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Group Campaigns Will
Be Needing You

By Jennifer Jolmson

Last September, at the “Rio Grande Chapter
Retreat,” Chapter activists decided to address five
issues in the state as "Group Campaigns.” These
issues arc Sprawl, Water, Wilderness, and Sand
and Gravei Mining.

The National Sicrra Club has prepared a guide
for developing campaigns and the Chapler used
this guide to detesmine whick, among numerous
issues proposed, the Chapter would pursue. The
following checktist was used for selecting an issuc
as a campaign:

« The issue relates directly to the Sierra
Club's national conservation pricrities and
impacts your local cemmunity,

The campaign will result in a concrete and
quantifiable improvement in the environ-
ment,

The issuc is something a broad range of
people will undersiand and care deeply
about.

The issue is. widely and deeply felt in the
caniminity and staze!
The organization has the resources (inoney.
people, and connections) necessary to win
this campaigs.

The issue will bring peeple together. It will
not be internally divisive and will not
alicnate outside individuals and/or organiza-
tions that may be needed as aliies down the
road.

The issue wiil strengihen the chapier or
aroup by recruiting new members, energiz-
ing curtent members to a greater level of
activism, developing leadership skills, and
building coalitions with other like-minded
organizations.

The campaign is winnable—having clear
Largets, a realistic lirme frame, and achiev-
able goals.
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The issues that were chosen met enough of the
above criteria to make them viable campaigns. Of
course picking the campaigns is the easy part. It

See Campaigns on Page 7

ment that some

Of Land and Culture

Justice and Public Lands

Ranching in Northern New Mexice
By Emest Atencio

“History will judge greens by whether they stand wilhy
the world's poor”” —Tom Athanasiou. secial ecologist

This report was commissioned by The Quivira
Coalition {“sharitg comumon sense sotutions Lo the
rangeland confliet™) and the Smta Fe Group of
the Sierra Club to determine and explain the po-
tential consequences ol ending public lands ranch-
ing in northern New Mexico. It was funded by
botk erganizations with support from the McCune
Charitable Foundation. All opinions and conchi-
sions are the author's, unless otherwise indicated.

This report is not intended as an apology or
excuse for those who abuse public Jands. There is
no argument that iresponsible livestock grazing
can have a negative impact. especially in this arid
region, on important ccological processes, on ero-
sion, on nalural vegelational succession, on wa-
tershed health and productivity. There is no argu-
anchers have not demonstrated

_ lotal, almost 3 percent of the 837 n

New Mexico’s Vanishing
Wildlife

By Jim Bailey

The decline of New Mexico's wildlife has been
a graduat grocess. Few of us have noticed.
Twenty-two species of native [ish, amphibians,
birds and mammals no longer occur in our state.
Can you name half of them?

The grizzly bear, northern gray wolf and black-
footed ferret come to mind fairly casily; but five
other mammals are alse gone: mink, otter, lynx,
hol springs cotton rat and Mertiam’s subspecics
of elk, In addition, woiverine may have been na-
tive to our state, but no longer oceur here, Also, a
few wild bison persist in the Valle Vidal, but none
are on native New Mexico range. As for birds, we
lave lost sharp-laited grouse and sage grouse. The
borenl toad and lowland leopard frog are also gone.

Our native fishes have been most decimated,
New Mexico no lenger has slurgeon, gat. Celo-
rado River cutthroat trout, eel, honytail chub, beau-
tiful shiner. phantom shiner, Rio Grande bluninose
shiner, Palomas pupfish or reshwater dron. In
ive wild ver-

TR

“New approaches o holistic range
management, in the right places at
the right times, can be genuinely
sustainable™

much success with sustainable management in the
past. Serjons problems exist and they have to be
dealt witl.. On the other hand, it's impestant to
recognize the fact that ranchers clearly have a
vested interest in conservation and sustainability.

It's also imporiant to recognize the growing
evidence that conscientious grazing praclices and
new approaches to holistic range management, in
the right place at the right times, can be genuinely
sustainable and even enhance naturai babitat and
biodiversity.

Background
in the mountains and mesas of northermn New

See Land en Page 5
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1+ pereent of the 69 native fishes.

Loss of wildlife continues in modern New
Mexico, We have 95 wild vertebrates listed as
threateacd or cndangered. Two mere, the
Chiricahua leopard frog and fesser prairie-chicken
are eandidates for listing. Endangered species in-
clude the Rio Grande sitvery minnow, Gila trout,
Gila monsier, ridgenose rattlesnake, aplomado fal-
con, ptarmigan, southwestern wiltow [ycatcher,
pine marlen and desert bighom sheep.  Ancther
27 species of invertebrates—snails, [reshwater
clams and crustaceans —are also listed as threat-
encd or endangered.

New Mexico's endangered specics program in
the Game and Fish Department is small and
underfunded. It cannot adeguately document the
decline of our wildlife, let alone develop recom-
mendations for recovery. OF 118 state-listed threal-
ened and endangered species, at least 27 need re-
views of their status, distribution, life histories or
taxonomy. Some, inclading the buff-collared
nightjar and wrinkled marshsuail, may be gone
from New Mexico. Others, such as the Mexican
al southern long-nosed bats, meadow jumping
mouse and gray vireo, may be increasing atd may
deserve removal from the threatened and endan-
sered fist. Many species need taxonomic review,
using modern methods of genctics.

Worse yet, a 1998 Game and Fish Department
memo indicated that at least 54 native species are
of concern and need study lor possible listing as
tlireatened or endangered in New Mexico, These
include 23 invertebrates, 12 fishes, 2 frogs, 7 birds
and 13 mammals. Among these are the Rio Grande
sucker, blue catfish, Chiricahwa leopard frog, black
swilt, burrowing awl, black-tailed and Gunnison's
prairie dogs and hooded and hog-nosed skunks.

Species are not lost without impacts upon other
members of New Mexico’s flora and fauna, Loss
of prairic dogs has impacied black-footed ferrets,
buzrowing owls, ferruginous hawks, golden eagles,

See Yanishing on Page §
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Executive Commitlee

Jim Hannan, Chair

988-5760 jrarnan505@aol,com
Edward Sullivan, Viee-Chair

255-5966 x106 sully@nmwild.org
Jenniter Johnson, Conservation Chair
289-9183 yomi@nm.net
Laurence Gibson, Secrefary
915-594-7342 lgibson@utep.eduy
Blair Brown, Cenira/ Group, Treasurer
265-3231 BBlairB2@aol.com
Barbara, Johnson, Council Defegate

466-4933, Lunak3@acl.com

dohn Buchser

820-0201 jbuchser@earthlink.net
Kellie Goudreau

232-3721 kellie@unm.edu

Nerma McCallan

471-0005 nmecallan@mindspring.com
Susan Martin

988-5206 smartin31 @ worldnet.atl.net

Doug Fraser, Sania Fe Group
474-7615 or §62-5204
Fred Hartline, Fajarito Group
§61-9031 rbhart! @ fastpoint.com
Ted Mertig, E/ Paso Group
815 852.3011 TMertig@earthlink.net
Margot Wilson, Southern Group

744-5860 margolwilson4 0@ hotmeif.com)
Staft
Jennifer de Garmo, Conservation Organizer
243-7767 nmexfisld] @ prodigy.net
2437771 fax

202 Central SE, Suite 101
Albuguerque, NM 87102

Sierra Club Structure

The Club has threc structural levels, The Natioral
Board of Directors determines 1he overal] direction
of the Club. The National Organization is subdivided
into Chapters, and each Chapter is further divided
into Groups. One representative from each Chapter
teports te the National Board through the Council of
Ctub Leaders.

The [argest purt of the Chapter's budget goes 1o the
the salacy and expenses for Jennifer and a part-lime
lobbyist, followed by the printiitg and mailing of this
Newsletter,

www.riogrande.sierraclub.org
Pajarito Group, P.0O, Bax 945, Los Alamos, NM 87544
Cenlral NM Group Sauthern NM Group

PO Box 25342 P.C. Box 3705 UPB
Albuguerque, NM 87125-5342 Las Cruces, NM 88003

260-9857 522-3421
Santa Fe Group El Paso Group
621 Old Sanla Fe Trad, 10 PO. Box 8191

Santa Fe, NM 87501
983-2703

El Paso, TX 79983
915 584-7342

Sierra Club Nafional Southwest Regional Office
85 Becond St 2nd Floor 516 E. Partland St,
SanFrancisco, CA 94105 Phognix, AZ 85004

415 977-5500 602 284-9330
258-6533

FAX:

Campaign Chairs

Sand & Gravel  Gliff Larsen 466-2128 clarsen@ix.netcomm.com
Spraw! lssues  Edward Archuleta B820-7452 adarchulata@aol.com

Susan Marlin 588-5206 rmarlin31 @earihlink.net
Water John Buchser 820-0201 jbuchser@eanthlink.net
Wilderness Martin Heinrich 232-7151 miheinrich@acl.com

Edward Suilivan 255-5966x106 sully@nmwild.org

Conservation Issue Chairs

Energy Gafl Ayba 955-9578 gnryba@cybermesa.com
Military Issues  Marianne Thaeler 522-3421 marianne.thaeler@sierraclub,org
Mining Abe Jacabson §72-8579 abe.jacobson @worldnet.atl.net

Glif Larsen 466-2128 clarsen@ix.netcomm.com
National Parks Gourtney White 982-5502 widwst@r66.com
Rangelands Barbara Johnson 466-4935 Lunah3@aol.com
Trade Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish @aol.com
Transporation Ken Hughes 474-0850 n1family@nels.com
Waste Reduction Jay Morow 677-3137 imorow@mercury.bemcs,gov
Wildlife Liz Waish M5 747-5421  EWalsh@utep.edu

Roger Peterson 9837559 regpete@aol.com

Activism
Fundraising  OPEN
Listservers Jahn Buchser 820-0201 jbuchser@earthlink.net
Legal Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@aol.com
Membership  Ted Merti 915 852-3011  tmertig@earihlink.net
Personnet OPEN
Palitical OPEN
Webmaster Biair Brawn 266-3231 BBfairB2@aol.com
Outings

Qutings Noma McCallan 471-0005 nmeealian@ mindspring.com
Inner City : R
Outings TFed Merlig 915 852-3011  imenig@earthlink net

Regional and National Representatives
Southwest Region Conservation Committee (SWRCC)
Ted Merlig, Jeanifer Johnson
Coungil of Club Leaders Delegate
Barbara Johnson; Norma McCallan (alternale)

Sierran
Editor John Buchser B20-0201 jbuchser@earthlink.net
223 N. Guadalupe #419, Santa Fe, NM 87501(email preferred!!}
Layout Richard Johnson 277-4144 rsheghan@unm.adu

Advertising OPEN

All phone manbers avea code 505 unless othervise noted,

The Rio Grande Sierran is published six limes a year by the Rio Grande Chapler of the
Sierra Club as a benefil for Sierra Club members living in New Mexico and West Texas.

Make address changes by conlacling Membership Services at 415 977-5649 or send
mamber name and number lo address.changes @sierraciuh.org

Non-member subscriptions at $10.00 per year are available. Send checks to Blair Brown,
Treasurer; 22268 Wyoming NE, PMB 272, Abuguerque, NM B7112. Please allow 8 weeks
for processing.

The opinions expressed in signed articles in the Rio Grande Sierran are the opinions of
lhe writers and not necessarily those of the Slerra Club. Articies may be freely reprinfed for
non-profit  purposes, provided thal credit is given to the author and the Rio Grande Sierran
(Please let us know if you reprint.) Products and services advertised in the Rio Grande
Sierran are not endorsed by the Sierra Club.

Conlributions are welcome from members.  Email contributions preferred,  Send 1o
jbuchser@earthlink.net  or mail to John Buchser, 223 N. Guadaulupe £418, Sanig Fe, Ni
87501, All submissions MUST be received by the 10th of the month prier ta publica-
tien. {The Rio Grande Sierran is published in early January, March, May, July, Septembar,
and Movember) Pholos, artwork and poems are aiso welcome. Lelters and arlicles are
subjecl to abridgemant.

Edilorial practices as developed by the Grand Canyon Chapter and adopted by the Ric
Grande Chapler wiil be used in preduction of the Ric Grande Sierran. Leiters o the editor
over 500 words will be edited for length or returned lo the author for editing, Submissicns of
Rio Grande Chapter members will take precedence over other submissions.

Content of Group pages are lhe responsibilily of the edilor for that group and any policies
that are in place from the applicabla Group. Contact editor for adverlising policy and rates.

Printed on 100% post-consumer waste newsprint by
Printworld in El Paso.
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The “Clean Power Act
of 2001”7

By Dirk Manskopf, Sterra Club's Environmensal
Quality Program

We all use electricity in our daily lives, al-
most without thinking about it — turning on the
lights, listening to the radio, and using computers,
If we stopped and leamsed about the energy we
use, we would encounter some shocking realitics
about the impacts of the energy production pro-
cess on the environment and our health.

With all the amazing technological advance-
menis over the Jast century, one thing that has rot
changed very much is our reliance on fossil fuels,
in panicolar, coal to generate eleciricity. In the
US 1oday, ceal is the number one source of elec-
tricity produced (54%), followed by nuclear
sources (21%), hydropower (16%), natural gas
(9%), oil {2%), and other ron-renewables (3%).
As the producer of the largest share of our nation’s
eaergy, coal-fired plants are also some of the dirti-
est.

Many older coal fired power plants have en-
joyed a loophole in the Clean Air Act, allowing
them to aveid modernizing with pollution controls.
As a result, as many as 600 existing power plants
are between 30-50 years old and are up o190 times
dirtier than new power plants built today. When
the Clean Air Act was proposcd, this loophole was
included to get it passed because of the strong

try. Congress assumed that newer plants would
come into compliance with the Clean Air Act stan-
dards and soon replace the older more polluting
plants, For a variety of reasons, including efforts
to heavily subsidize coal, this has not happened.
Therefore taday we are now faced with a dispro-
portionate amount of pollution coming from these
old, dirty, under-controlled plants.

No other single source of industrial poliution
causes a5 many adverse public health and envi-
ronmental impacts as oid, dirty coal-fired power
plants. Pollution from these dirty piants cuts short
the fives of more than 30,000 Americans each year
and, accorditig to recent siudies, in some instances
may shave several years off a person’s life.

Smog: Power plants are responsible for more
than one quarter of ail smog-forming nitrogen
oxide emissions. More than 100 million Ameri-
cans live in regions that fail 1o meet health-based
smog standards,

Soot: Fine soot particles are both directly emit-
ted by power plants and are formed in complex
reaclions involving sulfur dioxide and nitrogen
oxide. Scientists increasingly believe soot to be
the most dangerous air pollutant, causing 64,000
deaths per year in the US. In addition, studies
have found that soot may cause heart attacks and
arthythmia and that the incidence of strokes and
heart failure is greater in areas with high levels of
soot,

Toxics: Power piants released more than one
billion pounds of toxic peliutants in 1998, more
than any other indusiry except metal mining. One
of the most dangerous loxins is mercury. Power
plants aze responsible for thirty-four percent of atl
mercury emissions. Just one drop of mercury can
contaminate a 25-acre [ake to the point where fish
are unsafe to eat, making mercury conlaminalion
the most cornmeon reason for fish advisories.

Global Warming Poilution: Power plants emit

“eppositioh from the ‘coal-fired powet plant indusssWhat you:can do::

40% of US carbon dioxide pollution. Carbon di-
oxide poflution buiiding up in the atmosphere is
the single biggest contributor to giobal warming.
The latest report by the Intergovernmentai Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC} states that global
warming threatens human populations and the
world’s ecosystems with worsening heat waves,
floods, drought, extreme weather and by spread-
ing infectious diseascs.

On Thursday, March 15th, Representatives
Henry Waxman (D-CA) and Sherwood Bochlert
{R-NY) anziounced the intreduction of the “Clean
Smokestacks Act of 2001,” while Senators Jim
Jeffords (R-VT), Joe Lieberman (D-CT), Susan
Collins (R-ME} and Charles Schumer (D-NY)
announced the introduction of the Senale com-
panion bill, the “Clean Power Act of 2001

Congress is currently considering the Clean
Power Act and Clean Smokestacks Act of 2001.
These companion bifls would dramaticatly cut
power plant emissions for four major pollutants
by 2007, Smog-forming nitrogen oxide emissions
would be eut by 75%, acid rain forming sulfur
dioxide would also be cut by 75%, toxic mercury
emissions would be cut by 90%, ard carbon di-
oxide emissions would return to 1990 levels. In
addition, the these companion bills would require
every power plant to meet the most recent polli-
tion controls required for new sources by the plaats
30Gth birthday or five years after enactment of the
Act, whichever is later.

Zoning Ordinance

Unveiled
By Jennifer Johnson

For the past several years, Sandoval County
has been in the process of re-zoning lands within
the county. They have finally completed the Draft
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance. if you live in
or near Sandoval County this document should
interest you. It can be purchased at the County
building in Bernalillo. The cost is $5.00 for the
Ordinance (46 pages) and $3.50 for the colored
maps (8.5 x £ size). Maps include: Algodones,
Budaghers, Canen, Counselor, La Cueva, La Jara,
La Madera, Pena Blanca, Placitas, Regina, Rio
Rancho and Corrales, and San Ysidro. The maps
show streets and subdivisions. You can view the
ther upstairs in the map departineat.

This is an important document outlining how
land in Sandoval County will be used in the fu-
ture. The Board of County Commissioners will
be considering the Ordinance at their meeting on
May 3, 2001.

What you can do:

* Gela copy of the Draft Ordinance by calling
867-7500, Ask for Shonna in Planning and
Zoning. She can also tell you when and where
the Boards meet.

* Read the document and look over the maps.

.+ Write & letter to the Planning and Zoning De-

¢ Call, email, or write your Representative and
two Senators asking them to cospensor the “Clean
Power Act of 2001." For more information con-
tact: dirk.manskop{@sierraclub.org.
4 Conserve in your home and office by:
* Replacing incandescent light bulbs with com-
pact fluorescent bulbs;
*+ Canlking and weather-strip doorways and win-
dows;
* Installing Jow-flow showerheads and faucets;
* Keeping the furnace and air cenditioner work-
ing properiy;
 Buying energy-efficicnt efectroaics and appli-
ances and making sure to tum them off when
they’re not in use;
* Raising awareness in your community by
speaking with fricrds and neighbors and by;
* Writing, faxing, calling or e-mailing your
Senators, Representative, and the President,

Edited by Jennifer Johnsou, Chapter Conserva-
tion Conumnittee Chair
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" pariment and the Board of County Commis- "~

sioners detailing your views of the proposed
County zoning. PO Box 40, Bernalillo, NM
87004

* Atlend the Board of Commissioners’ meeting
on May 3, 2001,

Bike-to-Work Day, May 18

By Gail Ryba, Energy Chair

The year 2001 marks the 45th consecutive
year that the League of American Bicyclists has
declared May to be National Bike Month. The
League is also promoting Bike-to-Work Week
from May 13 - 19th and Bike-to-Work Day on
Friday, May [8th.

Bicycle advocacy organizations aroutsd New
Mexico are encouraging local businesses and or-
ganizations to promote bicycling for transporta-
tion. On May §8th the University of New Mexico
in Albuquerque will host a lunch event in front of
the UNM Bookstere, and Intel in Rio Rancho will
provide morning bike commuters with treats.

New Mexico Allernative Transit in Santa Fe
is expected to hold a Bike-to-Work Day event on
the Plaza on May 181h, and Santa Fe will also be
the site of the Second Annual Santa Fe Bike Fes-
tival ar the Railyards on Saturday June 2, 2001,
Groups in Las Cruces hosted a celebratory bi-
cycle ride for Barth Day on Saturday April 21st,
Look for a Bike-to-Work Day event in Grants, as
weli,

The latest information on Mew Mexico Bike-
to-Wark Day events can be fouad at
htip/fwww.abgspekes.org
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Final Report:

The Sierra Club at the 2001 Session of the New Mexico

By Doug Fraser and Paul Paryski, Sierra Club
Lobbyists

The 2001 Session of the New Mexico State
Legislatuze ended at noon on March [7 with an
exhavsted sigh of relief from some, sadness for
those whose legislation was tabled or not passed
and elation for these who met with some success.
We think that the Sierra Club belongs 1o the latter
categary since we succeeded in blocking the most
harmful bills (with one notable exception, the
notorious Serate Bill | discussed Lelow) and fa-
cilitated the passage of bills that protect the envi-
ronment and public participation.

The priorities establish by the Sierra Club for
this legislative session were issues refated to wa-
ter, spraswl, wildlife, and mining (sand and gravel).
The session was marked by a plethora of intro-
duced bills, memarials and reseltions, over 2000
of which some 200 were related 1o the environ-
ment.

The session was also marked by sharp baitles
between factions of the Democratic Party over its
leadership. The loss of the former speaker of the
House of Representalives, Representative
Raymond Sanchez. who lost his seal during the
clection, and the removal by a coalition of rebel
Demacrats and Republicans of the former Presi-
dent of the Senate, Manny Aragon, created ripples
of coaflict throughout the entire session.

In fact, many Democrats voted as would a
Repubtican ard vice versa. This added confusion
to the normaily confusing and circus-like atmo-
sphere of the Roundhouse (aptly named).

It was difficult and, at times, impossible 1o
Totlow ail the legislation we koped to. By work-
ing closely with other environmental groups, how-
ever, we managed to cover alinost everything of
importance,

Our work was made even more difficult by
the [eeling among cerlain legistators, particularly
from the rural counties and some other groups,
that environmentalists are elitists responsible for
many of the problems, including wildfires, facing
New Mexico, developers and its agricultural com-
mutities.

The debates over the silvery minnow and other
erdangered species, and the animesity felt towards
the federal government's environmentat regula-
tions are cases in point.

And lengthy debates about pardoning Billy
the Kid, adopting a state history textbook and otler
very low priority issues did not ketp.

Amang the major achievements were:

* The passage of a memorial, House Joint Me-
mortal (HIM59) creating an interim task lorce
under the leadership of Land Commissioner
Raymond Powell 1o write legislation control-
fing sand and gravel pits and their environ-
mental restoration, sponsored by Rep. Roger
Madelena {D-Jemez)); Cliff Larsen, the Si-
erta Club Minirg co-Chair, will be a member
of the task force;

* Passage of a law (Chapter 66) protecting rep-
tiles and amphibians spensored by Rep. Ray
Begaye (D-Shiprock);

* Passage of a law (Chapter 143) giving the
State Engincer’s office more powers to en-

force correct usage of waler resources SPOR-
sored by Pauline Gubbels (R-Albuquerque);

* Passage of a Jaw (Chapter 101} wiich permits
New Mexico 10 cooperate with neighbering
states in persccuting violators of wildlife iaws
sponsored by Rep. Mimi Stewart (D-Alb-
uquerrque);

* Passage of a law (Chapter 218) which pro-
tects the right to petition government 5pon-
sored by Reps.Patsy Trujillo Knaver (D-Santa
Fe) and Pauline Gubbels (R-Albuquerque);
please see discussion below;

* Passage of a faw (Chapter 151) which creates
mieasuzes to protect the night sky against Jligh
pollution sponsored by Rep. Pauline Gubbels
(R-Albuguerque);

* Passage of a law (Chapler 5) delaying the de-
segulation of the electricity indusiey spon-
sored by Senator Michaei Sanchiez (D-Belen):

* Passage of a law (Chapter 323} adding used
oil to the list of hazardous wasies sponsored
by Rep. Brattan (R-Hobbs);

* Passage of a law (Chapter 207) which restricts
drilling of new domestic water wells spon-
sored by Seizator Carlos Cisneros (D-Taos);

* Passage of SIM83 which establishes an in-
lerim commitice lo restructure the State's
agencies responsible for the management of
water resources sponsored by Senator Diane
Snyder (R-Alsuquerque) . The Siema Club
has been asked 1o join the interim committee:

* Defeat of HBGLE, a takings bill sponsored by
Rep. Rob Burpo (R-Albuquerque);

* Defeat of SB538 which attacked the endan-
gered species act spotsored by Senator Steve
Kemadina (R-Carrales );

* Defeat of HB77 which adversely amended the
State’s Subdivion Act sponsored by Rep.
James Taylor (D-Albuquerque);

* Modification of bills conceming the use of
pesticides and herbicides.

A suceessful elfort was made to pass an anti-
SLAPP law. This bill protects people from being
sued for millions of dollars by nascrupulous de-
velopers whose only purpose is to silence public
opiniot: opposing their projects. Such suits have
ruined many citizens’ lives,

At first the trial lawyers asseciation and the
BCl opposed the bili, but after careful mediatjon
and negotiation their support was oblained. Guid-
ing this bill through commitice after committee
was not easy. Anti-SALPP legislation has been a
major priority for the national Sierra Club since
the early 1990,

Anather major effort was made to defeat the
Fire Damaged Tree Removal in National Forests
Law now incorporated in Chapter 7 of the session
laws, othenwise know as Senate Bili 1. This law
addresses a very serious problem, the risks of more
wildfires in New Mexico and the less than ad-
equale and yet sometimes excessive measures
taken in the past by the Federal Government to
prevent and combat wildfices.

The law allows county authoritics to unilat-
craily enter Nalionai Forests, using contracted
lumber companies, for the purpose of thining un-
dergrowth and removing fire damaged trees.

The bill is clearly unconstitutional. In addi-
tion the Federal Govermment has already made
funding available 1o address the problem. What
is needed is not conflict, it more lunding and
cooperation. The bill became an issue of state's
rights and of land grant access 10 Federal lands.
The media widely reported our opposition,

Throughout the session we maintained a bill
watchlist and informed the executive committes
of the latest developments. We held a number of
coordination meetings with other environmental
lobbyists.

We would like 1o thank those who respond-
ed to aur alerts und contacted their representatives
and senators.

All ratures
Great and

Pholoby Gary Braosch
“Every good thing, great and smali,
needs defense.”—John Muir

Join today and receive
a FREE Sierra Club
Backpack!

i [ Yes, i want 1o heip saloguard our nation's
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Mexico and southern Colorado, a Jand-based Indo-
Hispano village culture persists against all odds.
For over four cenluries, these isolated ranching
and fanmring communities survived the rigors of
{rontier iife in the fasthest comner of the Spanish
kingdom, generations of raiding by nomadic
tribes, rebellions, wars and conguest, e vagar-
ies of weather, dispossession of community lands,
and desperate poverty. But they have done more
than simply survive. A distinciive culiure devel-
oped in the region that remains a dynamic and
deflining presence today. And after centuries of
continuity and adaptation, rural viilagers have
acquired a powerful sense of belonging, a rooted
knowledge and reverence for their “hometand.”
thal has become rare in the medern world, “Their
families have lived here for centaries; their roots
are in the land; their heasts and souls are there.
The tie is really mystical,” explained Father
Benedict Cucsta in the §970s.

Though ricl in culture and history, local His-
panics have not shared in national ecoromic pros-
perity throughout most of the twentieth century.
Even today, while the Uniled States enjoys one of
the strongest economic booms in history, New
Mexico semains the poorest state with the highest
rate of “food insccmity” in the nation. And the
nerh-central counties of Mora, Rio Arriba, and
Taos are among the poorest in the siate.

Impoverished rral {familics have come 1o
depend on the meager cconomic buffer provided

= by grazing a few cattic:or sheep or what'are mow ==

US Forest Service and Bureau of Land Manage-
ment lands. Another important dimension that
makes the northern New Mexico situation unigue,
is the fact that many of these “public” lands were
coramunity land granis that were dismantled and
lost over the last hundred and fifty years through
the machinations of the US legal system.

Tt is clear from all the research, and omincusly
abvious to local ranchers, that ending public lands
grazing here would have a devastating impact on
an alteady strained local economy, on the social
fabric of rural communities, and on the continu-
ity of a centuries-old culturat tradition. Though
not an igsue that is rormally considered within
the realm of environmental justice, a zero-graz«
ing policy would have an impact on a largely poor,
Hispanic population as negative as any discrimi-
natory envirenmental policy that threatens the
health and welfare of disenfranchised popuiations
of people of color in any other context.

Law professor Eileen Gauna frames environ-
mental justice as *'a challenge that all should be
concemmed about in a sociely that is commitied to
the ethical precept of basic faimess,” Providing
support and economic and social safety nets for
those less privileged has iong been part of our
national culture, In this context, access to public
lands for grazing is the safety net that keeps some
families from destitute poverty or displacement
te some poor inner-city barrio.

Environmental Justice

During the last decade of the twentieth cen-
tury, the environmental moverzent was forced to
recognize the fact that people of celor and the poor
have been left out of the dialogue about enviren-
mental issues and often fall through the cracks of
envirenmental regulations.7 While we were busy
worrying about the pressing problems of dwin-
dling wildlands, dammed, overappro-prizted and

polluted rivers, and biodiversity, poor people got
poorer and continued to bear the bruat of toxic
industry, Certain envirormental groups, inciud-
ing the Sietra Club, responded commendably by
broadening their approach to al least consider en-
vironmental juslice issues, But some people and
somme issues continue to fall through the cracks.

Discrimination in the implementation and
enforcement of environmental poficics and pub-
lic health impacts from environmental conditions
or hazardous wasle are unguestionably critical
problems, but environmental justice is about more
thaz that, 1 is also about widening the discourse
on environmental issues o include the pers-
pectives, vatues, and concerns of the iraditionally
ignored populations of pecple of coler and the
poot.

In 1992, then Sierra Club Exccutive Director
Michael Fisher calied for "a friendly sakecover of
the Sierra Club by people of color,” and optimist-
icalty declared that "the struggle for eavironmes-
tal justice in this country and around ihe globe
must e a primary goal of the Sierza Club during
its second century.”

An anthropologist al a recent conference [ at-
tended suggested that there will soon be no na-
ture to protect unless we address social justice is-
sues (o share the world's resources more equila-
bly. Proteciing natural ecosystems will become a
maot paint, i other words, if the poor of the world
continue to be left farther and farther behind, strug-

‘gling for'their slice of a-shrinking'pic‘ofintural ™

resources. As one pecson put i, “In the metaphor
of o rapidly sinking ship, we are ail in the same
boat, and the people of coler are closest to the
hole.”

Environmental justice is not whole, then, un-
fess it recognizes the inescapable global forces of
political economy that perpetuate cycles of pov-
erty and environmental abuses, and unless it ad-
dresses social and economic justice as integral
components.

Despite many ongoing cllorts in nerthern New
Mexice, bridging those persistent gaps belween
ervironmental, social, and economie concerns is
still a challenge. It straddles and obscures com-
fortable categories aid tests the limits of the more
strident and <ogmatic on both sides of the prover-
bial fence. For lack of a handy category, this per-
plexing hybrid activism is even occasion-ally, and
inaccurately, lumped together with the stridently
anti-cavironmental “wise use” movement.

Rancher and professional range manager
Virgil Trjillo says it well. “The eavirormental
movement has been excellent in the sense that it
makes us sware of our environment, But we've
got to stop the nensense of wasting all those re-
sources, attacking each other, yelling ateach other.
Tumn the situation around and let's start yelling
for each other, for each other’s health, so to speak.”

Findings

While the abject poverty aisd economic crisis
that spawned the New Deal era of the 1930s may
e ancient history to most Americans, northicrn
New Mexico still carries that legacy. Any way you
spin the statistics, New Mexico ranks as the peor-
est state, the three northern counsies of Mera, Rio
Arriba, and Taos are even poorer, and the local
Hispanic population is among the poorest of the
poor. All secioecenomic indicators paint a con-
sistent picture of chronic poverty and limited ac-

cess to education and other opportunities. 1n this
context, most lecal ranchers are just scraping by,
supplementing meager incomes {rom other jobs
with the litle economic bulfer provided by graz-
ing a few caltle on public land.

MNorll:ern New Mexico callle ranching is a
small-scale enterprise. The average size of a graz-
ing permit on the Samta Fe National Forest, for
instance, is 41 cattle. Only eight percent of alt
permils on the forest are for herds anywhere near
a commercial seaje of 100 or more. With Lthe char-
acleristic small operalions in this struggling
economy, prefit margins from sanching ase slim
to none. Instead, local Hispanic ranchers often
view Lheir tiveslock as “banks-on-the-hool™ that
can be tapped in hacd times, used as a backup for
emergencies. used to cover unpredictable periods
of snemploymens, or o pay college tuition for
their kids. Basic subsistence by way of meat and
milk are an imsportant part of that bank account
for most families.

“That's knpul,” says Apareio Gurulé about the
impact to his family ranching operation of ending
public lands grazing. A 1994 study found that if
public lands ranchisg were shut down, 56 percent
of those surveyed in New Mexico would continue
Lo operate, but on a smaller scale, and 44 percent
would not. In a strapped economy, realistic alter-
natives are few and far between,

Cattle ranching in northern New Mexico may
in {act not be economically viable in a purist cco-

“nomicanalysis:Butthe-danger ‘of straight and ™~

narrew economic thinking is that it fails 1o take
into account the less guantifiable, though no less
important, issues of social well-being and cultural
vitality. A conventional cconomic view also usu-
ally fails to take into account other tangible bul
indirect consequences of steaight economic deci-
sions.  Eocal smail-scale ranching may not seem
aworthy pursuit in our modern, technelogy-based,
unaway economy, but exchanging a rural eco-
nomic struggle for an urban one, or pushing rural
villagers closer 10 poverly and wellace, cleasly
makes no sense economically or socially,

Responsibility and respect toward the envi-
ronment is expressed in nutmerous and weil- docu-
mented traditional Jand-use practices, cultural
values and customs, sayings or dichos, and oral
history comprising parables of the cthics and
moratity of caring for the land. No culture on the
plaret can claim a history of peelect, sustainable
natural resource stewardship. Nonctheless, an
ethos of restraint is and has been the general guid-
ing principle of resource use, or cullural ccology,
in nerthern New Mexico for centuries.

A history of astonishing injustice surround-
ing the Joss of communal land grants is a preva-
lent theme among local villagers, and particularly
relevant to questions about public lands. In a nut-
shell, “The establishment of national forests in
New Mexico also resulted in the abrogation of
Spanish-American propesty rights. Much of the
jand now included in the National Forest Systern
in northern New Mexico was once part of the
many Spanish and Mexican land grants in the re-
gion. The inkabitants of the numerous Spanish-
American mountain villages located their settle-
ments in valleys and along streams wherever val-
ley Hoors were large enough for village sites and
irrigated farm plots. The forested mountains, usu-
aily part of the village communal lands or gjidos,
wege used {or grazing, hunting, fishing, and ob-

See Land on Page 6
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taining firewood. . . . When the Forest Service
acquired these lands, these use rights were not ac-
knowledged. The loss of grazing lands and the
resources of the mountain forests brought pov-
erty to a large number of Spanish-American vil-
lage people.”

Beyond the extensive litcrature about the long
history and the social, cuitural, and economic
importance of ranching in this area, it’s alse im-
poriant to hear directly from the people who stilt
do it and who would be most directly affected by
shutling down public fands ranching. Aleng with
the other research, Linterviewed six northern New
Mexico sanchers who rely on federal public lands
grazing for some portion of their livelihood, and
their veices are found throughoul the seport. They
include Ricardo Fresquez of Mora; Aparcio
Gurulé, a full-time ranchere from Cuba; George
Maestas and Andie Sanchez of the Santa Barbara
Grazing Association; rancher and economist Joe
Torres of the Valle Vidal Grazing Asscciation; and
Virgil Tnyjillo, ranch manager at Ghost Ranch and
board member of The Quivira Coalition.

“These are not people with a narrow
anti-environmental, pro-industry
agenda. The world is not that black
and white in northermn New Mexico.”

These are not people with a narrow anti-envi-
ronmental, pro-industry agenda. The world is not
that black and white in northem New Mexico,
They are just reasonable men who care about the
land, their communities, and their culture, who
are simply trying to make a living like everyone
clse, Here is some of what they have to say:

In a common lament, George Maesias says
that theze is a “presumpiion that teaditional ssers
have ruined or wilt i these public lands. In gen-
eral, cur riparian areas and forests ase relatively
healthy.” Policy and management decisions that
affect ecological health are out of local ranchers®
hands, he says. “To the extent that our [orests”
health has deteriorated, it can largely be attrib-
uted o managemetit policies that have been man-
dated and imposed on us. Policies like indiscrimi-
nate fire suppression, and prohibitions on timber
and firewood removal have left our forests over-
grown with little forage for our caltle or wildlife
and susceptible 1o catastrophic fre.”

Ancther common lament, and something that
myslifies local villagers, is the way (he national
environmental agenda often lumps together local,
smail-geale, potentially sustainable resource use
with multinational, profit-driven, industrial-scale
cexploitation. As Aparcio Guyulé says, "Don’t com-
pare them with Ted Tuner and those big kids, you
know?”

About policy issues that deal with bio-diver-
sity, Virgil Trujillo says, “Well, I thisk the endan-
gered species protection is critical, but while we
get narrow-minded and focused down on an indi-
vidual species, again——and keep forgetting about
how the whole picture ticks 10 the other—that then
causes a big concerst for me. If we're losing our
watessheds ndso to this tree encroachment, and so
on and so forth. If it’s affecting ihe way our rivers
run aad so on and so forth, it concerns me when
we focus and narrow-mind ourselves down o one

little issue and spend millions of dollars on it, in-
stead of standing back and looking at the big pic-
ture.... It's a complicated issue. I share my envi-
ronment with ail creatures. Ali have equal rights.”

Cenclusion

‘With threats to the natural resource-based ru-
ral econasmy, dack visions of wholesale resort de-
velopment or subdivisions are not far-fetehed in
this area, which is fast being discovered, and
gentrified, by well-heeled immigrants from the
cities. But this is more than a “cows versus cor-
dos” argumens. And it is more than an argument
of cows versus the loss of mese lifestyle or pro-
fession choice. It is an argument of cows vegsus
the loss of a unique culture and society thai have
endured in this region for 400 years.

Without access 10 public lands, it’s clear that
an age-old iraditiont, and an essential iocal cco-
nomic pursuit, would probably be over. Losing
fegal title 10 community land gzants is one thing,
but losing all access to centuries-old waditional
grazing fands would be the final blow. Not only
would the rich fabric of social, cultural, and eco-
nomie continuity begin to fray, but local ranchers
who arc barely staying affoat as it is in a floundes-
ing tocal economy would find themselves in worse
condition, siruggling 1o provide even the basic
comforts, food, and education for their families.
1t would be yet another in the long legacy of in-

justices 1o impoverished Hispanic villagers,

Note: If you would like a copy of Atencio’s full
repert, cantact the Santa Fe Group ar 983-2703.

Seection Process for
2002-2004 Executive
Committee Underway

Each year, three dedicated members are
selected by the Rie Grande Chapter. These
members each serve a three-year term.

We are fortunate 1o have a kard-working
executive committee with a wide diversity of
backgrounds and experiences.

This group consists of rine clected members
and a represeatative from each group. They
determine the priorities for the chapter and
determine which politicians are worthy of the
Club's endorsement. As the leading member-
ship-driven group in the area, we can
make a difference for the environment.

‘The following folks have voluntecred 10
help find a suitable siate of candidates. If you
know of anyone (you?) who has an interest in
being involved in a leadership rofe with the
iocal Chapter, please have them comtact one of
the foilowing felks:

Cecily Vix (Central)
Cheryll Blevius (Southern)
Ann Falknor (El Paso)
Abe Jacobson (Pajarito}
Doug Fraser (Sania Fe)

The candidases who are selected by the nominat-
ing committee will be anrounced in a future
issue of the Rio Grande Sierran. At that time
there wil be an opporiunity to become a candi-
date by petition.

Campaigns from Page |

is only then that the real work begins.

Nexi comes the establishment of conservation
and organizational goals for the campaigns. The
conservation goals need 1o be things that can hap-
pen in a pasticular segion and political climate,
given the time frame and available resources, A
campaign should leave a group larger and siron-
ger than before it was undertaken, and the organiz-
ational goals should specify exactly how this will
be achieved and give a way of guantifying and
measuring success,

Right now individual groups aze in the pro-
cess of planning the campaigns. Nearly every
campaign, in order 1o be successfui, has the re-
cruitment of new activists as one of its first goals,
It is hoped they will prove interesting and relevant
to cur members and will encourage you to get in-
volved.

“A canpaign should leave a group
larger and stronger than before it was
undertaken”

Last year we hired a Staff Person, Jennifer de
Garmo, 10 help the Chapter increase activism and
member participation and to heip us launch and
cawry out successlul campaigns. Jennifer has been
working hard with the groups to plan their cam-
‘paigns:~ Her presence has been worthwhile by
helping several of our groups reorganize and in-
crease member participation,

The Santa Fe Group Sprawl Campaign is
working to prevent development around the new
bypass atd on Santa Fe County epen space pur-
chases.

The El Paso Grovp Water Campaign is acting
as Watchdog of the water utility board (PSB), bas
a Conservation education praject in progress, and
is looking at the mayoral campaign as an oppor-
tunity for change.

Fhe Albuguerque Group Water Campaign kas
enlisted an eleven member committee of new ac-
tivists, and is working to see that Conservation
efforts slow and reduce West Mesa sprawl.

CJiff Larsen enlisted the aid of people frem
several communities which have been impacted
by Sand and Geavel mining. Though their elforls
to pass a bill in the legislature failed this year the
effort will continue next year and prospects ap-
pear good that legislation will be passed that will
reguiate this overlooked environmental issue.

The hizdividual Groups should be keeping their
members infermed about the progress of their
campaign. So watch the pages of the upcoming
issues of the Siesran and be prepared to help out
when the campaign calls for volunteers.

SIERRA
CLUB

TOURDED 189}
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Managing the Valles

Caldera National Preserve
By Jennifer Johnson

The remarkable and historic legislation,
drafted by New Mexico Congressional delegates,
and the final Act, passed by Congress and signed
by President Clinton, authorizing acquisition of
the Valies Caldera, makes plain the vision and in-
tent of its drafters. First, that becanse the Valles
Caldera constitutes a unigue land mass, its scien-
lifie, scenic, historic, and natsral values, includ-
ing rivers and ecosystems and archaeclogical,
zeological and cultural resources, should be pro-
tected and preserved for future generations. Sec-
ond, that it could provide public recreation op-
portunities for hiking, fishing, camping, cross-
country skiing, and hanting. Third, that certain
features that have histerical and religious signifi-
cance to Native Americans should be preserved
and pretected. Fourth, that through operation of
the Preserve as a working ranch under a manage-
ment regime that would protect the land and re-
saurce values of the property and surrounding
ecosysien, it can serve as a model for sustainable
{and development.

The Rio Grande Chapter (RGC) of the Si-
errd Club advocates caveful stewardship of the
Preserve and believes the best management sce-
nario should be based on the principle that the best
return to the public comes from emphasizing as-
pects of the Preserve not commonly found else-

..where in the Southwest or.the pation.. . fost

We feel that many of the Preserve’s atiributes
are ¢ither rare or of unasually high quality. These
attributes merit special care and management be-
cause they account for the more important values
the property has to offer. These attributes include
the Preserve's pristine appearance, which makes
it scem to be a place dominated by nature and
whiere one could enjoy solitude with little risk of
being bothered by otlers; scenic guality, with an
exceptional mix of broad valleys, forested moun-
fains, expansive views, and changing seasonal
diversity of flora and fauna; voicanic fealures,
which are famous among the world’s calderas and
of great scientific value; and wiidlife diversity,
which ranges from the secretive Jemez Mountain
salamander, 1o the ubiquitous herds of ¢lk.

Ad the numerous public mectings of the Board
of Trustees, a very vocai and inspired contingency
of activists have been advocating against road clo-
sures and for trails in the Preserve being opened
to off-road vehicle use.

Forest Service data show that forest roads
cause landscape fragmentation, soil erosion resuit-
ing in sedimentation and pollution of streams and
springs, destruction of wildtife habitat and disrup-
tiow of eik herds, and air, noise, and visual pollu-
tior, The RGC therefore recommends adoption
of a very limiled public rond network that excludes
motorized use in the far reaches of the Preserve,
within quality viewsheds, and besween dusk and
dawn.

Much of the adjacent Santa Fe National For-
est is open to off-road vehicle use and sueh use is
incompatible with the Preserve's more itmportant
values. We also recomaend that noise-producing
atf-road vehicle traffic (inctuding AT Vs, molor-
bikes, motorcyeles and snowmobiles) not be al-
lowed within the boundaries of the Preserve. Low
flying aircraft should also be excluded within the

boundarics of the Valles Caldera.

Wirat You Can Do:
= Write or call the Board of Trustees, or attend a
pubtic meeting and voice your desire for a lim-
ited road network and exelusion of off-road
vehicle use in the Preserve.

For More Infornmation:

* Visit the Valles Caldera Preserve and the Board
of Truslees” web page on the Santa Fe Na-
tional Forest web site;
Ttpe/fiwww. fs fed.us/r3/sfe/

San Juan Power Plant

Polluting Four Corners Area
By Jenaifer Johnson

Construcied in the 1970°s and located 15
miles northwest of Farmington, New Mexico, the
Sar Juan power plant has a cumulative electrie
generating capacity of 1,600 megawatts. It es-
senlially operates ali the time at the highest rate
susiainable, burning approximately six million
tons of coal per year, The coal that fuels the plant
comes from (wo nearby strip mines. The coal from
these mines is high in sulfue by western standards,
containing an average of 1.6 Ibs. sulfur dioxide
per million BTU.

Because the San Juan plant is so old, it has
sub-standard technology for controliing sulfur

. digxide,. particulate matter. and nitrogen oxide.

cmissions. Between 1991 and 1997, the plant's
consumption of coal increased 58% yielding a
55% tncrease in nitrogen oxide emissions, and a
6G3% increase in suifur dioxide emissions, It is
probable that a similar increase in particulale
matier emissions oceurred because there was no
change in particulate matter control technology
or operation.

“A yellow-brown haze hangs over the
Four Corners area. Many area resi-
dents are concerned about the air
pollution.”

San Juan's 1998 operating permil states the
facility emits into the atmiosphere: 35,815 tons of
sulfur dioxide- roughly cqual to the entive suifur
dioxide release from all sources in Los Angeles,
5,046 rons of particulate matier- equivalent to the
cumulative annval lailpipe cmissions from
3,150,000 late model cacs, 38,816 tons of nitro-
gen oxides per year—equivalent o the camula-
tive annual tailpipe emissions from 2 million iate
model cars, and 14 million tons of CO2 every year-
equivalent to cutling down approzimately 378
million trees every year.

Each unit at San Juan has a different sct of
owners but overall the plant is owned by PNM,
Tueson Electric, So. Calif. Public Power Authos-
ity (SCPPA), Tri-Stale G&T, M-S-R Public Power
Agency, City of Farmington, Los Alamos County,
City of Anzheim, and Utah Associated Municipat
Power Sysicms (UAMPS).

A yellow-brown haze hangs over the Four
Comers area. Many area residents are concerned
about the air pollution resulting frorm the plant’s

emissions and alareed by the increase in respira-
tory illnesses. Some residents suspect the plant
was situated where it is 50 that emissions would
escape to Utah or Colorado thereby making en-
forcement difficull,

Whar You Can Do:
« Write a lelter to the Editor of your local

newspaper.

« Faik to friends and neighbors about focal
illnesses they suspect are related to piant
discharges. Then, confront your locat
politicians about the probiem and vrge them
10 seek a solution,

Trail Maintenance in the
Pecos, July 14-15

By Linda Buchser

See ancient bristiccone pines in New Mexico!
Look a peregrine in the eye from twelve feet away!
View sheepherders® tree carvings from the early
20M century!

Ciimb over 1,400 feet in less than two miles.

And, clear out the Dominguez Trail, which
was constructed by local and national Sierra Club
members and which was a significant factor in the
Club receiving a “Take Pride in New Mexico”
award,

The Dominguez Traif begins about 5.5 miles
up the West Fork of Santa Barbara Creek, and pro-
ceeds over an 11,200 foot ridge to drop down to
the Trampas Trail.

Parts of the trail coincide with a former sheep-
herders® route where the aspens display names and
dates from the carly 1900s. This connection ex-
pands the hiking possibitities in the popular north
Pecoes Wilderness area, providing a speciacuiar
view of the Truchas Peaks basin and nesth into
Colorado.

The ridge between the high point of the
Dominguez and the North Truchas Peak, off rail
but fairly casy walking, will lead you 1o a scalter-
ing of bristlecone pines. The last time we visited,
a peregrine landed on a snag 1o give us a carclut
insgeclion.

Qur wotk will focus on clearing out irees
downed by an avalanche several wislers ago. Two-
person crosscut saws (“misery whips™), Paiaskis,
and hard hats wili be provided.

In addition to the usual backpacking gear and
food, you will need 1o bring long pants, leather
boots, leather work gloves, rain gear, and enthusi-
asm.  If you're full of enthusiasm bul doubt your
ability with the tools, never fear! Those chopping
and sawing will reed others to haul the trees and
brush off-trail.

We will leave from the Sarla Fe Sicrra Club
Office at 7:00 a.m. Satugday July 14, and retam to
town approximately 8:00 pum. on Sunday, July 5.
Reserve a place on this work trip by calling
John or Linda Buchser at 820-0261 by noon
Thursday July 12, we need this information in
order to coordinate with the Forest Service.

Additional trips are planned for the weekends
of August 4/5 and 25/26 to continue the work,
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Legislature Awash In
Water Bilis

By John Buchser, Water Issues Chair

The legislature this year continued with the
trend we have observed the last several years:
about 25% of the bills have semething to do with
water. The painful reality is that we camiotl pos-
sibly analyze this many bills.

As a result, the Club works with other orga-
nizations that recognize the importance of improv-
ing our ability to deal with the compiex issue of
water Jaw in New Mexico,

Cur strategy this session was to focus only
on biils that were particularly importaat, that were
not otherwise being covered by other organiza-
tions® lobbyists, and that had a chance of being
signed by the Governor.

The New Mexice Accquia Association was
successful in gelting a memorial passed that is
quite important to the traditiona? farmers in North-
em New Mexico, but is alse impertant to those of
us in the cities. This memorial restricts surface
water-rights transfers across Olewi Guage, a mea-
suring point on the Rio Grande between Santa Fe
and Los Alamos. Although this memorial does
net have the force of faw, it strenghthens the hard
of the State Engineer, who has not approved any
surface water transéers from north of this guage
ai this time.

I is important in helping growing communi-
lies like Santa Fe County realize that there is only
a finile amount of water available, and we must
recoguize these limits as our human population
grows, {Debbie Rodella, HIMVG]

One version of a water-rights notification bill
was signed by the govemor. Although this bill
was not as strong as other notification bills that
were presented to the governor, it does lake a step
in the right direction.

This bill helps te insure that the affected pub-
lic is notified in a Jocal newspaper of appiications
for sub-surface water rights. [Joe Stell, H833}

Additional monies were approved for comple-
lion of regional water planning. Thousand Friends
of New Mexico was the principal organization
helping to insure that this $1.5 million appropria-
tion survived a second opporturity to the
Governor's desk. The Governor should be thanked
for not taking this appropriation hostage, [Max
Coll, H997]

The City ol Santa Fe was suceessful in get-
ting legal recognition of a policy it established
several years ago. The Cily Council recognized
that City resideats putting in private wells to avoid
drought period water restrictions was detrimental
1o the waler table, as well as unfair to those taking
short showers! However, the City's policy of re-
stricting new wells within 300 feet of existing
water lines was not backed by State law. Now it
is. {Carlos Cisneros, S602]

The Club’s major success was the survival of
State Engineer Enforcement Autherity. Up to now,
if water-waslers were using [ar more than their
righiful quaatity of water, the only 1hing the State
Engineer could do is take them to court, The ac-
tual court proceeding could be years later, In the
meantime the waste could continue, witk no real
downside {or the irreverent water users. Now, a
procedure is in place for the State Engineer to have
a public administrative hearing, and 1o charge up
1o $100 a day for the wastefui vse. [Pauline
Gubbels, 4453 :

Vanishing from Page 1

mountain plovers, rattlesnakes and salamanders
that frequent prairic dog 10wns. The gradual loss
of species resuits in a slow unraveling of nalive
biotic communities,

As these communitics become degraded and
simplified, their abilities to withstand perturba-
tions such as drought, forest fires or insect out-
breaks are impaired. The ability of the native com-
munity of plants and animals to grow products
and to provide services and recreation for man-
kind is reduced. Moreover, the esthetic landscape
of New Mexico, the backdrop for our lives, is di-
minished.

“Greening up GP”

The national grassroots organization of
Republicans for Environmental Protection

Help restore the GOP’s great conservation tradition,
Join REP America today!

www.repamerica.org

£ 0. Box 7073
Deerfield IL 60015
847-940-0320

20TH CENTURY UNLIMITED

Three more great concerts of the
2000-2001 SEASON

March 17, 2001
May 12, 2001
June 23, 2001

INFORMATION:

P.0. Box 2631, Santa Fe, NM 87504-2631
Phone: (505) 820-6401 Fax: (505) 995-0941
Website: www.20thcenturyunlimited.org
TICKETS: Nicholas Potter Books, 211 E, Palace Ave,

ALL TICKETS ARE ONLY $5.
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.NOTES FROM THE.CHAIR . ...,

SANTA FE GROUP MEETINGS

DOVBLE FEATURE 1! Tuesdang, May 15, 7 PM
Public Lands Ranching in Northern New Mexico

Ernest Atencio, local anthropologist, writer, activist, nnd auther
of a Joint Report by the Quivira Coalition and the Santa Fe Group
of the Sierra Club entitled Of Land and Culture: Environmental
Justice and Public Lands Ranching in Northern New Mexico, will
discuss that report and its conclusions about the social, cultural, and
ceonomic consequences of ending the 400-year-old tradition of
public lands ranching in Northern New Mexico,

This free report has been flying off our shelves and has
generated discussion on KUNM, in High Country News and the
Santa Fe Reporter. It infiuenced adoption of the current Sierra
Club Grazing Policy, opening a dialogue on environmental justice
and public lands issues.

We hope you will join us for an interesting discussion.

PAUL CAMPOS - Santa Fe County Commissioner

Newly elected in November 2000, County Commissiener for
District 4, Paul Campos, has land use experience and previously
served as Santa Fe County Attorney. Based on his responses to our
questionnaire and a personal interview in which he expressed his

views on sprawl, open spacce and waler, the Sierra Club endorsed —

Santa Fe Group of the Sierra Club
621 01d Santn Fe Trail « Suite 10 - Plaza Desira - Santa Fe - New Mexico - 87501
505 - 9832703

i i Doug Frazer

On April 23", T had the honor to speak to Ms. Rebecea
Wolle's fifth grade class at the Rio Grande School on Camino
Cabra, near St. John's College. On its owa initiative, the class
developed a community service learning project to fielp an
organization of their own choosing — and they chose the Sierra
Club for their project. Following a small presentation on John
Muir and his [ove of the natusc surrounding us, they presented to
me, on benalf of the Club, a check for just under $300. The
class had raised the money through the sale of handmade piflows
and many other items.

Tiis wonder{ul cocasion caused me to ponder for a moment
on the reasons why I — and afl of us ~ have kept on doing this
type of work — to protect and enjoy the natural environment.
Looking into the eyes of those nine-year-olds, with their wonder
and love of nature and its “critters” - I felt renewed.

Foltowing a very tring, but successful, legisiative session (sce
the Legislative Report on front page), I needed that reminder,
Additionally, I want to personally thank our newest Group
ExCom member, Paul Paryski, for ail of his comradeship and
endurance during this 2001 Session.

After some time for reflection, I would like to give you some
of my thoughts on why we, as 2 community, took so much “heat”
during the legisfative session on two issues: First, last summer's
forest fires, i.¢. we allowed the accumulation and build-up of
forest fuels; and second, endangered species, i.¢. we care more
about animals than people. But the talk to the fifth graders
reminded me that the Club is concerned about both — about
humans and nature as an integral whote. We must protect our
young people's wonder in what God ereated.

CERRILLOS HILLS PARK TRAIL MAINTENANCE

Join the Cesrillos Hills Coalition on Saturday May 19, Sunday
June 10, and Sunday July 22 1o help construct a trail for this new
county park. Meet at 8:30 at the Park’s parking lot on Gravel Pit
Road. Call Paul Cusumano {988-6093-wk) or Glen Wickle
(466-8692) or visit the CHC website at www.cerrilloshills.org for
fusther information and updates.

This is not a Sierra sponsored cvent, but is being published as a
service to the Coalition and for interested members.

ANNUAL SUMMER POTLUCK PICNIC

SUNDAY, JULY 1, 5:30 - 9:00 PM
The Commons

Mark your calendars now for our annual summer picnic, and
pian to bring your family and friends for this convivial gathering,
which is & perfect opportunity to get to know Sierra members
and see old friends. The Commons is at 2300 West Alameda, on
the soushwest corner of Camino Carlos Real, two miles west of
St. Francis Drive.

Please bring at least eight servings’ worth of one of the
following items: casscroles, salads, vegetable dishes, meat entréces,
appetizers, breads, desserts, wine, beer, juices. Dishes, silverware,
a refrigerator, and stovefoven are all available.

The after-dinner program will featurc a slide show by ong of
our members, Norbert Sperlich, longtime outing co-chair,
showing slides from the many outings he has led over the years,

All meetings, outings, and activities
are FREE and open to the public.

Membership meetings are held at the Unitarian Clutrch
107 W. Barcolona 5¢ (between Galisteo and Don Gaspar}).

Mr. Campos in the primary, where hie won in a field of four
candidates. He was uaopposed in the peneral clection. Since jeining
the commission, Mr. Campos has been a forceful voice for his
district and the whole region and proposed a moratosivm on celf
towess in the county until a comprehensive ordinance governing
wireless telecommunications facilities could be considered.

oo e SKI-BASIN EXPANSION PROPOSAL
Hearing Before the Santa Fe County Commission
Tuesday, May 8, 5 PM

The Santa Fe County Commission will hold a public hearing to
consider the request of the Santa Fe ski company for variances
associated with their proposed construction of a 5600 triple chairlift
and associated new ski runs, as well as inceeased snowmaking
capabilities. The proposed lift is to be constructed at tree line on
Deception Peak, about 200" below the top, and will require the clear
cutting of about 25 acres of thick, old growth spruce/fir forest.
Although the community "saved" The Big Tesuque Basin several
years ago after a contentious batite over the ski company's
cxpansion plans, these and a number of other developments
remained in the final plan approved by the Forest Service.

Deception Peak (often called the False Peak of Lake Peak) has
been a popular hiking and saow shocing destination for many years
and has remained surprisingly pristing, considering that it is adjacent
to all the existing construction and hubbub of the Ski Basin. [n
summer it is decked in a carpet of alpine fowers, including the tiny
biue alpine forget-me-not. Once constraction and the ¢lear culting
start, the peak will become a visual nightmare and bear a large
permanent scar. The steep slopes below the peak will likely suffer
severe erosion once cut. The ski company maintains it needs new
facilities 1o ease curfent crowding and congestion, but in the face of
fikely extremes of weather due to global warming and cyclical
climate change, how many Santa Fe winters witl even have
significant snow?

If you are concerned about the increasing sprawl and degradation
on our mountain, please come 1o the hearing at the Santa Fe
County Office Building at the corner of Grant and Sandoval Strects,
andjor send comments to the County Land Use Administrator, PO
Box 276, SF 87504, For more information or this issue, call Page
Pennell (988-2733) or Scott Carson (982-4010), SF Ski Basin
Centainment Coalition.

Green The Earth And Prosper
Third Annunl Peace Day Presented by Cranes for Peace
August 6 - in Santa Fe

Peacemakers who love children and would like to help with
education and other peacemaking activitics please call NetWorks
Productions (989-4482) www.networkearth.org

Rio Grande Sierran—Page 9
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Santa Fe Group News

chenk

SANTA FE GROUP OUTINGS

Sat Sun May
3

Strenuous Hike on La Luz Trail as far as trail conditions
permit. Call leader for details and reservation. Stephen
Markowitz (983-2829)
6 Easy Hike on Chamisa Trail. 5 miles RT, 1240' clevation pain.

Leave 8:30 AM. Jell Jones (466-2389)

Snturday, Moy 12, thru Sunday, May 20
A Week in Escalante Coantry Two modcerate, exploratory 3-day
backpacks in the little visited norih end of the Escalante
deainage, off the Burr Trail: Horse/Walverine Canyons and
Upper Gulch. Also several day hikes, depending on lime
available. Dogs okay. Norma McCallan {(471-0005)

12 Strenueus Bike to Sierra Pelada. Leave 8 AM, Call leader for
reservalion. Ned Sudborough (474-4053)

13 Moderote Hike in high country. Call leader for details and
reservation. Joln Jasper (9864613, 263-5466-cell)

19 Moderate Hike Call leader. Lionel Soracco (983-6715)

20 Moderate Hike on Dockwiller Trail, 8 miles RT, 1700
clevation gain. Carpool from Santa Fe at 9 AM, or meet leader
at north cnd of Glorieta overpass on I-25 at 9:30 AM. Call for
reservation. David Bryant (1-505.757-3477)

26 Easy Bhiding Walk in or near Santa Fe. Beginners, aon-birders,
and expericaced birders all welcome. Bring binoculars.

Leave 8:30 AM. Ron Duflfy (982-2850)
27  Strennous Hike to Cerro Pedernal. 9 miles RT, 1900" elevation
gain, Some rock scrambling, some off-trail hiking. Call leader

ﬁ.‘“\ﬁke for details. Michael DiRosa (663-0648)

PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE OUTINGS LEADER
PRIOR TO A HIKE
FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.

For additional outings in northern New Mexico,
please check the Pajarito Group page(s) in this newsletter,
Sat Sun July

1  Strenuous Hike {o Puerto Nambe on Winsor Lrail, about 11
‘miles, 2000" gain. Leave 8 AM. Lionel Sorncee (983-6715)
7 Ensy Hike to Glorieta’s ghost hotel, 6.5 miles, 850" gain, people
and dogs by reservalion. Tobin Oruch (820-2844)
8  Very Sirenuous Hike to Lake Katherine and beyond, 15-20
miles, 33004400 gain, leave 7:30 AM. Jelf Jones (66-2389)
Saturday, July 14 and Sunday, July 15
Strenuous Trail Maintenapce Backpnek on Dominguez Trail
near Santa Barbara Canyon. Leaves 7 AM Saturday. Call by
noan Thursday 7-12 te confinn attendance. See sepazate article
for details. Joltn & Linda Buchser (820-0201)
Strenuous Hike on Aspen Vista trail to Tesuque Peak, 12
mifes, 2000° gain. Leave 8 AM, cali for reservations.
Ned Sudborough (474-4055})
15 Moderate Hike in high country, 7-10 miles, leave & AM.
Art Judd {982-3212)
Easy_Bird-waiching Walk in or near town, leave 8 AM.
Ron Dufly (982-2890)
22 Strenwous Hike in the Jemez. Leave 7 AM, Norbert Sperlich
(983-1962)
28 Moderate Hike to Grass Mountain in Pecos, dogs okay. Leave
at 8 AM. John Jasper (1-505-263-5466)
26 Moderate Hike to Nambe Lake off Winsor Trail, 7 miles, 2100°
gain. Call for rescrvations, David Bryant (1-505-757-3477)

—
=

[
jiees

Chair — Doug Fraser * 474-7615 J 662-4104 fax
Vice-Chair ~— Barbara Johnson * 466-4935 lunah3@acl.cont
Secretary/Treas — Lionel Soracco 983-6715
Political Commiltee—Susan Martin * 988-5206 smartin@lanl. gov

Membershlp —Norma McCallan *
Newsletter/Publicity — Kay Carlson

471-0005 nmccallan@imindspring.com
082-3926 kearisonwp@earthilink.net

Phane Tree -— Dee Sands 453-3005
Chapter Rep — Doug Fraser * 474-7615
Outings — Norbert Sperlich 983-1962

— Tobin Oruchl 8202844 onchi@lanlgov

Snt Sun Jume

2 Moderate Hike Rail Trail south of fown to support S5F
Conservation Trust's anoval Rail/Trails event to cclebrate
Trails Day. 8-10 mi, 200" gain. David Bryant (1-505-757-3477)
Very Strennous Hike to Thompson Peak (exploratery) or the
Winsor trail crossover, depending on irafl conditions and
wishes of groap. 15 to 20 miles, 2000+ gain, early start. Dogs
okay. Pls cail before 8 PM 6-2. Stephen Markowitz (983-2829})
9 Moderate Hike La Vega meadow off Winsor Trail. 7 mi, 1500
gain. Dops okay. Leave at 8 AM. John Jasper (505-263-5466)
10 Essy Hike on Bear Wallow/Borrego loop rear Hyde Memorial
State Park. 4 miles, 900" gaia. Leave 9:30. Jeff Jones (466-2389)
10  Mpoderate Hike hi ctry, 7-10 i, Ive 8 AM. Art Judd (982-3212)
16 Moderate Hike Hesmit Peak near Las Vepas, Great views! 8
miles, 2700 gain. Call for time, Michael Di Rosa (663-0648)
17 Moderate-Strenuous Hike East Fork box canyon and waterfalls
in Jemez. Requires walking in the river at the end (cliff diving
opticnal!). 8 miles and 800" gain. Norbert Sperlich (983-1962)
Snturday, June 23 thru Tuesday, June 26
Moderately-paced Backpack in the Pecos Wilderress. 32-mile
loop starting at the ski basin. Might possibly be extended to a
40-mile loop depending on conditions. Dogs allowed. Cuil
leader for details and reservations. Bob McKee (672-3426)
23 Strenuous Hike to Trampas fakes and beyond, 14+ miles,
25G0-3000° gain, part exploratory. Very early start. Dogs okay.
Call before 8 PM June 22, Stephen Morkowitz (983-2829)
24  Strenuons Hike to Tesugue Peak. About 7 mites, 2000° gain.
Call for reservations. David Bryant (1-505-737-3477)

-

30 Eagy Bird-watching Walk Leave 8 AM. Ron Dully (952.2890)
34 Moderate Hike Deception Peak, site of proposed triple chair

lift and associated ski runs, Magnificent alpine flowers, and
{hopefully) not a huge swath of clearcutl spruce/lur forest.
Close to 2000’ clevation gain, about 7 miles RT. Dogs okay.
Leave 8 AM. Normn McCallan (471-0005)

HEADS-UP FOR AUGUST

Saturday nnd Sunday, August 4-5.and August 25-26- oo
Strenucus Mpintenance Work Days, mostly cutting downed
trees on Dominguez Trail near Trampas or Santa Barbara.
John Buchser (820-0201)

INTERESTED IN LEARNING TO BACKPACK????

Gail Bryant has said that she would be happy to repeat her
workshop on the basics of backpacking if there is enough interest. The
workshop might involve three evenings of discussion, possibly followed
by a beginner’'s backpack.

If you would like to pasticipate, call Gail (1-505-757-6654)

Cutlngs Notaz - Unlecs sthenvise noled, alt outings leava from the Slora office, 621 Old
Santa Fo Trall, "Plaza Desira,* just scuth of Kaune's Gracery at tho comur of Cld SF Teall
and Pegeo do Peralta, Carpooling vill be arranged. Each hiker should coma prapared o
pay 5¢ & milo to the driver of tho car in which s/iho ridos. Bilng a luneh, watar, sturdy
+iking bosts or shoos, and clothing suitebie for tho weather - leadar reserves thae right to
tuth away anyone whose equipmont of experience eppears unauitable. Leador has right
to elter dostination of hlka or cancel tip due lo wealher, unfavorable conditons, or
insutfic bars of paricipants, Ui led minets must have witten permission
from parenis or guardlans o paricipate; parmission forms are available ol the Sterra Club
office. Dogs not pormitied on hikes unless noted othanwige. Talephene leador for detsils
of the individual hike.

GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
Group Executlye Commitlee: Group Conservotion Commmitlee:
Tuesday, June 4, 6:30 PM Tuesday, May 22, 7 PM
Tuesday, July 2, 5:30 PM Tuesday, June 26, 7 PM
Waler Pot-Luck (John Buchser's house):
Monday, May 14, 6:30 PM
o June Waler Pol-Luck

¢ ¢ SANTA FE GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ ¢

466-2128  clarsen] @ix.aefcom.com
466-2128

820-0201 jhuchser@ecarthlink.net
982-5502  widwsi@rt6G.com
943-7559  rogpote@aol.com

Conservalion — CIff Larsen *
Mining — CIiY Larsen *
Water-Fohn Buchser *

Natlonal Parks-Courtney White *
Rangelands-Reger Peterson

Carson Nat'l Forest-George Grossman 982-1024
Activisl Quiings-Nomma MeCallan * 471-0005 arccatlan@mindspring.com
Growth-Fleanor Eisenmenger * 820-6401

Paul Paryski * 982-5502 pparyski@aol.com
» Member of the SE Group Executive Commiliee
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CENTRAL NM Groupr NEWS

National Monuments, America’s Legacy
By Kellie Goudreau

17 you listen closely, you'll find (he names of our newest National Monuments reflect
(ke diversity and beauty that is America - The Carrizo Plain, Ironwoad, Kasha-Katuwe
Tent Rocks, Grand Staircase-Escalante, Buck Island Reef, the Upper Missouri River-
Breaks, Canyons of the Ancients. These National Monuments, past of our systein of
protecied public lands and the more than 100 that came before them, are a legacy of our
democracy, the pride of our nalion, Since the days of Theodore Roosevelt nearly every
President has protecied National Menuments to reficct snapshets of our conservation
and culueral heritage.

in 1908, President Roosevelt set aside the Grand Canyon as a National Monument, (it
did not become a Natienal Park until 1919) many found Lhe concept a bit eccentric and
questioned the need for such protection. Today millions enjoy its magic. The Grand
Canyon and many other Mational Monuments have become an integral part of a system
of protected public lands enjeyed by millions. Yet as 1he new Administcation begins
goveming, these lands are being treated not as a treasure, but as a commiodity.

Haow Is it that something so special, so important to wildlife, so mucl: 2 part of Ameri-
can culiure ean be degraded or destroyed, with little or no return for the American
people? The answer liss in the financing of political campaigns. In this Iast clection
cycie, the new administration received aver 310 miflion deliars from vil, gas, tirber,
mining and melals industries. Such investipent. demands prompt retums.

Withix hours of laking the oath of office the President was paying dividends, moving to
dismantle the Mational Forest Roadiess Protection Policy {overwhelmingly supported by
the comments of 1.6 million Americans and some 600 public hearings), and removing
¢lean air standards for power plants that coniribule to glebal warming and asthma in
children, Hl¢ announced that the cornerstone of his energy policy was drilling for oil in
Alnska's Arctic Natiogal Wildlife Refuge, despite the fact that doing so would forever
desteoy the greatest diversity and concersmtion of witdlife in our nation, tamishing the
integrily of this unigue picce of America.

While the President has said he won't uado the new National Monuments, the plan
clearly appears sel to quietly shrink their size and manage them for oil, gas and coal

= Drink the Rio Grande...? What’s Next 7

By Susan Gorman
On April 20, 2001, over 150 people participated in 2 Town Hall, “Our Water, Gur
Future, Qur Next Chatlenge: Using Our San Juan-Chama Water," This day long
meeting, the next instaliment in the City of Albuquergue's ongoing public invelvement
program, provided an opportunity for participants to hear details about the Drinking
Water Project and 1o discuss the issues that are raised by this project.

As we have reperted (Tanvary/February, 2001 Sicran), in just 4 years we will 21l be
drinking 1reated river water and it will come right from our faucels, This project is the
centerpicce of the City’s Water Resources Management Sirategy (Strategy) which
outlines the sleps that we will take to decrease Albugquerque’s reliance on <he aquifer,
establish a drought reserve, and use renewable surface water from the San Juan-Chama
Project.

‘Tte “fown Hall program included presentations by John Stomp, Water Resources
Manager. City of Albuquerque and Michae! Bitnez, Projest Masager, CH2M Hill,
followed by a panet discussion with questions from the participants.

Daring lunch, Waler Managers from Tucson and El Paso spoke about the expericnces of
thicir communities as they made the conversion from ground water Lo surface water
sources.

Then everyone broke into simall groups te discuss the preferred method for diverting
water [rom the Rio Grande, a moveable dam that can be raised and lowered as neces-
sary. Water qualily, the need for much moere conservation and the links between water
supply and growth management were discussed,

A report will be issued by Shared Vision. the sponsaring arganization so that folks who
could not atiend can read about the results and conclusions.

The next step in the process is the publieation of the Dralt Environmental Impact
Stntement (DEIS), as reguired by the Natioral Enviromnental Policy Act (NEPA). The
DE1S will consider three possible diversion allernatives:

Angosiura Diversion - waler would be diverted at the Angestura Dam, Jocated 5 niles
north of Bernalilto, and conveyet to the water purification facility via the exisling
Albuguergie Main Canal and Albuquerque Riverside Drain and a new pigeline to be
built i the North Diversion Channel right-of-way.

New Surfnce Diversion - a dam would be built across the siver just north of Pasea del
Marte that could be raised or lowered depending on river flow. When the dant is mised,
water is divarted into a diversion channel and pumped to the water purification facility.

Subsurface Collectors - perforated pipes would be placed below the river bed just nortk
and south of Pasco del Norte, Water would seep through the perforations, into the pipes
and then Lo a coliecting structure 1o be pumped ta the purification facility. in order to
collect enough waier, 3 sets of collector structures and pumps, each wilh 11 eollector
pipes would be needed.

S, let's make 2 promise to participate in the DEIS process, 1o build the drinking water
purification facility and divert the San Juan-Chama water from the river with careful
management.

Let's increase conservalion and get serious abeut growth imanagement.

And most ingportant, let's be an lnvolved and Caring Community and da this right!

exploration. Rather than manage thern for their natural and historienl values.

‘The root of Lhis clearly is the access gained by large contibutors who stand to profil
mightily from their investment.

Such access by muiti-national corporations to these nativnal treaseres is a blight not
only on our public lands, but on the land management agencies charged with their
protection. Pressure on agencies cffeet all elements of publie fand protection and open
the flecdgales to exploitation of resources. Examples include below cost timber sales,
off-road vehicle proliferation in critical habitats and sagging agency morale.

The Administratioin seems poised to push this destructive agenda in its first six to nine
inonths, figuring that by the 2002 elections such actions wili be a distant memory. In
the mean time parts of our country's €uktural and conservation heritage are on the
auction block. only the American pubiic has been removed from the bidding.

Wheat if the orginal boundaries of the Grand Canyos iwad been cut ji half and oil
derricks had filted tite canyon? Would we revete this place as one of the erown jewels of
out country? Would people come from the world over, spending millicas to experience
it? The answer is simple, Not

‘The calls of protest to the White House grew each day. The message is clear. Yei the
Administration remains [ocused on their mission, slralegic exploitation of some of our
countries crown jewels, the Rocky Meuntain Front, the Red Desert of Wyoming, Otera
Mesa, Valle Vidal here in New Mexico, our public lands, the new monuments-
tomorrow’s Grand Canyons, places [ar removed from Washinglon, D.C. They arc parts
of America Lthat are rich in wildlife and wonder, pant of the fabric that binds our country.
They are the semnants. the history of our Nation, tie beauty that speaks to ali of us.
They are being sacrificed to repay campaign debt and fund raise for fulare campaigns,
and as a nation we are il the losers.

Remember thieir names, Agua Fria, Cascade Siskiyou. Pempey's Pillar, Senoran Desert,
Miridoka intemument. Hanford Reach, Grand Canyon Parashaat.

Go and visit them. Then demand they be protected, as they are your children’s herilage.

~

(General Meeting Programs

Manday, Moy 2Ist al 7:300'M

SLIDE SHOW ON THE ALASKA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Join Sierra Club member Stephen Capta for & slide presentation on Alaska's Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. The show includes iimages by Mature Photographer Ad Walf
and contrasts the beauly of the Refuge with the tragic oil spill by the Exxon Valdez
some len years ago, With President Busls calling the Refugs the “focal point of our oil
independence”, this show is an important seminder of what is at slake in the months
ahead fer our remaining wildlands.
Where: The Unitarian Church at 3701 Carlisle NE. ot the somer of Conmanche
Monday, June 18th at 7:30PM
ENERGY FORUM 1

Join us for a preseniation and discussion on the some of the issues that face New
Mexico and Ihe nalion as we experience the major changes in lhe energy market.
Where: The Unitarian Church at 3701 Carlisie ME. at the comer of Commanche j

¢~ Meeting on the Environmental Costs of the War on Drugs

New Mexico will host the Jargast gathering of people whe are working 1owards & drug
pelicy based on public healih, science, and human rghts.

WHEN: Wednesdny - Saturday, May 30 - June 2, 2001.
WHERE: Hyatt Regency, 330 Tijeras NW, Albuquerque. N

Register Now! Call (505) 266-1414 or visit www.drugpalicy.orgfealerence
\Sponsarcd by The Lindesmith Center-Drug Policy Foundation J

( Central New Mexico Group )

PO Box 25342
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87125-5342
Phone: 503-260-9857

Exccutive Commiltee {area code 505)

Blair Brown 255-719G bblairb2 @aol.com

Steve Capra 843-8696 seapra@®nmwild.org

Kellie Goudreau 333-3721 kellie@upm,edu

Sara Grimes originalitca@hotmail.com
Martin Helnrich 232-7151 mtheiricl@anol.cont

Tay Morrew 345-3693 jmorrew® mercury.bernco,sov
Edward Sulijvan 259-5966 sully@nmwild.org

Cecily Vix §55-9140 ceevix@acl.com

The Executive Commiltee normally meets on the 2nd Mornday of each
month at 7PM at the Club Office at 202 Central SE in Albuguergue.
The meetings are {ree and open 1o all members.

The Central New Mexico Gronp of the Sierra Club
\deperm'.r ot the gfforts of volunteers. To join us, give wy of us a call.

vy
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Central New Mexico Grou

Electric Deregulation, PNM and our Need to Stay Vigilant

By Steve Capra

Tis past winter we have all beew witness 1o the pitlalls of electric deregulation. Not
night can go by that the evening news does not speak of Califomia's elecirical woes.
Stipped into every report is the analysis that says we need nwore power, mose plants,
ate iransmission lines and less regulation to speed the building of this new generation
of electricity. What remains unclear is at whal price to the environment? At what price
for consumers? And what ever happened 16 conservation and alternative energy?

To hegin to understand (he mess we seem 1o e heading 1ownrds, one may tum to our
own Public Service Company of New Mexico or PNM. Back in 1952, Congress ruled
\hiat owners of Lransmission lines must lease thent to all pawer companies, including
tivcir compeliloss thal want (o deposil power into the grid in one part of the country s0
{hat iL cars be purchiased and resold by a utitity in another. The idea was campetition.
Tisis bargaining power was not passed on 10 CORSUErs or private businesses, but some
100k notice (hat nothing profibited the states fram doing so. By 1996, New Hampshire
had taken the lead and was dereguialed. Now some twenly-iwo states are dereguluied
and the need for power just seems 1o grow. Although recent events in Califernia have
made many legislators nervous el some stales ace slowing or Feversing course.

Much of the information for ( licle comes (rom a mose indeptl: picce printed in
Harpers October 2000 issue. anthored by Alan Weisman, My, Weisma: kuys cul in great
Getail PNM, deregulation and soine of the grievous envirosmenisl consequences Lhal
winy lie abead.

I the new world of deregulation, there s A language it reflects the new world of
power generalion, Generating companies are now referred to s gencos. the companies
\hat own Uansmission lines are transcos and as you might imagine the distributing,
companies are refenved to as discos.

PNM as it wrns out has it sights oz being. at lenst in Arizena. a fransces . Farit is here
\hat PNM wanls to conneet power transmission Hines from the Palo Verde Nuclear Plant
{our natiens largest auclear plant) down 10 Nogales and inlo Mexico. As PNM spakes
women Julie Gray tells it, Mogales has currently only one line and should, by industsy
standards, have a back up. n addition the company seems cager Lo create & conneslion
of power between both couniries, much as Canada and the U.S. currently enjoy. Thus
linking 1he countiries in power, not just lrade. This eoncept seems in keeping wilh
NAFTA and the opening of free trade between nations. in reality, this connection
appears Lo be profit driven, with the potential for power plits ta be built south of the
border with less envireunental regelation and al considerable savings, with power being
shipped north for the voracious California appetite. Though it is currently against the
Mexican conslitution to export power, President Bush and bis aides on his first olficial
visit as President pushed hard on behalf of the clectric indusiry to change Mexican laws
and allow plants 16 be Duilt in Baja and Sonora t power California. Getling a suflicient
power ling that conaects the 1wa countries is seen as A crucial first step. Recently,
billionaire Bill Gates bought 86 of PNM's siock, perhaps sensing the congection and
patential profits PNM couldt derive (rom this transinission linc.

As pazt of this ptan a line must run from the Palo Verde Muclear Plant west of Phaenix
1o the south. The Palo Verde plant is the fargest Nuclear plant in the nation, wills nine’
caoling towers cach evaporaling 13,000 gallons of water per minute 1o cool it's three
uranium fission reactors. Running Jines fram this plent southward has proven difficult
for PNM; local groups such as SOS {Save Out Seenery) have allied chizens at each of
the public hearings, The Tohono O'edhan; siation, a Native American tribe that has for
generations Jived on Lhe borderlands of Arizona and Mexico and currently maintains a
large reservation on the border has refused to allow fines Lo cross their reservation.

‘Déja vu’ All Over Again
The Lorax - Bl Paso GroupBy Jay Momow, Waste Reduction Issues Chais

“The Fisst time Recycling and Wasle Reduetion became a natiogal issue was in: the early
70's (excluding the Great Depressions and World War 11}. Do you remember the leng
Tings at the gas pumps in (9737 Perhaps not. "There was 4 energy crisis due to high
cost of crude oil and its elfects were wide spread, from the gas pumps to heating fuel to
clegtricity. Sounds familiar 7 Recycling was part of 2 Nationai Energy Stratepy
because making thisgs from old things consuinies up 1o 70% less energy than producing
from virgin material.

Here is 2 case in point, [ speak to up to 2,000 school kids a year on recycling and waste
veduction, My encrgy point is Lhe classic “Spitball”. Lask, "how many have ever made
one of those good spit balls, the Kind that can stick to the ceiling?" Somne are eager,
some are feluciant, but all will rise their hands, even the gids. It is one of thase
universai common bonds. Dut spitballs are the essence of making paper. Ever been loa
paper mill? When making recycled content paper they take old paper and dump it into a
huge vat with a circulating “beater™ that breaks the paper down with water and some
other fiber additives. 1 makes a slurry called pulp, which is sprayed onto a heated felt
conveyor and becomes paper. §t is a mingle of sorts, as old as dirt. Bul the enecgy point
is when 1 ask the kids 1o try to imagine making a spitball from wood chips! O yeaht
Well be chewing that swif for days. The same is true for plastics. Visgin materials like
Lexan® meits and flows at temperalures above 600 degrees. Processing malerial with a
“Jreat history”, recycled jexan, requises heats of 406 degzees or less. A considerable
reduclion. Plastic production is our second most environmentatly degrading industry
next to the chemical industry. The less heat, the less air smmisions. Same is true for
metals,

We have some of [iie highest waste generation rates in Lhe country. Qur desert Iandfills
are cheap and state and local Jegisiators tum their heads on diversion issues becavse it's
cheaper 1o bury it than to reeyele it, bt is 17 And what do we do? Most of us that
seeycle and do what we can to reduce pay lhe same disposal cost as our wasteful
neighbors who don't try at all. Ask your local Solid Waste Department why that is.

We are going to push New Mexico to treat Solid wasle like other utilities. Pay for what
you use. Reward those who use Jess. If we begin to (hink about how much we throw
away, we will begi to think about how much we cansume.

The New Mesica Recycling Coalition is stanting 1o shake things up in the stale in
respeet 10 waste diversion. Give Lhem a cali 505-983-4470.

(Outin gs w

Q_uisur\:ly pace. Contact; David Ther 260-1553.

As o result, PNM has focused its efforts on 2 route that erosses within sight ol Saguaro
Nmienal Monument West and just by the newly created Ironwood National iMonument,
passing within a few miles of the Sonoran Desert Museun just culside of Tucson. It
appears thar PN once the monopoly supplicr o cities fike Albuquerque, has been
effected by start-up gencos coming online and wiitilies across the nation launching
genco subsidiaries Lo steal one anather's formerly guaranteed cuslomers,

PNM’s plan comes with grave envitonmenlal consequences fur Arizona and for bird aml
rmammal specics common Lo both Arizona and New Mexico. Putting power fines of this
magnitsde in southern Arizona creates a line of razor wire for birds in the lieart of soine
of aur nations must important bird habilat. Having power fines of such size within
eyesight of some of our nalivns most precivus Monumets degrades their valug and the
secreationa] and emetional experience they were created for. The pubtic irearings
contine in Mazeh, PNM, while aware of the fierce opposition, continues to respond by
telling comnunity leaders and citizens that this is a boon for intemational relations and
that perbaps later people will see the valug in this decision. In the shost termn what mamy
people are seeing is 1 company driven by profit, empuwered by lobbyisis and very
difficult te stop.

Back i New Mexico. Duke Power. based in Motth Carelina s its sights on Deting,
N for a new natral gas plast. which according to spokesman Richard Fermandez is
erucial for Mew Mexieo™s continued growih, Femandez wenl on to say that the plant
could also service El Pasa. but would uot be used for Califoria. The plant construction
is estimated at belween $250-5300 million dollars. PNM has perhaps theee more plants
planued [or the state in the coming year, which leads one 1o wonder what will Mew
Mexive. even with 1 20% growth rie in the past 20 years do with fous new power
plants when currently there remaing excess electrical puwer, The answer secms o be
It Mew Mexico is seen as an casier place politically for a power plant to be built. With
its proximily to the westerm: grid, Pata Verde and Mesico, such location sould create
handsome profits for North Carolina based Duke fawer or perhaps even more profit for
PR, while degrading the enviremment, poisoning, the s and perhaps pernsanently
altering the quality of life that makes lile in New Mexico so special.

What continues to be lost in this debate is renewable energy and conservation. Deregu-
lation has sel the stage for campanies to seck profit and generate more power, ¢lean or
nnol. Gone are 1he days wheil compasies came and caatked your windows or offered you
insulation o conserve resources. Cheap power and lots of it is the current mantra,
shough prices e consumers have mote thas tripled in soie ireas. Perhaps what makes
mmore sense than building more and niore power plants for a largely unreguiated industey
are lo give cotsinzers censervation incentives. Jf PNM were Lo offer $300 rebates to
consumers who placed solar panels ot their roof and yeduced consugnption and if the
federal and state governments watched this with tax credits, many note people wauld
imake solar energy a part of their personal pawer grid, Onee done, the need for new
plants and 1ransmission lines would be dramaticaily reduced, al Jess cost than the
constriction of even one new plant. In much of New Mexica we are blessed with 300+
clenr days a year, not making solar part of the equation and allowing more plants and
power lines to criss-cross eur state, crealing serious problems for mplors and <degrading
thie wildness of our landscape makes Jinle sense for Mew Mexicans.

As this cold winter comes 10 a close vne thing remains clear, the electric power indusiry
and its atlies in state and federal govermment are touph and well financed opponcuts.
Their lebbying efforts have included the creation of Tliberal and conservalive groups in
one state, spending 17 willion dollars lighting one ancther 10 stall any seiion on bills

d  to rethink d ion. Here in 2001, we continue to pay the price for the
indusirizs Toited nucloar progeam of the 70's, Part of each bisl includes “siranded
savings” to recoup PR’ 105 share of Palo Verde and its cnormous cost overuns. Yel
ance again we are put in a “erisis™ and told that the atiswer is to Luild more; and
conservation, while well intentioned is not realistic.

The true znswer is that we must let our elected officials know that building more is not
[he solution. We want 1ax incenfives for industrics, such as Senate bill 325, introduced
by Repullican Sue Wilson of District 19, which gives tax breaks for companics using
alternative energy sources lo power operations. But bills such as this should extend to
workisg Tamilies and theit homes. And this type of bill should be part of fedecal tax
relief a5 well; crenting lax incertives helps move the conservation of precious resources
forward. Such a scries of tax breaks will keep on saving money, Open space and wildlife
for generations to come, while not inlringing en utility compardes rights 1o make
profits.

Editor's Note: In Jiwie, The Central New Mexico Group Geweral Meeting will focus on
Energy issues. See Hhe Program notice on the previeis page.

Wednesday, May 16th - Tecolale Stargazing 1like

Meet at §:45 PM (nole time), Franklin Plaza (Juan Fabe & Central), We'll carpool to
Tecolate Trail (a short 1cail on the east side of the Sandias), hike an easy mile, then
stargaze (if weather pesinits) after (he sun goes duwn (azound 8:30 ar o). If you have a
small telescope, bring it along and ['ll help carry it. Retuen 1o cars by 10 PM or seonet,
Hike: 2.5 miles BT, on traii. Elevation: less than 500/, Drive: 30 miles RT. Dress for
weather, bring star charts (if you have them), boots, waler, snack, Tlashiight.

Contaet: Rick Hurley (299-8401, RickHurley ®aol.com).

Wednesday, Juise 13th - Sandiz Crest Hike

Meet at 5:45 PM, Franklin Plaza (Juan Fabe & Centrl). We'l§ drive to the crest, hike
along the upper part of the La Luz amd the La Euz Spur and retars via the rack hause.
Returm 9- 10 PM. Possible snack in the middie at the tram house. Hike:3-4 miles, most
on trail, Elevation: ~300". Drive: 50 mites RT. Dress for weather, bring boots, water,
snack, ashlight. Contacl: Rick Hurley (299-8401, RickHurley @aol.com).

Sunday, May 20th - Cerce Hanco-Fourth of July Loop Hike

Manzano Mountain Wiklerness, Moderate hike to the crest of the Manzano Mountains
for spectacuiar views. 4.3 miles round rip, 1200 ft. clevaiion gain.

vy
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A Mole fom the Chair

Resist the Proposed PSB Land Sale

by Laurence Gibson

Now is the time to watch carcfully for the next siep in the city’s sale
of 1326 acres of prime real estate nestled under Franklin Mountains
State Park, south of Transinountain Road. When the PSB announced
its interst 10 sell in January of 1l:is year, it spoke of building our tax
Lase and using 1he money 10 held down water rates,

The 1 Paso Times recommended cawtion that the sale of this huge
area not become # liability, and asked, “Will 1l $12 million to be
realized by the PSB be offset or overwhelmed by water demands of
new development?”

We feel Lhis sale, which inay be a done deal by the time you read
Uns, is a textbook example of the kind of urban spraw? thal ever
cities with plenty of water are beginning to avoid, As for holding the
fine on water prices, Lhat is absolulely the wrong approach. The
carth’s most precious resource lias been a “throw-away™ comumodity
here for way too Jong. We tend ta vaiue things according to how
much we pay ffor them,

We urge you 1o watch carefully for imminent action on the PSB's
agenda at www.cpwa.org. Meclings are asually al 8:00 AM cvery
oller Wednesday moming. Wlien this deal does go dowa, it's going
to happen fast!

Get yourself over to the stale-ofar meeling rovm a1 EPWU across
from Cielo Vista Mall and ket the board know you care! The sale
would then show up on the City Council Agenda for the following
“Tuesday morning posted at www.ci.cl-paso.tx.us!. When it comes
up. call or meet with yous City Council rep at their weekly breakfast
meeting. Then let’s fili the council chambers on D-Day?

New Mexice’s Vanishing Wildlife

by Jim Bailey,, .. .

The decline of New Mexica's wildlife bas been a gradual process,
sfowly diminishing the backdrep for our tives. Twenty-two species of
native fish, amphibiaas, birds and mammals no fonger occur here
Almost 3% of the 837 native wild vestcbrales of New Mesxico arc
gone. This incledes 1425 of the 69 native fighes.

The grizzly bear. torthem gray woll and black-footed ferret come 1o
mind fairly easily. Others include inink, otter, lynx, hot springs
cotion =al and Meriam’s subspecies of elk. Wolverine may have
been native to our state, bul no langer accur here. A few wild bison
persist i the Valle Vidal, nore are on native New Mexica range, As
for birds. we have fost sharp-tailed grouse and sage grouse. The
boreal toad and lowtand feopard lrog arc aiso gone.

Our native fishes have been most decimated: sturgeon, gar, Colerado
River cufthroat trout, eel. bonytail chub. beautifuf shiner. phantom
shiner. Rio Grande bluntnose shiner. Palemas pupfish or freshwater
drum.

Loss of wildlife continues in modem New Mexica. We have 95 wild
vertebrates listed as threatened or endangered. The Clyiricahua
leopard frog and lesser prairie chicken are candidates for listing,
Endangered species include the Rio Grande silvery minnow, Gila
trous, Gila maonster, ridgenose raltlesnake, aplomado falcon,
plasmigan, seuthwestern willow flyeatcher, pine marten and desert
bighom sheep. Another 27 species of invertebrates — snails,
freshwater clams and crustaceans - are also lisled as tlreaiened or
endangared.

New Mexico's endangered species progeam in the Game and Fish
Department is smalk and underfunded. 1t cannot adegualcly
document the decline ef cur wildlife, et alone develop
recommendations for recovery, O 118 state-listed threatened and
endangered specics. at least 27 need reviews of their status,
distribution, life bistories ar taxonony. Some, inciuding the buff-
collared nightjar and wrinkled marshsnail, may be gone from New
Mexico. Many species need faxonomic review, usisg madern
methods of genetics.

Worse yet, a 1998 Game and Fish Department memo indicated (hat
at [east 54 native species arc of concern and need study for possibie
listing as threatencd or endangered it New Mexice. These include
23 invericbrates, 12 fishes, 2 frogs, 7 birds and 10 maminals. Ameng
these are the Ria Grande sucker, bluc catfish, Chiricahua leopard

frog. blrck swift, burrowing owl, black-1ailed and Gunnison's prairie
dogs and hooded and hog-noscd skunks

The loss of species impacls other incmbers of New Mexico’s Dora
and faunz. Loss of prairie dogs has imnpacted black-footed ferrets,
burrowing owls, ferrupinous hawks, golden cagies. mountain
plovers, rattlesnakes and salantanders that frequent prairic dog
towns. Declining minnows and shiners may seem unimporiant, but
they are the prey that game fish depend vpon. Long-nosed bats are
nnperiant pollinators of night-bleoming plants. In fact. most
interactions of cur flora and fauma are unknown, The gradual togs of
species results in a slow unraveling of native biolic communities. As
these cammunitics become degraded and simplified, their abilities 1o
withstand perturbations such as drought, forest fires or inseet
autbreaks are impaired. The ability of tl: native community of
plants and animals to provide products and services for mankind is
weduced.

Gila Trout Ready for Downlisting, Limited
Fishing

by Jiz Bailey

The U, §. Fish and Wildlife Service is considering a recommendsation
to downtist Gila trout from endangered te leatensed, znd (o allow
limited fishing of cevtain populations of the species. The Gita Trout
Recovery Team, a committee of biologists, drafted the
recomiendation. For more than a decade, the Team has overseen
cooperative cfforts of state and federal agencies 10 renevate sireams
and reistroduce Gila trout,

Gita trout was federally listed as endangered in 1967. Historically, st
had occurred in {he headwaters of the Gila River in southwest New
Mexico and southeas| Avizona. In the 1970s, only five populations
were kisown, all in the smallest headwater streams. Today, Gila trout
exisl in 14 streams. Additional fish are maintained in hatclery broog
stocks. The 1993 Recovery Plan staled Mhat downlisting to threatencd
status would zequire replication of each known genelic lincage of
Gila troul in streains sulTictently far apart that one unusual event,
such as lorest fire m a walershed, could not eliminate a fineage. Ench
genetically pure indigenous lineage now oceurs in at [east two
sireams. Conditions for downlisting have been met, However, the
Recovery Team and state and federal agencies continue to restore
Gila trout to addizional streams. The goal is 10 rcestablish a sufficient
number of populations to altow delisting the specics and roturning it
lo manageinent by Arizona and New Mexica,

Linsited fishing of Gila trom would occur under a special nule, which
is penmitied [or threatened species under the Endangered Species
Act. Gila troul i5 alse lisicd as threatened by New Mexico, bul the
state Wildlife Conscrvation Act does not restrict harvest of
threatencd specics. Fishing would e regulated by the Game and Fish
Department. However, violation of state law for the Laking of Gila
trout would stilf constitute a vielatien of the Endangered Specics
Act.

At first. fishing would be limited to a few streams with populations
farge encugh to withstand flie expecled) level of angling. Catch-and-
refease may be required. Most streams, with still-recovering
populations, would not be Bshed. It may also be posséble to establish
a Gila trout fishery in Snow Lake, using excess production of Giln
trout from hatcherics. In order to retain sufficient genetic diversity
for transplants te newly renovated streains, halcheries must spawn at
least 25 pairs of Gila troul. These pairs produce about 46,000 fry,
witl sorme offspring from each pairing used for transplanting.
However, it is not practical to transplant more (lzan about 5,060 fish.
The excess fish could be stocked in Snow Lake or olher suitable
walers.

Mest opposition to Gila troul recovery has comne from anglers who
objected 1o climinating rainbow trout fisheries and replacing them
with Gila trout in streans that may not be fished so long as Gila trout
are lisied a5 cndangered. Downlisting Gila trout te threatened and
opening some Gilz troul sireams 1o fishing would defuse this
cpposition without jeopardizing recovery of the species. Develaping
a unique Gila troul fishery would attract anglers. with their wallets,
from Mew Mexico and other states, providing recreation, and
cconomic benefils for Catren and Grant counties.

Jim Beedey tanght wildiife biology af the Universite of Montana and
at Colortde State Universiy. More recently, fie wos heod of the
endemngered species program i the New Mexice Depariment of
Game and Fish, retiving in 1999
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The Lorax - El Paso Group

May €: Hillshoro Peak Day Hike

Place: Aldo Leopald Wilderness near Kingslon, New Mexico
Class: Moderate

Length: 10 miles

Elevalicn gain: 1,800 feel

Leader. Carclina Greenfield: 524-7342 (H)

Join: Carofina for one of our best hikes, This will be our group's first
trip of the season to this 10k-high peak on the crest of the wild Black
Range. Snaw will slill cover a short streteh of tlse teaid. In the old
days, the Forest Service maintained a whole string of fire towers
along the ddge stresching nosthward toward Secorro. You can still
scramble up the tower here or visit with the friendly staff in the cabia
below il they are ot too busy spotting smoke.

May 12: Dripping Springs Day Hike
Place: Organ Mountains East of Las Cruces
Ciass: Easy

Lengih: 3 miles

Elevation gain: Mirimal

Leader: Ann Falknor. 833-9162 (H}

The Organs hold many treasures. Dripping Springs is one of the
rarest of these. Not long ago, this little paradise was “saved” for our
cnjoyment by The Natare Congervancy. The casy trail leads up Iee
Canyon to ruins and the springs themselves. The arca is administered
by the BLM, so there is a 83 per vehicle fee.

May 20: Potritlo Mountains Day Hike
Place: Northwest of Sunfand Park, New Mexico
Class: Easy to Moderate

Length: 4 miles

Elevalion gain; 200 feet

Leader Scolt Cutler: 747-8668 {W)

Join UTEP Centennial Museun Curator Scoit Cutler for a leisurely
wander through the millennia-old sites here. Thess include bedrock
mictates, pottery shards, and an occasionnl arrow point. After we've
scen enough, we can waik up the trail between fwo of the area's
voleanic cones: Mount Cox and Mount Riley. Catl for meeting place
and time, It's a bit tricky to find this one on your own!

May 25-28: Continental Divide-Diamond Creek Memorial
Weekend Backpack

Place; Aldo Leopold Wilderness near Winstor, New Mexico

Class: Maderate 1o Moderalely Sirenuous

Length: 22 miles

Elevalion gain; 2,050 leel

Leader: Roliin Wickenden: rwickgita@aol.com

Come climb anc of the highes peaks in the Black Range and enjoy &
long weckend in a remote part of ihe Alde Leopold Wildermess, We
will depart Ef Paso Friday alternoon for our carcamyp spot in the
Black Range. Saturday we'll drve 1o the trail head and hike the
Continental Divide Trail to the crest of the Northern Black Range,
descending Fisherman Canyon to our campsite on Diamend Creek.
Sunday morming will offer an oplional ¢limb of Diamond Peak, after
whicly we will pack up and tnove downstream to James Brother's
Spring and homestead. We'll spend Sunday night in a beautiful
setting, Monday we will walk up the trail past a waterfall to the nm
of the canyon, returning to our vehicles.

May 25-29: Mogollon Range Memorial Weehkend
Backpack

Place: Gila Wilderness

Class: Strenuous

Length: 35 miles

Etavalion range; 7,400-16,700 feet

Leader: Mike Episcopo: §84-9322 (H)

This backpack starts at 7,920 feet and ends a1 9,132 feet, Beginning
a1 Witlow Creck and eiding 4t Sandy Poin, this is a scenic loop
through the very heart of the Gila Wildemess high country. Qur route
will take us frem the canyon bottoms of fron Creek, Turkeyfeather
Creck, White Creck, arxd the West Fork of the Gila River. It goes up
and into the high peaks of the Mogollon Range; Mogolion Baldy at
10,770 {t,, Center Baldy at 10,535 ft.. and Whitewater Baldy at
10,895 ft. We will spend three nights in the backcountiry near water
sources. Participants should be expesicneed backpackers in good
physical condition able to adapt o a variety of lermain aud possible
adverse weather conditiens. Calf for more details and reservations,
NOTE: The route is subject to chiange, according {o snow pack and
backcountzy spring conditions.
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General Meetings
All general meelings are held en (e Tirst Wednes-
day of every month at Mesa Public Library, at 7

PM and are open to the public.

Other Meetings:

Conservation Commiltec meetings are on the
second Wednesday and Executive Committee
meetings are on the third Wednesday of the
monti.

All meetings are at Mesa Public Library, at 7 PM
and are open to the poblic.

Outings

Sunday, May &th

Hike Ancho Canyen from S.R.4 to the Rio

Grande. Return via the unnamed and

trailless canyon belween Ancho and Water

Canyon. Meet at 8:30 outside the

\é'Vhite Rock Tourist frformation Center off
.A.4.

Leader: Rainer Bleck, 662-2358.

Saturday May 19th

Hike up Water Canyen from S.R, 501. Meet at

8:30 AM at the parking Iot at Sullivan Field

(across from Los Alamos Highschool). Bring

waler and a snack. Moderaie, morning hike

through cool, forested canyon.

Leaders: Warren Steckle & Miriam Cudejans,

G72-0414,

Saturday June 16th

Obsidian Ridge mountain bike ride. Meet at

8:30 AM at the parking lot at Sullivan Field

{across from Los Alamos Highschool). Although

the ride is less than 10 miles, there are a few

very rocky sections to keep it challenging. We

will stop at the end of the mesa for a quick

shack before heading back uphill to the start

of the ride.

Coptact Warren Stecide or Miriam Oudejans
at 672-04 14 for further information,

The Log--So.New Mexico Grou

New Mexico Habitat
Stamp Program

by Marfanne Thaeler

The New Mexico Habitat Stamp Program allows ANY-
; ONE interested in New Mexico’s wikllife and natural
i habitats to purchase for $6 a Fabitat Stamp. Since 1986,
: licensed anglers, hunters and trappers on Bureau of Land

Management (BLM) and U.S. Forest Service (USFS8)

lands are required to purchase these stamps to validate
) their licenses, But one need not be a sportsman to sup-
port the habitat program.

: _ lu
Conservation' Committe
E}nhi_*cr;ael Smith

and Fish offices in Las Cruces at: 566 N. Telshor Blvel.
(Telshor northern extension), in Roswell at: 1913 W, Sec-
ond St. and from licensed vendors, whicli include any
WalMart or K-Mart Store in New Mexico, usually in their
sporting goods departments.

i Hubitat Stamps can be purchased at New Mexico Game

Habitat Stamp funds are specifically dedicated to habi- General Meetings

trapper, butI care very much about wildlife and presery- 522-4527,
ing their habitat. Buy a NEW MEXICO HABITAT

STAMP when next you g0 to the store, put in on your

list!!

i fal conservation and rehabilitation projects. Approxi- Executive Commitlee Meetings are typically the first Wednesday
mately 150 project proposals are submitted annually, of the month~all members are welcome to atiend, Call Cheryil at
% originating from agency planning documents and public 524-4861 for time and place.

} preposals number of stamps purchased annualty, I Outings

% Thl§ 18 5600 easy, and it does so much good. Join me in ZFI‘I]{: ontings group does not have any scheduled outings until the Fall,
i getting a Habitat Stamp. I am not a hunter or angler or Outings questions: Call Barbara Coon at 522-1576 or Ron Gordon at
13

i
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Outing Outlook
by Norma McCallan

Despite some heavy winds and flurries of snow & hail, spring is definitely
hete, with fruit trees in full blossom, flowers popping up everywhere,
and days getling noticeably longer. It's & great time for trying a Sierma
Club hike! Below are lisied some of our Group outings. Be sure and
check each of the Group's pages for nore details on these, and additional
hikes. Always call leader to confivm time and meeting place. All phone
aumbers 505 except as noted.

4+ SatMay 5 LALUZTRAIL, SANDIAS. Steve Markowitz 983-2829,
Will go up this popular {rail as far as snow level permits.

4+ SatMay 5 ACHENBACK CANYON, near Las Cruces. Ron & Annie
Gordon, 522-4527, Moderate hike i 2 high canyon wilh beautiful views,
¢ SunMay 6 HILLSBORO PEAK, ALDO LEOPOLD WILDERNESS.
Carolina Greenfield 915-594-73472, Moderate, 10 miles, 1800" elevation
gain hike 1o the fire tower of this prominent peak on the wild Black Range.
4 SunMay 6 ANCHO CANYON LOOP HIKE, near Bandelicr, Rainer
Bleck 662-2368. Offtrail loop hike down Ancho frem S.R. 4, along the
Rio, and up an unnamed canyon between Ancho & Water Canyon

¢ SatMay 12 - Sun May 20 ESCALANTE COUNTRY WEEK. Norma
MecCallan 471-0005. Explore the little visited norih side of the Escalante
drainage off the Burr trail via 2 three day backpacks {Horse & Wolverine
Canyons, then Upper Gulch), and several day hikes. Dogs ok.

¢ [Fri May 25 - Tues May 2¢ MOGOLLON RANGE BACKPACK,
GILA WILDERNESS, Mike Episcopo 915-584-3322. Strenuous 4 day,
35 mile foop beginning at Willow Creek and ending at Sandy Point in the
heart of the Gila high country.

¢ Fri May 25 - Mon May 28 CONTINENTAL DIVIDE/DIAMOND
CREEK BACKPACK. Rollin Wickenden rwickgila@aol.con:, Moderale/
strenous 3 day, 22 mile trip in the remote Aido Leopoid Wilderness, near
Winston,

¢ Sat June 16 OBSIDIAN RIDGE MOUNTAN BIKE RIDE. Warren
Steckle/Miriam Oudejans 672-041-1. Ten mile trek though the ponderosa
on this little used voute near Bandelier M.P.

4 Sun June 17 EAST FORK OF T7i¥ JEMEZ BOX CANYON,
Norbert Sperlich 983-1962. Moderate/+renous & mile hike, 300" pain,
some walking in the river.

4 Sat Junme 23 - Tues June 26, PECOS WILDERNESS BACKPACK.
Bob McKee 672-3426. Moderately paced 4 day loop on the Western side
of the Pecos, starting at the Ski Basin, 32 miles.

¢ SatJune 3¢ DECEPTION PEAK DAYHIKE, Norma McCallan471-
Q005. If the Santa Fe Ski Company has its way, this 12,200" peak covered
with alpine wildflowers will soon see a ski Jilt and associated ski russ,
requiring ihe cutting of 25 acres of heavy spruceffur forest at 1reeline,
Mederate hike, close to 2000-{oot elevation gain, dogs ok.

¢ Sat/Sun July 14/15 TRAIL MAINTENANCE BACKPACK,
DOMINGUEZ TRAIL. Joha & Linda Buchser $20-0201, Two day work
trip, mostiy cutting downed trees along this fittle kaown traif which crosses
the ridge from Santa Barbara 1o Trampas Canyons. Call by 7/12 for
feseIvations.

Otlier News:

¢ BACKPACKING CLASS - Gail Bryant 757-6654 wiil repeat fast
year's backpacking class in Santa Fe (3 evenings of classroom discussion
perhaps followed by a short backpack) if enough intevest. Call for info &
dales.

¢ VALLES CALDERA - the Forest Service & the new management
team are still working cut administrative details of this recently purchased
National Preserve. It is likely tours wiil aot be available until fall. Stay
taned.

¢ OQUTINGS WORKSHOPS - on Saturday April 7 at the Sevilleta, 4
new Albuguerque hike leaders (Richasd Riger, Doris Campbeil, Lauza
Korey, Ann Marie Cale) received basic leadership training with Norbert
Sperlich, David Ther, and Norma McCallan. On Sunday April §,
representatives from all 5 Groups (Ilse Bleck, Pajarito; Notbert Sperlich,
Norma McCallan, Santa Fe; David Ther, Centsal; Lasrence Gibson, El
Pase, and Ber Zerbey, Southern) gathered there to review outing policics,
and discuss ways of strengthening our outings programs. By the next
issue the text of the new standardized waiver for all outing pasticipants
should be finzlized, and implementation underway,

¢ INPUT WANTED - if any of members have suggestions for our outing
programs or ideas of outings related ilems they would like 1o see in the
Sierran, please let me know. nmccallan@mindspring.com

Stay Informed --
Get E-mail on the Latest Happenings

To Get and Post Messages on cirent happenings of envitomnental §
interest in the Rio Grande Chaptes: This list is open to anyone interested
Send a message to

listserve®@Jists.sierraclub.org
With {he contents:

SUB RIC-ISSUES YeurFirstName YourLastName

IF yott would like to get alerts only on issues that have been deter:

| mincd by your group or chapter's leadershipto be especially importan
b1 (which is a much lower volume of email);
| Scnd a message o

Listguard @sierraclub.org

With the subject line:

Your 8 digit member number (on any Club mailing label)
With the contents, depending on which group you are in;
SUB RIO-NORTH-ISSUES YowFirstName YourLastName
SUB RIO-CENTRAL-ISSUES YourFirstName YourLastName
SUB RIO-SOUTH-ISSUES YourFirstName YourLastName
SUB RIO-ELPASO-ISSUES YourFirstName YourLastName
SUB RIO-PAJARITO-ISSULS YowrFirstName YourLastName

The New Ranch Handbook:
A Guide to Restoring

Western Rangelands
by Dr. Nathan F. Sayre
Published by The Quivira Coalition

Can livestack ranching and conservation values be

compatible? Can ranchers and environmentalists work
together to henefit rangelands? The answer is yes, and the
preol can be found on the ground, wheze it counts. On New
Ranches in New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado and elsewhere,
livestock have heen managed in innovalive, progressive ways,
and the land has responded: vegetation is more diverse and
productive, soils are more stable, sireams and springs have
come back to life. Wildlife. walersheds, livestack and ranch-
ers have all benefiled.

The New Ranch Handbook: A Guide 1o Restoring
Western flungelunds situates the practives of these ranches in
relition lo recent models and knowledge in range science and
ceology. The tremendous diversily and variabiiity of arid and
semiarid rangelands defy many assumptions of classical
ceology. Basic processes of energy {low, nutrient and water
eycling, and plant grewth can he described, however, and
managenenl tailocerd 1o promote them. The New Ranches
profiled here demonstrate, further, thal this can

Praise for the Quivira Coalition:

“The aim of the Quivira Coalition is to put ranching and
conservalion, economics and ecology into the some
thought. All ranchers and conservationists ought to
appreciate this effort, and they cughtto supportit.” --
Wendell Berry

To Order:
Send acheck for $13.50
(510 +33.50 for shipping & handling)

The Quivira Coaglition
551 Cordova Road, #423
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
www.quiviracoalition.org

% The New Ranch is a service mark of the Quivira Coalition.
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