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NM Rule Sets Target for Renewable Energy: 10% by 2011

n 17 December 2002, after two years of
O hearings and revisions, the New Mexico

Public Regutation Commission {PRC)
visted to adept a Renewable Portfolie Standard
(RPS}, a rule requiring the four major electric
companics to provide renewable elecrricity to their
customners in New Mexico,

The rule s to cake effect on 1 July 2003. The coal
iobby or others, however, may sue the PRC, claiming
that the authotizing statutes directed the Commis-
sion 1o study renewable encrgy, but did not give it
authority £o aet. It is good news that Shitley Baca
(D) and David King (R), the incoming PRC com-
missioners from southern and eastern New Mexico,
respectively, both support renewable energy and the
mandated RPS, It is possible thar the Legislature will
pass legislation regarding chis measurc—so let your
legislarors know how you feel about renewable
energy.

chcwabic clectricity includes solar, wind,
geothermal, some biomass, and some types of

hydropowcr ‘The rule now requires utilities to derive
% of thoir clecrricity from rencwable encrgy by

= Public Service Company of New Mexico
(PNM),
» Xcel Energy,
* El Paso Electric Company, and
* Texas MNew Mexico Power.
The clectric co-ops are exempied from the rule.
In order to provide incentives for diversifying
energy sources beyond wind power, the PRC
approved a schedule in which the rilitics will
receive:
* one credic for generating one unit of wind,
+ twao credits for generating one unit of cither
biomass or geothermal power, and
« theee credits for generaring onc unit of solar
power.
1£, for example, a utility chooses to fuifill s
renewables requirement with solar power, it would

have to provide enly one-third of the 109 (3.33%h)
af its electricity from rencewables by 2011.

Each power sousce has advantages and disadvan-
tages. Biomass and geathermal power, in particuar,
differ from wind and solar in that they can provide
“bascload” or constant power. Just the same, the
intesmirtent natere of wind has not seriously
hindered its deployment elsewherc.

s a start, PNM announced plans in Occober

2002 for a lang-term contract to purchase ali of
the encrgy from a 204-Megawatt wind farm to be
construcred 20 miles northeast of Forr Sumner in
Quay and De Baca counties. {x will generate enough
clectricity te power 94,000 averaged-sized homes.
According to PNM's web site, this will mean that

{eontintied on page 15)

“The cost of wind energy has declined from 40¢ per kilowatt-hour
to less than 5¢. The cost of elesisicity from photoveltaics has dropped
from more than $I/k:lowat’r hour in 1980 to nearly 206/kilowatt-hour.”

Water, Energy, Mining, and Wildlife Are Key Issues for 2003

Rso Grande Chapter
Priorities for the 2003
Legislative Session -

..Fi'rst-pr'lority lssues:

5 Protcct WATET Fesources:
«* Acequia water banking and transfers
Metenng :md lumtmg the use of

s E T he Rio Grande Chapter has targered four
issucs—waier, eneryy, wildlife, and the N
Mining Act—on which to focus attention
during the 2003 session of the New Mexico Legisla-
ture, which convenes on 21 January and runs fer
wo busy menths. Chaprer members and Lobbyist
MaryBeth Morand will also track developments in
several other arenas, inclnding public transportation,
Otero Mesa wilderness designation, and creation
of the Mesilla Valley Bosque State Park, Summaries
of the legislative status of these issues are
included below.

Protecting New Mexico's Water Resources
Water issues are surfacing in the form of many ini-
tiatives, memorials, and bills, in part because clean
watet is so fundamensat o quality of life, because
dronght has heightened awareness that we are seri-
ously depleting our aquifers and rivers, and because
faiture o deliver water to Texas may cast the state
millicns of doltars in litigation. Chapter members
arc anticipating developments en the following
four fronts.

Acequia Water Banking and Internal Trans-
fers—The Sicrra Club is very interested in nwo bills

+ presented by the New Mexico Acequia Associztion to

the Interim Legislative Committee on Water and
Natural Resources. These bills would give authority
to acequias to proteet their water rights,

The first bill would give acequia associations the
authority 1o approve or deny any proposed transfer
of 2 member's water right out of the acequia. Under
present law, acequia associations are not allowed any
meaningfl input irto these significans ransactions,
other than to file sbjections with the Office of the
State Engineer {OSE) and enter into fizigntion
against the proposed transfer.

The second bill would atlow the formaion of
acequia-managed “water banks” to hold in reserve
and reallocate water rights to farmlands on the same
acequia. Such internal reallocations would not have
to be approved by the State Engincer, Banked water.
rights would be exempted from the use-i-or-lose-it
penalty. Any transfer off the acequia, remporary
or otherwise, would have 1o go through the OSE
process, as under current Jaw,

’ (continued on page 3)
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of 2002. We can osly begin to thanl: Jim Hannan whé sérved as Chaptér chair for two years, Toh
Buchser _wbo_scwe'd as vice-chair and managing editor of ﬂié:'ht::ﬁ_fsl_t':r';é_f, and Bagbara Johnson who has:
been chair of the Northern Groisp., We'd aiso liks to offer byt sincere appeeeiation to Doiig Fraset and:

Paul Paryski who represenied us ds the Chiapter's lobbist snd assistantlabbyisey tespettively, iri 2002

everal extraordinarily detficated voluntzers rotated ot of iinparmarfeadership positions at theens
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Priority Issues For 2003 (eonrined fom page 1)

The bitl would give legal recognition to historical
acequia water-management practices. For years,
acequia associations have opposed the idea of 2
single, statc-operated water bank, belicving it to be
conceived as a mechanism to move water rights from
ruzal 1o developing areas. Given a chance to craft
their own water-banking bill, acequia leaders have
redefined waser banking 2s a mechanism for water
rights to remain in, and to continue to benefit, the
local community.

Thanks to the efforts of the New Mexice Acequia
Association, twe bills have already been considered
by the interim joint House and Senate Water and
Natural Resources Committee,

The acequia community, like the environmental
community, siruggles to remind decision-makers
that water policy is rot just about new infrastructure,
but rather is about what we value as a State and whac
we want the Jandscape—both natural and buman—
ro fook like in the futute.

For more informarion, contact Chaprer Canserva-
tion Chair John Buchser (820-0201, jbuchscr@
eacthlitk.net) or David Benavides at Community &
Indian Lepal Services of Northern NM (982-9886
ext. 111, or BOD/373-9881 cxt. 111; david@cilsnm,
com; PO. Bax 5175, Sznta Fe, NM 87502).

Graywater—According to the State Engineer,
New Mexicans are using twice as much water as we
receive, a situation thar can hardly be calied sustain-
able. A viable “source” of water is saved water. Up to
40% of porable warter consumed in urban areas is
used to water landscapes. Using gmywatfn_'_-w-frorn

Lct me first say that I hope everyonc had 2
joyous holiday s.ason. Happily, we did have
a measurable amount of moisture throughour
the state this past menth. May it continue!
Next, I want zo thank Jim Hannan for leading
the Chapter as Chair for the past twe years. I'm
already learning that dealing with ail the corre.
spondence from the national headquarters is
erough, on its own, to bury a normal human.
And then, let us deal with our New Year's
Resolutions. Good luck with yours! Mine? Well,
besides introducing the Club's new lobbyist,
MaryBeth Morand, 2reund at the start of the
upcoming legisiative session, my primary focus
will be traveling on a segolar basis to the various
Groups of the Chaprer and assisting chem in all
ways passible. Most importantly, that means
bringing each of our five Groups—namely,
Central (Albuquerque), Northern (Sanm Fe and
viciniry), Bl Paso, Southern (Las Cruses), and
Pajarite (Los Alamos)}—up to comparable levels
of functioning. This may involve offering them
help in membership drives, local environmencal
focus projects, and leadership developmenc. This
will be quite an undertaking, but it is worth the
investment to us, and akso in the eyes of National
Club leaders who have recently re-emphasized
the importance of local grassroots involvement.
—Doteg Fraser

Newwly elected Rio Grande Chapter Chair Doug Fraser

R e L At oG i I AR d R
machines—for this purpose could save more than
196 of New Mexico's total water consumption.

An Environmene Department Graywater Advisory
Group has presented recommendations fer legisla-
tien andfor reguiations pesmicting greater use of
graywater to the Legislature’s Intesim Water and
Finance Commitrees. Representative Mimi Stewart
zgreed to sponsor a bill, and che committees unani-
mously appraved it. We are now secking additional
sponsers and suppost for the bill, which we think has
a very good chance of being adopted,

Based en Arizona’s graywaser faw, the bifl wilt
allow the daily use of up to 250 gallons of graywater
for landscape watering without a special permicand
special costly treatmens (as now required), providing
that certain public health considerations are met.

For more information, contact Paul Paryski,
conscrvation chair for the Nosthern NM Groug,
in Sartz Fe (992-1984; pparyski@aol.com).

Metering and Limitations on Domestic Wells—
The Chapter witl support a bill to require metering
of new domesticwells as 2 way ro gather sound data
to inform regional planning <fforts, including
allocation of resources.

The Chapter will also support legistation affirming
that the State Engincer has the authority te deny or
place limitations on permics for domestic wells, if the
Engineer determines that the well wilk infringe upon
existing warer rights. Presently;, the State Engincer
grants all requests for domestic well permits.

For more information, contact Chapter Conserva-
tion Cliair John Buchser (see Directary, page 2).

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
(CAFOs)—New Mexico is sustaining a dramatic
influx of large, industriatized dairy operations, nota-
bly in the castern pare of the state—Chaves, Curry,
Las Cruces, and Roosevelt counties. The average
dairy cow in New Mexico uses 115 gailons of warer/
day. At this rate, a 3,000-head eperation uses more
than an acre foot/day, nos including water used to
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Please Welcome MaryBeth Morand as Our Lobbyist

he Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club would dike 10 welcome MaryBeth Morand as its
lobbyist for the 2003 session of the New Mexico Legislature—and we'd like to rake this -

opportunity to introduce her to cur 6,600+ members throughour the Rio Grande watershed.

MaryBeth comes to us with an impressive background in relief work, primarily in war zones. She
brirgs social, business, and admiristrative skills cuftivazed in inteznacional and domestic environments
that are decply affected by pelitics and constant change. MaryBeth began her international worlcas a
Peace Corps voluntcer in Kenya, where she built potable water systems in rurat villages. Back in die
United Statcs, she completed an M.B.A. in International Management as Thunderbird, the American
Graduate Schogl of International Management in Glendzale, Asizona. Within a couple of ytars of
graduation, MaryBeth headed back to Kenyz to work as  [ogistics caordinator of relief supplies for
refugee and displaced persons camps throughout northeen Kenya, Seuth Sudan, and Somalia. While
she was in Kenya, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) invited her to
become one of its stalfpersons inside Somalia and then in Geneva, Bosnia, and Azerbaijan. After a toral
of six years in three war zones with UNHCR, MaryBeth returned so the United Stares to set up a base
in Tueson, where she was a refugec-resettlement case manager and then a finance director for a non-
profit social services erganization. MaryBeth moved to New Mexico in 2002 to take a position as a
contractor for risk-management assessmenss for Indian rrust lands. Over the past year, she has traveled
te Burcau of Indian Affairs agencics and tibal headquarters throughaut the western United States.

MaryBesh will be working out of the Sierra Club office on Old Santa Fe Trait in the Capital ity
(see Directory, page 2 for contact information). She welcomes calls and visits from members, and
would especially like to encourage all of us to come meet with our legislators during the upcoming
two-month session, as well as at home throughous the year, The strenggh of her lobbying cfforts an
behalf of the Chapzer rests on our genuine concern for our natural resoutces, our conviction that there
are sound solutions for our challenging natural resource issues, and our readiness to back her up with
letrers, calls, and visits with our state representatives and setators.

clean: facilities, spray waste onto fields, and grow
feed. And according to the EPA, a single cow gener-
ates £20 pounds of wer manure/day; 2 3,000-head
operation produces as much waste as 90,000 people.
According to a NM Environment Department
employee, “OFf 194 permitted dairies [in New
Mexico], about 61 have recorded discharges exceed-
ing staze regulations.” Cesspools leach inte ground-

warer and overflow into surface waters, contaminat-
ing supplies with bacteria and nitrates, the latter of
which correlates with higher levels of bladder cancer
in womer:.

While the Chapter heartily suppotts farming and
ranching practices that embrace sustainable agricul-
ture, we will continue to oppose operations that

(rantised on page 6)
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Deregulation Negotiations May Prove Costly for NM Rate-payers

New Mexico {PNM), the NM Public Regula-

tory Commission (PRC), the NM Aworncy
General, the NM Industrial Energy Commisson
(NMIEC), and the City of A%buquerqlle signed a
stipuared agreement cffectively agresing ta repeal
the 1999 Electrie Usility Industry Restructuring Act,
theseby returning New Mexico 102 regulated
elecrricity marker.

The New Mexico Legislature and the Attorney

I . October 2002, the Public Utility Company of

- Clenesal's office hiad been eager to repeal the 1999

utdlity-deregulation legislation, in parc because the
experience in California was so disastrous. PNM,
however, has been eager t0 develop its unregulated
wholesale power acrivities. By iss own testimony,
PNM acknowledges that it seeks ro “participate in
the emerging competitive genemtion business. . .
through the integrated urilization of regulated and
unregulated assets, a structure bese achieved within
the utifity using merchant generation.”

“Merchant power” is power that is developed spe-
cifically ro be sold our-of-state. There are currently
approximately 20 appiicacions for new power plants

. in New Mexico, most of which are merchane-power

plants that will tiz into our natural gas pipelines
and consume large amonnts of warer. By developing
mmerchant power in 2 dercgulated environment,
PNM believes that it can return more profit to its
shaseholders (who are not necessarily its custormers)-
In exchange for agreeing not to oppase repeal of

_deregulation during the 2003 legistative session,

PMM has becn granted perrnission o pursiie
unregulated merchant power by levesaging its
regulated assets (7.e., those for which custemers have
paid). PNM may invest up 1o $1.25 billion in
merchant-power generation plants using the credit
security and utility assess provided by Mew Mexico
rate-payers. The profits, however, will acerue 1o
shareholders, not ratepayers.

The stipulated zgreement 1} requests the PRC ro
approve financing of PNM’s merchant plants en an

expedited basis, and 2) takes away the Comimission’s
authotity and reasonable scrutiny of PNM's mer-
chant-plant financing activiies,

In Ocrober 2002, the U.S. Executive Agencies
(USEA; the federal agencies that buy power from
PNM) filed an objection opposing the stipulated
agreement. USEA argues thar the deal—repealing
the Restractusing Act in exchange for the merchanc-
plant provision—subverts the intcrests of PNM
ratepayers (see box).

The stipulated agreement alse authorizes PNM
1o recover 10036 of nuclear decommissoning costs
(DNM is part owner of the Palo Verde nuclear plant
in Arizona} and up ta $100 million associated with
<he decommissioning of the San Juan, La Plata, and
Navajo coal mines. ’

Arc we doing alt thar we could 1o move toward a
renewable encrgy furure? PNM is a utility with
excess generation capacity and, therefore, has less
incentive to develap efficiency measures thas wouild
do the most to reduce cnergy use, the consequent
generation of greenhouse gases, and consumption of
Jarge amounts of water, Morcover, most of PINM’s
generation equipment is old, and approximarely
859 uses coal. While other states are moving ©
wind power and lowering their electricity rates (e.g.
Utah, Colorado), we are allowing our utility to gen-
crate mare fossil-fuel based electricity ac a financial
risk to New Mexico residents. We should change the

incentive sgructure, 5o that urilities are rewatded for

cfﬁcigbcy, rather than only for generating and selling

rmore clectricity by building more power plants.

[ these issues concern you, please contact your

legislaors and elected commissionets on the
Public Regulation Commission. There wilk be bills
relared to renewable energy and clectriciry deregula-
tion in the 2003 Legislarnre, and our elected officials

_need to hear that New Mexicans want to aggressively

pursue development of cleaner electricity.

Forum Focuses on Mexican Gray Wolf

1 7-8 Tebruary 2003, histarians, wolf-
O experts, ranchers, and environmentalists

wilt gather in Las Cruces, New Mexico to
discuss the history and furure of the Mexican gray
wolf at a public forum, which is free and open o the
public. “El Lobo," the first Aldo Leapold Farum
arganized by the New Mexico Stare University
(NMSL) Depastment of History, will address:

» the history of wolf eradication to favor deer
and etk hunters and ranchers;

e the histerical role of large predators in
the southwestern ccosyscem; and

o the current batde over wolf reintraduction.

Keynote speakers on Friday, February 7 are:

« Susan Flader, historian, biographer of Aldo
Leopold, and author of Thinking Like a
Monntais

« L. David Mech, the conntsy's foremost wolf
biolagist and author of The Wolf The Ecolagy
and Behavior of an Endangered Species and

« Caren Cowan, executive direcror of the
MNew Mexico Cattle Growers' Association.

A day-long symposinm on Saturday, February 8
will include talks and a round-table discussion with
Jeading environmental historians, biologises, policy-
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malcers, environmental activists, and ranchers on
both sides of the issue. Hank Fischer, special projeets
coordinator for the Narional Wildiife Federation,
will be the dinner speaker. In addirion 1o the keynote
and dinner speakers, participants inclnde:

« historians Thomas Dunlap (auchor of Seving
Americas Wildlife), Dan Floses (author of
Horizental Yellow), Louis Warren (authos of
The Hunters' Game), and Diana Hadley;

« Craig Miller of the Defenders of Wildlife;

+ Michael Robinson of the Center for
Biological Diversity;

« ranchers Hugh McKeen, Laura Schncberger,
Darcy Ely, Jan and Will Holder, and
Jim Winder;

= ecologists Michael Phillips and David E. Brawn
(author of The Wolf in the Southwest);

« Brian Kelly of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; and

« a number of other policy-malcers and scientists,
including representatives from the Apache
reservations.

El Lobe is the first Leopold Forum fecusing on
environmental history and policy in the Southwest
Borderlands. The forem is funded by grants from

For more information about renewable energy in
New Mexico, see the web site of the Coalition for
Clean Affordable Energy (www.cfcae.org).

—Gail Ryba
Chapter Energy Chair

the Envitonmentai Leadership Prograrm, the New
Mexico Endowment for the Humanities, the Thaw
Charitable Trust, the McCune Charitable Founda-
tion, the Charles Redd Center for Western Studies,
and the Southwest and Border Cultuces Institute.
The forum is organized by the New Mexico State
Universicy (NMSU) Department of History, and is
co-sponsored by the New Mexico Farm and Ranch
Heritage Museum and the NMSU College of
Agriculture.

For registration information, contact Vanessa
Stewarr (wolfconf@nmsu.edu), or visic the confer-
ence web site (www.nmsu.edul~histdept/wolf). Se:
ing will he fimised; advanced registration is require
by 24 January 2003. There wil be = charge for lun
and dinner,

For more informaion, sce the NMSU web site
(www.nmsu.cdul—hisrdeptfwolﬁhtmi), or contact
Marsha Weisiger (646-4037; mwcisige@nrnsu.cdu

— Vaspessa Stent
Leopold Forum Project Assith
Department of Fistory, New Mexico State Unive:
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here's nothing like spending the summer

enduring a Stage 3 Water Shortage Emes-

gency to increase awareness of how precious
water is! Santa Feans now understand much more
-abour wilting flowets, brown grass, short showers,
and dirty cars. They also understand that there will
be difficult choices ro be made as we face the future.

So when fourth-grade teachers reccived a flyer
inviting them to apply to bring their students to the
firsz Children's Water Festival to be held in the Sant
Fe are, they responded with enthusizsm! The Water
Festival for Santa Fe students will be held ar Sweeney
Center on 13-14 March 2003, More than 500 stu-
dents will attend to spend the day patticipacing in
fun, hands-on learning activities about water science,
history, geegraphy; drama, and our waser furure.

But why = Water Festival? According ro Fescival
Manager Susan Gorman, “This summer, New Mexi-
cans have all learned what drought zeaily means.
With not enough water to provide for all needs, we
are faced with incredibly difficult choices. In 15 years
or so, the fourth-grade students will be the warer
engineers and managers, the voters and decision-
makers. They will have 1o make eritical choices about
water—and they mustc have the facts, conceprs, val-
ues, and critical thinking skills to do ¢hat. The Water
Festival will provide teachers and students with seme
of those water facts, concepts, and values, and will be
a catalyst tha sets off a chain reaction for cver more

,watereducation
| each homiel™

It takes many organizations and individuals donat-
ing time, Tesources and money to make the Warer

“Why Does the River R Brown?" was an actévity presented
by the New Mexico Environment Department Surfuce Witter

Quality Burea at the 2002 Water Festival, What happens if
soil and pesticides vun off farms or off s off a parking lot?

If these stibstances rn off inte the river, they canse water

pollution, Strdents can de Frow thit non-point.

source pallution occurs with the watershed model. (phote
conrtesy of B.- Brawn)

Festiva possible. There are plenty of opportunitics
for folks to participate!

The New Mexico Envitonment Department Sur-
face Water Quality Bureau and U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Region 6 have committed funds
through the Clean Water Act, Section 319 geant pro-
gram to support the Water Festival. The Rio Grande
Chaptet is a local sponsos.

@pioncerwest.ner; www.ploneerwest.net.
—Stisatn Gorman

ix-part Newspaper Series on Megafarms—

The Dayton Daily News has released a six-
patt series on megafarms in Ohio (www.
activedayton.com/ddn/project/farm/index. heml).

» Part ]—an overview of livestock farming
trends in 11 states, and 2 laok at the hidden
costs behind America’s quest for cheap and
processed food.
Parz 1l—jurisdictional and budgetary maze
assaciared with permitting and regulasing
livestock operations; covironmental and
animal-rights activism spawned by lacge
animal farms.
Part Ill—cconomic trends in livestock
faeming; profiles of families faced with the
choice of growing larger, investing in their
own pracessing cquipment, becoming a
contract preducer, or going out of business.
Part [V—the sometimes uncasy relation-
ship berween Jarge farms and their neigh-
bors; cconamic advantages of returning to
grass-fecding of cows.
Part V—how communitics across the coun-
try “are weighing the benefits of medern
livestock farming against the costs o the
environment and rural way of life.”
Part Vl—even as many Amcricans are
giving up farming, Duzch and German
farmers are immigrating to the Midwest in:
droves to open large animal farms, drawn
here by relatively cheap land and lax
regulations.

CAFO Updates

Bad News for Chicken CAFQOs—Threce stuxdies
released in mid December 2002 add to the
mounting evidence of negative impacts from large
animal farm operations, The Consumers’ Union,
publisher of the magazine Consimner Reports,
tested chicken from grocery stores in 25 mesro-
politan areas and found that half were contami-
nated with campylobacter ot salmenella bacteria.
This figure represents a decrease in the contami-
nation rate from their last study five years ago,
when 759 of chicken tested was found to be con-
taminated. OF the chicken thac was found to be
contaminated this year, however, 909 contained
bacteria thac were resistant to at least one antibi-
otic (www.consumerreports.org}.

The Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
(LATT; wwnw.farp.ozg) and the Sierra Club (v,
sierraclub.org) also issued 2 study in December,
that found similar rates of both infecsion and re-
sistance in 200 chickens purchased in Des Moines
and Minnezpolis. Both the Censumers’ Union
and 1ATP{Sierra Club studics poing to widespread
use of antibiotics as the cause for the resistance.

" —Scotsy Johnson and Aimee Delach
Rural Updnres

Rugal Updares! is a program of Defenders of -
Wildtife, cultivazing a vision where rural and
urban communitics join together to ensure abun-
dangz family farms, healthy critters, clean water,
and a wild Farth (520/623-9653 exr. 3; sjohnsan
@defenders.org; www.amilyfzimerorg).

Biopharmmg Cultlvatlngj;-f;
Prescrlption Drugs
in Food Crops

“Vare'for prescription drigs or industrial

s chemieals in your corn flakes? If the U,
'.Dcpartmcnt of Agriculeure continges 1o aliow

" bigpharm'} fead crops tg be planted m cpcn
ﬁclds, this may, lnppcn
i Honmnml genie wransfer has already hem k
shay ‘i fields of gcncucally enpt
: emd (GE) c:mu]a rcsulrmg in the crcanori

'Igrnwﬂx hotmones, a blood clotier, blood
: indysrrial enzymes, :md vaccines (sce

“and mdustnal chcmlcs.ls.
" In'mid November 2002 it was wtddy re-’
: pnm:d that the biotech company PradiGenie:
“had rwice vw]'ucd USDA gl.udchnt:s estab’
~ lished to prevent th_e' ontamination of the .
. human foad supply::

; 1 urgc you to “call for Congrcsslonal hc:mng
‘into thisimareer. I afso ask that an immediate:
_.moratonum bc placcd on Ihc nutdunr

U s. Housc of chrcs::matwcs
; Wﬂshmgron, DC 205%5

You can 1150 send form lem:rs or submlt
. your own Jecvers chrough the wieb site of the
" :Campaigtito Tabel Genetjedlly” l'.ngmccrcd
- :Foods (www checaripaign. org.’
R alc:t pharmcrops h:m)
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Priority Issues for 2003 (eontinued from page3)

threaten the environment and public healch, are
inhumane, and/or exploit workers.

For more information an CAFQs, sce page 5 this
issue, the Rie Grande Sierran May!June 2002, or
centact Chapter CAFC Chair Paut Elders in Clovis,
NM (985-2180; paul elders@saveourvarersupply.
com; www.SavéOur\Warchupply.cnm] .

Energy

With the conviction that rcducing'dcp:ndcncc on
oil and gas (and nuclear power) is perkaps the most
important strategy for promoting sound manage-
ment of land 2nd water resources znd air qualigy—

. not to mention sound international relatons—ihe
Chaprer will focus on the following two legistative
initiatives that promote the use of renewable energy.

Mandatnry‘Tn:gcts for Renewable Energy
Generation—(see arricle page I).

Tax Credits for Residential Solar Power Sys-
tems—On 7 January 2003, ¢he Energy Conservation
and Management Division of the Encrgy Minesal
and Natural Resources Dcpartmcﬁt (EMNRD) wiil
convene an open meeting to discuss incentives to
increase the use of solar pawer, including rax credits
for the installation of residential solar systems. For
information about the ourcome of this meeting and
further plzns, contact Brian'Johnson at EMNRD
in Santa Fe (476-3313; bkjohnson@state.am.us).
The Chapter will acsively suppeort legislation o
institute such a program.

Tar maore information about thcsc and other
energy initiatives, contact Chapter Energy Chair
Gail Ryba (see Ditectory, page 2).

Wildlife Protection

The Wildlife Conservation Act (WCA) is New
Mexico's endangered species law, and it designates
the Conservation Services Division {CSD) of the
New Mexico Depastment of Game & Fish to be
sesporsible for “comprehensive conservation services
for non-consuraprive wildlife users,”

The Chapter will be supperting an initiarive 1o
amend the language of the WCA 1o include threat-
ened species and time frames for required actions,
We will also support allocatien of ac least
$1,000,000 in general obliga[ian funds for the CSD
in order to obtain and marimize chcral marching
moncy. Legislation to address these i issties has passed
in previous years bur was vetoed by Governor
Johnson. We would alse suppore 2 bill to change
the name of the Garme 8 Fish Department to the
Drepartment of Wildlife.

Although these measures would help protece
wildlife in the short rerm, Jong-term protection

* will require:
+ a guaranteed funding stream, and
* realignment of the Department to place more
emphasis on nen-game species.

To this end, the Chapeer would support 2 Mema-
vial creating an interim commitree to review the
starus and needs for management and conservation
of New Mexica's wildlife resources.

For more information, contact Chipter Political/

'Legisiativc Chair Gwen Wardwell (sce Direcrory,
page 2}

The 1993 New Mexico Mining Act

Phelps Dodge Mining Company has requested
amendrnents to New Mexico’s Mining Act thac
would greatly weaken environmental regulation of
mines. Phefps Dodge has propesed to the Interim
Committee on Water and Natural Resources thar the
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The Congestion Cycle

3, More people

4, More cars

3
2. More roab., >

1. Congeslion

{figure adapred from Reviving the Sustainable Metropolis:
Guiding Bay Ares Conservation and Development Into
the 215t Century (San Francisco, Greenbelt Alffiance 1989)

NM Mining Act be amended to:

* eliminate the requirement that Phelps Dodge
provide third-parry financial assurances for
reclamation of its mines;
allow Phelps Dodge to evade reclamation
altagether by ereating “mining zones” in which
mining would be declared to be the “highest
and best use” in perpetuity; and

transfer environmental regulation from

the New Mexico Environment Department
to the Mining and Minerals Division of the
NM Energy, Minerals and Natural Resouzces
Department.

This proposal comes on the heels of Phelps Dodge
receiving several Notices of Violation (NOV) for net
meeting the deadline for closcout plans at three cop-
pes mines near Silver Cicy. In mid December 2002,
the Mining Commission heard testimony from all
parties concerning the attempe by Phelps Dodge 10
have the NOVs withdrawn. Cliff Larsén and Maxine
Goad testified on behalf of the Rie Grande Chaprer.
Phelps Dodge was xot successful, and the NOVs

" and the modified abatemment schedules stand.

Our attention will now shift to the legislature,
where the Sierra Club and fes allies will work to
keep the Mining Act from being weakened (see D.
Fraset’s notes in Northern Gronp News pages 12-13).

For more information, conract Chaprer Mining
Co-chair Cliff Larsen (see Directory, page 2).

Mesilla Valley Bosque State Park

Since 1999, the Southwest Environmental Center
in Las Cruces has advacated for the proposed Mesitla
Valiey Bosque Park to protect up to 4,000 zcres of
public and private land along three miles of the Rio
Grande near Las Cruces. This would be che largest
river-restoration project in southern New Mexico
and a pilot project for the kind of work that could be
done elsewhere within the Internatioral Boundary
and Water Commission’s {(IBWC's) Canalization
Project—a 105-mife stretch of the Rio Grande in
southern New Mexico and western Texas.

As proposed, the area would be managed by Srare
Parks as a natural area for riparizn restoration and
nature-oriented recreatien, There would be 2 visitor’s
center, irails, and interpretation.

Last year, the legislature passed a memortal direce-
ing Srare Parks to conducr a feasibilicy study. The
draft study, completed in August, supported the idea

of establishing 2 state park as the site. The final study
was released 1o the Legislative Finance Commitcee
in mid Qcrober 2002.

The Trust for Public Lands has been actively
invelved in negotfations with landowners, which
include the U.8. Burcau of Land Management and
Bureau of Reclamation, the NM Department of
Game & Fish, the IBWC, Elephant Butte Irrigation
District, and several private parties. There is gener-
ally wide suppost for che park proposal.’

The Rio Grande Chaprer will support legislation
to authorize the park and $50,000 for master plan-
ning for it, as well as SWEC's efforts so secure
$400,000 for land consolidarion from its local
legislators’ discretionaty funds,

For more information, contact Kevin Bixby at
SWEC in Las Cruees (522-5552; swec@zianet.com).

Transportation
The Club is backing the worlk of the Sucface
Transportation Policy Project (STPP)-New Mexico

‘it promoting environmentally progressive

teansportation legislation to:

» authorize the formation of regional transit
diserices (RTDs);

* design and build safe bicycle and pcdcssrlan
roures to schools;

* bring back park-and-ride rransic service; and

* gromote the retzen of “heavy mil” passenger
service from El Paso to Dcnvcr thruugh
New Mexica. 1

Regianal Transit Legislation—Regional transit
districts (RTDs} would allow public transit systems
to serve multiple communities. Existing New Mexico
law does not suppore long-term cooperation between
local governments on public transit projects, and
cusrently does not permit RTDs.

RTD legislation intraduced in 1997 died on the
Senate floor in 2 s:ssi}m—r:nd]ng filibuster by Senator
Bili Davis, and similar 1998 legislation died in
committee,

The proposed legislation before che 2003 session
will enable the creation of RTDs across New Mexico.
Local governments could decide whesher to partici-
pate; each local government would submir to s
voters any request for a transit tmx. Governor Bill
Richardson has stated chat he will support enabling
legislarion for RFDs. His plan to promore balanced
transportation system states, “Through these regional
authorities, we will provide improved mobilicy,
economic opportunity, and environmental quatisy”
(press refease, October 2002).

For more informatien, contact Chapter Transpor-
ratior: Chair Ken Hughes (see Directory, page 2).

Safe Routes to School—With 120 pedestrian
faralities in 2000 and 2001, New Mexico has the
nation’s highest pedestrian faralicy race. The state alse -
has one of the highest child-pedesirian fatality rates
in the United States. New Mexico ranked sixth in
bicyclist fatalities in 1999, In .Mbuqu:rque, 22% of
all traffic deaths were pedestrians, in Las Cruces
20%, in Santa Fe 12%. Many New Mexico commu-
nities, especially those suzreunding ous schools, lack
sidewalks, bike paths, streer crossings, and other
elements necessary for safe walking environments.

The ‘Traffic Safety Bureau of New Mexico's High-
way and Transportation Bepartment (NMSHTD)
has identified reducing fatalities and injurics
resulting from pedestrian crashes as a prioriry. .

States receive Transportation Safery Set-aside funds
from the Federal nghway Administration. The Safe

{continued o page 15)
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Surface Transportation Policy Project

he Surface Transportation Policy Project is a national coalition
worlsing for transportation policies and investments that protect
neighborhoods, increase access to goods and scrvices, promote social
cqu,;tyn preserve dhe.environment, stcengthenthis coonomyand . 1
improve quality of life. STPP has offices in Albuguerque, NM;
Sacramento and San Francisco, CA; and Washington, DC.
. For more information, contact STPP-NM Director DeAnza Valencia
in Albuguerque (243-8666; cell 710-5568; dvalencia@transacr.org). =
STPP-NM publishes an c-newsletcer with legislation and campaign
information. To sign up for up-to-date infofmation on the State
Legislarive Action Campaign, contact Communications Coordinator
Joanne McEntire {243-8666; fax 248-13G1; jomcen@spina.ner).

Public Transit Can Fill Gaps Left by Airlines in the Wake of 9/11-

ir travel service nationwide has declined since
ADII 1, with many airports experiencing a

decrease in the double digits, according 10 a
new report from Reconnecting America. The report
gocs on to call for integrating air, rail, and bus o
provide travelers with more choices,

The impact of 9711 has been most severe on
Americe’s small and medium airporss, In New
Mexico, the Sanga Fe and Hobbs (Lea County} air-
ports have lest more than half of their flights over
the past year. Fventy-one airports, including New
Mexico’s Ruidoso Airpozt, have ended all scheduled
service. The report concludes that 9/11 exposed the
faule lines in an already faltering industry, and that
air travel will be unable ro play its traditienal role in
the national transportation portfolio.

“Fhe reduction in flights means travelers are being
forced to talte connecting flights instead of direct
routes and have fewer flights ro.choose from when
booking their trips,” said Hark Dirtmar of Las
Vegas, Mew Mexico, co-director of Reconnecting
America. “These service cuts represent a fundamen-
1al restructuring of the air travel nerwork, not a tem-
porary adjustment.” The repors analyzes the loss in
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nearly 400,000 scheduled flights at over 500 airposts
described in the Official Aitline Guide. The report
compares comparable weeks during the fall of 2001
and 2002,

Some of the most dramatic reductions in flight
schedules have been seen at non-hub commercial
airports, which are typically served by a few flights
each day 1o one or two destinations. Santa Fe had
the fourth-highest reduction in the natien (62%6)
and the Hobbs (Lea County) Airporr tied for sixth
{6198}, The average cut in flight frequency for non-
hub commercial service was 7.7%. Farmington,
Carlsbad, Roswell, and Taos airports alf saw substan-
tial Might losses above the national average. Albu-
querque, New Mexico's largest airport, saw an 8.9%
reduction in service.

Pressure from low-cost carriers has forced fares
down, even as airport charges and sccurity costs are
rising, making short- and medium-distance flights
unprofitable. The reporr identifics a way- out of this
dilemma, noting that there are several markets where

bus and rail provide an slternative. Even the airline |

trade group, the Air Transport Assaciation {ATA},
recognizes that this trend has reduced access o

smalier and medium communitics, In November
2002, ATAs President Carol Haller warned, “As the
industry continues to contracs, smatler and mid-size
communities will be disconnected from the national
air transportation system—a sysiem vital to their
cconomic health.”

Reconnecting America is calling for changes in
government poelicy that would permit a closer inte-
gration of air with rail and bus, thereby creating a
more financially stable rransportation network which
will enable each transportation mode to serve the
matkets it’s best suited for. The campaiga is calling
for an overhaul of the nation’s transportation system
when Cangress reauthorizes funding for air, rail, and
highways next year,

The full report is avaifable ac Recorncering
America’s web site {www.reconnectingamerica.org)-
For more information, contact Co-direcrors Hank
Dittrnar at the Great American Station Foundation
in Las Vepas, NM {426-3055; hdutmar@mnsact
org), and Scott Bernstein ar the Center for Neigh-
borhood Technology in Chicage, IL (773/278-4800
ext. 154; scort@enr.org). ]

e DeAnza Vitlereia
Surface Transporsation Policy Praject-NM
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News from the Chair

Don Dearholt

The election has come and gone now, and the results were often disappointing in terms of environmental interests. The best
news on that front was the defeat of several of the targeted "'dirty dozen". I#'s clear that, as environmentalists, we have our
wark cut out for us. Please do not be too discouraged--but rather use the entire situation as one of increased motivation and
effort! In short, we need you to hecome active and to help keep the pressure on those who would despeil our wonderful
natural resources through neglect or expoitation for short-term gai'n, either financial or political-

We're exriremely pleased to welcome as new members to the Executive Committee of the SNM Group new nmembers Cathy
Mathews and Anthony Hyde--we surely look forward to fheir involvement and participation in our group's activities! Also,
returning members David Farrell and Margot Witson were re-efected, and we're very appreciative of their efforts on behalf of
environmentalism in southern New Mexico. And please consider attending some o all of the following activities our group is
sponsoring in the next few months.

UPCOMING PLANNING MEETINGS AND PROGRAMS:

Executive Committee Meeiings are typically the first Wednesday of the month--all members are welcome to
attend. Call Cheryll at 524-4861 for time and place.

Wednesday, January 8--PLANNING MEETING: (ExCom and interested members and guests of the SNM Group), 6:30 p.m.
af the new Southwest Environmental Center (SWEC) location at 275 North Dowatown Mall (1/2 block south of Coa's My
Boolistore), just south of Las Cruces Avenue on the mall. Please enter the west door, just south of Day's Hamburgers. We'll
begin planning our job assignments for the year.

Wednesday, February 5--PLANNING MEETING: {ExCom and intercsted members and guests of the SNM Group), 6:30
p.m. at SWEC (see location information above in the description of the program meeting on November 14). Please enter the
west door, just south of Day's Hamburgers. We'll begin planning programs for the year.

TFhursday, February 13--PROGRAM MEETING: 7:00 p.m., on the status of open spaces around Las Cruces--members of -
the Open Space Task Force wilt present {heir current concerns and the issues being addressed now. The program will be at

thé hew Southwest Environmental Center (SWEC) location at 275 North Downtown Mall (1/2 block south of Coa's My
Bookstore), just south of Las Cruces Avente on the mall. Please enter the west door, just south of Day's Hamburgers.

Wednestiay, March 5 PLANNING MEETING: (ExCom and interested members and guests of the SNM Group), 6:30 p.m.
at SWEC (see loeation information above in the description of the program meeting on February 13). Please enter the west
door, just south of Day's Hamburgers.

OUTINGS:

Saturday, Jan 18, Cross -country ski outing in the Sacramento Mins.
All are welcome. You can rent equipment, if you don't own such.
Call Ben at 526-7811 for meeting place and further tnformation.

March 22, Cooke's Peak hike - I'll be leading it and it is already
scheduled as a SW Environmental Center Quiing.
Same call info as above.

And if you'd like to lead an outing, please eall Ben at 526-7811
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Growth Strains Water Supply

by Leon Metz

Water seems 1o be in the news lately, There is a current effort under way to get
us to rethink our Jawn design, and of course now we have to ask for water in
restaurants.

1t seems to me thot neither the water company nor the drinking public are
taking this water shortage seriously eacugh, White we are not in desperate
straights yet, the end may be in sight. And there won't be any icebergs towed
down from the Pole ta save us.

Looking at it another way, E Pase’s problem isn’t that we have too little
water, but that we have too many pecple. While historically there have atways
been a fow tight water years, we'vetenched the point where the tight water
years, as they are now, are going to seem natural,

El Paso alone is approaching a million residents, Las Cruces is booming, and
Juarez is out of sight in terms of population growth.

By law, Juarez gets a certain allocsted amount of Rio Grande water per year,
If we think those water needs won’t grow, and massively so, we ase wrong. If
we think we can ignore those needs, we caa't. The El Paso, Juarez, Las Cruces
population growth is an incessantly, sllently ticking water bomab.

Our water comes from underground sources, plus river sources from Elephant
Butte and Cabello reservoirs. And these resources are shrinking. Granted that
we've purchased underground supplies to the east that we can use {and those
folks are furious), and we may have occesionz] good yeara with the Rio Grande
such zs the 1960's when both Elephant Butte and Caballo threatened to overflow.
But even if both Elephant Butte and Cabatlo were bursting at the seéams, we still
couldn't save the stuff for later uses or emergencics, We'd simply have to open
the valves and let it drain off.

So watet in & reservoir, even when it's full, is not exactly like money in a
bank. We can replenish bank accounts. Only Mother Nature caa replenish
reservoir accounts. .

Evenin gaod years of heavy snowpacks to the north we waste water because
there are no ether options, no other places to stose it. So we tend to think of these
goed tismes of ample supplées as periods that wil last forcver, And they won't.

Last week, Idrove past both Elephant Butte and Caballa and what I saw were
not so much Inkes as puddies. In my mind's eye, I pictured people wading out
there instead of paddling. )

Eons ago, in addition to the river, we had extensive underground supplies of
good water and putrid water. Well, we've pumped and swallowed most of the
good stuff, The putrid water is going to taste funny even after being treated,
although I'm told we can get used to that. It is the smell that's going to be tough.

So what's the reality?

‘The reality is that we are trying to find additional water (and should continue)
when we should also be discouraging immigration iato the Ef Paso Southwest.

“The problem is not too little water, it is too many peple. So we can
implement, delay the ineviteble for many years, maybe even a century, perhaps
even find additional supplies, but in the end the population on both sides of the
river is going 1o have to be controlled, :

For in the absence of training people to drink less, much less, the only option
is to have fewer people.

Historian Leon Metz writes and speaks often on EI Paso and the Scutlnvest,
He may be reached ot cmeiz48838@aol.com

Selected Outings

Jan 1: Cottonwood Springs New Years Dayhlhe

Pleca: Frankiin Mountains

Ciass: Moderale

Length: 4 mjles

Etevation gain: 750 feel

Leader: Ellzabath Walsh 584-1471 (H} swalshiulep.edu

Foin Professor Walsh for & morning afier hike to clear your head. We have the
nation’s largest urban park in our midst, so what better way to begin the New
Year?

Jan 5t Ron Coleman Trail Dayhlie

Plage: Franklin Mountains Staie Park

Ciass: Moderate

Lengih: & miles

Elavation gain: 2400 feet up-1500 feet down

Leadar: Temy Sunday;: 584-9301 {H} sundavifizianal.com

From the trailhead at McKelligon Canyoa, we ascend the ragged eastern slopes
past two natural caves. Soon we top out on the ridge, where fantastic views of
the West Side apen up. After taking a break at a beautifi] saddle, we face the
hike's biggest challenge—-a sheer rock wall Jooms ahead. Good hand- snd
footholds abound, With a little careful scrambling we surmount the obstacle.
We're rewarded with o peck through a natural rock “window." After lunch near
the top, we join the South Franklin Peak trail at Gunsight Notch and descend {o
Trans-Mountain Road, where our car shuttle returns us to the traijbead.,

. Jan 14: Lower Sunsset Trail Dayhlke

Place: FMSP

Class; Moderate

Langth: & miles

Elevation gain: 500 fest

Lerdor, Jim Bell 581-8564 (H)

‘With Professor Bell as our leader, we return to this great mufti-use trail, which
wandess through impressive Chiluahuan desest ecosy

Jan 17-20: Peloncllios Backcountry Loop Bachpack
Place: Paloncilo Mounlains ¢n the NM-AZ bordar iaar #exico
Class: Strenuous

Lenglh: 1% miles roundirip

Efevation gain: 1400 feet

Laader: Rollin Wickenden 856-6697(H) swickgilafack.com

This is an exploratary backpack. Trails may be difficult to follow; signs may no
longer exist, Some of these treils follow old roads; others may be avergiown and
require bushwhacking. We may have to navigate by map, compass, and GPS.
Participants must be experienced backpackers familiar with bushwhaclking
through cat claw, prickly pear, and mesquite, Monday should e a short day with
time to return to ¥l Paso at a reasonable hour.

Jarn 26: South Franklin Pesk Dayhike

Placa: FMSP

Class: Easy

Length: 2 mites

Elevation gain: 750 foel

Leader: Richard Rheder 544-5659 (H)

Meet at the picnic tables ot the top of Transmountain Rd. at 8 a.m. for this
moderately challenging trek to the towers atop South Franklin, Bring alunch or
snacks, water, and dress for the weather. Call to let us know you are coming.

( N
2002 EI Paso Regional Group Directory (Area Code 915)
hitip:iitexas.slamaclub.orglelpaso

Chair ExCota Memhers * Inper City Outings

Laurence Gibson:* 594-7342 Ted Mortig, * 8523011 Ted Mertig: 852-3011
lgibson@utep.edu imerti g@eurﬂllink net tmertig@earthlink.net

Vice Chair Jose Escobedo: * 872-8422 Outings

Jamie Newlin: * 584-1471 escobedo25@hotmail.com Laurence Gibson: 594-7342
chaetura@juno.com Greg Lawson: * 5327273 1gibson@utep.edu

Secretary vegetexan@aol.com Cutings

Ann Falknor: * 833-0162 Liz Walsh: * 584-1471 Rollin Wickenden:
afalknor@prodigy.net ewalsh@utep.edu rwickgila@aol.com

Treasurer Chapter Delegate Membership

Kathy Sunday: 584-5301 Ted Mertip: 852-3011 Ted Mextig: 852-3011
sundayt@zianet.com tmertig@earthlink net tmertig@earthlink.net

Editor Chap Del - Alternate Webmaster

Laurence Gibson: 594-7342 Liz Walsl:: 584-1471 Tetry Sunday: 584-9301
Igibson(@utep.edu ewalsh@utep.edu sundayt@zianet.com
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Sacred Lands is 2003 Focus

Atthe December meeting, the Executive Committee chose to focus our 2003
efforts on the preservation of “Sacred Lands" in Central New Mexico, Some of
these important sites are threatened, such as Zuni Salt Lake, Petroglyph
National Monument, and the Sandia Mountains, All three of these sacred lands
were recently profiled in the November/December 2002 Sierra Magazine.

Why sacred lands? This issuc touches on many fssues that are imporiant to our
members in central New Mexico,

Zuni Salt Lake is threztened by a proposed coal mine that will §ikely drain the
desert aquifer that feeds the lake, Both the Pueblo and Navaje people hold the
lake sacred, harvesting salt for their ritunls. Meanwhile, this proposed mine is
an example of bud energy policies that pollute the air and destroy the land. To

learn more about the Zuni Salt Lake, plan to ottend our March General Meeting )

{see notice below).

The Sandia Mountains are sacred to the Sandia tribe. Development an ali sides
of the mountain threaten to overrun sacred sites in the foothills. The Sandia
tribe is warking o puarantee that the west side of mountains will b protected
from future develapnient. Development of the Sandias also threatens favorite
hiking places in these mountains.

The integrily of the Petroglyph National Monument continues te be threatened
by the preposed construction of a six-lane highway through the park, The
highway would also altow Albuquergue to sprawl to the west, threatening our
water supply and increasing congestion and pollution in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Petroglyph National Monument is alse o favorite hiking area,

As you can see, the Sacred Lands focus touches on issues of mining, sprawd,
water conservalion, and hiking. These are all issues that the Siema Club has
been concemed about in this area. By focusing on Sacred Lands, we can work
on g1l these issues at once.

We are interested in preserving the sacred sites of all cullures. So, tve are asking

you 1o help us identify these and other spacind places, especially if they are
{threatened, If you would like 1o bring a site to aur attention, please e-mail
Richard Jehnson at mheehan@unm.edu.

-

it

Central New. Mexwo Group .- 4
PO Box 25342 :
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87125-5342

‘ Executive Committee (area code 505)

Alma Rosa Silva Banuelos almarosab(@yahoo.com
Blair Brown 2597190 bblairb2@aok.com
Steve Capra 843-8696x103  scapra@nmwild.org
Murilynn Cooper 842-0185
‘| Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@lyahoo.com
Richard Jolnson 277-4144 rsheshan@unm.edu
Michal Mudd 884-3315 micmud@aok.com
Maribeth Theisen livedeer@littledsesmusic.com
Sherry Wolf 254-2190 wolf@libra.unm.edu

The Executive Commiltee normally meets on the 2nd Monday of each
month a1 7:30PM. We meet at variovs focations, so please contact one
of us for the meeting location, or if you have issues you would like to
discuss. The meetings are free and open to all members.

Project Leaders (ares code 505)
Chapter Representative .

Maritynn Cooper 842-0185
Conservation Chair

Steve Capra 843-8696 x103  scapra@nmwild.org
Membership/Publicity

Michal Mudd 884-3315 " micmud@aol.com
Newsletter

Blair Brown 2597190 bblairb2@anl.com
Cutings

David Ther 260-1553 prelbik@att.worldnet net
Patitical

Richard Barish 2323013 rdbarishi@aol.com
Programs

Richard Johnson 2714144 rsheehan@unm.edu

Sherry Wolf 2542180 walf@libra.unm.edu
River Issues

Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@aol.com
Water Issues

| Mark Doppke 768-1i60 marckdoppke@yahoo com

Wildlife

Sherry Wolf 254-2190 wolf@libra.unm.edu

The Central New Mexico Group of the Sterra Chib
depends on the efforts of volunteers.
To join us, give ony of us a call.

.
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Alsg, we are asking you to be invoived. We will need volunteers to help us
protect these important places in Central New Mexico. Contact any of us.

'Stnrman p::ruglyph in the Petroglyph Monumnnl

% -Roadless Rule Put Into Effect!

From thg fiest day that the Bush Admmlstmuon ‘took oyer, Lhcy hoye stone.
walled on Roadless Area Protection; But as of December 12, 2002, the delays
are pver! A decision by the 9th Circuit U.S. Cour, of Appeals lifled the
preliminary injunction, so that the Bush Administeatior) is now required to
protect the 58.5 miilion acres of roadless arens within our Nattonal Forests,
including nearly 14 nillion acres within the Tongass and Chugach National
Forests, The court case now moves back down to the District Court leve] where
opponents must win an uphili battle in their efforis to overturn the Roadless
Rule.

Welcome to New Excom Members

We are pleased 1o announce that Alma Rosa Silva Banuelos, Maribeth Theisen
and Blair Brown were elected 10 the Group Excom. Alma Rosa and Maribeth
are new to the Excom, while Blair has served for a number of years. 'We
welcome them all and fook forward 1o the challenges of the new year.

General Public Meetings Calendar
Please put these events an your ¢alendar;

Monday, January 20 at 7:30PM
JW Madison from Rails Incorporated will 1alk about bringing commuter rail
service to the central New Mexico area,
Manday, February 17th at 7:30PM
Brian Skields from Amigos Bravos will be discussing the Mining Act of 1872
and its current detrimental effects on New Mexico and the West,
Monday, March 17th at 7:30PM
Andy Bessler, a Sierra Club activist frem Arizona, will talk about eforts to
protect the Zuni Salt Lake from a prepesed coal mine.
Monday, April 215t at 7:30PM
Richard Fagerlund, the “Bisgman,” will discuss environmentally-friendly ways
to contra} pests in and around your home.
Monday, May 12th at 7:30PM
Denise Forle, a LMNM Law Scheol Professor, witl talk aboul legal issues
involving water in New Mexico,
Monday, June 16th at 7:30PM
Michael Robinson from the Center for Biodiversity will offer a presentation on
wolfreintreduction and ranching in Mew Mexico,
All meetings will be at the First Unitarian Church on the corner of Carlisle
and Comanche, in the Social Hall, All are FREE and open to the public.
Coffee, drinks, and snacks are provided.

January/Ferruary 2003
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Trash Talk

by Jay Mormrow

Three or four months ago | got a call from a County Sheriffs lieutenant . He
asked what the county policy was on Hlcgal Dumping snd asked me if lie found
an iilegal dump site would [ go clean it up { [ am the County Solid Waste
Coordinator). I explained that there are thousands of sites and we don’t have
the resources to take them all on. At the same lime, T was intrigued to be
talking to an enforcement officer about illegal dumping and suggested that we
get a group together and come up with a strategy. [ was thinking abaut five or
six folks over coffee and Krispy Xremcs,

T went to my counterpart with the City of Albuquerque, and we decided to jump
on this thing of iilegal dumping. We started calling governmental entities
susrounding Bernalillo County and were overwhelmed by the interest of
everybedy o work together not anfy to clean up illegal durapsites but to
actuaily da something to deter dumping to start with, A VERY DAUNTING
TASK. We decided to have 2 Middie Rio Grande [1legal Dumping Summit.
What started out fo be a meeting of a few folks over coflee grew ta a gathering
of £20 professionals from tle area at he Hispanic Cultural Center, with clected
officials, law enforcement, zoning, cnvironmental health, open space, Pucblos,
State Highway, EPA, legal depariments, Albuguerque Public Schaols, UNM,
Keep MM Beautiful, public works and more fran: a five county ares at an ail
day summit: Tt was great!

The NM Environment Depariment brought in a Texas finm that has st up state
programs in Texas, Missouri and Louisiana to talk to us about seiting up
environmental enforcement programs. We heard of 2 council of governments
in Texas that passed an ardinance that confiscated your truck if convicted of
Tlegal Dumping. Radical! We also heard of a program where a local govern-
ment paid for okl furmniture and appliances and tires. Opposite of charging for

them. They had young people going cut on places fke the West Mesa picking
up junk and bringing it in for 520 a pick up load where it would have cost that
government $100 to do the same thing. Lee County New Mexico has just
started a progtam call * The Worst Mess Photo Fest” where people, without
trespassing, take photos of illegal dumping for cash prizes. Very intercsting
results from that are coming in.

To make a long story short, we are going to estabish a state wide Tllegal
Dumping Campaign in 2003 and will need support {rom groups like the Sierra
Club to turn around an attitude that has permitted this blight. There may be an
cffort to establish an Enviconmental Land Use Coust in New Mexico next year,
s0 stay tuned.

Iis another development, the New Mexico Recycling Coalition has joined with
the State Highway Department to form a task force to look for ways lo incorpe-
rate “recycled” items in Highway construction, Tt will be called “Recycled
Roads”. This could be HUGE. The first thing swe are looking at is using mulch
and compost on interchanges in place of chepped straw for erosion contrel.

‘We did a test pilot at the NE quadrant of the 140 and Juan Tabo interchange a
year ago and it has saved bundles from storm draia clean out cost. The next
iter will probably be old tires and tire bales and then maybe glass. Highway
engincers ase tough nuts to crack on trying new materials (bad choices can be
very expensive) but both groups are very encouraged about the fature possibili-
ties.

Jay Morrow is the Bernalilla County Selid Wuste Coordinator and a forvier

member of the Ceniral New Mexico Group Excam.
He can be reached ar Jmorrow@bernco.gov

Outings

Saturday, January 11th - Desert Exploratory Hike

Come and visit some of New Mexico’s most incredible and beautifisl landscapes
lsidden in it's desert places. Strangely eroded and colorfitl rocks, badlands,
precipitous cliffs, outstanding vistas, mysterious narrow and winding canyons,
archeological sites, petrificd forests and other fossils, historic inscriptions, stone
toals, poticry, pictographs and petroglyphs are some of the discoveries we have
made on the Desert Expleratory Hikes in the past.

These hikes are not physically difTicult, but will require n sense of adventurc on
the part of participants. There will rarcly be a trail and the route wilt be very
rocky and uneven at times. Sometimes we scramble over zock sutfaces (non-
technical climbing) and walk narrow Jedges, but this is quite often optional,
Typical distance travefed is between 4 and 8 miles and we usually gain less than
1000 feet of elevation, .

Meeting time will vary from 8:30AM 1o LOAM. Meeting place will always be
Smith's, at Carlisle and Menaul, nearest ta Carlisle.

Contact leader by previcus Wednesday for info. on specifie hike location and
meeting time, Most are joint outings with Outdoor Adventures For Singles.
Leader: Tom Petencin 271-9928 tompeten@juno.com

Sunday, January 19th - Desert Exploratory Hike
(see January 1tk listing for description)

Saturday, January 25th - Pesert Exploratery Hike
{see January 11th listing for description)

Sunday, January 19th - Three Gun Spring Trail, Sandia Mt, Wilderncss
Excellent canditicning hike to wonderful viewpoints. Depending on snow
canditions, may go as far as Oso Pass, Approx. 6 miles round-trip, 1500 ft.
elevation change. David Ther, 260-1553.

Sunday, January 26th - Pre-Super Bowl “Waddle™:

Call for meeting time/place, Before indulging myself in “super snacks”, P11
need # little exercise, We'll waddle this well-irodden 1rail in the Sandias as far
up as we feel comfortable (deep snow tumms s back), with lunch/turnaround
about noon. Good exercise (40 miles KT, 2800 if we make the ridge. Feel free
to come and walk part-way as hike is out-and-back. Return to cass by mid-
aftemoon (in time for game). Flying Star for snack/hot tea optional afterwards.
Bring lunch, water and dress for the weather.

Leader: Rick Hutley (299-8401, sirspurious@aol.cons),

Sunday, February 2nd - Desert Exploratory Hike
(sce Fanuary 11th listing for description)

Saturday, February 15th - Desert Exploratery Hike
{sce January {14l listing for description)

Sunday, February 16th - Domingo Baca Canyon Hike -
Contact leader for meeting time/place. Weather pennitting, we'll make a 1/2
day hike up this scenic trail on ihe West side of the Sandias. Finish in afiernoon,
may go for a snack afterward. Hike could be changed to another location or
abbreviated if snow is leavy in canyon. Hike: ~3-6 miles, Elevation: ~1500°,
Leader: Rick Hurley (295-8401, sirspuricus@ac.com).

Sunday, February 23rd - Desert Exploratory Hike
(see January 11th Hsting for description)

Thinking Locally About
Global Climate Change

The Pew Center on Global Climale Change las refeased "Greenhouse &
Statehouse: The Evolving State Goverament Role in Climate Change,” which
features case studies of nine states (Georgia, Massachusetts, Minnesota,
Mebraska, New Jersey, North Carolina, Oregon, Texas, and Wisconsir) that
Tave taken action to mitigate chimate change. The report tracks trends in state
climate change action and draws conclusions about the polcnlial of stale action
and its implications for national policy.
In addition, the Pew Center’s searchable ¢alabase of state activities has
published 14 new case studics, covering 7 states, The case studies are available
at hitpyfvwwpewclimate srg/statesfindex | efin
For irformation about climate clange for public oflicials, visit
tnfrwwwepn.govirlobalwarming/visitoreentesfpublic
Global Warming Site,
"The site covers a wealth of topics such as the climate system, slate greenbouse
gas emissions, impacts of climate change on our states and cities, and innova-
tive valuntary actions that can be taken a¢ the state and local levels to reduce
greenhouse gas and ofher emissions while saving moncy.

/ onihe EPA

Desert Hikes are Enjoyable, even in the Winter



NORTHERN NEW MEXICO (alias Santa Fe) GROUP 2003 MEETINGS

Tuesday, January 21, 7 PM

ENDANGERED SPECIES
And How We Can Help Them

Cur guest speaker is Susan MacMullin, deputy assistant

regional director for ecological services, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Services, Department of Interior. Ms. MachMullin
will be showing slides and speaking about grant programs,
partnership programs and habitat conservation plans - all
through the federal and state auspices.

Come and find out what the government is doing and
Jtow we the public can contribute to the programs.

Al meetings, outings, and activities
are FREE and open to the public.

Membersiip meetings are held at the Unitarian Church
107 W. Barcelona St (between Galisteo and Don Gaspar).

Northern New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club

Tuesday, February 18, 6 PM

STATE LAND STEWARDSHIP
A New Leader

Newly-elected New Mexico State Land Commissioner
Patrick Lyens has graciously accepted our invitation {0
appear at our February meeting. The former State Senator
will present his thoughts and answer questions regarding
the operation of his office and his responsibilities for the
management of State Land.

Now's your chance to give your input and find out what
Commissioner Lyons' goals are for overseeing our public

411 Olb Santa Fe Trail, Plaza o1, Suite 19, Santa Fe, NM 37505
505 983 2703

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR

I've been elected to the position of Chair of the Chapter,
which inciudes alt of New Mexico, as well as west Texas. I've

enjoyed the leadership of the Northern Group and will certainly

remain active on the Group ExCom.

1t was eertainly a kick-in-the-teeth on December 20™ when the

NM Supreme Court handed us a decision regarding existing
mining area expansions not needing to comply with the NM
Mining Act, Talk about the grinch who stote Christmas!! Since
the Club helped draft the Act, it was clearly understood that
“we,"” both the mining industry and the environmental

community, accepted that an existing mine could not just expand

at will without the new section of the mine coming under the
Act. Gratefully, dissenting Chief J ustice Patricio M. Serna

realized this and so stated, It is interesting to note that only one

maverick mining operation pursued this fitigation, The industry

as a whole knew better. Unfortunately, it is sometimes cheaper to

litigate a “long shot” than to comply. But tiow, as the court
majority suggested, we will need to amend the NM Mining Act
during the upcoming legistative session, which will not be easy.

Wish us well. This is the Sierra Club's baby. We led the fight for

the Act's 1993 passage following three years' hard work.
May the New Year be good for you and our environment.

47 Tho Cwano: SEARAN

Doug Fraser

CONSERVATION CHAIR Paul Paryski

Most of the conservation issues facing the Sierra Club in
Northern New Mexico in the last months of 2002 centered on
water and the consequences of the clection of a new Governor.

The snow storms during this period have somewhat allayed
the public's and the politicians' fears of water shortages, but these
snows in no way can make up for the water deficits, pasticularly
in urban areas. The problem remains critical for residents, the
health of the rivers, particularfy the Rio Grande and the Santa
Fe, and their associated riparian ccosystems and watersheds.

A way to reduce the demand for water is 1o use graywater for
jandscape watering, which accounts for almost 40% of water us¢
in cities. With the help of Melissa MacDonald, Santa Fe's
Permaculture Institute, we presented a graywater bill to the
Legislature's Interim Water and Finance Cmtes. The bill will be
sponsored by Rep. Mimi Stewart, a friend of the environment. 1t
would allow the use of graywater for househotd landscape
watering without a permit.

A series of reuse and water efficient housing workshops
organized by the State Engineer will result in a series of
guidelines for builders, counties and municipalities for reuse and
water canservation, a pilot housing demonstration praject, and
hopefully, in water conscrvation legislation requiring new
commercial construction and new subdivisions. ‘This initiative,
begun last summer, has the support of the construction industry.

1 helped organize and participate in 2 series of meetings with
representatives of NM's environmental community to propose to
the Governor-elect persons whom we suggested for appointments
in his new administration. Hopefully, Mr. Richardson and his
teansition team will accept some.of these people.

i represented the Clubin a series of workshops, organized by
Skyloom Development Services with a grant from the McCune
Charitable Foundation, to build bridges between the
environmental community and traditional agricultural groups.

Richiard Barish of the Central Group and I participated with
the Alliance for the Rio Grande Heritage in their laudable
efforts to save the Rio Grande.

A conservation issue that will cause some controversy is newly
elected State Land Commissioner Patrick Lyons' statement that
he favors the sheoting of coyotes. Environmentalists consider
coyotes ta be 4 essential part of the ecosystems « £ the repion,

ol e asiidand Ldug



PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE O
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GROUP OUTINGS FOR 2003

Sat Sun January 2003 HAPPY NEW YEAR 1!

4 Easy/Moderate Hike in Cerrillos Hills. Dogs allowed. Leave
9 AM. Bob McKee (672-3426)
5  Muoderate Hike, Lavi Malhotra (995-8547)

11 Eagy Hike. Gail Bryant (505-757-6654)
i1 Moderate Bike Trip in Cabezon ared. Michael DiRosa
(663-0648)
12 Moderate Hike. Dogs aliowed, Tobin Oruch {820-2844)
18 Eagy Birdwatch Walk, Bring pinoculass. Ron Dully (982-2850)
18 Tntermediate XC Ski Trip. If no snow, moderate/slrenugus

hike. Dogs ailowed if hike. Lionel Soracco (983-6715)

18 Moderate Hike in Arroyo del Cobre near Abiquiu, One steep,
rocky section. Merbert Sperlich (474-4354) '

25 Moderate _Hike in Sandia foothills. Stephen Markowitz
(505-797-5833)

26 Iitermediate XC Ski Trip. Lionel Soracco (983-6715}

26 Easy/Moderate Hike on the abandoned Santa Fe Centrat
cailrond bed heading south from Community College. Dogs
allowed. Leave 9:3¢ AM. Norma McCallan {471-0005)

16 Strenugus Snowshoe in Pecos area, 6-14 miles, some off-trail,
dogs welcome, joint trip with NM Mountain Club. Sharon
Angert (952-1055)

R

A HIKE FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.

For additional ottings in Northern New Mexico,
please check the Pajarito Group page(s) in this newsletter.

UTINGS LEADER PRIOR TO

Snt Sun February

1 Easy Fitke in Cerrillos Hills Park with local guest histarian Bill
‘Baxter. Last chaace o view some of the historic mine shafts in
the park, which are due lo be covered up shorily thereafter.
Dogs OK. Carpool from Sierra office at 9 AM or meet Bilial
the Cesrillos ills parking lot, .5 mile north of Cerrillos Village
on Co Rd 50 at 10 AM. Norma McCailan (471-0005)

2 Moderate Petrogivph Tijke with Dennis Skifet, local expert, 1o
Cerro Pelon in Galisteo Basin (ronds permitting). Quoly 2-3
. miles but steep, rocky scrambling. Limit of 15, call for
ceservation. Norbert Sperlich (474-4354)
8 Maod/Stren Hike. Lavi Malhotra (995-8347; lavim(@it.netcom.com)
Easy Hike, Gail Bryant (1-505-757-6654)
Cross Countfry Ski Workshop for skiers with limited experience
who want to gain confidence and improve their techniques for
packcountry touring, including downhill speed control. Cali by
Tanuary 30 for reservation. Time permitting, lessors may be
followed by a short ski tour. Gordon Spencer (§72-3707)

9  Begiuners Spowshoe Ski Basin, Marcia Skillman (474-7414)

Saturday, Sunday, Mondoy —- February 15, 16, 17

Moderate/Strenuous XC Ski Tour Weekend, skiing tofstaying
2 nights at Neflf Mountain Yurt (Morth of Chama), $45 for
yurt, call Joln Buchser (820-0201) to reserve spacc. Only two
openings left! (for pixfinlo: wanw.southwestnordiccenter.com)
15 Ensy Bjrdwatch Walk, bring binoculars. Ron Duffy (982-2890)
16 Easy Hike to Ojo Caliente mica mines ond beyond, 5-6 miles,
under 1600° ain. Leave 8 AM. Optional soak in hot Springs

alter hike for cars desiring. Les Drapela (438-3306)

o oo

22 Tnicrmedinte XC Ski Trin. Lionel Soracco (983-6715)
22 Moderate Hike Wild & Scenic Rivers area ncar Questa, 9 mi.,

1500" gain, steep descent/ascent. Michael Di Rosa (663-0648)

23 Strenuous Iike to Diable Canyon, Sagebrush Flats, and fim of
White Rock Canyon. 9 mikes, 200" gain, mostly off-trail.
Norbert Sperlich (474-4354)

i

1 Maoderate Hike cagle traps in Bandelier, 8 miles, some off-trail,
call before 8 PM. Stephen Markowitz (slcpduv@hmmnil.cum)
2 Mod/Stren Hike. Lavi Mathotra (993-8547; Javim@is.netcom.com)
8 Moderate Bike Ride, perhaps Caja del Rio area off Bypass, 15-
20 miles, Michinel Di Rosn {663-0648)
9 Easy-Moderate Hike, Gail Bryant (1-565-75'.‘-6654)
@  Strenuous Snowslioe Raven's Ridge. Marcia Skillman (474-7414)
15 Ensv Birdwatch Walk, bring binoculars. Hon Duffy (982-2890)
16 Moderate Hike lo Window Rock ncar Espanofa, 8 miles, -1000°
gain, waliing in sand, Leave 8 AM. Les Drajrels ({138-3306)
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, March 21, 22, 23
Strenrous XC Ski Weekend, skiing tofstaying at Bull of the
Woods Yurt {east of Taos Ski aren), $40 for yurl, cail Jehn
) Buchser (820-0201) to seserve Space. Only four openings left!
{for pix/mapsjinfo: www.soliliiwestnordiccenter.com)
22 Intermadiate XC Skl Trip. Lionel Soracco (983-6715)
23 Moderate Hike 1o the most easterly peak in the Cerrilos Hills,
dogs OK. Leave 9 AM. Morma McCallan {471-6005)
23 Verv Strenuous Sngwshoe on Goid Hill Loop (Taos Ski
Valley), 10 miles, 3400° gain, some trail breaking. Eaely siarl,
dogs welcome. Sharon Angert (952-1035)
29 Strenuous Hike on Red Doi/Blue Dot trail loop near White
Rock, 7 miles, 1000° gain. Dan Rusthoi (690-8567)
30  Easy Hike 1o Diablo Canyon near Santa Fe. 6 miles, 400’ gain,
walking [n sand. Vietor Atyss (438-0434)
30 Moderate-Strenuous or Sirenuous_Hike near Abiquin, some
ofE-trail. Norbert Sperlich (474-4354)

RIG GRANDE SIERRAN NOW ON THE 'NET !
http:.f,'www.ringrande.sicrraclub.org{samafcﬂmme.htmi

Outings icaders plan 1o maintain a collection of topo and other
maps of the Santa Fc area at the office. Old topos can be useful,
too, since they sometimes show details or old wrails left off of
more recent versions. To save a trec and recycle your arca maps
or guidebooks (birds, wildfiowers, geology, etc.), call
Tobin Oruch (§20-2844) ot Norbert Speclich (474-4354).

GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
Group Exceutive Committee: Group Conservailon Commilles:
“Cuesday, January 7, 6:3¢ PM Tucsday, January 28, 7 PM
Tuesday, Februasy 4, 6:30 PM Tuesday, Pebruary 25, 7 M
Tuesday, March 4,630 PM
water Pot-Luck {John Buchser’s house {820-0201]):
Wednesday, January 15, 6:30 PM (at Eteanor Eis
Call John for directiens) S
Wednesday, February 12, 6:30 PM
Wednesday, Mareh 12, 630 M

Outings Hotog - Uniless otherwise noted, all oufings rom sira office, 621 Old
Sonts Ee Trall, Fiaza 621, Just soulh of Knuna's Groaery at the coinor of Old SF Tsail and
Paseo da Perelia, Garpecting will ba srsanged, Eech hiker chould come prapared to pay
54 o mila to the driver ot the car inwhich sfho rides. Bring & lunch, water, sturdy hiking
boets or shees, and elothing ‘suliable for the wenther - |pader roserves the tight to turn
away anyons whose equipment of gaperience 2ppoars unstitable, tender has right to
allor dastination of ke of cancel tip due to weathor, unfavarohle conditions, of
Insutficiontnumbers of participants, Ui paniedminors rmust have wiitlon parmission
from parents or guardiens to panicipula;pu:mlsslon fotms &ro nyailable ot tha Slerra Club
olfica. Doge not putmitied on hikes unless noted cthorvise. Telephiona fender for detnils
of the individusl hike. To padticipate, you will noed 1o sign & febility welver. 1f you would
fike 1o sand a copy of the aiver, se0 hnp:.'.hwm.slurraclub.mg.'uuling_s,’chepterj!mms

¢ ¢ NORTHERN NEW MEXICO GROUP OFF ICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ ¢

Chair — Doug Fraser * 4747615 | 662-4104 fax
Vice-Choir — Barbara Jobmson * lupahi@aclcom 466-4935
Secretary/Treas — Lionel Soracco 983-5715

Palitienl Commit{ee—Susan Mariin *
MembershipfActivist Outings —Nomma MecCailan *

nmecallan@minds ring.com 47 10005
Newsteller/Pubilicity — Kay Cartlson carlson {@earthlin .net 082-3926
Web Master — Gina Aranda garanda@cns .con: 424-1615
Phone Tree — Berta Hanna 424-1435
Chopler Rep - Dougp Fraser * fraser@thunte et 4747615

« Member of the SF Group frecutive Commiies

smarlin@lanl.goy 988-5206

Janusrv/FEBRUARY 2003

Outings -— Norberl Sperliclh. 4744354
— Tobin Cruch orachi@lani.pov 820-2844 °

Conservation —- Paui Paryski * pparyski@aol.con 992-1954
Mining — CHlf Larsen * classeni@ixnetcom.com 4662128
Water-John Buchser * puchser@earthlink.net 820-020%

Nottopa! Parks-George Grossman 982-1024
Rangelands-Roger Peterson rogpete@ac.cont 983-7559
Carson Nav't Forest-George Grossman * 982-1024
Activist Outings-Noxma MeCalfan * nraccallan@mindspring.com 471-0003
Growti—Eleanor Eisenmenger 820-G401

— Jan Kindel * ankindel@ach.cons 474-7207
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Il meetings are held in the upszairs rooms in
Mesa Public Library ac 7:00pM and are apen

to the public. General meetings are on the first
Wednesday, conservation and ExCom meetings

the second Wednesday of each month. There will be -
e General Meeting in January 2003.

Open MEETING

BANDELIER
NATIONAL MONUMENT

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 » 7:00pm
Mesa Pustic Lisrany
UrsTAIRS MEETING ROOMS

B andelier Narional Monument Super-
intendent Steve Bone will focus on
major thrusts in upcoming years including:
* Ecological Restoration Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS),
+ Fire Management Plan EIS, and
* Vanishing Treasures and Archeologicat
Inventory Condition Assessment.
Chief of Resources John Mack witl join
him as the seaaff expert on some areas.

[
OpeN MEETING

VALLES CALDERA
MaTioNAL PRESERVE

WEBNESDAY, MARCH 5 - Ti0CPm
MEsa Puetic Lienanry
UpsTains MEETING ROOMS

iliam deBuys, Chairman of the

Valles Caldera Trustees will address
our issues and concerns about the new
Vailes Caldera National Preserve in a
question and answer discussion.

Thanks For Buying the Valles.

Now Keep Out.

he Pajarito Groug enderses, in general terms,
the interim steps by the Valles Caldera

Natienal Preserve. On one particular issue,
however, the Preserve appears to be headed in the
wrong direction—the general public is not gaining
the unpuided faot access that most people had
expected, Perhaps dhis is only an anomaly of the
interim management, and perhaps patience will pay
off. But we cannot assume that. If's time to speak
ous—he Trust should allow unguided public foor
aceess to the Preserve, Remember, it was the public
that rzde the Preserve possible through their raxes
and, before that, througl: their volunteer advoeacy
for the land purchase. It is neither just nor fzir that
the publie can enter the Valles only for a few hours
at a time and only in ulia-pricey guided ronrs
{$45 for three hours).

Qver the past year, we have heard several
arguments en why unguided public access cannos
presently happen. These arguments don’t stand ap
[0 reason:

* The public would trash the fragile ecosys-
tem, Really? Pedestrian er skier aceess for 150-
pound humans would damage the landscape
very little campared 7o the #1,000 half-ton
bovines that graze an the Valles for several
monghs each year. Humans would not trample
the streambanks, would not pull up and eat
the willow shoots from the presenty denuded
riparian cortidors, and would not pose the risk
that catcle do of spreading noxious weeds,
cheat grass, efe. We are not against the
Preserve’s grazing program, but only pointing
out thac humans deserve at least as fair a con-
sideration as cows do. Cows don't pay taxes;
people do. I the Trust needs advice or
expertise on how both to allew public access
and at the same time to prétect the environ-
ment, then our National Parks and Monu-
menis, including Bandelier, could offer
useful guidance,

The ranch must obey its legislative charter
and has to “pay for itseff.” Gread This is
casily done with individual access too. For
example, we'd gladly pay §50/year for an
annual pedestrian family pass to the Preserve.
‘By contrast, the Trust would have to lure a
person on ten (count that, 10} guided three-
hour walks in a single year to pain the same
revenue, Of the $45 admission on the guided
walk, only $5 goes to the Trust. The Trust
could also charge $5/day for unguided single-
day access, $10 for a week, $50 for a year, ere.
To impose on the visitor public a $45/pesson
burden for three hours, so thar the Trust can
garner $5/person, is neither efficient nor fair.

Sunday, 26 January » Cumbres Pass Ski and
Snowshoe Tour—Moderately strenuous ek
at altirndes from 10,000-11,000°. Contact Abe
Jacobsan (672-9579; abe.jacobson@artz.ner).

Plzase check the Northern Group pages
Jor additional ontings in the area.

[f people we know are any market measure,
the present Trust policy on $45 tours will be
not only isritating to the public, but an
economic flop to boot.

At present there are no toilet facilities.
Agreed. But neither are thete roilet facilities

in the bulk of the National Forest or in the
Bandelier back-country. Neither of those
places, however, has been converted 1o 2 sewer.
Moreover, speaking of toiler facilities, there is
this litzle marter of £1,000 half-ran cows.

Are they roiler-trained? For thar matter, what
about the elle? Bue let’s not go there! [t oughte
to be possibic for the Presezve to install a
minimal complement of outhouses near entry
poinss, and dispense with this pasticularly
risible argument against public access.
Unguided individuals might hurt them-
selves. Some of us still don't demand to be
protected frem our own mistakes. There are
places for folks whe desire such protection:
shopping malls,

Theré is presently no “developed parking.”
True. Bue neither is there any “developed park-
ing" for most of the wild places people visit on
foot or skis. Ungnided foot visitors could enter
from anywhere around she perimeter, and
need not park on State Road 4. For example,
Los Alamites (or folks visiting Los Alamos}
could enter on foor or skis from Camp’May,
the Pipeline Road, efr. Folks coutd enter from
the San Antonio hot spring road. Forest roads
and trails surrourd the Valle on the west,
north, and east sides. Only the souch side is
fronted by a paved highway. Packing is 2 non-
issue on three sides, and would be easily
remediable on the fourch.

The Preserve is supported by paying clients;
therefore, the benefits of the Preserve
should go to its paying clients. Yes, indeed,
but only if we ignore the massive $10t-million
capital outlay that the genera! public, through
their taxes, made to buy the Preserve. If the
Preserve were in a real sense “selfsupporting,”
then it would have to do what any self-
supporting business does, and use current
revenues to cover debr service on its $101-
million morzgage. That would require about
$8-10 million of revenuc per year just for debt
service (about ten times expected total znnual
revenues), That sort of revenue is not going

te happen.

So, let's not ralk abous “self-supporting” as an
argument to wall eut the general public. It just
doesn’t wash, The Preserve is not self-supperting
in a business sense. Rather, the Preserve is a public
endowment, established by the public raxes. The
Trust should move swifily 1o allow unguided public
access, We have ne problem with this access being
subjece ro appropriate and sensible regulations en
public acrivity, and subjecs ro a reasonable annual,
weeldy, or daily fee. Nagional Parks and Menuments
have dene this bakancing act successfully for overa
century. It’s not difficult. The zeal to be innovative
should not deny us the benefir of whar already is
proven and works.

—Abe Jacobson
Pajurito Group Forest Irsues Chair
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PI“iOFitY Issues far 2003 fencinned fiom page 6)

Routes to Schools legislation direets NMSHTD
ta use transporzation funds to make it casier for
children to bike and walk to school.

Other Public Transit Issues—The Chapter will
also continue to support cforts te establish park-
and-ride services and “heavy rail” from El Paso to
Denver through New Mexico.

Federal Transit Administcation dollars pay for
the bulk of transit systems in New Mexico, with a
match of local dollars. New Mexico is onc of four
states in the country that does not expend dedicated
state dollars for transit projects.

New Mexico's Public Mass Transit Act prohibirs
the state from spending more than $50,000 in
federal matching funds on rural teansit systems. A
1975 Jaw sct this maximum expenditure. In 1997
and 2001, the legisarure passed bills that would
have raised the funding cap. At the urging of op
NMSHTD officials, however, Goverror Johnson
vetoed the fegislation.

The Chaprer will support STPP's efforts to

promaose legislation in the 2003 legislative session
" to climinate this funding cap.

Land Use
The Sierra Club will focus on strengthening the
1995 Subdivision Act by requiring the installation
of watcr-conscrvation measuses as 2 condition for
permits, and by appesiag attempts to weaken the
current laws by adding to the 13 already existing
toapholes, TheChaps

erwillcallfor the newstare o .ccmf':d.and&vacﬁ abous

S~gﬁ o en-Line
wwwsierraclub.org/membership
on aetoan s 6afmm.'
My Name
Address
Ciry~
State

Zip

e-mail

1 Check enclosed, made payable to:

Sterrz Club
PO. Box 52968
Boulder, CO 803222968
Please charge my ([ Mastercard Clvisa
Cardholder’s Name

Join sl

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Honr

InrRoplcTORY
Recirar $47
SUPPORTING sto0
Contmisuring . =l 0 sizs
Lire k : 5114250
Servion ' E}! 32
STupEnT : . 332
Emndiven IncoMe ’ ﬂg $39

Peglasbied p1oreiied

Conributions, gifts and dues to the Sierra Club are not

Card Number
Exp. Dare {

tax-deductible; they suppors our effective, citizen-based
advocacy and lobbying clfocs, Your dues inclade $7.50
fot a subscription to Sierre magazine and 81 for your
Chaprer newsleer.

Harvey E. Yates Oil Cornpany, based in Roswell,
wants to develop the area. As local ranchers have
become informed abour the scope of the proposed
development, they have grown increasingly con-

SRR S

planning office to pur]and usc on its pimcsofpissucs
1o consider.

For more information about the Chaprer's
involvement in land-use issucs, contact Chapter
Sprawl Chair Jan Kindel (sce Dircctory, page 2).
Ctero Mesa

The Chaper will follow the lead of the New
Mexico Wilderness Alliance (NMWA) regarding the
campaign to designare the Greater Otero Mesa Area
as 2 witderness area. It is possible that the Alliance
will ask the Legislature to pass a memorial during
this session. .

Otero Mesa, in southeen Mew Mexico, is consid-
ered 1o be the nation’s latgest and wildest remaining
Chibuahuan Desert grassiand. The NMWA has
documented mare than 526,000 acres that qualify
for wilderness protection according to guidelines
prepared by the U.S, Burcau of Land Management
" (BLM). Thus far, however, BLM has resisted initia-
tives to proteet the grassiand, in part because the

impact th

)

on their quality gt life.

MNMWA urges New Mexicans ta conzace ULS.
Senator Jeff Bingaman {988-6647—5Fe, 202/224-
5521-0C; bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov) 10
affirm that we want wilderness protection for the
Greater Otera Mesa Arca.

For more information, contact Chapter Wilder-
ness Chair Martin Heirrich (see Diectory, page 2),
ot Srephen Capra at NMWA in Albuquesque
{B43/8696; steve® nmwild.org: wew.nmwild.org).

—Contriburors: Richard Barish,
David Benavides, Kevin Bixby,

Jolnt Buchser, Stephen Capra,

Patel Flders, Dong Fraser, Ken Hughes,
Cliff Laveen, Pasel Paryski, Marey Peale,
Gl Rybua, and Guwen Wardiwell

Petraglyph at Alame Motnsain iu O: Mesa (phato by S.
Capra)

Renewabié ENneray (csiimed fom page I)

PNM will get 4% of ics electricity from wind
when this facility comes online in 2004,

Other power developers have refered to the
potential for various forms of solar, geothermal,
and biomass sources in New Mexico, Vulean Power,
for instance, has suggested plens for power plants
on the order of 30 Megawatts, perhaps near Radium
Springs or Hillsboro, New Mexico. Bocing and
Sterling Energy Systems have indicated the poten-
tial for installing solar thezmal power sysiems and
sterling engine devices, respecrively.

The Albuguergue Journal and the New Mexican
have quoted wtility sources saying that the new rufe
will cause customer rates to go up. PNM has, how-

January/Fesruary 2003

ever, already agreed on 3 rate-reduction proposal
that will take effect nexs year, and has agreed not to
pass aity Tenewable energy invesument costs en o
customers for five yoars. Morcoves, the Coalition for
Clean Affordable Energy {of which the Rio Grande
Chaprer is a member) believes that, while there may
be about 2 1.7% rate increase in about the year
3007, this increase will be semporary, and costs will
actually come down as the cost of wind-power
development decreases.

In.any case, one can expect that the price of wind,
itself, will stay constant—free—while the cost of il
and gas, in the fong term, will continue to tise as
reserves are depleted wround the world.,

En addition to the RIS rule described above,
wrifities are allowed to offer a “green tariff™ that
permits customers to voluntarily choose to buy
renewable electricity at # higher rate. The reasen
thar the Sicera Club supporeed = requirement for
renewable energy, instead of simply encouraging
thiis volumary tariff, is thac the renewable energy
industey can provide much beter prices and services
if it has an assured marker for some amount of
power. In Texas, which has adopted this mandated
approach, utifities ave ahcad of schedule.

Fer more information, contace Chapter Energy
Chair Gail Ryba {see Directory; page 2).

—Gail Ryba

Rio Granpe Sierran 15




~

Get Outside, and Consider Getting Involved in Deoision—making

t is snowing on the peaks in both the Jemez and
I Sangre de Criste Mountains as I write this—
good news for the land and our droughs-
stricken ciry. Down south, the weather is probably
mild—a good time of year to get our and explore

the areas 1a0 hot to hiké in summer.
The holidays will soor be aver and 2003 slipping
in. By most indicators, it’s going to be a tough year

at the local level. 1 urge all of us to get involved in
the decisions of our towns and counties. As you zre
out walking, look for oper: spaces threatened by
encroaching developuent, power plants spewing
teo much pellution, [ndian cultural sites destabi-
lized by ORV traffic, more highways snaking across
the land, when berzer public cransporration would
be the more environmentally friendly and energy-

ourings led by our dedicated corps of leaders, chen
come back refreshed, and ready ro work with ather
Sierra and community members in sackling a

local issue.

I'wish all of you a peaceful and upbeat new year,
filled with the sonps of birds, the pungent smell of
damp creosote bushes and sun warmed pines, the
good company of fellow hikers, and the rewards of

for the land, for our global envirenment, for the
common man, and all our critters. While it is hard
to effect positive change at the global or even
national level, it is somewhat easier ro move things

efficient solution. Gerting into the outdaoss and
enjoying our magnificent landscape is one of the
most healing and rejuvenating acriviries 1 know.
[ hope you will take advantage of some of these

. reaching out into your community.
Be sure and check our five Groups' pages for
more infermation 2nd for additional activicies.
All area codes are 503, except as noted.
’ —Norma McCallan

i Satutday, Jamnry 11 . Cqun Arca B:.Ect. 'I‘r:p—Modcratc blk: ride
= - neat the Cabezon Waldcrness Study Arca Mlchacl DiRosa (GG?) 0648~ -
Los Alamns) X

. Snturdny, j:muary Il Luwel Sunset Tru] anldm Mmmt:uns State
P-u'k—Mm‘Ecratc &-mile hike through the impraessive Ch:huah‘.zn desert
ecosystern. Jim Bell (915/581- 3864—}:[ Paso).

Friday- Manday, Januvary L7 20 » Peloncille Moumams Loop B1ck-
- pack—Srrenuaus, 19-mile exploratory backpicl in ‘one of the mest *
rEmotLe COTners ofNr.w Mextco Ron W’i:l\enéen (9 15-’555-6697—51 I’aso,
rwwkglla@aol cum)

"'.Saturday, January 18 Sacmmemo Mountams Sld Tmp—-Cmss .
22 oty ski tour skis avnlla%:lc to ront :f you cinm own such Ben: Zcrbcy
-{526-7811-Las Cruices). - R

Sunday, January 19 » Thrce Guns Sprmg Traxl Sandm Monntam '_
W’i[dcmcss—Great conditioning hike; G niiles rourld mp w0 guod
viewpoints, DavldThcr (260- ISSB—A!buquerque) : :

“in a little kriown arca, Norbert Spcrllch (474-4354-SPe}.

Sunday, Ja.nuary 26 * Cumbres Pass Ski and Snowshoe Four—Meder-
" ately strenudus ouring to the best snow in New Mexico, 10,000-11 000",
" Abe Jacobson (672- 9579—1@5 A!nznos, abe. jaCDbSDn@atl’ net).

"Saturday, February 1+ Cerrillos Hifls Park Ming Tour—LEasy hike
" with local guest historian Bill Baxter co ¥iew some of the historical mines
whxch will s00n be covcrcd up. Nnrma McCallan (471-0005+5Fe).

. Sunda.y, February 2 Pettoglyph Tour, Cerro Pefon; Ga.iisteu Ba.sm—
-"Moderate hike'with local expiert Dennis' Sllfcr Cait For reservations.
Norbcrt Spcrhch (474-4354—55:) b :

Slerra Club Outlngs in anuary,

- zec%:mqucs Call by /30, Gordon Spencer (672 3707—L05Alamos)

o _Sund-\y, February 16 + DJO Calmnte Mieca’ Mmes-—-Easy h:kc, 5-6 rmk:s

Saturday, Fci)nmry 22 * Wild and Scenic R:vers, m:ar Questn
Mo .

. 5
*: White Rack Canynn—Strcnuous, mostly off tmli hlkc Norbcrt Sperllch

: _Saturday, Mﬂ.rdl 1 Eaglc Traps, Ba.ndeher Natlonaf P1:'1:-— 3

) Sunday, ]:muary 19 Arroyu del Cobre, near Ablqulu—Modcratc hllﬂ:. o

** Reservations required, se call pronto. John Buchser (820-0201-SF). - 8

February 8 Cross Cuum.ry §l Wnrkshup-wTral ing fot
;k:crs of limited experience wha wane to:gain confidence and Improv

Sntuldny—Monday, Febraary. 15:17 ‘Cross Coumry Sk.l Weelend ne
Cumbres Pass—Moderate/strenuanis ski tou; sTaying ac chf Mountai
yurt, $45, Rcservauons reqmrcd 50 c1ll pmnm ]nhn Buchs:r (820 020
8Fe).

gptional soak in hat sprmgs Les Dripeln (438- 3306—3Fe)

{474-4354-81-'1:)

‘Madéfare Bmile hike! Stephen Markuwnz (797 5833—Albuquerq.uc.
srcpdov@hormml com) '

Sunday, March 9 + Ravens' .R:dgc Snuwshoc Trlp—Strcnuous [rck up Ll'u '
pristine, controversial ridge where the Ski Basin 3 iwanes 1o bm]d ncw uns.
Marcia Skilbman (474 74 l‘i—SPc) ‘ :

Friday-Sunday, March 21223 « Cmss Cauntry Sl{l chkend ‘near T:tos
:8ki Area—Strenuous ski tous, s:aymg at Bull of the Woods yurt. $40.

Sﬂ.turda).r, March 22 « Conles Peale Hilce-—Strentions climb to this
" proriinient landmark near Deming. Ben Zerhey (526-7811~Las Crisces),

Guest Speakers Pau! Starrs, professor of Geography, University of Nevada, Rena,
and author of Let The Cowboy Ride: Cattle Ranching in the American West - Jo
Robinson, New York Times bestselling writer, author of Why Crassfed Is Best! and
principal researcher for the eatwild.cam web sile.

Session I: Where Will the Deer and the Antelope Play? An overview of
ranchiand ecosysterns and the folks who steward thermn—Jeff Jones, research assori-
ate, American Farmland Tzust = The American West: stir, don’t shake—Rick Knight,
professor of Consenvation Biolegy, Colorado State University » Science, community,
and collaborative management--Bill McDonald, rancher/directar, Malpai Border-
lands Group « Bridging the culturai divide in the management of natural resources—
Guy McPherson, professor, Department of Renewable Natural Resources, University
of Arizona

Session I Restoring the Gift of Good Land Lani Lamming, Goat rancher,
Ewedic, Inc. » Bill Zeedyk, siparian-restoration specialist « Fire and wildland
restaration in the Southwest—Craig Allen, research ecologist, USGS [emez Mis, Field
Station * Kris Havstad, supervisory scientist, USDA fornada Experimental Range »
Rezlity ranching; trail drives to the new millennium-—Sid Goorlloe, Carriza Valley
Ranch

Ranching At the Grossroads: Forging a West That Works
The Quivita Coalitiens 20d Annaal Cenference
16-18 January 2003 * Athuquerque, NM © the Hiltan Hotel

Session lil: For the Heaith of the Land and People Making a self-suffi-
cient ranching operation successful-—Duke Phillips, owner-manager of Box T Part-
ners, the Chico Basin Ranch « Beavers—Sherry Tippie, president and executive
director, Wildlife 2000 « Bugs and bovines—Tony an Jerrie Tipton, ranchers and
land-restaration specialists » Cross-cultural collaborative conservation efferts in the
field--Gary Paul Nabhan, director of the Center for Sustainable Environments,
Northern Arizona University

Session IV: Creating a Society to Match the Scenery New policies and

politics for a maturing west—Daniel Kemmis, directar, Center for the Recky Moun-

tain West » Creating community dialogue through maps-—Rosemary Romero,

facilitator, Romero Consulting, inc. * A cowgirl's cause—Trecia (Tweetie) Biancett,

rancher, Aztec, NM # Alvin Warren, land and rights coordinator, Santa Clara Pueblo
]

$50 for Quivira Coalition members + $65 for non-members + $30 for sudents

Two-clay conference, evening talks, conference materials,
coffee, tea, continental breakfasts, and Fricay Junch included

Call to register 505/820-2544




