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Congressional Candidate Richard Romero
Outlines Environmental Priorities

) ichard Romero, candidate for Congress
By in New Mexico’s First District, unveiled

B B his environmental priorities recently
wuﬁ local activists and Sierra Club members
along the Rio Graade River. Romero has been
endorsed by the Sierra Club in his bid to unseat
incumbent Heather Wilson.

“I'm privileged to have lived my entire life
in a state with unmatched natural beauty, and
I care deeply about protecting the environment
for our children and grandchildren,” Romero
said. "A healthy environment is a sacred trust-—
a gift—that must be passed on intact from
generation to generation.”

Romero pointed {e his work in the New
Mexico State Senate to kill an amendment that
would have weakened the Hardrock Mining
Reform Act and his work to preserve open
space and approve the purchase of the”

Baca Ranch.
“Lhave a record in Santa Fe as an independent

1o do what is right for our envigonment,”
Romere continued, “And now I want to tuke
that same fight to Washington.”

Romero outlined his priorities to protect the
quality our air and water, preserve our public
lands and promote the use of renewable energy.

Protecting Air Quality-—Clear air is a vital
resource to New Mexicans and our quality of
life-in both our cities and rural areas. Romero
work te keep the clear air act strong and wil
fight attempts to let the pollusers off the hook,
He supporis the reauthorization of the federal
transportation bill with more money going
toward public transportation,

Preserving Water Quality and Quantity—
Apua es vida. In Congress, Romero will stand
up to protect the quality of drinking water for all
Americans. He supporis sirong, health-based

standards for water quality that rely on sound
research and empirical data. He believes the
federal government should help bear the finan-
<ial burden to ensure all commumitics meet
essential health-based standards.

He opposes in-sitie leach eranium mining in
Crown Point, whick would destroy the pristine
quality of the ground water that the east agency
MNavajo rely on for drnking water.

Romero wili work with state leaders to
resolve waler rights issues in our region and
find new ways to conserve our most precious
natural rescurce. He'll work to save water and
protect our agricultural heritage by supporting
Federal incentives and investments in low-water
irrigation metheds and infrastructure, which
can help maintain agricultere in the Middle
Rio Grande Valley while making more water
available for conservative municipal use and
in-stream flow.

Safeguarding America’s Poblic Lands—

Richard Romero for Cangress (District 1) » PO, Box
25006 » Albuquerque, NM 87125-5006 » 244-9392
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MNewMexico anditheWest/arablassed
wide-open spaces. Our public lands-national
parks, forests, wildlife refuges, wilderness
argas, and other lands-express the essence of our
demecracy. In Congress, Romero will fight to
keep public lands puablic, to maintain theic
plants and animals, to protect these places as
sources of inspiration, recreation and balanced
uses. Our national parks should be fully funded
so that America’s treasures endure forever. He'lt
work to protect our rational forests in ways that
restore their ecological health and reduce risks
[rom fire, He supporis efforts 1o protect more
Bureau of Land Management areas in New
Mexico as wildemess, but also seck to increase
dialogue and bridge mssunderstandings among
affected parties. He opposes. opening the Arctic
National Wildfife Refuge in Alaska to oif
drifling. .

Mexico qhould be a national :md glob—d feader
in promoting and utilizing renewable energy.
Recent events demoastrate once again that over-
dependence on fossil fuels is a serious national
security, econemic, and environmental 1ssue.
New Mexico is ranked third among the 50 states
for cur solar power polential, and ninth in wind
power potential. With our abundant renewables
and our world-class inteliectual resources at the
national laboratorics, renewable energy can Iead
the way to a sustainable energy future and new
cconomic development. Romero belicves that
the federal govermnment should invest more in
alternative energy development. Rescarch also
shows that consecvatior and more efficient
energy use makes the best economic and envi-
ronmental sense. He supports mcreamng vehicle
fuel-economy standards.
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Abg. Journal Concedes Misrepresentation of Sierra Club

by Jennifer de Garmia, Chapter Conservation Organizer

n Thursday, 1 August 2002, the Albu-

querque Jowrnal ran an editorial ripping

the Sierra Club. Chapter Conservation
Osganizer Jennifer de Garmo was so stunned
that she sent the editorial to Club represenia-
tives and catled to see if we had really been part
of such terrible insider deals. She confirmed that
Bill Hume had gotten a number of key facts
wrong. When de Garmo called Hume to point
this out, he insisted that he had gotien his infor-
mation straight from the Sierra Club. When
de Garmo insisted that he tell her whether it was
a letter from Carl Pope, a press release from DC
or what, Hume weat to his source and found
that it was actually frosn The Wildemness Society
and, when he began to read it alond, found that
what de Garmo was telling him was also what
The Witderness Society had said, Hume then
admitted that he must have gotten all his info
from Daschle. He had made a number of very
sloppy mistakes, He had no choice (by his sense
of fair play, thank god he has one) but to let the
Club ran an op-ed picce in 1esponse. It was
printed in the Saturday, 3 August 2002 Journal,
Hume also added a note of clarification from
the Club's associate press secretary, Below is
de Garmo’s response to Hume's editorial.

"”‘”‘f‘/)mwéauthsoakotafonéensusﬂfdn:‘bIgnore.~=

Forest Bules

SaTurDAY, 3 AucusT 2002—The protection
of communities threatened by forest fires is
an issue important to all New Mexicans. But the
Jowrnal’s recent editorial (“Daschie, Sierra Club
Do Back-Room Deal”) on a very urique situa-
tion in the Black Hills Mational Forest necds
clarification on:

« the impacts of Senator Daschle's amend-
ment on the Black Hills National Forest,
and

« the role that the Sierra Club, and other
tocal stakeholders, played in the negotiated
settfement,

Years of poor management by the Forest
Service left the Black Hills National Forest, and
many other national forests across the country,
a mess. Locat communities and homes face
serious fire danger as the result of excessive
logging and suppression of natural fires. The
same practices have severely damaged environ-
mental quality and wildlife habitat.

Faced with this problem in the Black Hills,
local South Dakota Sierra Club members and
The Wilderness Society joined many other local
stakeholders—including the governor of South
Dakota, Senators Tim Johnsoa (D-SD) and Tom
Draschie (D-SP), local community government
officials and the Forest Service—to work out
a way o both:

= alleviate the fire danger for the
communities around Sturgis, SD, and

« improve environmental values by
increasing protected wildemness areas
in the Black Hills.

This approach was utterly different than the
one proposed by Representative John Thune
(R-SD) which would have simply allowed the
Torest Service, which created the problem, to
cexacerbate fire danger by removing still more of
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the fire resisiant farge trees and leave behind the
logging slask and brush that increases fire risk.

The agreement reached by all the parties
would have allowed fire-prevention measures 1o
begin immediately. However, the Bush Admin-
istration walked away from the table and sent
the issue to Congress,

This is a unique solution to a very unique
situation on the Black Hills National Forest,
which is strictly limited in size and magnitude.

Contrary to the Jourmal's 1 August 2002
editorial, Sierra Club dees not support the
exemptions from environmental laws and judi-
¢ial review contained in the fegislation. While
exemptions weren't necessary to carry out the
activities put forth in the revised settlement,
they do only apply to the projects in the settle-
ment, not across the entire national forest.

‘This negotiated solution is not perfect, but far
better than Representative Thune's extreme plan
to allow the Forest Service to ignere all laws,
gontinue irresponsible poticies and log at will.

We appreciate the work of Senators Daschle
and Johnson to bring all the parties together {0
ensure the safety of South Dakotans and

continued protections for America’s national
forests. This is how these matters should be
addressed. It is unfortunate that a solid settle-
ment agreement, worked out by Focal stakehold-
ers, had to go to the Congress for resolution
because the Bush Administration pulled out of
the agreement, Sierra Club members in New
Mexico believe that protecting lives and com-
munities by implementing fuel-reduction pro-
jects around homes and communities should be
the focus of Forest Service activities. The Forest
Sesvice must get serious about protecting lives
and communities.

‘We urge more spending by the Forest Service
to reduce brush, create firebreaks around homes
and communities, and expand controlicd burn-
ing. We oppose practices that remove lfarge,
healthy, fire-resistant stands of old growth and
replace them with slash, brush and overly
crowded small trees, We favor appropriaie
thinning practices with a priority being near or
around homes and communities. The Forest
Service must ove in a new direction that
sepves the public,

-Chapter-Endorses.Candidates

has endorsed Bill Richardson for Goves-

nor, Glosia Tristani for United States
Senate, and Richard Romero for United States
Congress from District 1. Each of these candi-
dates has been interviewed by some or all
members of the Chapter Executive Commitiee.
Any of their opponenis who were willing were
also interviewed.

Romero's positions on environmental issucs
are featured on page 1 of this issue. More infor-
mation about the envisonmental records and
positions of these candidates, and what each
of us can do to lielp get them clected, will be
included in the Special Elections issue of the
Rio Grande Sigrran.

Nonc of these candidates is a “shoo in,” each
one “has a chance”, and all of them need your
help. Please give your time, and send your

E ® he Rio Grande Chapier of the Sierra Club

Boulevard, NW, Suite 102 = Albuquergue, NM 87102
« 044-7400

NM House of Representatives Endersements

« District 11—Rick Miera (incumbent),
cendorsed in the Democratic Primary

« District 14—Miguel Garcia (incumbens},
endorsed in the Democratic Primary

+ District 15—Steve Aschibeque, endorsed
in the Pemocratic Primary

« District 19—Sheryl Williams Stapleton
(incumbent), endorsed in the Democratic
Primary

« District 21—Mimi Stewart (incumbent}

» District 33—17. Paul Taylor (incumbent)

« District 40—Nick L. Salazar (incumbent),
endorsed in the Democratic Primary

« District 47—Max Coll (ircumbent)

« District 69---W. Ken Martinez (incum-
bent), endorsed in the Democratic Primary

Gloria Tristani for U.S. Senate » P.Q. Box 35772+
Albuguerque, NM 87176 + 265-5638
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Sierra Club to Fund Mexican
Grassroots Environmental Projects

Jenny Martinez and Javier Sierra

announced that it will fund environmental

prajects rua by four Mexican grassroots
organizations, The chosen projects chosen are
designed to fight pollution and improve the
working and living conditions of border
communities.

“Environmentel degradation, caused by the
explosive growth of the maquiladora industry,
has reached alarming levets throughout the bor-
der region,” said Jenny Martinez, Sierra Club
Program Officer. “Dangerous chemicats have
poisoned the air, land and water that these
commuities rely on.”

The grants, which. range from $10,000-
$25,000, are part of the Sierra Club’s Beyond
the Borders, Mexico project. A joint project of
the Sierra Club and the Sierra Club Foundation,
Beyond the Borders, Mexico is designed to sup-

E n eacly Auguost 2002, the Sierra Club

Annual
Rio Grande Chapter
Executive .
Committee
Election

he Nominating Committtee—consisi-

ing of the chairs of alt the groups in
the Chapter (Richard Johnson, Doug
Fraser, Don Dearholt, Lawreace Gibson
and Iise Bleck—hns nominated te fol-
lowing merbers to fun for three-year
terms on the Chap;anxccuuvc Commlt«

4

ree members
and energies to
e environme .

1f yor :mi! intt restcﬂx runnifig f;ﬂr ‘ihe
ExCom;‘please cor conm t one gf thgﬁncm-
bers of the Nommalmg Comrmuee
Please ask that thay lefiyou J\n
feel you' 1e A quafhﬁed ;andld
are ot nommaled you <an - for elec-
tion by pétitibhi If thik' is the case,-please
ask Gwen Wazrdwell, Chair of the Election
Commitiee, for details on the petition pro-
cess (433-3060; g.wardwell @worldnet.
att.net),

Thank you for your interest, and par-
ticular thanks to ali those who serve our
members as elected members of the
ExCom.

—Jelm Buchser
Chaprer Vice-Chair
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port and sirengthen grassroots environmental
and community groups in Mexico. The groups
wili use the money for activities ranging from
fighting illegal dumping and garbage buming,
to monitoring the levels of ocean and drinking-
water contamination, promoting recycling pro-
geams, or expanding outreach to the community
through environmental education campaigns.

The foliowing groups received funding:

«+ Centro de Estudios Fronterizos y de
Promocién de los Dereches Humanes of
Centro Reynosa, Tamaulipas;

+ GAVIOTA of Centro Reynosa, Tamaulipas;

+ Grupe Ecologista “Gaviotas” Playas de
Tijuana of Tijuana, Baja California Noste;
and '

+ Ceniro de Investigacién y Solidaridad
Obrera of Ciudad Judrez, Chibuahua,

“We consider a healthy environment to be
a human right,” said Omeheira Lépez, Director
of the Centro de Estudios Fronterizos y de
Promacién de los Derechos Humanos, A.C. in
Reynosa, Tamaullpas “With this grant, we'll be
able to pursue legal and grassroots strategies to
protect the enviroament and public health for
the families and communities of the border
region.”

Mexican and Sierra Club border gmups
interested in applying for Beyond the Border,
Mexico Project grants can find the application
and grant guidelines on the Sierra Club's
bilingual web page (www.sierraclub.otg/
beyondtheborders/espanol/mexico/lineamientos.
asp#application).

For more informatios, contact Jenny Martinez
(202/548-4597) or Javier Sierra (703/927-4750).
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DOT Solicits Comments About Sprawl and Public Transit

by Ken Hughes

ongtress and the Adminisiration will dis-

cuss the reauthorization of the Transpor-

tatior Equity Act for the 21st Century in
earnest this Fabl, The reauthorization will result
in a major bilk that will determine transportation
policy for the next six years beginning in 2003.
Policies and funding levels that impact highway,
highway safety, transit and other transporiation
programs will be decided.

The Depariment of Transportation web site
(www.dot.gov/) provides an opportunity for
people across the country to make thekr voices
heard about reauthorization and transportation
policy. The portion of the site devoted to col-
lecting public comments allows individuals to
tell DOT their story about a road project that has
destroyed local wetlands or a transit project that
makes the morning commute easier,

Visit the site and click on “Surface Transpor-
tation Reauthorization.” Written comments may
be sent to the Docket Clerk, USDOT, Room PL-
401, Docket Number O8T-2002-12170, 400
Seventh Street, SW, Washington, DC 20590,

The Sierra Club is asking concerned Ameri-
cans to visit the DOT site and add an account of
how transportation choices affect Jife in their
community.

You might find the message below helpful
in preparing your cwn statement. Once a person
«¢hasregistered,ithe site-allows the:user.to entera:
comment or attach a file. The site ineludes topic
headings to organize tle comments, 50 if you
have many steries to tell, try to keep each
comment geared towazd a specific topic.,

Transportation policy affects a multitude of
facets in the daily life of Americans. The reau-
thorization will either eacourage transportation

options and smart growth or the continuing
cycle of sprawl and road-building that has dev-
astated many communities, Please {ake advan-
tage of this opportunity to get the word out to
DOT: Americans want alternatives to driving!

Nattonal Sprawl Campaign Draft
Comments

Sprawl and a kack of transportation choices
forces people to own and drive cars in order to
reach most destinations. The average American
driver spends 443 hours/year—the equivalent of
55 eight-hour workdays—behind the wheel.
Residents of sprawling communitics drive three
to four times more than those living in efficient,
well planned areas, and can waste up to three
times more energy from driving than bettee-
planned, more efficient cities that offer more
transporiation choices.

In 2003, the federal transportation spending
bill will be reauthorized. This Jarge amount of
money and how it is spent will be instrumental
in detenmining whether our nation focuses on
smart growth, or whether we wiil continue to
sprawl,

In order to protect our communitics and clean
our air, water and environment, transportation
policy should:

» Make significantly greater investments in

* Usc sesources to maintain existing roads
before builling new ones, and spend less
tax dollars on new car-only projects.

+ Maintain and strengthen clean air confor-
mity provisions so that communities aren't
left breathing unhealthy ar.

v elean; public.trans portntiom. ik Gl

= Promote and support regional and state-
wide planning that combines transporta-
tion, land use and environmental planning,
Build more affordable housing near transit
and job centegs,

Improve neighborhood walking and bicy-
cling conditions and access to shopping
and parks, and implement traffic calming
measues.

Support public involvement in the trans-
portation and land use plannitig process.
Fund innovative incentive-based programs
for encouraging alternative transportation
use, such as tax credits for public transit,
walking or biking, parking cash-out and
parking fees.

By better balancing transpostation spending
between roads and less-peliuting public trans-
portation, like rail transit and clean buses, we
can reduce the nzmber of miles peopie have to
drive, provide Americans more transportation
choices, and better reflect America’s priorities
on a clean envirorment, good health and
enhanced quaiity of life.

-

‘accessible, and personal resource for obtain-

out c_an_'_tél_&e action to address focal

agram ;-at--415,977.5520 or e-mailing
n 911@sierraclub.org, you can gain access to
aalth'of experience and depth of knowledge that

Sterra Club Enviionmental 911 Progtam
25 Second Strees, Ind Floor

San Fzandsco, (A 94105

A15.910.5500

envirenmesid 12deratlub.org

.‘.‘undéng made possr‘b ie through o grast by The Sierra Club Foundarion,
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News from the Chair

Don Dearliolt

It's the political season now, and we've interviewed both candidates for the southern district for congress. Both candidates appear to be an
improvement over the current congressman in terms of the environment, although reither candidate returned the questionnaire we provided-
-the one developed by our chapter committee, used as part of the decision-mmaking process on endorsement. Also, neither candidate seems
sufficiently sensitive to environmental issues to warrant the erdorsement of the Sierra Club. However, both candidates seem interested in
discussing any and all issues, so that is a plus, Furthermore, both seem interested in learning about the science associated with our concerns,
so [intend to make some of that available to whomever is elected.

The following letter was submitted by Vicki Simons, a member of the Southern New Mexico Group, after hiking near Cloudcroft. Please be

encouraged to make your concerns known to the Forest Service regarding the use of trails.

Motor Vehicles ruin forest experience.

small group of us were hiking on the Rim Trail in the Lin
Aco]n National Forest near Clouderoft in early July soon af

ter fire restrictions were lifted. We were unpleasantly sue-
prised by several motorcycles that zoomed past us on the trail and
upon kooking at the map saw that motorized vehicles were allowed
on the trail. On our way out, we were stopped by a convoy of five
large 4-wheel ATVs. They were not moving as the trail was very
narrow at the point. (If they had been moving rapidly we probably
would have been run over). They admitted that the trail was {oo
narrow for their vehicles but that the ranger had said it was OK for
them to use it.

On the remainder of our hike, we noticed the damage to the trail
caused by their vehicles, exacerbated because the trail was wet. Ap-
palled by the use of a hiking trail by ATVs, we stopped at the ranger
station in Clouderoft to complain, They inforined us that they real-
ized that the Rim Frail was too narrow for ATVs but that they are

coln National Forest, Sacramente District, are open to all types of
traffic, vehicular and other. He reminded us that the public’s input
was invited in the 19905 and that one of the most vocal and involved
groups was the ATV/motorcycle community and that the Forest Ser-
vice lands are governed by accommodating a spectrum of outdeor
recreational opportunities to serve a broad segment of citizens whoe
visit the national forest. Their land use plan will be revised in the next
couple of yeats.

Our feeling is that there are many miles of old log-hauling roads in
that area that could be used by ATVs. In our opinion use of hiking
trails by ATVs is not oaly destructive to the forest but ruins the forest
experience for others. We argue that just because a group of persons
is loud and probably well-funded, the Forest Service shouldn't turn
aver use of most of the public forest land to these destructive vehicles.
Evidently this is 2 lesson to Sierra Club members that they must be
eternally vigilant in attending public hearings regarding land use.

going to widen it to accommeodate the vehicles. Vicki Simons, Helen Zagona

Sierra Club members

We then wrote letters to Frank Martinez, Sacramento District Ranger.
Las Cruces

He replied to our letters informing us that over 80% of trails in Lin-

General Meetings

Executive Committee Meetings are typically the first Wednesday of the
month--all members are welcome to attend. Call Cheryll at 524-4861 for

time and place.
Coming Evenis

PROGRAMS:

Friday, September 13, 2002: The Second Gathering of the Green. This is a potluck
dinner for aff environmentalists in the region. At least 17 organizations are being
contacted to invite their members. This provides a fine opportunity to network and
learn what projects each organization is working on. It will begin at 6:00 p.m. in
Preciado Park, on the NMSU campus; the park is on Gregg Street between Williams
and Sweet, just south of the Education building (O'Donnell Hall). Bring a dish 1o
share, your own tableware, and friends and family. A variety of beverages will be
supplied.

October Semething: Watch local news media for annonncements! We're in the process
of organizing a panel discussion on the mideast policies of the United States. The
League of Women Voters is co-sponsoring, and there are likely to be more co-sponsors.
This program will inciude at least the topics of (a) the costs of energy, (¥) human
rights, (¢} environmental effects of our encrgy policy, (d) political aspscts, and (e)
media coverage.

November 14: The Albatrosses of Midway Atoli--Birds, Battles, and Tourists; Alex

and Matjorie Burr. 7:60 p.n., new Southwest Environmental Center (SWEC) locatian
at 275 North Browntown Mall {1/2 block south of Coa's My Bookstore) just south of

Las Cruces Avenue on the mall.

B
ot
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El Paso Area Has So Much
Going For It

by Leon Metz

Lots of things put Bl Paso o the map. The El Paso Times of a wetk ago quoted
John Houser os saying his equestrian stotue of Juan de Ofiate would put El Paso
on the map, And that’s probably true,

ButEl Paso has a lot of other attractions that put us on the map,

We are on the map with a university campus complete with Bhatanese architec-

ture, and El Paso can’t get much moreunique than that.

Being a border town puts us on the map. Border towns anywhere in the world are
unique places. Mot only are we a border town, but we also form a unique eross-
border partnership with Juarez. This is one of the largest pairings-if not the
largest pairing-of adjacent international cities anywhere in the world.

El Paso has an internationally famaous river in the Rio Grande. El Paso is on the
map with i¢s tall, beautifully proporiioned mountains that bang right into the heart
of the city, the map showing us as being at the end of the Rocky Mountains in the
United States and at the beginning of the Sierra Madres in Mexico,

The tawn is on the map by being easily conversant in two of the world’s best~
fenown Janguages: Spanish and English.
El Paso is on the map as the juncticn point of three siates: New Mexico, Texas
and Chihushua,
El Paso is on the map because of the huge air-defense center at Fort Bliss, plus
the nearby White Sands Missile Range.

El Paso is on the map because of its fine year-round weather.

Ei Paso is on the map because, for the most part, it’s easy to drive to the different
parts of the ity Virtually any street in the city (except Lee Trevino Drive during
rish hour) can be easily reached within minutes. Many other cities would love to
have such convenience of iravel,
El Paso is on the map because we have good schools, great feachers, fine doctors
and exceflent medical facilities, These folks aren’t nationally known, but they are
more than competent.
ElPaso is on the map because it lives forever in the annals of country music with

Marty Robbins® 1939 classic “El Paso,” which 43 ycars later centinues to boast a
remessssesairs BlODEL Populacity; -
Ef Paso is on the map becnuw we have some oflhe best Mexucan and Amencan

cuisine availoble in the civilized world.
El Paso is on the map because of s colorful 400-year-old local, state, national
ard irtemational background, That background includes Indians, gunfighters,
freighters, politicians, trains, padres, busineyses, wars, armies, explorers,
stagecoaches, businessmen, revolutionaries, seldiers of fortune, shady lodies,
bartenders, preachers, snd the ardinary, run-of-the-mill screwballs,

This is another area where we leap so far and so rapidly ahead of other cities.
Four centuries of history is the envy of almost every other city in the nation.

E1 Paso is also an the map because it is one of the few historic places in the
world thet still doesn’t realize what it is, where it is, where it has been, and
where it is going,.
So the Ofiate horse may put us on the map “again,” but until we finally stast
cstahllshmg an identity, and getting the word out, nobody around the world is

Selected Dutings

Sep 21-22: West Fork Mogollon Creek Backpack

Place; Gila Wildemess near Glitf
Class: Moderate

Length: 12 miles

Elsvation gain: 1100 feat

Leader; Rofiin Wickenden 855-8887 (H) rwickgllag@aol.com

After carcamping Friday night at the Sacaton trailhead, we will drop into Rair
Creek, hiking the canyon wall to the South, traversing and eventually descending

in steps {o afine campsite along the beautiful West Fork of Mogollen Creek.
Sunday we will retrace our steps to the vehicles.

Sep 28: Aden Crater Dayhlie

Place: Potrillo Mcuntains, MM
Class: Easy

ELength: 3 miles

Elevation gain: 200 feet

Leader; Mike Episcopo 584-8322 (H) mepiscop@aplsd org

Aden crater lies just northwest of El Paso within the West Potriilo Mountaing
Wildemness Stedy Area. We wili spend a faw hours exploring the splatter-coned

crater with its fanciful malten rock di

epesit and surrounding lava flows,

Qct 5-6: Middle Fork Glla River Beglnner Backpack

Place: Gila Wildemess
Class: Easy

Length: B miles
Elevatlon Gain: 700 feet

Leader: Mike Eplscopo 584-0322 (H} mopiscap@eplsd.org

This backpack is suitable for beginners and those with fittle experience, or
accomplished backpackers looking for an easy outing. We will follow traif #729
from TT Corral to our sireamside campsite, On Sunday we retrace our steps fo the
cars. Time and interest permitting, we will visit the nearby Gila CHff Dwallings.
Call for help planning your equipment and food needs.

Oct 21-24: Grand Canyon Backpack

Place: Grand Canyon National Park
... la8s: Strenuous . )

Cength: 16,3 mifes

Elevation Gain; 4370', loss: 4740

Limit: &

Leader; Rollin Wickenden 855-6697 (H) rwickgilag@aol.com
4 days, descending S. Kaibab to Bright Angel with o Iayover day, ascending

Bright Anges to Indian Gardens with a side trip to Plutesu Peint, and out to the S.

Rim. Must be experienced and in good conditicn. More detail on website.

October 25-26: Chiricahua

Nationa! Monument Carcamp

Ptace: Chiricahua National Monument, AZ

Class; Easy
Length: 2-12 miles
Elavation: 500 fee! maximum

Leader: Claus Christiansen $32-4086 (H)

This outstanding Nationat Monument, ony three haurs drive from El Paso, has

going to care. soveral shorter hikes shat we rarely do. This fall weekend we would hike ta Echo
Park Natural Bridge & Sugar Lonf These hikes are especially ideal for neweom-
Leon Metz is an El Paso historian and writer  ers, although everyone is welcomed.
f h
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Toxic Waste Dump May Have Radioactive Ants in Its Pants

By Suc Dayton of Citizen Action

i,

Three inde; reviews ofa iveand b fovis waste dump known as the Mixed
Waste Landfill localed at Sandia Mationat Laboraterics have revealed that things are not
always as they seem. The studies were commissioned as a result of 2 grant from the Citi-
rens' Moniloring and Technical Assessment Fund awarded ta Citizen Aclion, a 16-mem-
ber coalition advacating for elean up of the landfill. The studies point eut that Mothar
Nature is likely to be another thom in the side of the LS. Department of Energy, the
agency respensible for the dump. For slariers, consider ants,

Avtg Gan casily burrow through landflf caps such as the 3 ft. dint cap propescd for the
Mixed Waste Landfill. According 1o Dr. Tom Hal , o former envi | scienti
with Los Alemos National Laboratory, Sandia hasn't fully considered the potential effects
of contaminants belzg transperted to the ground surface by plants, animals, wind, water,
and humans. Burrows niade by ants can carry large volumes of water to shallow buried
waste carrying contaminants to the ground water below, Mice, rals, and prairie dogs are
also shakers and movers in mobilizing buried waste to the ground surface where it gats
transported 1o areas far from the landfill by wind and rain. Far example, in the pracess of
digging into radioactive waste a Kangaroo rat becomes contaminaled. A wile coyole eals
the rat ard b d, leaving his | leftovers iz your backynrd.
The rest is feft up to your imaginalion after your dog et cat rolls in it or ents 31,

One study canducted by the Pacific Northwest Laboratory has shown that the risk of expo-
sure (& the plants and animals a1 a radioactive dump is similar 1 the risk from a human
inlruding into the dump itseif. This means that living ncar 2 dump such as the MW, and
being subjected to the ants and plants and dreppings from organisms living at lhe dump
may be just as dangerous as living on tap of ihe radieactive waste. Sandia has already
determined that fritium or radicactive bydrogen is concentrated in the tissues of plants and
animals that live in the vicinity of the fandiill, After about 120 years tritium will decay to
background levels, but other radioactive contaminants are buried in the |andfil} that will
remain essenlially hazardeus foravee, This is a serious conicern since the Mixed Waste

Landfill is located in a growing, metropolitan arca,

Does the Mixed Waste Landfill pose any risks to the public? Before risk ean be deter-
mined one has ta know what’s buried in the landfili. Dr. Marvin Resnikoff of Radioactive
Waste Maragement Associates, a firm that spacializes in the management of nuclear wasie,
tharoughly reviewed the inventory and coneluded the Mixed Waste Landfill is far from
being characterized, This means that Sandia does not have s good handle on what's buried
in it, For example, Dr, Resnikoff compared the levels of radioactivity coming off the pits
and frenches recorded by Sandia and found it did not match the inventory of waste Sandia
says is buried in them. Dr. Resnikoff found the risk assessment conducted by Sandia was
alse incomplete in that it only caleulated risk to adult males while neglecting to examine
how maore sensitive groups like women, children and unhom babies mipht be affected by
conlaminants.

The DOE could post a trust bond to rmake sure that money would be around for the contin-
ued care and maintenance of the site into the Fature if it wanted to, according to an inde~
pendent review by Paul Robinson, Research Director for the Southwest Research and
tnformarion Center, in Albuguerque. By law, private indusiries such as mining companies
are required to post a trust bond for clean up and monitoring activities, However, as 2
Tederal agency the DOE is exempt from this sule. Bui in 1699, the Governor of the State of
Tennessee and the Secretary of Energy sirack a deat that established n $14 million trast
bond to menitor a similar mixed waste fandSil! at the Cak Ridge Reservation, a DOE
facility tocated in Tennessee. [1s not like the old common sense, Boy Sceut eampsite
adage: leavings a place as clean or cleaner than you found it. Teday’s adage: more nuclear
Weapons, more wasle, no clean up,

Citizen Action is 2 16-member coalition of non-govemmental organizations and
neighborhood associations advocating for elean up of the Mixed Wasie Landfill. To
review the complete independent reviews, visit the Citizen Action website at
www.radireenm.org,

Action Alert - REVOLTING REVOLTERS TRY TO
SNUFF CONSERVATION DISTRICT
*  IFyou want te conserve our state’s most precious resource — WATER

¢ Ifyou want our area’s natural resources to confinue to he managed
professionally, elficiently and wisely

* Ifyou are concerned about soil, water, plant and wildlife issues in your
community

Mark September 17th on your calendar, and vote AGAINST dissolving
your conservation districe. L R .

For aver fifiy years, a liltle-knawn entity, the Ciudad Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD), has dilligenly, but quietly warked to preserve our natural resources in
Bemalillo and southern Sandoval Counties,

The Ciudad SWCD receives and administers grants for urban expansion, erosion
conlzet and drainage, water quality and availability, and educalion regarding Lhese
matters. Cuidad has been the conduit for funding to testore our bosque, to creale n
denionstralion project to show how watlands can clean petlutants in run-off from
pavemnent, and to take fire prevention measures in the East Mountain area, And it does
ail of this with enly ane paid staif person and a hoard of dedicated volunteers,

Farlier this year, a vate was held on whether to impose a mill levy so that Cuidad
SWCD could expand its important work. Knee-jerk, anti-community 1ux revelters
defeated that effort. Now, they are secking ravenge for the impertinence of secking
community funding for important community projects. By filing a pelition that required
only 25 signatures, they have forced a vate on whether Cuidad SWCD should be
abalished or retained.

[Fthe SWCD is abolished, our community’s ability to pet federal and stale funding for
innovative conservation and land protection projects witl be seriously impaired or, in
some cases, {os! entirely. A Vote AGAINST the referendum will retain the Giudad Soil
and Water Conservation District and enable it to keep working on these projecis.

Please vote AGAINST the Referendum to Abalish the
Cuidad SWCD on September 17th.

In order 1o vote in this referendum, you do net need to be a registered voter, but you
must be a land ewner of recerd, A husband and wife can both vote. The district covers
all of Bemalille County except a small slice of land in the far cast part of the East
Mountains and incudes southemn Sandoval County, including Rio Ranche and Comrales.
For more infarmation about Civdad SWCD and its projects, visit the website at
ciudadsyed.org, or call 761-5446.

Voting hours on 9/17 are TAM to 7PM. For information on

voting locations, check the newspaper or calf §41-9425,

Peace Camp - Working for Our Survival

Sierra Club is ce-hosting a meeting of regional peaple committed to working for a sus.
Izinable society, buikding a werld free of nuclear and toxic waste, and crealing peace and
justice. 1t is an apportunity for people 1o meat, network and creale a belter future. Indi-
viduals, groups, families and friends are invited.

The olier co-hosts included Chizens for Aliermatives to Radioactive Dumping (CARD),
the Peace and Justice Center, the Water Information Network (WIN}, Bi-Nacicnal Coalicion
Contra Tirados Texices y Radioactivos, and Alianza Ecologista Inlernacional.
Saturday’s events include breakfast, herb walk, L1-1PM Workshap on Creating a Sustain-
able Society, potluck lunch, 3-5PM Two warkshaps Creating Peace in Violeit Times and
Building a Nuclear and Toxic Free Fulue, dinner, hiking, musis, camping and a camspfire
il conditions allow, Sunday's events include Breakfasy, Plenary {group meeling), open
forum (sharing ideas), lunch, and hiking. The waotkshops will have preseniers from each
host group and half will be a strategy session,

The lncation is Tumuoise Trail Campground in Cedar Crest. Please bring feod for Satur-
day potiuck, dishes, hiat, sunscreen, and something to sit on such as pillows or (con't -->)
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Outings
‘Wednesday, September 4 « Three Gun Springs Hike
Meet at Franklin Plaza ($uan Tabo & Censral) at 5:45PM. Since the days are getting
shorter, we'll stay close to home for an early start, We’ll go for an howr or so and then
turn around (3-4 miles RT, ~1000%), Bring boots, snack water, dress for weather.
Leader: Rick Hurley (209-8401, RickHurley@aol.com)
Friday, September 6 « Night-time Mystery Hike at White Mesa
We'll find our way through a smatl alabaster canyon with a sculpled narrows on the
Noxth side of White Mesa, aided only by some primitive light sources for an eric visual
effect. We'll come lo an open bad-lands area where we can view a very dark nighttime
sky before heading back, Roundtrip distance will be about 4,5 miles. with less than 200
feet of elevation gain, Bring food, water, and flashiights, Meel 6PM Bank of America,
San Matzo and Academy. We should be back in ABQ around 11PM. Leaders: Tom
Pelencin 271-9928 tompeten@juno.com & Rick Hurley 299-8401,rickhurley(@aol.com
Wednesday, September 18 - Full Moon Hike
May do a moonlight hike to Canyon Estates on this date. Contact Leader {Rick Hurley,
RickHurley@acl.com) by Saturday, September 14 16 see ifit is on and for details.
Saturday, September 28 - Red Rock Cliffs/Aspen Bike
Meet at 8:30 AM at Bank of America (San Mateo & Academy), The north side of the
San Pedro Parks Wilderness has a nice stand of aspens (which may be changing color)
and 2 panoramic view from a jagged rock cutcropping nestied high sbove in the forest
floor. Bring lunch, biking gear, water, Hike: 6-7 miles RT, small part off irail. Elevation;
~1200, Drive: 200 miles RT. Leaders: Rick Hurley (298-8401, RickHurley@aol.com)
and Tom Petencin (271-5928, tompeten@juno.com).
Saturday, October 5 - Bosque-Trail Canyon Loop
We will do a car shutile hike on the southern end of Bosque Peak in the Manzanos, with
a fair chance of vicwing maples or aspen changing color. Good vicws as welf as a good
workout in the crisp autumn air. Bring boots, funch, water sad dress for the weather.,
Hike: about 8 miles, with elevation gain of about 1400 feet. Drive sbout 110 miles RT.
Call for meeting time/place. Leader: Rick Hurley (209-8401, RickHurley@aot.com).
Wednesday, October 9 - Stargazing Hike
We'll drive a short distance (~15 miles) off old Route 66 to forest service land in the
Manzanitas and take 2 short {1/2 mile?) walk to an open field to watch the stars come
out, Abil experimental since the leader has not attempted stargazing in this arcs before.
Dress warm. Bring along star charts or porfble telescopes (if you have them) along with
water, snack and a good ghost stery. : Call for meeling time/place, Leader: Rick Hurley
(299-8402, RickHurley@act.com).
Salurday, October 1260 and Sunday, October 27th - Dosert Exploratory Hike
Come and visit some of New Mexico’s most incredible and beautiful lzndscapes hidden
in it's desert places. Strangely eroded and colorfial rocks, badlands, precipitous cliffs,
owstanding vistas, mysterious namrow and winding canyons, archeotogical sites,
petrified forests and cther fossils, historic inscriptions, stone tools, poitery, pictographs
and petroglyphs are some of the discaveries we have made on these hikes in the past.
These hikes are net physically difficult. Typicat distance traveled is between 4 ang
8 miles and we usually gain less than 1000 feet of elevation. Contact leader by previous
Wednesday for information on specific hike Jocation and meeting time, You may also
request 16 be included on a3 E-mail list for advance info. on bike location and meeting
time. Meeting time will vary from 8:30AM to 10AM, Meeting place will always be
Smith's, Carlisle and Menaul, nearest 1o Cariisle. Joint ouling with Qutdoor Adventures
For Singles. Leader: Tom Petencin 271-9928 Tompeten(@juno.com

blanket. If you're camping, also bring your camping gear, firewood and musical instru-
ments, The campground has sinks, toilets and showers. Dogs are welcome on leash.

Saturday, September 28 1o Sunday, Septemnber 2, 2002
Please reserve by September 20 at 266-2663  Suggested donatior §5

To g2t there from Albuguerque, head east on [-40. Turm north at the Cedar Crest/Tijeras
exit. Head north 4.5 miles. Tum wesl at the Archacology Museum, Go about 0.3 mites.
Parking at Archeology Museum.

For more info, to reserve your place or to arrange carpooling, call 266.2663 or 266-7567
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Sierra Club Endorses Richard Romero for Congress

This speech was given August 7th on the banks of the Rio Grande in Albnquerque, Senator Romero spoke ajterward.

Good Afiermoon, My name is Dr. Richard Johnson. I am Chair of the Sierra Club’s
Central Group, which is based in Albuquerque, Today, we are announcing the
Sierra Club’s endorsement of Richard Romero for the 1S House of Representa-
tives, Before we invite Senator Romero up here, 1 have a few opening comments.

We have decided to endorse Senator Romero for twa reasons. Firs, he is fair. He
may aet be a green warrien. And, we do not expect hitm fo vete the way we would
want on all conservation issues, But we believe he wili weigh conservation issues
fairly and make decisions that arc hest for the people of New Mexico, We know
that when legislators put the interests of the people first, they will vate (e right
way on conservation issues. They will vote for clean ait, clean water, preservation
of wildemaess, and manageable growth,

The second reason we arc endorsing Senater Romero is his independence. Time
and again, he l:as shown his willingness Lo stand up to special interests and even
his party to do the right thing. En Washington, there is a always pressure to do the
wrong things, especially when it comes to conservation issues. We believe Rich-
ard Romero will have the courage to look at the facts and make decisions that put
New Mexicans first, Again, when legislators put peeple fitst, then they tend to
vole the right way on conservation issucs,

Senator Romero’s faimess and independence stands in stark contrast to his
cpponent’s record, This morning, as 1 was preparing for (his press conference, 1
looked over Heather Wilson's record in Congress. There is only ore word to de-
seribe her perfermance on censervation issues - dispraceful, Whenever she s faced
with a choice about eur environment, she consistentiy votes for the poliuters and
against the interests of New Mexicans.

Here are jusl a few examsples, She voted

against protecting the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge fron: Oil Drilling (HR4)

against protecting our National Monuments {from mining and drilling for oil
and gas (6/21/01)

apainst seducing subsidies for logging on our public lands (7/14/99)

against pretecting waler and communities from polluting mining activities
(HR 5173}

Meanwhile, she voted to exempt businesses from liabitily for toxic waste cleanup
(HR 2217}

Absolutely disgraceful. You kind of wonder whe slie thinks she is representing,
Right now, the polluters have a preat representative in conpress. The people of
New Mexico do not,

Heather Wilson is not fair and she is not independent, She docs not consider
conservation issues on their merits. Instead, she vates the way her campaipn con-
tributors or her party leaders want her to. That’s not the kind of person we need
representing a unigue, independent state like New Mexico.

Riclard Romere is the exact opposile, Agail, we are not expecting him to bs
some green warrior. Qur endersement of him is for his fairness and independence
on ali issues. We know he will do the right thing when it comes fo conservation
issues,

That said, 1 would like to invite Richard Romero up here 1o spezk with yoeu.

Vote on November 5th
We Urge You to Support the Club’s Endorsed Candidates
Bill Richardson for Governor of New Mexico
Gloria Tristani for U.8. Senale
Richard Romero for U.S. House of Representatives, District 1
Tonr Udall for U.S. House of Represeatatives, District 3

New Mexico House of Representatives

o Rk Medra-in-District 1 1:(Central ATDuqUuereue) . o i siisiuisimitins oo 1 i

Miguel Gareia in District 14 (Southwest Albuquerque)

Steve Archibeque in District 15 (Albuguerque Naorth Valtey)
Sheryl Williams Stapleton in District 19 ( South Central ABQ)
Mimi Stewart in District 21 (Sopth East Albuquerque)

L Paul Tayler in District 33 {[Jona Ana County)

* Nick L. Salazar in District 40 {Santa Fe, Taos, Mora Countics)
+ Max Coll in Diistrict 47 (Santa Fe County)

+ 'W. Ken Martinez in District 69 (Cibola & McKinley Countics)

Danny Hernandez for AMAFCA, District
Absentee voting starts September 26th,

L

-

Early Veting starts Octelrer 16th, Checlk with your County Clerk for
locations and times. ‘

Check cisewhere in this newspaper for more information on the candidates.

General Public Meetings

Monday, September 16th at 7:30PM

Richard Fagerlawd, the famed “Bugman™ and syndicaicd columnist, will
diseuss cavironmentally-conscicus ways to centrol bups and rodents. He
writes a weekly columin, which appears [ocally in the Albuquerque Tribune.
He will mostly answer questions from the audience, se bring your questions
about eritters.

‘Where: 1st Unitarian Church, 3701 Carlisle NE at Commanche, Social Hall,
Montlay, October 14th at T:30PM  * * NOTE SPECIAL DATE * +
Political Open House. ‘Fhis will ke a pood epporumity to mecet the candidates,
listen to what they have to say, and ask them questions,

Where: |st Unitarian Church, 3701 Carlisle NE at Commanche, Social Hall.

Voluntecrs Needed for
Children’s Water Festival 2002!

This year's Festival will be bold on Thursday and Friday, Cclober 17% and 18* at the

* Albuguerque Convention Center. 1,000 4t Grade studenls will come ta lcam about

walter and ils relationship to human and other natural resources in a fun and interactive
atmesphere.

With so many students pathering, there are lols of things that folks can da, ke be
Guides for student groups, Assistants [or aclivity preseniers, Phatographer, Snack
servers, Traffic managers and alf areund belper.

It’s casy {we'll show you what to) and alol of fun. For more information, contact
Carric Chandler at 5435-293-6969, or waterfestival@hotmail.com.

Editor’s Note: The Sierra Club is a financinl supporter of the Children’s Water Festival.
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Update on the Planned Growth Strategy

By Blair Brown
Since the July/August issue, much continues to happen with the PGS.

At the August 5th City Council meeting, we learned that the erigizal ordinance has been
Inced by a substil ti and two Coungeil resclutions.

On Thursday, Aupust i5th, the City Council ‘Commiltes of the Whole” tock public input
on the PGS in ils new form. The comments were 2 mixture. Some were squarely in
support of the FGS, others (mostiy business people) were concerned that it not impact
ABQ's cconemy, while the rest were generally supportive bul w:lh rcscrvalmns. usually

telnting o howhigh tho Impacst Fees aro'vetiTh o h invop: orin Che s

past (mostly developers) seem to be solening 1heir opposition nnd vmcmg support wilk:
rescrvations, as sugpgested above.

Changes lo the Crdinance and Reselutions continue as you read this. The ‘PGS Task
Force?, which inclades City Councilors, City siaff, and representatives from neighbor-
hood groups, developers and othiers conlinues to meet al least weekly to improve the
fanguage in all three picces of legislation go that they will accemplish the vision that the
I"GS promises. N

At the August i 5th meeting, we also leamed that the City Council has put off immediate
consideration of the PGS duc to the continuing work on amendments. They have now
scheduled a special Council mecting on 23rd for ideration of the PGS
alone. Many, including me, are urging the Council to have vopies of the revised Ordi-
nance and Resclutions available beferes the September 23rd meeting se we can make
meaningful comments, We feel the concepis and benafits of the PGS sre consisient with
the Club's position on Smart Growih as an aliernative to continued sprawl, and therefere
will continue to push for a strong PGS that accomplishes those benefis.

Other public meetings an 1he PGS are continuing to happen. Check the newspapers, the
City's website, and your neighborliood newsletiers far locations and dates, and altend the
September 23rd meeting. Watch for our next update in Ihe next Sierran.

Call for Nominations to the ExCom

The Momirating Commitiee of the Central New Mexico Group is seeking
candidates for election to the Group Executive Comniittes (ExCom). 1f'you
would be interested in being considered for candidacy or know anyone who is,
please contact Mominating Committee members Silcrry Wolf, or Richard
Jolnson (contact info below).

Central New Mexico Group

PO Box 25342
Albuquergue, New Mexico, §7125-5342

Executive Commiitee (area code 505)

Blair Brown 259-7190 bblaitb2@aol.com

Steve Capra 843-8696 103  scapra@nmwild.org
Mariiynn Cooper 842-0185 B
Mark Doppke 768-1160% marckdoppke@yahoo,com
Richard Johnson 277-4144 rsheehan{@unm.edu

Michal Mudd $84-3315 micmud@aol.com

Sherry Wolf 254-2190 waif@law.uni.edu

The Central New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club
depends on the efforts of volunteers.
\_ 1o join us, give any of ws a call. Y,

Ric GRANDE Sienran 9




NORTHERN NEW MEXICO (alias Santa Fe) GROUP 2002 MEETINGS

Tuesday, September 17, 7 PM
THE ENDANGERED RIO GRANDE

Everyone concerned with the fate of New Mexico's unique but
beleaguered natural environment and ecosystems is invited to atiend a
conference with Bob Sulniclk, Campaign Director, Allignce for the
Rio Grande Heritage.

The Rio Grande sustains human settlement in much of New Mexico,
Colorado, Texas and northeastern Mexico. As the endgame of western
water allocation proceeds, the fate of this great river hangs in the
batance, as does, by extension, the environinental character of the
region it serves. The years immediately shead will detenmine ...,

s the extent to which the Rio Grande's rematant native systems will be
preserved, and
« the extent to which forinerly damaged systeins can be restored.

The Alliance for Rio Grande Heritage is dedicated to providing
strong, affierative answers to both questions. The choice is between a
living river and a dead ditch.

MTr. Sulnick, a seasoned environmental attorney who led fights to
protect California coastal ecosystems and to grant justice to those
injured by the Bhopal gas disaster, will describe the innovative program
of the Alliance and how it is building bridges between the various and
often conflicting communities in New Mexico, Colerado and Texas to
save ane of the great and historic rivers of North America.

Tuesday, October 15, 7 PM
COLLABORATIVE FOREST RESTORATION

Dr. Melissa Savage, of the Four Corners Institute, will present a
slide show and discussion of her Collaborative Forest Restoration
Praject on the Valle Grande Grass Bank on Glorieta Mesa that
propoeses to thin small diameter trees and reintroduce light surface fire
to a stand of pifion pine, juniper and ponderosa pine irees to reduce the
threat of stand-destroying crown fire. The mature ponderosa pine irees
in the overstory will then be protected and their health enhanced,

The restoration project will thin the stand with the help of
fuelwooders, who have used the area for decades to coliest firewood
and other small diameter wood. Thinning the forest by collection of
fuelwood will help return the stand 1o more historical conditions, In
addition, this project will show that traditional fuekwood gathering can
help restore the pine forest while sustaining local economies.

Partners in this groundbreaking project include The Feur Comers
Institute, the Valle Grande Grass Bank, The Conservation Fund, the
U.S. Forest Service, The Forest Trust, and The Quivira Coalition.

All meetings, ourings, and activities
are FREE and apen to the public,

Membership meetings are held at the Unitarian Clurch
197 W, Barcelonu St (between Galisteo and Don Gaspar).

Santa Fe Broup of the Sterra Club
621 0ld Santa I'e Trail, Plaza 621, Suite 10, Santa Fe, NM 87505

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR

Agual Agual The monsoons were a vast disappaintment, the Jemez
Mountains are presently bumning, our welis are going dry, eur piiions are dying,
and a slim majority of our county and city political leadership continues to
avthorize more and more new construction, bott: commercial and residential.
We muist begin to manage our precious water resources, but rather as Rome
burns, we diddle

There may be a glimmer of hope if we aet ard if eur political leadership gets
the message. Cali County Consmissioners Jack Sullivan and Paul Campos to
say “thank you™ for their attempts to slow development of the college area
sauth of the City until water is “discovered,” and ask how you can further their
efforts. Club aclivists appeared at the last County Commission meeting and
spoke in favor of stopping further development, or at least using caution.

City of Santa Fe residents can call Councilors Pati Bushee, David Coss,
Miguel Chavez and Karen Heldmeyer to thank them for their efforts. And
please cafl Mayor Delgada.

State Engineer Tom Turney proposed before the State’s legislative interim
judicial commitiee a discussion draft of a State water court to speed the
adjudication of water rights aong aur state’s water courses, This is long
overdue, considering the length of time it now takes. Commensurate with the
present water shartage, Tom has taken steps to answer many waler issues
never addressed before. An appointed state official with rare vision and
forlitude. You sce, there is hope. As he has demonstrated at some risk to
lrimself, there must be positive action.

Visualize rain and feadership!

Doug Fraser

State Announced for 2003 ExCony' Election

There are four seats open on the Executive Commitiee of the Northern New
Mexicoe Group, Each term is two years. The Nominating Committee, Chair
Paul Paryski, Lionel Soracco and Jan Kindel, has announced its slate for the
election:

Ging Aranda - Cliff Larsen *

Doug Fraser * Edie Pierpont
Barbara Johnson * Ruth Shanti Wagner
CIiff Larsen * *inctimbent

Any member of the Northern NM Group in good standing as of September
(i.e. dues paid) may run for election by a petition presented to the Nominating
Committee no later thain October 15 of this year. The petition must contain the
signatures of at least 3% of the inembership of the Group {approximately 63
members), Include a statement to be published in the Rio Grande Sierran
detaifing your conservation philosopliy and goals for the Group,
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CONSERVATION CHAIR Paul Paryski

Water remains the priorily issue for the Northern NM Group. As the
drought progresses, water is becoming the most imporiant politicat issue in
NM. It is also a global issue, with supplies of potable drinking water
decreasing and the acquisition of national and international water companies
and water rights by multi-national corporations changing the nansre of water
from a public good to a marketable quantity.

The Group has concentrated its water efforts an getting the Santa Fe City
Council to pass a strong water budget ordinance linking all farther
development in the city to the availability of water. Councilors Patti Bushee,
David Coss, Karen Heldmeyer and Miguel Chavez have proposed a strong
water budget ordinance that creates a mechanism for planning, managing and
allocating water resources while allowing some minimal construction for the
figst yenr, Another ordinance, dubbed the “unbudget bitl" allows builders o
pay a toiles retrofit tax to have older buildings refitted with low flush toilets in
retum for 2 permil to build new structures. This proposition also does niot set
up a mechanism to budget water, aithough it pays lip service to the principle of
a water budget.

The Group's continuing campaign is composed of: a full page ad in e New
Mexican put together by water chair John Buchser, letters 1o the editor, letters
and telephone calls to councilors, and testimany in front of the relevant City
Council committees. Late on August 26, the "unbudget bill" was passed 5-4
when Mayor Delgado cast a tie-breaking vote, Other opticas might include a
citizens' ordinance, a relatively difficult undertaking, John Buchser and Doug
Fraser have fought courageously with me en this issue.

Other issues that the Conservatior Commitee (ConCom) has acted an are;
1. Forest Guardinns' lower Santa Fe River riparian restoration project:
the ConCom voted to take 1o action at {he present fime although it
expressed support for FG’s actions. A possible testimony in favar of the
project at the next appropriate City Council meeting was discussed.
2. The ConCom cantinues ta oppose new roads and re-building eld roads for
logging of downed trees in the Vivash fire ares. ’
3. The ConCom recommended that the ExCom approve a leiter to Senator
Bingaman 1o commend his stance apainst any exceptions to NEPA
processes for the thinning of federal forests. The Busk administzation is
pushing to allow commercial lumber companies to thinlog national forests
without satisfying NEPA regulations. Senator Daschle (D-Iowa) had also
requested an exemption ta allow thinning of nationat forests in the Black
Hills of South Dakota.

SeprensenfOcTobeER 2002



GROUP OUTINGS FOR 2002

Sot Sen  September 2002

1 Steenuons HWike to Wheeler Peak. 14 miles RT, 4300" gain. Marcin
Skillman (474-7414)
7 Easy Hike Gall Bryant (505.757,6654)
8  Strenunws Hike to Santa Fe Baldy. 14 miles RT, 2760 gain. Dan
Rusthei (650-8967)

14 Mndernge Hike in High Country. Dogs allowed. Lionel Soracce
(983-6715)
14 Strenuous Hike to Gold il (near Taos). 10 miles RT, 3411° gain,

Rich Capus (473-1948)
15  Strenuous Hike to Deception Peak, site of proposed ski lift. 7 miles
RT, 2200 gain. Michael Goldey (820.7302)

21 Ensy Rirdwateh Yaik bring binoculars. Ren Dufly (982-289%)

21 Maderate Hike in the femez. Bob McKee (672-3426)

22  Strenunns Hike in Sandias. Steplien Markowitz (505.797.5833 or
stepdov{@hotmail.com)

28 SteeunopsJEke up Cabezon voleanic plug NW of Bernalillo,
significamt rock scrambling, not for the faint-hearted, limit 12 {calf for
reservation). Marcia Skillman (474-7414)

28 Topr the new Ovtiz Hloontains Edueatinnal Precerve with guest
leader Matk VWood from the Santa Fe Botanical Garden. Leave
from Sierra Club office at 1 PM or meet leader at lower gate of Gold
Mine Road just south of town of Ceniilos on Highway 14 at 2 PM.
Easy 5 mile walk. Norma MeCallan (471-0005)

29  Moderate Hike in High Country. Art Judd (982-3212)

PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE OUTINGS LEADER PRIOR TO
A HIKE FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.

For additional owtings in Northern New Mexico,
please clreck the Pajarite Group page(s) in this newsletter.

Sy Sen Moxember

2 Maoderate/Strennons Bike Ride Bland Canyon, down Cochitt Cnyn,
Bland ghost town, 15 miles/1560' gain. Michae! DiRosa (663-0648)
2 Easy/Mnderate Hilie Pensteron Ridge, wear good hiking boots. 6+

miiles R/T. Dogs okay. Norma MeCallan (471-0005)
3 Easy Hike in the Cermillos Hills, leaving from Walgreens parking lot in
Villa Linda Mali, @ AM. Victor Atyas (438-9434)
3 Sirenuous Hike Horsethief Meadow from Panchuclla CG, 11 miles,
2500' gain, dogs OK. Tobin Oruch (820-2844)
9 Maderate Hike dogs okay, or Intermediate XC ski if snow. Lionel
Soracco {983-67E5)
10 Madernte Hike Seven Springs, unique travestine fanmatiens near San
Ysidra, 9 e, <1000' main. Optionaf second stop at Alabaster Cave,
will need a hielmet and 3 sources of light. Rich Capua (473-1948)
16 Easy Birdwatch Walk, bring binoculars. Ron Dulfy (582-2890)
16 Strenunns Hike to Santa Fe Baldy, 14 miles, 2800' gain, going even i
snow, carly start. Phil Somervell (473-4797)
17 Adpderate/Siesmuons Hike Caja det Rio to White Rock Canyon rim
& volcanic plug, rougly/off trail. Norhert Sperdich {474-4354)
23 Sirenpois ke Holy Ghost ©G 1o Spirit Lake in Pecos, 14
miles/2800 gain, alt if snowpacked. Heather Liston {982-9715)
24 Modertre/Strennans Sunwshoe in Pecos Holy Ghiost arca or hike it
no snow {call to see). Marcin Skillman (474-7414)

Sot Sua  Oetoher
3 Yery Strennous Tike to Wheeler Peak, 4300' gain, 7-12 miles, early
stast. Phil Somerveil (473-4797)
5 Maoderate/Stoeanons Hike up Raven's Ridge, possibly to Deception

Point, site of proposed ki Bft, 7 miles/2200' gain max, dogs okay.
Lionel Sorncco (983-6715)

6 Strenunas Hike to Penitente Peak via un-named drainage past Nambe
Crassing {off-trait and steep), retum vie Puerio Nambe, 9 miles/3G00"
gain, dogs okay. Rich Capua {473.1948)

6 Ensy-Maderate Hike Frey Trail to the Ceremenial Cave in Bandelier,
9 AM. Victor Atyas (438-9434)

‘Tuesdny October 8 to Monday Qetober 14
Maderate, Exploraiory Yiay Hikes & Cor Camping Abajo Mins La
Sal Notl Forest. Fail colors should be at peak in Utah's red rock
counlyy, Dogs okay. Norma McCallan {471-0005)

12 Strennneus Hike to Manzang Peak, 11 miles/2800' gain, early stant.
Michrel DiRosg (663-0648)
12 Ezsy/Mnderate Hike Fack's Creck CG to Pecos River, Gail Brynnt

{505-757-6654)
13 hoderats Hike to high country, 8:30 AM. Art Judd (982-32i2)
19 Easy Birdwateh Walk, bring binoculars. Ron Duffy (982-2890)
19 Strepuans Hike to Hermit's Peak near LV or Caballo near LA, 14 mi
2800-330H" gain, early start, dogs ckay. Dan Rusthoi (690-8967)
20 FasyModerate Hike on DOE lands south of White Rack. Meet in
Santa Fe 8:30 AM to carpool, or meet leader 9:30 AM at Smiths
Grocery in White Rock. Bob McKee {(672-3426)
20 Strepuons Hike to Puerto Nambe on Winsor Trail, dogs okay. Les
Drapela (995-0871)
26 Streanons Hike Picacho Peak, Dome Wilderness from Cochiti/
Bixon Apples; rough, brushy trail. Norbert Sperdich (474-4354)
27  DST ends—set clacks back
27 Streapous Hike to Lake Peak, steep but speciacufar, 7 miles/2260"
gain. Heather Liston (882-9715)

ANNUAL SIERRA YARD SALE
Saturday, October 5,8 AM to 3 PM
1859 Caming de Pabil (see directions below}

Come cliech out all our goodies, and bring a friend or o/ Serking donations of all
SALEABLE ilems (no computers, please). Applisnces must work, Bring items 1o
Carole’s house any time AFTER Sunday September 22; call to confirm when she will be
Ihere: 1859 Camine de Pabile - second side steeet on the fight going south on Galisteo L
Street between Zia Road and Roden Road - fook for a lnrge rai%oad tresile on the left.

The following 1asks could use volunteers:

1. Somcone with a truck,

2. Pricing items at Carole's house, Friday, October 4, 110 5 PM.

3. Seiting up Saturday merning at 7 AM, pulting up signs, manning tables from 8 AM
{0 3 PM. (twa-konr shifis avallabic)

4. Clean up aflerwards and take what is fell to Goodwill.

Call Carole (471-4769), Kathy Fraser (474-7615} or Norma McCallan (471-0005}

MAPS NEEDED!
Qutings leaders plan 10 maintain a collection of topo and other maps of the Santa Fe
“arca at the offiee. Old topes can be usefil, too, since they somelimes show details or old
trails [cQl ofT al more recent versions, To reeycle your area naps or guidebooks (birds,
wildflowers, geology), call Tobin Oruch (820-2844) or Norbert Sperlich (474-4354).

GROUP COMAMITTEE MEETING DATES
Group Executive Commitiee: Group Conservation Committee:
Tuesday, Oclolxr 1. 6:36 PM Tuesday, Scplember 24, 7 P
Wodncaday. November 6, 6:30PM Tuesday, October 22, 7 P

30 Magterate/Steennans Hike, Queen Mary/Otowi Mesa or Shagey g

Peak, 10-12 miles/2300", offttrall and reugh with tock scrambling. 256‘31 ‘Water Pot-Lucl [for Iocation call 20-02001 3 ;

Stephen Martmwitz (505-797-5833 or stepdoviihotniail.com) g Tuesdays, October & and Novenber 12,6:30 PM @agys o

& 4 NORTHERN NEW MEXJCO GROUP OFFICERS ANB COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ » ) !

Chair — Doug Fracer © 474-7635/ 6624104 Tax - Qutings — Norbert Sperlich 4744354 ’ i

Vice-Chinir — Barbara Jolinzon * lunah¥deolcom 4664935 ~Tobin Oruch oruehiilant.gov $20-2844 i

Seerctary/Treas ~ Liongt Soracco . 0983.6715  Conservation— Paul Parsski * praryski@ael.com 992-1984 :
Political Cormitiee—5vsan Martin * smartir@lanl gov 988-5206 Mining ~— CHIT E.arsen * clarsenfiiv.netcameom 466-2128
Mnbeshp/Activist Outings —Nonna MeCallan ¥ mmccaliand@mindspring.com 471.0003 Water-John Buchser * Jjbuchseniicartilinknet 820-0201
Nawsletter/Publicity — kay Carlson kearisonmpr@eartilinkret. 9523926 National Parks-Courtney White * wiewstgrt6o.com 982-3502
Yeb Master — Gina Arnda paraniaifenspeomn 424-1613 Reangelands-Roger Pelerson rogpeteool com 9R3-7350
Phone Tree— Berla Hanna 424-1435 Carson Nat'l Forest-George Grossman 982-1024

Chapter Rep — Doug Fraser © 474.7615 Activist Outinsgs-Norma McCallan * necallan@mindspringcom 471.0005 i
* Member of the SF Group Exceutive Commitice Growth~Eleanor Bisconenger 820-6401 — Jan Kindel * jonkindel@aclcom 474-7207

Sepremeer/QcTonrn 2002
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Pajarito Group Members: Vote on Revised Bylaws

the

1.
11

12

f your mailing label has a “1708,” you arc a member of the Pajarito

Group. The bylaws have been revised to adhere to National Sierra

Club guidelines to provide more consistency among groups around
country. We now need your vole as the final step of approval.

Organization

Name. The name of this Group is the Pajarito Group of the Rio Gmnde
Chapter of the Sierra Club.

Establishment. This Group is cstablished by action of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Chapter (Chapter ExCom), and is govemed by these Bylaws,
consistent with the provisions of the Bylaws and Standing Rutes of the
Club, the Bylaws of the Chapter, by applicable law, and by the policies and
directives of the Board. This Group is an integrat part of the Sierra Ciub
and the Chapter and is not a separate legal entity.

Saturday, September 14 » Mountain Bike Tour on Carsen National
Forest Gravel/Dirt Roads—Technical level: Beginnes. Stamina level:
Moderate. Length: 20 miles. Mean altitude: 9,500’ Altitude climb:
1,000°. We will meet for carpooling at the Los Alamos “Wye” (172
mile NE of Tsankawi) at 7:30am and will return there by 5:30pm.
Contact Carole and Abe Jacobson (672-9579).

Saturday, September 21 + Cerro Grande Dayhike—Moderate/sirenu-

ous, 8-9 miles, 2,000 elevation gain, off-trail and explosatory, easy
pace. Call Robert McKee for time and meeting place (672-3426).

Friday evening-Sunday, October 4-6 + 3rd Annual South San Juans

curcrinip Filing Wetkend——wWe if#ﬂf?:amp"ﬁt‘f:"ﬂféFB?ﬁ”Eﬁ"rﬁE: T

ground on the Conejos River and will hike Saturday in the headwaters
of the Congjos, Sunday up Conejos Peak {summit 13,000™). Contact
Carole and Abe Jacobson (672-9579).

13

14

Purpose. The purpose of this Group is to foster within its territorial limits
the pusposes of the Club. The proup is authorized to underiake activities
that are co with the purp of the Clizb and are not prohibited by
the Chapter or by the Board by a general ule applicable alike to all chap-
tes. The Group shall act on questions of public policy only in pursuance
of Chapter and Board policies or in a manner consistent with them,

Boundaries. The territerial boundaries of this Group shall be as specified
from time to time by the Chapter ExCom, with due consideration of the
wishes of Club members residing therein,

{contimeed on next page)

» the

Web Site

Pajarito can be acc

li_t't'p_._//r_l_o_érﬁﬁdé.é._lér:lfaczlju.ﬁ' rg/pajarito;

Mait Heaviier is 1he webmeister. .

All meelings are held in the upstairs rooms in Mesa Public Library at
7;00pmn and are open to the public, General meetings are on the fitst
Wednesday, conservation and executive commiltee meetings the second
Wednesday. September’s general meeting is Wednesday, September 4.

October’s general mecting is Wednesday, October 2.

l OpEr MEETING
ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS, A MORAL IMPERATIVE?

WEDNESDAY, SepTemptn 4 - T:00pm
Mesa PUBLIC LiBRARY - UpsTAiRs MEETING ROOMS

nvironmental responsibility embraces the ideats of social
equily, economic prosperity, and ecological integrity when

Shieies extinction, deforestation, toxic waste generation and
disposal, energy and resource use, rapid urbanization, and
§| corporate and social responsibility.

Many people believe that organized religion deals solely with
humans and their spiritaal—and in extension, personal and
socizl—wel-being. However, most issues important in the envi-
ronmental-responsibility movement are similar to those that are
important 1o refigion. Are there points at which these two ideals
merge? A panel consisting of:

+ Rabbi Gershon Winkler (the Watkingstick Foundation
! based on re-infusing the Mosaic tradition with Easth-
honering traditions),

« Reverend Talitha Arnold (minister of Santa Fe United
Chureh}, and

+ Reverend Dale Arnink (minister of Los Alamos Unitarian
Church)

will offer insights into how varicus religions view environmental
responsibility. Each panel member wili give a short presentation
followed by guestions and discussion.

OpreN MEETING

ReMewabLE ENERGY D EVELOPMENTS
IN NEew MEXICO

Wepnesoay, OcToBiR 2 - 7:0Q0m
H Misa Pustic LiBRARY © UPSTAIRS MEETING ROOMs

his taik will consist of an overview of renewable energy
technologies, their status, cost and advantages, followed by
an overview of renewable energy policy issues in New Mexico.,
The latter will include discussion of the proposed Renewable
Porifolio Standard, or RPS, which would require regulated utili-
ties to start including certain percentages of renewable energy
in their mix, ramping up o 10% by 2007.

O

essing such issues as global warming, land degradation, |

1
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Pajarito Group Bylaws {cantinued from page 12)

2

2.2

23

24

e AT

Membership

Members. Group members shall be those Club
members of fecord wha reside within the
Group boundaries, excapt that upon written
application to the principal office of the Club,
amember may join any chaptes and any group
within that chapter. No member shall beloog to
inore than one chapter and group, Only Group
members may vote or lold Group office. Oaly
Sierra Club members in good staading may act
on behalf of the Group.

Pewers of Members. By voting in annuat or
special elections, members shall elect and may
recall members of the Group Executive Com-
mittee (ExCony) and may determine Group
palicy. Through petition, members may require
the ExCom to call membership meetings.

Membership Meetings. Upen petition by 25
members, the ExCom shall cait a membership
meeling with at least 14 days wrilten notice to
the membecs stating time ané place to consider
subjects specified in the petition. No binding
action may be taken at & membership mecting,
but resolations addressed to any Club entity
may be adopted. The quorum for a mentbership
meeting shall be 25 Group members,

Election Petitions, The members may petition
for a special election by obtaining siguatures
from 25 members. Petitions shall stat scpa-
rately each issue to be decided, If the issue is
the recall of ExCom meinbers, candidates who

i shall inke-office.if. the.recall is. successful may...

be nominated in the same petition.

3. Executive Committce

31

32

Number. Subject to the powers of the members
as provided by these Bylnws, the management
of the affairs and activities of the Group shatl
be in the hands of an ExCom of seven (7)
members elected by the Group membership

for tecms of two years.

In any clection, up to four (4) members may be
clected for full terms, as long as the size of the
ExCom does not ircrease as a result and ng
fewer than three (3) terms wilf cxpu’c in any
Future year. When filling vacancies in unex-
pired tenns by clection, longer terms shall be
awarded to candidates with more voles. The
candidates who win the higher numbers of
volcs slall receive any available fulf terms and
the others shall receive the unexpired remain-
ders of the vacated terms,

Members clecied shal] take office at the first
mecting of the year,

1£ not otherwise members of the ExCom, the
Secretary and Treasurer shall serve as none
voting members,

Powers. Only the ExCom or those specificaliy
authorized by it or its designees shall act in the
name of the Group. The ExCom shall have the
authority {o make rutes and regpulations for car-
1ying out the provisions of these Bylaws. If any
appeal arises concerning any act or decision of
the ExCom, the Chapter ExCom sha)l have the
power o determine the procedures to be fol-
lowed, Group actions must be consistent with
Club purposes and the policics and dircctives
of the Chapter ExCom and the Boacd or its
designees.

The ExCom may call meetings of the Group
membersldp at Jarge with 14 days written no-
tice to all Group members, stating time, place,
and subjects to be considered. Notices shall be
published in n Group or Chapter rewsletter or

SepTeMBER/OCTOBER 2002
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3.5

36

37

- other publication provided to all members.

The ExCom may call and conduct special
clections in accordance with these bytaws,

The ExCom may establish and dissolve
sections and conuniltees as provided in these
Bylaws,

The ExComt may appoint and remove Group
officers, representatives, and committee mem-
bess at any time, The ExCom may fil} vacan-
cies in its elected membership.

Responsibilities. The ExCom shall assure that
the activities and services provided for the ben-
efit of the members by the Group and jts sec-
tions and ather entitics comply and are consis-
tent with these Bylaws and any Group Standing
Rules, policies and directives of tie Chapter
or the Board or its designees, the Bylaws and
Standing Rules of the Club, and applicablc law.
Such activities may include but are rot limited
1o financiat management, membership services,
production of publications, and conservation,
outings and political programs. Authority may
be delegated to carry out such activities, but
the ExCom shali retain overnif responsibility
and control.

Vacancies. The ExCom shall have the power
to fill a vacancy in any clected or appointed
office. A vacancy in aa elected position shall he
filled for the remainder of the unexpired term:
by vote of the remaining ExCom members.

Offfcers, The ExCom shall elect from its mem- .

bers the followlng officers, who shall also be
Group officers: a Chair, a Vice-Chair, and at
its option, a Secretary and a Treasurer, The
ExCom may appoint from outside its member-
ship any other Greup officers it considers nec.
essary, including the Seceetary and Treasurer,
All such officers shall be Group members.

At the discretion of the ExCom, offices may be
cambined, provided there are at least two dis-
tinct officers, Assistants to thesé officers may
be designated from among Group members.

Natice of the officers and appointecs of e
Group shalt be provided to Chapter headquar-
ters annually wpon selection, or as required by
the Board or its designees,

Representatives, The ExCom shall elect from
among its members a voling Group Represen-
tative and Alternate to the Chapter ExCom.

The ExCom may instruct represerdatives and
alternates before each Chapter ExCom meet-
ing. Represcntatives or alternates shall Teport
to the ExCom after each such meeting.

Committees. Fhe ExCom may establish and
dissolve standing and special committees
for such objectives as it may set, Subject to
ExCom approval, tlie Group Chair shall
appoint commitice membezs from among
Group members.

The Group Chair, or another ExCom member
designated by the Chair, may be designated as
a voling member of cacl commitiee, except
the Nomirating and Election committees,

Standing comumittees shall be appointed annu-
ally. Except for the Nominating and Election
cemmittees, the ExCom may add, remove, or
replace members of any commifiee at any time.
The ExCom may fill vacancies on the Nomi-
nating and Election Committecs.

Open Meelings. All meetings of the ExCom
and its committees shall be open fo allendance
by any Club member, but the ExCom or its

39

3.0

n

3.12

313

commiltees may convenc in private session for
the consideration of any sensilive matter, pro-
vided that any vote or final action is taken in
cpen session.

Quorum. A quorum for ExCom mectings shail
be a simple majority of its voting members. An
ExCom member shall be considered present at
a meeting if able Lo participate {ubly and simul-
taneousty by means approved by the ExCom,

ExCom Mcctings. The ExCom shalf lrotd
regularly scheduled meetings at least three (3)
times per year at tines and places communi-
cated in advance to all Group members.

Special Mectings. BxCom business may, if
necessary, be conducted at a Special Meeting,
A Special Meeting may be called by the Chair
or any {hree (3) ExCom imembers with at lcast
48 hours notice by personat contact or clec-
tronic means.

LErmergency Meetings. A quonun of the
ExCom may act in an emergency only when
the Chair determines that quick action is neces-
sary and there is insufficient time o arrange a
Special Meeting, or if prior authorization 1o so
deal with a specified issue has been given in a
meeting, provided in cither case that a deter-
mined and documented effort has been made to
contact all ExCom members. Any such sction
must be reported premptly to all ExCom mem-
bers and seported and placed in the minutes of
ils next meeting.

Absoiices, Any ExCom fnemiber who misse
tliree regularly scheduled meetings over any
continuous twelve-month period may be
removed from the ExCom by a twe-thirds vote
of the other ExCom members. The ExCom
shall-decide whether to remave a member at
any regularly scheduled meeting following

{he third missed meeting.

4. Nominations ang Elections

4.1

4.2

Anmual Election, As Annial Election shall

be held in the fourth quarter of each year to
choose ExCom members. This election and anry
special elections shajt be coaducted by secret
wrilten batlot maited to alf Group members of
record at feast four weeks before the closing
date of the clection, and shall be conducted in
such a manner as o ensure facility of voting
and tabulation, and secrecy of baklot, The ballot
siall allow each volcr to vote for as many
candidates as there arc positions to be fitled.

A voter may not cumulate votes for any
candidate,

The ExComn shall specify the calendar dates
and deadiines for appointing the Neminating
Comumitiee (NomCom), production of eligible
vater lists, receipt of names for consideration
by the NemCorn, receipt of ballot issue peti-
tiens, the NomCom report of names of nomi-
nees, receipt of candidate petitions, appoint-
ment of the Election Committee, printing and
mailing dates for ballots allowing at least four
(4) weeks for return of the ballots, receipt of
returned balfots, and the date, thne and place
for counting baljats,

The ExCom shall provide written notice of this
schedule and of the opportunity to nominate
candidates by petition te all Group members.

Nominating Committee, A Nominating Com-
mitlee (NomCor) of at least {heee (3) Group
Iaeitbers, at least one {1) ot an ExCom mem-
ber, note of whom may be a candidate, shall be

{cantinued on next page)
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4.5

4.6

appeinted annually by the ExCom not later
than four (4) menths before the designated
closing date of the election, Sufficient opportu-
nity shall be given for Group members 1o sub-
mit names for consideration by the NomCom.
The NomCom shall attempt to nominate at
least two (2) more candidates than the namber
of ExComn members 1o be elected, and shatl
report the nominees’ names to the ExCom at
teast two (2) weeks before the deadline for
submission of nomination pedtions and five {5)
weeks before the scheduled mailing of the bat-
[ots. Nominees shal? be Group members who
give their consent. If the NomCom chooses not
to nominate a willing candidate, the NomCom
shall promptly inform that candidate of the
opportunity to seek nomination by petition.

Petition Candidutes. The name of any Group
member proposed in writing by at least E5
Group members prior to the deadline for sub-
mission of petitions, and who gives consent,
shali also be included on the ballot. The nomi-
nation petitions shall be vetained until the
bailots are destroyed.

Eiection Commiiltee, An Election Commilics
of at least three (3) Group members, at least
one (1) not an ExCom member, shafl be
appointed annualty by the ExCom prior 1o the
scheduled date of mailing of ballots, Altema-
tively, the Group ExCom may designate the
Chapter Election Committee as Election Com-
mittee for the Group, No candidates may serve
on the Election Comenittee. The Election Com-
mittee shall cause the ballots to be prepared
and matfed, and shall count the returned bal-
lots, Challenges of the conduet of candidates
or their campaigns shatl be referred to the
Efection Commiittee. Decisions of the Election
Comemittec may ba appealed to the ExCom:

Mailing Ballois. Baflats shall be mailed to all
Group members of record according to the
voter list obtained prior to the election.

Return of Ballots, Ballots shall be retumed to
the Election Committee as directed in the ballot
instructions. Retura of a minimum number of
valid ballots shatl not be required for the
validity of an annual or special election.

Counting Ballots. The Election Commitice
shalt count the batlots on the closing date of
tlte clection, or as soon as practical after the
closing date of the election. The candidates or
their authorized representatives shall be permit-
ted to be present. The candidates receiving the
highest number of votes shall be elected. Any
tie shall be resolved immediately, first by a
receunt, then if necessary by Jot at the ballot
counting,

The Election Committee shalk immediately
notify the candidates, the ExCom members,
and other interested pasties, and shall report
the results to the ExCom at its next meeting.
The bailots and nomination petitions shall be
retained until their destruction is directed by
the ExCeom.

5, Functions and Services

51

52

Functions, The Group shall provide functions
and services requifed by the Board, its desig-
nees, the Chapter ExCom, or the Group mem-
bers. The ExCom shail define from time to
time the mezhods and proceduses by which
lese functiens and services shal! be detivered,

Publications. The ExCom shall arrange for
Group publicaticns to be distributed regularly
by print or electronic means to all Group

14 Rio GRaNbE SignaaN
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5.4

55

5.6

members, giving notice and reporling proceed-
ings of the ExCom, Group meetings, elections
and ofher news, including announcements of
social events and outings, This requitement
may be satisfied by use of a chapter publica-
tien,

Conservation Program. The Group Conserva-
tion Program shall further the conservation
objectives and pricrities of the Club within
Group boundaries, assist in intemational,
national and regional Club actions, and provide

. for the development and execution of specific

conservation strategies and action programs
authorized by the ExCom,

The ExCont shall appoint a Conservation Chair
wha shall provide a peint of contact for the
public and other Club leaders, and assist the
ExCom in conservation planning, budpet
decisions, resofving conflicts, training, and
implementation of the Conservation Program.

The program shall be coordinated with other
Clisb entities. Group leaders shall not meke a
statement or take a positien publicky that is
contrary to a policy or position established by
the Chapter ExCem, Board of Directars, the
duly authorized chapter, group, commitiee or
other Club eatity, or the Club membership
through referendum, nor shall Club leaderss or
staff members mention their Sierra Club affitia-
tion if they, in their own names, make a state-
ment or take a position contrary to established
palicy.

Consérvation zefions may not include civit =~

disobedience. No chapler, group, nor othee
Club entity shall encourage, request or direct
any person to violate the law.

The Censervation Program shalk provide an
opportunity for sections, other group entities,
and individual members to become involved in
conservation activities. The program shall also
provide for recruiting and 1zaining actévists to
develop the necessary skills and judgmem, for
publicaticn and discussion of consarvation
issues, and for networking and alert systems,
such ns phone teees and electronic mail.

Moemhership Program. The ExCom shall
provide for a membership program that keeps
u copy of the roster of current members, assists
in efforts to recnsit and retain members, and

is responsible for recruiting and welcoming
members and encouraging them te participate
in Club and Groap activities.

Qutings and Aclivities, The Group ExCom
shall manage any outings and activities
programs in cooperation with any group
subentities that conduct such oulings and
activities. Such management shall include but
is not liméted to the establishment of codes of
canduct appropriate to each type of activity,
provisions fer approval and publication of
notices, training and certification of leadess,
screening of participants, compliance with
insurance restrictions and other Club palicies,
handling of reservations and fees, restricting
group size and environmentat impact, and
investigatien of incidents and complaints.

All outings and activities shall be sanctioned
in advance.

Polilical Action, The Group’s pelitical pro-
gram shall include evaluating political issues
and positions, planning and conducting the
endorsement and support of candidates for
pubtic office, and developing and leading the
efforts necessary for those processes. This
program may include federal, state, provineial,

territorial, and [ocal government races as well
a3 ballot initiatives, and shall be conducted in
compkiance with applicable [aw and the Club’s
clectoral compliance guidelines.

6. Group Sections

6.1

6.3

- dissolved section sHall TEVER o tHe Group:

71
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7.3

74

7.5

Sections. With ExCom approvat, Group mem-
bers interested in special aciivilies consistent
with Club purpases, or other appropriate sub-
sets of Group members, may form sections,
subject 1o approval of section operating proce-
dures. Because section membership is opticnal,
sections may assess dues and also charge for
activities, as permitted by the Groap ExCom.
Sections shafl operate under bylaws approved
by the Group ExCom,.

Suspension and Dissolution. By majority vote
the Group ExCom members present at a regular
or special meeting may suspend or dissolve a
section, if, in the judgment of the ExCom, such
action is in the best interest of the Club. Such
action shall not affect the standing of the indi-
vidual members as members of the Club or
Group, Suspension or dissolution shall enly
take place aftar written specification of the
grounds for the proposed getion are furnished
to the members of the section affected and to
the Chapter ExCon or its designees. At the
same ExCom meeting, Group members shall
have an opportunity to comment on the
proposed action.

Upon dissotution, all remaining assets of the B

As an alternative to dissolution, the Group
ExCom may require new elections to be held
for section office,

Finances

Receiving and Expending Funds. The Group
may receive funds from Club entities and may
receive contributions directly. The Group may
not assess or collect dues from its membexs,
Expenditures shall be consistent with all rules,
policies and directives of the Board and its
designees.

Fundraising and Fees for Qutings and
Activities. Consistent with rules, policies and
directives of the Chapter ExCom and the Board
or its designees, the Group may conduct fund-
raising and other activities, including outings
that require members and others to pay a fec 1o
participate. Such fees may include both direct
and indirect costs and provide for operating
feserves. Angouncements of fundraising events
shall indicate the intended use of the proceeds.

Authority Over Deposited Funds. The
ExCom shall have authority over all funds
deposited in accounts in the name of the Group
and its entities. Every bank, savings, or invest-
mest account must have on the signature list
for that account at least twa (2) signatures,
including the signature of 2 Group ExCem
officer, generally the Teeasurer or Chnir.

Requirenient to Deposit, Unless otherwise
specified by the ExCam or the Board or its des-
ignees, all monies received by Group entities
shall be deposited promptly in an account bear-
ing the name of the entity, the Group, and of
the Sierra Club. *

Delegation of Authority. The ExCom may
delegate financial authority to Group entities.
‘The Group shall retain responsibility and con-
trol. Group entities must provide satisfactory
(eontinued o next page)
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accounting at least quarterly to the Group
Treasurer, including all reports required to
satisfy Club requiremenis ang applicabie laws,

7.6 Prohiditions. The Group and its entitics may
ot borrow money, own real estate, or contrib~
ute from its general furds to political cam-
paigas, candidates or heir parties.

7.7 Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the Group shall
coincide with that of the Club,

748 Books and Reports. The Group Treasurer shaif
keep proper beoks of account, and shall report
balances, revenues, and expenses of the Group
and its entities {o the ExCom at Ieast quarterly,
and to the Chapter Treasurer or designee at the
ead of the fiscal year. The Group Treasurer
shall either file, or provide the Club Treasurer
with timely information and funds required io
file, all reparts and relums reguired to satisfy
Club requirements and applicable [aws.

7.9  Review. As soon as practicable after the close
of the {iscal year, the ExCom shall cause a
review $o be made of the bocks, including
thase of all Group entitics. The results of the
review shall be submitted to the ExCom for
their approval.

8.

8.1 Interpretation of Bylaws. All questions as io
the construclion or meaning of these Bylaws
are first to be referred to the Group ExCom for
decision, Appeals from such decisions may be
takea to the appropriate level, as established by

Construction and Amendment

b ettt o R R s T e DR O M BT e

Directors. The decision of the highest of these
catities that cliwoses to act shall be final. All
pracedures not prescribed by the Bylaws and
Standing Rules of the Clab, these Bylaws, or
the Standing Rules of the Group, shall be gov-

“erned by the current edition of Robert's Rules
of Order, newly revised.

8.2 Amendment, These Bylaws are fundamenta?
and shall not be added te, amended or repealed
except by a two-ihirds vote of the Group
ExCom and a two-thirds vote of ajl mail baliots
cast in an Annugl or Speeial Blection. After
praposed bylaw changes have been approved
by the Group ExCam, and before they are sub-
mitted to a vote of Group members, they shall
be submitted te the Chapter BxCom or its
designees and the Board or its designees lor
seview and approval.

83

If an amendment expands the size of the
ExCom, but the annual clection was held for
fewer members, the ExCom may appoint mem-
bers or hold a special election to fill the new
positions. If the amendment ceduces the size of
the ExCorn, the clected members receiving the .
st votes shall serve,

Approvak by vote of the membetrs is not
required for amendments needed 1o keep these

Bylaws consistent with changes in the Club
Bylaws, dircctives of the Board or its desig-
nees, or to correci inconsequential errors or
ontissions. Such amendinents sholl require
anly a majedty vote of the ExCom,

A current copy of {liese Bylaws shall be filed
with the Secretary of the Chapler and at the
principal office of the Sierra Club.

Signaltures and Ellcclive Dale. These bylaws
and any amended versions shall be signed and
dated by officers acting on behalf of the
ExCom and by the national entity designated
to approve bylaws. These bylaws as amended
shall take effect on 1 January 2003, or when
the signed copy is filed at the principal office
of the Sierra Club, whichever is later. A copy
of the signature page shall be returned 1o

the Group, and shall be atiached to all
reproduced copies.
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Let’s Get Good People Elected In the First Place

by Norma McCallan

what warmer than normal for late August when we usually experi-

ence a heavy buitdup of clouds in the afterncon and sporadic thun-
derstorms. Quite different than the spectacular but chitly Arctic environ-
ment I secently was in on a national Sierra Club tour of Spitz-bergen
Island, only 10° from the North Pole, and dominated by vistas of ice
floes, ice bergs, glaciers and steep snowy peaks. I am glad te be back in
our welcoming climate, but distressed that the drought is still with us. Tt is
sapping the steength of our plants and wildlife. Large rumbers of pifion
and ponderosa are dying in nerthern New Mexico, weakened by too little
moisture and susceptible to the ravages of the bark beetle. We need to
treat our landscape gentiy. In addition to the normal precautions of the
Club's Leave No Trace philosophiy—-like staying on the trail and camrying
cut all garbage-—we need to make sure that land-use decisions are made
thoughtfully, with an awareness of the larger picture, the entire ecosys-
tem, ihe health and weil-being of the Jand and the peeple who live upon
it. One of the best ways to ensure that is to get good people elected to

T he sky is a brilliant blue, the sun still quite warm—in fact some

public office in the first place, so that we are ngt always feeling dismayed
by the exploitative decisions of our elected officials and the harmful
actions of the administzators they appoint. Each election season, the Club
goes threugh a lengthy endorsement process, looking at the records of
candidates, and picking only those with an environmental vision and the
viability to win. There are some in our outings programs who say they
don’t want Lo get involved in the political process. But to not get in-
volved, at least for the basic siep of voting, is to let others make all the
decisions about our favorite places. I would urge our outing community to
read the write-ups on some of our endorsed candidates in this issue, and
carefully peruse a special edition of the newsletier which will come out
in 2 month or so with all the Rio Grande Chapter’s endorsed candidates.
‘Then on Election Dxay, go vote—and take along a friend or two.

We have a great selection of outings this issue; below are listed a sam-
pling from around the State. Be sure to call the ieader to get details, and
look at the Group pages for additional trips. All phone numbess are 505,
excepl as noted,

Saturday, September 14 < Carson National Forest Mountain Blke
‘Tour—2( miles on gravel/dirt roads. Carole and Abe Jacobson (6‘?2—
9579-Los Alamas),

Sunday, September 15 + Emhuduo Trail to South Peak, Sandm Moun-
tain Wilderness—An §.mile round-trip trek to the h:ghcst point of the
south Sandias. David Ther (260-1553-Alb). . ;

Sunday, Septemher 22 « Sandia Mountoins Dayhnke—S(rcnuuus hlke
. Stephen Markowitz {797-5833-Alh).

¥riday-Sunday, Scptember 27.29 « West Fork Mngnlion Creek Back-
pack—Moderate 12-mile trip in a remote comer of the Gita Wildernéss,
Roltin Wickenden (915/855-6697-E1 Paso, rwickgila@noleom), - "0~

Saturday, Septemaber 28 « Indtan Hollow Dayhike-—Moderate to strenu- -
-oits hike in the Organ Mauntains, Paul (525-1935-Las Cmees).

Saturday, September 28 « Aden Crater Dnjllukc, Vest Potrillo Moun-
tains-—Easy hike to this WSA near El Paso, where over 150 cinder-cone
volcances have been identified. Mike Episcopo (915!584 -9322-F] Paso).

. Saturday, September. 28 » Ortiz Mountains Educational Preserve
“Tour--Easy hike in this previously off Hmits gold mine property now
acquu:cd by tlu: S'I.nlil Fe Bolamcal Garden Norrm McCal]an (471 (3005—
SFe) : :

Saturday, Oclnbnr 5 Wllceler I’cak Cllmb——Schnuous lukc up our :
- highest peak;, 13 161°. Phil Somcrvell (473—47974Fc) SRS

Fnday»Sund'ﬁy, Ottober 4-6 » South San Junns Car Cmnp—-Hmc Sabie
- day in the headwaters of the Conéjos River, and Sunday up Concjos Peak, |
il 13 0007 Abn nnd Caroln: Jacohsun (67”-9579 Los Alnmos)

Sierra C|ub Outings in September-November 2002

. Snturday, October 19 I‘ illmorn Canyon—Mcderalc hlkc m 1hc Organ ) :

Saturday, Octaber 26 » Picacho Peak, Dome Wllc_]erncss—Strcnunus ]uke' _:_::

Tiesday-Monday, October 8-14 « Abajo Moun!mns Car Camp—Explor-
atory moderate day hikes and car camping in the La Sat National Forest,
at the edge of southeastem Ulah's mﬂgmfcenl. red Tack cuuntry Norma
MeCallan (471 OOUS—SFeJ : !

Snlur(hy, (4] nher 12 » Manzana Peak Daylu]‘u—Slmnunus h‘ke to the
“highist Lhc Miizang Mol.mtams _10 fushi Mﬁ:‘ﬁi’mos“@@-

0648-5Fe). .

Monnt:uns Paul (525-!935 Las Cmccs) L
Saturday, Qctober 19 « Hermif’s Peik Daylnke»--SLrenuuus hlke to th]s .
Fandmark hear Las Vegas (or lo C-lballo Pmk near Los A]nmos) Dan s
Rusl.hol (690 8967-5Fe). - :
Saturday-l‘riday, Oclober 19-25(") Gmmi szynn Nalmnal I'ark .
Backpack--4-day, 16-mile wip dowd the South Kaibab and up the Bright ° -
Angel érails. Ro&lm Wickenden (915]855 6697—Ei Pasn rwxckgﬂa@aol
© com). .

near Cochiti. NOrbcr& Sperhch (4?4-4354»—5&) :

Snturdsy, Noveiber 2 » Cochiti Canyon Bike Ride— oderaic nde ina :: b .
beawiful canyon, Michncl DiResa (663-0648-5Tc), :

Sunday, November 10 Sevcn Sprmgs, near San Ysmm—Moderate hlke i
e unzque lmvemne form-\uuns R:ch Capua (473 1948—8Fe) AR

WANTED: WANTED:

Lobbyist Conservation
Organizer

he Chapter is seeking a

lobbyist for the upcom- he Chagpter is seeking a part
ing NM legislative ses- time, temporary organizer to
sion—January 15-March help with conservation campaigns,
31. The position requires political outreach and Chapter
strong interpersonal and administrative work. The position
organizationat skills. Send requires strong people skills and
resume and references by the ability to communicate effec-
9/15 to: Lobbyist Commit- tively. Send resume and references
tee, P.O. Box 31042, Santa by 9/15 to: Personnel Committee,
Fe, NM 87594, P.O. Box 31042, Santa Fe 87594,

Rio Grande Chapter

National Lobbying, Coordinaiordtom Washmglon, DC,
will lead a pEnnrzlmg scsmon E(E?lc%szism

The Cunservzupﬁ Commnteed [I'meeton Sunday
meming, Decemb rS"’I'h E: u.ukv ommittee witl
meet during the ia% )% ternoon of

Mot ar]
e 81 o 0

The cost of lodgir[g " $20.’pe.rsonlzﬂéhi All members
are invited. If you are interested, please contact Chapter
Chair Jim Hannan (jhannan505@aol.com; 988-5760).




