Agriculture Is Our Water-Shortage Solution

by John Buchser

arly this year, researchers at New Mexico

State Univesity verified what many of us

had guessed—New Mexico is using water
from surface and sub-suzface sousces twice as fasl
as we are replenishing it. We can simply take note
of this and move on in gur busy lives, wondering
where (his will ultimately take us. Since water
seems to flow uphill toward money, we can prob-
ably deduce that, as our population continues 1o
grow, housing, business, aud industry will continue
to deaw water away from traditional agricultural
uses.

As some areas are already seeing, the pressure
that this transition creates frequently falls on
the shoulders of a few, When wells go dry,
for instance, the expense of drilling deeper in
hope of finding water falls solely on the
shoulders of the existing rural home-
owner. And potentially even more serjously,
the value of water rises, leading farmers to
seli their water rights. This puts large
expanses of farmland clearly in the sights of
developers who then skip far beyond the
nearest city’s boundary and centribute 0
sprawl.

Sustainability

The primary question is that of sustainabilily.
How do we meet the needs of a growing popula-
tion while we recharge our aguifers and keep our
river systems alive? If we look at the fargest cur-
rent water users, the target appears clear—agricul-
ture uses about 80% of all water, but contsibutes
tess than 105 te our economy. So shouldn’t we
targel the biggest use?

The answer is yest But the solution involves
the urban dweller as much as it does the farmer.
If Earms use higher-efficiency irrigation methods,
thien the pressure on our water sources is 1ot as

"Agriculture uses about 80% of all water,
but contributes under 10% to our economy.
So sheuldn't we target the biggest use?

The answer is yes!

But the solution involves the urban dweller

a¢ much as it does the farmer.”

Court Order Pushes Minnow to Brink

by Richard Barish

States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit

has issued an order staying the favorable rul-
ing of District Court Judge James A. Pasker in the
litigation concerning the endangered Rio Grande
silvery minnow, As a result of the Tenth Circuit’s
order, ro additional water will be released for the
minnow this fall. It is possible that the minnow
will go extinet, or neacky so, in the wild this year—
and this could eventuatly lead to the total extinc-
tion of the species,

Much misinformation bas been disseminated
about the effect of the Judge Parker’s decision on
water supplics and the status of the silvery min-
now. This acticle will attempt to set the record
straight about the lawsuit, the rulings, and their
effect on water and the minnow.

E 1 a startfing reversal of fortunes, the United

Background

In 1999, after years of working within the sys-
tem (o little cffect, the Sierra Club and five other
environmental groups fited suit over water opera-
lions on the Rio Grande. The suit was prompled by
concerns about deterioration of Rio Grande eco-
systems and the failure to adequately protect two
endangered specics—the Rio Grande silvery min-
now and the southwester willow flycaicher. The
silvery minnow, once one of the most abundaut
fish in the Rio Grande and its tributaries, now
hangs on only in the middle valley in New
Mexico, between Cochiti and Elephant Butle
reservoirs.

INUVEMBERY UECEMBER ZUUZ

In June, 2001, the United States Fish and Wiid-
life Service (FWS) issued a Biclogical Opinion
(Opinicn) pursuant to the Endangered Specics Act.
The opinion found that (he United States Bureau of
Reclamation’s (Reclamation’s) aclivities on the
Rio Grande placed ihe silvery minnow in danger
of extinction. Jt concluded, however, that there
were alternatives actions that could protect the
minnow. Most importantly, the Opinion required
Reclamation to keep a good deal, though cot all,
of the river wet in the middle valley. The environ-
meatal plaintiffs argued in court that the Opinion
did not do enough ta grotect the minnow, but
Judge Parker rejected these arguments and allowed
the Cpinion to stand.

‘This spring, the City of Albuguerque ngreed to
lease 70,000 acre-feet of water to the Middle Rio
Grande Conservancy District (MRGCD} for i irriga-
tion and 40,000 acre-feet to Reclamation to com-
ply with the Biological Opinion. (Although the
commenis and actions of the mayer have been
reprchensible since the September 2002 court deei-
sion, the City deserves credit for stepping up and
providing this water carlier this year.) H was
thought that the irrigation water and the minnow
water together would be adequate to keep the
river wet in compliance with the Opinion for the
remainder of the year, The agreements, however,
did not require the MRGCD to spread its water out
over the entire irrigation season. Because of
MRGCD's inefficient use of (he water, the irriga-

{cantinued on page 4}

great, These improved methods, however, requise
a capital investment. We could all agree to accept
a greater tax burden to subsidize these improve-
ments, but providing a market for more profitable
crops is a more dire¢l approach.

Salts: The Death of Irrigation Practices
Precipitation, whether il be rain or snow in our
miountains, or downpours at ous urban elevations,
brings nearly pure water. Onee it hits the ground,
however, vasious salts are absorbed from the soil,
appearing in botk surface water and much older
water that we obtain when we pump groundwater
frem cur aguifers. Optimal irrigation prac-
tices moisten only the toot zone of a plant;
lowever, salts build up in the topsoil over
time and cause greatly reduced productivity.
This problem is so severe that, over the
milicnnia, this loss of agticaltural produc-
tivity has been @ major contributor to the
fall of civilized societies, afl of which are
based on agriculture, Clearly, methods to
deal with these salts must be a substantial
focus of agricultural practice-—and of all
of us who eat. How do we deal with this?
{continwed an pge 5}
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The Valles Calderals a Prudent and Healthy Experiment

by Ernie Atencio

wo years ago, Congress began an experiment
in public land management with a new entity
called the Vailes Caldera National Prescrve.
For $101 miliion, the spectacular and ecologically
rich tract of 89,000 acres in the heart of the Jemez
Mountains passed [rom private ownership into
the public estate. The new Preserve came with
an ambitious mandate:
« 1o care for the Jand,
« 10 allow the public to enjoy its beauly and
sustainably use its resources, and
« 10 try new management approaches.
On to of that, it is managed by a Board of Trust-
ees and is supposed to make encugh money 10
support itself. We had never heard of such a
thing—and many were skeplical.

1¥’s far too early to call the experiment a SUCCess,
but after 1wo years, it has at {east proven not to be
the open door to rapacious special interests some
peaple feared—and what seemed a contradictory
mandate is beginning to look coherent
after all.

Not everyone is happy. I can't think of
many people who would say that the
government has done 2 good job of man-
aging our public lands, Whether involved
in the cavironmental movement. outdoor
tecreation, ranching, communily forestey,
hunting, ot fishing, we've all had plenty
of comiplaints over the years about busi-
ness as usual on public lands, ponderous
bureaucratic decision making, impractical or
ecologically destructive management.

Finally, we have an apportunity 0 tey & pew
approact—a prudent and healthy experiment 1o
see if we can do things better, Yet. from the start.
the pressure was heavy ta apen the Preserve as
soon as possible 10 hiking or genzing (or whatever
the interest), and the same tiresome threats of
{awsuits have flown from across the political
spectrun.

So just what has the Trust peen doing these past
two years while we're all jmpaticnsly waiting at
the gate? Besides inventing an entirely new institu-
tion from scratch, hiring stalf, developing a list of
very progressive guiding principles and the out-
fines of a comprehensive management progrant.
the Trust has tzken advantage of a rare opportunty
to study the place before the public scts foot oF

One of Our Own: Marilyn Coo

lhe Sierra Club is in the unusual and pleasur-

able position of being able to endorse one of

our own activists in a bid for elective office.
Marilyn Cooper, a member of both the Chapter and
Central New Mexico Group ExComs, 18 Tunning
for State Representative in House District 24
in Albuguerque’s northeast heights. The Club
applauds and enthusiasticalty endorses Mariiyn!

Marilyr has been a general contractor in New

Mexico for moye than 40 years. As a contractor,
Marilyn worked to promote infill developmient to
stop sprawl. She pioncered innovative and envi-
ronmentally sound building technologies such as
solar to promote energy savings. Marilyn
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hoof on it. We haven't heard much in the press
about these ongoing studies, but a smali army of
rescarchers has been conducting:

archaeological surveys;

« extensive range monitoring;

elk studies;

vegelation inventory and mapping;

forest studies;

soils mapping;

riparian and water-quality studies;

a fisheries inventory: and

reports on birds, raptors, butterflies, mammats
and amphibians.

Al this sclentific information will be used in an
approach called “adaptive management,” allowing
the Trust to make better decisions, based on sci-
¢nee, bout how many cattle, how many people,
when and what and how much use can take place
without harming the ecosystem of cultural
resources.

"Na, the Preserve and its mandate are not perfect

and will never make everyone happy,
bat it's a far sight better
than what's happening
on most public lands.”

The ‘Trust recently made the conlroversial deci-
sion to open the Preserve for six wecks of emer-
gency calile grazing 1o help out 2 few local ranch-
ers who can't graze their bome allotments due to
drought. Through the cnd of September 2002, 700
cow-caif pairs are grazing two of the major valles
(under private ownership, stocking levels were al
Jeast five times highes). feaving one valle pur-
posely ungrazed. Ta cover the additional costs of
ccobogical monitoring and four range riders to
keep the animals on te move, those ranchers are
paying a premium $10 per AUM (Animal Unit
Month), compared ta $1.35 on other pubtic lands.

There were well founded public concerns about
an unclear and sectningly rushed process on the
grazing decision, and we 1ook forward 1o some
clatity ou that soon, once the Trust speils out its
own guidelines under the National Eavironmental

spearheaded legistation to create zoning for
condominiums, and built the first condominiums
in New Mexico to provide affordable housing and
heme ownership for lower- and mid-income
New Mexicarns.

With water very much on the agenda of the
Legisiature, Marilyn strongly believes that in

Policy Act. Still, by comparison with any other
parcel of public land, this is as responsible a
grazing Prograim as we’ve seci:
+ it’s helping out abotit 40 tocat family ranchers
(not corporate interests),
- it's charging close to masket value,
- it’s small and short tesm ,and
- it's a good cpportunity to shake ont what
works and what docsp’t belore moving into
a long-ierm program.

No, the Preserve and its mandate are not pecfect
and will never make everyone happy, but isafar
sight better than what’s happening on most public
lands. After two years, the current Board of Trust-
ces appeats to be taking its public trust seriously
and moving management in the right direction,
consistent with the letter and spirit of the July 2000
Valies Caldera Preservation Act.

Three of those Trustees could be replaced when
their terms crd in January 2003, bt il we want to
keep the experiment on teack, we need
to keep this Board intact, To that end,
the Valles Caldera Coalition is advocat-
ing for reappointment of all three Trust-
ces. With the steep learning curve we
liave raveled togethes, the tremendous
amiount of work we bave already done,
and the ambitious comprehensive plan-
ning process just beginning, this would, ...
be the worst possible time to reshullie
the Board.

Tn the end, experiment or not, what 1 tiink we all
care most zbout is munagement that benefits both
{he land and the public. We don’t want Lo foliow
blingly along. bug our best bet for now is this
Board of Trustees and the course it's chagling into
new tersitory.

For wore information. contact Eraie Atencio
(505/776-1882; alencio@vallescalderacoalition.
crg), or took for (ke Coalition's new web site soon
(www.vallcscnldcracoaliliun.erg).

Ernie Atencio is Coordinatar of the Volles
Caldera Conlition. ¢ broad-based collective of 16
local and narional conservation organizations ard
several individuals advocating Jor progressive and
sustainable management of the new Valles Caldera
National Preserve.

per Is a Candidate in District 24

providing for the water needs of New Mexicans,
we must also enure that we provide for the needs
of the Rio Grande.

Mailyn has been active in many orgamizations in
addition to the Sierva Club, including Planned Par-
enthood, NARAL, the Water Assembly, and 1000
Friends of New Mexico.
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Siivery Minnow (ontinued frem page 1)

tion water ran out in early September. Without
additional action, there woutd not be insufficient
water to comply with the Opinion for the remain-
der of the year,

The Court had previously ruled that Reciamation
had certain options for providing water needed by
the minnow. Instead of exezcising those options,
however, Reclamation requested, and the Fish
and Wildlife Service produced, a new Biological
Opinion. The new Opinion also concluded that
Reclamation’s activities placed the silvery minnow
in danger of extinction, but this time found that
there were no alternative actions that could protect
the silvery minnow from extinction. This was
apparently the first time anywhere that the FWS
found that 2 species was in jeopardy of extinction,
but did not require that anything be done to pre-
serve it. Reclamalion projected that under this
Opinion, the only parts of the middle valley that
would remain wet at the end of irrigation season
would have been approximately 20 miles south of
Cochiti Reservoir—an area where few minnow
are believed to exist, and the areas where sewage
effluent is returned to the river—where minnows
would be uniikely to survive.

The Ruting of the Court

With the drying of the river
and the possible extinction of
the silvery minnow in the
wild imminent, the environ-
mental plaintiffs made dn
offer of compromise that was
highly favorable to the defendants. The defendants
did not respond to the offer. Having exhausted all
other options, the plaintiffs turned to the Court.

The Covst’s decision took a mididle ground. The
Court ordered the refease of water to keep portions
of the river in the middle valley wet. The Court
ordered Reclamation to use water from what is
calied “the firm yield pool” of the San Juas-
Chama Project. The San Juan-Chama Project
transfers water from tributaries of the San Juan
River into the Chama River for use in New
Mexico. The firm yield pocl is made up of extra
water that is diverted by the project in wet years
and stored in Heron Reservoir for use during dry
years. This water is owned by the federal govern-
ment, not the entities who contract for the water
such as the City of Albuquerque.

Although the Court’s decision required that por-
tions of the river be kept wet, it did not require
Reclamation te mainiain the flows specified in the
June, 2001 Biological Opinior, which FWS had
concluded was the minimum necessary to avoid
placing the silvery minnew in danger of extinctien.
Instead, the Court permitted another 50 or so miles
of the river to go dry. By taking this approach, only
about half the amount of water that would other-
wise liave been needed was required, Only about
9,000 acre-feet (out of 159,000 acre-feet of water
in the Heron firm yield pool) would have been
required to keep the river wet in compliance with
Judge Parker's order for the remainder of the year.

‘The ruling was appealed by the defendants to the
“Tenth Circuit Coust of Appeals. The City of Albu-
quergue and the State of New Mexico asked the
Tenth Circuit to issue an emergency stay—that is,
an order delaying the impiementation of the dis-
trict Court’s order until the appeal was heard. Rec-
lamation joined the plaintiffs in opposing the stay.
Nonetheless, oa 16 October 2002, the Tenth Cir-
cuit issued the stay. In ordering the stay, the Court

A Tha Easune Cienoanl

disturbingly completely failed te find the facts
that had 10 be proved as a prerequisite 1o issnance
astay.

Qur attorneys immediately asked the U.S.
Supreme Coust to lift the stay. On October 17,
the Court dented our petition. As a result, the stay
will remain in place ungil the appeal is heard
in early 2003,

The Effect on the Silvery Minnow

It cannot be stated with certainty how much river
drying will now oceur. Becanse of a bit of rain and
some cooler weather, the water supplies obtained
from Albuquerque this spring have lasted longer
than Reciamation originally projected. As of this
writing en October 18, it is projected that supplies
will fast until approximately October 21 or 22.

After {hat time, the river will begin to dry up.
It is possible that by early- or mid-November, the
river will be dry south of Angostura except for
wastewater return flows. The extent of drying will
depend on precipitation, whether we get freezing
weather, and other factors, K river drying is exten-
sive, the minnow will become virtually extinct in
the wild.

“This was apparently the first time anywhere
that the FWS found that a species was in jeopardy of extinction,
but did not require that anything be done to preserve it,”

A number of peeple have epined that extinction
in the wild is not a probiesm, because the minnow
can be reestablished in the wild from captive popu-
lations. No fish species has ever been recstablished
in the wild entirely from captive populations. Most
biologists believe that it is probably not possible to
save the minnow from captive stocks alone.

One problem lies in the lack of genetic diversity
in the captive fish. Animals need diversity so that
if the animal encounters a new cordition at some
future lime—say, a new disease—at least some
will have what it takes to survive. Without that res-
ervoir of diversity, all might perish. It is believed
that the silvery minnow population has contracted
to small numbers many times by river drying.

As aresult, the genetic diversity of the species is
alrendy low. The genetic diversity of the fish in
captivily is only a fraction of that of the total popu-
latios. If we rely solely on captive stocks, we are
placing the fish at a much greater risk that it will
not be able to survive ia the long run.

Another problem is the genetic fitness of the fish
in captivity. The captive minnows include fish that
can survive in the artificial environment of an
aquarium, but that are ot necessarily fit to survive
in the wild, The offspring of fish reated in capliv-
ity may also have reduced fitness, because their
parents were not suhject to the same selective pres-
sures—such as the need to escape predators—that
they would have been exposed to in the wild.

Finalty, although the figures given for the num-
ber of fish in captivity appear large, these are not
adult fish. Many of these fish will die before they
grow to maturity and can reproduce. There is 2
great risk that there aren’t enough fish in captivity
to successfully reestablish wild populations that
will susvive in the long run.

Water Supply Issues

Although it is now a moot point, it bears noting
that the reperted effect of Judge Parker's Septem-
ber 2002 decision on water supplies was just plain
wrong. The City of Albuguerque had already
recejved full delivery of its San Juan-Chama water
for this year. Moreover, the cffect or future deliv-
eries would have been small or, more likely, noth-
ing at all. According to projections by Reclama-
tion, even if we have a drought that mirrots the
drought of the 1950s—the muost serious drought
on record—there would only have beer an under-
delivery of a small faction of the San Juan-Chama
water to be provided during one year out of the
next ten years.

The Answer

This title for this section comes from the criginal
version of this article, before the Tenth Circnit
stay. But if there is less reason to hepe for the sur-
vival of this unique bit of creation than before the
stay, we are 1ot entirely without reasons to believe
th:at there still may be an answer. The silvery min-
now is a hardy species. It is the only survivor of
five minnow species that once existed in the Rio
Girande in the middle vailey.
We can hope that it is resilient
enough, that sufficient
genetic diversity exists, and
that scientists have adequate
skill, 1o successfully reesiablish
v qvild populations: Ironically; +

the Tenth Circuit’s stay will
make thal a much more expensive, much more
long-term, and possibly much more litigious
process than it otherwise might have been.

f the minnow is to be recovered, we will need
to implement long-term solutions for the species.
We need to reestablish poputations of silvery min-
nows, not only in the middte valley, but in other
jocations as well. The silvery minnow was once
one of the mest nemerous and widespread fishes
in the Rio Grande and the Pecos River, If healthy
populations of silvery minnows are reestablished
outside of the middle valley, then what happens in
this reach of he river will not be so crucial.

In the middle valley, we need to imprave min-
now habitat. There are areas of the middle vailey
where few or no minnow existed, even befere this
fall. We need to recreate more of the shaliow,
slow-flowing water that the silvery minnow needs.

‘We also need to institute a “forbearance™ pro-
gram, whereby farmers who want to can voluntar-
ily jease their water to the federal government for
use in the river during dry years. Although this
commonsense proposal was fizst made in 1996,
it s, astonishingly, never been put inte action,

In addition, we need to find ways to allow min-
nows {a get past diversion dams. The dams trap
silvery minnows in the very parts of the civer that
are prone to drying, even in non-drought years.
The best way to provide fish passage would be to
remove a diversion dam, but this can only be done
if we find other reliable ways of supplying irriga-
tien water 1o farmers and if farmers agree to the
removal of the dam.

And critically, we ail need o continue to find
ways to use our limited water resources more
wisely. The silvery minnow is an object lesson for
what is happening is happening to the entire Rio
Grande. Qur majestic river, and its glorious
bosque, are slowly dying. The plight of the silvery

{contimied out the next page}
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New Mexico Prairie Chicken Management Still in Limbo

by James A, Bailey

he New Mexico Department of Game and

Fish (NMDGF) failed to act on numerous

commitments under its Interim Management
Approach for imperiled lesser prairie-chickens
during 1999-2001, and also ignored most of the
2001-2002 commitments under its new Long-
range Plan for managing the species. Now, Direc-
tor Larry Bell says the operational version of the
Long-range Plan wilk be revised by October 2002.

Lesser prairie-chickens are gone from approxt-
mately 95% of their original range in five western
stales. In New Mexico, they are gone, or very
nearly so, from 56% of their historical range, and
persist as only sparse and scattered populations
in another 28% of that range.

The U.S. Fish and Witdlife Service has con-
cluded that the species warrants listing as threas-
ened under the Endangered Species Act. In 1999,
NMDGF recommended listing the species as
threatered in the State under our Wikdlife Conser-
vation Act {(WCA). The State Game Commission,
however, violated the Acl by rot proceeding with
iisting, and NMDGF committed to continuing its
status review indefinitely.

In November 1999, NMDGF announced its
Interim Management Approach for lesser praicie-
chickens. It contained 46 commiiments for “first-
year” aclivities to benefit prairie-chickens. After
two years, af least half these commilments had not
been acted ugon. Accomplishments included:; .

» continned survey work, and
- some improvements in fencing and in efforts
to remove trespass catlle from NMDGTF-
owned lands dedicated to prairie-chickens.
Important faiteres included:
« failure to obtain vegetation inventories
from these lands,

» faifure to initiate habitat rehabilitation

praclices,

« failure to develop a NMDGF incentives

program Lo improve habitat on private lands,

+ failure to increase survey work, and

+ failure to initiate & study of genetics of

declining populations,

In Qclober 2001, the State Game Commission
approved a new Long-range Plan for managing
prairie-chickens. It contained 17 tasks to be com-
pleted by July 2002, Of these, only one was initi-
ated, and only part of this task is now scheduled
1o be completed by 2003. The 16 uninitiated tasks
included:

« completing a repott on the amount of suitable
prairie-chicken habitat in New Mexico;
selecting the best methed for surveying in
northeast New Mexico, where there have
been no confirmed reports of prairie-chickens
since 1993;
conducting a poll of public opinion of the
management program, 1o be used in evaluat-
ing results of the plan in 2006;
identifying critical areas to be managed for
viakle populations; and
submitting a study plan for the continuing
{since 1999) investigation of the status of the
prairie-chicken in New Mexico, as required
under the WCA. .

The Long-range Plan contained 91 additional
tasks to be initiated by July 2002. NMDGE has not
been styaightforward about how many of these
tasks have been staried, but 1 estimate that only
38 of these 91 tasks have been inijiated, some
by other agencies such ag the federal Natural
Resources Conservation Service. Important tasks
not started in the first year of the Plan include:

useful surveys for prairie-chickens in
nartheast New Mexico,

construction of new fences on NMDGF
prairie-chicken lands,

mapping the cusrent distribution of prairie-
chickens in New Mexico,

developing guidelines for prairie-chicken
management,

ranking the NMDGF praitie-chicken lands for
effectiveness in conserving the species, and
developing and presenting educational
programs 1o four groups each yeas.

The Long-range Plan includes 22 tasks that are
10 be completed by July 2003, in addition 1o the 17
that were not completed last year, It also includes
12 new tasks to be initiated this year. NMDGF
Director Larry Beli informs me that the Plan will
be revised by Octaber 2002 “to bester rellect
needed priovities, fiscal and personnel resources.”
Direcior Bell is in a difficult position, trying to:

+ gppease ihe State Game Commission that
does nat want prairie-chickens added to
the state list of threatened and endangezcd
species,
conserve prairie-chickens with limited
resources,
convince the public that it is making signifi-

cant progress in conserving the species, and
rationalize field data indicating that the spe-

cies is not increasing and is in scrious rouble
in our State.

.

.

.

Silvery Minnow (continned from page 4}

minnow should serve as a wake-up call—we can
lcam 1o use or water more wisely while we still
nave a living river, or we can delay and do noth-
ing, and leam what we’ve lost only after the river
has died, With wise and responsible nse of our
water and with better managerent of our river,

I believe that there can e water enough for beth a
living river and for the people of the middle valley.

We just need the political wili to make that happen.

It is up 1o a1l of us who cate to call our elected
officials, to write letters to the editor, to hold offi-
cials accountabie, so as-to ensure that the Rio docs
not die.

Novemser/Decemser 2002

Irrigatlon (continted from page 1)

Methods to Reduce Irrigation Water Use

Irrigation uses more than §0% of ail of New
Mexico’s water. Clearly, it makes sense to improve
the efficiency of irrigation practices.

Two water-reducing irrigation practices are pres-
ently used widely in the Rio Grande watershed:

+ Ensuring that fie)ds are as level as possible
through the use of modern laser-leveling
techniques allows flood isrigation to usc less
water. This methed §s in use on virtually all
farms that are run as full-time businesses
along the Rio Grande Valley.

Using circle irrigation with down-pointing
sprayers, rather than squirting the waler up
into the air where it has more time to cvapo-
rate before getling to the ground, This method
is in wide use in the upper Rio Grande Valley
in Colorado.

Drip irrigation is one of the best water-saving
methods. Currently, in the Rio Grande Valley, it is
used primarily in vineyards. The significant feature
of this method is that it can deliver water specifi-
cally to the base of the targeted plants. Compared
te pverall flooding to moisten soil to the bottom of
the entire root zone, drip irrigation supplies water

to individual crop plants, and flow can be adjusted
to the plant's size. As a result, considerably less
water is used.

Dealing With the Salts Directly

Regardless of the krigation method, the salt
problem is the “gotcha.” Various technigues exist
to address high levels of salt in the soil. As in so
many systems, multiple solutions must generally
fe used to solve the problem. Some plants do well
in somewhat salty soils; some plants help to use up
the salts. As the soil becomes meore salty, one can
change to a different crop—a variation on rolating
crops. Watering accasionally at much-increased
rates helps to flush salis below the rool zones of
piants. kn extseme cases, the 1op layer of soil can
be removed to get to underlying uncontaminated
layers.

Economic Barriers

Some water-intensive crops do have advantages.
Alfalfa, for instance, is nittogen-fixing and easy to
grow. Alfalfa’s economic value, howeves, is low,
Other crops have a higher market value, but

{contined on page 13)
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Candiclate statements:

David Farrell: 've lived in New Mexico for fifteen
years and believe it's one of the most beautiful and
unigue states in the country, As a landscape painter
in southern New Mexico I've become very aware
of how our forests, riparian areas and grasslands
are changing through natural forces and human
manipulation. Unfortunately in many situations
politics takes precedence over science in how we
view and manage olir air, water, wildlife and land .
“The Sierra Club represents an important voice in
advacating for the protection of those resources.
My goal as an activistis to encourage more aware-
ness and protection of New Mexico's environment
through education and legislative initiative.

Anthony Hyde: My primary inferests are wildlife con-
servation, land and wilderness conservation, re-
newable energy, and appreciation of nature and
ecology. | was active in Envircnmentally Conscious
Manufacturing in New Mexico while there was such
an organization, and jed tours and outings to re-
mote areas of southern New Mexico to study such
manufacturing methodologies.

Cathy Burr Mathews: | am particularly interested in
environmentai education, the unique landscapes
of southern New Mexico, and conserving open
space. |am the Landscape Designer for the City
of Las Cruces and, as such, am interested in pro-
moting use of native plants in our built landscapes.
My educational background is in Biology, Environ-
mental Science, and Landscape Architecture,

Margot Wilson: [ am a newly retired children's li-
brarian, active in the Sierra Glub for over twenty
years. My initial interest was as an outings leader,
but since 1994 | have served on the Southern
Group's ExCom and have represented the South-
ern Group on the Chapter ExCom. | have also
served on the Conservation Committee. | have or-
ganized meetings to educate and inform the pub-
fic, advocating for the protection of nonrenewable
resources, wildlife and public lands. 1 have moni-
tored local mining and other environmental issues,
and brought them to the attention of authorities,
sometimes successfully blocking mining and pro-
tecting public lands. | hope fo continue to serve.

S
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i PLEASE VOTE ASAP AND RETURN YOUR BALLOTS AS INDICATED. ]
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News from the Chair
Don Dearholt

By the time you get fhis; the election of November 5th will probably be upen us; it will
be history before we know it! Let us hope that our work has paid off! 1t's my belief,
through observations over time, that the environmental aspects of our political cuttuze
can fluctuate considerably. It's also my belief that the environmentalists are slowly but
surely gaining--the evidence of the importance to all our lives of not messing up oar
planet any more than it is already, is becoming more clear, even to those who don't wish
to spend much time or energy in considering the environment and our quality of life.

It's election time for the Sierra Club, too, and below youw'kt find the ballot for the South-
ern New Mexico Group. Please vote and mail in your ballots soon, as we'd really like to
hear from you. We'll also appreciate recetving your suggestions and concesns regarding
environmental issues in Southern New Mexico.

General Meetings

Executive Commiltee Meetings are typically the first Wednesday of the month--ali mem-
bers are welcome 1o attend. Call Cheryll at 524-4861 for time and phace.

PLANNING MEETING: Wednesday, January 8-- (ExCom and interested members and
guests of the SNM Group), 6:30 p.m. at SWEC (see location information above in the
description of the program meeting on November 14). Please enter the west door, just
south of Day's Hamburgers.

Coming Events:
Outings

POTLUCK PARTY: Wednesday, December 18, 6:00-9:00 p.n. at the Mesilla Visitor
Center. The visitor center is located on the west side of Highway 28, just north of the
stoplight on Highway 28 at Catle Parian/Boutz. This is a small building across from
San Andres High School, in the middle of the block between Calle Parian/Boutz and
Calle Santiago. Parking is adjacent and to the north of the building. Bring a dish and
your own plate/utensils, we'll provide drinks. If you'd like to bring a reading having
environmental interest, or a song to play or sing or lead, please do so. Intesested per-
sons and members are welcome! Call Cheryll at 526-6220 (daytime) for more informa-
tion/directions.

PROGRAMS

PROGRAM: The Albatrosses of Midway Atoll--Birds, Battles, and Tourists; Alex and
Marjorie Burr. Thursday, November 14, 7:00 p.m., new Southwest Environmental Center
(SWEC) location at 275 North Downtown Mall (12 block south of Coa's My Book-
store), just south of Las Cruces Avenue on the mall.

Novemeer/December 2002



Deluding Ourseives
Jamie Newlin, Vice-Chair
Elf Paso Regional Group

One of the games played by municipalities caught in resource usage
arguments between conservation-minded reformers and developers is to
concentrate on per capita reductions in resource use, such as reductions
in per capita water use.

Reductions in per capita use look great and feel good ('See, I
lowered my monthly water consumgtion.”), but it doesn't solve any
probletmns in a city or region that is growing overall. I you reduce water
use by hatf, and then the city popuation more than doubles, or the
regional population more than doublcs, or you aitract a few new waler
using industries, or you planta few more alfalfa or pecan fields, you're
not only back where you started but you have a whole set of other
resources being used {not just water) by atl these new additions to the
community. And sill the call for “frecdom to grow” will continue. And,
in terms of the Rio Grande, remember that Albuguergque and Las Cruces
are playing this same pame, -and they get to dip in before we do in El
Paso or Juarez.

“The missing ingredient here is a cap o the total amount of watet
used by the city and the region. When we turn 2 blind eye to desires for
infinite growth, using less water per individuat capnot equat
sustainability. To be sustainable, along with the individual cconomizing
{here smust be an agrecment to live \within limits on a group scale, which
means pulling limits on the total amount of water consumes.

Tt is also important (0 remember that El Paso is not the only city
faving such choices. This choice between self delusion (congratulating
onesaif for per capita reductions while using per capita reductions to
excusc infinite growth) and responsibility (an agreement not o let total
human usage go beyond a certan amount, which then necessasily Jeads
to per capita reductions within thas total fimit} is being piayed out all
over the Southwest, afl over Mexico, ali over the world, ir both agricol-
taral and urban areas- So far people are opting for delusion, as plans
such as the El Paso-Las Cruces ugustainable” Water Project of the Texas
Regional Water Plan pretend that increased overali use and pet capita
reductions will add up to sustainablility. They won’t. We are already
over-using. Do the math. Tncreased total usage is increased total usage,
even if per capita reductions are made.

We need to be limiling, and perhaps cven decreasing, our total
regional usage far more than we need to be playing turn-ofi-the-sprin-
iler. Turn-off-the-sprinkler will work only if it is a natural outgrowth of
{ke more important and hasic goal of Himiting {he tolal amount of water
used. But teday, in El Paso and all over the world, wurn-off-the-sprinkler
is being promoted as a distraction from enacting caps an total water
usapge. When used in this way, without agreement Lo live within jimils as
a group, per capita reductions are no more than a green jight and fig leaf
for infinite develepment.

Leader; Rollin Wickenden B55-5697(H) rwi

Selected Outings

Nov 2-3: Catwalk-Whitewater Creek Beginner Backpack

Place: Gila Wildemess

Class: Moderate

Lenglh: § miles

Elevation gain: 1000 feet

Leader: Mike Episcopo §84-9322 mepiscop(@eplsd.ord

We will hike up the wCatwalk™, a metal walkway hanging on the cliffside of steep,
boutder-choked Wlitewater Canyon. Our campsite will be upstream under huge old-
growth maple and sycamore trecs. Call for help in planaiag your equipment.

Mov 9: Anthony's Hose Bayhike

Place: Franklin Mountains

Class: Strenuous

Length: 8 miles

Elgvalion Gain: 2000 fest

Leader: Mike Episcopa 584-9322

Anthony's Nose is fhe scoond highest peak in the Franklins. Our routc is both on
and off-trail and will require scrambiing over and around several precarions
outcrops.Good balance, litile fear of heights, and good physical condition needed,
Park enlrance fee.

Mov 9-10: Chiricahua Backpack

Place: Chirlcahtza Wildemness, AZ

Glass; Moderalely Slrenuous

Lenglh; 13 miles

Elevation gain: 2500 feel

¢ eader: Harry Newman 508-7102 Swiraveller@aocl.com i
After setting up a shuttle in Price Canyon, we wili hike from Rustier Park to Anita,
Park along the Crest Trail. Sunday will be a bong, B-mile day as we descend the
Crest to our shuttle.

Nov 22-24: Tejas-Marcus-Bush NMountain Backpack

Place; Guadalupe Mountalns N.P.

Class: Moderately Strenuous

Lenglh: 13.1 miles
Elevalion gain: 1530 feel

After carcamping Friday night at Dog Canyon, we will ascend the Tejas trail past
Lost Peak and on to the Mesealera campsite for Saturday night. Sunday we descend
{he scenic Marcus trail into West Diog Canyon and return via the stecp Bush

Mountain Trail up and ever Manzanita Ridge. Participants must carry ail water. Be

prepared for cold!

Nov 30-Dec1: Alamo Hueco Mountains Backpack

Piace: BLM Wildemass Study Area in the boot heel of New Mexico

Ctass: Sirenucus

Length: & miles lotal

Elevaticn gain: 2000 feet

Leader: John Walton 833-8448 {H) wallonf@utep.edu

we'll drive early Saturday morning to the edge of the WSA (~4
hours). This requires high clearance vehicles with 4WD recom-
mended. Next we'll hike overa ridge into the bottom of beautiful
Wood Canyon where we’ll spend the night. Sunday morning we'll
hike up Wood canyon past 4 natural arches and numerous interesling
rock formations ta Ghost Rock. Optionally we'll hike past ancther
targer arch then back to the vehicles. Some easy scrambling required.

-

E| Paso Regional Group Directory

All water must be carried.

{Area Code 91 5}

hup:mexas.s‘lerraclub.orgfeipaso

Chair

Laurence Gibson:* 594-7342
igibson@utep.edu

Vice Chair

Jamie Newlin: * 584-1471
chaetural@juno.com

Sceretary

Ann Falknor: * 833-9162
afalknor@prodigy.net

Treaswrer

Kathy Sunday: 584-9301
sundayti@zianel.com

Editor

Laurence Gibson: 594-7342
[gibsont@utep.edu

L
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ExCom Members *

Ted Mertig: * 852-3011
tmertig@earthlink.net

Jose Escobedo: ¥ 872-8422
escobedo25(@holmati.com

Greg Lawson: * 532-7273
vegetexanipaol.com

Liz Walsh: * 584-1471
ewanish@utep.edu

Chapter Delegate

Ted Mertig: 852-3011
tmertigearthlink.net

Chayp Del - Alternate

Liz Walsh: 584-1474
ewalsi@utep.edu

Inner City Onlings

Ted Mertig: 852-3011
tmertig@@earthlink.nct

Qutings

Laurence Gibson: 594-7342
Igibson@utcp.edu

Outings

Rollin Wickenden:
rwickgila@iaol.com

Membership

Ted Mertig: 852-3011
tmertigipearthlink.net

Webmaster

Tesry Sunday: 584-9301
sundayl{@zianet.com

i
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The effort to protect Mew Mexico’s Wildest Grassland continues at a
non-stop pace. The Bureau of Land management recently contacied the
offices of the New Mexice Wildemess Alliance and announced that on
November 6th, they would be releasing to the conservation and oil and
gas industry a preview of their Final Environmental Impact Staternent
for Otera Mesa. This date comes much soener than we had been led to
believe and indicales that pressure from Washington is moving this
Final BES along very quickly.

The conservation community has continued to pressure our Delegation
and is now touring the state giving slide shows and meeting with the
press. In addition, the Otero Mesa television commercial has continued
airing and visits to our Otero Mesa website www.oleromesa.org have
reached over 700 per week.

The threat to Otero Mesa is very real. Recently, Vice-President Dick
Cheney visited the state for two $1000 per plate, fond-raisers in south-
em New Mexico. Both were sponsored by George Yates, the President
of HEYCO, the company that wants to drill in Otero Mesa. George
Yates has long been an enemy of conservation. He is also the cousin of
the President of Yates Petroleum, the first company to obtain a drilling
teage in New Mexico. In 1982, it was Yates Petroieum that plowed a
road into the Salt Creek Wilderness near Roswell. It took several weeks
and a court Injunction to stop the drilling, Newspaper reports of the
time show fwo people strongly speaking up in defense of the Yates
operatien. One was then Interior Secretary James Watt, not a model of
environmental concern; the other was a Congressman from Wyoming,
Dick Chency. What is clear from these stories is that for far too long &
cozy relationship betweeh the oil and gas industry and this Administra-
tion has been built, and now that relationship is opening the door to the
destruction of over.one million acres of our states wildest Chihuabuan
Desert Grasslands.

In the time that remains, i is croeial that Senator Bingaman hear from
New Mexicans. Your letters are making a difference on this issue!
Another very important thing that can help protect Otero Mesa is to take

( Central New Mexico Group N

PO Box 25342
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87125-3342

LExecutive Committee (area code 505)

Biair Brown 259-7190 bblairh2(@aol.com

Steve Capra 843-8696x103  scapra@mmwild.org
Marilynn Cooper 842-0185

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yahioo.com
Richard Johnson 3774144 rshechan@unm.edu
Migchat Mudd 884-3315 micmud@@acl.con

Sherry Wolf 2542190 wolf@iaw.unm.edu

The Executive Committee nermally meets on the 2nd Monday of each
month at 7:30PM. We meet at various locations, so please contact one
of us for the meeting location, or if you have issues you would like to
discuss. The meetings arc free and open to all members,

Project Leaders (area code 505)
Chapter Representative

Marilynn Cooper 842-0185
Conservation Chair

Steve Capra 843-8696 %103 scapra@nmwild.org
Membership/Pubicity

Michal Mudd 884-3313 micmudi@aol.com
HNewsletter

Blair Brown 259-7190 bblairb2(@aol.com
Qutings

David Ther 260-1553 grelbik@att. worldnet.net
Political

Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@aol.com
Proprams

Richard Johnson 277-4144 rsheehan@unm,edu

Sherry Wolf 254.2190 wol f@law.unm.edu
River Issues

Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@acl.com
Water Issues

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yaloo.com
Wildtife

Sheny Welf 254-2190 wolf@law.unm.edu

The Central New Mexico Group of the Sierra Chib
depends on the efforts of volunteers.

Otero Mesa - Where We Stand

N Tb join ns, give any of us ¢ call. Y
8 Rio Granpe SiErran

the time to visit the Senator's Field offices in Albuquerque, Santa Fe or
Las Cruces. Call or drop by to set up an appoiniment and visit with his
staff. Let them know that Otero Mesa deserves Wilderness protection
and at a minimam, the BLM should conduct a new wilderniess inven-
tory of the area! Those visits equal 160 letters and could make the
difference in the days ahead.

One thing i3 clear, the oif and gas industry continee their sirangle hold
over our state. With Otero Mesa we must draw a line in the sand and
say NO to their continged lust for power and profit. If we can stop this
development, we can open the door o a frue conversation about
alternative encrgy production, efficiency and preserve a real national
treasure-Otero Mesa for many generations yet to come. If you have any
questions or need help in setting up or meeting with the staff, contact
Nathan Newcomer at 843.8696 or nathan@nmwild.org

Cail and set up a visit with Senator Bingaman today!

In Albuquerque: 625 Silver Ave. SW, Suite 130
Albuguerque, NM 87102
505-346-6601

119 Fast Margy, Suite 101

Santa Fe, NM 87501

3035-988-6647

In Las Cruces: 148 Loretto Towne Centre, 505 South Main

Las Cruces, NM 88001
505-523-6361

In Santa Fe;

Update on the Planned Growth Strategy

We are pleased to report that the PGS las passed and been signed.

Al their September 23rd meeling, the City Council took up Crdinance FS 0-02.
39 which is the core of the PGS, During the more than 3 hour public comment
period, many pecple spoke for or against the ordinance. When the vote was
finalty taken it was clear that support was there and the measure passed 7-2. To
many observers, this was a major shill in support as Councilers Payne and Winter
voted to pass in conlrast to their earlier opposition, When asked later, Payne
voiced suppart for the many changes that had been made since the original ordi-
nance was introduced. He said *[ can’t think of a single objectionable item in this
docurncnt. It says afot about this council's ability to worl together,”

At a subsequent Council meeting on October 3rd, Resolution R-02-111 whicl:
completes the PGS was also passed by the Council, also by a 7-2 vote. It was
now clear that public support for & mare progressive growth strategy had pre-
vailed.

We have since leaned that Mayor Chavez has signed both the Ordirance and the
Resolutions, so we can move ahead with implementation of the PGS and work
toward the vision of a more vibrant and progressive eity.

General Public Meetings

Manday, November 18th at 7:30PM
Vera Morwood will come to share her knowledge about Gardening,
Where: ist Unitarian Charch, 3701 Carlisle NE at Commanche, Social Hall,

Mondzy, December 16th at 7:30PM
Steve Cox will present a talk and slideshow on Birds.
Where: 1st Unitarian Church, 3701 Carliste NE at Commanche, Social Hall.

* * Vote on November 5th * *
We Urge You to Support the Club’s Endorsed Candidates
Bill Richardson for Govemnor of New Mexico
Gloria Tristani for 1.8, Senate

Richard Romero for U.8, House of Representatives, District 1
Tom Udall for U.S, House of Representatives, District 3

New Mexico House of Representatives

+ Rick Meira in District E1 (Central Albuquerque)

Miguel Gareia in District 14 (Southwaest Albuquergue)

Steve Archibeque in District 15 (Atbuquerque North Valley)
Sheryl Williams Stapleton in District 19 ( South Central ABQ)
Mimi Stowart in District 2} (South East Albuguergue)

J. Paul Taylor in District 33 (Dona Ana County)

Mick L. Salazar in District 40 {Santa Fe, Taos, Mora Counties)
Max Coll in District 47 {Santa Fe County)

W. Ken Martinez in District 69 (Ciboln & McKinley Counties)

Danny Hernandez for AMAFCA, District 1
Shirley Baca for Public Regulation Commission, Distriet 3

Early voting continues antit November 2nd. Check with your County
Clerk for lacations and times.

.

‘

-

Cheek elsewhere in this newspaper for more information on the candidates,
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Children’s Water Festival a Great Success !

Is there water on Zork? What's it tike to be ‘Swimimin’ in the Rio
Grande'? Whao's got the water?

Nearly 1600 4th grade students from Albuquerque, Los Lunas and Rio
Rancho leamed the answers to these water questions and much more at
the 4th Children’s Water Festival, a celebration of water education, held
at the Albuquerque Convention Center on October 17th and 18th.

As they got off the buses, the students were greeted by the Water Wizard
“who knows alf there is to know about H:0", Later, they met the Xeric
City Scarcerow whe assisted them as they built water filters fo purify
water from the Rie Grande. Students negotiated water sharing agree-
nients, and looked for “bugs™ in the water to determine its purity,
created a mini-river and used a groundwater model 1o ‘see’ how water
moves underground.

Why a Water Festival? In various ways, water has been i the news ail
summer. Back in May, we learned that we could not hike many of our
favorite trails or visit those special places. Why? Not encugh water; fire
d_anger too high. The fires of 2002 will be remembered for a long, long
time - many square miles of forests gone, houses lost, millions of doilars
spent to fight the fires. Why? A complex of reasons including tot
enough water, The water challenges faced by residents of the Middic
Rio Grande valley are serious now. Imagine how much greater these
challenges may become,

[n 15 years or so, these students wili be the water engineers and manag-
ers; the voters and decision makers. They wil§ have to make critical
choices about water and they must have the facts, concepts, values and
critical thinking skills 1o do thot, Fastival arganisnre hnpe that the Water
Festival provides teachers and their students with some of those water
facts and concepls and values and that the Festival is a catalyst that sets
off a chain reaction for cver more water education to take place in every
school and each heme,

Dozens of organizaticns and individuals donated time, resources and
money to make the Water Festival possible. More than 175 volunteers
helped guide groups of students, present aclivities, assist the presenters,
or do a variety of tasks to ensure that the cvent ran smoothly and that the
students had fun while they leamed. The Rio Grande Chapter of the
Sierra Club was a financial supporter of the Water Festival.

The next Water Festivat will be in Santa Fe in March 2003, Look for
more news in the Jannary/February issue of the Sierran.

Political Open House a Big Success

On November [4th, more than 125 people gathered at the 1st Unitarian
Church to hear and taik to many of the candidates running for office in
the upcoming clection. Almost 20 candidates, including Governor &
Lt. Gevernor, U.S. Senate, US House of Representatives, New Mexico
House of Representatives, State Land Commissioner and AMAFCA
attended. Attendees included many of our endorsed candidates. After
brief statements, attendecs gathered to talk informally with the candi-
dates about their issues and concers.

Many candidates voiced their thanks for our less formal format without
head to head questions and debate.

Many thanks to all who attended and to those who helped organize this
event. ’

Ciudad Soil and Water Conservation
District is Saved

At the Special Election back on Seplember 17th, Albuguergue area
citizens voted overwhelmingly to keep the Ciudad Scif and Water
Conservation District (SWCD).

As we reported in the last issue of the Rie Grande Sierran, the SWCD
works quictly but diligently to preserve our natural resources. While
operating with a budget of onty $12,000, they receive and administer
grants totaling more than $300,000 from various agencies for erosion
control and drainage, water quality and availability and education
regarding all of these functions - all work that would not happen without
the SWCD.

Thanks to all the folks who cared to vote, the SWCD can continue with
its outstanding work.

Novemser/Decemsen 2002

Executive Committee Elections )

Ballots for bath the Rie Grande Chapter and the Central New Mexico Group
are included in this newletier. They are on the back of the outside page (the
onc the mailing label i5 attached to).

All Central Group members should vote for candidates for the Executive
Comumittees of both the Rio Grande Chapter and the Central New Mexico
Group. (You are a menmber of the Central New Mexico Group if the number
1701 appears at the lop of your maiting label,)

Once you liave tmarked your ballot, it should be maited bhack to the Election
Committee address listed on the ballot.

Candidate statements for the Central New Mexico Greup eandidate are below,
Statements for the Chapler Executive Commiitee are presented elscwherc in
this newspaper.

PLEASE VOTE. MAIL BALLOTS BY NOVEMBER 30th

Maribeth Theisen
As a social worker for the last 25 years, ] have been a tirgless advacate for my

clients. 1 would Jike to put that same energy and commitment to work far the
Sierra Club.

As a member of the Exccutive Committee, 1 will work te preserve wildemess
areas, and protect them from ranching, mining, nanufacturing, and drilling
interests.

Preservation of our natural resources alse means educating the public about
clean, sustainable, encrgy options, such as salar, wind and hydrogen cell
technology; therefore, I plan to find ways to raise the public’s awarcress,
motivation arx access to utilize allernalive energy sources,

Twill also raise awareness througls education about the need to conserve our
precious water resoarces,

1 have been a Sierra Club mesmber since the mid-80's. I moved to Atbuquerque
it 1991 and immediately became active in Club activities here, serving on the
Centra New Mexico Group Excom in 2 number of positions. 1am alsoa
mentber of the Rio Grande Chapter Excomn, and serve as Treasurei.

I am very encousaged by the accomplishments of the Group this year: We ave
recruited new members to the Excom. We have invigorated our General
Mectings and used them as venue lo spread our message to morc of our
members and the general public, We have worked with our endorsed candi-
dates in their clection campaigns. We lave also continued our efforts 1o
preteet the Rie Grande and the Sitvery Minnow.

[ bedieve that it is eritical that we continue and enlarge these effods. Under the
current administration we arc seeing increased attacks on our envireament.
Not oniy must we oppose these attacks, we find and use any mears to increase
protection of our special places fike Petrogiyph Monument and Olera Mesa. |

1 offer my continued dedication to these efforts and would be henored to -
continge as & memher of the Exccutive Committee.

Alma Rosa Silva Banuelos

Candidate Statement Hlad Not Been Received by Presstime

-/

Outings
Saturday, November 2nd - Desert Exploratory Hike
Come and visit some of New Mexico’s most incredible and beautiful
landscapes hidden in it’s desert places. Strangely eroded and colorful
rocks, badiands, precipitous cliffs, outstanding vistas, mysterious
narrow and winding canyons, archeological sites, petrified forests and
other fossils, historic inscriptions, stone tools, pottery, pictographs and
peteoglyphs are some of the discoveries we have made on the Desert
Exploratory Hikes in the past.
These hikes are not physically difficul, but will require 2 sensc of
adventure on the part of participants. There will rarely be a trail and the
route will be very rocky ard uncven at times. Sometimes we scramble
over rack surfaces (non-technical climbing) and walk narow ledges,
but this is quite often optional. Typical distance traveled is between 4
and 8 miles and we usually gain less than 1000 feet of elevation.
Meeting time wilt vary from 8:30AM to 10AM. Meeting place will
always be Smith’s, at Carlisie and Menaul, nearest to Carlisle. Contact
leader by previcus Wednesday for info. on specific hike location and
meeting time. Joint outing with Owtdoor Adventures For Singles.
Leader: Tom Petencin 271-9928 tompeten{@juno.com
Sunday, November 19: Pino Trail, Sandia Mountain Wilderness
Approx. 6 miles round-trip, 2500 fi. elevation. Excelient conditioning
hike from Efena Gallegos to Sandia Crest. David Ther, 260-1553.
Saturday, Nov. 161h and Sundays, December Sth, 21st, and 29th -
Desert Exploratory Hike (see description for Nevember 2nd for details)
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NORTHERN NEW MEXICO (alias Santa Fe) GROUP 2002 MEETINGS

Tuesday, November 19, 7 PM
HEALING NEW MEXICO’S RIVERS AND STREAMS

MaryAnn McGraw of the New Mexico Environment
Départment, Surface Water Quality Bureau, will discuss
riparian restoration techniques being used in New
Mexico. Over 3,795 miles of the state’s rivers are
affected in some way by non-point source pollution.

The Sutface Water Quality Bureau offers grants
under the Clear Water Act for projects designed to
restore our streams and rivers to health. MaryAnn, who
is also on the Board of the Santa Fe Botanical Garden,
has been active in both doing restoration and teaching
about it.

She will share her knowledge and her slides to help
us understand the prablems from non-point source
pollution and the methods available to ameliorate its
effects.

All meetings, outings, and aciivities
are FREE and open to the public.

Membership meetings are held at the Unitarian Church
107 W. Barcelona St (between Galisteo and Don Gaspar).

Saturday, December 14, 6 PM

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
The Commons, 2300 West Alameda

Come and share the spirit of the holidays with your
fellow Sierra members and leave full of scrumptious
food, inspiration, and having found new friends! As
usual, please bring 8 servings of one of the following:
appetizers, salads, veggie dishes, meat dishes,
casseroles, breads, desserts, If you don't like to cook or
don’t have the time, bring beer, wine, fruit juices, soft
drinks. Warming oven and refrigerator are available, as
are serving implements, silverware, and plates.

For further information, call Ken Hughes (474-0550)
or Norma McCallar (471-0005).

We will have a speaker after dinner. News about
that will be distributed around December 1 in our bi-
mounthly flyer.

Northern New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club
621 Olo Santa Fe Trail, Plaza 621, Suite 10, Santa Fe, NM 87505

505 . 983.2703

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR

Well, election time is upon us — both for our own Chapter and
Group Club officials ~ and as you surely know by now, for our
local and state elected offices.

Please review the comments by candidates for the Santa
Fe/MNorthern NM Chapter Executive Committee on the adjeining
sheet, as well as the Chapter candidates, vote on the back page
and mail it in by November 30.

Please make the vofing turnout better than normal. It
gives us an added feeling of support 11!

Regarding our races for the office of Governor on down,
please review the Club's endorsements sent 10 you two weeks ago
before you vote. We spent considerable time and reflection on
them.

On forest restoration matters, our October meeting
highlighted Dr. Melissa Savage of The Four Corners Enstitute
here in Santa Fe. She is involved in a project on Rowe Mesa on
the Valle Grande Grass Bank to use fuelwooders to thin an area
of ponderosa pine so that the Forest Service can burn it in hopes
of reestablishing the natural fire regime.

At the November mecting, continuing with our “restoration”
theme, MaryAnn McGraw of the New Mexico Environment
Department — Surface Water Quality Bureau will discuss riparian
restoration techniques. It is important that we not just focus on
“preservation” of the West but address the needs of much of
land for restoration. As we discussed with Dr. Savage, at what
turned out to be quite a lively meeting, we cannot accurately
determine “pre-settlement” conditions in many cases. But we can
determine what constitutes 2 functioning ecosystem and attempt
to produce that. We hope you will join us to learn about ways to
do that on our streams and rivers on November 19,

Doug Fraser

10 Rio GranDE SIERRAN

CONSERVATION CHAIR Paul Paryski

Again the major issue facing the Northern New Mexico group
has been water or rather the lack thereof. Specifically we have
focused on the much-contested Santa Fe City ordinance for
establishing a water budget. Two versions were proposed by two
distinet groups in the City Council. One a more or less real
water budget ordinance proposed by four Councilors (Bushee,
Coss, Chavez, Heldmeyer) and another rather poorly conceived
and written bill full of loopholes but also some good points by an
opposing group {Ortiz, Lopez, Wurzburger, Peffer). After a
stormy public hearing in Sweeney Center, with a vast majority of
those who spoke and attending strongly supporting the "real”
Bushee water budget ordinance, the other ordinance was passed
with Mayor Delgado casting the tie-breaking vote. Now the
Council must make this ordinance workable and establish
administrative procedures, no easy task. At least the principle of
a water budget that analyzes supply and demand and somewhat
addresses establishing water allocation priorities is now law, weak
though it may be. There is still some small hope.

Tom Turney has established a Water Reuse and Water
Efficient Homes task force that has produced some very
significant sugpestions and a specific plan of action that will soon
be put into execution. A good initiative,

Bear populations continue to be stressed by the lack of food
caused by the drought and pressure from hunters and habitat
loss. The bear sub-population in the Sandia Mountains has been
severely affected. 1gnoring calls for the suspension of bear
hunting in this region, the Game Commission only shortened the
season. A bad initiative.

Phelphs Dodge is planning 10 amend the existing Mining Aet
to allow mining companies to self-bond for the cleanup costs of
closed mining operations, We shall keep you informed and hope
to count on our nembers’ support in calling their legislators to
opposed this amendment.

The fight to save the Rie Grande silvery minnow and indeed
the Rio Grande ecosystem suffered a setback when a District
Supreme Court Judge ruled that Albuquerque did not have to
release water to keep the Rio Grande flowing for the minnow,
overturning a previous judge’s ruling. The Sierra Club and the
Alliance for the Rio Grande Heritage have been fighting to both
save the minnow and the river,

Movensen/Decerser 2002



GROUP OUTINGS FOR 2002 and 2003

Sat Sun November
2 Modernte/Strenuous Bike Ride, [oop up Bland Canyon and

do_wn Cochiti Canyon, possible visit to ghest town of Blagd, 15
miles/1500" gain, Michnel DiRosa {663-0648) '
z Ensy/Modgrate Hike Penstemon Ridge, wear good hiking
boots, 6+ m.ltcs R/T. Dogs ok. Norma McCalian (471-0605)
3 Easy Hike in the Cerrillos Hills, leaving from Walgreens
parking lot in Villa Linda Mall,  AM. Victor Atyns {438-9434)
3 Strenuous Hike Horsethiel Meadow from Panchuella CG, 11
0 miles, 2500° gafn, dogs OK. Tobin Qruch (820-2844) '
Muoderate Hike, dops okay, or Intermediate XC ski i snow (no
dogs). Lionel Soracco (983-6715)

10 Moderate lIfke to Seven Springs, unique travertine formations
near San Ysidro, 9 miles, <1000" gain, Optional second slop al’
Alabaster Cave for those desiring, some tight crawling, wilk
need a helmet and 3 sources of light. Rich Capua (413-1’948)

16 Easy Birdwatch Walk, bring bi
v g binoculars. Ron Dufly (982-2890
16 Strenuous Hike 1o Santa Fe Baldy, 14 miles, 28003“ j(gnin, goin;

even if snow, catly start, Phil Somervell (473-4797)
17 Modemte.[SIrenuous Hike from Caja del Rio 1o White Rock
Canyon rim and volcanic plug, roughjolt trail, high clearance
cars helpful. Norbert Sperlich (474.4354)
23 Strenuous Hike, Holy Ghest CG to Spirit Lake in Pecos, 14
o miles/2800" gain, alt if snowpacked. Heather Liston (982-9’1:15)
Modorate/Strenuous Snowshoe in Pecos Holy Ghost area or
” hike if no seow (call o se€). Marcin Skillman (474-7414)
Moderate/Strenuous Hike, Queen Mary/Otowi Mesa ncar LA
ooruztllag%l Pcal:: sE 01£ town, 10-12 miles/2300°, off-trail and
T with rock scrambling. Stephien Ma i -797-
o 51':pdm'@hmmuil'm‘:ﬂ)g p Markowitz {505-797-5833

e ™ Gy ™ fAity 2003

4 Easy/Moderate Hike in Cerrillos Hills. Dogs allowed. Leave
9 AM. Bob McKee (6723426}
5 Moderate Hike enther Liston (982-5713)

11 Ensy Hike. Gail Bryant (505-757-6654)

1t Moderate Bike Trip iq Cabezon area, Michael DiRosa
(663-0648)

12 Moderate Hike. Dops allowed. Tobin Oruch (820-2344)

18 Ensy Birdwatch Walk. Bring binoculars. Ron Dufly (982-2690)

18 Intermedinte__Cross-Count Ski  Trip. 1f no snow,
moderate/strennous hike. Dogs allowed if hike. Lionel Soraceo
(983-6715)

19 Meoderate Hike in Arroyo del Cobre near Abiquiu. Ooe steep,

rocky section. Norbert Sperlich (474-4354)
25 Woderate Hike in Sandia footbills, Stephen Markowitz

(505-797-5833)

26 Intermedinte Cross-Country Ski Trip.
(982-9715)

26 EsasyModerate Hike on abandoned railroad bed headingsouth
rom Community College. Dogs allowed. Leave 9:30 AM.
Norma McCalian (471-0003)

Heather Liston

GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
Graup Executive Commiitecs Group Conservation Comenittee:
Wednesday, November 6, 6:30 M Tuesday, November 26, 7PM
Tuesday, December 3. 6:30 PM “Tuesday, December 17,7 BM
Tuesday, January 7, 6:30 PM
Water Pof-Luck {John Buchser's house [820-02011):
Tucsday, November 12, 6:30 PM
Tuesday, Deceruber 10, 6:30 PM

Sat Sun December
1 [Easy Hike in Diablo Canyon. Leave 9 AM. Vi
s s e . Victor Atyas
7 Moderate Hike in La Bajada arca. Mostly off-trail. Leave

§ AM. Lester Drapela (438-3306)
8  Moderate Hike. Gail Bryant (505-757-6654)
14 Slrel'luuus Thike {rom La Bajada to Tetilla Peak. 12 miles RT,
1700" clevation gain, partly off-irail. Michael DiRosa (66‘3-0648)l
15 Moderate hike. Dogs allowed. Tobin Qruch (820-2844)

21 Tasy Birdwatch Walk. Bring bi
\3 3 g binoculars. Ron Dulfy {982~

21 Intfsrmediale Cross-Country _ Ski_ Trip. 1f ' §10 fnsg(\?
moderatefstrenuons hike. Dogs allowed on hik ionel
Eeen (OB.6715) I n hike only. Lionel

22 Eagv Hike on Nun’s Corner Loop. Some steep scclions. Be
prepared for snow; wear boots. Dogs allowed. Leave 9:30 AM
-8 Norma MeCallan (471-0003) .
Moderate Hike in Ojito area, road conditi itti
Stephen Markowitz (505-707-5833) tions permitiot:
29 I(\:I:'da;n:eélike ]J[o Tor (voleanic knob) and the Blowhole in the
ja del Rio. Mostly off-traif, some ro i
e (iTa.a558) e rough sections. Norbert

PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE QUTINGS LEADER PRIOR TO

A HIKE FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.

For additional outings in Northern New Mexico,
please check the Pajarite Group page(s) in this newsletter.

MUCHAS GRACIAS

We want to thank all those who made our yard salc on
October 5 a success. In particular a Jiuge thank you to Carole
Owens for her gencrous and cheerful hosting of this complex
event in her garage and driveway. We are also deeply grateful to
those whe volunteered their time t0 price, set up, and man the
tables. In addition to Carole, we had Kathy and Doug Fraser,
Barbara Johnsoq, Lionel Soracco, J affaa Spiro, Kay Carlson, Jan
Kindel, Carof Szpakowskd, Berpard Preskin, and Notima
McCallan.

RIOQ GRANDE SIERRAN NOW ON THE 'NET !
http:.f,’wmv.riograndc.sicrraclub.org’santafcﬂ1omc.hlml

PLEASE READ THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
CANDIDATE STATEMENTS ON THE NEXT PAGE

Outlngs Hetes - Unloss ctharwise noted, all eutings leave trom the Sientaoffice, 621 Old
‘Serfia Fo Treil, Plaga 621, just south of Kaune's Grocery at tho corner of Cld SF Traii and

Pasen du Peralia, Carpadiing wili bo mranged. Each Tiket should come propued to pay

5¢ a mila 1o the driver of the car In which sfhe rides. Bring & tunch, vater, sturdy hiking
boots of shoes, and clothing sultable for the weather - loader fasanes tha right 1o tun
away anyone whoso equipment of oxperience Rppears unsulieble, Leader hes right to
slter doatination ef hike of eance! Wip duo lo wealher, unfavoreblo conditions, of
Insufficlentnumbera of purticipants.U panied minot neve written permiagion
{from perents cf guardiensto particlpate; pernission forms Bre available atthe Sletre Ciub
oifice. Dogs net parmitied on hikes unloss noted othenwise. Talephone teader for dotslls
of the individual hike. To partisipate, you will need 1o sign a fiability waivar. lf you would
fiko 1o read a copy of tho walve?, see hitp:/f eintraclub.orgfout ff

& o NORTHERN NEW MEX1CO GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEL CHAIRS ¢ ¢

Chair -— Doug Fraser * Jraser@thuntefcaiet 4747615 | 662-4104 fax

Vice-Chair — Barbara Johnson * tunah3@aol.cam 466-4935
Secretory/Treas — Lionel Soracca 983-6715
Paliticn! Committee—Susan Marlin * smartin@iani.gov 088-5206
MembershipfActivist Outings —_-Norma MecCallan *
mnccaﬂ'an@mfndspring.com 471-0005
Newstetter/Tubliclty — Kay Carlson kearlsonwp@earihlinknel 082-3526
Web Master — Gina Ararda goranda@cnsp.comn 424-1615
424-1435

Phone Tree — Berta Honna
Chapter Rep — Doug Fraser * fram@ﬂumleknut AT4T615
+ Member of the SF Group Executive Cormmiliec

Novemser/DecemBER 2002

Outings — Norbest Sperlich 474-4354
-— Tobin Cruch onich@lanl.gov  820:2844
Conservation — Faul Taryski * pparyski@aol.con 992-1984
Mining — CiIT Larsen . clarsen l@ixnelcom.com 166-2428
Water-fohn Buchser * jbucluer@canhﬁrdr.net 820-0201
National Parks-George Grossman 0821024
Rangelands-Roger Petesson rogpete@acl.com 0§3-7559
Carson Nal'} Ferest-George Cirossman * 9521024
Actbvist OQutings-Norma MceCaltan * nmecallan@mindspring.com 471-0005
Growih—Eleanct Eisenmenger 8206401
— Jan Kindel * Jjankindel@acl.com 474-7207
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NORTHERN NEW MEXICO (alias Santa Fe} GROUP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CANDIDATES

GINA ARANDA

My name is Gina Aranda. | am the webmaster for the Nunhem
NM Group. | have lived in Santa Fe for six years; before 1h_at [ fived
19 years in Mexico where | taught science fror? an -ecoluglc_:al "
perspective and wrote a few environmental arficles in 9_;pan|sh._A er
soming 1o the USA, | gradually changed my career o 1n10rmatl:n
technology. | worked as systems analyst/network adm!nlstralor ;.rd
twa years in the office of the Governor, and whilst my job there di
not involve politics, | did nevartheless see that the fiver of Cengress
is where our disagreements are most preductively wori(ecsl out: |

1 presently work In the DOH Environmental Health Epidemiclogy
Unit as a database administratar, where my efforts concentrate on
locating environmental health rescurces in the state. g

My conservation policy Is to focus on issues of po_pulatlon an
education as a fmeans o proasctively press tof a susialr}able
environment in which ail life forms have the right to a viable and
clean habitat.

DOUG FRASER

| have been a lifelong conservationist and n'aembo.‘ar of the Club
since 1977, Most of my employment has been in env!ronmenially
related fields. In the '60s | was a hydrology enginger |In the_Stale |
Engineer's Office; the '70s chief attorney for gha .State.s‘ environmental
agency (EJA) and, as such, the Agency's Ieglsl_atwe point n_'larn 5
working an passage of the Air and Water Quality Ac_:ts..radla ion a:\h
waste laws, etc.; the early '90s the Chapler's E__obbwst involved in the
Mining, Endangered Species, and Tire Recycling Acls.‘ among s
olhers; more recently, | worked for passage of the Anti-SLAPP Suit
IaW‘Fcar the past five years, | have been Chair 91 the SF/Northera NM
Group and the Group's representative to thg F!!o Gra.n'de Chanpter. In
that time, the Group published the awgrd-mnnmg mining manual
Avolding the Shaft and a report on environmental ]u_stu:e'. p.ut on &
series of wetl-attended free public workshops on mining, mldilfg.
wilderness, forest, and grazing issugs;|and sontinues to work with

P T

SUSAN MARTIN

A Sierra Club member since 1974, t am chair of the Nerthern NM
Group Pelitical Subcommittee and belisve strongly that the Club
must be inclusive in its braad work to protect the environment. My
pofitical environmental experience started with volunteer campaign
efferts and led to being a committee counsel to the 1.5, House of
Representatives, serving as attarney for the Matural Rescurces
Defense Councit in D.C. and Iobkying with the Sierra Club to protect
the EPA from the Reagan administration's efiorts to gut it through the
budget process (sinilar to efforts by this Congress and President),

Local environmental efforts include serving as the elected chair
of the Santa Fe Metropolitan Water Board and three years working
as planner director for the New Mexico Enviroament Department,

The Sierra Club is an extremely effective advacacy group for the
protection and improvement of the envirsnment and speaks for
diverse issues ranging from endangered species to environmental
public health. Gur strength comes fram using different approaches to
promote a healthy ecosystem, As a member of the Ex Comm, | wile
continue ta work to support the Rio Grande Chapter's efforts to

‘protect our enviranment on a local, national, and globa! basis,

EDIE PIERPONT

Action to protect the environment remains a eritical need from
Santa Fe to our whole warld, | am a candidate for a position on the
Northern NM Group Ex Comm because | find that the Sierra Club
continues o take action in the many areas where | have warked for
the environment over the years for the League of Women Voters, |
have been a member of the Sierra Club since 1983. Tha club’s
members have been my colleagues and it would be a pleasure to
help cut in a more active manner,

| have worked on issues such as water, fand use plansing,
mining and solid waste, wilderness protection, transportation and
energy. | have helped the Siarra Club with its endorsement of
candidates for political office,

My background includes velunteer registered lobbyist for the
League since 1984; six years as state natural resources chair for the
League, including national conventions and lobbying in Washington;
participation in state study committees and work on Environment
Pepartment bucdgets; board member of the NM Enviranmental Law
Center for 11 years; member of the former Santa Fe Conservation
Committee that saw the current crisis coming for many years.

| am the League's representative to the Jemez y Sangre Water
Planning Council and cantinue to follow growth and water issues,
and am a board member of the Great Cid Broads for Wilderness.
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BARBARA H. JOHNSON

ber of the Sierra Club since 1989, | was aclive in t.he
Anggergec?;aap:er hefore moving to New I\ﬁexico in' 19?1; a writer and
editor for 25 years, over 10 as a legal editor working in land use
litigation; editor of the Rio Grande Sierran for over three years, when
it received the Sierra Club's Newsletter of the Ylear Award; a member
of the SF/Northern NM Group Executive Committea for over four
years and fis Vice-Chair for the past three years; the Chaplers ©and
delegate to the National Council of Club Leaders for thres years; an
edited the Group's mining manual Aveiding the Sheft and _tha
Chaptlar's Spraw! Costa/Spraw! Solutions, both hanored with the
Sierra Club's Special Achievement Award.

While | balieve that uncentralled growth may be one of the most
pressing problems facing NM, there are other !mpoﬁant Is;ugs that
need to be addressed, such as well—water, v:nlderness, wildlife, and
mining. The Sierra Club addresses the many issues that affect our
environment and it encourages a diversity of apinion on those
issues. | am committed to continuing the Sierra C!L_at:'s hundred-year-
old policy of effective grassroots enviranmental activism.

GCLIFF LARSEN

| have been a member of the Sierra Club since 1991 and have
served as the Chair of the Group Conservaticn Comr_mttee. |
currently am the Co-chair for Mining |ssires for tI'!e Rio Grﬂnc!e
Chapter and a member of the NM Resource Advisory Council to ihe
E!U“II..-W: particutarly proud of our accomplishments in m]ning issues
over the last tew years. We have helped close an operation near
Cuba that was riddled with environmental problems, helped the
community of Cerrillos stop the destruc:ior_) of Buf{a!o Melintain,
slowed the expansion of the mica processing iacn[ty near Ve_larde.
%ept Phelps Dodge krom getting a five-year ex.tensmn on their clese-
out responsibilities and helped force substantial banding of the

tp Mine near Questa. .

Mnl??:eplieve that aur greatest task in the year ahead is to bu]id a
grealer invalverent of our membership in areas of spraw, wildlife

RUTH SHANTI WAGNEH -
| grew up in Texas and Calorado around sefentists and
environmentalists and through esmosis, gained some understanding
of the scientific view, but hald a more intuitive holistic vision, | have a
great love of nature and a strong interest in praserving its vitality,

In the summers of 1970-71 | assisted with popuiation genetics
and ecclogy projects in Colorada; 1972.73 | was a full time volunteer
an the Colorada Gpen Space Councit regarding o¥ shale; 1977-79
did research and pubfic comment on diversion dams, logging and
coal strip-mining in Montana; 1980-81 worked for endangered
species with the Audubon Society in Beskeley; 1982-84 researched
for lawyers on the Navaje Reservation to stop coal development;
1990-91 researched alternative fuel methods for WIPP issuas in
Santa Fe; 1995-98 researched for and built a house with
environmentally sensitive construction technigues in Virginia.

A landscape artist since 1982, | have also done commercial
illustralion and design and taught an workshops and classes,
Currently, | paint landseapes in oil,

Innovative solutions exist in and oulside the box Io all eurrent
environment challenges. My interests are preservation of wildlands,
global warming, water, and ideas that lower and eventually eliminate

the negative impact of our mobile, convenlent society on the natural
world,

RIGHT NOW 7 RIGHT THIS
MINUTE - TURN TO THE LAST
PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER

AND CAST YOUR VOTE FOR

FOUR OF THESE WORTHY

CANDIDATES. (| KNOW, IT

WON'T BE EASY DECIDING
BETWEEN THEM.)
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Sal]t;;day, November 9 » Short Morning Hike on the Cabra Trail near
B rrun]ca;] Mesa—DMesat at Guaje Pines Cemetery at 9:00an. Bring water,
arm clothes, and a snack, RSVP to Dick and Judy Opsah {662-9404) '
Saturday, November 30 » X-Coun i )
- try Ski Tour—7Yes, this yea i
snow. Contact Caroie or Abe Jacobson {672-957%). s year here will e

I"n;lnj«:-six_mday, December 6-8 = Bosque del Apache Birding—It's time
Agamh or our annuall W(.:ekend camping and birding trip to the Bosque del
pache National Wildtife Refuge. The group campground, accessible b,
::;1}-,1 is aiE the end of the main casi-west road inside the reserve. Picnic Y
t;mz:sl:l lrlc:l grates, and pnr‘i-a-pollics ave available. The winter bird popula-
" (503-:;;5 llnl::lzv'cllt e;l‘abi]lfhcd.dCamping is limited to the first 30 who sign
ug. rested in the birdwatching activities can arran, i

arrange for ledgin,
in nearby Sccorro.) Tour loops are open during daylight hours enl Bc:g *
prepared for cold nights. g
Imagine going to sleep and wakin
leep o g up among thovsands of snow and
Canada geese, sandhitl cranes, and ducks of various feathers! Knowledge-

able birders are especiall ister i
; y welcome, Please register in ad
Rainer Bleck (662-2368; ibleck@yahoo.cum)f; hadvance: Contac

Pl "
ease check the Northern Group pages for additional outings in the areq,

ihe Jacobson’:

Irrigation (centinued from page 5}

require both a market for the erop and more effort
or expense on the part of the farmer, International
transport and marketing of crops mean that a
govemment agricultural subsidy halfway around
the world can affect a farmer here in the Rio
Grande Vailey.

Lhns a large population.

1’1lrncclings are held in the upstairs rooms in Mesa Public Library at
Sed :00pm and are open to the public. General mectings aze on the first
ednesday, conservation meetings the second Wednesday, and ExComim

meelings the third W e Wi ]
e g i ednesday. There will be no General Meeting in January

Opet MEETING
AN ICELAND ADVENTURE

WEDNEsDAY, Novemser 6 - 7:00pm
Misa Pusuic Lisrany « Usstains MeeTinG Rooms

% oin Rainer and Ilse Bleck for a slide presentation of their trip to
</ Ieeland this surnmer. Exgplore the geological wonders and lezrn
about the people, their history, and the environmentat problem:
caused by the settlement of this fragile land. P ’

&
OPEN MEETING
THE Beans of Katmal
WEDNESDAaY, DECEmBER 4 - T:00pm

Misa Puslic Lisrary - Upstains MEETING RODMS

&F D Alaska's Brown Bears, has 12 years of experience with brown
bears in the field, including along the coast of the Alaska Peninsula.

This presentation will give us a glimpse into the secset life of bears—
including the fact of bear {nfanticide, and the misperceplions of bears
as being both unpredictable and asocial.

httpy/rlogr n'c_i'e.s'ié_r.'.r"a_Cf‘._l'ﬁ-ﬁ_"!"_g"/.i"al.-a?'t”/

~Mait Heavner is the \yebme_ist'ef o

stock more local produce. Giranted, Santa Fe has Finally, we have 10 make sure that alt of these
\he advantoge of tourists who buy some of the
nighes-value ilems available at the farmers’ mar-
ket, but every city has some advantage.
Albuquergue, for example, is closer to warmer
growing zones with longer growing seasons, and

ssavings™ of water throught improved agricuitural
efficiencies do not just go 1@ providing more water
for urban growih. We nced to be very carelul how
we grow our cities and keep_our use is in balance
with recharge. Further, we must always keep in
mind that cur rivexs—and the creatures and eco-

How Can We City Slickers Help?

The first part of the solution is 1o provide an
assured local market for higher value crops. Santa
Fe has developed one of the best farmers’ markets
in the United States. This provides a market for
fresh foods, and balances the greater cost of farm-
ing higher value foods with a reasonably assured
sale of those foods and revenues that go directly t@
she farmer. We can help lo create extensive net-
warks of farmers’ markets in urban areas. Furthes-
more, we can urge our jocal corporate grocers Lo

Novemser/DecemBER 2002

The second part of the sobution proceeds directly
from the availability of an expanded masket. By
selling higher-valve crops, farmers have more
money Lo install dgip systems. The government has
more reassurance that any investment in Lrrigation
improvements will help maximize irrigation effi-
ciency while helping to stabilize rural
economics. Thus, we con make a very strong case
for politicians to infuse capital to help the process
along, without it seeming like a battomlcss pit for
1ax dollars.

systems that depend upon the rivers—also
depend on us for their sugvival.

Figww farmersmarke
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he foltowing five members of the Rio. Gronde

Chapter of the Sierra Clib are candidales

for tie Chapter's Execitive Commiftee. All
Chapter members are eligible to vote for three of
these candidates. Please use the ballot o page 15.

Mark Doppke

y name is Mark Doppke, and T have been

j M working as a computer engineer for Wore

: than 11 years. I built nuclear safeguard c.qmpment
and later supercomputer switches, I reahzc:, now
that engineering isn't as important as survival of
humans and the planet’s bio-diversity, so Iam
changing careers. ] am an extremely capable per-
son and well educated in most arcas that help or
threaten our survival, I am an environmentat activ-
ist in training and serve on the Sierra Club Ceniral
Group's Executive Committee with water as my

i main issue. I'm tearning leadership skills, organiz-

ing, campatgning, protesting, and writing grants.

Saving the earth is a war no one can afford e lose,

i so I'm setting out to find cut how much of a

- difference I can make. Please elect me.

—niarckdoppke @yvahoo.con

i am completing my fourth term on the Chapter
ExConm, the first two of which were several
years prior to the curvent terms. T have been the
Chapter Outings Chair for a number of years, am
the alternate Council and SWRCC delepate, and
am on the Conservation Commiliee. | have been
active in the Santa Fe Group for more than 25
years, serving on its ExCom for many years, a
lang-time member of the Political and Conserva-
tion Cammittees, and current Membership Chair,

For many years, I was the Group Outing Chaic
(or co-chair) and still try to lead a trip each month.
Tam completing my sixth and final year on the
natioral Group and Chapter Outings Committee.
Meeting Sierra members from all over the counury,
as well as staff and officers bas been an invaluable
experience, as s working through the policies
and guidelines governing the Club's outings
pragrams.

Tthink the Chapter's biggest challenge js getting
mote of our considerable membership involved in
attending Group mectings, parlicipating on out-
ings, working on political campaigns, becoming
canservation activists. We need more hands-on
projects, more options for involvement. As a Chap-
ter, we need to join, where feasible, with the many
other envirenmental and community groups across
the State in projects of muteal concerr. We also
need to acknowledge the needs and traditions of
eur multi-culiral peoples, while working to con-
serve our special open spaces, revive our precious
streams and riparian azeas, improve our public
transpertation, encourage in every way possible
the wisest use of our dwindling water sources, and
help to create a sustainable future for all of us.

If re-elected [ will ry to serve the whole of New
Mexico and West Texas to the best of my ability,
—mccallan@mindspring.com

14 Ric GraNDE SIERRAN

Susan Martin

Sierra Club member since 1974, 1 am chair of

the Northern New Mexico Group’s Political
Subcommittee and believe strongly that the Club
must be inclusive in its broad work to protect |h_c
environmeat, My political environmental experi-
ence started with volunteer campaiga effosts and
Jed to being a committee counsel to the U.S. House
of Representatives, serving as attomey for th
Matural Resources Defense Council in Washington
DC, and lobbying with the Siera Club to protect
the EPA from the Reagan administration’s efforts
to gut it through the budget process (sin'_]ilar to
recent efforts by this Congress and Presuient)..

My local environmental efforts include serving
as the elected chair of the Santa Fe Melmpo]sm‘n
Water Board and, three years working as planning
director for the New Mexice Environment
Department. )

“Fhe Sierra Club is an extremely effective advo-
cacy group for the protection and l:rnprmzernem of
{le ervironment, and speaks for diverse issues
ranging from endangered species to envnrqnmcx}tal
pubiic health. Our strength comes from using dif-
ferent approaches to promote a heaithy ccosysl.cm.
As a member of the Executive Commitiee, I \\.'111
work to support the Rio Grande Chapter's variety

R Bty grbaat e virnoment on a local,

~smartin3] @warldnet.airnei ™

Barbara H. Joknscn

g have been a member of the Sierra Club since
1989, and 1 was active in the Los Angeles Chap-
ter before moving to New Mexico ia 1991, I have
been a writer and editor for almost 25 years—more
than 1 as a legal editor, working in the ares of
tand-use itigation, 1 was editor of the Rie Grande
Sierran for more than three years, during which
time it received the Siersa Club’s Newsletter of the
Year Award. T have been a member of the Northern
New Mexico/Santa Fe Group Executive Commit-
tee since 1994: Y was its representative to the
Chapter ExCom before I was elected to the Chap-
ter ExCom in 1996, F am the Group’s Vice-Chair
and have edited its newsletter, Northern New
Mevxico Sierra Club News. 1 edited the Group's
mining manual Avoiding the Shaft and the
Chapter’s Spraw! Cests/Sprawi Sofutions, both of
which were honored with the Sietra Club’s Special
Achievement Award, 1 have been the Chapter's
delegate 1o the national Councit of Club Leaders
for the past three years.

Althongh T believe that encontrolled growth may
be one of the most pressing problems facing New
Mexico, there are other important issues which
need to be addressed as well—water and mining,
in particular. 1 work in the Sierra Club:

* becanse it addresses the many issues that
affect our environment, and
* because it contains and encourages
a diversity of apinion oa those issues.
T am commitied to centinuing the Sierra Club’s
hundred-year-old policy of effective grassroots
environmental activism.
—Lwnah3@acl.com

Rio Grande Chapter ExCom Candidate Statements

Ted Mertig

have been a Sierra Club member since 1981,

1 transferred here from the Johr Muir Chapte.r
in Madison, Wisconsin in 1984. I have been active
in the Bl Paso Regionat Group since that time.

I have been on the ExCom of he local Group )

for the majority of the time since then, il’l(:llldl‘l'lg
several terms as chairperson. My Activities with
the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club started
some time around 1986, when I became interested
in wilderness issues in New Mexico. I have served
sevesal termns as an elected ExCom member and
have been the Group representative from Ei Paso
for several terms also.

Several of the issues that I have been involved
in were wolf reintroduction and, wilderness ;J.ian-
ning. One of the major success stories of the issues
1 have worked on was the removal of cows from
the Diamond Bar grazing atlotmest in the Gila
Wilderness. I have also been active in the Sierra
Club’s Inner City Outings program (ICO). Lam
currently chair of the ICO progeam for both the
El Paso Group and the Rio Grande Chapter.

1¢ elected to the BExCom,  will continue te work
on issues that I find highly offensive, such as the
way the extractive industries run roughshod aver
our wilderness areas and onr public lands

in general.

L

HTEFTI e

915/852-3011
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Svgh fe ap-Liine
www.sierraclub.org/membership
ot aeluan Was {mm’
My Name

Address

City

State Zip

e-mail

0 Check enclosed, made payable io:
Sierra Club
P.O. Box 52968
Boulder, CO §0322-2968
Please charge my L] Mastercard Qvisa
Cardholder's Name
Card Mumber
Exp.Date ____/____

Join wil

MEMBERSHIP_CATEGORIES

2N

INTRODUCTORY
RecuLan
SUPPCRTING
CORTAIBUTING
LiFe

SenioR

Parareigvi gy 1R
Conlributions, gifts and dues to the Sicrra Club are net
tax-deduclible; they support our effective, citizen-based
advacacy and lobbying efforts, Your dues include S'.'..S(}

for a subscription to Sieri i
@ magazine and $1
Chapter newsletier. foryous

Rio Grande Chapter
Meeting

hie Rio Grande;Chapler will meet
on December: TN
station at'Sevill
Refuge near Socor
On Satu D
Carvell, the |
Coordinator from Washingion, DC
will lead a stralpgié planning scssit;n
foractivistss i @0 T/

s yesearch

The Coh_sér\{:iiii()ni:arid Exécutive
Committées will nect oniSunday,
December8. . & ¢ {7
) The cost of ledging at the Refuge
is $20/personfmight. All members ase
invited. If you are interested, please

cpnlacl Chapter Chair Jim Hannan

(ihannan505@aol.com; 988-5760).

L

Iease return this pz.lgc,' as your mailing
Jakel on the reyerse side validates your

._._memhe_rship(S)_-I_f__tlmr.e..are__m.or_ﬁ.m_an one. iy

Sierea Club smembers in your houschold, and
-youare not.all included on the mailing label,

“please list the addiibnal member on the label - ©

- {thus ensuting your confidentiality}. Each
_member may vote ot this balot; two columns

. of boxes for casting votes are provided far
. {his purpose. ’

Each Chapter member may vote for:
« three of the five candidates for
the Chapter ExCom, and
» candidates in only one Regionat
Group—-ihe one Lo which you
belong (see maiing tabel}.

Casting too many voles invalidates your
ballot.

Ballots witl be counsed at Election Chair
Gwen Wacdwell's home, at 7:00pm on Thurs-
day, 5 December 2002. Please contact Gwen

s -{438-3_060), if you are interested in being
- present during counting of the baliots. Other

membess of the Election Committee as¢

.. Ranier Bleck and Marilyn Cooper.

.- Réstilts are recognized officially at the

- close of the ExCopy Meeting at Sevilleta
~“on Sunday. § Decembes 2002. 77 -

TR kel Sty ections
LT Pastmendt szw>w ) V.V

DAEEEY LUV E

Send your ballot to:

Gwen Wardwell
Chair, Election Committee
945 Camino de Chelly

santa Fe, NM 287505

Chapter Ballot

Rio Grande Chapter
Executive Committee

see statements page 14,
Vote for up to three (3).

0 Mark Doppke
£1 Barbata Johnson®
O Susan Martin®
0 Norma McCallan®
0 Ted Mertigh

opooo

# fnewmbent -

Group Ballots

Northern Group
(#1704 on mailing labeb

See statements pages 10-12.

yote for up to four (4).

Gina Aranda
Doug Fraser®

Barbara Johnson™
CHEE Larsen™
Susan Martin®

Edie Pierpont
Ruth Shanti Wagner

gpoocooo
opopopoo

Central Group
#1701 onmailing label)

see statements pages 8&9.
vote for up to three (3).

O O Alma RosaSilva Banuelos
1 © Blair Brown®
O O Maribeth Theisen

Novemper/DECEMBER 2002
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Pray For snow—and Keep On Hiking

by Norina MeCallan

fie golden days of auumn e dwindling,

\here is & sharpness to the wind, many of the

brilljant aspen leaves have fallen, though the
purpie asters and tawny chamisa still hang on. Yel

it is still a mellow, forgiving time—2 (ime 10 soak
up every sunny hour against the chill of oncoming

© Siefra

Alamos). .

Harold Newman (9 15/351-9384-F1 Paso).

Giood conditioning hike from Blena Gal
R ARRERC DT ' :
(47?-1948-’5!75)'

Club Outings in Novem

! Salurdaﬁr, Novcinhi:r 9 Ani_huﬁy"s MNose, Franklin Mn'\'ihi_:ii.né _S:taic
Park—Strenuots hike, good scrambling to gei 1o this sgc’b_n_d_—hig:‘tjest :
peak in the Franklins. Mike Episcopo (915/584-9322-El Paso). %

Saturday, November 9 » Cahra Trail neat Barranca MeSa_'Shdrt :

morming hike, Meet at Guaje Pines Cemetery at 9:00am. Bring water, -
warm clothes, and & snack, Dicl and Judy Opsahl (662-9404-Los

Saturﬁny!Sunday, November #/10 « Chiracahua Bnclilincl{-»-
Gtrenuous hike along the Crest Trail in this remote wilderness.

Sunday, November 10 » Pino Trail, _Sandizi Moﬁiitain'WiMernésé— '
legos o the C_r_f:st.'Davic_! Ther |

S:lqtlét{']c{l]:’ly, No;ye:}iﬁu'af 16 » Sania e Baldy Strennous Hike—I4 mile:
B0 c_:.I?\fch.rn gain, snow or no snow, Phil Somerveil (473;47974Si§é)

winter. We atl will hope and pray for some serious
snowstorms these next months to provide a good

snowpack that will send water to our parched land

next spring, (and create the opportuanity for skiing
and snowshoeing that so many Sierrans love).
Meanwhile, there are lots of good dayhikes

coming up 1o keep you fit and inspired—and
down south, El Paso way, & goud season for
backpacking.

Be sure to call the leader for details, and check
out the Giroug pages for additional outings and
activities. All arca codes are 5035, except as noted.

i . S&_!tﬁfdn_y,

5 (982:9715-SFe)

) 105 Alamos).

ber-December 2002

Nove'_rﬁber 23 « Holy Ghost Caing; » Spirit Lt
“i-Syreiiious hike i the Pecos, 14 miles, 2,300°. gain. ‘Heather Liston

- Friday-Sunday, Nnvemﬁer_zz'-z.ti . Tejﬁs:N[amlié-Busli Mnlii_l 20
ational Park—Strenuous backpack, starting at

¥ Trail, Guadalupe N )
the Dog Canyon Campground, Reltin Yickenden (8_55-66_97~El Paso).

' Friday-Sliﬁday, December 6-8 * Bosque dél Apache Catﬁping'cim_i'

~ Birding—Enjoy a weekend surrotnded by snow geese, Canada fieese,™;
. sandhill cranes, and ducks of various feathers. Rainer Bleck (662-2368—

- Saturday; Deceriber 14 « Tetilla Peak from La Bajada-Sirenid
- . hike, 12 mites, §,700° gain. Mi_c_hacl _fii_Rosz\_'(ﬁ_ﬁ’_’»-(}ﬁd.s-mLos_;Aiz_im )
. Saturday, Decembier 28 * Ojito Wilderness Stidy Aren—Moderat

', "&%it\;g]el%gue'jzz‘a_élal'zds. Steven Matkow 97

_ Morbert Sperlich (474-4354-5Fe}.

sund o Spirit Luke—:

tioyo :d..(';. Ecﬂ'ﬁl’e,

Club Endorses Danny Hernandez for AMAFCA Board

he Sierra Club bas endorsed Banay
[i[crgam‘izz in his race for reelection to
the Board of Directors of the Albu
Metropolitan Asroyo and Flood Contrel R::‘:Ir:rl;iiely
(AMAFCA). Danny is a long-time friend, ally,
and activist on environmenial causes, T
Daring Lis past termn as an AMAFCA board
member, Danny worked to reduce subsidies to
develop‘ers and reduce {loodplain construction
by requiring developers to pay the full costs of
con.slruction in floodplain. Danny has been a rare
environmental voice as AMAFCA’s representative
to the Middie Region Council of Governments’
Water Resources Board.
sznny chaired the Greater Albuquerque Bicycle
Advisory Commission from 1992-94, Under his
leadership and direction, the City extended the
Morth Diversion Channel trail and planned the
b?squc traif. In large measure through his efforts
bike racks were placed on buses to m:commodan;
the needs of bicycle users. He helped get rid of
lh_e mandatery side path law, which required biey-
clists to stay on less safe parallel bike trails, and
he helpcc‘l to get rid of the Highway Depm;ncnt
ban on bicycling on interstates. He was instru-
merftal in the formation of the bicycle-cquestrian
advisory commission to the Highway Department
Danny was an early activist with 1000 Friends of -
New Mexico and was a prime organizer of the
smari growih tows hall theee years ago on behaif

of lfJO'O Friends. For the last three years, he ks
pammp_mcd in the Water Assembly, which is

a_ucrn[flmg to develop a water budget to help vs
live withir our water means. Danny is a strong

believer in a low-impact lifestyle. He did not own
a motor vehicle for 12 years, until the needs of his

reelection campaign compelled him to purchase
one recently.
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