Sierran

mber / October 2000

News of the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club

Santa Fe Group,

by Barbara Johnson : :

The Santa Fe Group will receive the
Denny and Ida Wilcher Award for Achieve-
ment in Fundraising at the Club’s annual
Awards Banquet Septernber 23 in San Fran-
cisco, This award carries with it a $1500 cash
prize.

_ The Rio Grande Chapter will receive
- a Special Achievement Award for its book,
Sprawl Costs/Sprawl Solutions for New
Mexico and El Paso. The Chapter compiled
nd printed a comprehensive discussion of
prawl and growih issues in the area, offering
ook at the probiem and suggesting a plan

See Awards on Page 5

A Time for
Statesmanship
on the Rio Grande

by Bill deBuys

Thirty years ago, the Albuquerque
community allowed the Alvarado Hotel to be
tom down, and its site became a parking lot,
which it rematned until very recenily. No one,
looking back, can call the demise of the
Alvarado a good thing. If the wrecker’s ball
had not claimed that venerable railroad hotel
of deeply shaded arcades, the Alvarado might
today be a Southwestern equivalent to Faneuil
Hatl or Ghirardelli Sguare. It would anchor
Albuquerque’s most distinetive urban spaces
and wonld epitomize for residents and tour-
‘ists alike the continuity of the city’s past with
s busy, diversifying present. The challenge
eserving the Alvarado was a test of char-
cter fo Albuquerque and, sad to say, the city

Staresmanship on Page 10
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The potitical committée‘s 0
pter afe hard at work making
‘recommendations to the Executivé Conmittes
(ExCom) of the Rio Grande Chaptes. /The politi-
cal committees generally start with questionaires,
and then individually interview candiadates if the
questionaires are returned. Based on these inter-
views and the track record of the candidates, rec-
ommendations are made to the Chapter ExCom.
The Chapter then votes on these recommenda-
tions, Ultimately, 2/3 majority approvals of two
entities are required to endorse z candidate.

50, 1s you can see, it is a laborious pro-
cess. Since many of the decisions that affect the
environment are made by our elected officials, we
take this very seriously. In October we wll mail a
special Political Issue that will give our members
guidance in voting for Novemeber 7.

Sierra Club
P.O. Box 9191
El Paso, TX 79983

Rio Grande Chapter
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I approve the new bylaws

I disapprove thenew bylaws

John Kelly
Enthusiastically Endorsed

in First Congressional Distriet

by Richard Barish
Centrql NM Group Political Chair

There is great news in New Mexico's
first congressionat district. One of our own
is running for Congress. John Kelly won the
Democratic primary and has now been en-
dorsed by the Club in his bid to unseat envi-
ronmental thug Heather Wilson.

Kelly-his beensaflongstime meiibers sy yinuins i

of the Sierra Club. An attorney by trade, Kelly
began his career by formmw a public interest

Johit:Kelly:Endorsed on Page 3

“'New Chapter Bylaws
Ready for Member Vote

New! Clearer!
Ready For Your Enjoyment.

For several years, Ford Robbins, Bar-
bara Johnson, and George Grossman have
been working to conform with new guidelines
for Chapter bylaws. These guidelines have
been implemented to bring more uniformity
in all the Chapters’ and Groups’ bylaws. Prior
to the current set of changes, our bylaws have
undergone minimal changes since the Chap-
ter was formed as one of National
Club’s sub-entities nearly four de-
cades ago. California laws have

changed, the National Club's by-
Non-Profit Org. Refer to laws have ckanged. The new lan-
U'S'Pi':l'gage Text of 2U%° is clearer, and with your
El Paso, TX Ext o help, we are about to complete the
Permit No, 2370 Bylaws process!
Pages 6-9
Ballot
Member Spouse

Mail To Cecily no later than October 11:

Cecily Vix, Secretary
244 Carlisle NE
Albnquerque, NM 87106




Executive Commifiee

Gwen Wardweli, Chair
438-3060 h

984-8860 W edenland @ earthlink.net

Jennifer Johnson, Vice Chair, Conservation Chair
289-9183 yomi @nm.net

Cecily Vix, Secrefary
262-8632

Barbara Johnson, Councif Dejegate

cecvix@aol.com

466-4935 Lunah3 @acl.com
John Buchser
B20-0201 jbuchser@earthlink.net
Jim Hannan
474.7625 jhannan505@aol.com
Norma McCallan
471-0008 nmeeallan@mindspring.com

Edward Sullivan
255-5956 x 106
Elizabeth Walsh
915 747-5421 EWaish@utep.edu
Daug Fraser; Sanla Fe Group
474-7615 or §62-5204
Fred Hariline; Pajarilo Group ~ _
661-9031 rohartl@ibm.net
Ted Mertig; £/ Paso Group
915 §52-301% TMerlig@earthlink.net
David Ther, Cenfral Group

sully@nmuwild.org

260-1553 grelbik@woridnet.att.net
Margot Wilsan; Souffiern Groug
744-5860 margotwitsond0 @hotmail.com

Blair Brown, Treasurer -- ExOfficic

2B5-3231 BBiairB2 @aol.com
Staff
Jennifer de Garmo, Conservation Organizer
243-7767 nmex.field1@prodigy.net
243-7771 fax

202 Central SE, Suite 101, Albuguergue, NM 87102

Sierra Club Structure

The Club has three structural levels. The National
Board of Directors determines the overal! direction of the
Ciub. The National Qrganization is subdivided into Chap-
ters. and each Chapter is further divided into Groups. One
representative from each Chapter repons to the National
Board through the Council of Club Leaders.

The largest part of the Chapter’s budget goes to
the the salary and expenses for Jennifer and a part-time
lobbyist, followed by the printng and mailing of this News-
fetter,

wwiw.riogrande.sierraclub.org

Pajarito Group, PO. Box 845, Los Alamos, NM 87544

Santa Fe Group Central HM Group
§21 Old Santa Fe Trail, #10 207 San Pedro Ave. NE
Santa Fe, Nh 87501 Albuquerque, NM 87108

4832703 265-5506
Southern NM Group Ei Paso Group
PO, Box 3705 UPB PO. Box §181

Las Cruces, NM 83003
522.3421

El Paso, TX 79983
915 532-9645

Sierra Club Natfonal Southwest Regionat Office
85 Second St., 2nd Floor 516 E. Portland St
San Francisco, CA 94105  Phoenix, AZ 85004
415 977-5500 602 254-9330
FAX: 258-8533

Conservation
Energy Ken Hughes 474-0550 bifamily@nets.com
Military Issues  Marianne Thaeler §22-3421 marianne.thaeler@sierraciub.org
Mining Abe Jacobson 672-9579 abe.jacobson @worldnet attnet
Cliff Larsen 466-2128 clarsen@ix.netcomm.com
National Parks Courtney White 982-5502 widwst@ng6.com
Rangelands Gary Simpsen 288-3315 garyksimpson@juno.com
Barbara Johnson 468-4935 Lunah3@aol.com
Sprawl lssues  Edward Archuleta B20-7452 edarchuleta@acl.com
Trade Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@act.com
Jransporiation  Ken Hughes 474-0550 bifamily@nets.com
Waste Reduction Jay Momow 8773137 jmorrow @mercury.bernco.gov
Water John Buchser §20-0201 jouchser@earhlink.net
Wildemess Martin Heinrich 232-71151 miheinrich @acl.com
George Grossman 882-1024
Wildlife Liz Walsh 915 7475421 EWalsh@utep.edy
Helga Schimkat 474-5870 schimkat@earthiink.net
Roger Peterson 983-7558 rogpste@aol.com
Activism
Fundraising OPEN
Listservers John Bughser 820-0201 jbuchser@earthlink.net
Legal Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@act.com
Membership  Ted Merlig 915 852-3011  imertig@earthlink.net
Personnel Norma McCallan 471-0005 nmeeallan@mindspring.com
Political Jim Hannan 474-7625 h Jhannansd5@aol.com
Webmaster Blair Brown 265-323 BBIzirB2@aol.com
Qutings
Qutings Norma McCallan 471-0005 nmecallan@mindspring.com
Inner Clty
Outings Ted Mertig 915 8523011  imerlig@earthlink.net

Regional and National Representatives
Sputhwest Region Conservation Committee (SWRCC)
Ted Merlig, Gwen Wardwell; Alternates: Elizaheth Walsh, Jennifer Johnson
Council of Club Leaders Delegate
Barbara Jehnsan; Norma McCallan {altemate}

Sierran
John Bughsear 820-0201
223 N, Guadaiupe #419, Santa Fe, NM 87501

Editor jbuchser@earthiink.net

{emait preferrad!)

All phone numbers area code 505 unless otherwise nored.

The Rio Grande Sierran is published six times a year by the Rio Grands Chapter of the
Sierra Club as a benefit for Sierra Glub members living i New Mexico and Wes! Texas.

Make ddress changes by contacting Membership Services at 415 977-5648 o send
member name and number to address.changes @sleraciub.org

Non-member subscriptiens at $10.00 per year are available. Send checks lo Blair
Brown, Treasurer; 22268 Wyoming NE, PMB 272, Aluquerque, NM 87112, Please allow 8
weeks {or processing.

The opinions expressed in signed articles in the Rio Grande Sierran are the opinions
of the writers and not necessanly those of the Sierra Club. Articles may be freely reprinted for
non-profit purpases, provided that credit is given to the author and the Ric Grands Sierran
(Please let us know i you reprint.) Products and sevices atvertised in the Rio Grande Sierran
are not endorsed by the Sterra Club.

Contribuions are welcome from mermbers. Email contributions preferred. Send to
jbuchser@earthlink.net or mail to John Buchser, 223 N. Guadaulupe #419, Sania Fe, NM
87501, All submissions MUST be received by the 10th of the month prior to publi-
cation. (The Rie Grande Sierran is published in early January, March, May, July, September,

.and November.) Photos, artwork and poems are also wefcoma. Lefters and articles are subject

to abridgemant,

Editorial praclices as developed by the Grand Canyaon Chapter and adopted by the Rio
Grande Chapter will be used in production of the Rio Grande Siean. Lelters to the editor over
500 words will be edited for length or retumed to the author for editing. Subrmissiens of Rio
Grande Chapter members will take precedence aver other submisslons.

Content of Group pages are the responsibility of the editor for that group and any
policies that are in place from the appficable Group.

Cantact editor for advertising pelicy and rates.

Printed on 100% post-consumer waste newsprint by
Printworid in El Paso.
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Waste Reduction
Committee Formed

by Jay Morrow

[Note from the Conservation Chair:
Jay Morrow recently moved here from North
Carolina. He attended the June Executive
Conmittee (ExCom) meeting and presented
Iis proposal to start @ Waste Reduction Issue
Comunittee. The ExCom is delighted and
would like to encourage onr nembers to give
Jay a call and get involved, Our American
lifestyle is extremely detrimental fo the envi-
rorment, here’s a chance to make a change.
-- Jennifer Johnson]

This is going to be a good one becanse
it covers a lot of ground and touches every
one of us personally everyday. It could have
been called many things but because I work
in the solid waste reduction field, I requested
this title. We are going to lock iato the fol-
lowing areas and I need to mention up froat
that right now this is o' committee of one and
need help!

1) Solid Waste Reduction, Because
- landfill space is so cheap (just stick them out
in the desert where no one cares) there is no
real push from state or local governments to
reduce the volume of the waste stream. Tip-

e ping fees can be below $20 per ton for dis-

posal in the Southwest and unforiunately that
cost per ton is what drives diversion efforts in
many quarters. We are going to try to change
that mindset and work on the philosophy of
only landfilling what’s left, What’s left after
trying to reduce the volume we generate, af-
ter recycling, after re-using, after composting.
The scientific community can now confirm
that landfill gas is an casily targeted contribu-
tor to Greenhouse Gasses. The less we putin,
the less gasses that escape. Green waste is one
of the easiest materials to divert and one of
the greatest contribmtors of methane once
landfilled. The New Mexico Recycling Coa-
lition currently has 60+members statewide,

We are going to try to double that num-
ber by the end of the year. Qur goal is to make
that organization a credible force to lead the
State toward acceptable diversion rates and 1o
adopt programs that promotes reduction in all
solid waste departments statewide. Like you,
it is a great bunch of folks and while bigger
does not necessarily make better, bigger can
make stronger. If you might be interested, let
me know. As a member of that Board I can
tell you straight up that we need you.

2) Consumption Reduction. There
may not be another issue that so negatively
effects so many concerns as global consump-
tion. It is the heart of all of those problems
that we struggle to grasp and develop solu-
tions for. Itis as complicated as the great tread-
milf that commercialism tries to trap us on,
and is as simple as how you buy and use tis-

See Waste Reduction on Page 13

Middie Rio Grande

Fish And Farmers,
Not Fish Versus Farmers
Minnow Gains Some Time
Dy Richard Barish

[Late la.;r yea;; thﬂ‘SJzei,'rl'; C;’ul; (I'H:l;'.

five other national and local environnental
groups filed suit against the United States
Bureau of Reclamation over the Rio Grande
silvery minnow, a federally listed endangered
species. Facing the prospect of drying in the
river this sunmmner, the environmnental groups
filed a motion for a preliminary infunction fo
ensure that there would be water to prevent
the nrinnow s extinction during irrigation sea-
son. The judge then ordered the parties, which
now included the Middle Rio Grande Con-
servancy District, the City of Albuguergne,
and the State of New Mexico, to mediate the
motion before federal Magistrate Judge Rob-
ert DeGlacomo. Following two weeks of in-
tense discussions, a settlement of the prelimi-
nary injunction metion was reached. This
article will update Clul members on what the
settlement does - and does not - mean for the
minnow, the Rio Grande, and the lawsuit.}

In oeder to understand the Cluly's ob-
jectives for the minnow, it is important to un-
derstand a bit about the silvery minnow and
its current states. The Rio Grande silvery
minnow 1s the last of five native minnow spe-
cies that once thrived in the Rio Grande, The
silvery minnow was once widespread in the
Rio Grande from its headwaters to the Gulf
of Mexico and in the Pecos River drainage as
well, The minnow now finds its last refuge -
- officially, at least, in the 160 miles stretch
of the Rio Grande between Cochiti Reservoir
and Elephant Butte Reservoir.

See Mim;aw Safe For Now on Page 11

Pau] Tahjian

Preludes o War
or Preludes to Peace?

by Gwen Wardwell

No one wants ta feel the suspicion and
SO aoier
lieve your mission to be a noble one, benefit-
ling alk. For the past decade, environmental-
ists have come to realize that their goals, their
projects, their initiatives do not have the sup-
port of many land-based communities in
northern New Mexico. Assuming that envi-
ronmental initiatives would automatically
bring with them allics among the Native
American and Hispanic communities, many
environmental activists have been forced to
rethink these assumptions. They have learned
the hard way - through the written and spo-
ken word, through defeats in the legislature,
through demonstrations -- that their efforts
are not winning the allies they expected in
rural New Mexico.

In fact, many native New Mexicans
living close te the land see the environmental
movement as the latest in a long string of co-
fonial takeovers. Here is yet another wave of
outsiders, with their own agenda,at best ig-
noring the local interests, and at worst exploit-
ing them. Acequia members, local loggers,
and small subsistence communities fear that
environmentalists will compete with them for
limited resources, will lobby for changes in
policies and faws that will restrict their abil-
ity io make a living, and wilk in unpredictable
ways undermine a fragile way of life. They
sense a lack of respect for sheir history and
role in the protection of natural resources, and
a Jack of interest in their problems.

In reality, both the environmentalists
and the local land-based commurities are fac-

See Conflict Resolution on next page
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Conflict Resolution from previous page

ing common threats - rapid growth, increas-
ing competition for resources, a dominant
culture which emphasizes materialism at the
expense of the natural environment. So, why
are examples of mutnal support $0 rare?

Five veterans and observers of this
conflict have been working t0 develop a new
way for environmentalists and land-based
nosthern New Mexicans (o become allies.
David Benavides, an aftomey with Commu-
nity and Indian Legal Services, Conci Bokum
with 1000 Friends of New Mexico, and Gwen
Wardwell, Sierra Club, formed a planning
team with Roberto Chene and Lucy Moore,
rmediators and trainers with extensive experi-
ence in cross-cultural communication and al-
liance building. The five designed a training
program for environmentalists interested in
working more successfully with local groups
and commuities, and opened the sessions to
activists from several organizations, includ-
ing Rio Grande Restoration, 1000 Friends of
New Mexico, New Mexico Environmental
Law Center, Forest Guardians, Sierra Club,
Animal Protection of New Mexico, and oth-
ers. The Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club
has taken on fund raising dusies for recent
sessions, and is eager (o se& the project evolve.

The sessions are designed 10 build the
\ind of communication and ungerstanding that can
create a good working relationship based on trust.
The planning group chose to begin the process
with a series Of training sessions (o help environ-
mentalists understand the depth of problems un-
derlying the surface confiict - history, coloniza-
Hon, racism, ecopomics, differences in relation-
ship to the land. “These are tough issues 1o talk
about, and we spent time with the environmenial-
ists buiiding a foundation of awareness before we
invited people from the land-based communitics
to join us,” explained David Benavides. “Wefelt
this was important in order to be taken seriously
by those folks we are hoping to ally with,” added
Gwen. “We need to be ready to listen and talk in
anew way, a way that is open, respeciful and com-
mitted to heiping our new allies achieve some of
their goals” In the new model for alliance-build-
ing, environmentalists and land-based people will
negotiate as equals, respecting their differences,
and seeking a solution together which meets both
sets of needs.

At the last meeting on May 9, the project
was joined by co-trainers from Native American
and land-based communities. Lila Bird, New
Mexico Environmental Law Center, Paula Garcia,
New Mexico AcequiaAssociation and Carl Tsosie,
Picuris Pueblo, helped the groug begin a dialogue
about the realities of cross-cultural environmen-
tal work. Roberto Chene suggests it is time to
“stop being naive about the legacy of the institu-
tionalized historical trauma in New Mexico, We
all can benefit from applying some new knowl-
edge about intercultural relationships to problem
solving around environmental issues” There is
hope that in upeoming sessions these kinds of re-
lationships will form, and some specific joint
projects may emerge.
[Anyone interested in
jo

learning more about this
in a future round of 1rainings,

The Circle Of Life

Man Has A Poor Understanding Of
Life. He Mistakes Knowledge For Wisdom.

He Tres To Unveil The Holy Secrets
Of Qur Father, The Great Spirit.

He Atternpts To Impose His Laws And
Ways On Mother Earth.

Even Though He, Himself, Is Part Of
Nature, He Chooses To Discard And Ignore
1t For The Sake Of His Own Immediate Gain,

But The Laws Of Natare Are Far
$tronger Than Those Of Mankind.

Man Must Awake At Last, And Leam
To Understand How Little Time There Re-
mains Before He Will Become The Cause Of
His Own Pownfall.

And He Has So Much To Learn. To
Learn To See With His Heart.

These Winter Dunes

For Jim Gilbert, painter of the same
by Charles G. Bell

I sit over the lake on a hill of sand;

Gold lights and purple shadows, the playing forms,
Weave on the swift shuttles and are withdrawn.

Gither hiils are carved in rock, these mounds of the wind
Continually meit and change, walening

The sweet tendemess of impermanent things.

Ridge afier ridge, brown leaves on the yellow blowing,
Clumps of dry prass, the bare fabric of frees-

When this detail has melted, vegetation and air,

The sand will lie like rock in the cold unmoving
Before-and-after of the moon’s vacancies-

Now lave like a vine works round and attaches here.

That far-off smoke is Gary, the steel milis.

Here solitude. Nobody. There is nothing at all,
But the lake and ice-hills thawing, the talier hills
Of sand that quietly shift in the mothering swell
Of the wind and soften into grass and leaves.
Geese go northward; ever the water 2 gull grieves.

A whistle bleats at the ast fzint line of the woods.
“Ihis whole stretch is waiting; it is already owned
By a great corporation; they bide their time.

Sooa it will be factories and apartment homes,

A well-fed peopie, but snvolved in the doem

Of shifting things, knowing ne permanent goads.

¥f there are strangers still coming to this great Jand,
Tell ther out of pity, and make it plain,

Not to love what they find; of if love surptise

(As we are weak), Tet it be of special kind,

Quick and evasive; for here all things will change
Before the fruit can ripeq on the vine.

That is why | tnke this piace and moment

An image of our being, a man alone,

Loving the shapes of sun in a bank of sand,

And over all Jandscapes hold these winter dunes-

He Must Leam To Respect Mother
Earth - She Who Has Given Life To Every-
thing; To Our Brothers And Sisters, The Ani-
mals And The Plants; To The Rivers, The
Lakes, The Oceans And The Winds, He Must
Realise That This Planet Does Not Belong Ta
Him, But That He Has To Take Care For And
Maintain The Delicate Balance Of Nature For
The Sake Of The Wellbeing Of Our Children
And Of All Future Generations.

It Is The Duty Of Man To Preserve
The Earth And The Creation Of The Great
Spirit.

Mankind Being But A Grain Of Sand
In The Holy Circle Which Encloses All Of
Life.

Author unknown
Subitted by Lawra Davis

Phoenix Gardens

Sabra Kornhaber
Los Alamas resident

Even as our children shouted car 10 car
through open windows “Did you see that
tree go up? 1 hope our school burns
down ! OQur homes were sacrificed for the
schools.

That would give them a place to return
to, to see that friendships would not wither
with the faring pinte needles.

Yet, ] won'tbelieve in “Phoenix Gardens”
until I see it (although the sign in front of
their personal disaster was meant with
humor)

Rut they're not coming back. Others say
they will, like we ail said this fire
wouldn’t happen.

Consumed 1o ashes, the manmade poisons
of modem life sit stewing in stone rubble
and the trucks come.

The government will pick up their mess,
apologize and we will hear hammers.

Some will build again, some will rob old
nests and settle in, like woodpeckers driv-
ing into new wood white the frail black
skeletons of the forest shake from the
noise.

Gold lights and purple shadows, the heart-breaking forms

That weave on the restiess looms and at onee are withdrawsl.




Awards from Page 1

of action to deal with the probleny. In addi-
tion, the volume is clear, concise, and attrac-
tively laid out. Itis extensively annotated and
offers resources to the activist who is inter-
ested in sprawl] issues. Information for the
book was provided by Energy and Transpor-
tation Chair Ken Hughes, among others; ed-
iting was done by Ed Moreno, and the layout
was handled by Barbara Johnson. Thus far,
almost every copy of the book has been dis-
seminated throughout the region, to Sierra
Club members, to other activists, 1o legisla-
tors, and to those running for political office
in this election year.

The book was debuted at a day of
“Tours de Sprawl™ which were feld all over
New Mexicoto highlight the growth problems
of both large and small urban arcas.

The Santa Fe Group is being honored
for its book, Day Hikes in the Santa Fe Area,
which has been the Group’s principal
fundraiser for the last 19 years.

The criginal book committee was
formed in 1981 and they devised the idea for
the book. It was mandated that the proceeds
from this book would only be used to fund
conservation work (and the printin £ costs of
the next edition, so that the book would be a
contgnumg source of rcvenue) Tllc fifth edi-

tion of the ook was published it December ™

1999 and was debuted at 2 book signing March
9 at Borders Books in Santa Fe. It is selling
briskly. The Group expecis 1o receive about
$18,000 a year from this edition for its con-
servation work, The book is considered a clas-
sic for hikers, and tourists, in the Santa Fe area.
it is soid in all local bookstores in Santa Fe
and Los Alamos, and at all Sierra Club events.
This is an ALL VOLUNTEER project. The
only expense incurred is printing.

The Hiking Book Commiltee struc-
tures the implementation of this project, with
input from the Executive Committee. The
Hiking Book Comatitiee organizes volunteers
to walk the hikes, edit the descriptions, come
up with ideas for new hikes, and research other
problems with hikes, like changes in land sta-
tus. Lionel Soracco. Group Secretary-Trea-
surer. put the fifth edition 1ogether and worked
with the printer. Dorothy Grossiman has drawi
the artwork for the covers of all five editions.
Norma McCallan, our Outings Chair, has been
invoived with all five editions. ,

The National Honors and Awards
Committee apparently agreed with the Santa
Fe Group that this appears to be an excelient.
and innovative, method for fundraising, There
is a similar hike book (not as extensive as
Santa Fe’s) put out by the Ventana Chapter in
California. The Santa Fe Group has funded
19 years of conservation work and made new
friends and gained members from the book.
It is hoped that other groups will follow their
lead.

Jolm Kelly Endorsed from Page 1

law firm, where he fought polluting power
plants, coal mines, airports, and low-level
supersonic military flights. While serving as
the United States Attomey for New Mexico
over the last eight years, Kelly successfully
prosecuted numerous cases involving viola-
tions of the Endangered Species Act, hazard-
ous waste discharges into the Rio Grande, and
violations of the Bald Eagle Protection Act.
He successfully represented the U.S. in stip-
port of the right of Pueblos to set strict water
quality standards.

Kelly enthusiastically supporis Chap-
ter priorities of restoring the Ric Grande and
passing a New Mexico wilderness act. He
has committed to introduce legislation to fund
Rio Grande projects and to co-sponsor a New
Mexico wilderness bill with Tom Udall. In
addition to the Rio Grande and New Mexico
wilderness, another environmental priority is
sustainable urban community issues, includ-
ing sprawl, renewable energy, transit, raising
fuel efficiency standards, and sustainable ag-
ricultural practices. Other highlights of his
commitments to the Club include support of
full funding of Land and Water Conservation
Fund; opposition to “fast track” authority te
negotiate an agreement for a Free Trade Area

of thc Amencas that would perpetuate the

=Edward.Sullivan, incumbent (by-appoiritient):

Chapter ExCom
Candidate Slate

The nominating comniittee (NomCom)
has announced the Chapter’s state of candidates
for the upcoming election, of Executive Commis-
tee (ExCom) Members. The ExCom consisists
of 14 members. Nine of these are elected by you,
our chapter member. The other five are appointed
by the Exccutive Committees of the five groups
that comprise the Chapter.

The NomCom members were Cheryl
Blevins, Abe Jacobson, Cecily Vix, and Ann
Falknor. Doug Fraser was chair.

The list of folks that they nominated fol-
lows. There are 3 elected this year, for 3-year
terms. Ia the November/December issue of the
Rie Grande Sicrran, there will be candidate state-
ments and a ballot,

All Rio Grande Chapler members are eli-
gible to run for the cxecutive committee. If you
or a friend js interested in running, you can get
sigratuces of Chapter membees and submit these
for verification. Please contact a member of the
ExCorm for details. These petitions are due in to
the chair of the election committee by Octobes 5,
which will allow for time for authentication of al]
signatures.

The nominated candidates are:

John Buchser, incumbent
Laurence Gibson
Ted Mertig

corporﬁle “issatlt on our BAvIrORen Al Ewe:
and strong support for campaign finance re-
form. -

Tohn is married to Suedeen Kelly, who
is also an environmental lawyer. As a staff
attorney for the Natural Resources Defense
Couneil, Suedeen represented NREXC in con-
rection with the banning of chlorofluorocar-
bons in the United States. In New Mexico,
Suedeen has represcated environmental ¢lj-
ents in numereus matters, including
rufemaking and tobbying 10 establish stricter
air quality standards and to establish uranium
mill tailing regulations.

[t kas a long two years in this district,
Heather Wiison has distinguished herself only
by her unmitigated disdain for environmental
protection. No extractive industry has been
too rapacious. no polluter two dirty, no spe-
cial interest tco greedy, for Wilson to decline
to support their positions.

John Kelly is a strong candidate who
can stop Wiison, As a former prosecutor and
an independent thinker, Kelly should have
great appeal to the middle ground that typi-
cally controls this district. Early polls sug-
gest that this will be a very tight race. How-
ever, money as been pouring into the Wil-
son campaign from the corporate special in-
teresis who know they have a friend in
Heather. Kelly will need a strong grass roots
campaign to overcome the television ads that
Wilson's money will buy. If you spare a
couple of hours this fall to help ensure that
we have a strong pro-environment voice rep-
resenting central New Mexico in Congress,
please contact Richard Barish at 232-3013.

Eliznbeth Walsh, incumbent

Rio Grande Chapter
Annual Retreat

Meet with others who care about our en-
vironment.

Identify the most important threats to our
environment,

Plan Siczra Club actions and reactions re-
garding these threats
What: The anmual retreat of the Rio Grande Chap-
ter of the Sierra Club.
Whet: Friday evening (hrough Sunday afiemoon,
September 15. 16, and 17.
Where: Sevilleta Research: Center, oiT Inierstate
25 about 10 miles north of Socorro.

If you pian to altend or want more infor-
mation. contact Grwen Wardsweil by phone at 984-
3360 or <438-3060. edenland @carthlink.net. or
mai {0 945 Camino de Cheily. Santa Fe NM 87501

saltamontef o .
Grasshopper Hill
Retreat Lodging for Arists,
Writers & Explorers.
d in PECOS, 26 miles N.E. from Santa Fe,
{  conthe Mora « Taos Hwy. 581 Loop,
bordering Santa Fe Navonal Foress.
Mountain views of Pecas Baldy
Intinurte & nformal;
ot wb under the stars, bird warching,

hiking, X-county skiing, fishing,
backpacking, mountain biking.

Rural Resideree with 3 Guest Rooms
Communal KitchenyBaths
Affordable Seasoral Rates:
Weekly, Monthly, & Family Discounts
Pamela Canyonrivers, Proprietor
2O. Box 374 » Pecos, New Mexico 37552
(505) 757-2528

D:rcrs:.fy Encenraged
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Rio Grande Chapter Bylaws

I. Organization. 1.1 Name. The name of
this Sierra Club unit is the Rio Grande Chap-
ter of the Sierra Club (Club).

1.2 Establishment. This Chapter is estab-
lished by action of the Board of Directors of
the Club (Board), and is governed by these
Bylaws, consistent with the provisions of the
Bylaws and Standing Rules of the Club, by
applicable law, and by the policies and direc-
tives of the Board. This Chapter is an inte-
gral part of the Sierra Club and is not a sepa-
rate legal eatity.

1.3 Purpose. The purpose of this Chapter is
to foster within its territorial fimits the pur-
poses of the Club. The chapter is authorized
1o undertake activities that are consistent with
the purposes of the Club and are nat prohib-
ited by the Board by a general rule applicable
alike 1o all chapters. The Chapter shatf act on
questions of public policy only in pursuance
of Board policies or in a manner consistent
wilh them.

1.4 Boundaries. The territorial boundaries
of this Chapter shall be as specified from time
to time by the Board, with due consideration

of the wishes of Club members residing-

therein.

2. Membership. 2.1 Members. Chapter
members shall be those Clul members of
record who reside within the Chapter bound-
aries, except as otherwise provided in the Club
Bylaws. Only Chapter members in good
standing may vote or hold Chapter office.
Cnly Sierra Club members in good standing
may act on behalf on the Chapter.

2.2 Powers of Members. By voling in an-
nual or special elections, members shall elect
and may recall members of the Chapter Ex-
cenfive Commitiee (ExComy} other than group
representatives, and may deterinine Chapter
policy. Through petition, members may re-
quire the ExCom to call membership meet-
ings.

2.3 Membhership Meetings. Upon petition
by 2% of the members, the ExCom shail cail
a membership meeting with at least fourteen
(14) days written notice to the members stat-
ing time and place to consider subjects speci-
fied in the petition. No binding action may be
taken al a membership meeting, but resolu-
tions addressed to any Club enlity may be
adopted. The quorum for a membership meet-
ing shatl be [9% of the Chapter members.

2.4 Election Petitions. The members may
petition for a special efection by obtaining sig-
natures from 3.5% or more of the Chapter

e e e e e B
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members. Petitions shall state separately each
issue to be decided, If the issue is the recall of
ExCom members, candidates who shall take
office if the recall is successful may be nomi-
nated in the same petition.

3, Executive Committee (ExCom). 3.1
Number. Subject to the powers of the mem-
bers as provided by these Bylaws, the man-
agement of the affairs and activities of the
Chapter shall be in the hands of an ExCom of
nine (9) members elected by the Chapter
membership for terms of three (3} years, plus
one eepresentative from each Chapler group
selected according to the group’s bylaws, and
the Council Delegate, Ex Officio (if needed).
Group representatives may vote and hold any
office except Council Delegate or Alternate.
Groups may designate alternates who may
vole in the absence of the representative.

In any election, up to three (3) members may
be elected for full terms, as fong as the size of
the ExCom does not increase as a result and
no fewer than three (3) terms will expize in
any future year.

Members elected shall take office at the first
meeting foltowing the counting of the ballots.

If not otherwise members of the ExCom, the
voting members,

3.2 Pawers. Only the ExCom or those spe-
cifically authorized by it or its designees shall
act in the name of the Chapier. The ExCom
shall have the authority to make rules and
regulations for carrying out the provisions of
these Bylaws. If any appeal arises concermn-
ing any act or decision of the ExCom, the
Board or its designees shall have the power
to determine the procedures to be followed.
Chapter actions must be consistent with Club
purposes and the policies and directives of the
Board or its designees.

The ExCom may call meetings of the Chap-
ter membership at large with fourteen (14)
days writicn notice to all Chapter members
stating time, place, and subjects to be consid-
ered. Notices shail be published in a Chapter
newsletter or other publication provided to all
meinbers.

The ExCom may call and conduct special
elections in accordance with these bylaws.

The ExCom may establish and dissolve
groups, sections, and committees as provided
in these Bylaws.

The ExCom may appoint and remove Chap-
ter officers, representatives, and committee
members at any lime.

3.3 Responsibiities. The ExCom shall as-
sure that the activities and services provided
for the benefit of the members by the Chapler
and its groups, sections, and other enlities
comply and are consistent with these Bylaws
and any Chapter Standing Rules, policies and
directives of the Board or its designees, the
Bylaws and Standing Rules of the Club, and
applicable faw. Such activities may include
but are not limited to firancial management,
membership services, preduction of publica-
tions, and conservation, outings and political
programs. Authority may be delegated to carry
out such activities, but the ExCom shall re-
tain overall responsibility and controf.

3.4 Vacancies. The ExCom shall have the
power to fill a vacancy in any elected or ap-
pointed office. A vacancy in an elected posi-
tion shall be filled for the remainder of the
unexpired term by vote of the remaining Ex-
Com members.

3.5 Officers. The ExCom shall elect from its
membets the following officers, who shall also
be Chapter officers: a Chair, a Vice-Chair, and
at its option, a Secretary and a Treasurer. The
ExCom may appoint {rom outside ils mem-
bership any other Chapler officers it consid-
ers necessary, including the Secretary and

.Secretary. and Treasuser shall.serve.as. nons.. Treasurer-All such officers shatl:be Chapter. ..

members.

At the discretion of the ExCom, offices may
be combined, provided there ate at least two
distinct officers. Assistants to these officers
may be designated from among Chapter mem-
bers.

Notice of the officers and appoiniees of the
Chapter shall be provided to Club headquar-
ters annually upon selection, or as reqtired
by the Board or its designees.

Avacancy in any Chapter officer position may
be filled by a majority vote of the voting Ex-
Com members present at any regularly sched-
uled ExCom meeting.

Any Chapter officer may be removed by a
two-thirds majority vote of the voting ExCom
members present at any regalarly scheduled
ExCom meeting,.

3.6 Representatives, The ExCom shall elect
from among its members elected by the en-
tire Chapter membership a Chapter Delegate
and Alternate to the Sierra Club Council. The
term of the Delegate shall be three (3) yeass.
The Council Delegate shall be a voting Ex-
Com member for the duration of the appointed
terin as Council Delegate.

The ExCom shall appoint Chapter members
as delegates and alternates to the appropriate
Regional Conservation Committees (RCCs),

Coittinued on next page
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as provided in the relevant RCC Bylaws. The
RCC delegates and alternates shall serve as
ex-officio ExCom members, without vote, if
not already members

The ExCom may instruct delegates and alter-
nates before each Council or RCC meeting.
Delegates or alternates shall report to the Ex-
Com after each Council or RCC meeting.

A Chapter Delegate may be removed by atwo-
thirds majority vote of the voting ExCom
members present at any regularly scheduled
ExCom meeting.

3.7 ExCom Committees. The ExCom may
establish and appoint committees of at least
two ExCom members as it deems appropri-
ate. The ExCom may appoint one or more
ExCom members as alternate members of any
such committee, who may replace any absent
members of the committee. These commit-
tees shall have the power and authority to act
for the ExCom on such matters as the ExCom
may delegate, except as prohibited by law or
these Bylaws. By majority vote of its mem-
bers, the ExCom may at any time revoke any
or all of the authority so granted. The com-
mittees shall keep regular minutes of their

“proceedings and report the same from time to

time as the ExCom may require. A majority
of the members of each committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness by that committee.

3.8 Chapter Committees. The ExCom may
establish and dissolve standing and special
committees for such objectives as it may set.
Subject to ExCom approval, the Chapter Chair
shall appoint committee members from
among Chapter members. The Chapter Chair,
or another ExCom member designated by the
Chair, may be designated as a voting member
of each committee, except the Nominating and
Election committees. Standing committees
shall be appointed annually. Except for the
Nominating and Election Committees, the
ExCom may add, remove, or replace mem-
bers of any committee at any time. The Ex-
Com may fill vacancies on the Nominating
and Election Cammittees.

3.9 Open Meetings. All meetings of the Ex-
Com and its committees shall be open to at-
tendance by any Club member, but the Ex-
Com or its committees may convene in pri-
vate session for the consideration of any sen-
sitive matter, provided that any vote or final
action is taken in open session.

3.10 Quorum. A quorum for ExCom meet-
ings shall be a simple majority of its voting
members. An ExCom member shall be con-
sidered present at a meeting if physically
present in the meeting room at the time. Only
ExCom members physically present may vote.

3.11 ExCom Meetings. The ExCom shall
hold regularly scheduled meetings at least four
(4) times per year at times and places com-
municated in advance to all Chapter members.

3.12 Special Meetings. ExCom business may,
if necessary, be conducted at a Special Meet-
ing. A Special Meeting may be called by the
Chair or any three (3) ExCom members with
at least 48 hours’ notice by telephone or elec-
tronic means, or four days’ notice by first class
mail, unless all ExCom members waive this
notice requirement.

3.13 Absences. Except for group representa-
tives, any ExCom member who misses three
(3) regularly scheduled meetings over any
continuous twelve-month period shall be au-
tomatically removed from the ExCom. The
ExCom may reinstate the member by a unani-
mous vote of the voting members present at
the next regularly scheduled meeting.

3.14 Standing Rules. The ExCom shall ap-
prove the standing rules annually. This shall
occur immediately after the new ExCom
members take office.

4. Nominations and Elections 4.1 Annual

Election.An Annual Election shall be held in...

the fourth quarter of each year to choose Ex-
Com members. This election and any special
elections shall be conducted by secret written
ballot mailed to all Chapter members of record
at least four (4) weeks before the closing date
of the election, and shall be conducted in such
a manner as to ensure facility of voting and
tabulation, and secrecy of ballot. The ballot
shall allow each voter to vote for as many
candidates as there are positions to be filled.
A voter may not cumulate votes for any can-
didate.

The ExCom shall specify the calendar dates
and deadlines for appointing the Nominating
Committee (NomCom), production of eligible
voter lists, receipt of names for consideration
by the NomCom, receipt of ballot issue peti-
tions, the NomCom report of names of nomi-
nees, receipt of candidate petitions, appoint-
ment of the Election Committee, printing and
mailing dates for ballots allowing at least four
(4) weeks for return of the ballots, receipt of
returned ballots, and the date, time and place
for counting ballots.

The ExCom shall provide written notice of
this schedule and of the opportunity to nomi-
nate candidates by petition to all Chapter
members.

4.2 Nominating Committee. A Nominating
Committee (NomCom) of at least three Chap-
ter members, at least one not an ExCom mem-
ber, none of whom may be a candidate, shall
be appointed annually by the ExCom Chair,
and ratified by the ExCom, not later than four

(4) months before the designated closing date
of the election. Sufficient opportunity shall be
given for Chapter members to submit names
for consideration by the NomCom. The
NomCom shall attempt to nominate at least
two (2) more candidates than the number of
ExCom members to be elected, and shall re-
port the nominees’ names to the ExCom at
least two (2) weeks before the deadline for
submission of nomination petitions and five
(5) weeks before the scheduled mailing of the
ballots. Nominees shall be Chapter members
who give their consent. If the NomCom
chooses not to nominate a willing candidate,
the NomCom shall promptly inform that can-
didate of the opportunity to seek nomination
by petition.

4.3 Petition Candidates. The name of any
Chapter member proposed in writing by at
least one hundred (100) Chapter members
prior to the deadline for submission of peti-
tions, and who gives consent, shall also be
included on the ballot. The nomination peti-
tions shall be retained until the ballots are
destroyed.

4.4 Election Committee. An Election Com-
mittee of at least three (3) Chapter members,

at-least-one-not:an ExCom memberjshall/be s

appointed annually by the ExCom Chair and
ratified by the ExCom prior to the scheduled
date of mailing of ballots. No candidates may
serve on the Election Committee. The Elec-
tion Committee shall cause the ballots to be
prepared and mailed, and shall count the re-
turned ballots. Challenges of the conduct of
candidates or their campaigns shall be referred
to the Elections Committee. Decisions of the
Elections Committee may be appealed to the
ExCom.

4.5 Mailing Ballots, Ballots shall be mailed
to all Chapter members of record according
to the voter list obtained prior to the election.

4.6 Return of Ballots. Ballots shall be re-
turned to the Election Committee as directed
in the ballot instructions. Return of a mini-
mum number of valid ballots shall not be re-
quired for the validity of an annual or special
election.

47 Counting Ballots. The Election Com-
mittee shall count the ballots as soon as prac-
tical after the closing date of the election. The
candidates or their authorized representatives
shall be permitted to be present. The candi-
dates receiving the highest number of votes
shall be elected. Any tie shall be resolved
immediately, first by a recount, then if neces-
sary by lot at the ballot counting. The Elec-
tion Committee shall report the results imme-
diately to the Secretary. The Secretary shall
immediately notify the candidates and the
ExCom members and shall notify the Chap-

Continued on next page
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ter membership and other interested parties
as provided in the standing . les. The Secre-
tary shall report the results to the ExCom at
its next meeting. The ballots and nomination
petitions shall be retained by the Secretary for
six (6) months from acceptance of the elec-
tion results by the ExCom and then shall be
destroyed by the Secretary unless the election
is duly challenged.

5. Functions and Services. 5.1 Tunctions.
The Chapter shall provide functions and ser-
vices required by the Board, its designees and
the Chapter members. The ExCom shall de-
fine from time to time the methods and pro-
cedures by which these functions and services
shall be delivered.

5.2 Publications. The ExCom shall arrange
for Chapter publications to be distributed
regularly by print or electronic means to all
Chapter members, giving notice and report-
ing proceedings of the ExCom, Chapter meet-
ings, elections and other news, including an-
nouncements of social events and outings.

53 Conservation Program. The Chapter
Conservation Program shall further the con-
servation objectives and priorities of the Club
within Chapter boundaries, assist in interna-

“{otal ational ana fegional Clubactionsand
provide for the development and execution of
specific conservation strategies and action
programs authorized by the ExCom.

There shall be a standing Conservation Com-
mittee which will administer the Conserva-
tion Program. The membership of this Com-
mittee shall be determined by the ExCom.

The ExCom shall appoint a Conservation
Chair who shall provide a point of contact for
the public and other Club leaders, and assist
the ExCom in conservation planning, budget
decisions, resolving conflicts, training, and
implementation of the Conservation Program.

The Program shall be coordinated with other
Club entities. Chapter leaders shall not make
a statement or take a position publicly that is
contrary to a policy or position established by
the Board of Directors, the duly authorized
chapter, group, committee or other Club en-
tity, or the Club membership through refer-
endum, nor shall Club leaders or staff mem-
bers mention their Sierra Club affiliation if
they, in their own names, make a statement or
take a position contrary to established policy.

Conservation actions may not include civil
disobedience. No chapter, group, nor other
Club entity shall encourage, request or direct
any person 1o violate the law.

The Conservation Program shall provide an
opportunity for groups, sections, other Chap-
ter entities, and individual members, to be-

come involved in conservation activities. The
program shall also provide for recruiting and
training activists to develop the necessary
skills and judgment, for publication and dis-
cussion of conservation issues, and for net-
working and alert systems, such as phone trees
and electronic mail.

5.4 Membership Program. The ExCom
shall provide for a membership program that
keeps a copy of the roster of current mem-
bers, assists in efforts to recruit and retain
members, and is responsible for recruiting and
welcoming members and encouraging them
to participate in Club and Chapter activities.

5.5 Qutings and Activities. The Chapter Ex-
Com shall manage any outings and activities
programs in cooperation with Chapter enti-
ties that conduct such outings and activities.
Such management shall include butis not lim-
ited to the establishment of codes of conduct
appropriate to each type of activity, provisions
for approval and publication of notices, train-
ing and certification of leaders, screening of
participants, compliance with insurance re-
strictions and other Club policies, handling
of reservations and fees, restricting group size
and environmental impact, and investigation
of incidents and complaints. All outings and

activities shall'be sanctioned in-advance:

5.6 Political Action. The Chapter’s political
program shall include evaluating political is-
sues and positions, planning and conducting
the endorsement and support of candidates for
public office, and developing and leading the
efforts necessary for those processes. This
program may include federal, state, provin-
cial, territorial, and local government races as
well as ballot initiatives, and shall be con-
ducted in compliance with applicable law and
the Club’s electoral compliance guidelines.

6. Groups and Sections. 6.1 Groups. With
ExCom approval, Chapter members residing
in a contignous Chapter area may form a
aroup, subject to Chapter and Club approval
of group bylaws. A group shall elect its own
execulive committee by secret written ballot
provided to all group members.

6.2 Sections. With ExCom approval, Chap-
ter members interested in special activities
consistent with Club purposes, or other ap-
propriate subsets of Chapter members, may
form sections, subject to approval of section
operating procedures. Because section mem-
bership is optional, sections may assess dues
and also charge for activities, as permitted by
the Chapter ExCom.

6.3 Reports. Each group and section shall
submit an annual report of its activities to the
Chapter ExCom.

6.4 Suspension and Dissolution. By two-
thirds vote, the Chapter ExCom members
present at a regular or special meeting may
suspend or dissolve a group or section, if, in
the judgment of the ExCom. such action is in
the best interest of the Club. Such action shall
not affect the standing of the individual mem-
bers as members of the Club or Chapter. Sus-
pension or dissolution shall only take place
after written specification of the grounds for
the proposed action are furnished to the mem-
bers of the group or section affected and to
the Board or its designees. At the same Ex-
Com meeting, Chapter members shall have
an oppor(unity to comment on the proposer_l
action.

Upon dissolution, all remaining assets of the
dissolved group or section shall revert to the
Chapter.

As an alternative to dissolution, the Chapter
ExCom may require new elections to be held
for group or section office.

7. Finances. 7.1 Receiving and Expending
Funds. The Chapter may receive funds from
Club entities and may receive contributions
directly. The Chapter may not assess or col-
lect dues from its members, or charge addi-
tional-fees-for Chapter publications distrib-
uted to all Chapter members. Expenditures
shall be consistent with all rules, policies and
directives of the Board and its designees.

7.2 Fundraising and Fees for Outings and
Activities. Consistent with rules, policies and
directives of the Board or its designees, the
Chapter may conduct fundraising and other
activities, including outings, that require mem-
bers and others to pay a fee to participate.
Such fees may include both direct and indi-
rect costs and provide for operating reserves.
Announcements of fundraising events shall
indicate the intended use of the proceeds.

7.3 Authority Over Deposited Funds. The
ExCom shall have authority over all funds
deposited in accounts in the name of the Chap- -
ter and its entities. Every bank, savings, or
investment account must have on the signi-2
ture list for that account at least two signi-
tures, including the signature of a Chapter
ExCom officer. generally the Treasurer ar
Chair. 3

7.4 Requirement to Deposit. Unless other
wise specified by the ExCom or the Board
its designees, all monies received by Chapt
entities shall be deposited promptly in an@
count bearing the name of the entity, the Cha
ter, and of the Sierra Club. ;
7.5 Delegation of Authority. The ExCl
may delegate financial authority to Cha
entities. The Chapter shall retain respons

Continued on 1
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ity and control, Chapter entities must provide
satisfactory accounting at least guarterly to the
Chapter Treasurer, including all reports re-
quired 1o satisfy Club requirements and ap-
plicable laws.

7.6 Prohibitions. The Chapter and its enti-
ties may not borrow money, own real estate,
or contribute from its general funds o politi-
cal campaigns, candidates, or their parties.

7.7 Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the Chap-
ter shall coincide with that of the Club,

7.8 Books and Reports. The Chapter Trea-
surer shall keep proper books of account, and
shall report batances, revenues, and expenses
of the Chapter and its entities to the ExCom
at least quarterly, and to the Club Treasurer
or designee at the end of the fiscal year. The
Chapter Treasurer shall either file, or provide
the Club Treasurer with timely information
and funds required to file, all reports and re-
turns required to satisfy Club requirements
and applicable Jaws.

7.9 Review. As soon as practicable after the
close of the fiscal year, the ExCom shall cause
a review to be made of the books, including
those of all Chapfer entities.
‘the review shall be submitted to the ExCom
for their approval.

8. Construction and Amendment. 8.1 In-
terpretation of Bylaws. All questions as to
the construction or meaning of these Bylaws
are first to be refetred to the Chapter ExCom
for decision. Appeals from such decisions may
betaken to the appropriate level, as established
by rules of the Board of Directors. The deci-
sion of the highest of these entities that
chooses to act shall be final. All procedures
not prescribed by the Bylaws and Standing
Rules of the Club, these Bylaws, or the Stand-
ing Rules of the Chapter, shall be governed
by the current edition of Robert’s Rules of
Order, newly revised.

3.2 Amendment, These Bylaws are funda-
mental and shall not be added to, amended or
repealed except by a two-thirds vote of the
Chapter ExCom and a two-thirds vote of atl
mail ballots cast in an Annual or Special Blec-
tion. After proposed bylaw changes have been
approved by the Chapter ExCom, and before
they are submitted to a vote of Chapter mem-
bers, they shall be submitted to the Board or
its designecs for review and approval.

If an amendment expands the size of the Ex-
Com, but the annual election was held for
fewer membess, the ExCom may appoint
members or hold & special efection to fill the
new positions. If the amendment reduces the
size of the ExCom, the clected members re-
ceiving the most votes shatl serve.

Approval by vote of the members is not re-

ies. The results of |

Global Warming:
An Opportunity To Learn

The next mecting of the Southwest
Regional Conservation Committee (SWRCC)
is scheduled for October 7 and 8 in Santa Fe.,
At this meeting, a team of specialists in glo-
bal warming will make a presentation.

The eniire Siérra Club is broken down
into regions that cover multiple Chaptess. The
chapters from Utah, Celorado, and Arizona
join ours in this region. The SWRCC rotates
meelings among the constituent chapters. As
a conservation organization, one of the goals
is {o provide educational opportunities for its
members.

Since the details are still energing at
press time, if you want more information, we
need to our chapter clair, Gwen Wardweli,
at 884-8860, will be happy to help.

Paul Tashjian

The dam that llocks all those minnows
-- minnows whe can’t swim upstream
after floating downstrean,

quired for amendments needed 1o keep these
Bylaws consistent with changes in the Club
Bylaws, directives of the Board or its desig-
nees, or to correct inconsequential errors or
omissions. Such amendments shall require
only a majority vote of the ExCom.

A current copy of these Bylaws shall be filed
at the principal office of the Sierra Club,

8.3 Signatures and Effective Date. These
bylaws and any amended versions shall be
signed and dated by officers acting on behalf
of the ExComt and by the national entity des-
ignated to approve bylaws. These Bylaws as
amended shall take effect on June 1, 2000 or
when the signed copy is filed at the principal
office of the Sterra Club, whichever is later,
A copy of the signature page shall be returned
to the Chapter, and shall be attached to all re-
produced copies.
Rio Grande Chapter

Gwen Wardwel), Chair
Sierra Club Bylaws And
Standing Rules Commitiee

QOwen Maloy, Chair

Letters to the Editor

Editor,

Ralph Nader is more than an academic
interest 1o me. 1began two Nader's Raiders group
ir college, one as & Nolre Dame senior and the
other while bored in grad school st Virginia Tech.
These Public Interest Research Groups are alive
and well in many places around the country, in-
cluding one at UNM. In the mid- {98 | worked
directly for Ralph in Washington, organizing an
effort o get the Maryland legislature to pass a
banking reform. S, [ have known Ralph as a
mentor, employee and hero, And 1am voling for
Al Gore for president,

We have yet anather presidentiaf eiection
wheze the contrasts, not the simikarities, are suffi-
ciently broad 10 allow volers o clear choice, at feast
when it comes to issues affecting the environment,
Ralph Nader's candidacy could torpedo efforts to
address our most important challenges 1o our air,
water, habitat, and jand. How? By taking away
votes [rom Gore, the Teddy Roosevelt of our time,
and lead 1o the election of George W, Bush,

To say, as Nader constantly does, that
there is not a nickel’s worth of difference between
Bush and Gore is beyond hyperbole, it is ircespon-
sible. On the environmen, the difference is fun-
damental, even at the level of the ranning mates.
Twao stalwarls of the envirenment vessus two big
oil buds: ro difference?

[f you have a less thar satisfaclory taste
in your mouths from & years of Clinton at your

“helmy congiderhow you™d feel 1 Viee Presideny

Gore was not there to pezsuzde Clinton 1o

-- prolect the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

-~ enact ugh clean air nuies

- secure more financing for programs like en-
ergy conservation rescarch

-- promote many measurcs to preseeve diminish-
ing wild areas.

Bush's infanous record on ihe environ-
ment could hardly be less impressive, He has ai—
lowed Texas™ biggest polluters, his contributors,
to write environmental laws that make compli-
ance voluntazy. Texas wnder his leadesship ts 491h
in the nation iw per capita environmental spend-
ing. Houston has now surpassed long-suffering
Los Angeles as the smoggiest city, Texas now
ciaims the country’s highest levels of air and wa-
ter pollution and toxic releases. As for Bush’s
environment promises:

-- hand over the Arctic Refuge to the oil industry
- dilute the Clean Water Act

- eviscerate the Clean Air Act

-~ §ift protections oz public lands.

I am dismayed at those who would tum
their backs on such a ¢lear choice. To vote for
Nader in an election that truly makes a difference
is merely feeding inte the eynicism rampant in a
couniry of non-voters. Far better to vote on Jocal
and state races where the third party candidate of
your choice actually has a chance of winning than
throw away your vote in u way that coufd clect
your worst nightmare,

Sincerely, Ken Hughes

CLUB

FOUNDED 1891
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Statesmanship from Page 1

flunked. It allowed short term calculations of
profit and loss to obscure the greater dividends
of preserving integrity and sense of place.
Present efforts toward downtown revitaliza-
fion may yet renew Albuguerque’s urban iden-
tity, but they cannot recapture the singularity
of heritage that abided in e Alvarado’s walls.

Now another test of character awaits
Albuquerque and the entire Middle Rio
Grande Valley. Its central question is decep-
tively simple: what do the people of the vai-
ley owe by way of care or stewardship to the
river that makes possible their homes, their
wealth, and their comumunities? To believe a
recent public opinion poll, the people of the
region are exceptionaily loyal to their river.
They say that providing clean drinking water
is the only water use more important than
maintaining the river as a living river, together
with the plants and creatures that depend on
it. Rural people say this even more emphati-
catlly than urban respondents. There seems to
be agreement that although the river may no
longer be Grande, it should at least remain &
Rio. But to believe much of the rhetoric cur-
rently dominating the news media, one might
conclude that the job of caring for the river
always belongs to somebody else. Why the
difference! what gives?

The Middle Rio Grande is slowly dy-
ing of thirst, and only the endangered status
of one of its last native fishes, the silvery min-
now, prevents it from becoming a dead ditch.
The recently mediated modus vivendi to pre-
vent the extinction of the silvery minnow
through the remainder of the present irriga-
tion season is a good first step toward assur-
ing a living future for the river, but we still
have a long way to go. We'll have a better
chance of making wise choices if we do so in
a context of zccurate information and sound
ideas.

Try this one: the Endangered Species
Act and the silvery minnow are not & curse
on the region; they are a blessing, Without
them, our compounding demands for water
would already have done to the Rio Grande
what wrecking crews did to the Alvarado. A
dead ditch and a parking lot share a common
sterility. The goal we must seek is the oppo-
site in richness. ¢ includes a live river, healthy
agriculture, and secure communities. Those
who damn the minnow {this is done in legal
terms by arguing that it is exclusively a fed-
eral responsibility) commit a double sin: they
both curse the darkness and fail to light a lamp.

Win-win solutions exist, but we won't
reach them until we abandon the distorted
view of present tensions as a fight between
fish and farmers. Such a characterization
makes for easy copy and captions, but like all
stereotyping it draws its main strength from
prejudice, not from fact. It also ebscures and
unnecessarily delays the long-term mutual
accommodation that our communities desire.
Other regions are far ahead of us in learning

this lesson. In California, for instance, vari-
ous agriculturaf distsices are successfully con-
serving water for alternative uses -- and earn-
ing a profit in the bargain. The same thing can
happen here -- but only if peeple lower the
volume of their rhetoric and look at facts
afresh.

Misinformation and missing informa-
tion are as detrimental to useful public dis-
course as good information is essential. The
outstanding recent series on the Rio Grande
by the Albuquerque Journal has rendered real
service toward broadening public understand-
ing of the river’s plight. Yet to believe the
Journal’s editorial page, one might conclude
that [egal actions by environmentalists have
destroyed possibilities for future collaborative
problem solving.

In fact they have accomplished the
opposite. The force of law has clearly been
necessary this sumimer to keep the river wet
and to avoid extinction of the minnow. Only
the power of the court has been able to bring
the principal interests to consensual agreement
in addressing the needs of the river, even if
only temporarily. The challenge is to build on
this foundation and for the parties 1o craft the
longer term 1nulti-lateral agreemenis on which
survival of the river will depend.

o Somezweeks- back,-one-might=also.-

have understood from an editorial presented
here that the Burean of Reclamation’s order
to the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy Dis-
trict to keep the river wet was an imperial
imposition on district farmers to bear solely
the burden of sustaining the minnow. Such a
view may have gratified the ire of anti-feder-
alists, but it was no moee factual than procia-
mations of Dewey's defeat of Truman in 1948,
The facts are these: as of the day of its order,
Reclamation had bought 78,000 acre feet of
water with which to mainfain the minnow
through the irrigation season. MRGCD had
meanwhile provided no more than 3,000 acre
feet. Moreover, as of the issuance of the or-
der, MRGCD had taken no action to ration
water defiveries, even though, irrespective of
the minnow’s needs, shortages loomed. Rate-
payers of the district and the general public
may want 10 ask why drought contingencies
were ignored through April, May, and June
of this very tough year. Reclamation has since
continued to buy water for the minnow, and
farmers have borne little if any of the burden,
The recent apparent shortage of irrigation
water that occasioned a demonstration near
Socorre was the result of delivery manage-
ment problems, not the taking of farming
water for environmentai purposes.
Misinformation wiwd missing informa-
tion have also attended most newspaper ilis-
cussions of the river’s histery. One oft-re-
peated bit of nonsense holds that in 1752 some
four hundred miles of the river ran dry. Upon
examination the source of that non-observa-
tion proves te be a famous teller of tall tales,
James Ohic Pattie, who came though New

Mexico in the late £820s, more than half a
century after the event he purporied to de-
scribe, To put the matier politely, Pattie did
not know what he was talking about,

But the river does run dry, no ques-
fion about that. In 1752 it appears to have run
dry in the B Paso area and upstream not quite
as far as Hatch. Evidence for the 19th century
suggesls that it went dry at El Paso about once
every seven {o ten years. Alter the large-scale
development of irrigated agriculture in the San
Luis Valley of Colorado in the [880s, it ran
dry more frequentky and over longer stretches.

But now for the missing information:
it is foolishness to say that, since the minnow
prospered in times past when the river peri-
odically ran dry, it should be able to survive a
dry river now. Compare the river past and
present, Once jt was longitudinally whole,all
its parts connected; today it is severed into
shorter lengths by dams, diversions, and res-
ervoir stillwater. Once the river meandered
across a broad floodplain, often in braided
channels among which ponds and sloughs
abounded. When flows diminished or ceased,
remuant pools sustained this complex system
and offered refuge for the river’s creatures.
But levees, jetty jacks, and an unnatural flow
regime controlled by multiple damns have nar-

~rowed and simplified the river, destroying.its-

native resilience. As a result, the hydrologi-
cal marvel that was once a twining of fong
liquid ropes has become a series of short, thin
cords. No thinking person can doubt that the
drying of the river today produces exponen-
tiatky greater impacts than in the past.
Interstate Stream Commission engi-
neer Norm Gaume has pointed out that the
river does not possess enough waler to sat-
isfy everyone’s desires. Clearly, we must con-
tend with limits, yet we are not poor in alter-
natives. We face a range of choices, not just
among uses, but among strategies for stretch-
ing supplies. If we are going to understand
our options fully, we will need from local lead-
ers, including the leadership of the MRGCD,
qualities of candor, epen-mindedness, and
statesmanship that have not recently distin-
guished them. We also need for all members
of the media to keep the big picture constantly
before us. The enemy of understanding is the
rapid jerking of the knee, and the task ahead
demands cool heads and broad vision. May
we all, as necessary, strap our ankles down.
More is at stake than a fish. The ncedless loss
of the Alvarado should remind us how easy it
is to embrace a path, attractive in its simplic-
ity, that is shortsighted, wasteful, and irre-
deemably wrong.
[ Willian deBuys lives in Santa Fe. His latest book,
Saft Dreaws: Land and Water in Low-Down Cali-
Jornia, won the 1999 Western States Boak Award
for Creative Non Fiction. ]
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Water In The Rio & Stop Sprawl

Minnow Safe For Now from Page 3

In fact, however, almost all remain-
ing silvery minnows are confined to the 55
mile stretch of river between the San Acacia
Diversion Dam, a dozen or so miles north of
Socorro, and the headwaters of Elephant Butte
Reservoir. This is because of the presence of
three diversion dams in this stretch of the river,
combined with the manner in which the min-
now reproduces. The minnows release their
eggs into the current when they reproduce,
where the eggs and young fish float down-
stream for about five days before the fish are
able to control their movements. Under natu-
ral conditions, silvery minnows would swim
back upstream in the course of their lives.
However, if the eggs or young fish float over
diversion dams, they are trapped below the
dam.

Over the years, the surviving popula-
tion of silvery minnows has in fact become
heavily concentrated in the reach south of the
southernmost of the diversion dams - at San
Acacia. Almost none are now found anywhere
else. However, this is precisely the area that
is dried up almost every year during irriga-
tion season. In 1996, an estimated ten thou-
sand minnows died in this stretch when the
river was emptied at the beginning of irriga-
tion season. Broadly speaking, our goals are
thus first, to keep the San Acacia reach wet to
prevent the extinction of the minnow; second,
to remove the diversion dams to allow min-
nows to repopulate upstream areas, so that
drying of the San Acacia reach is not so criti-
cal to the species’ survival; and third, to im-
prove upstream habitat so that itis better suited
to the needs of the silvery minnow and to oth-
erwise implement necessary measures (o en-
sure the survival of the species.

Here are highlights of what we got in
the settlement of the preliminary injunction
motion and what it means for the silvery min-
now:

We got 49,900 acre-feet of water for
the minnow from the City of Albuguerque and
the United States. While this is a consider-
able amount of water, it is important to real-
ize that unless we get significant rainfall and
cooler temperatures, it is unlikely that this
water will be enough to keep the San Acacia
reach wet through the end of irrigation sea-
son. However, the agreement permits us to
go back to court if the water proves to be in-
sufficient. Unless weather conditions signifi-
cantly improve, we may well be back in court
on another motion for a preliminary injunc-
tion in September.

The agreement also provided 36,000
acre-feet of water for farmers. This water also
assists the minnow to some extent, because a
substantial amount of water is lost to open
water evaporation and evapotranspiraﬁnn be-
tween the upstream reservoirs where the wa-
ter is stored and the San Acacia reach where
the water is needed. If the irrigation water is
in the river, we will not have to bear all of
those losses ourselves. This provision of the

by Edward Archuleta
Sprawl Issues Chair

I recently received an email message
from a member, Marianne Thaeler of Las
Cruces, who wanted to know what folks in
Dona Ana County could do to fight sprawl.
She mentioned that this southern New Mexico
county was one of the fastest growing in the
country, up 25.7% in population in the last
ten years. In fact, according to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, Dona Ana now has 170,361 resi-
dents, thirty-five thousand more than they did
at the beginning of the 1990’s making it the
second largest county in the state.

Ironically, as the newly appointed
chair of the Sprawl Issues Subcommittee for
the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club,
and as a project director with 1000 Friends of
New Mexico — the state’s leading advocacy
group fighting sprawl, I didn’t have an an-
swer right off.

1t really made me think, “How do you
fight sprawl?” As the number one issue that
the Sierra Club has taken on in the last year, it
is something we should all become more inti-
mately involved in. Sprawl is the one issue
that affects everything that the Club stands
e e g e SR SN R
agreement also shows how minnow manage-
ment can be good for farmers as well as fish.
Without this agreement, farmers would have
had to stop irrigating around September 10.
Now they can irrigate through the end of Oc-
tober. It is fish AND farmers, not fish versus
farmers.

The agreement provides for recon-
necting the river and for upstream passage for
the silvery minnow, i.c., removal of the di-
version dams.

The mediation will continue in Sep-
tember to attempt to agree on other compo-
nents of a long-term solution to ensure the
survival of the silvery minnow.

The survival of the silvery minnow is
by no means certain. The minnow water is
being managed close to the edge to try to
stretch it out. If a mistake is made, minnows
could be lost, and there may be too few min-
nows to recover. We could end up needing
more water this year, and the court might not
agree with our legal theories and refuse to give
it to us. Next year could be even more diffi-
cult than this year. It is unlikely that the long-
term measures to ensure the species’ survival
could be implemented before next year, and
if the drought continues into next year, it may
be even more difficult to find water for the
minnow. No one should feel sanguine because
of the settlement this summer. The fate of the
silvery minnow still hangs in the balance.
[Richard Barish is Rio Grande Issues Chair
for the Central N. M. Group, as well as the
Chapter Legal Chair, and the Chapter’s Trade
Issues Chair.] [See related photo on pg. 9}

Fighting Sprawl

for - protection of the environment, conser-
vation of water, rivers and open space, defense
of wildlife and endangered species, advocates
for cleaner air. If sprawl wins the battle, we
will have lost everything else we care about.

So what can we do? First I would
highly recommend obtaining a copy of our
recent publication, Spraw] Costs/Sprawl So-
lutions. It outlines what sprawl is, and what
the cost is to us as citizens and taxpayers. But
more importantly it offers solutions — tools
such as promoting infill and higher densities
in our cities. Changing the zoning laws to
allow for mixed-use developments (residen-
tial and commercial areas mixed together to
lessen dependence on the automobile). Buy-
ing open space to preserve land from devel-
opment. Promoting the use of transfer of de-
velopment rights. Forming conservation land
trusts. Insisting that our cities and counties
work together in managing growth.

But none of this is possible (or at least
most of it) without government intervention.
Since the early part of this century the U.S.
Supreme Court has upheld in numerous cases,
that one role of government is tu protect its
citizens through planning and zoning laws, s0
this isn’t a Communist plot.

The number one thing that we can do
to fight sprawl, is to let our government —
city, county, state and federal - know that we
care about how and where we grow, about our
quality of life, about preserving those things
{hat make the Southwest a special and beauti-
ful place to life.

Start making a nuisance of yourself at
neighborhood meetings, at City Hall, in
County Commission Chambeis, and at the
State Capitol. Tell your elected and appointed
officials that new developments away from
urbanized areas are inappropriate and innec-
essary. Advocate for redevelopment and
revitilization in existing areas, including in-
fill. And don't become a “NIMBY” (“not in
my backyard”). We're all in this together and
we all have to do our part. Ask them that you
want open space bond measures on the bal-
lot. Urge them to create regional planning
bodies so that overlapping jurisdictions work
together on managing growth.

It’s not going to be easy. But if we
care about where we live, we have no alter-
native. Time is running out. Just look at met-
ropolitan areas around us in our neighboring
states. Do we want to become like Phoenix,
or Denver, or Dallas? I think not. As mem-
bers of the Sierra Club, it is our duty to be-
come involved and help save this unique cor-
ner of our planet.

The Sprawl Issues Subcommittee is
currently recruiting members to help with its
efforts. If you'd like to participate, please call
Edward at 820-7452 in Santa Fe, or at
edarchuleta@aol.com
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Toad

by Kathy Roberty
Placitas

Well, it’s that time of year again. The
thunderstorms are booming across the mesa
and that means, you guessed it, the toads are
out. Just this morning, [ found my first in-
trepid explorer staring down one of my cats
and trying to figure oat how to burrow into
the brick floor of my panizy. After moving
him to some soft, moist dirt where he could
protect himself, I decided 10 sit down and write
to all those people who called, wrote, came
by, stopped me in the village, in the store, or
in the post office, and asked how to best take
care of our little friends,

A lot of things have happened in the
year since the Boston Globe arlicle came out,
P've tearned a great deat about toads in gen-
eral, and our toads especially. This year it’s
gaing to be particularly tough on them, not
only because of the extreme drought condi-
tions, but because of the mindless and ram-
pant growth forced upon us by greed moti-
vated local developers whe claim to be aur
neighbors and a laissez faire County Commis-
sion that claims to be our government.

The presence of heavy machinery, in-
creased traffic, and paving of roads are already

. having a noticeable effect, Between the out-
* right destruction of their limited habitats and
the vibrations of the heavy machinery (which
creates a sound wave through the ground that
mimics the sound frequency of thunder and
is the 10ads signal to emerge and feed) the
population of adult, breeding age toads is di-
minishing quickly. If they emerge and can't
find water, they’re dead. Pericd. End of toad.
Biologists in Arizona and New Mexico have
already determined that heavy machinery and
tecreational vehicle use (ATV’s, motorcycles,
elc.) are one of the leading causes, if not ip
fact THE leading cause, of premature emer-
gence. And then there are the roads, Paving
and grading of diit roads have drastically

by Charles G. Bell
Two days of rest from the city; they

Fields and oaks are browa, the elms are bare;
One sycamore lifts tattered leaves, fold
In the long fight, over the whiteness of boughs,
On gusts of wind, clouds are forming
Through which, in slower recurrence,
But look: that waod Jot, felled,
Where commuter houses mushroom: there and
And yet we call it nature and solitude-
All things being relative 10 what we have,
Across earth’s curve, trails a wedge of smoke,
A new power plant by the Skokie line-
Likely, they say, te become muciear,
I'have also heavd-ironical speculation-

That the work of man is to make stellar explosions,

Novae of the night, flashing the record
Of such mad discovery and release as ours.
Lcall it doubtful; but the truth is o less bitter:

are welcome.
Aflernoon: the sky refaxing, holds the horizoned land;

and dissolving,
brightens the moon.
those farms abandoned;

Time

changed the sutface water availability. The
water can’t absorb into the new blacktop, so
itruns off, More often than 11et, it runs off on
ta the roads the County didn’t pave and jnto
places it hasn’t ever flowed before. This
leaves the toads highand dry because they've
burrowed in the same places for YEARS, hay-
ing somehow, in some loadly way, determined
where it's going 1o be wet enough aext year
lo re-emerge. And as if that wasn'y enough,
the petroteum based asphalt is leaching all
kinds of toxins into the surface water the toads
50 desperately require,

The importance of safe water for the
toads cannot be understate, Biologically, they
depend on water in a way too complex to dis-
cuss here, but suffice to say, any contamina-
tion interferes with their metabolism, and their
metabolisms are far too marginal 1o begin
will.  So, if you see one of our litle neigh-
bors out in the open, on dry ground, or being
hamrassed by a Pet, please take the timne to res.
cuethe poor thing, Get it into some soft, moist
soil and cross your fingers. With any kind of
luck, witen the rains do come, you'll be able
to hear one of the most beautiful songs the
mesa can offer,

I would also like to thank the many
kind and generous People withaut whom this
project wouldn’t have otherwise suceeeded
and those who came out angd adopted toads
last year. Because of the dry conditions and
the changes in road drainage 1 am worried
about being able to maintain the toad ponds
this year, so if you have a good place to re-
lease them where they’ve got a chance to sur-
vive, or if you just want to know more about
these wonderful creatures, please contact me,

Kathy “The Toad Lady” Roberts
PO Box 561

Placitas, NM 87043
domesa@mymailstation.com

Nova

Cohousing:
A Kindred Spirit
by Shea Richland

Over six years ago a group o
cerned citizens came together in Prescot
Zonha tg creale a community where the

ronment and people were both highly v
Many of these people were members of
nizations like Sierry Ciub, Nature C¢
vancy and the Audubon Society. Their v
are reflecled in a new cohousing neigi
hood where the first residents are moving
their new homes this month, A Grand C
ing celebration is slated for later this surr
Manzanita Village of Prescolt is pedes
oriented and within walking and biking
tance to schoals, shopping, hiking and &
tainment. Located on 12.5 acres,
townhouse-style homes are clustered are
@ common outdoor space. This conse;
much of the land as possible for natural h
tat and community gardens and contrib:
to a safe, congenial and ecologically se
tive environment. Enetgy efficient homes
lize passive solar heating and heat recoy
ventilation. Living together in a cooperar
commuity enables singles and families
take advantage of the group for things |
child care, bulk fooq ordering and gardeni;
It encourages a more envirommnentally frient
approach to living by fostering Tecyclii
composting, care pooling and sharing 3
sources. This cohousing neighborhaod is ¢
signed afier a concept which originated
Denmark, made its way to the United Stat
about ten years ago and definitely has tak
root in America. Flagstafy, Phoenix, Sho
Low, Tucson, Winkleman, and Roogevelt a
hest to cohousing or intentiona] communiti
insonie stage of development. There are abo:
40 cohousing cominunities in existence
tionwide, another 40 under construction an
another 150 groups in process, For more i
formation about Manzanita Village of Presco
call 1-800-555-3810 or visit our Website
mwaz.com/cohousing.

Bacteria too disnupt their habital:
This waste and overweenin £ is a mark
Cf life-nor of life only.

If new stars

Are not the pyres of warring creatures,
[tis only that atoms can explode without us;

there.

They have their native ways which we inheril;

The perilous urge and chain-reaction,

From bownd to unbound fated flameward,
South and west a freight train rumbles;

A flight of jets crosses overhead.

They are not even gainful wings of comttierce,
But trainers of war from the Glencoe base.
Tomerrow we return ta the soar of the city.
Two days of rest on a lcmporal‘is!and,

We walch the winter woods and enduring sky,

As we dream in the eddy of an exploding star.

{from POEMS, 2000, Collected Revived from SONGS: | 253 & '66.,
2p- 20-7. “Nova” {new Jorm): Nova ( Chicago, Nov. 1051 ) For
Isabel Harper; our Libertyville Hosress]

Page 12—Rio Grande Sierran




Wasre Reduction fromt Page 3

sue paper, Food consumption for example has
far ranging impacts that effect more than gro-
cery stores and our buying habits. Transpor-
tation consumption has similar far ranging
impacts. We will develop impact statements
and develop education materials for our chap-
ter and groups. I know there is someone out
there that has an interest here and would take
this ball and run with it. I'm starting to get
some great information on consumption re-
duction groups natien wide and want to de-
velop a plan for NM too. Please conlact me.

3) Lifestyle Simplification. As I said,
Waste reduction is something I know. Con-
sumption Reduction is something that has a
new twist but I understand how great the im-

Measuring Pollution:
Rural-area Vehicles Emit More Particulates
Than City Cousins

Cm top of looming tougher pollution rules
for sport utility vehicles and other popular ve-
hiclcs, an environmental engineer here now has
devised a new measurement that is likely 1o have
a future impact on air pollution measuzes and stan-
dards nationwide.

1t’s called ppym — pollutant per vehicle
mile — and it measures the total particulate-nat-
ter emissions a vehicle makes per mile traveled.

Jay R, Tumer, D.Sc., assistant professor
of chemical engineering and civil engineering and
dircctor of the University's Air Quality Labora-
tory, has performed an ambitious study of vehicu-
tar emissions in the St. Louis region, measuring

The acidity of the matter, its heavy metal compo-
sition and the sheer volume of minuscule particles
suspended in the air all make your automebiic
particuiate-tnatter air pollution a potential public
health threat,

Turser and his students used particuiate
matter samplers that pull air through fillers, mea-
suring the mass of the filters before and after the
sampling. They concentrated on Intersiaie 40,
whick runs through the heart of S1. Louis, and
Interstate 55 in Madison County, Ill., seme 30
miles northeast of St. Louis.

Periodically, from Fanuacy to April 1998,
the team painstakingly counted and classified ve-

pact. “This thing with lifestyle simplification particles smaller thaa 2.5 micremeters in diam- hicles at both sites during six- o eight-hour time

intrigues and excites me to no end! I'm one
of those stuck on that treadmill and they have
it cranked up there where all I can do is rush
from here to there rying to make ends meet,
trying to get someplace that doesn’t exist, try-
ing to do what’s right but knowing that this
crazy life I'm leading, just in itself has nega-
tive environmental impacts. I'm going to get
off that thing and something tells me it will
be as difficult as stepping over a chalkline
drawn on a sidewalk. That doesa’t mean that

I'm going 10."'turn on and.drop ouis. .Fm.go;, P

ing to figure out how to simplify my life so
that I can enjoy what’s good and let the rest
pass underneath. Like Consumplion Reduc-
tion, there is tons of good information out
there and we will bring it to you. In the 1800°s
Sweden was struggling with poverty and lack
of education. They started forming smakl
circles of folks working on education, 8-10
to a group. It saved their country and in 1989
they referred to themselves as a nation of
circles. There 1s a growing movement over
here called Circles of Simplicity where gronps
of folks get together reguolarly, as often as
weekly. They meet in each others houses in-
stead of other places to enconrage “commu-
nity” and work on ideas of simplification.
People are finding that “stuff” takes money,
energy and essence to acquire and then dis-
posc of. Learning to simplify reduces a lot of
clutter and gives us more lime, funds, and
ciear thought to enjoy life. “LESS STUFF,
MORE FUN"

Several churches and religious groups
are involved, like the Unitarians and the Quak-
ers. Maybe you have started. Maybe you
could help me get some circles started within
our membership. £ ihink this “commitiee” has
great potential and could be pure fun to get it
going.

Contact me at: Jay Morrow §77-3137
Jmorrow@bernco.gov
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Results frem an urban interstate site and
a nearby rural Hlinois site that Tumer surveyed
indicate that an average urban vehicle, whether a
motorcycle o diesel iruck, emits between 30 and
40 milligrams of particulate matter per mile trav-
eled; an average rural vehicle emits between 200
and 300 milligrams ppym iraveled.

8o much for fresh country air,

“We think there is much more heavy die-
sel traffic outside the city, and there are greater
road dust emissions in rural arcas because of the

highet it téadings, Tomar dxplatned.
Road dust is more thai the simple dirt a
vehicle stirs up as it moves along the road. Be-
sides dirt from seii, road dust aise contains the
suspended fine particulate matter created from tail
pipe emissions. It is a major component of vehicu-
lar air pollution and a matter of serious concemn to
the U.S. Envirenmental Protection Agency (EPA}
and the medical profession. Uppes respiratory ill-
nesses, cardiovascular diseases such as asrhyth-
mig, and cancer increasingly are being linked 1o
road dust and other vehicular patticelate matter,

Rio Grande Near San Antonio, New Mexico - Sunumer 1996

This is in the section of the Rio Grande
in which most of the remaining silvery min-
nows live, below San Acacia dam. Due to the
levees that have been constructed, constrain-

roximily to open land, and thase account for,

spans, taking five-minute readings every 15 min-
utes while they collected the particulate-matter
samples. They determined that the rucal site aver-
aged about 1,300 vehickes per hour; the veban o-
cation varied widely from 7,500 to 10,000 vehicles
per hour,

The results of the study, which was
funded in part by the EPA, were publistied in the
Jouenal of Air and Waste Management Associa-
tion. The data he has collected, plus his aralysis
of U.S. EPA mathematical models that predict air
particulate-matter emission rates, will help envi-

. i
Jonmental agencies and municipalities beller

sample théir roads and address their parficulate-
matier air quality challenges.

“The numbers fidicate that a single ve-
hicle stirs up a considerable amount of pacticu-
[ate matter, more so thun what people might
think,” Turner said. “When you then consides that
you can multiply this daily value by the many
thousands of mifes vehicles travel on the roads
each day, you get a clearer view of what role the
automobile polentially plays in air pollution.”

For more information on this story, con-
tact Tony Fiwzpairick (314) 935-3272.

Pawl Tashjian

ing the braiding of the river, and all the dams
(especially San Acacia), these pools are gen-
erally too shallow to support the minnow for
Jong under these no-flow conditions.
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Costs of Sprawl: Crunching Numbers, Numbers Crunch

by C.L. Bothwell ITI

The developers, realtors and
kowtowers to big business who people my
county's Commission are siruggling with the
developers, realtors and kowtowers who want
to supplant them. The burning issue, as ever,
is who can make the county grow fastest,

Lately it has been gloomily reported
that a handful of businesses have chosen not
to locate here, for lack of adequate sites. Ev-
erything flat is in use. (As a cheerful Cham-
ber of Commerce exec said awhile back, “The
biggest problem Asheville has is the moun-
tains.”) {Different strokes.) This dismal busi-
ness climate is abetted by a deaith of sewage
and water pipes and other freebees dear to the
hearts of transnational firms, It is further
dampened by a lack of workers, with busi-
nesses reporting hat they repeatedty hire from
afar.

Let me get this steaight: we don’t have
suitable places to put new businesses, we
don’t have the infrastructure necessary for
those potential businesses, and we don’t have
workers for newbies 1o hire. Huh? Then, could
someone please explain exactly why we need
new businesses at all? )

No, I'm not that dumb. I know why.
We need to make some very wealthy people
wealthier stiil. After all, who does benefit from
growth? Big landowners anxious to develop
their land and the developers who do the deed
are obvious beneficiaries. The electric com-
pany and other energy providers do pretty well
tao. Supermarket chains and fast food fran-

chises can’t wait. And our dear {riend WalMart,
murderer of downtowns worldwide, is abso-
lutely ga-ga for growth.

In our current election the biggest de-
veloper South of town wanls to knock off the
biggest developer Southwest of town, His cam-
paign posters carry the banner headline
“FREEDOM!"” and his platform is succinct:
“No zoning.”

Meanwhile, amongst the incumbents,
boosters of growth claim that efforts by the
Economic Development Commission have
hefped 32 businesses create 4,523 jobs in the
last five years, and that this has “contdbuted
substantially” to the $18.2 million increase in
state and local tax revenue” since then, and to
the cumulative $146 mitlion rise in personal
income during that same period, Let’s do the
math.

Suppose those 4,500 jobs contributed
ALL of the $18.2 million revenue increase, and
let’s suppose that the new workers make ba-
bies at half the national rate and therefore add
2000 children to public schools. Buncombe
County spends $4400 per student for educa-
tion, & little over $4000 of which is drawn from
state and local taxes. (Work with me on this.)
$4000 times 2000 is $8 million per year. ( did
this a couple of times in my head, but you can
use a calcilator if you want 1o,
should buy our Commissioners a calculator fer
sure.) This next part is no harder -- trust me -
- $8 million times 5 years s $40 million.

So, we have an estimated $40 million
increase in education expense funded by an

" Somebody

estimated $18 million in tax revenues. And
that is only for education! This doesn’t ac-
count for roads, sewers, water, police, land-
fiil and all of the other pesky incidental ex-
penses which increase with population, Nor
does this account for whatever “incentives™
have been offered to companies targeted for
recruitment. This reiterates a fact which
emerges in study after study, in state after
state, that growth of an urban area always in-
creases taxation. Always. “Increasing the tax
base” to benefit current residents is a bald-
faced lie.

Then what abowt the other claim, that
development efforts have helped spur a cu-
mulative $146 million pay raise during that
period? (1 used a caleulator on this one.)

That pay boost amounts to $768 per
capita for the 190 thousand residents here.
For a two-income family of four making
$70,000 per year, that is a 4 percent increase
over five years - and those were five very,
very robust years for the U.S. economy. In
fact, I would be totally flabbergasted if most
workers didn’t enjoy a much larger increase
during those years: the U.S. Labor Depart-
ment announced a 4 percent increase in wages
this past January alone. Since 1994, even the
minimum wage rose by a third...... as did my

Growth is good for the greedy, the big
cheeses that go crunch - on our wallets and
our environment -- biting the hands that feed
them. Perhaps we should withhold food?

Rio Grande and Houses In Flood Plain Near Socorro

Paul Tashjian

For repreduction of Cottonwood, property damage. Solution is to maintainzon- changes. Also, property insurance that is fed-

flooding is required to plant seed. Witk

ing that does not allow housing in flood plains

erally backed should not be avaiiable -- no

houses in flood plain, flooding will cause  -- and evidently Socorro County needs zoning  insurance should be available at allf
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Population
and Biodiversity

“The one process ongoing in the 19905 that will
take miltions of years to correct is the loss of ge-
netic and species diversity by the destruction of
natural habitars. This is the folly that our descen-
dants are least likely to forgive us,”

Edward 0. Wilson

Extiniction is not new to the pianet. It is,
in fact, an integral part of the history of life on
Earth, However, the current rate of species loss is
150 times higher than the nataral background rate
of extinetion. Human popuodation grewth interacls
with reseurce consumption pattems in many com-
plicated ways to produce this unprecedented mass
extinction. This fact slieet addresses the main
causes directly related to population size and
growth: habitat alteration, invasive species, and
gverexploitation.

What is Biodiversity?

Short for “biological diversity,” the term
“biodiversity™ describes the richness and complex-
ity of life on Earth. Biodiversity is usually mea-
sured in numbers of species but is really much
greater in scope. Biodiversity refers to both the
mumber of living species and the sumber of dif-
ferent genes in those species’ gene pools, for ex-
ample. The toss of our planet’s diversity is a dis-
turbing fact.

Growing and Declining Numbers, . ... ...,

On average, 2.37 people are bom cvery
second. Today, 5.8 billion people inhabit the
planet. The United Nations projects that over the
next 50 years, we may add nearly 4 billior more,
totaling 9.4 billion people. Ninety-eight pescent
of this growth is expected to occur in low-income
countries where natural resources and ecosystems
are afready stressed and fragile, and where social
services are limited.

With an expanding heman population,
many non-human species face decline or total ex-
termination. We destroyed 30 percent of the pata-
rai world between 1970 and 1995, At the curzent
rate of extinction, the Earth will have lost 25% of
its present aumber of species by 2050, Roughly
50,000 speeies vanish every year. Scientists esti-
mate that Earth harbors between 7 and 20 mitlion
species, of which enly 1.75 million have been cata-
logued, Sadly, many creatures will forever remain
unknown to us, for they are disappearing before
we get a chance even to leam about them.

Should We Care?

Yes! The loss of our planet’s diversity
touches us all. Biological diversily enderpins our
cxistence—only a species-rich environment can
provide us with food, fibers, and many ether prod-
ucts which we usually take for granted. Plants and
microorganisms create our soils; forests cleanse
the air and replenish our groundwater supplies;
frogs, fish, and birds control pests; insects pro-
vide pollination services without which many
plants would not reproduce. The list is long and
many interactions have not yet been explored.

Keeping Options Alive

The reason for the preservation of Earth’s
natural communities can be summed up in one
coneise phrase: We must keep options ative. Ulti-
mately we depend on the natural world for every-
thing. For example:

We depend on the natural world for our
food supply. Genetic diversity of our crops and
livestock is vital for our future food security in 2

rapidiy changing world. Genetically impoverished
stocks are more susceplible to pests and disease.
All agriculturat crops must be periadically bred
with wild varieties to increase or maintain their
productivity levels, .

Scientists also nete that biodiversity sup-
ports our health care system. Twenty-five percent
of drugs prescribed in the U.S. contain chemical
compounds derived from wild species. The cure
for ATI2S or cancer may be hidden in the vasl tracts
of still unexplored rainforests. By destroying for-
ests loday, we are limiting our options for treat-
ing illness in the fuiure,

Why Mass Extinction?

As more and more people inhabit the
planct, jess room, or habitat, is available for other
species. Qur behavior has caused broad-scale
modifications of the natural world, affecting ani-
mal and plant life in many ways. Three buman-
induced factors stand out as primary causes for
the unprecedented rate of species loss: habitat al-
teration, $he spreading of invasive species, and
overexploitation,

Habitat alteration

Habitat alteration is by far the most sig-
nificant cause of global species decline. Humans
claim more resources today than any other organ-
ism on Earth. [n the process of making room for
our growing numbers, we plow under and pave
over, split up and cut dewn, drain, pollute, con-
taminate, and sell away previously intact and-

.scapes, and thereby d nyaluable,

thousands of species, lnduéidal amnd agricuiluralg

pollutants poison individuals of many species and
make their habitats unfit for continued survival.

Today, only 27% of Earth’s habitable land
nass remains undisturbed, Large land mammals
with a need for large home ranges, and endemic
species {species that are highly adapted to a re-
stricted geographic area and do not occur any-
where else on Barth) are most affected by habitat
destruction,

As habitats dwindle, so does the possi-
bility for specics to move and migrate. This be-
comes particularly dangerous given the tlreat of
global climate change. Shoutd weather patterns
change, plants and animals cannot shift their range
as they were able to in the evolutionary past, and
are thus mare vulacrable to exiinction.

Deforestation is quite possibiy the great-
est threat to biodiversity at present, Forests are
biodiversity “hotspots”. The alarming rates of
deforestation are clearly linked 10 1he actions and
aims of commercial logging companies, large
landowners, distant consumers, international de-
velopment agencies, and government officials.
Socio-economic and political factors like inequi-
ties in wealth and land pwaership also play key
roles in the loss of habitat.

Invasive Species

Either inteationally or uninientionalty, a
traveling or migrating human population contrib-
utes to the spreading of so-called “invasive” or
“alien” specics. These are highly adaptable plant
or animal species that, once introduced into a new
environment, manage (o reproduce successfully,
and then compete with native species for valu-
able resources. These “pests” oftentimes
oulcompele or even prey on more susceplible and
vulnerable species, Endemic species ate especially
threatened by the invasien of non-native species.

In Hawaii, 75% of the original flora and
fauna has been replaced by noa-native, invasive
species. The archipelago’s unique bird populations

lection.

were among the hardest hit. Approximately 90
Hawaiian bird specics were endemic o the islands.
Barely one-thizd kave survived the onslaught of
aliea species intraduced by Pelynesian and Euro-
pean setilers, About 6696 of the remaining native
birds are threatened with extinction.
Overexploitation

Tumanity has always utilized nature's ser-
vices for survival. Exploitation of species for food,
clothing, and shelter has seldom led to serious
problems in the past. Butin today’s densely popu-
lated and profit-driven world, many species are
kunted, trapped of killed above their rate of re-
placement, This is overexploitation. Peofiteering
anet fashion fads fucl global demand and drive
conunercial overexploitation.

What Can We Do?

Species, loss is a difficult problem to
tackle. It is the ultimate, measurable result of many
interacting and muiually reinforcing factors, A
successlul approach to biodiversity conservation
must therefore be integrated.

Protected Areas

Mational governments have established
parks and other designated protected arcas to comr-
bat the rapid decline in biodiversity. A worldwide
tota) area of | billion hectares, equivaleat to the
size of Canada, is officially “protected.” Laudable
as such eflorts are, there still exist numerous prob-
lems inciuding proper law enforcement. Official
protection does ot necessarily mean actual pro-
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The U.5. Endangered Specics Act (ESA)
stands today as the main linc of defense against
further species loss in the United States. Passed
by Congress in 1972, the law intends “to provide
a means whercby the ecosystems spon which en-
dangered and threatesed species depend may be
conserved, and to provide a program for the con-
servation of these species.” Some species like the
Bald Eagle have experienced a comeback under
ES A protection. This Jaw needs Lo remain strong.

Stabilizing Cur Nambers
and Consuming Less

Stabilization of human numbers and con-
sumplion at sustainable levels throughout the
world is essential. The Sierra Club’s Population
Program works for poputation stabilization by
advocating increases in U.S. funding for interna-
tional and domestic family planning programs, and
for foreign assistance that supports equity for and
empowerment of women in socielies throughout
the world.

The Sierra Club’s
International Pepulation Campaign

The goal of the International Population
Campaign (global and demestic in scope) is to
stabilize population and reduce excessive con-
sumption in arder to protect our giobal environ-
ment and preserve our natural resource base for
oty Famities, for families throvghout the world,
and for our common future,

The objectives of the Enternational Popu-
lation Campaign are:

To seek increased U.S. funding for inter-
national and domestic family planning and repro-
ductive health programs o ensure that couples in
the U.S. and abroad are able to plan the size and
spacing of their familics.

To seck Lo slabilize population and reduce
excessive consumption by pursuing equily and
empowermetit of women.

More: www.sierraclub.osg/population
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Central New Mexico Group News

Nobody needs to el Sierrans how
important this election year will be to
the future of our American Wildlife
and Wildland Heritage, We face some
particularly clear choices this year and
bear some equally clear responsibili-
ties. The race for New Mexico's First
Congressional District is one of 2 hand-
ful of pivetal races nationaily. As the
largest assembly of conservationists in
the district, the Central NM Group of
the Sierra Club has a special responsi-
bilily under these circumstances and
shirking this responsibility is not an
herorable option. Thus, we have paid
careful attention to the records of the
candidates, their potential .to.be.suc:
cessfully elected and the probable costs
or benefits of such electoral success.

Although the incumbent has been
slow to respond to conservation com-
munity efforts to communicate with
her and better understand her think-
ing, the circumstances behind US
Representative Heather Wilsen paint a
prelty clear picture. She is not from
this part of the country; she has
painfully little knowledge of, seeming-
ly even less interest in, the uniquely
beautiful resources of this part of the
country or even the needs, desires, or
thinking of the people she claims to
represent; and her voling record has
been that of someone who was hand-
picked, by Republican bigshots at the
national level, to be a “Stepford Wife"
for the rightwing agenda, whick is just
what happened. Senator Domenici
dutifully came back to town for a visit,
anointed her as Representative Schiff's
successor, and quickly herded the local
GOP into dancing te the tune.

Heather wilson doesn't vote on
our behalf. She doesn't know us or this
district and could care less. Her record
on conservation issues has been
abysmal, just what you would expect
from a politiclan who owes her posi-
tion to rightwing party bigshots...
lock, stock, and barrel.

We desperateiy need a change in this
district and there is indeed a Green
Party candidate in the race; however,
those of you who have been watching
politics in New Mexico over the past
decade know that the Greea Party can
inadvertently make itself the best ally

the GOP ever had. This race is teo
important for us, This time, we need to
make our votes couat. We must get
Heather Wilson inte ancther line of
work., We can't afford to cast symbolic
votes this time.

We have another option, a very good
option. This time around, former US
Attorney for New Mexico John Kelly is
running for the seat in New Mexico's
Hirst Congressional District, He is not
just a good candidate; he is an

We reviewed John Keliy's candidacy
on the basis of a lengthy questionnaire
and subsecquent interview. Sierran
Richard Barish summed up the situa-
tion when he reported that “Kelly
returned a very sirong questionnaire”
and that his interview "answers contin-
ued to demonstrate a strong commit-
ment to environmental protection,” to
such an extent that the interview com-
mittee was forced to "unanimously”
recommend Kelly's endorsement.

excellent candidate.

Asus Attorney, John heroical-
~ly.withstoed enormons pressure..
to take direct and critical steps
to enforce and thereby preserve
the strength of the Endangered
Species Act, the Bald Eagle
Protection Act, Clean Water Act,
the Archzeological Resources
Protection Act, and many other
laws that we, as conservation-
ists, rely upon in our efforts to
safeguard our patural and eul-

tural heritage.

Thr()ughout kis long and
distinguished carcer, John Kelly
has worked to protect the public
interest. He represeated the
City of Newport Beach in a suc-
cessful fight to stop a potentially
disastrous expansior of the John
Wayne Airport. He represented
the Burnham Chapter of the
Navajo MNation against the
Consolidated Coal Company, El

Paso Natural Gas Company, and
the US Bureau of Reclamation in an
effort to mitigate strip mining impacts.

In ‘many of these efforts, John has
been joined by his wife, Attorney
Suedeen Kelly. A longtime member of
the Central NM Group of the Sierra
Club with John, Suedeen has repre-
sented or been employed by the
Natural Resources Defense Council,
US Environmental Protection Agency,
Southwest Research and Information
Center, Save the Jemez, the New
Mexico Waler Congress, and Natural
Resources Center of the University of
New Mexico. Suedeen Kelly also
serves as Bditer-in-Chief of the Natural
Resources Journal of the University of
New Mexico School of Law,

If we wait to find people more com-
mitted to the environment than John
and Suedeen Kefly, we won't find
them. 1f we fail to go to the polls or fail
to vote for John Kelly, we will be failing
ourselves,

In other news, our own Central NM
Group Excom eleclions will be coming
up this fall. Cecily Vix, Edward
Sullivan, and Richard Barish are our
nominating committee. if you have a
"hankering to help,” then contact one
of them and tell them o throw your hat
into the ring. It's good for you!

W
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Well, fan is coming; the summer
heat is lifting; and we will soon be
into those golden days that make
autemn ko the Southwest so beauti-
ful. Don't let the season slip away.
Join a Sierra Club Quting!

Join Rick Huriey and others at
5:45 M on Wednesday, September
. 13th, at Furr's on the corner of
"Juan Tabo and Central for a Sandia

hilte an east side trail until the sun
sets, satch the moon rise, then hike

;7. tance will be three 1o five miles and
- there will be a $3,% parking fee 'at

asnack, and a flashlight. For infor-
- mation, contact Rick at 209- 8401 or
.- ¢ RickHurley@aol. o,

Peak Exploration. - The group will

Espanola and the Vuile Grande for
"an easy expl
“('é’”ialevat
feet and some of the
off trail. The drive will be about

“260 miles roundtrip, with-some

-and lunch. Contact Rick at- either
299-8401 or RickHurley@aol.com,

Moonlight Hike.  The group will”
back in the moonlight. Hiking dis-

‘trailbead, Bring boots, some vater, .

"Meet Rick at Bank of Anieriéa;on
-the cormer of San Mateo and"
‘Academy at 8:30 AM on Saturday,
September 17th, for a Santa Clara '

drive’into the high country between

ough road travel; the hike wwill be -
about/six. miles; and there will be a
dinner :stopaftérwards. Dress for -
weather and bring boots, water,. #

RMeet again, at the same Banlk of
America on the corner of San
Matee and Academy, this time at
8:00 AM on Sunday, October 1st, for
the always spectacular Gallinas

Aspen Hike. The north end of the

San. Pedro Parks Wilderness has
nice stands of aspen and Rick will
try to show them to you at their
pealt, as well as search for the Red
Rock Cliff, if time permits. There
will be.a .drive of 240 miles

roundtrip; the hike will be cight to

ten miles; and a dinner stop is pos-
sible afterwards. Dress for weather

.and bring boots, water, and lunch.
Contact Rick at either 299-8401 or
RxckHurIey@aoI cam.

__Contact Rick Hurley, 299-8401
. or RickHurley@ael.com, for the fime
‘and place to meet for his Manzano
‘Fall Color. Hike, Saturday, October

14th. “Rick will lead the group up

‘the Bosque-Trail to the Manzano

Crest, with a loop te the Cerro

:Blanco trail. Prepare yourselves for
outstandmg views and brilliant fall

colors ‘in: the aspens and maples.

" This, will be a drive of 120 miles

undtnp d a hike of about eight

planned, there will be day hiking to
Cold Spring, Tonto Basin, or Blue
Mountain, all featuring spectacular
remote canyons and wilderness. A
high ground clearance on all vehi-
cles would be helpful, For more
information, contact Rick at either
299-8401 or RickHurley@col.com.

On Sunday, November 12th, Rick
will lead a group in to visit the San
Miguel Ruins in Bandelier National
Monument, jfust north of Cochiti
Puchblo. Hike six miles on trail,
with another four miles cross coun-
try, up a nice canyon and perhaps,
depending on the drought, see a
waterfall along the way. The drive
will be about 120 miles roundtrip,
Dress for weather and bring boots,
water, and Iunch., Contact Rick at
299-8401 or RickHurley@aol.com
for the meeting tinie and place,

DO you ever want to hike, but find
no outing listed for the coming
weeltend? Don't despair, join the
Sierra Club Qutings E-Mail List.
Everyone on the list will receive
instant notification of impromptu
hikes that don’t get into the

et ey
L, Wi

:Rlck Jas tentatnely scheduled a
-three day/car camp, at Cold Springs

near;the Apache Kid 'Wilderness,

-v,.frgm Friday. to Sunday, Novembcr
3rd through the Sth. If all goesas

an’ elevation change of
© 1,500 feet.” Dress for weather and
=b:mg boots, ‘water, and lunch

newsletter. You“can also submit’ "

your own hiking plans and invite

“others to join. It will be a great way

for members to stay in touch, For
information or to join, contact Rick
at 299-8401 or RichHurley@uaol.com.

Gg¥

‘much nicer meeting location for
these next two presentﬂtmns.

overy least, we will meet in Room
SB106 of TVI's Smith-Brasher Hall
at 717  University. . SE.  Smith-
Brasher Hall is the cylindrical brick
uilding on the southwest corner.of
‘University .and Coal.. .There is a

We arc also going to ‘be having
some inferesting General Meetings ™
" in ‘the months of September and’
October. 'We have even arranged ‘&’

For September and Octuber at the .

parking lot on the south side of the'
| midmg, just park. thete and waik i
S of ‘their wmgcd friends along.” It is
always aspecial acsthetic treat ito
-ﬁ.rsthzmd how God tmnslated, :

) a :

“In Sep.t'm'nbei, we got together at

7:30 PM on Monday, Scptember

"18th, to share a presentation by the
‘organization Hawks Aloft, hosted
- by Sierran Martin Heinrich, 'We all
,recognize that the health and status
''of top:native predators, like Wolves
:and Grizzlies, is one of the quickest
‘and most reliable indicators of total

ecosystem-health; yet, we often for-

get that hawlss are the top predators’
.- in the biggest ecosystem of all... the
heavens above us. Hawks Aloft will -
. tell us how these tigers of the skies

are faring.. -With any luck, Hawls
Aloft will also:be able to bring some

Sierrans have been watching the
plight of America's last truly wild
herds of Bison with much sadness.
For most of each year, these Bison
live peacefully within Yellowstone
National Park. With the coming of
winter, however, the grooming of
roads in the Park for snowmobilers
lures these herds into trying to
reach their ancestral winter range
along the northern border of the
Park, Thousands of these rare ani-
mals are being slaughtered by
Montana's Department of Livestock
as they cross that border. At 7:30

FM on Monday, October 16th, we

will'see an important presentation

by Cold Mountains, Cold Rivers on

this  tragedy, “its ‘causes, ‘and its

‘longterm impacts on both the Bison .

nd :Yellowstone' Natmnal Pa:k

smapN dno.ir) 03IXo MapN [elius’
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The Lorax - El Paso Group

Guest Lditorial

Leon Metz Concerned About Water Supplies
on the Border
by Leon Meiz

Thunks to writer and historian Met for perimission o pring his
CemeRiary,

If a recent newspapes mention tlzat El Paso fias sufficient water supplies
to last only another 23 years 15 corvect. that swould seem to be a serious
statenent. But obviously no one believed it because there does not
appear 1o be any seripus evacuation plannmg under way.

For if we are going to runt out of water in 25 years. then within that
23 years we need to have the following possibilities in place: huge
additiona water supplies to Lap inlo, or fewer thiesty people ard a

whaolce lot less industriatization.

A subsequent newspaper articlke menlioned that within five years CI
Paso would be ulilizing our "layaway” undergeeund ranch supplics
near Valentine, Toxas. In @ arce bit of Torward (hinkang. we
purchased and locked away that water lor fulure use perliaps 10 or
15 years ago.

Now fhal mvestment st he wlilized. As tings stand now, we have
hres known sources of waler, nol couisting 1he clouds. We have the
Rio Grande. the Tlueco Bolsen, and Valentine, Texas. The Rio
Grande by treaty and state contact Turnishes water te Colorado, New
Mexwo, West Texas, and Mexico. However, for as far as we can
look 1o the future. the Rio Grande pronuses to show us not a heck
of alol mare than a moist. sandy channel. CGur underground water.
which 1s the Elueco Bolson. supplies buth El Pase and Judrez. 1§15
nearly depletsd.

As lor Valentme. well. that's another water hole sindlar 1o the Tueco
Balson. a difference being that it is tethered to the ead of a long
mpetine, Hs supplics and capabilitics will likely never be much more
than shon-range, lemporary and slopgap.

So our problem secms obvious: We don™t really bave too little waler,

what we have is far too,many people on boll sides of the Rio
Grande utilizing substantiafly the same supplies.

Il we think 1hal El Paso can scrape by and Judirez can by worry-—ve-e—w-

about iisell. we need o think agan. Two million people are rot
going (o be concerned abont hovndaries when they are desperate for
water. A cenlury age, back in 1990, Ll Pase, Juirez and outlying
towns lagether had fewer than 60.000 people. They had sufficient
waler belween thein 10 last lerever. Teday this same area has more
than 3 thillion tesidents, and we are counting, counting. counting.
and connting. Uitil now. more peaple have always been a blessing:
loday muose people may very well be a cuese. Farms on both sides of
the Riv Grande wilk be the lirst w ge. We can always order our
celton and pecans from elsewhere, Within 21 years. waier will
become foa precious and teo expensive 10 wasie on trees and ether
plants. Yel. when we reach the point whete waler 1s oo precious for
anyrhing except hunan use, then we ve already passed the pont of
doing anything other than existing.

Of course. new water sources may evenually be feund. possibly m
sauthern Clhiliuahua, Al lsat wifl do. owever. 15 delay the day of
reckening. Eventually we will deplete all available supplics. then at
prehibitive cxpense we will punfy the brackish water, which we
curreptly have m vast quansiiies, Then

I suppose we might Noat icebergs down Lo San Enego and meit them.
or punsp 1 water from the Mississippi River.

S e bottom fine 15 shag the enemy 1sn’t the water, it1s us. We are
already far teo many, and Judrez and El Pase conlinue to be two of
llse Fastest-growing cities in the world. And the great influx may not
yel have even started. With water so limited. the only solutien is not
contuuied population growth, but less of it.. arvl starting soon. The
second siep is to redoce or ternunate regonal farming and
industrialization. Now is the time lo slarl wrestling wish the sericus
consequences of 100 many people living in a desert.

Pulling the Rug Out From Under Wolves
and Grizzly Bears
reporid by Liz Walsh

The Sierra Club reacts with concern 10 @ governiment announcement
that ut will be lessenmg proteenions for the gray well and grizzly
bear under e Endangered Spevies Act {ESA).

While gray walf nunshers have increased since Lhe species was {irs)
protected under the ESA in 1973, the populalions are concentraled
2 few 1salated areas and ke species 15 absent [toen the great
majority of its onigsnal range.

Taday 1here are gray wolves m: oaly two regrons of the U.5. - the

Great Lakes States and the areas in and surrounding, Yellowstone
National Park, If prolections for the woll are weakened, wolves will
be unable to eetorn to the Pacilic Northwest, California, or the
southern Rockies.

Under the government’s new proposal, ibe lethal control of wolves
will no longer be just a last resort 1o deal with humanfwolf conflicls.
11 will be applied more broadly than in previous years. For example.
i the Noctheast, wolves cousld be killed iF traphy hunters feel wolves
are preyIng upen oo many deer.

“The conservalion of the wolfl is a critical issue and one in which the
public needs 1o be invalved. We will be asking the USFWS (o hokd
hearngs on the propesal around the country,” said Bart Scrmeer. chair of
tlse Club's Endangered Species Commitiee. “Ultimately, we believe
the Anserrcan public is willing 10 slkase our wil pinces with the wolf,”

Grizzlies Threatened

Meanwhile, the Sicrra Club marked 1he 251k anniversary of the
lésting of grizzly bears (July 28, 1975) as a threatened species by
achnowledging the Endangered Specics Act as the prinary reason
that the majesiic specics has survived. rather than gone extinet, in
the lower-43 United States.

*“Thanks to a strong ESA, people can still find grizzlies in the wilds
of the norther Rockies.” staled Leuisa Willcex. of the Club's
Grizzly Bear Ecosysiems Project. "Today. afier 25 years of federal
pratection. we celebrate 1he protections of the Endangercd Species
Act that have helped stabilize Ukeir papulations in the Jower-48, but
we realize Where is still a long road abead 1o a full secovery.”

Today. only 1000 gnzzly bears - 1% of the original US grizzly
population- live on 1-27 of their historie range in five isclaed
ecosystemns in Wyoming. Monlara. Idal:o and Washingten state. The
Endangered Species Aet helped stop populations from a free-fall
decline in gnzzly munbers that began with settfement of (he West.
fiowever, human-caused lireats Lo these animals conitnue to
multiply, making Endangered Species status even more essentiat than
cver to their survival., Destruction of grizzly bear habital by logging,
nsdiieng, oif and gos development and pff-road vehicles is acceleraling
a1 unprecedented levels. Such develomments threaten to box the

‘bears-into:habiist remainders.that.are.toosmall 1o support aviable. .

populalion aver Llie long tena.

And 1his year alone, accidenial shootings by black bear Ianters have
exceeded tle recovery plan quola for allowable grizzly mortalily
tevels for the Tousth consecwive year. Also. six of the nine dead
bears lost 1o al] causes were females - a great loss, as the grizzly
Joesn't breed until 5-6 years of age, and then onky every third year.

“Hlere we aze, just hatfway tlirough the year, and we've alseady
exceeded the mortality cap for femate bears”, said Brian Peck. 2 wildlife
consultant for the Grizzly Bear Ecosysierns Project. “That's 58 dead
gnzzly bears - hat we know of - in (his ecosystem in the fast 36
montls. ‘Fle state and federal governments are sanctioning a legal bunt
thal 15 resulling n an illegal *take’ of listed grizzlies,” he concluded,

Despite this, the federal government 15 1aking steps to delist the
Yeltowstons geizely, removing its Endangered Species Act
protecteens. Last (all, the Interagency Grizzly Bear Comiiliee
approved 1 plan to remove federal protections from the Yellowstone
grizely by 2005,

“Not only is removing the bear from the endangered species list
premature and ikl-advised at fhis tine, the federal plan fabls far short
of providing bears with what they need to survive,” added Louisa
Willcox. “The only way 10 save grizzlics is to safeguard theic habsitat.
I we ail 1o save (ke lands they rely an, we will [ose one of the kst
living symbols of the American West and the essence of what makes
Yellowslone and Glacter National Parks national reasires.”

“The grizzly bear still exists in the lower-48 states because of
endangered species protection. But even afier 25 years of protection,
the grizzly is still not oul of the emergency room™.

Fhe Sierra Clul must make sere Lhat government zeal Lo show 1esuits
does not result in the delisting of species still in need of protectien. In
the case of the wolf and grizely. delisting will fikely consign both
speeies to a state of slow decline. from which they will bave 1o be
reseucd again. But by then there inay not be enough habitat lef.

Call for Ex Com Nominees

Annval Executive Committee eleclions are appreaching for both the
El Paso Group and the Ria Grande Chapter. Please contact a
Nominating Commiltee mensber il you would like to be considered
for candidacy, Your local commutice memnbers are Clizabeth Walsh,
Ann Falknor, Salty Savage, and Rollin Wickenden. Candidates may
ajso be nomnated by petition. Refer 1o 1he August LORAX for (he
election schedule.
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Outings (Area Code 915)

Sep 2-4: Labor Day Weekend Car Camp, Day Hikes,
Backpack

Place: Gila Witderness, based (rom Willow Creck

Class: Easy 1o Moderale

Lenpth: 0-15 miles

Elevation gain: (-2.000 leat

Leader: Laurence Gibson: 594-7342 (1)

Come on out Lo the beautiful. coel Willow Creek area of the Gila
Wilderness where thete are plenty of “different steokes for different
folks™. Some of us will simply car camp with the possibility te fish in
Willow or Gilita Creeks or day hike or bird watch at Iron Creek
Lake. Those of us destring more solitude will make a moderale
backpack, spending one night at Iron Creek and another dewn on the
Middle Fork of the Gita. We'll enjoy the pme needle-covered trails
of Gilita Creek and Iron Creek esa or possibly Claylon Mesa, There
should be time (o look for clusive Clayion Spring and fish for dinner.

Sep 9 Dog Canyon Day Hike

Place: Sacramento Meanlamns cast of Alamogordo

Class: Moderate +

Length: 7 mules

LElevation gam: 2.000 feet

Leader: Mike Epscopa: 584-9322 (ED

This classic eubing begins al Cliver kLee State Pack south: of
Alamogordo. There are good eamping facilities Far 1ose wha want
1o g up the ight Belore. The traif beguns sleeply over easy rock,
then climbs theough epen country, finably reaching a simall stream al
the ruins of an eld line cabin. Great views out over the Tulasosa
Basin are the mam attiraction of this hike.

Sep 16-17: Mimbres Lake Backpack

Place: Aldo Leopold Wildemess NI of Mimbres, NM

Cinss: Moderate

Length: 7 miles

Elevation gain; 1,200 feer

Leader:- Rotlin Wickenden: 532.9645 (leave message)

We plan to drive up the rough McKnight Road 10 the tmil head at -
MeKnight Fire Cabin near the crest of the Black Range, Qur trail
goces norih along 1he cresl, then up across the shoulder ol McKnight
Meumtain (10.165). Alter a shont side tnp to 1he peak. we will

continne. descending some switchbacks 10 our campsie at beautiful
Mimbres Lake. which is surmounded by a dense forest of spruce, fir.,
anl aspen. IT time permits, wi might Llake advaniage of one of
several great day hike opporiunities in this arca, Afler cnjoying a
moonlil night (weather depending), we'H retrace our route 1o the cars.

Sep 17: Hitt Canyon Day Hike

Flace: Franklin Mornlain State Park. eastern stope

Class: Easy+

Length: 6 miles niax.

Glevation gain: 500

Leader: Llizabetls Walsh: 583-1471 (11

Tt has been years since we followed this trail back imo the heart of
Franklin Mountain State Park. Beginning closc to 1he reservoir by
the: North Hills subdivision on the eastera slopes of the Franklins. it
wands back and up a bit lowards Aniliony's Nose, Join Professor
Walsh for a biologisis insights into the lfe of ke casyon.

Sep 23-24: Spring Cabin Backpack

Place: White Monntains NW ol Ruidose

Class: Moderate

Lenpils; 8 mites

£levation gan: 1,500

Leader: Lacrence Gibson: 504-7342 (11)

The White Mountain Wilderness above Bomilo Lake s ane of the
wanderful treasures availabtle ta Ll Pasoass. High altinsdes with
great vistas over the Tidarosa Basin enahle a ¢ity dweller 10 “gel
away from it all”™ in short order. This loep backpack chimbs sieeply
ar ibrotgh Argentina Canyaon to 1l crest. then descends gently via
the speetacular Crest Traif 10 1 Spring Cahin arca. featuring, buge
arassy tenl-sites under stately pines. [escent 1o the tail head 15
through pcturesgue Little Bonite Canyon

Outings and meetings of the El Paso Repional Group of the
Sierra Club are Ied by voluateers dedicated to the preservation
and enjuyment of our precivus nalural envirenment. We
cncourage donations te help us conlinue organizing and publi-
cizing (his valeable service to the community. A donation of only
$2-3 per person per event puts us al the hreak-even point.

Check the Web for the Ef Pasc Group's Latest News:

www.sierraclul.orgfehaplersfiiadelpaso

(

Sierra Club - E} Paso Regional Group Directory (Area Code 915)

Executive Committee

Chair

Laurcnce Gibson: 594-7342

Igibson@utep.edu

Vice Chnir

Jamic Newlin: 584- 1471
chactura@juno.com

Secretary

Ann Falknor; 833-9162
alalknor@prodigy.net

LORAX Editor

Sally S. Savage: 833-6899

Members

Ted Merlig: 852-3011
tnertig@cafhilink.nct

Shirley Phillips: 72-63503
sphillip@celp.rr.com

Liz Walsh: 584-1471
cwalsh@uicp.edu

Admirnistration

Treasurer
Kathy Sunday: 584-9301
sundayt @ ziancl.com

Chapter Rep

Ted Mertig: 852-3011
timertig@earthiink.net

Chapter Rep - Alternate

Sally S. Savage: 833-6899

Project Chairs

Lndangered Species/

Iabitat

Liz Walsh: 584-1471
ewaish@utep.cdu

LEnergy

Sally S. Savage: 833-6899

Environmental Center

John Sprout: 545-5157
Jsproul@utep.edu

Farest Organizer

Jamie Newlin: 584-147(
chactura@ juno.com

Franklin Meuntains

John Sprout: 545-5157
isproul@utep.cuu

Grazing

Ted Merlig: B52-3011
tmertig@carthiink.net

Inner City Outings

Ted Mertig: 852-3011
tmertig @carihlink.net

Membership

Ted Mertig: 852-301t
tmertig @carthlink.net

MUIR Mailing List

Lawrence Gibson: 594-7342

1gibson @utep.cdu
Ted Mertig: 852-3011
unertig@carthlink.net

Outings

Laurence Gibson: 594-7342

lgibson@utep.edu

Rollin Wickenden: 532-9645

{icave message)
Programs
Open
Web Master
Terry Sunday: 584-9301
sundayt @ zianet.com

-
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up News

Santa Fe

SANTA FE GROUP MEETINGS

MANAGEMENT OF THE SANTA FE WATERSHED

Tuesday, September 19, 7 PM

Paige Grant of the Santa Fe Watershed Association will
reprise and add to her extremely informative and well-received
presentation at the annual Sierra Club picnic in July.

Paige has been working 1o bring together science and
dialopuc about management of the Santa Fe watershed. The
best available science suggests that decades of [ire suppression
fiave created a forest that is unnaturally dense and prong to
severe fires, like the recent Cerro Grande and Viveash fives.
Such fires could fead to the deposition of ash in the City's
water supply reservolrs, flcoding, habitat loss and other
caviconmental problems. (Ash from the Viveash fire is
curcently making its way to the Pecos River after every rain,
Killing the fish.) At the same time, the population of Santa Fe
is growing and reaching into wildtands to the north and cast,
thereby increasing the threat of damage by fire to human life
and property.

The Forest Service has begun to prepare an Environmentai
Assessment of management options for its lands in the upper
watershed, including thinning and prescribed burning. Much
discussion about these plans has been appearing in focal
newspapess. Come and hear Paige explain these options and
the current status of plans for the watershed.

FIRE MANAGEMENT IN NEW MEXICO
Tuesday, October 17, 7 PM

Continuing our theme regarding watershed protection from
eatastrophic fire and the options available, Rebert Lee of the
Burean of Land Management’s Fire and Aviation section and
Chair of the Southwest Fire Management Board, will speak
about the interagency aspeets of fire management in New
Mexico.

Bob will open with a discussion on the use of firc to restore
ccosystem health, the chaflenges that brings to land managers,
and the rolc of suppression in firc management. He wili go
into land-use planning for firc management and how important
the pubie’s involvement is to that. Among the topics he will
cover are fire program history and direction, prescribed fire,
fire suppression, wildland urban interface, and the Cerro
Grande fire. There wilf be plenty of time for your questions to
be answered,

All meetings are held at the Unitarian Church
107 W. Barcelona St (between Galisteo and Don Gaspar).

AN meetings, outings, and activities
are FREE and open to the public.

Samnta Fe Group of the Sierra Club
621 Ol Santa Fe Trail Suite 10 Plaza Desira Santa Fe New Mexico 87501

505
NOTES FROM THE CHAIR Doug Fraser

First, let me brag. The Santa Fe Group won the Sicrra Club
Wilcher Award tor our fifth edition of “Day Hikes in the Santa Fe
Area.” Thanks to the hiking book committee and its chair, Lionel
Soracco, it is selling like hotcakes all over this area.

We were also involved with the proposed Mercado ulong the
Santa Fe bypass. [t would have required an amendment to the
Highway Cortidor Pian, which was originally designed to foster the
rural and residensial nature of the surrounding propertics. We were
preparced to testify in opposition. In a very positive step in
maintaining the integrity of the Plaw, Santa Fe County Commission
Chair Favier Gonzales won its withdrawal. In its place he asked for
more time 10 create a commercial transfer zone, Cail to thank bim.
The bypass must remain a bypass, and not become just another
congested urban road. If you any questions regarding this matter,
please call me (474-7615) or Susan Martin (988-5206). Many thanks
to Susan, who has been working very hard on this matier.

Also, over the weckend of August 19" and 20", past. the largest
gathering of Club jeadess in our 106-year history met in
Albuquerque. There were three hundred nctivists to address
conservation issues for the 21% centusy. The diversity, as well as the
unity, of this premiere vnvironmental organization, was inspirational.
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE Cliff Larsen

The Conservation Committee meets on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7 PM at our Old Santa Fe Trail headquarters. All are
welcome to attend and join the good fight.

983 2703

WATER MEETINGS YES, WE DO LIVE IN A DESERT
Onguing Mondays = September 11 and Qctober 9

Help us develop new waler stralegies. Linda and John Buchser
have been hosting a standing second Monday of the month pot-luck
water meeting at their house, 606 Alto Street (corner of Closson
and Alto, aboet 5 blocks from the Santa Fe Plaza), It starts at 630
and goes till 9ish. Bring something to munch on and discuss water
strategics with other concerned citizens! Selected members of the
fegistature will be invited to attend meetings.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES CANDIDATES
FOR 2001 EXCOM ELECTIONS
The Nominating Commitice of the Santa Fe Group has chosen
the following candidales to run for the Group Execulive
Committee Tor 2001 : Doug Fraser. Barbara Johnson, Clff Larsen.
and Susan Martin.

There are four positions open on the ExCom for wo-yeas Lerms
beginning fanuary 1, 2001,

Any member in good standing as of September 1, 2000, may run
for clection by a petition presented to the Nominating Committee
wo lager than October 10, 2000, The petition must contain the
signatares of at least 10 Group members in good standing as of the
date of signing the petition. Petitioners raust also include a
statement to be published in the Sierrun, detailing their conservation
philosophy and goals for the Group.

For further information, potential petitioners may contact George
Grossman of the Nominating Committee (952-1024).

4 ¢ SANTA FE GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTER CHAIRS ¢ 4

Chair — Joup Fraser *
Vice-Chaig — Barbara Johnson *
Secrelary/Ereas — Lionel Soracco

4707615 5 662-4104 fax
466-4935 funah3@acl.cont
233-6715

Ciwen Wardwell *

fralitical Commiltee—Susan Martin®
Membership —Morma MeCallan®
Newsleticr/Publicity — Kay Carlson

4383060 edenand@eartidiniznet
988.5206 smarin@lanlgov

A71-0005 pmeceallan@mindspring.com
082-3926 kearisenwp@earthiink.nel

Phene Tree — Dee Sands 455-3005
Chupter Rep — Doug Fraser® 474-7615
Outings — Norbert Sperich 983-1962

— Tobin Oruch 820-2844 eruch@land.gov

Conservation — CI{f Larsen**
Mining — CIifl Larsen*
Water-Jolus Buchser*

National Parks-Courtney White”
Rangelunds-Roger Petersen
Sustainabilily-Barbara Johnson*®

466-2128  clarsenl@ix.n2lcom.com
J66-2128

820-0201 jbuctser@eaniilink et
982.5502  wlchvst@ndG.com
985.7559  rogpere@aol.comi
466-4935 fupahd@aol.cont

SF Nations} Forest-Greg Pollak 088-7650
Carson Nat'l Forest-George (Grossman 982-1024
Activist Quitngs-Norma McCallan * 471-0005 umecailon@mindspring.com
Growih-Elcanor Eisenmenger * 820-6401

*+ Member of the SF Group Exceutive Commitlee
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SANTA FE GROUP OUTINGS

Sat Sun Seplember 2000

Saturday to Monday, September 2-4

Norma MeCallan (471-0005) Moderate Backpack in
Colorado’s Sangre de Cristos, up Major Creek to Upper
Brush Lake, across Crossover Trail to Banjo Lake, down
Horscthief Basin and Cotton Creck. Considerable
elevation gain, stecp trails, magnificent views. Dogs OK.
Leave Friday after work (or, if participants able, leave 24
hours carlier to allow a separate day hike in this
magnificent country).

2 Norhert Sperlich (983-1962) Moderate Hike in the Jemez.

3 Steven Markowitz {983-2829) Strenuous Hike somewhere
in the Sangre de Cristo range. Call for reservation and
time before 9:00 PM day before.

9 Marcia Skillman (820-6654) Ensy hike to Tent Rocks, two
miles, 350 ¢levation gain. Some oplional stecp scrambling
at the end. Leave 8 AM.

10 Jefl Jones (466-2389) Moderate hike up Atalaya, 5-7
miles, 1600-1800" gain, short drive, leave 8:30 AML

16 John Jasper {986-4613, 263-5466) Very Strenuous Hike to
Capulin Meadows. Call for reservation.

17 Art Judd (982-3212) Moderate Mike in high country.
Leave 8:00 AM.
23 Phil Somervell (473-4797) Very Strenuous Hike up Santa
Fe Baldy, 14 miles, 3600° elevation gain, high clevation.
24 David Bryant (1-505-757-3477) Moderate Hike 10 La
Vega, seven miles, 1300° elevation gain. Leave 9 AM.
30 [Substitute for Ned Sudborough's like]
Lionel Soracco (983-6715) Moderate Hike from Big
Tesuque to Aspen Vista. Dogs aHowed. Leave 8 AM. Call
for reservation.

Sat Sun November 2000

4 g Giiplen Markeowitz (983-2829) Moderate Hike to Eagle

Traps In Bandelier. About eight mifes, less than 500°
elevation gain, some scrambling and a lot of off-trail.
Leave 7:30 AM from Sierra Club Office or meet at
Ponderosa Campground at 8:30 AM. Hike subject to
chiange; cal for update before 9 PM November 3.

5 Victer Atyas (438-9434) Easy Hike to Tent Rocks near
Cochiti, About five miles. Some scrambling and off-teail.
Meet leader in the parking lot in front of Wallgreens at
Villa Linda Mall at 9 AM (look for maroon Cherokee).

i1 Art Judd (982-3212) Moderate Hike near Santa Fe, leave
8 AM.

12 Marcia Skillman (820-6654) Sirenuous Hike to Cabezon
volcanie plug north of Bernalillor About 5 miles, 1500°
clevation gain, but has vertical hand-aud-foot rock
climbing and exposure to falling,  Must call for
reservation.

18 Lionel Soracco (983-6715) Moderate X-Country Ski Trip
probably in Ski Basin - or Moderate Hike with dogs if no
snow — call fo find out which. Leave 8 AM.

19 Norma McCailan {471-0005) Maoderate Hike to Cerro
Pelado southeast of Atalaya Mitn, under five miles but
steep, about 1500 elevation gain. Dogs OK. Leave § AM.

23 Norbert Sperlich (983-1962) Moderate Hike to Buckman
Mesa, Otowi Peak, and blowhole. About 6 miles RT,
1160° elevation gain, rough terrain, steep climb. Call for
reservation.

26 David Bryant {£-505-757-3477) Strenuous Hike to Rancho
Viejo from Ski Basin area, 12 miles, 2800° elevation gain.
Alternate destination if snow. Leave @ AM. Must call for
reservation.

Qullngs Motes - Unless olharwise noted, all outings leave from the Sierra office, 621
Oid Sanla e Tral, "Plaza Desl,” just south of Kaune's Giocery at the coiner of Old
SF Trail and Paseo de Peraita. Carpooling wiit be arcanged, Each hiker should come
propared 1o pay 52 o mile to tha driver of the car in which s/he rides, Bring a lunch,
watat, sturdy hiking boots or shoes, and clothing suitable for the weather - leader
tesesves the right 10 tuin away payene whose equipment or exper ppeacs
unsuitable, Leader has sight to aiter destinalion of hike or cancel hip due 1o weather,
urfavorable conditions, af insutficientnumbers of participants, Unaccompanied minors
must have written permission from parents or ilans 1o partici permission
forms are avaitable at the Slera Club cffice. Dogs nat permitted on hikes unless noted
othervise, Telephone teader for details of the individual hike.

Sat Sun Octgber 2000

1  Marcia Skillman (820-6654) Strenuous Hike to Cerro
Pedernal (pust Abiquiu), 9 miles RT, 1900' elevation gain,
some rock scrambling, some stecp sections. Cali for
reservation,

Thursday to Monday, Octeher 5-9
Norma McCallan (471-0005) Backpack/Car Camp in SE
Utah Canyon Country, dogs OK. Call for details.

7 Phil Somervell (473-4797) Strenuous Hike to Quemado
Falls (near Truchias Peaks). Limited to 6 participants. 10
miles RT, 2500" elevation gain. Call for details.

8  Art Judd (982-3212) Moderate Hike in the High Country.
Leave 8 AM.

14 No hike leader available. Call Norbert or TFobin to
become one!l

15  MNorbert Sperlich (983-1962) Strenuous Hike to Painted
Caves (from Dome Trailhead). i2 miles RT, 2400
clevation gain, some off-trail hiking, Leave 7 AM. Call for
reservation.

21 Toebin Oruch (820 2844) Strenuous Hike to Brazos Cabin
aear Cundiyo. 12 miles, 2600' elevation gain, dogs
allowed, destination subjeet to change; call for reservation.

22 Viclor Atyas (438-9434) agy/Moderate Hike on Frey
Trail to Ceremonial Cave. Leave 9 AM.

28 Marcia Skillman (§20-6634) Moderate Hike in Bandelier.
Leave 8 AM. Call for reservation,

29 David Bryant (1-503-757-3477) Moderate Hike. Call for
details.

PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE OUTINGS LEADER
PRIOR TO A HIKE
FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.
Most especially cafl the leader for X-country ski or snowshoc
outings, not oaly 1o find out about snow conditions, but to be surc
that you have the proper cquipment and conditioning.

ATTENTION: Local newspapers do not always provide
information {accurate or otherwise} about upcoming hikes. If you
intend to go on a Sierra Club outing, keep this page as reference.

YARD SALLE FUNDRAISER
Saturday, September 30, 9 AM to 3 PM
Lutheran Church of the Shepherd
2481 Legacy Court
{next door te Sany’s Club on Rodeo Road)

Yes, we need items to sell — clean out that attic and garage.
We also want you 1o help us before, during and after the salc.
Please call Norma McCallan {471-0005) for answers to all of your
guestions!

We'd like to cxpress a special thank you to Pastor Michael P.
Rime, wha ltas given us permission to use the churelt’s parking lot
for the sale.

GROUP COMMUITEE MEETING DATES
Group Execulive Commitlee: Group Conservation Committes:
Tuesday, October 3, 6:30 PM Tucsday, September 26, 7 PM
Tuesday, November 7, 6:30 PM Tucsday, October 24, 7 PM
Water Pot-Luck {John Buchser's house):
Monday, Seplember 11, 6:30 PM
Monday, October 9, 6:30 PM

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

* Wildlife ¢hair - An important arm of our
conservation efforts - Chifl Larsen
(466-2128)

+ Ten and Coffec/General Mecling set-up

person {your basic volunteer job -

Norma McCallan {471-0005)

Creative Publicity Person with new ways

of getling our news oul - Norma or Cliff

dno.r) a4 ejues
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The Log--So.New Mexico Group News

Texas Thoughts.....

According to the U.S. Genesal Services Adminisiration
Tabie Cemparison of Federally Owned Land with total
acreage of states for the fiscal year 1997, Texas has
2,008,137 acres of federal land {including Military Bases,
Army Corps of Engineers, and some small Indian Reser-
vations), This amounts to 1.194% of the total state acre-
age of 168,2§7,600 acres. Of the federal land in Texas, the
1.8. Forest Service owns 755,000 acres and the National
Park Service owns 1,231,988 acres.

Ll
Outings
September 23, Saturday
Hillsboro Peak.
10 mile moderate hike along the crest of the Black
Range with great views. Call Annie Gordon at 522-
4327 evenings.

October 7, Saturday

Willie White Canyon near Cloudcroft.
Modetate; about 8 miles. We hope to see some
changing fall colors; this is a nice hike in a very
pretty area of the Lincoln, Call Annie Gordon at
522-4527 evenings.

October 21, Saturday

Field Trip:

Rangeland Analysis and how to read Clusters.

Jess Rivera of the U.S. Forest Service, Black Range
District will help participants in this rangeland edu-
cational field trip.Leaves the parking lot of the
USFS office in Truth or Consequences at 8:30 a.m.
Bring [unch, water and appropriate clothes and
shoes. Call Margot Wilson in T or C for more infor-
mation at 744-5860.

Executive Committec Meetings are typically the first
Wednesday of the month--all members are welceme to
attend. Call Cheryll at 524-4861 for time and place.
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General Meetings

When: Wednesday, September 6 at 7:00 PM.
Where: Mesa Public Library (Los Alamos), second floor
What: “Forest Clinges After the Fire: Muliiple

Paths to Recavery”
Dr. Allen will address the Pajarito group of the Sierra Club on the processes
by which forests yespond to sudden perturbations, including fire, blight, and
blowdown events. There ace both structural and species changes which can
occur, Dr. Allen’s talk will also provide some concepts with which better o
understand the forest SUCCESSi0T Processes which will play out in the Cerro
Grande fire arca.

October General Meeting - To be announced.
Look for it on our new Pajatito Group Website!!!
11ttp:llwww.rin;.,r1'andc.sierraclub.g:'glpaiarim[

Qutings

Sunday, August 27~

Day Hike to FLAT MOUNTAIN (Cumbres Pass) at southern end of
South San Juan Wilderness.

Moderate hike; 10 miles round trip; high elevation (start 10800 feey;
ascend to 12000 feet); leave { os Alamos 7 AM, retum early evening.
Call leaders for detalls.

Trip Leaders: Carole and Abe Jacobson 672-9579
abe.iacobson@worldnet.att.net

Friday-Evening, September 8 {(leave after work) through Sun-
day, September 10-

Gar Camp and Backpack to SOLTH SAN JUAN WILDERNESS.
Drive a little over 2 hours Friday evening to camp near trailhead.

- Saturday-~hike wiih=packﬁ~up'to'beioW"Lake Ann at the headwaters
of the Middle Fork of the Gonejos River. Sunday - explore continental
divide above camp, then fetch packs, return o car and drive home by
Sunday evening. Moderate, 14 miles round trip, start at 10000 feet,
ascend to 11200 feet with packs, another 1000 feet without packs.
Trip Leaders: Carole and Abe Jacobson 672-95 79

abe.jacobson @worldnet.att,net

Saturday, October 7-

KITCHEN MESA day Hike.

Gihosi Ranch, north of Abiquiu, Striking vistas, inleresting geological
features. Round trip hiking distance about 5 miles, 600 feet elevation
gain. Easy hike wilh one rock scramble. Meet at the “Y" {the com-
muter lot just west of the Highway 502 overpass of Staie Route 3 o
L os Alamos) 8:30 a.m.

Trip Leaders: Rainer & lise Bieck 662-2368

Saturday morning, October 21~

HIGHWAY CLEANUP

Meet at 8:30 a.m. at Ponderosa Campground (near “Back Gate”).
we'll finish in 2 hours. Bring work gloves and water

Project Leader: Carole Jacobson 672-8579

abe.iacpbson @wotldnet.att.net

smapN dnoJy ojeled

Saturday, September 23-

Hike/Bike trip in BANDELIER.

Hike from park visilor center 1@ Ponderosa Campground up Frijofes

Canyon (7.5 mites, elevation gain 1500 feet), then bike 9 miles down-

0 P nill along Route 4 back to the visitor center {optional). Trip will meet

Advanced Tt P Notice: at 8:30 g.m. at Panderosa Campground to leave bikes and carpool o

A weekend camping and birding trip to Bosgue the visitor center, Helmets and eye protection {for example, sun-

tlel Apache, December 1-3, is being organized. glasses) required for yiking. Some participants can choose to leave a

The campground is car accessible, off the main car at Ponderosa Campground and miss the bike portion of the

road through the reserve. Port-a-potties, picnic outing. We plan to break for lunch on the trail and to finish in the early

tables and fire grate available. The winter bird afternoon. Children accompanied by their parents are welcome.

population should be well established by then. Trip Leaders: Bev and Fred Hartline 661-9031

Mare information to come in the next Sierran. Email fbhartl@ibm.net or phone to sign up.

r
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Market Analysis: Renewable Energy Coming To Power

SAN JOSE. California, June 30, 2000 (ENS)
- After being marginalized for decades, renewable en-
crzy technologies are now becaming mainstrean en-
ergy options, slows nesw rescarch by Frost & Sullivan.
The firm, which specializes in international marketing
consulting and training, monitors he energy industey
for mirket trends, market measuretnents and stralegies.
The Frost & Sullivan analysis, “North American Re-
newable Energy Markets,” reports that the totaf mar-
kes Lor resiewable energy jumped from $204 million in
1278 10 $843.4 million in 1999. Deregulation of the
energy industey has opened il daor for competition,

entrenched in the North Anmerican electricity infrastruc-
twre, the report says.

Heliostats at Solar Twe reflecl the Sun's en-
crzy onto a receiver atop a centrally located 308-fool
tower. Considered the most advanced central-receiver
power plant in the world, Solar Two, 80 miles east of
Los Angeles in the Mojave Desert. went online in June
1997, The growils rate is forecast to slow in the ncar
term and then sesume its rapid pace again by 2004,
though not at its 1599 rate. The Frost & Sulivan re-
port analyzes the major power segments of the renew-
able energy markels, including wind, solar, biopower,

and biopower segments are identified as pronsising,
with the wind power scgment experiencing he mest
rapid growih. Biopower shouid also continue 1o grow
steadily on the heels of recent tax incentives, the re-
pert predicts. “Although deregulation and competi-
tion have fostered the intreduction of renewable cn-
ergy technolagies, the demand for low-cost clectricity
puts the higher cosi of renewable cnesgy at a disad-
vanlage,” says Frost & Sullivan analyst Heidi Andes-
son. “Cusentiy, coal and nawweal gas are cheaper than
any form af renewable energy, Education about the en-
vironmental and social benefits of renewable power
must be integrated with information about pollution

and new power generation methods will soon be fismiy such as wasle to encrgy, and geothermal power. Wind

and otler side effects associated with fossil fucl-based
power generation.” -

Join Us for NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY,
September 23™ at Cochiti Lake

for a merning 4f volunteer labor,

a FREE t-shirt, boat ride or puster and LUNCH
+ all-aftertoon family fun en (or in) the water,
o muli-ngeney Environmental Edueation Fair
& a Concert by the Banana Stugs String Band

g NEW MEXICO

INFGRMATION
CENTER

Bio-Fuels Boosted By $4.3M In Grants

WASHINGTON, DC, June 30, 2000 (ENS) ~The Department of En-
ergy (DOR) has awarded four grants totaling 4.3 fillion 1o develop bio-based
alternatives to fucl and consumer produateuing domestic agricultuzal resources.
The Full cost of the rescarch prejetts will be shared by the grant recipicnts. The
DOE awards are intended 0 aceelerate the development of bio-based industries
using trees, qrupwﬁgﬁculturnl. forest and aquatic sesources to make commercia
praducts gach as fuel, electeicity or heat, chemicals, adhesives, lubricants and
building matetials. “By developing bio-based fuel alternatives right here in the
United States, we reduce our country's dependence on foreign oil,” said Energy
Seeretary Bill Richardsor:, Wit Thé tevelopment of biomass and bioengzgy, we
can reduce America’s dependence on Toreign oil by creating new energy prodtiﬂs
straight from its own farms.”

The Mationai Corn Growers Association wilt get $1.2 millien o yesearch
conversion of com fibers into core building blocks of allemnative fuel such as
supars to produce ethanol. The Lovisiana Pacific Corporation will get $1.21 mil-
Tion to develop ways to increase the use of bio-based chemical products and fucis
in constructior. The company prepases 10 use bark 10 produce bio-based resins to
replace an oil bascd resin in plywood. Cargill Dow Palymers is offering a renew-
able alicrative to petroleum based plastics. With its $1,12 milfion grant, the
compaity plans ta deinensirate that it can convert corn fiber and corn stalks itloa
new kind of organic plastic. The Iastitute of Gas Techrotogy will get 264,500 10
demonstrate ways of breaking down anitnal manure to produce methane gas for
power and lieat and a fertilizer byproduct, The cnecgy and fertilizer, whick will
provide additional revenue to the farner and displace purchased commercial fer-
tilizers, could increase the American fanner’s annuaf income Iy an average of 13
percent.

and for One Stop Shopping for

MAPS GUIDEBOOKS
NEW MEXICO

PUBLIC LANDS
INFORMATION CENTER

in the BLIM and Santa Fe National Forest Offices

1474 Rodeo Road . _{near-Sawmill & 5t. Francis)
Yonr Complete Resoarce for Information On

National Forests  Wilderness Areas  State Parks  Wildlife Refuges

Laltes BLM Lands State Moouments  Wild Rivers National Parks

PERMITS

vow ON-LINE st www.publiclands.org
(o pre-regisier as a vohmfeer, call 438-'PLIC (7542)

Join today and receive a FREE
Sierra Club Backpatk!

My Hame
Address,
Lity/State Zip
email
£} Check enclosed, made payable te Sierra Club
please charge my £ Mastercard [} Visa

Cardholder Name,

Card Humber

Exp.Date_____ /..

MEMDEASHIP CATEGORIES HIDIVIDUAL sont
IHTRCDUCTORY (1525

REGULAR 153 0547
SUPPORTING 575 0500
CONTRIBUTING 35150 £15175
LIFE 53000 [151250
SENIOR 0524 {1532
SIUDENT 1524 as32
LIMITED INCOME 3524 03532

Contribuions, gits and cues 1o the Sema Clubare pottax deductible; they support
ouréflective, ditizen-based atvocacy and lobibying efforts. Your duss inchada $7.5¢
fora subscription to Siema rmagazine and 53.00{oryour Chapter newsletter.

' . . Foaa (W [700]!
1 by experienced guides. Make this the year you try R S IERRA enclone Aresiand el 1
omething completely different—join the Sierra Club c LUB ;l-gr'r;;[‘usl; ses
and dip your toes into a new adveniture! “Tounbio W Boulder, CO 80322:2958

TOUHDLD {432
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