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Cabezon Country:
New Mexico’s Wild Heart

By Steve Capra

New Mexico's Cabezon Country is nestled in
the heart of the Rio Puerco watershed about 50
miles northwest of Aibuquerque and west of the
towns of San Ysidro and Cuba. A focal point of
the cultural and nataral heritage that helped shape
New Mexico, this region is espeeially important
given its close proximity to Albuguerque and Santa
Fe. It provides opporturities for many New Mexi-
cans to expiore, enjoy and learn aboul their wild
heritage.

Cabezon Peak, 1he dramatic voleanic forma-
tion found in the heart of Cabezon Country, is a
well-known landmark in sorthern New Mexico.

Numerous canynns, arroyos, grasslands, sand-
stone-capped mesas, and colorlul rocky bluffs sur-
round the peak. They are equally impressive in
thelr diversity and wild characier, They host a wide
array of plants and wildlife, unique geologic fea-
iwres, and a wealth of archeological sites.

Enfoyinyg this Special Place
e Eromthe, beavily forested and isolated can-

yous of Bance Break: 45 e b
Rio Pucrco Valley and up into the remote canyons
of the Lz Lefia and San Luis areas in the north, the
Cabezon region offers great apportunities for a
variety of recreational activities such as hunting,
horseback riding, birding, backpacking, photog-
raphy, hiking, climbing, and wildlife viewing.

The unique geology of the region makes it a
destination {or rockhiounding, History buffs can
ponder the remnants of ancient cultures and teach-
ers find a superk “outdoor classroom™ a couple
hours drive from our biggest cities.

Home for a Wide Arvay of Plants and Wildlife
The Cabezon Country is a transition zone be-
tween the forested slopes of Mount Taylor and the
drainages of Arroyo Chico and Rio Puerco. Itis
where visitors can see glimpses of New Mexico's
past. The Cabezon Country is rich in the rem-

Highway Expansion:

Safer or Destructive?
David J. Hall, Hondv, NM

The Federat Highway Administration has is-
sued a “Drafl Environmental Impact Statement:
US 70: Ruidoso Downs to Riverside; Mitepost
264.5 to 301" prepared by the conselting finn of
Parsons-Brinkerhoff in Albuquerque. The pro-
posal is available for viewing on the Internet at
www.us70hondovalley.com,

The study examines three alternatives lo the
present highway:

1} & minimal widening and improvement,
2) o four lane highway with no median, and
3) a full blown four lane kighway with a median.

The actual proposal, detailed in the EIS study,

develops ihe second aliernative,

The Valley

The valley is, in general, very narrow — less
than one hal{ a inile wide. The present higliway is
on the nerih side of the river: The river, (he high-
way, and the side of the valley abut for at least
sixty percent of the valley. (In these areas there is
very fittle room for highway expansion)

Congress Rejects Bush
Plans to Drill and Mine
Wildlands

WASHINGTON: The Sierra Club praised
Members of the House of Representatives for vot-
ing 1o prolect our MNational Monumets, coast-
lines and other specia places from destructive
oil dritling and mining.

In votes today on the U.S. Interior Depart-
ment budget, the Members rejecied President
Bush's plans to open up public Tands to destruc-
tive development.

*“Our national monuments and public wild-
tands deserve full protection. nat energy exploi-
tation for private profit by the oil and mining in-
dustries,” said Carl Pope. Executive Director of
the Sierra Club.

“*Americaus don’t want oil drills looming off
of our beaches or strip mines learing up our fu-
vorite recreation spots. We want our National
Monuments and wildlife refuges conserved for
their beauty, wildlife and ability to rejuvenate the
sonl, Decause these Members voted to block de-
struclion, our children have a betler chance to ex-

“Highway 70, from
Ruidoso to West Texas, is
considered to be one of
the most beautiful places
on earth.”

The valley is irrigated with & century old
system of acequias. Most of the bottomland has
been converted Lo orchards and pasture, and there
are large stands of trees. The arca is a riparian
flyway and is replete witl wildiife. The river
provides excellent fishing, Highway 70 is
considered by Texans. diiving lo Ruidose from
West Texas, to be “one of the most beautiful places
on carth.” And, iadecd, it has been designated

See Cabezon on Page 6 See Highway on Page 5
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loteandeeniovsAmesicas.oubliciands. inhe
unspotled glory.”
The House approved a series of amendmients
Lo the Department of Interior and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations bill (FL.R. 2217) 10 safeguard
these treasured landscapes from mineral leasing
and oil exploration. I addition, the bill passed
by the House blocked President Bush's request
for funds related to drilling in the Arctic Nattonal
Wildlife Refuge.

“We appland Lthose Represcitatives who
stoad up lor all Americans and blocked eftorts to
destroy our Nutional Monuments and coastlines.
Americans owe a debt of gratitude (o Reps.
Rahalt, Inslee and JYim Davis for feading this battle
1o project our treasured landscapes for onr
families and for our future.” continued Pope.

“Our national monuments
and public wildlands
deserve full protection,
not energy exploitation
for private profit by the
oil and mining

industries.”

Representative Mick Rahall’s (D-WV)
amendment, which passed by a vote of 242 10
173, protects National Monuments from oil and
gas drilling aad coal mining. The Busk Admin-
istration would open these special places 10 ex-
ploitation, despite public opinion research show-
ing 68% of Americans oppose drilling in our
Natioral Monuments.

Representative Fay Inslee {D-WA} introduced
an amendment to protect communities {rem the
Conenvironmental threats posed by hardrock

See Congress on Page 5
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Important News Regarding Renewable
Energy in New Mexico...

By Gail Ryba, Energy Issues Chair

On May 15th the NM Public Regulation Com-
mission released the following Netice of Intent.
Pursuant to the Electric Utility Industry Restrue-
turing Act it solicits comments and proposed niles
regarding whether and how utilities shall be re-
quired to provide renewable energy. Deadline for
comment is August 15k,

The language in this NOI inspires some hope
that New Mexico could make a substantial com-
mitment to renewabie encegy. Hydropower is in-

cluded in the definition of reaewable, and one’

concern of environmentalists should be to make
sure that there is a commitment 1o things like so-
lar and wind energy. Apparertly Arizona requires
50% of the renewable generation to come from
solar.

The Coaiition for Clean Affordable Energy
{www.cfcae.org) will be providing comments and
a proposed rule.

Utilities and indusiry will undoubtedly work
hard to shape these rules in their favor, so citizens
are encouraged to pravide careful and good com-
ments in favor of renewable energy.

The text is available at:

“http/ferwwamprc.state.nm.us/NI3619.pdf

... BEFORE THE NEW MEXICO PUBL
REGULATION COMMISSION'TN THE
MATTER OF AN INQUIRY INTO
RENEWABLE ENERGY AS A
SOURCE OF ELECTRICITY
Utility Case No. 36194

NOTICE OF INQUIRY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the New
Mexico Public Regulation Commission (“Com-
mission™) is commencing an inquiry into the sub-
ject of renewable energy as a source of clectricity.
This matter comes before the Comumission upon
its own Motion. Being fuliy apprised of the pre-
mises,

THE COMMISSION FINDS AND
CONCLUDES:

1. Pursuant to the Electric Utility Industey
Restructuring Act of 1999 [§62-3A-1 et seq.
NMSA 1978, the Comraission adopted Rule 591
concerning Standard Offer Service in Case No.
3109. That rule inciudes a provisioa (519.1013)
requiring the use of a minimum of 5% renewable
energy, subject 1o certain price restrictions. The
implemeniation of that rule has been postponed
for five years by the recent passage of Sepate Bill
266 which delays restructuring of the electric uil-
ity industry in New Mexico for [ive years. Only
after the beginning of open access, or competi-
tion, in the ejectric industry will Rule 591 come
into play. As a result, that Rule's requirement for
using renewable energy is also delayed.

2. The Legislature focused on the subject of
renewable cnergy in several sections of the Re-
structuring Act, In §62-3A-2A(10) the Legisiature
fourd that:

“protection of the state's environment and the
promotion of renewable energy technologies arc
sensible endeavors that may be encouraged in the
restructured electric industey; yet, after a reason-
able period, assessment should be made to deter-

“SUppIV OF BIECIHEy T

mine the usefulness, acceptability, benefits, in-
cluding environmentat and economic benefits, and
the appropriateness of continuing financial pro-
motion of renewable energy...."In §62-3A-3V the
Legislature provided the foilowing definition of
rencwable energy:

* ‘renewable energy’ means electeical energy
generaled by means of a low- or zerg-emissions
generation technology that has substantial long-
term production potential and may include, with-
out limitation, solar, wind, hydropower, geother-
mal, landfili gas, anacrobically digested waste
biamass or fuel cells that are not fossil {ucled.
‘Renewable encrgy’ does not include fossil fuel
or nuclear energy...."

And in §62-3A-19A(8) the Legisiature di-
rected the Commission to examine “the agvisabil-
ity and desirability of requiring renewable energy
portfolio standards in: supply service offered to
customers in the state...."”

3. Notwithstanding the delay in restructuring,
the Comimission considers the encouragement of
the use of renewable energy desirable, The ex-
treme increase in rateral gas prices over the past
year and 1he heavy refiance on that fuel in new
electric generalion projects in recent years pro-
vide a reminder of the importance of fuel diver-
ity for an adequa lial d reasonably priced

sponse comments ne later than September 14,
2001. Commients preposing a ke shall state and
discuss the particular reasons for the proposed
rule. All comments and pleadings shall beac the
caption and docket number contained at the top
of this Notice.

7. Comiments and proposed rules submitted
in this case shall be sent to:

Maria Brito

New Mexico Pubiic Regulation Commission

P.O. Box [269

Santa Fe, NM 87504-1269

‘Telephone: (505 827-6940

IT 1S THEREFORE ORDERED:

A. An inquiry inte the subject of renewable
energy as & source of electricity is hereby com-
menced as provided by this Notice,

B. Interested persons and Utility Division
Staff shall file their wrilten comments and
proposed rules as provided in this Notice.

Notice of Inquiry

Utility Case No. 3619 4

. Staff shall cause this Netice to be published
in three newspapers of general circulation and in
the New Mexico Register, and shall provide the
i if or by facsimile transmission to

GhtnEd poriae
of that supply 10 New Mexico's economy is made
painfully clear by events over the past year in
Catifornia, and the effect of those events on the
wholesate price (and availability) of electricity
from New Mexico to Washington State,

4, New Mexico is well-positioned 1o take ad-
vantage of solar, wind, geothermal, biomass and
otlier forms of renewable encrgy. In doing so, New
Mexico can increase rather than decrease its fuel
diversity. The Commission requests that Utility
Division Staff and interested parties provide spe-
cific suggestions for cncouraging the development
of renewable encsgy in New Mexico, These sug-
gestions could take the form of proposed renew-
able projects and methods to encourage repesw-
able energy development. Staff is required, and
interested pactics may file a proposed renewable
energy rule by August 15, 2001. Staff should and
parties may file an analysis of the Commission's
legal authority to encourage or require rencwable
Chergy.

5, For the reasons explained above, the Con-
mission should begin an inquiry into the subject
of rencwable soutces of electricity, This inguiry
should proceed as set out in this Notice.

6. The Commission will take written com-
ments on the topics mentioned in this Notice. Any
persen wishing to respond to comments or pro-
posed rules may do so by submitting written re-
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D). This Notice is effective immediately.

ISSUED under the Seal of the Commission
at Santa Fe, New Mexico, this 15th day of May,
2001.

NEW MEXICO PUBLIC REGULATION
COMMISSION
TONY SCHAEFER, CHAIRMARN
HERB H. HUGHES, VICE CHAIRMAN
RORY McMINN, COMMISSIONER
JEROME D. BLOCK, COMMISSIONER
LYNDA M. LOVEIOY, COMMISSIONER

REP Opens Educational
Foundation

Republicans for Environmental Protection
(REP) opened the office of the REP Environmen-
tal Educationai Foundation (REEF). REEF is the
pariner organization of REP America, the national
grassroots organization of Republicans for envi-
ronmental protection. REEF seeks to educate,
organize and mobilize conservatives, Ind-
ependents, and Republicans who value environ-
mental protection. Thanks 10 a generous contri-
bution from the Wyss Foundation, REEF is in the
process of preparing an educational eutreach cam-
paign, including its first publication, to be entitled
“Conservation is Conservative.”

Contzact information follows:

The REP Environmental Educational Foun-
dation, 3200 Carlisie NE, Suite 219, Albuquer-
que, NM 87110, voice: 505-889-4576, fax: 505-
880-4598, e-mail: repenviro @thuntek.net
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For the Love of
Humpback Whales

By Gayle Lawrence, Ghio Sierra Club

What began as a once-in-a-lifetime transfor-
mational experience for me has now turned into
an annual pilgrimage to the Silver Banks, Domini-
can Republic to the winter birthing and mating
grounds for the Atiantic humpback whales.

This experience is ruly life-chianging because
the opportunity usually presents itself for we
humans Lo slip into the water and float beside one
of the fargest and most magnificent creatures on
the planet—lmmpback whales.

The Silver Banks, an arca dotted with protee-
tive coral reefs, 85 miles off the coast of Puetio
Plata, Dominican Republic, provides a safe and
secure place frec of sharks, perfect for giving birth
to baby humpbacks.

December through early April the Silver
Banks hosts the largest community of humpback
whales in the world that migrate south from their
northern feeding grounds to spend the winter.

Cows with newborn calves and groups of
rowdy males competing for the favors of the fe-
males make for constant and dramatic action, By
special permit issued by the Dominican Republic
govemment a small group of people are able to
spend 6 days aboard a boat right in the middle of
the Silver Banks arca surrounded by humpback
whales,

The above water action is incredible and awe-
some but the real 1hrifl s the opportunity 1o have
so[t in-water encounters with the whales, There
is a strict protocel and there is never any action
taken that would, in any way, interfere with their
normal behavior.

But to our amazement and delight, they do
seer to enjoy and welcome the in-water human
interaction.

My first encounter 3 years ago touched me
on such a deep level that it is now my mission to
share this with as many other peopie as [ can, After
spending time with these incredible giants of the
sca, many people feel a comisitment to speak out,
not oy for the humpbacks, but for all of the other
great whales, who man is still slaughtering into
cxtinction.

This yeas’s trip, which 1 was privledged (o
share with other Sierra Club members from around
the country, was not only thrilling but also en-
hanced by the presence and expertise of Carol
Carlson, a conservation biclogist who earned her
PhD in Marine Ecology and Asimal Behavior [o-
cusing mainly on humpback and fin whales,

Carol’s work with the whales in the Silver
Banks allowed her to track and identify over 900
individual humpbacks and her doctoral studies
focused on 127 individual whales.

Carol's work has been with the Center for
Costal Studies and she now works with the Inter-
national Fund for Animal Welfare (TFAW), tzav-
cling around the world, lecturing and lobbying for
protection for all of the great whales of the seas.
Through eveaing lecture and slide preseatations,
Carol updated us to the current plight of the
world’s whates, deepening my commitment to do
what I can to support their survival,

Carol told us the most endangered whale is
the northern right whale, the rarest large whale in
the world, Their costal habitat on the Eastern Sea-
beard is from Savannah, Georgia to Port

Canaveral, Florida. This area is heavily congested
with Jarge shipping and fishing vessels and colli-
sions with ships account for half of all known
norihern right whale deaths. With as few as 300
northern right whaies left, every effort must be
made to safeguard their survival.

Through pressure from people like Carol
Carlson and IFAW angmented by public suppors,
inJune 1999, the US govermment launched a Man-
datory Ship Reporling System requiring ships
entering critical habitat arcas to report to the Coast
Guard. They then receive alerts on right whale
sightings and collision avoidance procedures with
the whales.

“Despite a Worldwide ban
in 1986 on whaling,
whales are still being

slaughtered.”

Humpback whales are also designated as an
endangered species and the current global popu-
lation i5 estimated at about 15,000 which is less
than 10% of their pre-whaling population. Hump-
backs are most noted for iheir eerie and havnting
songs which occur most notably during their win-
ter mating season. Recordings of humpback
whales were sent cut on Voyager I and If space-
craft as samples of sounds from earth in the event
that there was “first contact.” In choosing the song
of the humpback as a greeting from eartl to other
planetary life forms...how can we possibly atlow
these magnificent beings (o become extinet?

Despite a worldwide ban in 1986 on whaling,
whales are still being slaughtered, Commercial
whaling has so depleted populations of the Jarger
whales that focus is now on the minke whales,
previously considered too stall to be worth hust-
ing. During the past 2 years JTapan has kifled over
1,000 minke whales under the pretense of “scien-
tific” research. Norway also, in direct defiance of
the ban, slaughtered 589 minke whales during their
last season. Recently Japan's attempts 1o estabtish
the first intemational commercial trade of beluga
whale meat from Russia was thwasrted by media
exposure from the world press.

Independent research by the University of
Auckland indicates there is still an illegal inter-
national market for whale products from the
whales ea the endangered species list. Hunts of
the same species of whaes and dolphins thal are
protecied in US waters are one righl in front of
tourists in nor-tS waters,

Last year an endangered Humpback whale
calf and its mother were slanghiered by fisher-
men from St.Vincent and the Grenadires istands
in full view of tourists. The slaughters were
reported by the international media,

So far the practice of killing whates and dol-
phins en these islands has not drawn tourist in-
dusiry protests from such multimillion dollar re-
sorts as Club Med, Sandals, Hyatt and 1he Eilion
who market the ecotourism attractions of the re-
gion. Perhaps they necd to feel some public pres-
suze on this issue and make their powerful voices
heard in support of “whale watching” rather than
“whale killing?”

Please speak out. Listed below are organiza-
tions actively involved in protecting whales and
other nzarine life. Please contact them and give
them your support,

¢ International Fund for Animal Welfare
htp:/hwww.ifaw.com

¢ Allied Whale—College of the Atlantic
hittp:/fwww,coa.edv/allicdwhale/

¢ Whaleman

hilp:/fwww.whaleman.com

+ Green Peace
htitp://www.greenpeace.org.au/
globalwhaiesanctuary/petition. html

For my lourth year in a row I will once again
be going to the Silver Banks Humpback Whale
Sancluary, Dominican Republic next Feb. 2002,
[f you would like information regarding his trip,
I weuld be happy to give you complete details,
Please contact Gayle Lawzence, 1-419-281-2887
or email Tsisters@bright.nct.

All Creatures
Great and

Phato by Gary Braasch
"Every good thing, great and small,
needs defense."—.ohn Muir

Join teday and receive /i
a FREE Slerra Club ;
Backpackl!

[C] Yes, 1want to hetp safeguard our natlon's
preclous natural herltage. My checkis eaclosed,

My Name,
Addzess
Gity
State

Zip

emall

O Check enclesed, made payable to Sierra Club
Plaase charge my £ Mastercard 3 Visa

_' Exg. Date __.___/
i Cerdholder Name
Card Number

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
HONMTDUAL JOINT
asas

INTRDDUDTORY

REGULARL 1%39 L1547
SUPPORTING 1545 5100
CONTRIBUTING C15150 015375
LIFE £I51000 051250
SEMIOR [SEF 0532
STUDENT E152s Ds32

LIMITED INCORE 1524 0siz

Conlributions, gifts and dues to the Slera Club are
not tax decluctible; they support our effective,
citizen-based advocacy and Jobbying efforts. Your
duesinclude $7.501ora subscription to Serra
magazineand $1.00 far your Chapter newsletter,

F24Q [W 1760 )1
S ERRA Encluse check and mali to;
LB SlerraCiub

—senaro s PAO. Box 52968
Boulder, CO86322-2968 :
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Highway from Page |

scenic highway by The State of New Mexico.

The Valley Commanity

The land is stifl mostly owned by families who
settled ia the E360s. No one is sure how many
people live in the valiey, but & fair estimate is six
hurdred. The population is 71% Hispanic; the rest
are Anglo ranchers and newcomers — mostly an-
ists. A significant percentage of the population is
over 60 (30-40 percent) and, in many cases, sons
and daughters and grand children five with the
grandparents on ihe same homestead.

The Hispanic and Anglo community is weli
integrated: the Hispanic and Angle ranchers and
farmers do business with one another, their fami-
lies intermarry, and both participate actlively in
camraunity social events,

The main {ocal points for social activities are
the stoses, localed in Hondo, Glencoe, and Tinnie,
the post offices (Ficacho, Tignie, Hondo, San
Patricic, and Glencoe}, the Hondo Public School,
the lecal clinic, the two local churches, and the
Senior Citizens center.

I: general, residents of the valley behave like
members of any other smail farming community:
they take their children to the school bus stops,
drive back and forth ta visit each other, irake daily
trips to the post office, go to the store for provi-
sions, and drive around for supplies. Many senior
citizens make daily visits to the senior citizens
an Patricio.

cominunity interaction. It was a smail country road
used by lovai farmers and ranchers to go back and
forth within the valley community. Today, even
on the side roads, there is a surprising amount of
lecal traffic: in one three hour period a small side
road that conncets twelve houses had a count of
34 caes.

The published income tevel of the valley is
very low by national standards, This is probably
deceptive since many residents own their own
homes, raise their own food, heat their homes with
wood, and barter. Locals do not bave a lot of ex-
pendable cagital resources, but in the valley com-
munity large amounts of cash are not necessary.

Example: One of our employee’s children was
recently killed by a speeding truck. She had no
money for funeral expenses. We loaned her
$1800.00 for the funeral {the local graveyard is
free for locals, baving been donated &y a focal
family). The comraunity held two car washes and
put up donation botties at the local stores and at
the funeral secvice. Our employee paid us back,
in full, the day after the funeral.

There is a relatively high unemgployment raie
in the area. This is pastly a function of the fact
that many of the locals take jobs that are seasonal
(Ruitoso has a very seasonal tourist industry) and
many locals choose not to work at “real” jobs year
around,

In summary, the Hendo Yalley is an integrated
Hispanic farming and ranching community with
a long history, where people mainiain strong so-
cial and economic ties, where the existing side
roads and the highway play an important role in
the daily inleractions of the residents, and where
access to local meeting places provides locals with
impertant opportunities for interaction.

Physical Dangers
There is a danger that much of this commu-
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nity cohesion will be jeopardized by the new, four-
lane highway as presently planned, The new high-
way proposal makes very few concessions 1o the
safety needs of local residents and shows no wn-
derstanding or analysis of either the quality of life
or local movement witkin (ke area. (In fact, a casc
couid be made that Parsons-Brinkerhoff made no
atternpt {o fook at any “side road” data about the
comimunily living away from the Highway.)

People in the Hondo Valley are no strangers
to death. The present road is the most dangerous
highway in New Mexico because of the ever in-
creasing truck traffie, Inck of police patrel cars,
high speeds, and lack of weigh stations along the
highway, making it an attractive altesnate route
for teuckers traveling through the state.

The present proposai is outspoken in its in-
tention to atiract more truck traffic, Design speeds
are increased significantly. Truckers presently
speed through the valley at 75 miles per hour. With
a four-lane highway, as presently designed, they
could well travel at speeds up to 80 mph.

“People in the Hondo
Valley are no strangers to
death. The present road is
the most dangerous
highway in New Mexico.”

of the Hondo Scheol, through the town of Hondo,
will be in jeopardy because of a 45-mile speed
limit instead of 30 mph,

+ Curbs and gutters will be placed alongside the
highway through the towa of Hondo. This will
make it impossible for locals traveling west to
move off 1o the side of the road before turming
across the line of traffic into the store. (300 cars a
day, including tlourists.) At this location, the
present tursing lane will be eliminated.

¢ Residents of the small lowns of Tinnie and
Arabella (60 pecple) will also have to stop on the
inside lane and wait for epposing traffic before
turning across the highway. Mo tuming lanes are
provided.

Economic Considerations for the Improved
Highway

The EIS study claims that the “improved high-
way” will benefit the conumunity by providing
better jobs and better access to jobs in the sur-

See Higlnvay on Page 7

Cangress from Page 1

mining.

The Bush administcation has proposed elimi-
nating a regnlaston that: protects drinking water
from arsenic, cyanide and mercury pollution
caused by mining; gives land nanagement agen-
cies the power to deny permits for irresponsible
activities; and forces mining companies to pay to

All of us are afraid of trucks, In our factory,
Victoria Baca’s mother was killed by a speeding
truck five yvears ago when she was tuing across
the higlway, and most recently Maria’s 501 was
killed by a truck when the van he was in turned
across the highway.

Last year five Alamogordo residents were rear
caded and killed by a truck as they were turning
off the highway. An elderly couple was killed by
a truck that rear ended them as they were turning
into the local graveyard. Turning off the highway
when trucks are around is something we take quite
seriously.

Anew highway would be acceptable if it were
safer. But it is not, Here are some ways in which
the highway will not be saler:

#+ The new Highway will make driving te the
Post Offices in Hondo and San Patricio extremely
dangerous. The speed limits in these arcas will be
65 miles per hour with local drivers expected to
turn across oncoming traffic from the inside lane
of a four-lane highway into narrow side road en-
trances. {65 cars a day at the Hordo Post Olfice,
30 cars a day at the San Patricio Post Office.) No
tureing lanes are provided.

¢ Senior citizens visiting the Senior Cilizen cea-
ter in San Patricio (25 meals served daily) will be
expected 10 take the same hazardous course. No
tusning fanes are provided,

+ Parishioners at the San Patricio church (100
cars, lwo services op weekends, up to 300 cass at
Funerals) will also be in jeopardy. No turiting lanes
are provided.

+ Vailey residents turning into the side roads at
mile marker 284 (34 cars in three howrs) will face
simifar dangerous conditions. It should be noted
that the present turning lane provided onto the side
road at MM 284.5 will be eliminated.

+ Children and pedestrians walking in the area

clean up their poliution, zaiker than shifting 1heir
costs to taxpayers. The Inslee amendment, which
ensures that these crilical taxpayer and environ-.
mental safeguards are kept in place, passed by a
vote of 216 to 194,

Represeatative Jit Davis {D-FL) intreduced
an amendment to protect Florida's coasts from off-
shore ail drilling. The Bush Administralion is
moving forward with the controversial leasing
program off the Gulf Coas known as Lease Sale
181 but Rep. Davis” amendment prohibits unpopu-
lar and potentially damaging oil and gas-drilliag
in 1his area. [1 passcd by a vote of 247 to 164.

Albuquerque Mayor
Named an “Eco-Hero” in
Sierra Magazine

The Mayor of Albuquerque, Jim Baca, was
profiled as one of eleven “eco-heros™ in the Tuly/
August edition of Sierra Magazine.

In the story, Baca explained thal he became
enviraamentally active as a television anchorman
when repoting on {he Apelio spaceflights.

“As they flew over, they commented on how
the southweslern United States arcund New
Mexico looked like it was undera haze,” stated
Baca in the Sierra article.

Following up on these reports, Baca produced
a series of stories on the Four Corners Power Plant,
eveniualiy leading to the impiementation of state-
of-the-art scrubbees.,

Since that time, Baca has been active in nu-
merous environmenial issues, He also served as
President Clinton’s head of the Bureau of Land
Management, He resigned that position when he
disagreed with administration policies regarding
wildlards prazing.
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Cabezon from Page 1

nants of gast cultures and people that called this
place home centuries ago.

Literaily thousands of rins and historic sites
including prehisteric Pucble sites, petraglyphs,
and kivas can be found, as can remnants of the
Spanish settiers who entered the valley before the
eighteanth century.

The area is home 1o sacred and religious sites
of the Jemez, Zia and Santa Ana Pucblos. Ne-
where else can you find such an incredible over-
lay of cultures that arc unique to the American
West.

Fossil remains of ancient plant and animal life
are abundant. Ofite Wilderness Study Area is fa-
mous for the discovery of one of the largest dino-
saur skeietons ever found: a 120 fect-long, 100
ton Seismosaurus! The Cabezon Country is an
area rich in evidence of its natural and cultusal
history.

Growing Pressires on the Cabezon Countiry

White the Cabezon Country is still a largely
wild landscape, pressures from an increasing
population and expanding urban centers are
putting the region at risk.

Irresponsible dirt bike and other off-road ve-
hicle use, poaching, and vandalism of historic sites
threaten the area. Potential oil and gas explora-
tion in the region could cause irreparable haym to
the wild areas that make up the Cabezon Country.

Help Protect New Mexico's Cabezon Country,

The Cabezon Country js made up of a com-
plex of wildemness study arcas and other public
Jands managed by the Burcau of Land Manage-
ment. Fhese public lands belong to all of us. By
warking 1o protect these special areas now, we
can preserve them so future generations of New
Mexicans can use and enjoy them for years Lo

come,

You can help protect the special natural and
cultural values of this region by contacting your
Represcatative and Senators and urging them to
support Wilderness protection for New Mexico’s
Cabezonr Country.

Valles Caldera National
Preserve

Jewnifer Johnson, Chapter Conservation
Committee Chair

As noted in the last issue of the Rio Grande
Sierran, a very vocai and inspired contingency of
activists have been advocating against road clo-
sures, and for trails in the Valles Caldera National
Preserve being opened to off-road vehicle use.

Forest Service data show that forest reads
cause landscape feagmentation, soil esosion result-
ing in sedimentation and poltution of streams and
springs, destruction of wildlife habilat and dismap-
tion of elk herds, and air, noise, and visual pollu-
sion. The RGC therefore recommends adoption
of a very limited public-road network thatexcludes
motorized use in the fag reaches of the Preserve,
within quality viewsheds, and between dusk and
dawn.

Much of the adjacent Santa Fe Nationad For-
¢st is open to off-road vehicle use and such use is
incompatible with the Preserve’s mare impertant

Grents
{40 mi)

SANCO
BREAKS

3 o 10 miles

North

Ysidro

*
CABEZON AREA WILDLANDS

Note: This map is for reference only. It does not show all inventoried routes or

final boundary reconmendations.

values which include the Preserve’s; pristine ap-
pearance, scenic quality, volcanic features, and
witdlife diversity. It is important that the Valles
Caldera Board of Trustees coatinue fo get the
message thal noise-producing off-road vehicle
traffic (including ATVs, motorbikes, motoreycles
and snowmobiles) not be allowed within the
boundaries of the Preserve. Low [fying aircraft
should also be excluded within the boundaties of
the Valles Caldera.

What You Can Do

Write, or call the Board of Trustees, or atiend
a public meeting and voice your desire for a lim-
ited road network and exclusion of off-road ve-
hicle use in the Preserve.

The Valles Caldera Preserve and the Board
of Trusiees mainlains a web page on the Santa Fe
National Forest web site at: hitp:/fwww.fs.fed .us/
3/sfe/
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rounding area, The high unemployment rate in the
area is cited a5 a factor in considering the overalt
ecoromic benefits to the valley, factors that out-
weigh any disadvantages. Under close scrutiny,
this atilitarian argument, does not, and will not
hold up.

The most likely place to find jobs in the “sur-
rounding area” is Ruidoso, which lies at the be-
ginning of the proposed highway, around mile
marker 260. Jobs in Ruidoso are primarily sca-
sonal, [ow paying service-relaied jobs.

There is no reason to believe that an improved
highway will change the “seasonality” of the
Ruidoso employment patterns at the major em-
ployment centers: the motels, gift shops, casino,
restaurants, or race track. Nor will an improved
highway likely effect the minimum wage standard
of pay in the area,

Parsous-Brinkerhoff relies on unemployment
figures in the area to make an ecopomic argument
for benefits of the highway. These figures, as we
know, are based on those people in the arca who
apply for unemployment benefits.

Parsons-Brinkerhoff's report does not indicate
what percentage of those coflecting enemploy-
ment benefits live in the valley. Morcover, in the
Hondo valley, those fortunate encugh 10 collect
unemployment do so because they have taken sea-
sonal jobs and are jaid off at the end of the sea-
son. This is probably alsothe case witls other resi-
dents of ihe county.

SRdditioraliyithcieds nd #nsti t'belitve that

people would travel out of the vailey even if there
wese belter jobs available in Ruidoso. Because we
live ina small, close-knit community, most people
who tive here can name the people who are look-
ing for jobs, and we can casily assemble a Jist of
people who travei to Ruidoso or other areas for
work,

We kaow that several people in the valley
regalazly find summer employment at the Ruidose
BPowns race track; we know whe works at the ca-
sino and at Wal-Mart and the grocery stores, and
we know the people who work in construction and
in restavrants.

Tt is patently not the case that focal valley resi-
dents are seeking employment ki surrounding ag-
eas because of the economic disadvantages of bv-
ing in the countzy. In fact, a relatively small num-
bee of people travel out of the valley for work or
wish to do s0.

Parsons-Brinkerhoff wouid be hard pressed
to find anyone to testily that they would travel o
surrounding areas to work, were there a better,
safer highway.

it addition to the !ocal ranches and farms,
there arc two employers in the Hendo Valiey
where jobs are almost always available: cur fac-
tory and the Hondo store. We each employ six to
cight people.

The Hendo store, pays minimum wage, but
provides exceptional working conditions. it is a
friendly, coliegial atmosphere where the employ-
ces see their {iiends in the community and work
reasonable houss under safe conditions. We pay
our workers an average of nine dollars an hour
plus benefits, and cur working conditions are
pleasant.

Almost everyone in the valley who is seeking
employment comes to either or both of our Joca-
tions, We both have difficulty finding employees,

not because [ocals don’t want to work, but becanse
they are busy with their own farms and ranches.

Economic Destruction

Mowhere does e proposal state that the cx-
panded highway wili improve businesses in the
valley. On the contrary, the proposal does reai
damage to the small businesses that already exist
in the community.
+ Three of the seven roadside businesses owned
by local Hispanics in the valley wiil be put ont of
business because of highway acquisition (Two
[rvit stands and one hand made quilt store).
¢ Additionally, three of the remaining busi-
nesses face ruin because the highway will elimi-
nate their frontage: the Hondo Valley Station and
General Store in Tinnie, the Chavez gas station in
Honde, and The Burrite Express in Hoado.
4+ Access to the Hurd Gallery in San Patricio
will be made more difficult and visitors will have
to access the frontage road by stopping in the
middle of a four-lane highway and wail to cross
traffic. Again, no turning Iane Is provided.

“Nowhere does the
proposal state that the
expanded highway will
improve businesses in the
valley. On the contrary,
the proposal does real
damage to the small
businesses that already
exist in the community.”

Environmental Destricction

1f the proposed plan is accepted, the environ-
ment will be at risk in several important ways:
¢+ The proposed plan allows for accidental
dumping of petroleum products and wastes into
the Rio Bonito during bridge reconstruction. No
provision is made for added safeguards 1o protect
theriver, e.g., a person charged with environmen-
tal oversight and supervision. The river is ex-
tremely fragile, with Balg Eagles, Black Hlawks,
and other eadangered species inhabiting the re-
gion. (The endangered and non-endangered spe-
cies in the area are decumented in the report.)
4 The proposal says fittle about the shallow
water table in the vailey (less than 17 feet) and
the impact of the widened highway on waler qual-
ity.
+ The proposed plan provides no real solutions
1o mitigate the impact of the Highway on wildlife
migration: no uwnderpasses, no deer fences etc. kt
also takes a callous view loward the “de-nesting”
of endangered birds,
4+ MNonoise abatement procedures are suggested
as viable.
¢ There is a minimal allempt to maintain the
acsthesic qualities of the existing roadway: No
aesthetic restoralion, no overlooks, no regloration
of historic markers.

Inadeguare Aceess 1o Diformation

E have notified Parsons-Brinkerhoff that only
nine peopie in the entire valley, inciuding one
Hispanic, have access to the intemet. Yesterday,
Israel Miranda tried o go to the school and read
the report. The school had misplaced it.

Thave interviewed the postmasters of the San
Patricio and Hondo Post offices. They indicale
that, at most, one half of &l the boxes received
letters announcing the date of the public meetings
lo be held at the Hondoe School on June 6. Par-
sons-Brinkerhoff jadicated in writing that they are
“only rotifying residents who live along the high-
way.” (Hardly a sign they respect or acknowledge
the existence of a community.)

In the body of the EIS study, Parsons-
Brinkerholt indicate that a vote was taken on the
four-lane highway at a previous public meeting
and that there was iminimal opposition to the con-
strsetion proposal. The “vote™ was taken in the
suise of a "questionnaire” witliost informing the
participants that the questionnaire was a “vote.”

In addition, on the hunch that it was a vote, 1
tried to take copies of the survey out te the
comimunily ang was teld, £) [ couldn’t take them
out of the roem andl 2) if Ldi<l, they wouldn’t count,
(A reporter from the Ruidoso News was present at
this convessation, though it was not reported.)

Data Gathering

Much of the data provided above is “sofl.”
based on surveys conducted by local citizens, The
postmistress in Hondo is keeping a daily coun
post office Tralfic, during il HiUrs she 13
post office. However, the post effice is open after
hours for residents to visit their post office boxes,

A count of cars was taken at three church
services in San Palricio, a count was taken in a
three-hour period at mite masker 284, and acount
of daily visitors at \he Senior citizen's center was
taken from the nugmber of meals served. Residents
of Tinnie and Arabella were asked to estimate the
number of residents living in those areas.

There are some known facts: the number of
post affice boxes al the various post offices, the
nutmber of daily transactions at the Honde store.

There ase presently petitions posted at the San
Patricio chusch and the Honde Post Office. The
petitions ask for demographic data including the
number of persons over 60 and the aumber of daily
Irips o various locations,

Parsons-Brinkerhoff put their refusal to send
me copies of the report in writing, They also indi-
cated in writing that they are oniy notifying resi-
dents who live along the highway.

Conelusion

I don't know whether calling for the fnclu-
sion of turning lanes, the posting of lower speed
limits, the elimination of curbs, or the pretection
of existing businesses, {alls under the rubsic of
“environmental justice.” Nor do 1 know whether
such issues can be litigated. I de, however, know
that these issues are of {remendons import to the
citizens of our small community. If they are not
resolved in our favor, the highway will becomea
walt that constricts our quality of life, keeps usin
constant fear, and inhibits us from interacting with
our neighbors. And, God Forbid, some of us might
even die.
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Trail Maintenance in the
Pecos: Saturday and
Sunday, July 14-15 and
August 3-4, 25-26

By Linda Buchser

Sce ancient brisilecone pines in New Mexicot
Look a peregrine in the eye from twelve fect away!
View sheepherder’s tree carvings from the early
twentieth century. Climb over 1,400 feel in less
than two miles, and clear out the Dominguez Trail

The Dominguez Trail was constructed by local
and national Sierra Club members. It was a
significant factor in the Club receiving a “Take
Pride in New Mexico” awatd.

The Dominguez Trail begins about 5.5 miles
up the West Fork of Santa Barbara Creck, and pro-
ceeds over an 11,200 foot ddge to drop down to
the Trampas Trail. Parts of the trail coincide with
a former sheepherders’ route where the aspens
display names and dates from the carly 1900's.
This conrection cxpands the hiking possibilities
in the popular north Pecos Wilderness atea, pro-
viding a spectacular view of the Truchas Peaks
basinand north into Colorado, Theridge between
the high point of the Dominguez and the North
Truchas Peak, off trail but faicly casy walking,
witl lead you to a scattering of bristiecone pines.

The jast time we visited, a peregrine landed on a
snag to give us a careful inspection.

Our work will focus on clearing out trees
downed by an avalanche several winters ago.
Two-person ¢rosscut saws (“misery whips”),
Putaski's, and hard hats will be provided.

1o addition to the usual backpacking gear and
food, you will need to bring long pants, leather
boots, lenther work gloves, rain gear, and enthu-
siasiu.

If you're fult of enthusiasm but doubt your
ability with the tools, never fear! Those chop-
ping and sawing will need others to haul the trees
and brush off-trail.

The first trip wili feave from the Santa Fe
Sierra Club Office a1 7:00 a.m. Satusday Tuly 14,
and return to town approximately 8:00 p.m, on
Sunday, July 15.

Reserve a place on this work trip by call-
ing John or Linda Buchser at 820-0201 by Tues-
day July 1, we need this information in order to
coordinate with the Foresl Service.

For the August 4/5 Lrip, please let us know il
you are going by Tuesday, July 31.

For the August 25/26 trip, please let us know
if you are going by Tuesday, August 21.

Calling Alf Candidates!
Nominating Committee
Constituted

The ExCom has announced the Nominating
Committee for the 2002 ExCom Election:
+ Cheriil Blevins of the Southern New Mexico
Group, 524-4861 or spotblex @greatwhite.com
+ Ann Falknor of the i Paso Group, 9 15-833-
9162 or afajkaor @prodigy.net
+ Doug Fraser of the SantaFe Group, 474-7615
¢ Abe Jacobson of the Pajarito Group, 672-9579
¢ Cecily Vix of the Central New Mexico Group,
855-9140 or cecvix@aol.com.

There will be three seats open on the Execu-
tive Committee of the Rio Grande Chapter. Each
term is three years, Anyone interested in running
for a seal on the ExCom, which oversees the ac-
tivities of the Rio Grande Chapier, should contact
one of the members of the Nominating Commit-
tee soon.

You may also run for the ExCom by petition.
You would need signatures from 100 members of
the Chapter in good standing.

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the Rio Grande Chapter’s Anial Appeal.
Your generousity is muci appreciated and will be put to good use in our efforts to protect
special places in New Mexico and West Texas.

For Remembering!

Your financial contribution meansa
lot to us. By supporting this Chapter,
you support the Sierra Club's workin
your own back yard. This makes you
an important part of our work to
protact wilderness and wildlife, to
improve the quality of life in our
cities, and to promote the enjoy-
ment of nature,

Thank you.
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Pajarito Group News

General Meetings

There will be no general meetings in July and August,
All general meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
every month at Mesa Public Library, at 7 PM and are open
10 the pubtic.

Other Meetings:

Conscrvation Cominitee meelings are on the second
Wednesday and Exccutive Committee mectings are on the
third Wednesday of the month. All meetings ace at Mesa Public
Library, at 7 PM and are open to the nublic.

Qutings

Wednesday, July 18

Sierra Club Picnic and Bat Walk. Rring your favorite dish
for a polluck picnic to the Bandelier pienic grounds. Meet
at 6:30. Chris Judson will lead us on a bat walk around 8
or 8:30.

Please call llse Bleck, 662-2368

Saturday, August 4

Frijoles Canyon Hike and Bike Trip. Meet at the Ponde-
rosa Campground at 8:30 and carpoot to the Bandelier
Visitor Center. Hike Frijoles Canyon and return to the
campground via Upper Grossing. Those interested can
bicycle back to their cars at teh Visitor Center. Easy to
moderate, hiking dislance approximately 7 miles.

Call Reingr & lise Bleck, 662-:2368

The Log--So.New Mexico Group News

& ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ & & & & O

General Meetings

Executive Comsnittee Meetings are typically the first Wednesday of
the month--ail members are welcome to attend. Call Cheryll at
524-4861 for time and place.

Outings

The outings group does not have any scheduled outings until the Fall.
Outings questions: Call Barbara Coon at 522-1576 or Ron Gordon at

522-4527.
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SANTA FE GROUP NEWS

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR Doug Frazer

Before I turn over this space 1o the Vice Chair of
Conservation, Paul Paryski, for a discussion of the Group's
important work on one of the Club's prioritics — SPRAWE — let
me publicly say thanks for a $5,000 grant given ta our group.
This gift, our biggest ever, was made on behalf of the Beatrice
and Dan Fligelman Philanthropic Fund in honor of Dr. Fen
Sartorius, alt of Florida, who [oved Santa Fe. This, you'll
remember, follows on the gift we reccived last month from Ms.
Rebeeca Wolle's fifth grade class at Rio Grande School. We
must be doing some right things. It is great to have this
BENETOUS SUpport.

Now for Paul's report on sprawl:

Sprawl Issues And Y=

the Santa Fe Group of the Sierra Clab Paul Paski

With the assistance of Jennifer de Garmo, the Conservation
Organizer of the Rio Grande Chapter of the Club, the Santa Fe
Sprawl Committee, chaired by Eleanor Eiscnmenger, drew up a
complete Sprawl Campaign in carly 2001. This plan focuses on
stopping suburban and urban sprawl and protecting open space
in Santa Fe County.

The specific goals of the plan include:
= Short term: stopping development along Veterans Memorial
Highway 599 to preserve its open space character by supporting
an ordinance to use Transferred Development Rights (TDOs) as
a tool.

* Interim: advocate the passage of a strong plan for the
protection of Route 599.

m * Lobby the County Commission to aliccate funds for the

S5Ki AREA UPDATE
Q Ski Company Sues County Commission

During the public hearing that started in the afternoon of
May 16 and continucd past midnight, the Santa Fe County
Commission voted unanimously against the request of the Santa
Fe Ski Company to grant variances for the construction of a
S chaielift to Deception Peak and the cutting of 1,748 trees,
Before the vote, a good number of opponents spoke out
o against the desecration of Deception Peak. Among them werc
Tesuque Governor Charlie Dorame, Steven Sugarman from the
Ski Area Containment Coalition (SACC), Susan Martin as
representative of the Santa Fe Group of the Sierra Club, hike
E.l_ leaders Steve Markowitz and Phil Somervell, and many others.
Every one of you that came to the public hearings, sent letters to
the papers and county commissioners, those who supported
i SACC, made 3 big differcnce. Thank you all for helping.
On June 22, the Ski Company responded to the vote by filing
g a lawsuit in federal district court against the Santa Fe County
Commission, asking a judge to determine whether the county has
jurisdiction over the Santa Fe Ski Area, which is on federal land.
As of June 26, a court date had not been set. Please stay
involved in this important issue. The Ski Arca Containment
Coalition will need your help again!

CALLING ALL CANDIDATES!
Nominating Committee Constituted

The ExCom has announced the Nominating Commitiee for
the Santa Fe Group 2002 ExCom Election: George Grossman
(9821024}, Lionel Soracco (983-6715) and Barbara Johnson
{466-4935 { lunah3@aol.com). There are four 2-year term secats
open on the Exccutive Commitice of the Santa Fe Group.

Anyone interested in running for a seat on the ExCom, which
oversees the activities of the Santa Fe Group, should contact one
of the members of the Nominating Committee soon. You may
alse run for the ExCom by petition. You would need signatures
from 60 members of the Group in good standing.

establishieent of management plans and & management team for
the open space purchased by the County under the approved
Open Space acquisition bond program.

Members of the Committee attended mectings of the County
Commission, the Extra Territorial Zoning Authority and the
Regional Planning Authority to express the Club position on
these issues. The campaign met with considerable success.

The County Commission passcd an ordinznce approving the
use of TDRs, which are already being negotiated with
landowners. Doug Fraser, Group Chair, cloquently supported the
TDR program at the crucial meeting of the County Commission.

Susan Martin, Sprawl Committee membes, Group Political
Chair, and Chapter ExCom member, represents the Sierra Club
on the COLTPAC (County Open Land and Trails Planning
Committec), which advises on and approves land purchases or
casement purchascs. She closely follows all developments.

FPaul Paryski, also a member of the Santa Fe Group ExCom,
is one of the four volunteer advisors that assist the County on
developing a management progeam for the Open Space lands
already acquired.

The Sprawl Committee worked closely with the Ski Area
Containment Coalition against the expansion of the Santa Fe Ski
Basin to pressure the County Commission to deny the building of
a niew lifi on Deception Peak, a beautiful and unique hiking
destination, The Commission did, in fact, deny permission, but a
tegal jurisdiction conflict with the BLM remains. The denial was,
in any case, a superb moral victory.

The next major activity planned by the Sprawl Committee is 2
Sierra Club-sponsored slide presentation of the Open Space
Program carly this autumn,

The committec feels justifiably proud at having accomplished
so much with so few people and resources.

YARD SALE FUNDRAISER
Saturday, October 6
9AM to 3 PM

Mark your calendars now for our annual yard sale. Carole
Owens has graciously allowed ws the use of her garage and
driveway on the south side of town.

Please start saving saleable ftems, and if you know anyone
who is moving, cncourage them to donate unwanted items to us.
Please, no computers.

Space will be available before the sale for storage of large
items at Carole’s garage, and small items can be dropped off at
the Sierra office. We prefer not to coltect items until the month
before the sate, but if it is critical 1o get materials to us prior to
that, call and arrangements will be made.

We need volunteers to make this sale a success! Help is
needed with:

1 - Picking up items that donors can’t bring in
(does anyone have a pickup truck?)

2 - Pricing items the day before the sale

3 - Setting up and manning tables the day of the sale - twu-hour
shifts can be arranged, if that is better for you

4 - Cleanup at the end

Please cafl Barbara Johnson (466-4935), Kathy Fraser
(662-5204) or Norma McCallan (471-GG05) if you can volunteer
for any of the tasks. .

All meetings, outings, and activities
are FREE and open to the public.

Santa Fe Group of the Sierra Club
621 Old Santa Fe Trail - Suite 10 - Plaza Desira - Santa Fe - New Mexico - 87501
: 505 - 9832703
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SANTA FE GROUP OUTINGS

Sat Sun July

1  Strenuous Hike to Puerto Nambe on Winsor trail, about 11
miles, 2000 gain. Leave 8 AM. Lionel Soracco (983-6715)

7 Easy Hike 1o Glorieta’s ghost botel, 6.5 miles, 850" gain, people
and dogs by reservation. Lionel Saracco ($83-6715)
7 Opening of Dale Ball Trail - see article this page.

8 Very Stremuous Hike to Lake Katherine and beyond, 15-20
miles, 3300-4400" gain, leave 7:30 AM. Jefl Jones (466-2389)
Saturday, July 14 and Sunday, July 15
Strenuous Trail Maintenance Bockpack on Dominguez Trail
near Santa Barbara Canyon. Leaves 7 AM Saturday. Call by
noon Thursday 7-12 to confinn attendance. See separate atticle
for details. Joln & Linda Buchser (820-0201)
14 Strenuons_Hike on Aspen Vista trail to Tesugue Peak, 12
miles, 2000° pain. Leave 8 AM, call for rteservations.
Ned Sudborough (474-4035}
15 Moderste Hike in ligh country, 7-10 miles, leave 8 AM.

Art Judd (982-3212)
21 Ensy Bird-watching Walk in or near town, leave 8 AM.
Ron Dully (952-2890) »
22 Strenuous Hike in the Jemez. Leave 7 AM. Norbert Sperlich
{983-1962)
28 Moderate Hike to Grass Mountain in Pecos, dogs okay. Leave

at § AM, John Jasper {1-505-263-5466)
29 Moderate Hike 1o Nambe Lake off Winsor Trail, 7 miles, 2100°
gain. Call for reservations, David Bryant {1-505-757-3477)

PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE QUTINGS LEADER
PRIOR TO A HIKE
FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.

For additional outings in northern New Mexico,
please check the Pajarite Group page(s} in this newsletter.

Sat Sun September

1 Moderate Hike in high country. Ned Sudborough (474-4055)
2 Strenuous Hike to Gold Hill, north of Taos. 10 miles RT, 3411
elevation gain. Early start, long day. Call for details. Steve
Markowitz (983-2825) or Norbert Sperlich (983-1962}
Moderate Hike up Rio Frijeles (near Cundiyo). Many stream
crossings — you will get your feet wet! Dogs allowed. Leave
8:30 AM. Norma McCallan (471-0005)
9 Strenueus, Moderately Paced Hike Bandelier. 12.15 tmiles RT,
+2500" clevation gain. Call for details. Bob McKee (672-3426)
15 Moderate Hike to Nambe Lake, 7 miles RT, 2100° elevation
gain. Dogs allowed. Leave 8 AM. Lionel Soracco (983-6715)
16 Moderate Hike 1o La Vega. 7 miles RT, 1500" elevation gain.
Leave 9 AM, Call leader. David Bryant (1-505-757-3477)
22 Strenuous Hike to Caballo Peak (Jemez). 14 miles RT, 3300°
elevation gain. Some off-trail hiking likely. Call leader. Michael
DiRosn (663-0648)
23  Moderate Hike in high country. Dogs allowed. Call leader.
Tobin Oruch (820-2844)

[+-]

29 Easy Bird-Watching Walk in or near town. Beginnersweicome.
Bring binocutars. Leave 8 AM. Ron Dully (982-289)

29 Moderate Hike it Jemez Mountains, Calf for detnils. Norberi
- Sperlich (983-1962)
30 Strenugus Hike to Santa Fe Baldy. Leave 7:30 AM. Call for
reservation. Jefl Jones (466-238%)

Green The Earth And Prosper
\\‘ Third Annual Pence Day Presented Ly Cranes lor Peace
\\ \ﬁ August 6 - in Santa Fe
( gg\ NetWorks Productions (389-4432)
T www.networkearth.org
[N

&

Chair — Doug Fraser * 474-7615 / 662-4104 fax
VYice-Choir — Barbara Johnsor * 466-4935 funah3@aol.com
Secrelaryf/Treas — Lionel Soracco 983.6715

Political Committee—Susan Martin *
Membership —Norma MeCallan *
Newsletter/Publicity — Kay Carlson

988.5206 smuartin@lanl.gov
471-0005 mnccallan@mindspring.com
982-3926 kearlsonwp@earthlink.net

Phone Tree — Deo Sands 455-3005
Chapter Rep — Doug Fraser * 474-16515
Qutings — Nosbert Spetlich 983-1962

— Tobir Ormuch 820-2844 sruch@fanl.gov

Sat Sun August

Saturday and Sunday, August 4 and 5
Strenuons Trail Maintenance Back Pack on Domingiez Trait
near Santa Barbara Canyon. Leave 7 AM Saturday. Make
Reservation by Tuesday, July 31, John/Linda Buchser (820-0201)
4 Easy/Muoderate Hike up the Rio en Medio and discussion of
Open Space issues. Edward Archulets, Santa Fe Direclor of
1000 Friends, will desceibe how the County purchased a section
of private land at the beginning of the trail with Open Space
bond mosics. Beautiful waterfalls and tall ponderosa enhance
this nearby trail. Numerous siream crossings - you may have
wet feet, Dops OK. Leave 8 AM. Norma MeCallan (471-0005)
5  Strenuous Hike al a moderate pace. Ski Basin to La Vega,
return by way of "Elevator Shaft,” 9 miles RT, 2500' clevation
gain. Dogs altowed. Call leaders for details.
Bob McKee (672-3426) and Norma McCallan (471-0005)
i1 Strenuovs Hike in high country. Call leader for details.
Ned Sudborough (474-4035)
12 Moderate Hike in high country. Leave 8 AM. Call leader for
details, Art Judd (982-3212)
18 Easy Bird-Watching Walk in or near town. Beginnerswelcome.
Bring binoculars. Leave 8 AM. Ron Duffy (962-2850)
19  Moderate Hike to Hamilton Mesa. Meet leader 9 AM at north
end of Gloricta overpass on 1-25 or carpool from Santa Fe at
8:30. Call for reservation. David Bryant (1-505.757-3477)
Saturday and Sundny, Angust 25 and 26
Strenuous Trail Msintenance Backpack Dominguez Teail, neas
Santa Barbara Canyon. Leave 7 AM Saturday. Make reservation
by Tuesday, August 21, John and Linda Buchser (820-0201)
25 Easy Hike from Big Tesuque Campground to Aspen Vista.
Dogs allowed. Leave 9 AM, Lionel Soraceo (983-6715)
26  Strenuous Hike to Horsetlief Meadow. 12 miles RT, 2300
clevation gain. Dogs alfowed. Tobin Oruch (820-2844)

Qutings Holes - Unloss otherwlse noled, ali outings leave from the Slera office, 621 Old

Banta Fo Trodh, *Plaza Deslro,* just south of Kaune's:.Grocaery. st the comer, ot O SEToeil,..

and Paseo deo Peraita. Carpacling will b arranged. Each hiker should eome prepared 1o
pay 5¢ a mile lo the driver of the car in which e/he rdes, Bring a lunch, water, sturdy
hiking bools or shoees, and clothing suilable for the weather - leader resarves the right to
turn away anyone whose equipment of experience sppedrs unsuitable. Leador has right
1o aller dosiinalion of hike or cancel trip due to weather, unfavorable conditions, or
Insufficientnumbers of perticipants. Unaccompaniod minorsmust have witien permission
from parents o guardions lo participate; permissionforms are avoilable at the Sierra Club
cifice. Dogs nol penmitied on hikes unless neted othervwise. Talephone leader for datails
of the individual hike.

GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
Group Executive Commitiee: Group Conservation Commitfiee:
Tuesday, August 7, 6:30 TM Tuesday, July 25, 7 PM
Tuesday, September 4, 6:30 PM  Tuesday, August 28, 7 PM
Water Pot-Luck (Jehn Buchser's house): -
Monday, July 9, 6:30 PM
Monday, August G, 5:30 PM

£
It,g

On Saturday, July 7, the north section of the Dale Ball Trails will

open. Come for the celebration between 7 AM and 7 PM and hike
on some of the 7 miles already completed. By fall the entire trail
system of over 15 miles will be ready. The trajls are built for Tikers
and bicyelists — no moterized vehicles are allowed — but dogs on
leashes are welecome. Begin your hike at the 4Q-car parking ot
serving the trails, on the east side of Hyde Park Road at the
junction with Sierra del Norte,

Resotutions by the City of Santa Fe and Santa Fe County named
the trails after Dale Ball, who conceived of the trails, secured
funding and followed through with the trail construction.

& ¢ SANTA FE GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ ¢

Conservation — CEff Larsen *
Mining — CIifl Larsen *
Water-John Buchser *

Natiopal Parhs-Coustney White *
Rangelands-Roger Peterson

466-2128  elarsenl @ivrelcom.com
466-2128

820-0201 jbuchser@earthlininet
082-5502  widwst@no6.com
083.7359 rogpete@aol.com

Carson Nat'] Forest-George Grossman 982-1024
Activist Outings-Norma McCallan *  471-0005  nmecallan@mindspring.com
Growlh-Fieanor Eisenmenger * 8206-6401

Paul Patyski * 992-1984 ppanyski@acl.com

* Member of the SF Group Exccutive Commitlee

——

———
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Central New Mexico Group News

CeNTRAL NM Groupr NEWS

America’s Energy Crisis:

By Howard Stephens, Virginia Stephens and Jim Cochran

Twao dellars a gallon for gas, searing homne heatiag bills, rolling blackouts in
Californiz—what’s next? Why are we in an encigy edsis? Does anybody
know what our energy futuse is? And, what's on the lrorizon to solve our
energy problems— Wind? Solar? Clean Coal? Moze nuclear? Why docs it
seem that America is again ronning on enipty?

‘We sought the answer 1o these and many other questions as we rescarched
Arnerica's energy crisis for the pablic radio series, Renning on Emply, that
aired in May on Albuquerque’s KUNM, 89.9 FM. The series was distributed
10 public radic stations nationwide in June.

Qur goal was to provide well-balanced, complete, understandable, and timely

information on energy in America as background for public discussion and

debate en energy issues, We sought to:

= Trace recent history to the roots of America’s cument energy crisis;

+  Take stock of our encrgy sesources, consumplion patters, aging ehergy
infrastructure, and the eavirenmental consequences of our energy appetite;

* Give an in-depth examination of encrgy policy, to sce how public and
national inleresls, environmental concerns, and market forces are bal~
anced; and

» Look ahead to how erergy technology is likely te evolve, and how policy
and new technelogy can selve our cnergy crisis.

‘We sought answers feom many cxperts—including political leaders, energy
R&D expents, political scienlists, cconomists, and represeniatives of consmner
znd environmenial groups.

This is not the first lime America has seen an energy crisis. We would be much
farther ahead if we'd read the lessons of the past. As Philosepher George
Santayann wrote: “Those wlho cannot semember the past are condemned e
repead it

The cheap, seemingly abundant energy of the last two decades has lulled
public interest in energy issues, and our politicians have been asleep at the
wheel.

Teday's encrgy crisis is even worse than that of the 1970s:

+ We're even more hooked on oil amd gas, now importing over 54% of our
il (compared with 35% prior to the October 1973 oil embargo) and 16%
of our natoral gas.

«  America is prepared {o go to war over imported oil, as we demonstrated in
1591, during the bricf conflict with Iraq to defend Kuwait's oil ficids,

«  The Persian Guif and other regional sources of our imporied oil supply,

continue to be politicat powder kegs.
+ And our politicians still offer pailiatives to the American public, like a tax
cut, instead of using hard-eamed public capitai to address the real issites.

Since the 1970s, a gencralion has grown up without experiencing lines at the
pump or shortages of home heating fucl.  Even our political leaders have failed
to study the lessons of the past. 'We can say that for certain, because we’ve
examined the Busl/Cheney energy plan and have found it wansing, as many
others have. Bush's plam:

= Provides no vision for an environmenially sound encrgy luture,

» Focuses on our most scarce energy rescurces, especially oil.

- Disdains conservation efforts that can have significant and imunediate
payoffs.

- Ignores allematives 1o oif for our transportation fuel supply.

- Siashes research and development budgets for programs that could provide
an enviconmentally sound, cconomically viable energy options for future
generalions.

* Makes noattempt to couple energy and envirenmentai policy,

+ Pays lip service 1o glabal climate change issues.

More seriously fauited than the plan iisell, is the exclusionary process for
development of the plan. It was bom behind ciosed doors, Lo the exclusion of
environmentaiists and many other significant energy policy stakeholders. In
fact, the nanes of the real consultants and contributors to the plan have not
been released.

America does have numcerous technological options for solving the energy
crisis. Although lechnology provides the options, the path forward must be a
result of public consensus. It is not encugh to prolest the weaknesses of o
proposai on the tabje, as olhers and we have done with the Bush energy plan,
We must set alternative geals, and propose socially, economically, and environ-
mentally accepiable plans to achieve aur goals. Ifwe do not, we will fail to
win convenis. '

It is only by the public involvement and open discussion of energy issues, as in
the Ria Grande Chapter’s panel discussien on energy in June (see related
arlicle}, that consensus on goals and the path forward will be achieved. And,
witheut consensus there witl be little viable propress on crergy issues.

(A two compact disc set of the four-part energy documentary Running on
Empty is available for a nominai chasge from Vision Trust, Inc., a non-profit,
Lax-exempt organization chartered for educationzl and public interest projecis.
Call (585) 898-06988 ar email visionsrust @worldnet.att.net.)

(General Meeting Programs h

Monday, July 161l at 7:30PM

SLIDE SHOW ON THE CABEZON WILDERNESS AREA

Join Coalitien for New Mexico Wildemness member Garrick Delzell to view his
new slide presentation on the preposed Cabezon Wiklemess area, Northwest of
Albuquerque, See related anticle on the next page.

YWhere: The Unitarian Church at 3701 Carlisle N, at the comer of
Comnanche, in the Sectal Hall,

Monday, August 20¢h at 7:301'M

RIO GRANDE 1SSUES FORUM

Will we as a community choose to keep the Rio Grande as a living river with
it's glerious cottonwood bosgue or let it beeome a concrete lined chanacl?
Join us for a panel discussion of experts on the issues we face.

Where: The Unitarian Church a1 3701 Carlisle NE, at the comer of
Qommmtche‘ in the Secial Hall,

v
Drink the Rio Grande..? What’s Next 7 )

‘Wo have reporicd in recent Sierrans, on the progress of the City of Albuquerque’s plan
te divert water from 1he Rio Grande, treat the water ot 4 new izeatment plant and
provide it to alj of us through the City's water system. This project is the centerpiece of
the City's Water Resources Management Strategy (Stmtegy) which outlines the steps
that we will lake to deceease Albuquerque's reliance on the aquifer, establish a drought
reseive, and use renewable surface water from the San Juan-Chama Project.

The next siep in the process is the publication of the Draft Environmental fmpact
Statement (DELS), 45 required by the Mational Enviconmental Policy Act (NEPA),
which wili consider the possibie diversion altemalives,

We have just learned that the planned release date for the DEIS is Iate Aupust. The
release should be announced in area newspapers, on the City's website (www.cabg.gov)
8o, let's reaffirm our promise to participate in the DEIS process, and let the city know

that we want construction of the drinking water purification facility and diversion of the
San Juan-Chama water from the fiver to be done with carcful management.

\Lcl‘s e an Involved and Caring Communily and do this right!

_/

s ™

Central New Mexico Group

PO Box 25342
Albuguerque, New Mexico, 87§25-5342

Exccutive Committee (area code 5(5)

Blair Brown 259-7190 bhlairh2 @aol.corn
Steve Capra 843-8696 scapra@nmwild.org
Kellie Goudrean 232-3721 calont@nel.com
Marlin Heinrich 2327151 mtheinrich @aol.com
Edward Suffivan 259-5966 sully @nmwild.org

The Executive Committee normally meets on the 2nd Monduy of each
menth at 7PM. We meet at various locations, so please contact one of
us for ke meeting location, or if you have issues you would like to
discuss, The meelings are free and eper to all members.

Project Leaders {area code 505)
Conservation Chair

Steve Copra 843-8696 scapra@nmwild.org
Membership Open
River Issues

Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@acd.com
Outings

David Ther 260-1533 grelbik@att.worldnet.net
Programs Cpen
Water Cpen

The Central New Mexico Group af the Sierra Club
depends on the gfforis of volunteers.
To join us, give any of us a call.
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Energy Forum
by Blair Brown

On Monday, Junc }8th, the Central NM Group presented a panel of experts 10
talk aboul energy issues, including the Bush Energy Pian and

deregulation of the electric utility in New Mexico, The panclist were:

David Somuner, Nuclear Engineer at PNM

Tuie Grey, Pubiic Relatjons Dept and Wholesale Power al PNM

Marlene Brown, Electrical Engineer in Photovoltaics rescarch at Sandia
Matienal Laboratories

Ben Luce, Ph. D., Physicist and President of the New Mexico Solar Energy
Association

Jennifer Taylor, Encrgy Specialist with NM Public Interest Research Group
Lynne Thomas, Global Energy Consultant, writer and encrgy consuftant

The program was ably moderated by Gail Ryba, Chemist, fuel cell specialist,
and Energy Issues Chair of the Rio Grande Chapter

David Sesumers provided delails about the excellent aperational record of Palo
Verde Nuclear plant, which provides about 20 percent of New Mexico's
clectricity, PNM awns abowt 10 pereent of the plant, and six other utilities own
the rest. Having been built in 1986 it s1ill has 24 years of operation under its
current standacd 40-year permit.

Julie Grey indicated that PNM gets 579 of its electricily from coal, about 20%
from nuclear, and the rest from gas and ¢il. She acknowledged that

they are missing renowabie encegy, and they are fooking for oppoertuniticsie
build renewables, most fikely wind, which is very affordable, although

it does have some environmental issues. She also highlighted e growth in the
western United States, pointing out that Nevada hzd grew 66% in the

Iast 20 years, with the resulting reed for power to meet his growth. In compart-
son, New Mexico grow 20% over the last 20 years.

Marlene Brown: talked about the improvements in photovoltaics over the last
50 years, and mentioned that photovoltaic panels now come with 20-year
warranties. She also mentioned the fact that they can be part of a decentralized
pewer system, where each individual has their owa power plast. She neled that
with power costs rising, investment in pliotovoltaics becomes more and more
firancially advantageous.

Ben Luce listed many of the issues surrounding climate change, and also
ilemized a number of reasons that he is opposed to nuclear pawer, some of
which are non-lechnical. He posed the guestion, “What if the world had had aii
Dﬁlmmuﬁng each of the World Wars?,” and

hightighted concerns about security around nuciear power in & potentially

unstable werld, He finally retumed to the need for conservation and the
irmense opportunity for pewer generation from solar and wind sources that
we liave in the Southwest.

Jennifer Taylor talked ahout the potlutants that ate a part of coal-fired power
plants, especizlly seot, carbon dioxide and smercury and the poteatial impact on
human hezlth. She mentioned her concerns with new coal plants being pro-
posed in southwestern Colorade.

Lynne Thomas gave an overview of the deregulation process in New Mexico,
and called on membets of the audience to make their views kaown to the
Public Regulation Commission {PRC), which is the ¢lected body that regulates
cnergy jssues here in NM. In her view, the PRC especially needs so hear that
we want them Lo include renewable sources in aiy encrgy plans for the future.

Afively question and answer sessien followed and members of the audience
were nalurally interested in a wide varicty of issues,

There was an aticmpt to sort out the true cost of electricity from the Palo Yerde
nuclear planl, when operation, maintenance and consiniclion costs were
included, Without construction costs the costs are low, bul construction costs
are complicated by the fact that PNM had to write-off a large portion of the
cast. This [ed to a tangential discussion of subsidies given te 1l various types
of power. Ben Luce stated that renewables get oty a fraction of what the
nuclear and fossil fuel industries have reeeived. Others voiced their ohjections
to nuelear enzrgy, while others asked where else we would iz when fossil
fuels began to run out.

Audience niembers were also specifically intezested in the costs associsted
with retro-fitting existing homes with renewable encrgy. Many peaple
emphasized that conservation is the most cost-cliective way to save energy in
cxisting homes, including improved insulatien and tighlening air leaks in: the
home.

Many voiced on their concerns with the Bush 'Energy Plan’, with comments
ranging [rom objections to drilling in ANWR, the absense of conservation in
tse plan, Inck of incentives for renewables, to the excess profits being eamed
by encrgy supplicrs at the expense of citizens in California and clsewheze.
Conversations continzed after the meeting formally ended and out into the
parking lot. All agreed that we must continue to publicize the issues befere us
and make our views know 1o our glected officiais.

(C_hildrcn's Water Festival Volunteers Needed! h

On November 8 & 9. 2001, 1600 4th grade students from throughout the
Middie Rio Grande area will gather at the Albuguerque Convention Center to
spend a wonderfu} day learning all about water!

Water Wonders! is the 2001 Festival theme. Students wil test their water
knowledge in lively games of Dripial Pursuit and Water Jeopardy, They'li
create a mini-river, use a groundsvater model (0 ‘seg’ how water moves
underground and a computer model to make projections of water use into the
future. They'll look for *bugs’ in the waler to determine its purily, purify water
from the Rio Grande and build aguifers from edible ingredients, They'll
converse with the Water Wizard who *kuows aif there is 1o know about H20".
With so many students gathering, we'll need plenty of help! We are seeking
volunteers to be guides for student groups, assistants for aciivity presenters,
runners to deliver extra suppliies wherever needed, photographers, snack
servers.... you're probably getting tle picture, here! If you'd like to help send a
note to waterwiz@pioncerwest.net

Editor’s Note: The Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club is a financial
(mﬂribufor to the Children's Water Festival.

S
~
July General Meeting

Cabezon Country, The Wild Heart of New Mexico

On Monday July 16", Garrick Delzeil of the Coalition for New Mexica
Wiidemness will present a slide shew on Cabezon Country, one of New
Mexico's signature wildlands, The Conlition, which includes 54 member
organizations and businesses (including the Sierra Club} , is putting together a
proposal to protect over 160,000 acges of wildlands in and around Cabezon as
Wiidemess, This area, including high desert piains, Douglas fir and spruce
forests, and sandsione canyons as well pereanial streams provides habitat for
many different species of wildlife including Etk and Black bear.

‘These sacred lands are being thicatencd by the pressures of growth from
Albuguergue, in the fom of irresponsible Off-Read Vebicle use. In additien to
this, these lands are also being eyed by the Bush administration for potential
oil and gas leasing,

Please joint us for this evening of slides to celebrate Cabezon Country, and 1o
find out how you can help.

66]11!‘211 NM Group Volunteer Opportunities W

Programs Organizer - Someone who could help us organize our monthly
General Membership meelings, The more interesting tasks are finding
interesting programs and coordinating with presenters, but you can alse help
wriing the radio annourcentents and providing thens to the radio stations, and
preparing and mailing the posteard we send our membess. Mo experience is
necessary and we'll help you get going,

Office Helper - Felks who can spare a couple of hours o week (o retzive our
phone messages or pickup our mai} and direct it to ihe proper people. We will
show you: what ta do. IUs niot l:ard and you cai: work on your own schedule.
Great way Lo learn about the Club and the issues we're all working on.

Contact Kellie Goudreau, 232-3721, catonyt®@aol.com or
@]air Brown, 259-7196, bblairh2@aol.com )

@utings N

Sunday, July 15 - Manzanoe Crest Trail Hike and Brash Clearing

We will continue our guest to have the Manzano Mountains Crest Trail cieared
of brush from end to end. Aetual location will be determined as the date
approaches. Everyonc can work at their own pace and we'lE probably finish
clearing by 2 to 3 in the afternoon. Should be some nice views, wherever we
choose to po. Bring plenty of cold water (2 liters min.), luach, and work
ploves, if you have them. Leaders will provide cold drinks, when we return to
the cars.

Meel at 8 AM at Frankiin Piaza at Juan Tabo and Central, but RSV by
previous Wednesday, so we know haw many (o expect.

Contact Tom Petencin 271-9928 tompeten@juno.com or

Rick Hurley 299-8401 rickhurley®acl.com

Sunday, July 22 - Spruce Spring - Red Canyon Loop Hike

Manzane Mountain Wildemess, Moderate hike to the crest of the Manzaso
Mountains. Great stands of ponderosa, pinou, and juniper. Alpine meadows at
crest with preat views. 7 mites round trip, 1200 R, clevation gain, Leisuzely
pace. Call David Ther 260-1553.

Wednesday, August 22 - Piedra Lisa Viewpoint Hike

Hike to a wonderfui reck formation at ridge on South Piedra Lisa Trail, west
side of the Sandias. Trail is somewhat steep, but the views all the way up and
dewn are waorth it. 7 miles round teip, 1260 ft. elevation gain, moderate pace.

. ~

\ Cail Doris Campbell at 884-4809. J

smaN dnoin odIXa|y MaN [el3usd
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The Lorax - El Paso Group

A Nete from the Chair
A Fresh Start

A new mayor, a fresh start, another opportumly 1o improve our
quality of life here in El Paso! The people have spoken. We hope it's
ouly the beginning of a new populist novement here. The idea of a
politician winning office with the help of many siail gifls from the
people, as opposed to the old model of huge contributions from
developers and othier special iterests, 15 truly exeiting!

You and 1 must now loliow
through. Our new mayor 15 only
lumar. Thase yoices hie hears
wilk influence him, [t is hard for
us with our “real” jobs ta
compete with those who are
being paid, directly or indircctly,
to influence hine. Of coursc he
wilf be listening to your City
Councii Person. Go to your
representative’s weekly breakfast
meeting when you can

Mayar Caballero is considering a
move loward the City Manager
form of govermnent. Tramed
professicnals are usually very
cfficient and have a wider
perspective than poliicians.

We can fearn Trom other cities’
successes and (ailures, particularly m plannmg for controtled growih,
cr no growth! At this point El Paso’s only growth plan is La siay
within the city Limsts!

¥ tA
El Paso Mayor Ray Cabatlero

hinmediate ovarhaul of the anliquated Public Service Beard 18
needed! 1lere is arguably the most mpontant governing body in {he
city, controlling fliousands of acres of our prime geal estate! They arc
mice peaple, but without professional training in civil engmeenng,
We suspeet Ef Paso Water Utisitics likes it better thal way! Al
where arc the environmentalists? Well, lately we've been sitting m
the audience. We even sal in 1he audience at Congressman Reyes'
recent all-day Water Summat where it 1ok cight lours before the
words "papulaticn growlh' were witered! (Thanks, Maoderator
Suzanne Michaels!)

Dan't gel me wrong aboul professionals, We all have professions
where we do what we™ve heen trained fo do. 1f you go to n swgeon,
il prabably cut. IT you consult the Army Carps of Engineers,
you'lt probably get a dam. 11 you ask me to play al your wedding
you'li get a violin! So who is oy o stand up for the river, or the
carlh? That, my friend, 18 where you and 1, the amalcurs, conie in
You and [, the “lovers™, unencumbered by the “reahity™ ol the
professsonals, can dream big - about returnmg the Rie Grande to i1s
fonmer glory, about restorng o lands Lo their pristing conditsons!

So, Ict's contimue our work! See you Tucsday monangs at City
Couneil. Call your Ex Com member for more ideas!

Lagrence Gibson,
Chair El Pase Regional Group Siesta Club

El Paso Electric Selling Wind Power

El Paso Elegtric (EPE) bas two new wind turhines that supply
eleclricity 1o its custonsers.

EPE’s Hucco Mountain Wind Ranch, near the Hueco Mountains cast
of Horizou City, is abeut 35 mifes fram downtown El Pase. The EPE
Wind Ranch has two 660-kilewalt V=47 Veslas wind turbines with
‘T7-feot-long rator biades (154 fool diameter) mounted on 213-foot
towers, They are expecled to generate about 3,000,000 kWh of
clectricily = year. This is enough to power appreximately 500
average El Paso houscholds.

The electric company also offers ils customers the opportunity to
wvest in renewable energy on a voluntary basis. The Renewable
Energy Progsam cnables customers to contribute to the development
of tenewable energy by purchasing Blocks of 100 kWh,

For more info, see EPE’s web site; www.epelectric.com/intemelstie/
www_epesite nsfhomeie,

ICO Summer Activities Hit Full Swing

Getting Ready for Chile Pepper Challenge

Now that students and teachess are out of schook, Inner-City Outings
(ICG) is bicycliag and hiking on an accelerated schedule. Each
Monday monying. adults and children from Life Management Center
(LMC) are training on road bikes ard mountain bikes to increase
1lseir staniina and skili. The uliimate goal is Lo participate i the £l
Paso Bicycle Club’s Chile Pepper Challenge at the end of September.
The Chile Pepper Chalienge is the club's ansal fund raiser which
benefits a nurnber of different charsties. Last year the ¢lub donated
5750 to the 1CO program to support i5s cycting activilies with
children, Cyclists are encouraped 1o ride between 25 to 160 miles.
Helping in the cffort are bicycle experts Ed MacBeth and James
Herrera, James is a new member of the LMC staff. He teaches
bicycling and kick boxing.

As the first venture in this continuing senes James, leader Riclard
Rheder, and LMC staff Lisa Tomaka trained two teenage volunteers
ot May 28 who will help with other young participants. Yolunteess

Mary Herrera and Mary Lou Parker rounded out the teant. On June 4
Ed MacBeth helped with bicycle safety tips as five students bicycled
down the [evee.

Bicycle 101

LMC is also.doing a “Bicycle [0 course for beginners lwo
Wednesday memings cach month this sumner. Lucy Baxter, James,
and Richard helped three younpsters jearn the basics of how to
mancwver on a bicyefe. One extra attraction is that every panticipant
1 any bicycling event recesves a fice helnset from a Texas
Departsnent of Heaith grant,

Going Batty

Six young participants fromn LMC also hiked 10 Aztec Caves in the
Franklin Mowlains with Lucy, Richard, and Silbie Long. Oue
creative participant erticed stragglers to get to the cave for Junch by
pretending to see bats in the cave. His “oohing™ and “anhing™
resulled in several participants “seeing” these wissing mammals. The
boundless encrgy of some participants led to new and exciling ways

“ICO" continued on nexi page
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“ICO" continned frum previous page

1o go downbilt on slippery slopes — jumping, sliding, and “rear end”
techaiques were demonstrated.

Starting Out Young

The El Pase 1CO group has taken defivery of about 81,200 worth of
cquipment to enable Familics with younger children to enjoy hiking,
This includes four papoose-style carriers and a big wheel stroller
ordered through a grant from REL. These will come in handy with
the hikes proposed for Family Service of Ef Pase’s Post-Adaption
Services Prograns, which tends to svalve yeunger children. During
the March hike to Dripping Springs, several familics had to literally
carry “lap™ children ali the way.

July 7-8 Volunteer Training
For this great program, refer fo the Outings listing below,

Steering Committee Meeting July 11

1CO will have a meeting on July 11 at 7 PM (folicwing Sierra Club's
Exccutive Cornntiltee mesting) at Jaxon's on the east side. Any
interested partics are inviled to atlend.

Qutings

Jul 7-8: [CO Car Camp & Leader Training Retreat
Place: Easl Canyon, Gila National Forest

Class: Easy wilh optional day hike

Lengih; 0-3 miles

Elevation gain: 0-200 feet

Leader: Ted Marlig: 852-3011 (H})

Join our award-winning 100 leaders for an educational and
recreational car ¢amp to beantiful East Canyon in the ponderosas. Just
ofT MeKnight Road on the back way 10 Lake Roberts, this
undeveleped spot will give plenty of space for the group 1o learn some
teadership skills while prenicking, hiking, and winding down from
city fife.

st

The weekend will feature first aid training by Dr. Kathy Ritger and

hands-on situation teaining for petential difficultics. All Sicrra Club
personnel arc itwited. A must il you'd like 1o become an (CO Jeader,
but not limited to 1CO folks!

Jul 21: Huego Tanks Walk

Place: Hueco Tanks Slate Park east of £t Paso
Ctass: Easy

Length: 3 miles

Elevation gain: None

Leader: Jamie Newlin: 581-1471 (H)

While you can arrange a tour ol this state park on your own with a
phiane call, this wifl be our first greup tour il two years. There is a
$4 per persen admission charge payable 1o (he park. famic will
arrange with the park for a guide, hopefully one of cur certified E1
Paso Group members, We'll try 1o start early to catch Lhe fresh
desert imorning at this historic oasis. Hallowed ground for the Tiguas,
Hueco Tanks fealures world-class rock art and climbing walls
surrounding ifs life-sustaining water holes

August 3-5: Redstone Park Backpack {Rescheduled from
June)

Place: Weslern: Gila Wilderness, New Mexica

Class. Moderate

Length. 10 miles

Eievalion gain: 1,200 feet )

Leader Rollin Wickenden; rwickgila@aol com

Coing enjoy a pleasant weekend rip 1o one of our favonite
destinations in the Gila. We will depart El Paso on Friday night and
drive via Silves City and Glenwood fo our campsite on Whitewater
Mesa. G Saturday morning, we'll drive the Bussum Road through
Mogollon and en to our trad head near the Silver Creek Divide. The
hike lollows trai} #2006 over a ridge with views of {he canyen of
Whitewater Creek. The trail then contours dowm to our campsile at
Redstone Pack (elevation about 8,000 feet) on Whitewater Creek. Be
prepared for cool nights and cold momings. After explonug the area,
swisming in the creek, and spending Saturday night at Redstone
Park. we wilf pack up and retrace our sleps 1o the cars,

f Sierra Club - El Paso Regional Group Directory (Area Code 915)
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chaclura(juno.com ¢y Liz Walsh: 584-1471 ¢y fed Morlig: l;' et
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tmertig@ecarthlink.net Ted Merlig: 852-3011 E.
Shirley Phillips: 772-6503 - tmertig@earthlink.net . :)""gr“‘“s
sphillip@elp.rr.com o Franklin Mountaias . pet .
Liz Walsh: 584-1471 "y John Sproul: 545-5157 7y Transportation
cwalsh{@utep.edu O jsproul@utep.edu o Terry Sunday:. 584-9301
) . i) sundayt{@zianct.com
Administration Pyt Grazing 3 Web Mast
T (y Ted Mertig: 852-3011 ry cb aster:
reasurer ' imertig@earthlink.net oo ey Sunday_. 584-9301
Kathy Sunday: 584-9301 3 . O sundayl@zianel.com
sundayi@zianel.com st Inner City Outings I Wetland
i Ted Mertig: 8523011 0 ctlands
Chapter Delegale oy s : John Sproul: 545-5157
. < imertig@earthiink.net = "
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Outing Outlook

by Norma McCallan

The summer solistice is just behind us. Indian paint brush, yellow
pea, and penstemon dot the woodlands. Tiny blue forget me nols appear
on the tuendra as the last of the winter’s snows mielt. What a time to enjoy
the outdaors! Below are listed a potpourri of hikes from our Groups to
whet your appetite. Be sure and check each of the Group pages for more
details on these and additional hikes. Always call the feader to confirm
time ard meeing place. All phene numbers are area code 505, except as
otherwise noted.

+ July /8 1CO LEADER TRAINING RETREAT, EAST CANYON
GILANATEONAL FOREST. TED MERTIG 915-852-3011. If you have
had any thoughts about becoming an Inner City Outing leader, this trip is
the time to check it out and learn leadership skills in the ponderosas.

+ Sat/Sun July 14/15 TRAIL MAINTENANCE BACKPACK,
DOMINGUEZ TRAIL. John & Linda Buchser 820-0201. The little known
Doininguez Trail staris 5.5 miles up the West Fork of Santa Barbara Creek
and proceeds over an 11,200' tdge to drep down to the Trampas Trail,
Parts of it were formerly a sheepherder’s route, and the aspen show names
and dates from the early 1900s. Trail work will focus on cleariag out
trees downed by an avalanche several winters ago. Reserve a place by
July [0, We will also run August 4/5 and Aug 25/26, reservations needed
4 days prior (by July 31 and August 21 respectively),

¢ Sun July 22 SPRUCE SPRING/RED CANYON LOOP HIKE,
MANZANO MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS. David Ther 260-1553. Mod-
etate, 7 miles r.t. loop to the alpine meadows and spectacular views on
the Manazano Crest,

+ SatJuly 28 GRASS MOUNTAIN HIKE, John Jasper 263-5466. Mod-
crate hike to this flat mountain near Pecos. Grent views. Dogs ok.

# Fri Aug 3-8un Aug 5. REDSTONE PARK BACKPACK. Roilin
Wickenden rwickgila@acl.com. Moderate backpack, 10 miles ri. into
the remote Western Gila Wilderness.

¢ Sat Aug 4 FRIJOLES HIKE & BIKE TRIP. kHse & Rainer Bleck 662-
2368. Hike up Frijoles Canyon in Bandelier N.P. to Porderosa Camp-
ground, zeturn to Visitor center by bike, if interested.

¢ Sun Aug 19 HAMILTON MESA HIKE. Dave Bryanl 757-3477. Mod-
crate hike to this broad mesa in the Pecos Wilderzess, Many wildflowers.
¢ Wed Aug 22 PIEDRA LISA VIEWPOINT HIKE. Doris Campbell
834-4809. Hike to a wonderful rock formation on the west side of the
Sandias. 7 miles r.t.

+ Sun Aug 26 LA JUNTA, PECOS WILDERNESS. Tobin Oruch 820-
2844, Strenuous loop hike through a varicty of meadows,streams and
forest, Dogs ok,

4 Sun Sept 2 GOLD HILL or WHEELER PEAK HIKE. Steve
Markowitz 983-2829 (or 983-1962). Al day, strenuous hike to the very
high country. Gold Hili is 12,711, Wheeler 13,161,

Cther Non-Sierva Clith Events

¢ Sat July 7 GRAND OPENING FOOTHIELS TRAILS, Our hats off to
Dale Ball, director of the Foothills Traits Trust and former Director of the
Santa Fe Conservation Trust, who has abtaized appsoval and {uading for
a master system of trails on the east side of Santa Fe. The first 2 in this
syslem will be open for public use on this date. See article in 8F pages.
¢ Fri Aug 31-Mon Sep 3 NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE
GILA BOX/BLUE RANGE INVENTORY QUTING. Michel Scialdone
843-8696. Car camp trip, day hikes, and inventory of wilderness poten-
tial, near the Arizona border.

OQUTINGS CENTENNIAL—2001 marks the centennial of the out-
ings program in the Sierra Club. Eight years after the birth of the Sierra
Club, John Muir reasoned “if people in general could be got into the
weods, even for once, 10 hear the trees speak for themselves, al} difficul-
tigs in the way of forest preservation would vanish.” Well, it hasn't been
that easy, but starling with an annual summer outing s the Sierras that
grew to some 200 participants, the Club has broadened its outings to in-
clude hundreds of national and infematienal trips and thousands of local
Group and Chapter outings each year. Many irdividuals, once introduced
to the wilderness have gone on to become Sicrra activists fighting the
many threats to their favorite landscapes.

INPUT WANTED: Adticles/photos about hiking/backpacking/bik-
ing/cross-country skiing; equipment commeniaries; threatened or endan-
gered areas; trip information you would like to share with the Rio Grande
Chapter membership. Let’s get some more outings content in the Sierran!
Contact me, nmceallan@mindspring.com, or our editor John Buchser
jbuchser@earthlink.net.

My tame
b5 Addrass

Stay Informed
Get E-mail on the Latest Happenings

¢| To Receive and Post Messages on current happenings of cnvironmenta

nterest in the Rio Grande Chapter: This list is open lo anyonc intezested
Send & message to Jistserve @lists.siciraciub.org
With the contents: SUB RIO-ISSUES YourFirstName YourLastNatme

To receive alerts only on issues that have been determined by your group [

| or chapler’s leadershipto be especially important (which is a much lower

volume of email):

? Scnd a message to Listgoard @sierraclub.org
| With the subject line:

Your § digit member number {on any Club mailing fabel)

With the contents, depending on which group you are in:
SUB RIO-NORTH-1SSUES YourFirstName YourLastName
508 REO-CENTRAE-ISSUES YourFirstName YourLastName
SUB RIO-SOUTH-ISSUES YourFirstName YourLastName
SUR RIO-ELPASO-1SSUES YouwrFirstName YourLastName

Some images:

wiT I.iva' o long &fter wa'te pone, And
-we get to choose

whith ones thoza are,

Tho Apctic Hatianal Wilthfs Refuge
@ pricofess sanclusry.

Yet right now, off deiliing Interasts
; .'( alllas in Congress
fhreaten 1.5 miliion acres

its pristing witdornass,
&8 n;uw, 8¢ tagother
We can grofeat these

. and nmu_r gteclous wildlands

for peneratfons fo comp.

Join today and receive a FREE Slerra Club Backpack!

D Check enclosed, mada payable to Sierra Club
% Please chargemy [ Mastetcard O Visa

Explate___

JOtHY

Contibutiors, gifsand
duestotheSlemalubare B
3547 nottaxdeductible; they

3100 support our effective,

D75 citzen-based advocacy

Géiz50 and lobbying efforts. Your
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O$32 subscription 1o Stemd
[REH] d $1.00 for
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