook at several possible allemative
scenacios for the future of the Paso del Norte arca in
light of available water resqurees.

Next Page
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In practical terms, the Rie Grande is the region’s only
renewable water sousce, Of the area's twe major aqui-
fers, one—the Hucco Bolson—is clearly being mined
and will soon be cconomically exhausted, while the
other—the Mesilla Bolson—is on unknown quantity
showing signs of localized drawdown. Given the ¢x-
perience of Afbuguerque and El Paso, it seems pru-
derit to view groundwater supplics asa savings accouit
which can be used to supplement the region’s annwal
income of sucface water from the river.

The flow of the river is striclly regulated and Jargely
dependent on the amount of water released from El-
cphant Butte/Caballo Reservoirs. A “normal” yeas's
reledse is 790,000 acre feet. It is sometimes less, but
rarely mose.

One scenario is 1o take all that watcr out of the dver,
put itin pipes aud divide it eventy. If we assume eaclh
drop of waler can be used twice, and we also assume
that we’ve achieved a regionwide per capita usage of
140 gallons per day, there’s no problem. We could sup-
part nearly & million people in the repion, albeit with
no water left over for farming or the river.

I

A second scenario assumes that we find a way Lo pre-
serve farming on half the acreage cusrently cultivated,
and 1o increase irrigation efficicncy on that acreage by
25 percent. That weuld leave enough surface water to
support almast 5 million people in most years, albeit
with o guasantee theee would be any water remaining
for the river.

FETHE IR TR SIS TR e

T
The thizd scenario is kike the second, except that a teoth
of the river’s flow is allocated o instream flows—
tithed, if you will, to the river itself. Now were down
10 abott 3.7 million people that could be supported on
surface water alonc.

These arc ballpask figures, bul accurate eacugh to have
sobering jmplications. The reglon’s population js as-
ready approacliing 3 million, which means we have
very litie room to grow before pvershooting the last,
and arguably most desirable, scenario. Quce we pass
that point, going back will be impossible.

11 atso sneans that we have a zelatively short windew
aof opportunity to secure and institutionalize protection
for flows in the rives before the issue becomes one of

e

water for people versus wates for fish~—at which time

any one who cares about healthy sivers shouid prob-
ably move clsewhere.

[Fhe author is execulive digector of the Las Craces-
based Southwest Environmental Centes and a Sicrra
Ciub memher.]

Dona Ana County Open
Space Meeting

To help the corununity betler understand the options
and oppotiunities for prescrvation, the League of
Women Voters is sponsoring a public meeting on pres-
ervation of opea space in Dona Ana County. The pub-
lic meeting is Wednesday, December 6 from G:30 to
9:30 in the Bast Ballroom of Cotbett Centerat NMSU.

The purpose of the meeting is 1o initiate community
wide deiscussions about open space. Speakers from a
variety of perspectives will provide information atout
she options and opporiunitics for preservation of open
space in Dona Anna County.

Time will be provided For the public to identify aseas
ar specific pareels of land that they want Lo sce pre-
served as open space. Community groups aud erpani-
zations will be present to distribute information about

their ongoing effors Lo prescrve opet: space includ-
ing proposals for preservation of fymland, wilderness
designation, river and desert nature parks, trail systems
and more.

Utban sprawl and unprecedented grouth rates in Dona
Ann Cousty contribute 1o a loss of open space. Be-
cause many county residents value the farms and descrl
spaces, preservation of open space will be one of the
most compelling issues we face in the next £} yeass,
While nationwide, communities and states have appro-
priated almost £0 billion dollars to preserve their open
spaces, locally, we are just beginning to address the
question of whether (o prescIve open space.

Public pasticipation ir development of an open space
plan is vital. The meeting will be a great apportunity
for the pubtlic to jearn more about open space issues
and initiatives, and become involved in answerisg the
questions; should we preserve open space, and if so,
lLow?

For more information, contact Beth Bardwell ar 522-
5063.

November and December Outings:

Please call Annic Gordon at 522-4527 (evenings} for
cutings in November and December. {plans had not
been finmed up in Gine to meet the Sierran dendline)

_ Vote for as many
Shoofnl ik

I I David Farrell
I u Margo Wilson
¢ il

BALLOT: IMPORTANT

Sounthern NM Executive Committee Elections

(write in)

Your membership #{'s)

(as on the Sierran Label)

Please mail by Dec. 10 to:
Southern N.M. Group Sierra Club
P.O. Box 3705 )
Las Cruces, N.M. 88003

i ————————— s—— —

outing.

December 1-3

Toir: Bev and Feed Hartline for a weekend camping and birding trip o
Bosque del Apache. The campground is car accessible, off the main road
inside the reserve. Port-a-pottics, pienic tables and fire grate available.
The winter bird population should be well catablished by then, Camping
is Limited 1o the first 30 who sign up (others interested in joining the
birdwatching activities can amrange for and stay ist lodging in Socefro or
other nearby commauities). Imagine going to slecp and waking ap among
1ens of thousands of snow geese and cranes! Be prepared for cold nights.
Cal§ 661-9031 or email bharil@fastpointcom.com for more informa-

Lion or to sign tp. We especially seek knowledgable birders to join this

Qutings
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Outing Outlook
by Norma MeCallan

My own hiking itinerary {primarily a long
national Sierra Club backpack o the Pacific Crest
Trail) preciuded my writing this column for the
last issue, but hopefuily I am back on track. Late
fall/carly winteris not the best of seasons for hikes,
and it's still too early to tell whether our drought
wilt continue or we will have early and heavy
snows, but some good offerings have come in.
Noteworthy cutings include the following. Be sure
and call leades for details. All phone numbers 505
except as noted.

Sat Nov 18 (weather permitting) Santa Fe Wa-
tershed Tour. Craig O'Hare, City of Santa Fe
Water Conservation Director 954-7120. In coop-
eration with the SF National Forest, the City is
offering trips inte the normally off-limits Santa
Fe Watershed to allow participants to view the
serious potential for wildfire, and liear about the
proposed management plans {or this critical arca.
Prior reservations required,

Sat £1/4, 11711, and 11/18 and Sun 12/3 and 12/
17 Desert Exploratory Hikes. Tom Petencin
255-1497. Explore some of NM’s most incred-
ible & beautiful landscapes hidden in BLM’s
desest country - strangely eroded and colorful
rocks, badlands, precipitous cliffs, mysterious an-
yons, archeological sites, petrified forests, fossils,
and more. CIf trail, some rock scrambling, each
hike between 4-8 miles on often recky, eneven
terrain,

Sai'Sun Nov 4/5 Guadatupe Mountains N.I.,
Carcamp. Carolina Greenfield 915-594-7342.
Enjoy an easy dayhike into Pine Springs and
MeKittrick Canyon where t... f2ll colors skould
be spectacular.

Sat/Sun Nov11/12 White Sands National Monu-
ment, Lavrence Gibson 915-594-7342, Try a new
experience - backpacking (an casy 2 miles) across
the white sands by FULL MOONLIGHT!

Fri/Sur Nov 14-12 New Mexico Wilderness Al-
liance Inventory Weekend In The San Mateo
Mountains, Michael Scialdone 843-8696,
scial @nnwild.org. Help inventory potential wil-
deeness in these little visited mountains, and mect
some great people.

Sat Nov 12 Cabezon Peak Scramble. Marcia
Skillman 820-6654. Streruous (in difficulty, short
in miles) hike to the voleanic piug nortly of San
Ysidro. Some hand & foot climbing,

Sat/Sun Nov £13/19 Gila Wilderness Backpack.
Rollin Wickenden 915-332-9645 (feave message).
Muoderate + hike {12.6 miles) into Bud's Hole,

Sat/Sun Dec 2/3 Bosgue National Wildlife Ref-
uge Carcamp. Fred & Bev Hastline 661-S031.
Tour of ihe refuge and car camp at the Group
Campsite - shouid be a prime time for bird view-
ing.

Sun Dec 10 Cuba Hoegback Artifact Search.
Rick Hurley 299-8401. Explore an interesting
hogback near the old rond to Cuba, and look for
artifacts & hoodcos nearby. 6-8 miles rt.

Southern NM Hiking - Annie Gordon 522-4527
requests calls re. yet 1o be scheduled trips in the
balmy climes of the Las Cruces area.

Outings Training Workshop Alert - The newly
formed national Sierra Club’s Training Commit-
tee is setting up a series of demonstration training
events for cuting leaders across the country, Na-

-

Saving Water in a Desert

Series Of Programs

The Middle Rio Grasde Water Assembly
is sponsaring a serics of tatks which began in Oc-
tober. These talks will occur as part of the regu-
far monthly meeting of the Action Committee on
the third Wednesday of each month from 5:30-
7:30 P.M. at the Natural Resousces Conservation
Service conference room at 6200 Jefferson N.W.
in Albuquerque through March. The hosts listed
below will coordinate presentations by panels of
officials and experts associated with the major
water-using sectors in the Middle Rio Grande,
The purpose of this serics of programs is o begin
discussing current and future means for reducing
water depletions across all water uses.

November i5  Agriculture Sterling Grogan

December 20 Evaporation  John Shomaker

Janvary 17 Riparian Steve Harris

February 21 Self-Supply  Frank Robinson
Su

Lee B

March 21

Tripp Campaign
Gets Minnow Story Wrong

State Representative Don Tripp {R-
Socorro) recently mailed a three page campaign
letter to constituents suggesting that the mediated,
multiple party agreements in the Minnow v.
Marlinez lawsuit are endangering the survival of
both fanming familics in the valley and the Rio
Grande silvery minnow.

“Tripp's assertions are based on a num-
ber of factual errors, gross simplifications, and seli-
serving clection year rhetoric that demand correc-
tion™, accordling o Steve Harris, director of Rio
Gramde Restoration, a river conservalion group
which has been working toward peaceful and col-
laborative solutions to Rio Grande valley's com-
plex water problems,

Teipp's campeign piece porlrays conset-
vationists as, “radicals...[who] want dams
rrmoved...flood control levees removed and al
humars uses of the river stopped.” The letter also
asserts that continved compliance with the agree-
mests uader the endangered species act will “dev-
astate the valley’s economy” and that “all prop-
erty east of El Camino Real Street in Socorco will
be threatened by flood.”

. Says Harris "In a drouglt year such as this
one, people are understandably nervous aboul the
future; many folks remember hard times during
the long drought of the 1950°s. They’re easy prey
for the sort of disingenuous fear-mongering Tripp’s
campaign seems to be engaging in.”

“Farmiers skould know that, far from re-
moving water from irrigation, the Minnow v.
Martincz agreements resulted in at least 35,000
acre et of additional water being made available
for irrigation; in effect the minnow extended irri-
gation for another five weeks.”

tional staff will provide a 2 day workshop on the
various aspects of outings leadership. New Mexico
is a prime candidate for their spring workshop. A
tentative daie of Sat’Sun March 3E/April | has
been proposed. This would be a magnificent op-
pertunity for current outing leaders and those con-
sidering becoming leaders to receive professional
instruction, and share ideas/problems. Furlber
details 1o follow.

Victor Atyas 438-9434 a SF hike teader,
is locking for anyone interested in a fprivate, non
Sierra Club] camping trip in the European Arctic
next summer.

Court from Page 1

sirong environmental protection, or one that turns
the clock back on our hard-feught gains.

For example, in a case decided earlier this
year, Justice Scalia expressed horror that a per-
son who lives near a polluting plant would be able
1o hold the company accountable for violating the
law. Justice Scalia argued that the Court was
making it too casy for people 1o fight environ-
mental threats in their own neighborhcods. Never
mind that the factory in question had poisoned a
river by dumping toxic mercury into the water 489
separale times,

The Sierra Club overwhelmingly en-
dorsed Al Gore for President because of his strong
cammitment 10 environmental protection: hitp://
www.silerraclub.org/newsroom/
gore_endorsement.asp

Your vote for Al Gore — and your work
to spread the word about how bad George W, Bush
would be for the environment — are the most
important things you can do for the environment
between now and Nov. 7th!

All Creatures
Great and
Smaii

Fhors by Gaty Baasch
“Every good thing, great and small,
needs defense."—John Muir

Join today and receive
a FREE Sierra Club
BackpackE

7] Yas, 1 want1o help safeguard our natien’s
preclous naturat beritage. My check is encloted.

My Hame,
Address
Cily
State Zlp,
ermail

O Check enclosed, made payable to Sizrm Club
Please charge ray 77 Mastercard 3 Visa
Exp.Date [

Cardhelder Name

Card Number

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

BEHVIOUAL. JONT

INTAODUCTONT 1823

ZEGULAR 0539 [2k22d
SUPPORTING 1575 03163
COHTRIAUTIHG Otise 0i17s
LFE £151000 051250
SERROR 0324 [sE31]
STUDENT [2EFT 053
LINTED INCOME 51 0522

Contributions, gifts and dires tothe Siemr Cub are
not tax deductible; they support our effective,
ciizen-based advocacyand fobbying efforts. Your
duesindude 57.501ara subsaiption to Sfera
magazine and $1.00 for your Chaptes newnletter.
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