f
i

March / April 2001

News of the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sterra Club

Hope for the Bosque

By Anna Sher
UNM Biology Department

Our bosque is in treuble, but there may
be cause for hope. The trouble can e scen by
taking a boai irip down ihe middle Rio Grande:
for mifes one will sce primarily one thing lining
the shores - endless thickets of tamarisk trees.
Disappeated are most of {he rich cottonwood for-
ests that house the bald eagle, give us recreation
areas and wood, provide habitat for dozens of other
plant species, aud beawtify our waterways, Tama-
risk, alse known as salt cedar {Tamarix spp.), is a
non-native tree that was first introduced to the
Southwest from Eurasia in the turn of the cen-
tury, and it is still planted as an ormmamemtal. It
didin't become invasive, however, uniil after we
straightened and danymed our waterways. Flood-
ing may be the key - to both the loss of our bosque
and its reclamation.

Cottonwood trees (Populus spp.) depend
on over-bank flooding to become established by
seed - they need the scouring flood waters 1o re-
move other plants (including old cotlonwood), to
put down fresh soil, and wet the ground. The
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Legislative Report

The 2001 New Mexico Legisiative Ses-
siot opened in Santa Fe on January 19th with what
was probably Governor Johnson's most concilia-
tory and progressive speech since the beginning
off lsis terimy.  He clearly designated solving the
many water problems faced by all New Mexicans
as ong his main prictities for the upcoming year,
a very positive development.

The Sierra Club has decided that its own
priorities for New Mexico are:

» Water, its preservation and environmentally
and ecologically appropriate management;
+ The control of environmentally
damaging sand and gravel mining through
a special “sand and gravel” bill o be pre-
sented at the fegislative session;
« Smart and sustainable urban growth and the
controf of sprawl in all its forms;
* The corservation of vital ecosystems, New
Mexico’s exceplional biediversity
and wilderness areas.
To achieve these goals the Sierra Club has adopted
a strategy of
1. Establishing partnerships with other vital en-
_ vironmendal organizations and private volua-
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torically the rivers would flood. The unpredict-
able and meandering Rio Grande with its shal-
fow, braiding streams, provided optimal habitat
for cottonwood estabilishment, but this unpredict-
ability was not optimal for other, economic inter-
esis. Thus, we straightencd and dammed the
Middle Rio Grande - with positive resuits for de-
velopment, but this major alteration began a dra-
matic decline iz coltonwoed establishment and an
explosion in tamarisk.

Belween 1918 and 1989, tamarisk cover
along the Rio Grande between Cochiti and San
Marciat increased from zero to over 17,000 acres,
and very few people are bappy about it. Its
shrubby growth prevents it from being a good
shade iree, or providing area for recreation, flow-
ering planis, or large animals. Mosguitoes like o
breed under tamarisk, and slthough it makes pretty
pink and white flowers and can be an attractive
when pruned, the unending thickets of it ace hardly
agsthetic. It's difficult te chop and burus very hot.

See Bosque on Page 6

Valles Caldera

National Preserve
We Got It,
Now What Do We Do With Ii?

By Jennifer Johnson
Conservation Committee Chair

On December 13, 2000, President Clinton
anncunced the names of (he people he appointed
to the Baca Ranch Board of Trustees. The Beard
of Trustecs is comprised of nine members: the
Superintendent of Bandeiier National Monument,
the Supervisor of the Santa Fe National Forest,
and seven other members appointed by the Presi-
dent. The Valles Caldera National Preserve leg-
islation spelled cut specific areas of expertise for
each of the seven appointed members of the Board.
However, President Clinton’s appointmenis didn’t
make reference to which position each member
would represent. Five of the appointed members
are from New Mexico, while the other two have
sirong ties o New Mexico. Three of the mem-
bers have ties to the Nature Conservancy, a iaad
preservation group.

The legislation, which resulied in the ac-

squisition ofthe:Vatles Calderaand the BacaRanch, ;5w
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. Informing and cslablishing partnerships with
Lhe pubiic, legislators and groups normally op-
posed 1o environmental activists such as ranch-
ers and poor farmers. The Sierra Club believes
that cconomic factors are a primary concern of
most people and that poveety causes environ-
mental degradation. Enviconmenla justice is
a principle of the Sierra Clul.

3. A proactive stance during the legislative ses-
sion supporting those bills that should have 2
posilive effect on the environment,

‘At the opening of the session the Santa

Fe Group Sierra Club presented its first environ-

mental justice study: Of Land and Culture: Envi-

ronment Justice and Public Lands Ranching in

Northern New Mexico by Emest Atencio, The

Sierra Club and the Quivera Coalition funded the

study. This study concluded that grazing ot pub-

lic lands is not necessarily detrimentat to the cn-
vironment and that the absolute interdiction of
grazing on public Iands would further impoverish

See Legislature on Page 5
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was precedent setting fn that it fafid out a wholly
new means for management of publicly owned
land. Up until now, land management agencies,
such as the Fish and Witdlife Service, the Burcan
of Land Management, and the National Park See-
vice, were responsible for land management un-
der the auspices of a national cabinet, the Depart-

See Yalles Caldera on Page 7

Sandia Mountain:
Agreement In Hand?
By Rex Hackler

Sandia Mountain Albuguerque is domi-
nated by the majesty of the Sasdia Mountain,
which towers over the city Lo its cast. This moun-
tain, known and loved by all who live in its beauly
has become the center of a controversy between
Sandia Pueblo, and a small group of luxury
homeowners in neighborhoods on the mountain's
slope. Sandia Pueblo is asking those who love
the mountain and wish to protect it forever from
development and further desecration to speak out
in favor of the current settlement agreement, which
would protect the rights of the public, the Pucblo,
and the homeowners, whiie still preserving and
protecling the mountain forever.

The Puosition of Sandia Pucblo

Forcenturics, the people of Sandia Pueble
have lived in the shadew of the mountain, The
mountain has served as our church and our spiri-
twal sustenance for handreds of years, The moun-
tain is the highest priority of the people of Sandia
Pueblo, a sacred respensibility ol every genera-
tion. This is ot a question of ownership for the
Pueblo, it is a question of preservation awd pro-
tection of the mountain, and the ability to prac-

See Saudia Mountain on Page §
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Executive Committee

Edward Sullivan, Chair
255-5966 X 106 sully@nmwild.org

Jennifer Johnson, Conservation Chair
263-9183 yomi@nm.net

Laurence Gibson, Secrefary
915 534-7342 lgibson @ulep.edu
Blair Brown, Ceniral Group, Treasurer

265-3231 BBlairs2@aol.com
Barhara Johnson, Council Delegale

466-4535 Lunah3@aol.com
John Buchser

820-0201 jbuchser@earthiink.net
Jim Hannan

988-5760 jhannans05@aol.com

Norma KeCallan

471-0005 nmeealian@mindspring.com
Doty Fraser; Sanfa Fe Group

474.7615 or £62-5204
Fred Hartline; Pajante Group

661-8031 rpharil @fasipaint.com

Ted Mertig; £/ Paso Group

915 852-301% Thierlig@earihlinkael
Margot Wilson; Seuthern Group

744-5860 margolwilsend0@notmail.com
(trere are currenily two vacancies on the ExCem)

Staff

Jennifer tie Garmp, Conservation Organizer
2437767 nmex.figld @pradigy.net
243-7771 fax

202 Centra! SE, Suite 101
Ahuguerque, NM 87102

Sierra Club Structure

The Club has theee structoral levels. The
Natiosal Board of Directors determiues the overall
dizection of the Ciub. ‘The National Organization s
subdivided into Chapters, and each Chapler is fur-
ther divided inio Groups. One representative from
each Chapter reports to the Nationad Board through
the Council of Club Leaders.

The largest part of the Chapter's budget
goes to the the salary and expenses for Jennifer and
a pant-time lobbyist, followed by the printing and
mailing of this Newsletter.

www.riograndesierraclub.org

Pajarite Group, PC. Box 945, Los Alamos, NM 87544

Central NM Group Southern NH Grotp

PO Box 25342 P.0. Box 3705 UFB

Abuquerque, NM B7125-5342 Las Cruces, NM 88003
260-9857 5273421

Santa Fe Group Ef Paso Group

621 Old Samta Fe Trail, #10 PO, Box 9191

Santa Fe, NM 87801 £l Paso, TX 79983
983-2703 915 594-7342

Sierra Club Nationat Seuthwast Reglonal Office
85 Second St., 2nd Floor 516 €, Portland St
San Francisco, CA 94105 Phoanix, AZ 85004
415 977-5500 602 254-9330
FAX: 258-6533

Campaign Chalts
Sand & Gravel Cilf Larsen 466-2128 tlarsen@W.netcomm.com
Sprawl issues  Edward Archulela 620-7452 edarchuleta@aol.com
Susan Marlin 488-5206 rmartind1 @earhfink.net
Water John Buchser 820-0201 jbuchser@earihlink.net

Wilderness Mariin Heinrich 232-7151 mtheinrich@aol.com
Edward Sullivan 255-5966 % 106 sully@nmuild.org

Conservation Issue Chairs

Energy Gall Ryba 955-9578 gniyba@cyhermesa.com
Mititary Issues  Marianne Thaeter §22-3421 marianne.thaeler@sierraclub.erg
WMining Abe Jacobson 672-9579 abe.jacobson@worldnet.atinet

Cliif Larsen 456-2128 clarsen@ix.nelcomm.com
National Parks Couriney While 982-5502 wldwst@1l66.com
Rangelands  Barbara Johnson 466-4935 Lunah3@aol.com
Trade Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@aol.com
Transportation Ken Hughes 474-0550 bifamily @nels.com
Waste Reduction Jay Morrow B77-3137 jmorrow @mercuryHemco.gov
Wildlite Liz Walsh 915 747-5421  EWalsh@utep.edu

Roger Peterson 9B3-7559 rogpete@aol.com

Activism

Fundraising ~ OPEN

Listservers John Buchser g20-0201 jbuchser@earthlink.net
Legal Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish @aol.com
Membership  Ted Mernlig 915 852-3011  Imertig@earihlink.net
Persennel CPEN '

Politicat OPEN
Webmaster Blair Brown 265-3231 BBfairB2@aol.com
Outings
Oufings Norma McCallan 471-0005 nmecallan® mindspring.com
inner City
Outings Ted Merlig 915 B52:3011  tmerlig@earthlinknet. . .. . e

Regional and National Representafives
Southwest Region Conservation Committee [SWRCC)
Ted Mertlg, Jenniler Johnson
Council of Club Leaders Delegate
Barbara Johnson; Norma McCallan (allemate)

Sierran
Editor John Buchser 8200201
293 1. Guadalupe #419, Santa Fe, NM 87501
Advertising OPEN

jbuchser@earthfink.net
{email preferred!l)

All phone numbers area code 505 unless othenwise noted.

The Rio Grande Sierran is published six limes a year by the Rie Grande Chapler of the Sierra Club
as 2 banefit for Sigrra Club members living in New Mexico and Wast Texas.

Make address changas by contacling Membership Services at 445 977-564% or send member
name and number to address.changes@sierraclub.org

Non-mermber subscriptions at §10.00 per year are available. Send checks 1o Blair Brown, Trea-
surer; 22268 Wyoming NE, PMB 272, Alhuquerque, NM 87112, Please allow 8 waeks for procsssing.

The opinions expressed in signed arlicles in the Rio Granda Sierran are the opinions of the writers
and net necessarily those of the Sierra Club. Articles may be freely reprinted for non-profit purposes,
provided that credit is given to the aulher and the Rio Grande Sierran (Piease let us know if you regrint.}
Products and services advertised in the Rio Grande Sierran are not endorsed by the Siera Club.

Contributions are welcome from membars. Email contributions preferred. Send to
jouchser@earthlink.net or mat to John Buchser, 223 N, Guadaulupe #4189, Santa Fe, NM 87501, All
submissions MUST be received by the 10th of the menth prior to publication, (The Rio Grande
Slerran is published in eary January, March, May, July, September, and November.) Photos, arlwork and
poems are aiso welcome. Letlers and arlicles are subject ta abridgament.

Editorial praclicas as developed by the Grand Canyen Chapler and adzpled by the Rio Grande
Chapter will be used in production of the Rio Grande Sierran. Letlers to the editor over 500 words wil be
edited for fenglh or returned 1o the author for edifing. Subrmissions of Rio Granda Chapter members wil
take precedence over other submissions.

Conlent of Group pages are the respensibility of the edilor for that group and any policies that are
in place from the applicable Group.

Contact editor for adverlising policy and rates.

Printed on 100% post-consumer waste newsprint by
Printworid in El Paso.
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Game And Fish
Steps Backwards
On Species Protection
By James Bailey

During a Febroary 15 fearing before the
New Mexico Senate Conservation Committee,
Larry Bell, Director of the New Mexico Depart-
ment of Game and Fish, thwarted effosts to ex-
pand the Department’s authority for managing ali
of our state’s wildfife, including many declining
species, The issucarose duing discussion of Sena-
{or Patrick Lyons’ bitl to amend the authorities of
e State Game Comumission and the Department
of Game and Fish. Senator Lyons wants to allow
the Department to lease habjtat for game species
involved in conflicts with landowness. His bill
establishes & *wildlife parinership program” for
this purpose. It also expands Department author-
ity to accept grants and donations 1o include “ma-
1eriats, cquipment and scrvices” for game and fish
projects.

In o meeting with conservationists, Sena-
tor Lyons had agreed Lo amend his bill by chang-
ing the narrow focus from “game and fish” 1o
awildlife.,” (“Wildlife” would be substituted in
two piaces iu the bill.) This would provide clear
authority for the Department of Game and Fish to
apply for and accept alty Hte, federal or private
funds, grants, mate:ials, equipment, services or
donations from any sousce for wildlife (not just

-~ pamie and fish) programs-and projects. It also

would allow the Department e lease habital
needed for any wildlife, not just game and fish.
The expanded authority would allow the Depast-
ment to participate in management and conserva-
tion of declining nongame species before they be-
come so rare as to requize listing as threalened or
endangered under federal or state law. Examples
of such specics are the swifl fox, biack-tailed prai-
rie dog and Chiricaiva leopard frog. Al are can-
didates for federal listing.

However, during the heating, Senator
Lyons amended his bitl to focus, not upon “wild-
life.” but on “protected wildlife.” Protected wild-
\ife are defined in statutes by a list of game and
sport fish. Cearly, Senalor Lyons was being
coached by Director Beil. I anylhing. this change
narrows (he focus of Depariment of Game and Fish
witdlife conservation activities. 1 urged (he sena-
1ot 1o remove the word “protested” from “pro-
tected wildlife™, stating that New Mexico needed
1o ges “ahead of the curve” in conserving specics
Vefore they require listing as {hreatened or endan-
gered, Bell responded that the change would “take
us too far ahead of the curve.” Afierwards, Beli
sqid that he opposed cxpanded authority to nn-
age and conserve all our wildlife until there was
also expanded funding for this purpose. However,
he had just oppoesed expanded authority to seek
grants or donations for anything other than game
species.

Under Director Larry Bell, the New
Mexico Depaciment of Game and Fish seems hap-
pily mired in the wildlife conservation ethics of
the 1960s.

Efforts to Include
Renewable Energy

in New Mexico’s
Deregulation Plans

By Gail Ryba
Energy Chair

Environmentalists are generally worried
that clectric wtility deregulation wilt puli the plug.
so 1o speak, on environmental protections that
safeguerd ous air and waler, However, eaviton-
mentalists can shape the legislation controlling
deregulation to premote development of renew-
able and sustainable energy production, There arc
two primary renesvable energy policies being con-
sidered in states nround the country, one called a
System Benetits Charge, and a second called a
Renewable Portfolio Standard.

In the NM Electric Utility Restructuring
Act of 1999, provision was made to begin charg-
ing a System Benefits Charge of $0.0003/KWh
starting January 1, 2002, The cxpected $5 il
tion snnually is to be administered by the NM
Environment Department to fund consumer edu-
cation, provide assistance for low-income USETs,
encourage lhe use of rencwable eneegy for local
government and tribes, and provide power 10
underserved rural areas.

However, i an ungualified delay of de-
regulation is passed by the New Mexico Legisla-
ture in their 2001 session, {his important provi-
cion for reneivable energy niay also be delayed.
It is hoped that the deregulation delay bill that
Senator Michael Sanchez {D-Belen) is proposing
wilt allow for the SBC to g0 forward, starting
Januacy 1, 2002. This would allow New Mexico
1o begin laying the groundwork for increased re-
newable energy, priot to the impicmentation of
fult-scale dereguiation. 1f this is not done, there
is a bill (SB 380) that was inreduced by Senator
Leonard Tsosic to preserve the SBC independent
of dereguiation or its delay.

Corrently New Mexico makes no provi-
sion for a Rencwable Porifolio Standard that
would specily what pereentage of electricity pro-
ducticn must come front renewable sougces. Ac-
cording to the Union of Concerned Scientists 10
states have adopted minimum renewable electric-
ity standards, including 2.2% in Texas by 2009,
and 13 in Massachusetts by 2009.

According 1o the U.S. Department of En-
ergy New Mexico has the 121h largest wind re-
source in the U.5., and could produce 25 times
the states annual censumption. Purticulasly inthe
Ensicrn Plains of New Mexico. the wind resource
is strong and can provide clectricity at cost-com-
petitive rates. Qne 660 kW wind turbine has al-
reacdy been instalted near Clovis. and second is
planned.

New Mexico clearly has an abundance of
solar cnergy, and this resource should also be de-
veloped.

New Mexico has 6 power plants that are
older than ihe Clean Air Requirements and so have
been grandfathered. Three of these plants are coal-
fired, and the two jargest. the San Juan {pwned
by Public Service of New Mexice) and the Four
Corners {owned by Asizona Public Service) plants
generate 70% of the eleciricity in New Mexico
and don'1 lave to meel emission limits that new
planis must meet for NOx and SOx. There are no

Bicycle Advocacy

Forsms a Statewide Coalition
By Gail Ryba

In the carly 1990s [ worked with Stefan
Verchinski and other members of a local Sierra
Club transportation subconymiltes o develogp bike
parking and other bike-related ordinances for the
city of Albuguerque. From that network of con-
cerned bicyclists grew another organization, the
Grealer Albuquerque Spokes People, which in De-
cember, 2000, beeame part of a Bicycle Advo-
cacy Cealition of New Mexico, along witls the
Los Alamos County Cycling Coalition, the
Mesilla Valley Bicycle Coalition (Las Cruces),
New Mexico Altemalive Transit in Santa Fe, and
the Silver Spokes Bicyeling Club ia Silver City-

One of the Coalition’s main goals in 2001
is to issue a report card 1o Governor Johnsen on
the performance of the New Mexico State High-
way and Transportation Department (NMSHTD)
with respect to promoting bicycling and other al-
ternative forms of transportatiosn. Since passage
of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Equity
Acl (ISTEA) of 1991 MMSHTD is supposed (o
have been promoting bicycle safety and gener-
ally promulgating a “Share the Road” message,
but their actions in this regard have been mini-
mal, We expect to release this report on Bike-to-
Work Day as part of May Bike Month.

-Ip the2001-Legislowre we are backing f s

bill introduced by Senator Cisco MeSoriey (S8
390) to provide $80,000 10 “promaote bicycling as
a safe, healkthy and fuel efficient alternative Lo
driving, that provides bieycling information for
driver education and thal educates bicyciists and
the genetal public on how to share the road.”

The Coatition is seeking broad slatewide
membezship and would especially like to find in-
terested bicycle advocates in the cities outside of
the Middle Rio Grande Valiey. For more infor-
mation contact Gail Ryba,
gnryba@cybeymesa.cor, 955-9578, or check the
Website of Greater Albuquerque Spokes People
{wwir.abgspokes.org) under lhe “Promoting Bi-
cyeling Campaign.”

SIERRA
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standards for mercury or carbon dioxide emis-
sions, se these pollutants are dumped into cur aiv
with no limits.

Deregutation can benefit clean energy, but
oniy if people et their elected officials know that
tiey expectl clean power generation Lo be pro-
moted by the state.
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor, -

1 read Courtney While's recent article
{November/December) on grass banking with
great interest. Public land fivestock ranching is
one of the two most pressing economic and eco-
logical problem facing the Southwest and 1 wel-
came the variety of effosls being made by people
like Couriney, Bill DeBuys, John Horzing and oth-
ers to address the problem.

T have two questions for grass bank ad-
vacates and {he rest of us to contemplate, First,
siven that most arcas of the Southwest have been
grazed heavily, often overgrazed. since aboul
1880, does resting an arca (an allotment) for two
or three years really provide enough rest and re-
covery 10 make any real difference for the area’s
ecological health?

[ sense {hat & two or three year rest for an
area of desert or forest jand is pretty insignificant
and can only allow some grass recovery. If the
BLM or Forest Service managers ace going Lo do
preseribed five or brush removal on a grazed arca
while the cows are vacationing on a grass bank,
are these management aclions being done solely
to restore 1he grazing potential of the area or Lo
lieip restore the watershed and biclogical diver-
sity of the area, including ils ability 1o support
vare plants and large predators? Prescribed fire is
generally good in the Southwest, but when com-
bined with continued grazing it does not mimic
natural fice,

1n the Rio Grande watershed, we contiue
t0 devote vast amounts of waler to raising cattle
and their feed. A majority of Rie Grande water
goes 1o irrigate cattle feed and huge amousts of
mountain runofl has vanished oves (he fast con-
tery because of overgrazed watessheds. In a real

I
Rgcks, Rivers and Bones

way, the Rio Grande runs low today because we
are raising feed for cows and beeause public land
ranching has so diminished walershed output.
Since agriculture, including ranching. contribules
so little to our cconomy and employment in New
Mexico and since the water shortages it causes
are impacting cur active economy, we might start
te wonder il grass banking und other improve-
ments on the margins of the obselete ranching
cconemy geally are deing much for people or for
wild nature at all.

Tom Ribe

Santa Fe

Dear Editor,

However nice it may soundl, the need for
grass banks for ranciers wlio operale on our pub-
tic lands only proves two things. 1) Their allot-
ments are overstocked with cattle and can’t sus-
1ain that aumber ecologicatly. and 2) Ranching is
not an economically viable business even with the
bargain basement subsidized rate of $1.35 per
month per cow/ealf unit. When a cancher buys a
base (private) preperty and gets a permit for the
privelege ol using a public land grazing allotment
adjacent to i, a very specific number of catle (per-
mitted number) are allowed to use that very spe-
cific picce of public land {the allotment), The pet-
mitted number on an allotment is a highly inflated
number, which has more ta do with bank loans
than ecological sustaitability, and space doesn’t
allow more discussion of that issue here - {al-
though it deserves much atteation to0). The num-
ber of cattle vsing the sllotmesnt at any moment
(actual use numbers) is supposed to be a number
that will not impair the productivity of the land
throughout time. If natuzal fire has not been able
to carry because of overgrazing. or if the grass-

=

New Mexico Natural
History Seminars

May 5th and 6th

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Stay Connected
With The Latest Information

The Sierra Club maintains many au-
tomated e-mail mailing lists, called lisl serv-
ers. In our chapter, we bave just moved our
lists onto the the National Club’s hardware,
after many years of using New Mexico
Technet’s free resources (thanks!) for this
purpose.

Two different kinds of lists are being
maintained by our chapter. One is open lo
everyone 1o post ilems of enviroamental in-
terest - meetings, hearings, news items. This
listused to be called sierranews, it is now RIG-
ISSUES.

The other kind of Hst has a lower vol-
ume, tor those who don’t wasit to get (oo imuch
g-mail. [t can enly be used by specific chap-
ter leaders. Each group has its owa list,

Ses the back page of this issue for in-
structions or: how o sign up.

land ccosystem is being refpaced by pinjon and
juniper trees because of lack of fires, then there
are too many head on the allotment ard numbers
should be permanently reduced, That's the whole
coneept of “sestained yield” one of the Forest
Service's management guidelines. While some of
us struggie to get current law's enforced and any
kind of horest management from the forest ser-

vice as il the public mattered. other win!w_in Ceon-

scisus” grolps condinte to prop up an mdustry
that never should have been in the arid west.

Michael Sanber

Silver City

Attention,
epublican
Environmentalists:

You are not alone!

To Register or Request a Brochure:
{505) 4744711 + nmrocks@earthlink.net

Stud
Fulbright Fellow and Ph.D.

The national grassroots organization ol
Republicans for Envirenmental Prolection
www.repanerien.org

leader Kirt Kempter is a
eologist, and has

led educational tours for the past 7 years.
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Legislative Report

Legislature from Page |

the poor rural Hispanic communities of Nosthem

New Mexico. The study reccived very faverabie

notice in the press and strengihencd the Ciub’s

credibility,

‘The opening of the legislature saw a
change of the Democratic leadership of both
houses: Representative Ben Lujan replaced Rep-
resentative Sanchez as Speaker of the House and
Senator Richard Romero replaced Senator Manny
Aragon as President of the Senae, the former an-
ticipated, the latter a divisive surprisc.

A farge number of bills that could affect
the environment were intreduced in both houses,
in fact roughly 100 of over 1800 bills,

The Club Lobbyist Doug Fraser, along
with outreach coordinator Paul Paryski, have
waorked closcly with the legislators, bave testified
before numerous hearings and have maintained a
bill watchlist in collaboration with 1he other envi-
ronmental lobbyists and PV(Q’s. A sirategy ses-
sion is held every Friday by these groups Lo coor-
dinate their and our efforts,

Of these many bills, the following re-
ceived the Club’s particular attention:

» House Bill 681, introduced by Representative
Roger Madalera, with the assistance of the
State Land Office and the Sierra Club, requir-
ing sand and gravel mines to be registered and
that the mining company be requited to restore

...the landscape afier mining cegses, .Sand and .

aravel pils scar the New Mexico landscape and
cause extensive erosion, This bill was (unfor-
tunately) tabled after requests from both the
House Encrgy and Natural Resources Commit-
tee, where the gravel industry requested addi-
tional study. A House memorial is being pre-
pared to establish an intecim committee for this
purpose. Hopefully a new and betier bill will
be passed in the nexi scssion,

+ Senate Bili 1, introduced by Senators Aragon
and Jennings, which would allow intrusion by
local state authotities on Federal Forests and
Iogging therein. The bill fghtly points out the
wildfire problems caused by over grown for-
ests and mismanagement bul would undermine
the framework of both state and federal laws
designed throughout the years 1o protect for-
ests, The Club opposed the bill on these
grounds, its unconstitutionality and the lack of
appropriations to reaily address the problems
of wildfires and watershed management, Lob-
byist Doug Fraser's intervention in a commit-
tee heasing was quoted in the February 13, 2001
New Mexican editorial asking the Inwmakers
10 heed the Sierra Club's advice.

» House Bill 241, introduced by Representatives
Gubbels and Knauer, which would protect in-
dividuals and groups from lawsuits by large
companics, lawsuits whose only objectiveis to
impinge the legal right of individuals and
groups to express their views to their elected
officials and participate in the process of gov-

emment, The Club vigorously supports this -

bill;

« House Bill 77, introduced by Representalive
Taylor, which would greatly diminish the abil-
ity of County Commissions to regutate and
control subdivisions thus encouraging sprawl.
The Club opposes this bill. Senator Feidman
has proposed a more acceptable bill;

+ A large number of water bills, some good some
bad, including Senate Bill 730 which would to-
tally resiructurce the management of water tn-
der the Enviconmental Department.

+ House Bill 282, introduced by Representative
Begaye, which: protects amphibians and rep-
tiles. ‘The Club supports this bill;

» House Bill 445, introduced by Representative
Gubbels, which gives the State Engineer’s Of-
fice preater powers lo enforce water Jaws and
regulations. The Club supports this bill;

« Senate Bill 18, introduced by Senator Feldman,
which provides fiscal measures 10 encourage
ihe use of alternate fuel vebicles and require
the State to purchase these vehicles for their
Meets. The Club supports this bill

The second half of {hie session should see
mucl: fighting in both hearings, and particularly
on ihe House and Scuate Floors. Governor
Jolusson's veto power may once again prove lo be
a difficult hurdie.

We would particularly jike to thank Senn-
tors Cisneros, Feldman, McSorley, and Robinson
and Representatives Gubbels, Knauer, Madelena,
Mariinez, Picraux, and Stewart for their collabo-
ration.

We appreciate your comuments and hope
(hat members will contact their legislators {0 ex-
press their views on environmental issues, A bill
watchlist is available upon request; contacl Doug
Fraser.at fraser@thuntek.net or Paul Paryski at
pparyski@AOl..com.

Doug Fraser and Paul Pagyski

20TH CENTURY UNLIMITED

Three more great concerts of the
2000-2001 SEASON

INFORMATION:

P.0. Box 2631, Santa Fe, NM 87504-2631
Phone: (505) 820-6401
Website: www.20thcenturyunlfimited.org g
| TICKETS: Nicholas Potter Books, 211 E, Palace Ave.f

ALL TICKETS ARE ONLY $5.

Chapter Meetings
March 17 & 18

On March §7 from 9am to 3pm, the Rio
Graude Chapler Conservation Commitiee will
meet at Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge. On
March 17 and 18, following the Conservation
meeting, the Executive Commitice will meet. All
meelings are open to members. We encourage
your involvement!

Housing is available al only $i0/day. For
reservations, please contact Jennifer Johnson at
2899183, or yomi@nm.net -

The summer meetings wilt be held at
Cottonwood Guich, courtesy of host Martin
Heinrich, This witl occur June 9 and 10.

March 17, 2001
May 12, 2001
June 23, 2001

Fax: (505) 995-0941
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Basque from Page 1

On the other hand, some species of binds, such as
the endangered Southwestern Willow Flycatcher
will nest in tamarisk, and bees enjoy the copious
flowers (and therefore so do beekespers). However,
optimal native biodiversity requires cottonwood.

Like coltonwood, tamarisk can germiiate
on wet riverbanks, coming up as dense as a newly
seeded lawn, and can also spread through root
sprouts at alarming rates. Add o this the fact that
tamarisk has tolerance to drought and saline soils,
and very few insects seem Lo impact it. In many
ways, tnmarisk is a super-invader that is a serious
problem not only here in the southwest, but also
in Australia, Egypt, and Israel, where some tana-
risk species are native,

And so in its list of offenses, is lamarisk
also *beating up on’ our native coltenwood? It
has generally been said that the problem along the
Rio Grande is that tamarisk out-competes cotion-
wood, and certainly cottonwoed sceds aren's able
to grow in the salty darkness beneath tamarisk. Jf
this was the whole story, though, the future would
be very dim indeed for cottonwood. Even if we
created condisions good for coltonwood establish-
ment, even if the river was reverted to it's former
wildness, there would e no hope, However, re-
segarchers throughout the southwest have been
studying this problem and have news that may
even be cause for oplimism.

One of the biggest surpgises: cottonwood
can ‘beat up on” famarisk! Recently published in
Conscrvation Biology is our research showing that
when both tamarisk and coltonwood are planted,
atthe same time, cottonwood scedfings grow tafier
faster than tamarisk and can suppress the growth
of neighboring tamarisk scedlings by up Lo 75%.
On the other hand, tamarisk, even when growing
at a density of hundreds per square fool, scems o
have little to no effect on the growth or survival
of cotionwood! As yet unpublished findings sug-
gest that this is true across a range of soil types.
Wiat this means is that when we are able to pro-
vide conditions that allow cottonwood to germi-
nate - i.e. flooding and bare seil - seedlings should
be able to establish, even if there are tarearisk also
trying to get a foot-hold there.

At the Bosgue del Apache Wildlife Ref-
uge, biclogist John Taylor headed a project that
simutated the effects of historical flooding with
impressive results; hundreds of coltonwood trees
established on their own (i.e. without planting)
and are still growing strong years later, even
though she trees were surrounded by thousands
of tamarisk seedlings initially. There were no ef-
forts 1o remove the tamarisk seedlings - the eco-
system took care of them on its own. Comtbined
witly its strong competitive ability, cottomvood is
alse much better able to withstand flooding than
tamarisk dacing theix first year — flooding is the
champion again. Another project canducted at
Bosque del Apache with researchers from UNM
revealed that floeding has important effects on
many levels aof the ecosystem, including micrebial
activity, soil nutrients, and forest productivity.

Al of these resulls support what we
rave seen in many other habitats around the
world: repair the health of the ecosyslem by
restoring disturbance, and the symptoms of
dysfunction will often take care of themselves.
In this case, allow the river to behave the way
the native species adapted fo it, and a whele
cascade of benefits should follow. Many eco-
systems’ species beneflit from regular distur-

hance; fire in prairies, grazing in sovannas, and
tree-falls in forests all can lead te increased
biediversity and a decrease in invasions. Ei-
ther increasing disturbance (e.g, clear-cutting
or overgrazing) or decreasing it (e.g. reducing
flooding) can lead teo ecelogical disaster.

So shall we bomb the dams? Cleatty itis
unrealistic, considering current humas needs, to
1ip out all of the dams and jetties. The days of the
wild and raging civer that could rig out groves of
trees to make room for new are long gone for the
Middle Rio Grande. But that’s where technology
can play a part; although labor intensive, many
management groups are puiting resources into
removing tamarisk to allow for the return of the
coltonwood bosque. Biological contol alse looks
promising; insects have been found that preferen-
lially eat tamarisk and therefore could be used to
reduce tamarisk numbers. Critical, bowever, is
managing the river in such a way that coltenwood
and other nalive specics can benefit from the new
space provided by removing tamarisk. Flooding
must be restored Lo some degree.

Good news again: especially in the last
Mive years there has been sericus and dedicated
cooperation between sniversity researchers, US
Army Corps of Engincers, Bureau of Reclama-
tion, Middie Rio Grande Conservascy District, US
Fish and Wildlife, and other ageacies to find ways
{0 balance human needs with an ecosystem-
friendly management of the river. In fact, the US
Asmy Corps of Engincers, which centrols much
of the river’s current activily through dam refeases,
has ‘zcosysiem restoration’ as & part of its civil
works mission.

Cooperation is essential; not only between

agencies, but with landowsers as well. Currently,
there is active dialogue to keep development out
of the 100-year floodplain, This protects their in-
vestment as well as aflowing a dam-release pro-
gram to simulate historical flooding paticens. Alse
necessary for flooding is the re-buitding of the
San Marcial railroad bridge, which is currently
tao low to aliew high fows. The Corps has iden-
tified (his probiem, but will require a additional
agency or organizalion to assist in the fnancing.

Perhaps the most exciting. recent coop-
crative effort is the Middle Rio Grande Endan-
gered Species Act Collaboration Program, (o be
signed this spring. This extensive project involves
multipie parties, including state and federal agen-
cies, in the prolection and restoration of habitat
for threatencd species, including the Silver Min-
now and the Southwestern-Willow Flycatcher.
While protection of ‘flagship species’ suchas lhese
can also mean protection of other animals and
piants, we must also be awate that species-cen-
tered projects are exactly that and may not benefit
ali potential species in need. For example, an area
cannot be eleared of tamarisk if the flycatcher is nest-
ing there- never mind that the original willow that
the fiycatcher could nest in might be restored.

And yet, even though there are a myriad
of reasons why we wifl probably never be fully
ri¢ of lamarisk, we should not be disheartened.
Juliet Stromberg of Arizona State University has
shown with over-bank flooding, mixed stands of
lamarisk with cottenwoed and other native spe-
cies are possible, and these mixed stands can even
function well ecologically.

The moral seems to be this: cur bosque
has been in trouble, but if current (rends to under-
stand and protect it continue, we may succeed in
preserving and restoring some of its original biod:-
versity. ‘This is cautious optimism; balancing hu-

man and ecosystem: needs invoives many diffi-
cult and complex issues; many more, even, than
are touched upon here. Akey is flooding, but many
other changes maist be made in conjunction with
any alterasiors in the way the Rio Grande rons.
However, as awareness grows that we humans also
have a need for a healthy bosque (i.e. ccosysiem
needs and human needs are not such separate is-
sues), there is increased kikelihood that the neces-
sary changes will be made. There is hope.

D Anna Sher is currently temporary faculty
at the University of New Mexico, where she also con-
ducted her dissertation reseqrch on tamarisk. She wishes
to acknowledge Mark Harborg of the US Ay Corps of
Engineers aud Jokn Tavior of the US Fish and Wildiife for
conteibuting information for this urtivie.

Dr: Sher wiote this apiicic at the request of
the editors of the Albuguerque Tribune. An eidtied
version appeared in the February 17 issne of the Tri-
bune. Further information about Anna’s work can ba
Jound at herwelnvite, wnanna.sher.com
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Valles Calderq Jrom Page 1
ment of Interior. The Forest Service is under a
different national cabinet, the Department of Ag-
ricultere, The Valles Caldera National Preserve
has added to this bureaucracy a Board of Trust-
ees, two of whose members represent two differ.
ent nattonal cabinet.

Ultimately, the agency that has been
granted the greatest power is the Forest Service,
since they were responsible for initial manage-
ment of the land until the Board of Trustees was
appointed and capable of management. The leg-
isiation also specifies that the Forest Service will
supply personnel to handle many of e caretaker
duties, for which the Baca Rancls will seimburse
it. Since the passage of the legislation, Buck
Sanchez of the Jemez Ranger District, in Jemez
Springs, has undertaken much of the intial work
concering the Ranch, The Forest Service has
plans to detail an employee to the board until the
board hires an execeutive director.

The Board of Trustces had a non-public
orientation meeting in Santa Fe, in January. At
that meeting the Forest Service invited various
agencies o speak on the resources of the Ranch
and presumably about land management. Since
then, the Board has keld several public meetings,
the first of which was poorly publicized, But, they
have numerous other public meetings planned in
cemmunities surrounding the Jemez Mountains.
Two of the meetings will be regular Board of

- Trustee meelings at which they will handle busi-

ness, The others wilf be listening sessions at which
ity indrmlsecs and e’

managenient of the Valles Caldera Nationai Pre-

serve,

The schedule anuounced includes:
March 8, 6 PM-9 PM (listening session). Col-

lege of Santa Fe on St Michael's Dr., in “The
Forum®,

March Y, 1 PM-5 PM {Board meeting) and § PM-
9 PM (listening session). Los Alamos, in Fuller
Lodge.

March 10, | PM-4 PM (listening session). Ghost
Ranch north of Abiguin between miles post 224
and 225 on US Hwy 84 (the Chanmia Hiwy), in
the Social Center.

The first few meetings, because they were
poorly announced, had small attendance, The
meeling on February 13, however, had better at-
tendance and showed the Board to have strong
environmental sensibilities, A summary of seme
of the issues the board addressed follows.

The Board agreed with the Valles Caldera
Coalition, of which the Rio Grande Chapler is a
member, that before any activitics are planned for
the Ranch, a thorough program for inventorying
and monitoring of the soils, water, vegetation,
wildlife, and visuat qualities must be set ug. The
Board voted to ask Craig Allen, an ecologist with
the US Biological Survey and bascd at Bandelier
NM, 1o put together a team of scientists to do the
inventorying. This will give the Beard informa-
tion on aad condition of the natural resources. The
State has offered to do surface water quality
baseline studies.

The Board also, wisely, turned down a
proposal by the New Mexico Department of Game
and Fish to hold an elk hunt this fall on he Pre-
serve. This proposal would liave set a precedent
for how special interest groups could and would
lobby for their desired activity.

This summer a staff of archacologists will

; csted public:wiil:
be avle to voice their opinions and concerns about

Land Management, Boundary Changes, And You

By Jennifer Johnson
Conservation Committee Chair

Located in the Jemez Mountains, the
Bandelier watershed lics on an easterly sloping
platcau and comprises nearly 49,200 acres, Iis
western boundary is Cochiti Canyon and its east-
em boundary is the Rio Grande River. Most of
the land management in the watershed is split be-
lween two government agencies. The National
Park Service manages (e farger, lower clevation,
eastern portion— nearly 32,070 acres. The USDA,
Forest Service manages (he smaller, higher cleva-
tion, western porlion— approximatcly 16,200
acres. Until recently, a small portion, 930 acres,
was in private ownership.

I 1998, in the “Bandelier National Monu-
ment Watershed Protection Act”, PL 105-376,
Congress modified the Monument's boundmies by
adding ta it the privately owned parcels of land—
the Elk Meadows subdivision, the Gardner par-
cel, the Clark parcel, and Baca Land & Cattie Co.
tands. These privately owned parcels comprised
the headwatcrs of Alamo Canyon and presented a
grave threat to the integrity and management of
the lowest portions of Alamo Canyon located in
Bandclicr National Monument. Most of the pri-
vaie lands have been purchased, including the Elk
Meadows subdivision in 1999 and the Baca Ranch
and Vailes Caldera last year, The Valles Caldera
legistation, PL [06-248, anthorized minor correc-
tions in the originally authorized boundary be-
twesn the-upper Alamo watershed and Vailes
Caldera which is reported to change about 30
acres.

The finai maps of the Valles Catdera Ma-
tional Preserve and Bandelier National Monument
are supposed to be made available for pubtic in-
spection at the Santa Fe National Forest
Supervisor's office in Saata Fe, and also at the

survey for archeologicul sites along the roads that
the Beard proposes to keep open, The Valles
Caldera Preserve has a very high density of roads
left over from logging in the past decades and the
Board is interested in whether many of these might
be closed.

The president of a Santa Fe jeep club ad-
vocated against road closures and asked that trails
in the reserve be open o ATVs and jeeps. He of-
fered to help the Board invenlory roads, and sug-
gested the Board could earr money by opening
the Preserve (o jeep ralfies. Two fishing guides
advocated for stream restoration and a catch and
release fishing pregram which could monetarity
benelit the Trusi.

We have (he opportunity to steer the Board
of Trustees into an environmentally sound and eco-
logicaily sustainable management program for the
Preserve. But there will be many who will be
pushing the Board to maximize resource use, for
their own pleasure but couched in monetary terms,
which would be detrimental 1o the environment,
This could be most detcimental (e the wildlife of
the Valles Caldera, They have been protected dus-
ing the last centary from the increasing human
poputation and its spread into every other remote
region of this small nountain range.

It is vitally important that members of the
environmental community attend future meetings
and listening sessions and voice their desire for
wise management of the naturai resources of this
precious fand,

Bandelier Naticnal Monument Superintendent's
office at Bandelicr.

The Valles Caldera legislation lurther re-
quires the Forest Service, in cooperation with the
Park Service, 1o prepare and submit a report to
the Committees of Congress concerning alterna-
tives which may provide coordinated [and man-
agementi of the ugper watersheds of Alamo,
Capulin, Medio, and Sanchez Canyons, whick
includes the Dome Wilderness. This report should
elso include altematives which may aliow for im-
proved management of elk and other wildlife
populations that range between the Forest and the
Monument. The report should also include pro-
posed boundary adjustments between the Forest
and the Monument to facilitate these oijectives.

The report has been completed and sub-
mitted to Congress but contained only the Secre-
lary of Agriculture, Dan Glickman's, signature.
During the negotiations the agencies were not able
Lo agree on the report and ir the end the Park Ser-
vice did not sign it. On January 19, 2000 the For-
est Service quictly released the report to the pub-
lic. This is understandabie, because instead of
making any significant recommendations that
would alleviste threats o the downstream portions
managed by the Monument, the zeport basically
proposes maintaining the status quo,

The report’s Preferred Alternative calls
for a Memorandun: of Understanding establish-
ing cooperative management of the arca. History
suggests that this is an ustenable situstion, The
two agencies have very different missions, phi-
losophies, and Jevels of interest in the Dome wa-
tershed area. Over the past several decades the
lands managed by the Forest Service have expe-
rienced several large timber sales. Carcless over-
sight of these sales resulted in damage to archeo-
logical resources and watessheds, Thougl post
timber sale reguirements call for numercus road
closures, mauy road closures have been inelfec-
live, and many of the old roads continuc 1o be
used, In 1996, carcless campers on the Forest
Service's lands staried the Dome Wildfire, The
timber sales, uncentrolled public use, and the
wildlire have resulted in major eroston of the
lower canyon arcas and much damage to archeo-
logical and natural resources in the entire water-
shed.

In the [ast few decades, Congsess has
passed many pieces of legislation specifically
aimed at easing management of walersheds by
placing lands within a watershed solely under the
management of one agency. Bandelier National
Monument was helped by two of the Acts, one o
protect Alamo Canyon, the other {o protect Frijoles
Canyon. In the recent Valles Caldera acquisition,
ihe Baca lands within Santa Clara Canyon were
set aside for purchase by Santa Clara Puebio.

The Memorandum of Understanding has
yetio be wrilten, but meanwhile the Congressional
Committees will be studying the report. Notify
your members of Congress and let them know that
the best environmentat managemest for 1his area
would be to transfer the wesiern portion of the
Dome watershed from the Forest Service ta
Bandelier National Monument.

For more information contact Dennis
Vasquez, Superintendent, Bardelier National
Monument at 672-3861, or Denise McCaig, U.S.
Forest Service, Southwestern Region, al 842-
3234,
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Sandia Mowntain from Page I

tice religious and culture traditions unrestzicled
by government edict.

The position of the Sandia Pueblo is there
should never be development of the mountain,
This has remained unchanged for centuries. The
mountain is sacred and must be preserved and
protected. The people of the Pucblo need the
mountain for religious and cultugal uses. But cur-
rently, our access Lo gather from the mountain for
these traditional cultural practices is held by per-
mit and permission of the United States govern-
ment. This is not right. The people of Sandia
Pueblo respectfully believe they shouid be al-
lowed unrestricted access to the mountain for tra-
ditional and culiural uses, and that this mountair
should never be developed further for commes-
cial reasons.

The Settlement Agreement

Sandia Pucblo kas won twice in the Fed-
exal Court Systemn on their Mountain Claim. Each
time, the court retanded the case back to the
Department of the Interior for a resurvey Lo place
the easters boundary of the Pucblo at the crest of
the mountain, In an epinios released in Janvary
of 2001, the Department of the Interior after care-
fully looking at the historical record recognized
the Pucblo’s eastern boundary at the crest of the
inountain, The Leshy opinion withholds a ncw
survey until the end of the 107th Coengress in ac-
cordance with the settlement agreement. This
opinion, carefully written and evaluating the long
historical record of the case, vindicates the
Pucblo’s position that the meuntain was illegally
taken from the Pueblo as the resuit of an crrant
survey by incompetent surveyors prior te the ad-
mipistration of Abraham Lincoln., The Pueblo
believes if this case continues to follow the most
litigious roule, which they will eventually win,
but they are conmmilted to a Selifement Agreement
reached between the United States, Sandia Pucblo
and the Szndia Peak Tram Company in the spring
of 2000. From the Pucblo’s pesspective; the sctile-
ment agreement represents a difficult compro-
mise. The setiement favors protecting the moun-
tain from future development and gaining unob-
stracted access for religious and cultural purposes
by compromising the claim for Indian reserva-
tion trust status and complete control of the area
by the Pueblo. Changing federal policy, economic
and political expediency places the mountain at
tisk. The setiiement also provides for the area to
be designated ag the T'uf Shur Bien Prescrvation
Trust area. The name provides the Pucblo with a
sense of ownership and cases the injustice to the
Pucblo,

The setilement agreement provides ben-
cfits to private property owners, the public and
the national forest service, which are not avail-
able without the settlement, The primary road into
the national Forest is without legitimate right-of-
way; the settlement provides a permanent right-
of-way. Roads and utility corridor rights-of-way
and easements through Pueble trust land and into
the private property are of limited duration; the
settlement provides permanent rights-of-way and
casements, Forest trails in trespass or needing
casement though Pueblo trust and fee lands are
seitled. All of the Pueblo’s claims to the contested
arca are permancntly extinguished by the settie-
ment and the area wili remain snder the manage-

ment of the forest service. The settlement agree-

Open Space Program For Santa Fe County

By Susan Martin

In 1998, Santa Fe County voters passed a
$12 Mitlion general tbligation bond for the first
time o acquire lurge tracts of land for conserva-
tion and recreation. This achievement was duc o
the efforts of many including Javier Gonzales, then
chair of the Santa Fe Counly Commission, and
commiunity organizations such as the Trust for
Public Lands and (000 Friends of New Mexico.
With the passage of the bond the Board of County
Commissioners established and appointed a per-
manent citizens committee (COLTPAC) that pro-
vides recommendations to the Beard on priority
projecis for acquisition.

Since then, counly volers supported an-

other bond in the amount of $8 Million. In addi-
tion 1o outright puschase of real estate for open
space, the language in that proposal allows the
county te use bend monies to acquize easements
for land use and preservasion, The county will use
a variety of voluntary metheds to protect land as
openspace. These include conservation casements,
donations, purchase with leasebacks, and transfer
of development rights. ’
YVoluntary donations of land or easements to the
counly open space program are encouraged! Ed-
ward Archuleta, director of 1000 Friends of New
Mexico, a Sierra Club member, and a member of
COLTPAC, provided an outslanding example with
his donation of a parcel te the city of Santa Fe for
its river trail.

County staff combined mapped sesource
information to identify Resource Protection Areas
whicly are extremely important for their cultural

ment wiil require legislation te take effect. With-
out legislation all of the compromise and the ben-
clits arising from the settlement will acver be real-
ized.

What You Can Do

Opponenis of the scltlement agreement aze
now altempiing to influence Secretary of Interior
Morton, to withdraw the Leshy opinion, and to slow
ar stop any movement on the Settiement Agree-
ment. Fhis can only lead to further fitigation, and
{furlker acrimony between neighbors. We encour-
age the members of the Sierra Club, and all those
who love the mountain to write or call Senator
Domenici, Senator Bingaman, Represeatative Wil-
son, Representative Skeen, and Representative
Udalf and telt them that yois support the Settle-
ment agreerment as 2 way o put this controversy
to rest while protecting the rights of all invelved:
the public, the Pueblo, and the homeewners,

For Further Information

To find out more about the Setilement
Agreement, the Managemeat Plan and other de-
tails, please go to Sandia Puebio’s website at
www.sandiapueblo.nsn.us Here you can read the
entire text of the agreement and management plan.
Sandia Pueblo also is willing to speak with those
who are interested in protecting and preserving the
mountain forever. Please call Frank Chaves at 867-
3347 fox fursher information.

and natural resource values., Those arcas are La
Cienega, Two-Mile Reservoir, and La Puebla.
RPA are also arcas where mulliple resources ex-
ist. They inciude archaeclogicai sites, rivers,
streams and wellands, agricultural areas and
grasslands. Those areas are: northern valieys' ag-
ricultuzal arcas, wetlands and streams, including
the Santa Cruz and Pojoague Rivers; the Tesuque
River; Western county grasslands and cultural-
historic districts between La Cienega and Los
Cerzillos; La Cienega Creek and the lower Santa
Fe River; Galisleo basin and river area and San
Cristobal and San Marcol Creeks; and the Los
Cerrillos/Madrid area and historic mining district.
Ancther COLTPAC goal is to provide commu-
nity buffers and proteet the traditional hinterland
of communities. Buffers are delineated for the
foilowing communities: La Puebia; Cundiyo;
Tesuque; La Cienega; Lamy; Gatlisteo; Los
Cerrillos; Madrid; and Golden.

The COLTPAC program is still young.
Properties purchased with the first bond funding
are now in need of management plans and staff-
ing to preserve and protect the characleristics that
initially made theimn attractive for inclusion in the
program. County stafl assigned 1o the progzam
is in need of assistance to carry out the multiple
demands of the program, the public, he Board
of Couty Commissioners awd COLTPAC.

In the coming monilis, the Santa Fe

- -Group~will sponsor a presentation by COLTPACwwmmme

staff 1o highlight the features of properties pur-
chased with monies in the first $12 Millios bond.

Percentage of dollars
saved by replacing an incandes-
cent lightbulb with a compact
fluorescent.

Percentage by which
energy consumption in
developing nations is expected
to grow by 2010.
Percentage oftotal
paper used in Germany that
goes towards packaging.
Percentage by which
one can reduce pollution from
an older car by keeping it well
tuned.

Percentage by which
fish species in Canadian lakes
have declined due to acid rain.
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Coalition for
New Mexico Wilderness

by Jim O’ Donnell

The Coalition for New Mexico Wil
derness is an erganization of organizations and
businesses that have come together to push
for more Wilderness desigaation in New
Mexico. The Coalition now kas 52 members!

The second meeting of the Coalition
for New Mexico Wilderness taok place Janu-
ary 19th, 2001 at the Sevilleta National Wild-
life Refige near Socorro,

In attendance were: Edward Sullivan
(NMWA), Jim O’ Donnell {(Coalition Coordi-
nator), Garrick Delzell (NMWA), Martin
Heinrich (Cottonwood Guleh, CNMW Board,
NMWA Board), Sivbhan Asgharzadeh (UNM
PIRG), Randy Rasmussen {National Parks
Conservation Association), Sara Scolt (The
Wilderness Society), Bob Howard (NMWA
Boaed), Jennifer de Garmo (Sierra Club),
Dave Simon (National Parks Conservation
Associatien), Pam Eaton (The Wilderness So-
ciety, CNMW Board), Melyssa Watson (Wik-
derness Support Center), Jim Scavantino {New
Mexico Republicans for Environmental Pro-
tection).

Dr. Bob Parmenter, the Director of the

UNM Field Statfon at Sevilleta opened-the -

meeting with a hatf-hour presentation on the
histoty of the Sevilleta, A half-hour @ and A
foltowed. The actual meeting began with Bob
Howard. He gave a brief introduction ard
history on the wilderness movement in New
Mexico and a little background on the path
the current Coalition took 1o come together.
Next, we dealt with the issue of how we can
all work together to better facilitate the par-
ticipation of member organizations, The Coa-
lition was formed on the basis of that every
member whe chose to participate in the run-
ning of the Coalition would have that oppor-
anity. ¥rom this discussion, the members
present voted that: “Those members of the
Coalition present at a given meeting will be
extended voling rights at the beginning of each
meeting for that particular meeting.. The
Board, in pursuance with New Mexica law,
retains ultimate voting rights. All members
of any particutar organization that is present
at the meeting will be allowed to enter into
the dialogue. However, only one vote wikf be
allowed per member organization.” We de-
cided that the election of Board officers and
the election to fill the one vacant Board seat
would happen at a fulure meeting. Organiza-
tions that want to be on the Board should be
the ones that are wholly commitied to the
Wilderness campaign. In order for the Coali-
tion to accomplish its goal of Wildemess pro-
tection there is a lot of other things this orga-
nization needs.to take care of prior 10 taking
off on its own and come up with a Witderness
Bill today. We have a lot of growing to do -
who and what do we want to be and how do

Third Annual New Mexico Wilderness Workshop

May 19 - 20, 2001
Washington Ranch
Carlsbad, New Mexico

Mark you calendars! The Third Annuoal
New Mexico Wildemess Workshop is not te be
missed!

New Mexico's Wilderness Advocates will
gather at the Jovely Washington Ranch located 28§
miles south of Carlsbad, New Mexico May 19-
20, 2001, For any of you that attended last year's
workshop you know how fur and informative this
can be.

Learn more about the deticate
Chibuahuan Desert ecology, the threats it faces
and what you, as a lover of wild.places, ean do 1o
protect these places from destruction. We will also
discuss the Cabezon aren of north central New
Mexico and how you can use the Wilderness Act

we want (o expend our resources? We need

to both strengthen and broaden the organiza-
tion. Adding organizations to the list should
be secondary to developing the current meni-
bers and building a good, solid foundation for
the Coalition. It was agreed {hat what the
Coalition needs to have a stralegic planning
session at the next meeting. There was also a
discussion concerning the everyday nunning
of the Coalition. Where and how would we
get the resources to develop and run the Coa-
lition? To become a truly independent orga-

as atool to penmanently protect these wild places.
If you are a Wilderness advocate, this is the place
you want to be!

Bird watching trips, an overnight back-
pack and maybe even some bat watching are
planaied.

There will be a registyation fee (fo be de-
termined) that will inchude menls and lodging and
casis of the workshop,

NMWA is trying 10 organize a car pool
so that members from all parts of the state wili
have en casier time attending the workshop. If
Yyou are willing to drive a number of people from
your area OR if you are willing to join in on a car
pool, please call Fim ASAP so that we can start
gelling people togethes. :

Please join us May 19-20 in the
Chihisalwar Desert!

nization the Coalition needs to wean itself

feom NMWA and either do its own fundeaising
or gain contributions fram members organi-
zations. A subcomimittee was formed to be-
gin to figure this out.

The next meeting of the Coafition will
be hefd March 12th, 2001 in Albuquerque.
The meeting will begin at 10:00am. Loca-
tion to be announced. I encourage all mem-
bers 1o attend. Please contact Jim O'Donnell
at 843-8696 for more information.

oo v o e e om o e o ke e o o o o e e e e
I Join the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance!
1

It's easy!!

1) Fill eut the form below 2) Select your membership class
i 3) Clip this coupon and send it in!
I
I Membership Class*

Regular $20 Life $250
I Supporting $30 Student/Senior  $10
I : Contributing $100
“Add $5 each for "Household" Memberships

i
[ Name

Address

Fcity, ST, Zip

Phone Email

! Membership Class
Send Check and Coupon to:

NMWA « P.O. Box 13116 » Albuquerque, NM 87192
Protect Wilderness -- New Mexico’s Natural Heritage

Dues

All contributicns to NMWA
are tax-deductible
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SANTA FE GROUP MEETINGS

DOVBLE FEATURE ! Tuesvay, March 20, 7 PM
THE MEXICAN GRAY WOLF - Saving an Fnperiled Animal

North America's most imperiled animal was the victim of a
campaign of extermination that came within five animals of
cradicatiin. After two decades of an emergency captive breeding
program, Mexican wolves are now being released into southern
Atizona and New Mexico, But forces are warking vigorously to
sabotage this effort, The fate of the Mexican wolf may ultimately
prove the destiny of the Southwest's ccosystem.

Join us to hear and see an inspiring slide show, presented by
Michacl Robinson from the Center for Biological Diversity,
about the future of this program and learn what you can do to
help this embattled species survive.

JAVIER GONZALES - Santa Fe Connty Commissioner

Javier is serving a second term fepresenting District 3
(southwest Santa Fe County) and is President-clect of the
National Association of Countics. In 1999, he was appointed by
Interior Secretary Babbitt to serve on the National Parks System
Advisory Board and was alse instrumental in promoting Santa Fe
County’s Open Lands and Trails program, resulting in acquisition
and protection of critical properties througheut the county.

The audience wiil have an opportunity to discuss with him his
view of the future for development within Santa Fe County znd
the problems of water, open space and sprawl.

OPEN FORUM DISCUSSION
Draft Environinental Impact Statement (DEIS)
Concerning the Santa Fe Muncipal Watershed

Tuesday, April 17, 7 PM

The Santa Fe and Pajarito Groups of the Sietra Club, along
with Santa Fe Watershed Association, Audubon Society, and
Forest Trust will host representatives from the City of Santa Fe
and Santa Fe National Forest who will present information
concerning the proposed vegetative treatments for the Upper
Santa Fe Municipal Watershed,

The DEIS is schieduled fo be released by the end of March,
There will be an opportunity to ask questions, te learn more
about the proposed treatments and their expected cffects, and to
EXPICSS YOUT CONCErnS,

This is an important step in cfforts to prevent a catastrophic
firc in the watershed. We hope you will attend and provide
input to the City and Forest so that what treatments they
undertake in the Watershed can be as effcetive as possible.

Membership meetings are held at the Unitarian Church
107 W. Bareelona St (between Galisteo and Don Gaspar).

All meetings, outings, and activities
are FREE and open to the public.

Santa Fe Group of the Sierra Clul
621 Otd Sauta Fe Trail - Suite 16 - Plaza Desira - Santa Fe * Now Mexico + 87501
505 - 9832703

NOTES FROM THE ACTING CHAIR Barbar Johuson

About 35 peopie joined s for our press conference in
January to announce the publication of Of Land and Celture:
Environmental Justice and Public Lands Ranching in Northern
New Mexico. The story was covered in the Sauta Fe New Mexican,
the Santa Fe Reporter, and the Treos News. In addition, we expeet
it will be reviewed in High Country News. Thus far, the book has
been flying off the shelves. I you are interested in receiving a
copy {they are {ree), you'd better cali scon.

The Santa Fe Group has been very active in the current
Legislature, working closely with our Chapter lobbyist and with
the representatives of other eavironmental organizations such as
Audubon and Conservation Voiers Alliance. {See the report on
the session in this issuc of the Sierran.) In addition, we manned a
tabic at the recent River Day celebration ~ thanks to Norma
MeCallan.

We hope that you attended one of the public meetings of the
Jemez y Sangre Water Planning Council. Despite the snow this
winter, water remains an issue for Santa Fe and all of Now
Mezxico - both i terms of quantity and quality. We will continue
our work on watcr issues and will bring you more information
about the Santa Fe Watershed at our April General Meeting (see
information above).

It any of you are interested in working on water or other
issues, please contact our Conservation Chair, Clff Larsen, or
come to our Conservation Comitiee meetings on the fourtl:
Tuesday of the month, at 7 PM at our offices.

Enthusiastie response at aur January 22 Press Conference at the
State Capitol Rotunda. (Photo cotutesy of Gene Peach.)

4 ¢ SANTA FE GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ ¢

Chair ~ Doug Fraser *
¥ice-Chair — Barbara Jolnson *
Secretary/Treas — Lionel Soracca

474-7615 § 662-4104 fax
456-4935 fenah3I@ust.com
983-6715

Gwen Wardwell *

Political Commillee—Susan Marlin®*
Membership —NMoma McCailan*
Newsletter/l ublicity -~ Kay Carlson

458-3060 edenfand@cartllink net
988-5206 srmartin@lonlgov

4710005 mmecallan@mindspring.com
982-3920 kcarlsonmp@earthlini et

Phone Tree — Dee Sands 455-3005
Chapler Rep — Doug Frager* 474-7615
Oulings ~— Norbert Spetlich 983-1962

~ Tabin Oruch 820-2844 ornchi@lant gov

Conservalion — CIiff Larsen*®
Mining — CE(f Larsen*
Waler-John Buchser*

Naltonal Varks-Courtney White*
Rangelands-Roger Pelerson

Suslainabilily-Barbara Johnson®
SF Nationad Forest-Greg Pollak 088-7650
Carsan Nat'l Forest-Geerge Grossman 982-1024
Activist Qulings-Nonmma MeCallar * 471-0005 rpccattan@mindspring.com
Growth-Eicanor Gisenmenger * 820-6401

466-2128  clarsen[@iv.netcom.com
466-2128

820-0201 jbmchser@earthiink.net
982.5502  wilchvst@rrG6.com
083-7359  rogpete@aol.com
466-4935 lunah3@acl.com

* Member of the SF Group Exceutive Committee
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Sat Sun
3
4
10
i1
11
i§1
17
18
18
24
25
il
Sat Sun
5
6

SANTA FE GROUP OUTINGS

March

Stephen Markowitz (983-2829) Moderately Difficuit Climb up
Queen Mary Mesa near Los Alamos. Less than 5 miles
distance, but vertical climbing. Irfo: docmark@attglobal.net
Bol McKee {672-3426 - I{ no answer try 471-0005) Moderate
Hike 8 miles, no significant elevation gain, Galisteo Dram 1o
Waldo a2nd back, dogs allowed, meet at 8:30 AM,

Norma McCallan (471-0005) Easy Hike Cerrillos Hills, witle
local eesident Bili Baxter as the guest Jeader, including  look
at the ancient [ndian turquoise mine at Mt. Chalchihuitl. Meet
Sierra office ¢ AM, or at the What Not Shop in the town of
Cerrillos at 9:30 AM. Dogs OK.

Lionel Soracco (983-6715) Intermediate XC Ski Trip to
wherever the snow is pood, Leave 8 AM. Call for reservation.
Jeff Jones (466-2389) Easy-Moderate Hike CANCELLED
Cerrillos Hills Conlition Trail work POSTPONED. Calf Paul
Cusiemano (988-6093.w) for notilication on rescheduling,
Victor Atyas {438-9434) Ensy Hike on Falls Trail to Rio
Grande in Bandelicr, 800-90' elevation gain, Leave 9 AM.
Ron Dufly (982-2890) Easy Birding Watk in or near Santa Fe.
Beginners, non-birders and experienced birders are all
welcome. Bring binoculars, Lenve 8:30 AM.

Norbert Sperficl (983-1962) Strenuwous Iike to Bandaelierarea
backcountey, trail conditions permitting. Call for rescrvalion.
Michael Di Rosa (663-0648) Maoderate-Strenuous One-Way
Hike Ancho Canyon to Frijoles Canyon, ending at Bandelicr
HQ (car shuttle to White Rock). About 9 miles, some rough
trail. Meet 8 AM ST olfice or leader @ AM, White Reck in
Smith's parkirg lot. Call hike leader alter March 12 (or detals.
David Bryane (1-505-757-3477} Easy, Hike to Glorieta Ghost
Haotel, 6.5 miles, 830" gain. Leave Club ollice at 9 AM or meet
leader at north end of Glorieta overpass on 25 al 9:30 AM.
Lionel Sorncco (983-G715) Intermedinte XC Ski_Tripp to
wherever the snow s good. Leave 8 AM. Call lor reservation.

May

Stephen Markowitz (983-2829) Strenuous Mike on La Luz
Trail as far as trail conditions permil. Call leader for details
and reservation,

Jeff Jones (4656-2389) Engy Hike on Chamisa Trail. 5 miles RT,
1240' elevation gain. Leave 8:30 AM.

Saturday, May 12, thru Sunday, May 20

12

13
19

20
26

27

Group Exccutive Conunittee:
Tuesday, April 3, 6:30 PM
Tuesday, May 8, 6:30 PM

A Week in Esealante Country Norma MeCallan (471-0005)
Two moderate, exploratory 3-day backpacks in the little visited
north end of the Cscalante drainage, off the Burr Trail:
Horse/Wolverine Canyons and Upper Gulch. Also several day
likes, depending on time available. Dogs okay.

Ned Sudberough (474-4055) Strenuwous ilike 10 Sierra Pelada.
Leave 8 AM. Call leader for reservation.

John Jusper (986-4613, 263-5466-ceit) Modevate Hike in high
country. Call leader for details and reservation,

Lionet Soracco (983-6715) Moderate Hike Call leader.

David Bryant {1-505-757-3477) Moderate Hike on Dockwiller
Trail, 8 miles RT, 1700" clevation gain. Carpool from Santa Fe
al & AM, or meet leader at north end of Glorieta overpass on
[-25 at 9:30 AM. Call for reservation.

Ron Duffy (982-28%0) Enasy Birding Watk in or near Santa Fe.
Beginness, non-birders, and cxperienced birders all welcome.
Bring binoculars. Leave 8§30 AM,

Norbert Sperlich (983-1562) Moderate/Strennous Hike in Deer
Creek aren. Rough terrain, mostly off trail, some rock
serambling. Call for reservation. Leave 8 AM.

GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
Group Conservation Commiflee:
Tuesday, March 27, 7 PM
Tuesday, April 24, 7 PM
Water Pet-Luck (Jahn Buchser's housc):

Monday, March 12, 6:30 'M
Monday, April 9, 6:30 PM

Sat Sun April

14

21

28

i8

15

15

22

29

SPRING FORWARD MARCH 31
DONT FORGET TO CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS !

Norma McCaitan (471-0005) Moderate Hike Rim Vista/Salazar
Trail (near Ghost Ranch). 7.5 miles total, 1700 elevation gain.
If traif conditions bad, hike will be changed. Optional supper
in Espafiola a4 end of trip. Dogs OK. Lve 9 AM.

Lionel Soracco {583-6715) Intermedinte X-C Ski Trip, snow
conditions permitting. Call for details, reservation.

Boh McKee (672-3426) Strenuous Loop Hile in Bandelice. 10-
12 miles RT, 1500' efevation gain. Somc off-trail, some
exploratory. Maderate Pace, 8 howrs or more hiking tine.
Med Sudbsrough {474-4055) Moderate IHike in Mortandad
Canyon. Leave ¢ AM. Call for reservation,

David Bryant (i-503-757-3477) Moderate Tfike up Atalaya.
Steep climb. Leave 9 AM. Call for resecvation.

Stephen Markowitz (983.2829) Moderate/Strenvous Cabezon
Peak. Short Hut steep. 1300" elovation gain, rock scrambiing.
Must cail leader for reservation, Limited to 10 participants.
Jolm Buchser (820-0201) Service Project. Wark with the
Partners Land Trust and the Pecos River Watershed Alliance
to create wildlife liabitat, improve range conditions and water
quality on the mesa nbove {hie Pecos River near town of Sena.
Bring lunch, water, work gloves. Leave § AM, relurn by 5:30
M. Call leader o conlirm,

John Jasper {986-4613, 263.5466.celi) Moderate Hike in Pecos
Wilderness. Call for time and reservation. )
Rou Dafly (982-2890) Easv Birding YWalk in or near Santa Fe.
Beginners, non-birders, and experienced birders all welcome,
Bring binoculars. Leave 8:30 AM.

Michael DiRosa (G63-0648) Strenvons Hike to Cerro Pedesnal,
9 miles RT, F900" elevation gain, Some reck scrambling, some
oll-rail hiking, Call leader for details.

Vietor Atyas (438.9434) Ensy Hike Cerrillos Hilis. Leave 9 AM.
Meet in parking lot in [ront of Walgreens at Villa Linda Madl.

PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE OUTINGS LEADER

PRIOR TO A HIKE
FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.

Most especially call the leader for X-cotntry ski or snowshoe
outings, not only to find cut about snow conditions, but to be sure
that you have the proper equipment and conditioning,

",

i

WILDERNESS FIRST AID COURSE COM:PLETED!

18 SIERRA members, including 12 of our hike leaders, turned
aut for our 16-hour Wilderness First Aid class on February 10
and 17, Qur thanks to our instructor Don Mason, of Wilderness
Medicine Associates, who did a greai job of clarifying and
cxplaining the concepts and technigues of a very complex subject.
Participants included Victor Atyas, Dave Bryant, John and Linda
Buchser, Michael Di Rosa, Roa Duify, Anna Gray, Ronald
Kleir, Norma McCallan, Robert McKee, Charlotte Mearcs,
Tobin Oruch, Doris Rosen, Phil Somervell, Lienel Soracco,
Norbert Sperlich, Ned Sudborough, and Gene Turner. Anna
Gray won the prize for the longest distance {ravelled — she came
all the way from Lake Valley, New Mexico (near Hillsbora)!

Qutings Netes - Unless olherwise noted, all outings leave from the Sfetra office, §21 Cld
Sanla Fe Trail, “Plaza Desira,” Just south of Kaune's Grocety af the corner of Old SF Teait
and Paseo de Peralta. Catpooling will be airanged, Each hiker should come prepared o
pay 5¢ a mile lo the driver of the car in which sfhe rides. Bring @ lunch, waler, sturdy
hiking boo!s or shoes, and clathing suitable for the weather - lender resorves the right 1o

lurn away anyone whose equipment or expetience appears unsuitable, Leader has right

to alter deslinalion of hike or cancel trip due to weather, unfavorable cendilions, or
insulliclentnumbers of parlicipants. Unaccompanied minors must have written permission
from parents or guardians to parficipate: permission forms are available atihe Sierra Club
office. Dogs not permitied on hikes unless noted olherwise. Telephane leader tar detalls
af Ihe individual hike.
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A Note [rom 1l Chair
Water, water...

by Laurence Gibson

Nol a day passes now withoul some [ronl-page news about Water.

At our Feb 7 Ex Com meeting. we brainstomied our upcoming
snitiatives and concluded our “bottom line™ geat will be no et
ifterense in water consumption! We already lave a conservation
project in progress which will hielp people test theit loilets for
leakage. The Ef Paso Group of the Sierra Club needs to find a way to
reach (he majority of Ei Pasoans who do nol read the newspaper.

Tn the political realm, we lope the mayoral race wiil generate
commitmets 1o cortrol builders, devetopers, and the Public Service
Board from squandering the fruits of cur cilizens™ conservation.

Tn particular, it is unconscionable for aur arca’s water pravider o be
fueling growth with [and sales. We need Lo exeouie our plans now.
Attend a PSB meeting or a City Cotncil meeting, or call your arca
representative with you concems!

Ouiings Report: Big Bend Hiking Trip
By Ed Storey

The El Paso Group sponsored a four-day trip 1o Big Bend National
Park in the middle of January. The purpose was to explore some
backeouniry arcas not cammonly seen by visitors 1o the park. Wesicy
t conard planued and led the tip, ably assssted by Rollin Wickenden
Cars were left al the Mule Ear Overlook. so there was no need Lo
retrace. The route was U-shaped; going casl. then soush. before
returning west. The route revealed several interesting and man-made
artifacts, Along Smoky Creck. the water would appear, coming offa
layer of impervicus linsestone. bubbling and cascading. 11 would
shortly disappear, however. as the underlyig rock becanie snore
perous. There were Jams or weirs 10 Cross and wonder about as well
The gravel filling the upstream sides spoke 10 the aceasional lorce of
the water. Most jikely, shey had been built by long-ago ranchers or
herders.

Outings (Area Code 915)

Mar 10: South Fraokiin Service Trip
Place: Franklin Mounlains Slate Park
Class Easy lo Moderate

Length. 2-4 miles

Efevalion gain: 500-1,000 feet

Leader. Gary Williams: 593-3624 {H)

Help place new signs al critical (rail junclions while cnjaying the
splendors of our nation’s largest urban park. Franklin Mountains
State Park is a work in propress. Cur state legislatuze has yet to fund
the park at he reconsmended Jevel. so velunteers are needed

Mar 11: Ron Coleman Trail

Place. Franktin Mounlain State Park

Ciass Moderate

Length. 4 miles

Efevalion gair: 1,200 feet

Leader Caralina Greenlield: 594-7342 {H)

The mest exciting hike in the Franklins is again being offered. Tiris
tcail. named for our mfluenlial ex-Cengressman, begens al
MeKelligen Canyon on the east side and ¢limbs across the spine of
Lhe range. descending 1o the packing lal on Trans Mountain Road. Al
the mid point, there is 2 strenuous sceamble {hring gloves) up to a
window providing exciling views and sone exposure. Agoraphobes
Leware!

Mar 24-25: Dog Canyon Car Camp/Day Hike
Place. Guadalupe Mountains National Park

Class. Easy

Length' 0-4 miles

Elevation gain: C-500 feet

L.eader: Carl Horkowitz 755-3958 (H)

“There are wo Doy Canyons i our area. one close to Alamogordo
and this oie w 1he Guads. The drive s is somewhal circuilous, and
1he solitude gained 15 anwazing lor a car campground. One can take
any of several excellent trails feading gently up into the hills, or one
can simply lounge aroumd the camp.

-

Executive Committee

mountain_spirii_@hotmail.com

tmertig@earthlink.net  ~ v

Chap Del - Alternate
Jamie Newlin: 584-1471
chaetora@juno.com

Project Chairs

Chair Air Quality . .
Laurence Gibson: 594-7342 [d Sterey: 587-8720 lmcrllg@'cf!reltlnfk.ncl
lgibson@utep.edu 'y enstorey@elpasonct.net (y MUIR Mailing List
Vice Chair " Endangercd Species/ ” Laurf:ncc Gibson: 524-7342
: . o . L Igibson@utep.cdu
Jamic Newlin: 584-1471 O Habitat e Tod Mertiz. 852-301 1
chacturagjune.com «y  Liz Walsh: 584-1471 I le e_mg.S l-l' K
Secretary - cwalsh@utep.cdu O tmertig@earthlink.net
; e - £ Outings
Ann Falknor: 833-9162 . inergy B . .
afalknar@prodigy.sict Sally . Savage: $33-6899 ey b Gibson: 394'7342
LORAX Lditor mountain_spiri_@hetmail.com ' Rolfléilns\i::?;\:lcdtﬁ 23 4
3 cenden: 332-
Sally S. Savage: 833-6899 N ,‘ Forest Issues ' 9645

Jamice Newlin: 584-1473

hagtura@djuno.com :

Members . - o ur:‘@ﬁ"m o i Population/Growth
Ted Mclmg. 852—:_’:01] G Fund Rallsmg <o Jamic Nowlin: 584-1471
tmertigi@earthiink, net (- Ted Merlig: 852-}011 "y chactara@juno.com

Shirey Phillips: 772-6503 _s tmertig@@earthlink.nel 7 programs
SeEr Togram
sphiilip@elp.sr.com {\‘_‘, Franklin Mountains (;L‘,! Opei
Liz Walsh: 584-1471 i John Sproul: 545-5157 Yy .
ewalshi@utep.edu < jsproul@utep.cdu 7 Transportation
. . O i I Terry Sunday: 584-9301
Administration T Grazing 2 sundayl@zianel.com
Treasurer ) Ted Mertig: 832-3011 L ‘Web Mast
. < tmertig@earthlink.net I ch iasier
Kathy Sunday: 584-930} o i@carlh| T Terry Sunday: 584-9301
sundayl@zianct.com = Inner City Outings by sundayt@zianet.com
y Ted Mertig: §52-3011 7y
Chapter 'Dclcgatc o tmertig@earthlink.net -, Wetlands
Ted Mertig: 852-3011 oy ' 7y John Sproul; 545-5157

Lands Management e
Ted Mertig: 852-3011
imertig@earthlink.net

Sierra Club - Ei Paso Regional Group Directory (Area Code 915) -~ "ﬂ"’““’“““

Membership
Ted Mertig: 852-3011

(leave messagc)

i jsproul@utep.cdu

wilderness/Parks/Refuges

Ted Mertig: 852-3011
tmertig@earthlink net

vy
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to Group News

ajari

e . General Meetings
. .- Group Directory . N
Pajarito Group of the Sierran Club All general meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month
’ . L at Mesa Public Library, at 7 Pivl and ave open to the public.
Exccutive Commiltee arole Jacabson 799579
Abe Jacobson, 672-8579 h ) ” 3
Chair - , Adopt-A-Highway Other Meetings:
Bev Hﬂﬂ]ine. . 551_9031 Jeniffer JUhnS.OI’\, £269-9183
Vige-Chait co o | Jemez Mounisins lesuss Wednesday, Mazch 7. 2001
Garole Jaccbson, 672-9579 g‘:;‘;‘; 5' ergler, 661-6169 | Mesa Public Library, second floor.
Se_zc.relar.y_."l' reasurer- .. . : o The Mexican Gray Wolf: Presented by Michael Robinson, Center for
Fred Harline "~ 661-9031 ggﬂiﬂ g{mg{er‘ ggg'ggg?" Biological Diversity. (michaelr@biologicaldiversity.orgl.
Mistac Oudejans . 672-0414 | DOE Land Transter 1l Wolves were extirpated from the somhwest, and are now endangered
Michael Smith " sao-p3go | Michael Smith © - 662-2380 f not because of habitat loss - bul because of a federal, state. and private
é rd L 2.0481 Forests " 005 o0 i TR campaign to externyinate them. The reason: catlle ranciers wanied them
Sordon Spingler -+ 662-9431 | yijgiitg OPEN " - ¢ sone.
= Conservation Commitlee D. d éadm.inislrntioi 6603741
réﬁ;%}rael Sraith, - 662-2380 gﬁg‘ptefp‘;‘gﬁ"' ) " Wednesday. April 4, 2001, 7:00 p.m.
o i 2-0568 | Fred Hartine - g61-g031 f Mesa Public Library
‘é%",%‘hﬁﬁ“”'"- 662-9568 Publicity Bep. B ) River Health and Tront Habitat: Presented by Jan Crawford, owner,
..Eud.y Bensan, " ge2-4782 | Miram Oudejans, - | G72-0414 ﬂig,h Deseru\:ngier (Santa f.’e) & Jilp Loud, Trout Ulzlimi.ie(L Jan and
Sprawl _ Newsletter: : Fim will describe the ecological requirements for trout habitat and how
Janet Gerwin, 562-9568 | Guthrie Miller, 6562-5545F good trout fishery is an indicator of a healtly environment. They will
Water | Membership - “ I also tafk about the reborn Trout Unlimited chapter in this state and its
Aba Jasobson, . 672-9579 Waren Steckle, 672-0414§ environmental agenda.
Mining : © . Culings ' : )
KEEPING INFORMED WITH . PR——— A\
E»MAIL ALERTS Southern MM, Group
by David Fayrell Executive Commillee

With a new adnwnisiration in the White House and an almost evenly divided
1071h Congress in office, the environmentat community is left trying to piece
together the new challenges it faces in the upcoming year. President Bush has
proposed oil drifling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, so-called regula-
tory reform for small businesses, and a renewed push for “takings” legislation.
This combined with influential members of congress’s continued atlacks on en-
vironmental protection, give conservationists geeat cause for concern.

In New Mexico, little has changed on the political landscape after the recent
election. Many of the same anti-environmental forces are again attempting 1o
block and roll - back important environmentad protections. Onthe national, state,
and local levels it is more important than ever that every vole couni and every
envirosmental voice be heard. The Southern New Mexico Group of the Sierra
Club understands how important our voice and the voices of individuals in the
environmental community are when there is debate on crucial issues. Through
an e-mail alert system, the Southern Group can initiate a resouice and informa-
tion program to educate and encourage members to respond to intportant envi-
ronmental issues. As all levels of government discuss and more importantly,
vole on issues of crucial environmental interest, our response o our local, state,
and national legislators can be an impact. Agencies responsible for the welfare
of our public lands, our air, water, and our wildlife, have an obiigation to hear
our concerns and our viewpoints. The Sierra Club believes its members can
contribute to the demacratic process by being informed and providing the proper
veaue 10 respond and act on developing issues. By receiving and responding to
our e-mail alerts, local Sierra Club members as a unified voice, will be empow-

ered and have significant impact as a part of a network that can nuster hundreds
of responses from the Souther New Mexico area.

However, in order to make tiis happen, the Southern New Mexico Group is in
need of someone who will receive the e-mail alerts, filier them according 1o the
highest priorities for the Group, and send them out to those wishing to receive
{hem in the Group. Additional aspects may include providing additional infor-
mafion for member's consideration, notification of relevant meetings or heai-
ings, etc. If you are interested in doing this impertant work, please contact any-
one on the ExComm. Thanks!

Spesial Program B _

Tuesday, April 24, 7:00 p.m. at Science Hall, Rm. 107, NMSU.

“Richest Desert in America; The World Wildlife Funds Conservation Pri-
orities for the Chiltuahuan Desert”,

Jennifer Afchley of the World Wildiife Fund will talk and present slides about
this important region that includes southern New Mexico. Bveryone weicome!

P.O. Box 3705 UP'B
Las Cruces, New Mexico 85003

Don, Dearholt {505} 522-3421
Chair dearheil@cs.nmsu.edu
Margol Wilson (503) F44-5860
Vice Cliair 8t Chapier Rep. margolwilsond0@hotmail.com
Payid Farrel o0 (505)895-3352
Political Clair. ool i dofarcelli B betmatlcom
Cheryll Blevins 524-4861
Membership and Publicity spotiley @carlhlink.cet
Mariarme Thacler , 522.3421
Treasuger _ marianue theaeler@sicrrachib.org
o 5224527

For more information call 522-3035.

Annie Gerdon
Qniiugs Leuder

Executive Committee Meetings are typically the [irst Wednes-
day of the month--all members are welcome to attend,

We hape 1o have more afficers in e wext fow weeks, Onr innnediare
plans are to become o more dctive wnd effective group, The next
ExComm meting will be held Tresday, March 8, at 5:00 pn. at the
Catile Baron Restaurant on Telshor, it Las Cruces. If you are will-
ing ta share your ideas aud encrgy in the spivit af waking a differ-
ence i conservalion issues, we won/ yoi and we need you af this
meeting! Please come and join us -- there will be tines of urd work,
and of great fun, antd we do ndeed hope to make a difference.
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Onitings

March {0

Robledo Peak:

Tust north of Las Cruces, Meet at the north end of the
Pan Am Center at 8:00 aun. This is a moderate hike
aver somewhat difficult terrain. The sumnmit provides
a beawtiful vista of the Mesilla Valley. Bring lunch and
water. Call 526-7811 to reserve space and more
information.

May 5

Achenbach Canyon in the Organ Mountains:
Moderate dayhike with nice views and terrain. Call
522-4527 for meeting piace and more information.
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Central Gfoup Launches ‘Adopt a Wilderness’ Campaign

The Central Group is embarking on an effort to secure prolection for areas near Albuquerque that are deserving of wilderness protection. Wilderness
siatus is conferred by Congress onte pubticly owned federal lands that are largely undeveloped in nature, Wildetness is the strongest level of federal
prolection, protecting land from off-road vehicles, legging, mining, and oit and gas exploration. There arc a rumber of areas papular amang Central
New Mexico hikers, photographers, and wildlife viewers, which have been proposed for wilderness status for many years, but which have not yet

received that protection.

The goal of the Central New Mexico ‘Adopt a Wilderness” cumpaign will be to connect people like you witls proposed wilderness near Albuquerque,
Places like Qjito, with its dinosaur bones and petroglyphs, and Cabezon Peak, a volcanic dome rising up from a sea of grassland mesas. We will be
leading hikes 1o lelp people get to know these areas and we will be giving workshops that empower our members o protect those areas they love the
most. By building a retwork of advocates for these majestic lands, we hope to eventuatly give them the protection they descive.

Qur first outings will be..,
March 18th to the Qjito Wilderness Study Area
April 8th to Cabezon Peak.

Anyene who is interested in learning more about these areas or who is interested in eventually adepting a preposed wilderness is welcome (o atend.
Please call Steve Capra at 232-3721 or Martin Heinrich at 232-7¢51 for more information.

The April General Mecting of the Central Group of the Sierra Club will be

awarkshop and stide sliow on adopling a wilderness. Please Juin us on

Aptil [6 at 7:30 pim at the Unftarian Church, (Caclisle and Comanche) to learn more.

(Programs

Monday, March 19th at 7:30PM

JAGUAR SLIDE PRESENTATION

Come hear Michael Robinson of the Center for Biological Diversity

speak on the importance of New Mexico's endangered native predators.

Mr. Robinson will be giving a slide show and discussiong how you ean

suppert the recovery of wolves and jaguars in the Southwest. Don't miss

ihis one!

When: March 19 at 7:30 pm

Where: The Unitarian Church at 3701 Carliste NE. at the corver of
Comanche in Albuquerque.

Monday, April 19th at 7:30PM

ADOI'T A WILDERNESS

Jain us for slide show and workshop on adopting a wilderness.
When: Menday, April 16 at 7:30 PM

Where: The Unitarian Church at 3701 Caclisle NE, at the comer of
Comanche. {sec related article nbove).

| Check our website www.sierranm.org  for the latest info. J

T

( ‘Town Hall’ Meeting on the

City of Albuquerque’s Drinking Water Project
In the January/February Sierran, the asticle *Drink the Rio Grande,,?"
described the City's plan to divert water from the Rio Grande, treat it at
the water purification plant, and deliver it to water customers.
This Town Hall is the next step i the public participation process leading
to the Envirenmental Impact Statement, All members are urged to attend,
learn what is being proposed and urge City officials to take appropsiate
meastires lo protect the river and the bosque

When: Friday, Aprit 20th from 8:30AM 10 4PM

Where: Albuguerque Convention Center J
(-

Central New Mexico Group

PO Box 25342
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87125-5342
Phone: 505-260-9857 (new number}

Executive Committee (area code 505)

Blair Brown 259-7190 bblairb2@aol.com
Steve Capra 843-8696 scapra@nmiild.org
Kellic Goudreay 232-3721 kellic@@umm.edu
Martin Heinrich 232-7151 mtheinrich@zol.com
Jay Morrow 343-3693 Jmorrow@mercury.bernco.gov
Edward Sulfiva 259-5966 sullyt@nmwild.org
855-9140 cecvix@aol.com

Cecily Vix

The Executive Committee aormally meets on the 2nd Monday of
cach month at 7PM at the Club Office at 202 Central SE i Albu-
querque. The meetings are frec and open to all members. Contact
any of us if you have issues 1o discuss.

Project Leaders
Conservation Chair

Steve Capra §43-8696 scapra@nmwild.org
Membership

Fay Marrow 345-3693 Jmortewgntercury,bemnca.gov
River Issucs

Richard Barish232-3013 rdbarish@@acl.com
Outings Open
Programs Open
Water Open

The Central New Mexico Group of the Sierva Club
depends on the efforis of volunicers.
To join us, give amv of us a call.
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Land Swaps to Benefit Proposed Wilderness

By Martin Heinrich

if you have ever looked at a land ownership map of New Mexico you
may have wondered what all those different colors mean. Most people
lnovw that green is for nationaj forests. A few realize that red signifies the
Indian Nations and that yellow is land administered by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM), the largest manager of public land in the
United States. Very few know what al that blue land scattered around the
map s, Alf those blue squares and blobs, which create a virtual checker-
boaed of the New Mexico map, are state lands. State lands were given to
New Mexico at the onset of statchood as a way ta raise money for our
public school system.

Today New Mexico has one of the largest endowments in the world
specifically dedicated to public education. The endowment, termed the
Permanent Fund, receives all the praceeds from commerciai uses on state
lands. Unfortunately, state lands were not given in Jazge contiguous tracts
withs logical geographical borders. lnstead the state received many
isolated sections (2 section is a one mile square of land or 640 acres) of
land spread across the whele state. Many isalated picces of land can be
difficult and expensive to manage compared to farger contiguous iracts of
land of the same acrcage,

A related probiens with the distribution of state lands is that isolated
sections appear within contiguous blacks of federally protected fand.
That can cause serious condlicts when, for example, the state owns band
inside a National Park or Wilderness Area, New Mexico is required to
tnanage state lands for revenue, which often means uses like radio tower
leases or oil and gas drilling. Until a few years ago (e stalc owned a

section of land near the crest of the Sierra Ladrones, a spectacular moun-
tain range on Albuquerque’s southern skyline. Most of the Sictra
Ladrones area is managed by the BLM and the Fish and Wildlife Service,
who manage it for wildemness and wildlife values. Had the state decided
to pul up & radio tower here a major conflict could have ensued. A land
trade was (he eventual solution and taday the BLM owns that section of
land high in the Sierva Ladrones.

A similar trade is now under way between the BLM and the State Land
Office. The trade will benefit a numeber of wildesness and proposed
wildemess areas in New Mexico. Thanks to the leadership of Ray Powell,
the Commissioner of Public Lands, and the staff of the New Mexico
BLM, we are likely to see several thousand acres of “at risk™ state iand
transferred (o the BLM. Not only will this pratect places like the Bisti
Wilderness Avea from fragmestation, but it also means that proposed
wildemess aveas like Ojito and Cabezon Peak are far more likely to gain
permanent federal protection. n retum, the state will receive tands that
are casier (o access and are not inside wilderness or wilderness study
areas.

While land trades have gotten o bad reputation in the Pacific Northwest,
where the public has at times lost critical old growth in exchange for
cutover carporale timberfand, in New Mexice they have often worked to
heip protect our parks and wilderness. The Sierra Club will continue to
keep a close eye on any proposed land trades. In this way we hope 1o
ensure that future trades continue the trend of protecting our public lands,
Anything less will meet fierce opposition from the many dedicated Sierra
Clul members across New Mexico.

Outings

Sutardays, March 17t and 31st, April 7thand 28th

Sundays, March 25¢h and April 22nd

Desert Exploratory Hikes

Visit some of New Mexico’s most incredible and beautiful landscapes
hidden in it’s desert piaces. Strangely ereded and colorful rocks, bad-
lands, precipitous ¢liffs, outstanding vistas, mysterious narrow and
winding canyons, archeological sites, petrified forests and other fossils,
Isistoric inscriptions, stone toals, pottery, pictographs and petroglyphs are
some of the discoveries we have made on the Desert Exploratory Hikes in
the past.

These hikes are not physically ditficult, but wiil require a sense of
adventure on the part of participants. There will rarely be a teail and the
route wifl be very rocky and uneven at times. Sometimies we scrambic
over rock surfaces (non-technical climbing) and walk narrow ledges, but
this is quite often optional. Typical distance traveled is between 4 and 8
miles andl we usnalty gain less than 1000 i, of elevation.

Contact leader as eatly as previous Wednesday for info on specific hike
location and meeting time. Meeting time wiil vary from 8:30AM to
10AM.

Meceting piace will aiways be Smith’s at Carlisle and Meraul, nearest to
Carlisle.

Comtact Tom Petencin 255-1497 tompeten@juno.com

Wednesday, Marel 14th « Gutings Leader Meeting

Meet with Nerma MeCallan, Chapter Qutings Chair on how to become
an outings feader. Meet at 6:00 PM at the Unitarian Church at

3701 Carlisle NE, at the comer of Comimanche.

Sec refated notice at the right.

Sunday, March 18th - Soccorre Hike

We'll hike in the area near San Antonio, NM before it gets too hot. Hike:
§ miles maximum, all off traif. Some minor scrambiing or brushy walk-
ing. Elevation: 1000” at most. Drive: 180 miles RT. Dress for weather.
Bring sturdy boats, water, lunch, wind bresker.

Contact Riek Hurley (299-8401, RickHurley@acl.com).

Sunday, March 18th - ‘Adopt a Wilderness® Hike to Ojito W5SA
See ‘Adopt a Wilderness® article on previous page for more information.

Wednesday, April 4th - Full Moeoen Hike

Meet at 5:45 PM, Franklin Pinza (Juan Tabe & Centrat). We'll hike an
east-side trail in the Sandias, partially by the light of the moonlight.
Zetusn 9-10 PM. Possible snack afterward. Hike: 4-6 miles, on trail.
Elevation: Up to 2000, but probably much less, Drive: 50 mites RT.
Dress for weather, bring boots, snack, flashlight.

Contact: Rick Hurley (299-8401, RickHuricy@aol.com).

Saturday, April 8th - “Adopt 2 Wilderness' Uike {o Cabezon Peak
See ‘Adopt a Wilderuess’ article on previous page for more information.

Outings E-mail List:

Each list member receives netification of “impromptu” litkes that did not
make the newsleiter. A great way for wembers to stay in touch. Be
advised that eveits not published in the newsletter will, by chapter pelicy,
be considered non-sanctioned events (ic. an informal “meeting of
fviends™). Contact: RickHurley@aol.com or 299-8401 io be added.

- D
Hikers Wanted on March 14!

Are you interested in hiking and would like to be part of the Cental New
Mexice Group's Outings program? Bul you're not sure what it would
involve? Do you need to be trained in first aid? Is there a limit on how
many people can come on hikes? Are you expected to know about plants
and animals?

The Centrat NM Group will be gathering on Wednesday, March 14, at
6:00pm in the Wesson Roowm at the Unitarian Churel on Carlisle and
Comanche to Lajk about the outings program and tatk about ikes in the
Albuguerque area. Norma MeCallan wils talk about some of the basics
involved in Sierra outings, Norma is the Outings Chair for the Rio
Grande Chapter and is on (he Outings Committee for the National Sierra
Club. She has been leading and taking hikes for the Stesra Club for many
years. Refreshment will be served.

@ase join us! For more information call Jennifer de Garmo at 243-7767
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Outing Outlook :
by Norma MeCallan Stay Informed --

Winter is slowly passing, the days are getting longer, and in be- Get E-mail on the Latest Happenings
tween our numerous snowstorms, the sun is bright and cheerful. March
and April are good times to getout, lry a new destination, and meet some
great people. Below are listed a few of our Group hikes 1o whet your
appelite. Be sure and call leader for time and meeting place. All phone
numbers are 505, except as noted,

Stay up to date on environmental jssues of interest within the
Rio Grande Chapter. This list js open to anyone interested in protecting
our enviromment. (You can get off any lime witheut human intervention!)
Send a message to:

Listguard@sierraciub.org
With the contents:
SUB RIO-1SSUES YourFirstName YourLastName

Sun Mar 4 MT. RILEY AREA, northwest of Sunland Park. Liz Walsh
915-584-1471. Easy, 3-4 mile hike.

SatMar 10 ROBLEDO PEAK, 526-7811. Moderate kike, rough tercain,

1f you wouid tike to get alerts only on issues that have been de-
in a WSA with a beaotiful vista of the Mesillz Valiey from the summir,

termined by your group or chapler's leadership 1o be especially impor-
Sat Mar 10 CERRILLOS HILLS. Norma McCallan 47(-0005, Easy [l ta0t (which is a much tower volune of emait):
ramble around the Cerrillos Hills, south of Santa Fe, including a visit 1o [ Send a message .
the ancient Indian turquoise mine at M, Chalehikuid, LISlgl:ﬂrd@stennclub.org
With the subject Jine:
Your 8 digit member number (on any Club maiting fabet)
With the contents, deperding on which £roup you are in:

Sun Mar 13 SAN ANTONIO AREA, near Socorre, Rick Hurley 299-
8401, RickHurley @acl.com. Mederate hike, alf off &ail, minor seram-

biing or brushy walking. SUB RIO-NORTH-ALERTS YourFirsttName YourLastNarme
Sun Mar 18 and Sat 4/28 BIRDING WALK, neat Santa Fe. Ron Duffy SUB RIG-CENTRAL-ALERTS YUE![’F[TSINZ}I]]E YourLastName
982-2800. Beginness welcome, SUB RIO-SOUTH-ALERTS YourFirsiName YourLastName
SUB RIO-ELPASO-ALERTS YourFirstName YourLastName
Sat/Sun Mar 24-25 DOG CANYON CAR CAMP. CARLHORKQWITZ SUB RIO-PAJARITO-ALERTS YourFirstName YourLasiName

915-755-3968. Easy hike in this remote canyon in the Guadalupe Mtnrs
National Park.

Sat/Sun April 7-8 OUTINGS LEADERS WORKSHOP, SEVEILLETA
WILDLIFE REFUGE. Nora McCallan 471-0005. A get together for
outing chairs. Outing leaders and potentizl leaders welcome,

Sun April 16 CABEZON PEAK. Steve Markowitz 983-2829, Short but
steep ascent, with some scrambling, up the prominent volcanic plug on
the way to Cuba, Limit 10,

Sat April 21 COMMUNITY BASED RESTORATION PROJECT, near
Las Vegas. John Buchser 820-0261, Work with the Partners Land Trust

and Pecos River Watershed Alliance on a mesa above the Pecos River 2

near Sena to create wildlife habitat and improve range condition and water
quality by seed and shrub plaating, arreyo restoration, and creating pro-
tected areas around stock tanks,

Sat May 5 LA LUZ TRAIL, SANDIA MTNS, Steve Markowilz 983-
2829. Will go up this popular trail as far as suaw level permits.

Sat May 5 ACHENBACK CANYON, near Las Cruces. Ron & Anaie
Gordon 522-4527, Mederate hike in a high canyon with beautiful views.

Sat May 12 CERROQ PELADO, near Santa Fe. Ned Sudborough 474-
4055, Ascent of this interesting and liltle known peak close to Atalaya. lmplementat'on

Sat May 12 - Sun May 20 ESCALANTE COUNTRY WEEK, Utah. of.-t_:_onservatlon
Norma McCallan 471-0005. Explore this Iittle visited north side of the (rBRS "
Escalante deainage vin 2 three-day backpacks (Horse and Wolverine Can- » Progl‘ams-
yons, then Upper Gulch) dnd several day hikes Dogs ok. b

Upcormning in late summes will be tours by the Forest Service of
the recently purchased VALLES CALDERA National Preserve, other-
wise known as the Baca Ranch. A lot of Sierrans worked hard 1o get this .
remarkable property inte public ownership. Stay tned for details, Programs: 56.7%

. Pullic Education: %%
Influending Peblic Pelicy: 323t
Fri-Sun Mar 9-11 BIG HATCHET MOUNTAINS, in the boot heel of || 425 T JdewrAdies: o
N.M. Fri-Sun May 4-6 AH-SHI-SLE-PAH, near Farmington Both of optar Prograns: ;
these will be inventory outings, with car camping, conducted by the New
Mexico Wildemess Alliance, o document roads and impacts that will & .

define the boundaries of potential wildemess areas, b . *Member Services: 25%
Michael Sciatdone 843-8696,

Non Sierra Club activities of Interest:

Alert - at the recent meeting of the Group & Chapter Qutings Fundraising: 6.2
Committee that I attended in Tatnpa, it was announced that 1he natianal
Sierra Club will soon by requiring fiability waivers on all Sierra outings.
Use of waivers was a key recommendation from a recently conducted
program-wide risk review of Sierra outdoors activities. The recomimen-
dation was approved by the Outdeor Aclivity Governance Committee at
its Getober 2000 meeting. In the Club hierarchy, the OAGC is the parent
group of the GCOC, and has overall authority over any kind of Sierra
outirgs. They feel that a participant waiver is of real value in protecting
botk: individuzl outing leaders and the Club from frivolous lawsuits. The
exact wording is stilt being worked on, but it will be the same for Group,
Chapter, National and Inner City Outings,
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