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Clean Energy: A Priority for the Richardson Administration

ew Mexico is blessed with enormous
l \ | energy resources from both fossil fuel and

renewable sources. To date, the state has
taken advantage of vast oil, nawral gas, and coal
reserves, which has both stimulated New Mexicos
cconomy and significantly contributed 1o state
government’s annual revenuc. In spite of ranking
second in the nation in solar energy resources and
twelth in wind energy potential, littde to daze has
been done to capitalize en the staee’s clean,
rencwable resources (see box).

That is all abour to change.

Duaring his campaign, Governor Richardson
pledged to establish New Mexice as 2 national leader
in clean energy—both renewable energy and energy
efficiency, We've got a long way to go, but the
foundation is being established for getting us there.

The fellowing is an overview of the Governor’s
clean-energy agenda, and some of the projects and
program development under way to make thar

Henewable Energy Generatlon

agenda a reality. e o 1n 10 Western States
10% of Electricity from Renewables :
by 2010 Cnl{fomm

New Mexico currently obtains less than 1% of its : Wzslungmn

clectricity from renewable sources. This percentage
will increase significancly when PNM's 204-mega-
watt {Mw) wind farm comes on line later this sum-
mer (see arcicle below). Located near Ft, Sumnet,
more than 130 wind nicbines are being constructed,
cach greater than 200 feet in heighe. The wind farm
will be one of the largest in the country. If you're

1 PNM customer, you'll have an spporsunity to

._ .S'n;:fr;::; Rmew«lil'z ;E'ﬂ.tw}in'rﬁ ('z_qr.u.mu;gydriu.wg) .;: A_
{on page 4} _

Wind Farm Leases on State Land Generate Revenue and Energy

In Apnl 2003, the Stace Land Office sngncd an
. Anreementio Jease 1, EGG atresof stargifniisedandig?

ind power is the world’s fastest growing,
and most costeffective, source ofpon-.....
e A polluting renewable energy, which is vital

for a healthy environment and ccosystem. The
-American Wind Energy Association has ranked
New Mexico as having the 12th highest potential
for wind-cnergy generation in the nation and 2s one
of the few states with the capacity to export wind
cnecrgy. Wind energy offers us a wealth of economic
development opportunities, including hundreds of
construction and administrative jobs. Morcover, it
can bie a new source of revente o pass along 19 New
Mexico's school children.

In October 2002, New Mexico's largest urifity,
Public Service Company of New Mexico {PNM),
and Florida Power and Light Energy (FPL)
announced an agreement to develop & New Mexico
Wind Energy Center in castern New Mexico, FPL
Energy will construct, own and operaze the facility,
and PNM will purchase all of the power it produces.

The wind farm’s 136 curbines have the capacity to
generate 204 megawacs of power at peak wind
speeds of 8-50 mph for a total annual outpur of
594,000 megawartr hours. Only two existing wind
facilities in United States are larger in terms of
output. New Mexico’s current wind capacity is
1.32 megawatts (Mw).”

"BPL for the wind center. Most of the 9,600-acre do-
velopment is on private land. Wich nine miltion
aczes of state trust land that includes thousands of
acres in the prime wind country of eastern New
Mexica, the State Land Office is actively recruiting
companies that produce renewable energy. We hope
to be the landowner of choice for new wind-cnergy
farms and wind-rurbine manufacturers alike. Fur-
thermore, renewable energy producers can take
advantage of a renewable-energy-production tax
credit, passed by the state legislature in 2002 and
signed by then-Governor Gary Jehnson.

Leases with the State Land Office for a period of
five years arc available with simply the Commis-
sianer’s signature, while leases for periods from six
10 99 years require a public bid.

QOver the next 20-50 yeats, our non-renewable
energy tesources—coal, o}, and narural gas—will
begin to dwindle, along with energy-related rezurns The New Mexico Wind Cemter, norw under construction 170

10 our beneficiaries, including school children. mifes eist of Albuegrireque, will be the third-largest facility
For this reason, the State Land Office is eager to af its kind in the United States. It is expected to bring more

N
H H iifion i 2ay CoNiics over
incorporate our vast resources of sustainable, . - than $40 million into ruwnal De Baca and Quay

the conrse of the first 25 years {wind farm photos conrtesy of
FPL, map courtesy af the State Lard O_,f]?::)
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Albuquerque, NM 87102
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U.S. Senater Petc Domenici
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Washington, DXC 20510-3010
DC ghone 202/224-6621 » fax 224-6621
senator_domenici@darnenici senate.gov

625 Silver SW, Suite 330
Albuquergue, NM 87102
Abg. phone 505.’3_46—_679

1.5, Representative Tom Udall
502 Cannos Hause Qffice Building
Washington, DC 20515
DC phone 202/225.6190° fax 2261331
wwrwhouse.gov/tomudatlf

811 5. Michaels Drive, Suite 104
Sznta Fe, NM 87505
SFe phone 505/984-8950 « fax 986-5047

LS. Representative Heather Wikson
318 Cannon House Office Building
Washingten, DC 20515
DC phone 202/225-6316 + fax 225-4975

www. house.poviwilson/

29 First Plaza NW, Suite 603
Albuguerque, NM 87102
Abq. phone 505/346-6781 = fax 346-6723

V.S, Represeniative Steve Pearce
1408 Longworth
Washington, DC 20315
DC phone 202/229-236% = fax 225-9599

400 North Telshore, Suite
Las Cruces, NM 88011
LC phone 505/522-2219 * fax 522-3099

New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson
Staze Capitol, Room 400
Sanz Fe, MM 87501
505/827-3000

Wew Mexico State Legistatace
Legal Couneil Services
505/986-4600

New Mexico State Senarors
Senate Chicf Clerlds Office
505/986-4714

New Mexico State Representatives
House Chief Clerk's Office
505/986-4751

A Note From the Chair

I t is indeed a grear vicrory
when what is gencrally consid-
ered a “conservative” Federal
Court, the 10tk Circuic in Den-
ver, gives s a ruling thac, yes
indeed, the Endangered Species
Act requires thac the concerns of
all species be considered when
dealing with local issues. We take
issue with our polirical leaders,
who, except for Rep. Tom Udall,
have jumped on the Rio Grande
silvery mintow issue as merely an
citherfor contest berween a stu-

This Séersn focuses on energy
issues here in New Mexice, and
an the importance of the state in
the national and global context:

* because both Senators
Bingaman and Domenici are
ranking members of the U.S.
Senate Encrgy and Natural
Resources Committec;

* hecause the Southwesr has the
greatest potential in the warld
for solar encsgy development;

* and for many other reasons.

This Sierran is filled with coneri-

pid fish and eur babies’ survival.
This is the essence of the stew-
ardship bactle—do we learn, with all our
God-given powets, to coexist and sustain the
remaining creatures? Or do we play political
brinkmanship with whac has been endowed 1o
us? Let's hope that Governor Richardsen can
find his way to a better political position-—
he could, after all, be using his censiderable
negotiation skills to protect our rivers, starting
with the Rio Grande, We all depend on a long-
term solution for the rotal ecosyscem, of which
we are a par, for the benefir of New Mexico and
our children’s children—our babics. Like the

- proverbial danaryin-the-mineshaft, thewee sil--

very minnew is a symptem of a dying river that
runs through the heart of New Mexico—and
a symptom ef our mismanagement.

butions from dedicated New
Mexicans who arc advocating for
course-correction. They are holding open a door
for us to participate in our bictogical communi-
tics, watersheds, ccosystems, and our biosphere
in z way the we car be proud of. Righe now.

We laud the Administration’s efforts to pro-
mote renewable energy (see cover stories), but we
have little paticnce any more for “this transition
will take a long time,” We are wasting precious
time. Managing for fossil fucls is managing for
crisis. They are a finite resource—the more we
consurne, the harder we fall in the end. Peried.

Crisis is bad for the Rio Grande, It’s bad for

Refuge. It’s bad for air and human health,
P]c_:;sc, the time for action is quick ac hand.
—Doug Fraser

- Otero Mesa-and the Arcriedladonal Fildife. .o Yo

Blair Brown—Chapter Treasurer, Webmaster, Activist

rowing up in New Jersey,

Blair Brown had plenty of
apportunities to observe the
impacts of industrial polivtion.
Later, when he and his daughrer,
Hilaric, came west to explore the
wonders of National Parks, they
also observed the big dams, clear-
cur forests, and humungous
mine pits. In the late "70s,
they visited Glen Canyon
Dam zs Lake Powell drowned
the canyon——it was increas-
ingly clear: something was
wrong with chis picture.

I 1987, Blair and his part-
ner, Susan Gorman, walked
to the botrom of the Grand
Canyon. That walk—an almost religious experi-
ence of entering the Earth’s pasi—changed both
of their lives. At the same time, they witnessed
the haze from power plants that obscures the
Canyen vistas, and realized that even semote
and special places are impacted by pollution.

So Blair and Susan joined the Sierra Club and,
after moving o Albuquerque in 1991, attended
a general meezing of the Albuquerque Group
(now the Central Group)—and were hooked
immediately! Blair’ first reaction was to 1ake on
every environmental threat, but there was way
oo much. He recalls, “I decided thar, by focus-
ing on the ‘nuts and bolts” stuff that keeps the

Club up and running, I cauld
make it possible for other activists
to focus on their work.”

Blair became Chapter treasurer
in 1994, and under his careful
management and with some good
fartune, the once stim financial
resources have grown nicely.
“Now,” he says, “the challenge is
10 invest these funds in acrivist
development and campaigns so
that our actions get results—
special places are saved and
pollution is prevented.”

Biair has also apptied his computer skills. Tn

the eatly ‘903, when only a few folks had interner
access yer, he and Bruce Bawon created the
Chapters original web site and its first e-mmail
listserve. Blair still administers the web site and
six listserves for us, and he plays an active leader-
ship role on both the Central Group and Chapter
Executive Committees.

Blair has now joined Susan in their Project
Management and Electranic Publishing company.
Their big project is the Childsen’s Water Festival
(sec Sierran Mareh/April and May/fune 2003).
Blair continues to study the commplex challenges
of urban sprawl, and the associated issues of allo-
caring limited water znd finding alternatives to
maoze and wider roads. He plans ro be active for
many years to comel

—Ssan Gornan

JuLy/Aucusy 2003
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Tell Our Senators to Vote “No!” on the Energy Policy Act of 2003

! E 1 he Energy Policy Act of 2003 threatens the
environment and takes us backward by cn
wzenching our dependence on polluting

sources of energy.

This bill fails on all counts—from apening up our
coasts and special places to oil develepmens, o
removing key consumer protections in elecrricity
markets, ro funncling billions of dollars to poliuting
industries.

Instcad of an energy bill that rakes us backward,
the country needs an energy policy that:

* cuts our dependence on oif;

* increases our use of clean, renewable energy
sources like wind and solar power; and

+ protects our special wilderness places from
drilling.

The current bill is even worse than last year's cnergy

bill and should nor be passcd. We czll on the Senate

1o reject this irresponsible and envitonmentally

destrucrive legislacion.

The Energy Policy Act of 2003

Takes Us Backward

Threatens our coasts and other public lands—The
bitl allows new oil exploration ali along the Ouzer
Continental Shelf (OCS) using invasive wchnolo-
gics that will damage sea life and ocean habitat in
cnvironmentally sensitive areas. In addition, the
hill would open our public fands to further de-
structive drilling and mining operations. These
provisions threaten some of America’s most unique
wildesness areas, and critical fisk and wildlife habi-
tats that provide the headwaters for most of the
drinking water in the West.

Puts consumers at risk from clectricity market

. manipulation—The bill tepeals.the. nation’s oldest
law that protects electricity consumers—the Public
Ukilicies Halding Company Act (PUHCA). This
would allow power companies te set up multiple
subsidiaries and blur their financial reports, open-
ing the door to the grpe of market manipulation
that was scen during the California enexgy crisis.

Funnels billions of dollass to polhuting indus-
tries—The bilf provides close to $10.7 billion in
tax hrezks to polluters, including a first-ever tax
breals for burning ceal, In addition, the bill pro-
vides tens of billions of doliacs in loan guarantees
to build new nuclear plants and indcfnitely
exempts the nuclear industry from liability. The
bill also allows the oil and gas industry to stop er
reduce royalty payments to the government and

states, at & time when the latter are in a fiscal crisis.

Undermines property sights—Undermines the
property rights of farmers and ranchers by provid-
ing incentives for destructive coalbed methane

Mary Wipen then canservation organizer for the Mon-
sana Chapter, and historian, friend and ally Howard
Boggess af the Crow Tribe visited Weatherman Draw afier
a successfiel campaig to save the site fions oil drilling
(phoro by A. Lamonaca; reprinted from The DPlanet, rhe
Cineb’s activist newddetter— o sierraclub.orglplaned).

Mary Wiper is the Club’s New Organizer On Energy

Mary Wiper is the Sicrra Club's new associate representative in the Albuquerque office. She has
been hired because the national Sierra Club organization and other environmental groups rec-
ognize the strategic importance of New Mexico at this time in the narional cnergy policy debate—
in part because both of New Mexica’s senators hold leadership positions in the U.S. Senate Energy
and Natural Resources Commirtee. Mary is dedicated to shaping a sound, sustainable national energy
pelicy, and to cducating the public about oil and gas development on New Mexico's public lands.
Although new to New Mexico, Mary is not new to the Sierra Club and she is nor new to cnergy
issucs. She worled for the Club for three and halfyears in Montana on a variety of issues, including:

* protecting Weatherman Draw, a sacred site
for Norsheen Pizins Indian Tribes, from
oil developmeng

* opposing development of coal-bed methane
in Montana's Powder River Basin;

+ addressing impacts on water, wildlife, and
wildlands; and

» organizing voter cducation o environmen-
tai fssucs in a Senate race.

Mary is originally from a smail North Dakota
farming community and went to college at Uni-
vessity of North Dakora. She began her watk
with Sierta Club in South Daketa’s Badlands
Mational Park, educarting ourists about the need
for protective management for our Natiopal
Grasslands, “I'm happy 1o be in New Mexico,”
she says, “working with Rio Grande Chaprer
members to protect New Mexico’s environment.
Please feel free 1o call me (sce Masthead, page 2)
with questions about the Energy bill, cnergy de-
velopment in New Mexico, and the Sierra Club.”

A Rin Geaune StEaran

drifling that ignores the rights of surface properry

owners. This practice threatens thousands of acres

of sensitive lands in the West and its scaree

WALET [CSOUTCCS,

Removes environmental protections for Native
American lands—The bill removes Native Ameri-
can lands from the protections of the nation’s hall-
mark envirenmental faw, the Nation Environimen-
tat Protection Act, opening them up to destructive
miring and drilling projects.

Docs nothing to cut the nation’s dangerous
dependence on oil—The country’s dependence
on oil threatens our national seenrity and our envi-
ronmeent. There are many opportunitics to cut sur
oil consumgpzion economy-wide, particularly from
the biggest consumers—our cars and trucks. Mak-
ing new cars and trucks go fursher on a gallon of
gas is the biggest single step we can tke to curbing
our dependence on oil.

Does nothing to increase our use of ciean, rencw-
able energy—The bill Fils 1o include a Renewable
Energy Standard (RES} chac would ensure that
mare of our cleciricity comes from clean, rengw-
able energy sources like wind and solar power.
Encouraging the usc of cleat, renewable energy
would reduce air pollution and global warming
emissions that thteaten public healdh.

For more information, contacr Mary Wiper in Al-
buquerque (2437767, mary.wiper@sterraclub.ozg),
ar sec the Energy pages on the Sicrra Club web site
(www.sierraciub.org/energyf).

—Mary Wiper
Sierra Club Assaciate Representative

Richardson Admin. on ENergy e, fom page 1)

chaosc “green energy” as your power source,

Getting to the 10% goal, however, will require
many’morc projects to be consteucted, wind and
otherwise, within the next seven years. In fact, one of
the Governor's goals is to place the state in the top
three of wind producing states.

While wind energy is becoming, on its own, cost-
competitive with fossil-fucl based elecericiey, New
Mexico has established innovative tax incentives to
help fusther stimulate renewable power develop-
ment. A New Mexico “production tax credic” (PTC)
offers a one-cent-per-kilowatt-hour ($0.01/kw hour)
rax break for electricity produced from renewables.
This past legislative session, the Energy, Minerals,
and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD) and
Economic Development Department worked jointly
to expand the PTC to include biomass projects and
increase the rotal amount of funds dedicated to the
tax credit froms $8 million to $20 million per year.
New Mexico is one of only two states to have
enacted a PTC. Adding biomass to the law was sig-
nificat. Biomass includes any organic material, but
the cenphasis here is on utitizing forest material not
large enough 1o be commercially viable {see article
page 7) and dairy wastes. Wit appropriate ait-
quality and environmental controls, elecsricity
preduction from biomass offers the opporwnity to
wtilize material previously treated as “waste” and to
stimulate raral cconomic development. It's impos-
sible to develop a viable wind project if you don't
keow where the wind blows! EMINRD recently com-
pleted 2 detailed “investment grade” wind map for
the state. The majosity of the “geod wind” is on the
castecn piains, but even then, its fairly site specific.
The presence and frequency of consistently strang
winds can vary dramaricaliy, in shore distances, with
topogtaphy. This new map will assist wind develop-
ers with identifying favorable praject sites, and,

(eanttizivied an page 23)
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Chapter Urges Domenici to Change His Course on 2003 Energy Policy Act

Dear Senator Domenici,

I: is time for us to fulfill the promise of the 21st Century znd develop new,
clean, technologically advanced energy sources based on wind, solar, geo-
thermal, hydrogen, and other clean cnergics. The current energy bill is stuck
in the 20th Century in its reliance on the old and outdated industrics thar
have been polluting this country for decades, and we are opposed to the bill
in its curcent form.

We believe that the energy bill should be amended to:

1. Raise fuel cconomy standards for new cars and trucks to at least 43
mpg—Increased energy efficiency in cars, as well as buildings, is good
for our ecanomy, especiaily in New Mexico, where people must often
drive long distances to attend to their necds and business.

2. Droduce at least 20% of our electricity from clean, renewable energy
sources like wind by the year 2020—New Mcexico has vast wind
resources, and a national Renewable Encrgy Standard would be a boor
to New Mexico farmers harvessing our plentiful wind. Additionally, the
development of wind power will improve national security by reducing
our dependence on foreign energy, and it will benefit consumets by
increasing energy supplics and keeping natural gas prices from spiking,
Increasing renewable energy use to just 109 by 2020 can reduce both
gas and electricicy prices, according to zn EIA analysis of a renewable
energy scenario for former Senator Frank Murkowski jast year.

3. Disallow any subsidy to nuclear power—We strongly oppaosc the con-
struction of any new nuclear power plants. It is expensive, and no safe
methed to dispose of the nuclear fzel rods and contaminated items has
yer been devised. We also believe that producing hydrogen from nuclear
POWET I5 A travesty.

The bilt should also protect areas ftke Qtero Mesa from oil and gas develop-
ment. Theze is no need to increase New Mexico's production of oil and gas
from sensitive ecological arcas, nor from established well fields. After consid-
ering damage to the land, as well as 1o the atmosphere from the burning of
fossil fucls, there is just no net long-term benefit o New Mexicans from the
expleitation of fragife lands,

Moteover, the revenues from our oil and gas will continuz to benefic the
State’s Severance Funds, and we feel it is expedient o increase the liferime of
these existing felds, rather than building up in a boom of development, only
t0 bring the bust times sooner. New Mexico’s Encrgy, Minerals and Matural
Resources Department has reported annually for several years that the pro-
jected natural gas supplies will only last sbour 10 more years at current rates
of extraction. This fact alse peints to our need for development of other
energy tesotrees, such as wind and solar.

Finally, we want ta convey to you our suppore for hydregen enczgy devel-
opment in New Mexice, ultimately to be derived from renewable energy
sources such as wind and solar. New Mexico's recently formed Hydrogen
Business Council and HyTEE, the Hydrogen Technology Partnership, involv-
ing the state of New Mexico, Los Alamos and Sandia National laboratories,
and many other organizasions, affirm that there are untapped technical
resgurces in New Mexico that can be developed 1o create new jobs and
businesses based on this clean energy source,

Let’s keep New Mexico in the forefront of encrgy production natdonwide
by passing a progressive encrgy bill—one that meves us toward a fucure where
New Mexico’s inexhaustible wind and solar resoutces, along with its high-
technology expertise, can help power the nation with clean energy.

Sincerely,

Doug Fraser, Char
Rio Grande Chapter of the Sterra Club

Torm Udall Stands Up for Protecting Ojito Country from Oil & Gas’

Ojito country, Congressman Tom Udall pledged

1o work with Zia and the conservation commu-
nity to advance the Qjito/Zia Conservation Proposal.
“We are out here to visit the Ojito area... I realize
how important this is to you, and we will wark with
your leaders to get something thmugh Congress,”
said Udail.

This unique legislative proposal would protect the
Ojite Wilderness Study Area as fully protected fed-
craf wilderness and would transfer management of
some adjacent, culrurally rich fands to the Pueblo.
Approximately 12,000 acres would become the Ojito
Wilderness to be managed by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) along with the adjacent Arca
of Critical Environmental Concern, About 13,000
acres of adjacent land containing importane Zia
religious and archeotogical sites would be managed
as open space by the Zia tribe. All lands involved in

I na mict-]unc 2003 visit 10 Zia Puchlo and che
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the propasal will remain open to the public for
recreational usé and scientifie research, biic will be
protected from off-road-vehicle abuse, muung. new
roads, and dcvelopmcnt Zia would also apree toa
limited waiver of sovercign immunity so that conset-
vation and public access provisions for the trans-
ferred lands could be enforced in federal court. The
Wilderness Area and the lands propased for transfer
will enjoy far higher protection than they receive
under current BLM managemeat.

The proposal has the backing of the Rio Grande
Chapter of the Sicrra Club, The Wilderness Society,
the Coalition for New Mexico Wilderness, the New
Mexico Audubon Counci, as well as public officials
including Governor Bilt Richardson, the Sandoval
County Commission, local State Representative
James Roger Madalena, Representative Tom
Swisstack of Ria Rancho, the Bernalilic County
Commlssmn, the Albuqucrque City Council and
former Governor Brucc
King. While BLM cue-
rently opposes an outright
wansfer of land to the
Pueblo, Congressmat
Udall remains optimistic
thar their cancerns can be
addressed. “1 think severat
hearings are hecessary,
and | really think we can
come up with an agree-
ment that will benefic
everyone,” he said.

Congressman Udalfs
pledge to become person-
ally involved in sceking a
solution that will protect
these wild lands is a very
positive development.
This is the first wilderness

(phote by Martin Heinrich)

proposal i in more th:m 15 years.to enjoy such broad_*. T

public support. We'still have'a longway to'go,

however, before the Qjito country is permanently

protected, Your help is needed for this progress
“to conginue.

“For mare mfor-
Inatsh; Contact’
Chapter Wlldcr__ncss
Chair Martin =
Hetnrich in Albu-
guergue (232-7151;
mtheinsich@aol.
com}.

—~Martin Heinrich
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Op-Ed: 2003 Senate Energy Policy Bill {s Bad for Al But Utilities

s New Mexico consumers struggle through
Atough cconomic times, the U.S. Scnate

Encrgy Committee has developed a disaster
of 2 national energy bill. The bill is loaded with pro-
visions written by and for the utility, nuclear, ceal,
and oif industries that threaten our pocketbooks,
public health, natienal security, and envirorment.

Electric uilities are already passing the costs of
their investments on to consumers through higher
elecrricity prices. Yet this bill rolls back one of the
only electricity-consumer protections currently on
the books, opening the door to more Enron-type
abuses and California-style electricity disasters.

Properly implemented, the Public Utility Holding
Company Act of 1935 (PUHCA} would require
simplified corporate structures and easily monitored
accounting practices. [nstead, the Senate cnesgy bill
repeals PUHCA. This clears the way for more power
companies to set up cemplicated systems of subsid-
taries to blur their financial picturcs 2and maniputate
clectricity markets as Enron did. Thus, if the Senate
energy bifl becomes 'aw, consumers around the
country will be ar the mercy of large power compa-
nies and could see their electric bills skyrocker.

Ara time when our government Is cutting back
on important programs because of increasing budger
pressures, the Scrate energy bill lets the oil, coal,
and nuclear industries off the hook for more than
$10 billion in federal taxcs.

These companies already don’t pay their fair share
of taxes, In fact, a Treasury official testified in 1999
that 759 of U.S. oil companics pay ro corporate
income tax whatsocver.

Op-Ed: Energy for America; Jobs for New Mexico™

ver since the Bush Administradon came into
E office, it has used the bully pulpit to ry to

persuade the American public that domestic
energy production is the key to our national sceurity
and that Amerzica has the ability to drill its way te
cnergy independence. What continues to be left out
of this equation is that America possess only 3% of
the world’s reserves of oil Middle-Eastern countries
by contrast hold approximately 64%. Add to this
the reality that countries such as China, Russia, and
India are beginning their love affaic with the auto-
mobile—and one thing becomes quickly apparent:
competition for the wozld's remaining oil will only
grow fiercer in the near future.

Let's be clear, il is not the future, What makes
sensc for our county, and what would be a boost for
New Mexico, is for the Administration to adopra
“Marshall Plan” for alternative energy production.
Such a mobilization of science, the private sector,
and govesnment, much like we had with che space
program, could crezte America’s greatest capaciry for
national securigy—energy independence.

Currencly, the Senate is locked in a bitter energy
debate chat again attempts 1o focus the nation on an
old and tired theme—domestic oil and gas drilling.
For New Mexice and much of the West, the stakes
are high. The President eaters the debate with neac-
record levels of popularity and seems poised to enter
inzo a new battle-~The War on the West. The ques-
tion remains: “Does drilling our remaining wild pub-
lic lands in the West make good sense for the long-
term security of our nation?” The answer witl always
be, “No.”

Several years ago, the Bush Administration, under
the direction of Vice-President Cheney, met repeat-
edly with cnergy companics to eraft an energy plan
for Amesica. Morally corrupe companies such as
Enron focused the administration on plans designed
to maximize profit with litde thought to the social

6 Rio GranbE SiERRAN

“On top of its tax breaks,
this bill allows oil and gas companies to reduce or stop paying royalties
for oil and gas that is drilled on public lands.
New Mexico cannot afford to lose
any part of the $193 million in royalties collected last year.”

On top of its tax breaks, this bill allows oif and gas
companics to reduce or stop paying royalties for oil
and gas that is drilled on public znds, New Mexico
cannot afford to lese any pare of the $193 million in
reyaltics collected last year.

In an outrageous new money grab, the nuclear
industry would hit up taxpayers twice for new reac-
tors. Under the Serate encrgy bill’s nuclear provi-
sions, taxpayers would pay for up to half the cost of
constructing new nuclear power plants, which could
casily top $30 billion. The Senate energy bill hits up
vaxpayers a second time by authorizing the federal
government to cnter into agreements to purchase
power from the new reactors cven if that powes is
rrore expensive than cutrentdy available sousces.

Fitweren't bad enough tla the Senate encrgy bill

rips off electricity consumers, state treasuries, and
waxpayers, the bill is also bad for the enviroument,
public health, and nationat security.

Provisions in the bill would increase glebal warm-
ing pollution, threaten coastal areas with oil and gas
exploration, and undermine nasional securicy by
increasing oil consumption and increasing the risk

and cnvironmentzl costs that domestic drilling
would have on the West. Here in New Mexice, one
potential site is our wildest grassland—Orero Mesa.
Located in the southern part of the state, Otero
Moesa temains an area where wildlife, independent
ranching, and wilderoess thrive on a grand scale.
The arca is home to our state’s healthiest and most
genertically pure herd of pronghorn antelope, a5 well
as independent catde ranches that have used this area
for grazing for gencrations. More than 504,000 acres
of Wilderness-quality lands have been identified by
citizer surveys, yet by summer's end, the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will issue a
Final Enviroumental Impact Statement that will likely
open this arez to full-scale oil and gas development.
For ranchers znd conscrvationists alike, development
would transform this wild landscape into a series of
roads, rigs, pipelines, power lines, toxic waste ponds,
and heavy truck traffic. In the end, meost of the gas
produced will likcly be transported to California.

This once quiet, biologically rich, and beauriful
parz of New Mexico will be reduced 1o an industrial
wasteland, according to several reports by leading
experts that conclude this area could never be prop-
erly restored. [n retuen, America will remain ne moze
independent from foreign sources of energy than
they were prior to driliing, buc New Mexicans will
be stuck with potential water contamination and
degraded air quality—and future generations will
be lefe 1o ask why?

Last Summer, the President’s Exceutive Order
13212 was sent to ail BLM state directors dictating
that all “decisions made by the BLM will take into
consideration adverse impacts on the Presidenr’s
National Energy Policy.” In other words, anything
thar BLM does that puts censcrvation above devel-
opment will be frowned upon. Industry and elected
officials that push such tired policies continue o
speak of “environmentally sound development.”

of nuclear proliferation. For instance:
* Coal-burning power plants would have a

financial incentive—a first-ever tax break—
to burn mere coal, thus increasing greerhouse
gas cmissions,
instead of requiring the auto industry to use
cxisting technology to make cars and trucks go
farther en a gallon of gasoline, the bill actually
encoutages the augo industry o build more
gas-guzziers, increasing oil consumprion,
‘The bill rolls back decades of U.S. nuclear
non-profiferation policy by using taxpayer
dollars to fund the use of weapons-grade pluto-
nium as fuel in commercial nuclear reactors.

This bill is too expensive and too dangerous for
our coLnlry.

—feanne Basser
Exeentive Director
New Mexico Public Interest Research Group

This Op-Ed first appeared in the Albugnerque
Joutnal on 22 May 2003. Fer more information,
contact Jeanne Basser at NMPIRG in Albnguergue
(254-1244; joanenmpirg.org),
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‘The question remains, “Where has this ever
accurred?” Are there any cxamples in the sacred
lands and contammated water around Catlsbad and
Artesia, or in the brown cloud above Farmington
(scc page 1132 Qil and gas development by its nature
is a sloppy business, and the bozzom line remains
profit, not your health or thar of the land.

Ironicaily, a recent survey by the Meliman Group,
a Washington-based poiting firm, found chas voters
overwhelmingly prefer to achicve energy security by
focusing on increasing efficiency and developing
alternative energy sonrces, rather than increasing the
supply of oil—which should be good news for a state
like New Mexico, Blessed with 300+ days of sun,
good wind in the castern pare of the state, Sandia
Lab, and the alternative energy program at New
Mexico State University, such seatiment could trans-
lare into long-term econemic development for our
state, in other words—jobs.

The fucure of cnergy lics in alternatives, and New
Mexico should male this eur #1 priority. Drilling in
our wildest lands is no selution, but using our mirds
and our rescarch dolfars to creare alternatives that
give our country true energy secutity is a dividend
we can all live with.

We have reached a crucial crossroads, world events
have feft us all feeling vulnerable, yer destroying the
natural beauty of Ameriea to ensich a few special
interests witl enly leave ourselves and our tandscape
that much more fragmented. We must understand
that part of what makes us uniquely American i
protecting the mountains, rivers, grasslands, deserts,
and mesas that are the fiber of our counery. Pride in
being American means protecting the very land we
call home.

—Stephen Capra

Director of Campaigns

New Mexico Wilderness Alliance

This Op-ed first appeared in the Albuquerque Tribune.
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Erom Fossil Fuels to Real-time Fuels—The Biomass Transition

en the cold weather hits, we
crank up the heat, which for
most of us means turning on

the gas. But what happens when thac gas
costs three times what it cose last winter?
As individuals, we lower the theemostat,
pay more 1o PNM or Ferrelgas each
month, or cut some firewood and crank up
the woodstove. Bur what about the hotels,
schools, nursing hames, and all the ather
big users? To begin with, they can’s just
drop the thermostar way down, and they're
also looking at monthly bills going up by
$10,000, not $100.

VWe are facing this crisis now due to the
facz of narural gas depletion—gas ficlds in
the United States arc past their peak pro-
duction, and from now on, it's all short-
apes, volatility, and high prices. U.S. stos-
age and production are at historic fows,
never to recaver. The East Coast last winter
was weeks away from running out of pres-
surc in the major pipelines, Add to that
200,000 megawarss of new gas-fired clectric power
plants to run air conditioncss all summer (New
Mexico has the capacity to generate 4,000 megawasts
at any given time, statewidz}, and you begin 1o sce
the scope of the crisis.

But what if we could get our BYUs from another
source—a renewable source, a local, cheaper, cleaner
source—and simultancously create a healthier forest
ccosystem and record job growth in our ciries and
our rural communities? This is the promise that
biomass offecs.

Europeans have utilized forest thinnings for years
as the fuel to run industrial bailers that provide hot-
wates heat 1¢ entire communities. A Santz Fo ased
non. proﬁ; group. Tacal Energy {www.lo By
org) has recently applied for 2 grant © finance the
initial engineering study fora biomass-fired district
hearing grid for the city. This geid would derive
much of its fisel from Forest thinnings from the Sansa
Fe warershed; secondary fuel would come from
piiten kill, construction waste, woodlot scraps,
paliets, ete. Hor watcr would circulate through pipes,
recelving temperaturc boosts from passive solar col-
leetors alang the way. Once the engineezing is done
in Santa Fe, this model can be exported to other
communities with forest-thinning issucs, high wrility
bills, unemployment, oz all of the above.

For a number of rcasons, our faxests aze choked
with small-diameter tiees, creating an intense fire
hazard and a farest monoculture where a few species
dominate and uriderstory diversity is lost. Studies
Jnave shown a marked increase in snowpack reaching

The World’s
Proved Qil Reserves™

Soserce: BP 2008 Statistical Review of World Encegy

* Generally, those gqrantities that gevlogical and engineering
information indicate wich290% certaingy caz bt recovered
in the fure fram kuown reservoirs under existing econemiic
and operting conditions.

“This will call for a combined effort
on the part of envirenmentalists, local loggers,
and forastry professionals.”

the foress floor in & welk thinned forest, which greatly
enhances aquifer recharge.
"Fhere are several key eriteria for sustainable forest
thinning in New Mexico:
+ create a good market price for wood chips—
somewhere from $30-50/ton;
= optimize opportunites for lacal communities to
participate in local forest management; and
« create a culwre of sustainable logging through
community involvement and ongoing taining
at a statewide Jevel.
This will call for a combined effort on the part of
environmentalists, local baggers, and forestey profes-

wledge, the larest harvese-

T
ing technologies, local non-corporace control, and

of the Top 10 Count

Reserves a end 3001 Peak 509

(billions of barrels} Production lef
Saudi Arabia 2618 2012 2020
Iraq 125 2018 2032
Kuwait 96.5 2013 2022
Iran 89.7 1974 2010
United Arab Emirates 97.8 2043 2031
Venezueln 778 1970 2003
Russian Eederation 600 1987 1992
USA 304 1971 1971
Libya 29.5 1979 2007
Mexico 1260 2003 - 2003

In order to significantly increase oil produc-
tion, a country must posses both:
» large rescrves, and
« more than 508 of ics original
cndowment.
Oniy five councrics still fir that prefile, and
they are all in the Middle East.

Production is falling in 50 countries today.
As more countsies expericnce declining rates of
production, fewer countries remain to supply
the world's need for fossil fucts, The cconomic,
geopolitical, and environmental consequence
of this imbalance are sebering,

Soriree of dasa: BP Ammoco; CJ. Camphefl, Avociation for
the Stiidy of Peak Ol (ASPQ)

good feedback loops amang all parties.

Once the wateesheds begin to be thinned in
2 sensitive manner, allowing a diverse under-
stary to evolve, wildfire will again be scen as
a vital part of forest regeneration. In the con-
text of local economics, sustainable forestey
practices go hand in hand with increased
profitability and job security. They abso creare
a robust urbanfrural economy in which
money stays and cycles within those econo-
mies, rather than flecing to ousside corporate
sharcholders.

1 know that there are more questions than
answers right now—especially within the
environmental community. | am inviting
that community, and all othets, to bring your
concerns and your vision ko the table—to be
part of renewing our capacity to be healthy,
self-sustaining, accountable communitics,
and to design a future we'll be proud of.

This will serve to strengthen old community
bonds and create exciting new ones.

The challenges and che benefits of generat-
ing our own fitel arc much fike the challenges and
benefits of growing our own foad. It's like comma-
nity-supporsed organic farming—only. you're invest-
ing in frec-range energy cultivated from local rencw-
able sources, by local, renewable providers. Ifs a
worthy experiment. Please join us.

For more information, contact David Bacon at
Local Encrgy in Santa Fe (474-0484; dcbacon@
cnsp.com}.

(wondsut by Carclym Keskulla)

—David Bacon
Director and Cofounder, Local Energy
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he-area under the classic cusve above
 represcnts the total supply of oil recover-
able frgm any given area. The curve itself rep-
resedigs the rate at which the oil is pumped
from the ground. The rate is slow in the
beginning because infrastrucrure and efficient
techulogies must be developed, and it is slow
at thic epd because only the most ingecessible
{and therefore costly), oil germains. .
Supplics ate finite; hence, thearen under the
curve isfinite, Experts agree; thar cattent . .
wo:ld‘ﬁmd._ucﬁgp is somewhere near the peak, |
of the &urve, whete the rate of production .,
rmust begin to decline. The shape of the right
half of the curve may change slightly, depend-
ing upon how rapidly oil is produced from
novw on. If we place a priority on petpemating
ahigh fate of production now, we necessarily
steepen the ultimate decking of production.
On the ather hand, slowing production—
and consumption—would allow for a more
gradual and diplomatic transition @ another
souree of energy to support world econamies.
For more information, sec the Local Enecgy
web site (www.localenergy.crg).
' —Mirrke Sardella

* Saurce of dusa: ASPQ
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e el Bicin'the Case' of petro-

The Hydrogen Hallucination—There’s No Free Lunch

relcasing us at fast from the grip of the oil

barens. The "hydrogen economy” is even the
buzz of the bestsetler list. But don't break out the
party balloons yet, because hydrogen hasn't a chance
of solving our cnergy problems. A bold assertion,
pechaps, but it is based on the simplest of facts:
Hydragen is not a source of energy.

Tt is truc thas hydrogen is the most abundant
element in the universe, but here on Earth, all
hydcogen is combined with other elements. Gur best
example is water-~two hydrogen aroms ase bonded
to an oxygen atom, forming the familiar molecule
H,O. Four hydrogen ators bonded 102 carbon
atom make methane, which we lknow as “natural
gas.” Bur if what we need is pure hydrogen—the
stuff ro run fucl cells—we have o manufacoure ie.
Dhoing so requires tearing hydrogen loose from
wharever its bonded to, which requires 2n inpuc of
encrgy. The encrgy we invest in breaking the bonds
is essendally “stored” in the hydrogen, and we can
get it back by allowing the hydrogen o bond to
something again, a5 a fuel cell does. Hydrogen is
simply a storage medium—we have 10 put energy in
before we get any back. It cold thus be considered
a carrier of energy, by it is by no means 2 sousce of
encrgy.

I t's being called the “freedom fuel,” capable of

Ifwurld oil depletion isat distressing enough, the
heating fugl crisis in the United Srates poses an
imminent econamic threzt, Natral-gas production
from existing U.S. wells now falls ac an alatming
29% per year—~a rate (o0 §{6Cp 10 OVEICOIME SVEn
with more thar 900 drill rigs werking full-time o
bring new gas wells on line. The inability o increasc
production apace with demand is alteady destabiliz-
ing gas markets, a5 evidenced by the current price
hikes and storage deficits. At winter’s end, the
United States had juse nine days of gas remaining in
storage overall, and the northeast region dipped 10
just three days of rescrve. Propane and heating oil
abso finished the winter at near-record lows, and even
the .S, Department of Encrgy’s Encigy Informa-
tion Administration (E[A)—a group well known far
emationless reporting of dire news—termed the situ-
ation “precarious.” In its chacacicristic matter-of-fact
style, the ELA writes in its 16 April 2003 weekly
repost, “The prospect of rebuilding propane invento-
ties to prior year levels appears to be in jeopardy.”
“The EIA goes on to discuss the passibility of supply
disruptions as if chey were normal occurrences as
opposcd to early warnings of a structural failure of
the industry.

If three different heating fizels 2ll run shore next

not a source, but that coupled with renewable
sources, it's the perfect fuel. Unforaunately, that's just
not the case, Hydragen's fow energy density makes ic
exceedingly ineficient to transport. To illusteate this,
consider thas a 40-ton tanker truck loaded with
gasoline contains neacly 20 times the energy ofa 40-
ton truck Joaded with compressed hydrogen. If both
trucks deliver fuel to 2 filling station 800 mifes away,
the gasoline teuck consumes about 3% of the cnergy
in its paylozd o malce the rounderip, But che hydro-
gen truck traveling the same route would consume
all of the cnergy in its payload, Pur another way,

if you tried 1o run the hydrogen delivery truck on
hydrogen, it would consume its entire payload
rmaking the trip, and have no fuel to deliver.!

fit's nat a source and it’s a lousy carrier, why docs

hydrogen ger so much attention? Are the 985 U.S,
arganizations that ate listed as fucl-cell developers,
researchers, distributors, consultants, suppliess,
associations, governmens agencies, and laboratorics
(including our own Los Alamos Martional Labs} really
on to something, or are they simply riding a tidal
wave of government hype and subsidies? Are the coal
and nuclear industries pushing hydragen in hopes
thar they will get to provide the necessary encrgy to

produce it Once again the

This notion of hydrogen asa
storage device is vastly different
from petroleumn, which is clearly
a source of energy. As with
hydrogen, petroleum requires an
cnetgy investment before itiss
usable fucl. We kave to drif} for
it, then pump, transport, refine,
and trznsport it again before it
can be used as an autemobile

Teumn, the fuel we end up with
cantains about five times the
energy needed to produce it.
That's why it's called a sozrce of
ctiergy—she energy returned is
greater than the cnergy invested.
The distinction berween
energy sources and carriers is sig-
nificant because the decline of
our major sources of energy has
reached a critical point. The pro-
duction of petroleum-—our most
imporsant energy source 2nd the

provider of about 409 of the

answers may be academic. It
doesn’t matter why we are fix-
ated on an energy carzier while
charging headlong into a source
crisis. We must simply acknowl-
edpe the oversight and move on.

Imagining that the simplest
clement in the universe held the
key to solving our encrgy prob-
lems was exciting, but now ics

“Yime'to dwaken From our hydro-
gen hallucination and devore
attention to the real soluctons
of improved efficiencies and
sustainable sources.

For mote information, contact
Mark Sardella at Lacai Encrgy
in Santa Fe (820-2312;
msardellz2@localenergy.org:
www.ocalenergy.org).

—Mark Sardella

Murle Sardella is a professional
engineer and co-founder of Local

A b MR

world’s encrgy—is now falling in

more than 50 countrics, The

Falling production in these regions must be offsct by
increased production somewhere else, bur as more
and more regions head into decline, fewer and fewer
places remain to pick up the slack. Significant
increases in oil production require large oil reserves,
but at this poinr, the Middle East is the only place
that still possesses a rescrve lazge enough to aflow
praduction increases on the scale needed to offser
the collective decline of 2!l other countries (see page
7). Rates of decline, meanwhite, are aceelerating,
and within the decade, even the Middic East will be
unable to bridge the gap. At that point, il produc-
tion will peak, and from there it can only begin an
irrevocable dectine. Efforts by the perroloum geology
community to nail down the cxact date of peak are
interesting academically, but the real srouble beging
with the loss of oil ssability, which is already happen-
ing. Price stability requires that excess production
capacity be available, but excess capacity is down to
around 2% of the market volume—far less than is
needed. And with cvery developed nation’s economic
future reliant on Middle Eastern oil, geopolitical sta-
bility hangs in a delicate and unsustainable balance.
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(art by Carolyn Keskulla)

winter, what market dynamics are likely to ensue?
When oil and gas prices skysocket, what's the alter-
native? Hydragen? 1 think not. You might as well
suggest that we heat our homes and power our cars
with batteries and flywheels. We'll nced energy
soUrCes, not carciers.

Some enthusiasts acknowledge that hydrogen is

Energy, a rionprofit organization
dedicated to helping commnnities
regain energy self-reliance.
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State Land Office & the NM Wind Center tontied fom page 1)

rencwable energy and the related technolagies into
the lives of every New Mexican. We have the capac-
ity to provide our ncighbors 2 never-ending
supply of energy generated from wind, sun and
organic biomass. The economic and eavironmental
viability of our world depends upon this.

For more information, please contact the
Commissioner'’s affice in Santa Fe (827-5760).

—Patrick H. Lyons
Contmtissioner of Public Lands
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America’s Original Auto Fuel Can’t Be Kept Secret Any Longer

without petroleun fuels. Henry Ford designed

a car in 1880 to run solely on zn alcohol fuct
called ethanel. His first mass-produced car—the
Model T—<ould eperate on cither ethanol or gaso-
line. In the 18905, Rudolf Dhesel, the inventor of
the more efficient dicsel engine, wanted to empower
facmers by affording them a non-petroleum option,

I t the beginning, cars and trucks did just fine

50 he built his engine to run on hemp and peanur oil,

“Biofucls” have been available, and we've been
using them, for years. Instead of bursing in a couple
of hundred years fossil fuels thar toole 100 million
years to create, we can make our
transporsation fuels fram today’s
solar inputs and what we might
ordinarily consider “waste prod-
ucts.” Biofuel preduction:

* occurs domestically,
* supports rurat American
communicies, and
* recycles materials we usually pay to get rid of,
Furshezmore, praduction and combustion of biofiels
results in a drmatic reduction in environmental
damage, pollution, and related health impacts.

B iofuels are stored solar energy derived from plant
and animal matter. The two most commonly in
use today ate cthanel and biediesel.

Unlike humans, gasoline engines run very well on
alcchal. Echanol has a long and proven track record
as an automobile fucl. [t blends picely with gasoline,
and irs high octane rating helps the fuel 1o bura
cleaner. Americans have driven more than two til-
lion miles en cthanol-blended fuels since 1979, and
cthanol-gasoline blends weze about 9% of total
gasoline sales in the United States last year.

All American and forcign car manufaceure
ranty the use of properly biended cthanei gasohnc
fuels for all auromobiles in Morth America. GM has
approved ethanol use in its vehicles since 1990,
Chsysler since 1991, and Ford since 1993,

Brazil is the world's largest user of ethanol as an
automobile fuel; 159 of it's cars run on pure ethanol
{E100), all the rest use 2096 ethanol (E20}. Brazil
chase to comtit to ethanel because:

» it has a great ethanol source—sugar cane, and
» it wanted to reduce its dependency on foreign
oil. (Is there a message for us hete?)

Any gasoline vehiele in the United Scates can use
a mixture of 10% cthanol/90% gaseline (E10) right
now, but we can do much begter. Nearly three mil-
lion cars on ULS. roads taday are capable of refucling
with a blend of 85% ethanel/15% gasoline (E85).
Chrysler, Dedge, Ford, GM, Isuzu, 2nd Mazda make
18 different models of cars, trucks, and SUWVs that
can use any cambination of gasolinc and cthanol up
ta E85. Such vehicles are calied “dual fuel” or “flex-
ible fizel” vehicles (FFV), and they cost no more than
regular modelst Check your own fucl-tark door 20
see if you can usc an ethanol-rich blend; you may
actually be driving an FFV and not know it.

For a complete fisting of FEVs and refueling sta-
tions in the United States, see the National Etharol
Coalition web site fwwive85fuel.com).
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E[hanol can be made from almost any agriculture
product from which starch is derived {£,g., sugar
cane, so, sorghum, wheat, cheese by-products, cotn,
Milo). The vast majority of domestic cthanol is made
from corn--indeed, the income of many hundreds
of mid-western American farmers cores from cern-
wo-cthanol production. A production Reility here in
Portales, New Mexico makes 15 million gallons of
cthanol per year from Milo. Exhanol alse can also be
made from wood chips, sawdust, recycled cardboard,
and small-diameter forest thinnings removed as a
fire-reduction strategy.

“All American and foreign car manufacturers
warranty the use of properly blended ethanol-gasoline fuels
for all autemobiles in North America.”

Ethanol is non-toxic, water seluble, biodegradable
and renewabie, It is also nearly carben neutral—thaz
is, the carbon released from cthanal combustion is
recaprured when new plants are grown te reproduce
mere ethanol. (Only the fossit fuel that’s used in the
production process is not recaptured.) Combustion
of fossil fuels, on the other hand, creates a big loop-
hole in the natural carbon cycle by releasing carbon
that nature locked away cons ago withour providing
away to reabsorb the newly-rcleased carbon. Thus,
the use of carbon-neutzal ethanol stows the pace of
global warming. Furthermore, E85 ermnits 50% less
harmfui exhaust than gasoline.

A number of federal and private studies conclude
that corn-ta-cthanol production stores 38% more
cncrgy t}mn ic uses, Gasolmc, on the other hand

accordmg te USDA resc'zrch‘ };350 18 gallong of
water zre used to refine one gallon of gasoline; warter
used in cehanol production depends on process used,
ranging from zer0 1o the gasoline equivalent.

Because a gallon of ¢thancl conming only 70% as. .
much enetgy as a gallon of gasoline, the ranpge :
FEV may be reduced by 15%6-30%6. A vehicle will
however, pesform beteer on ethanol than on gasoline
(EB5 has an octane sating of 06-110).

£85 prices are competitive with regular-grade
gasoline. It's true that ethanol benefiss from large
government subsidies in the form of tax credits, and
ULS. car companies use FFV guotas to enable them
to produce greater numbers of SUVs. Bur interna-
tional oil companies also benefit from massive gov-
crnment subsidies, not to mention defense spendiag,
while endangering public health, the eavitonment,
and the future of democracy.

he other common biofuel is biodiesel. Any

diesel vehicle can usc a blend of 209 biodtesel/
80% petroleum diesel {B20) withaut madification.
Posi-1994 diesels can use higher blends (up to B100)
in warm weather, or with a fuel-heating system.

Biodiesel is made from a wide variety of plant oils,
animal fars, and used cooking oils. [n New Mexico,
peanuts, pecans, Jojoba beans, castor beans, and
mussard seed could be grown for biediesel produc-
rion. And diesel érivers may soon find themselves
cruising on Jast week’s taco or French fey oil.

Biodiesel is mote efficient to preduce than echanol;
soy-based biediesel has a positive energy balance of
3:1—that is, its combustion provides threc times as
much energy as is required to convert it to fuel in the
first place.

The performance of biediesel is similar to that of
perrolenm diesel. Biodiescl blends are competitive
with other zlternative fuels on a life-cycle basis, in
part because they can extend engine life. When using
100%b biodiesel {(B100), carcinogenic air texins are

reduced by 75-90%%, particulate matter by §4%, and
catbon dioxide by 7895 as compared to standard
diesel fuel. Biodicsel is also sulfur-free, eliminating
the need for expensive exhaust caralysts. Biodiesel is
the only alternative fusel to have passed the rigorous
health-effects wsting of the Clean Air Act. All flects
and buses conld run on biedicsel, as health studies
have shawn that children and drivers riding in school
buses, and commuters on diesel buses, are subjected
daily to dangerous levels of respiratory toxins.

Like cthanol, biodiesel is available in a varicry of
blends, B20 (20% bio-diesel) being the most com-
mon. It is generally priced abour
10-20 cents mare per gallen than
regular diesel.

A 1 active “biofuels movement” is
ourishing in the Uniced States,
and each month, more facilities are
being added. About 250 ES5 laca-
tions exist nationwide, most in the Midwest. Colo-
rado has nine E85 stations, but bio-dicse! zefucling
locations are almost norexistent in the Seuthwest,

Albquerque has two E85 and biodiesel refucling

locations:

* a public station at First and Mounmain,
near the Convention Center; and

* a non-public scation ac Sandia National
Laboratory.

Renewable Energy Partners of New Mexico (RED),

a nen-profit organization:

» will open the first E85 firel pump in Sanca Fe
at the new Herseman's Haven (4354 Cerrillos
Road, berween Via Linda Mali and San Fe
Auto Park), in mid July; :

* is planning ro install a second E85. fuct. pump

siand a biodicsel facilitynear downtown «

Santa Fe later this summer:

¢ is planning to install a biodiescl facility in
Santa Fe this summer; and .

* has assisted Los Alamos National Lab a.mi
- ;Bandetier National Monument to inscall
E85 and biodiesel fueling facilises.

nnn on blofucls cmissions, station

New Mcxicos Encrgy, Mingrals and ntural .
Resources Department would like to see’biodicsel
and etharol refucling stations in at least five loca- -
tions around the state within the year. The depact-
ment has helped various non-profic groups sccure
grants to purchase anks, dispensers, and other
equipment. Individuals in Thos and Abiquiu ace
acquiring bulk-storage biodiesel ranks. The biofucls
infrastrucrure could expand rapidly, if petroleum
retailers would dedicate an existing tank or install
new tanks for biofucls.

That's zbout consumption—but New Mexico
could casily assume a leadetship position as a biofucls
producer. We have abundant municipal solid wasze,
manure, animal renderings, used vegetable oil from
restaurants, forest-waste marerials, and crops thac
could be used to make ethanol and biodieset avail-
abile at costs highly competitive with today’s
petraleum fuels.

We must strongly oppose additional ol and gas
drilling, and lobby for increased fuel-efficiency
standards. But we must zlse propose a practical,
affordable alternative to continued use of fossil fucls
for transperation putposes. Biofucls offer us an
immediate alternative with considerable environ-
mental, ceonomic, and health benefits,

For mote information, contact Charles Bensinger,
at Renewable Energy Parners (989-4750; newworld
@ﬁmcwindow.cnm; www.rencwnblccncrgypartncrs.
org).

—Charles Bensinger
© June 2003
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Surface Vs. Subsurface Rights—The West's Emerging Conflict

( ': onflicts over resources have always plagued
the West. White settlers foughe Nasive
Americans for the land and its treasures,

cattlemen fought homesteaders for water and grass,

ciies foughr agricultural users for water. We still live
with the traces of those conllicts, And now, as the

West becomes mare urbanized, Jandowners are fight-

ing gas and oil companies over whose rights to the

same land are dominant.

People from areas outside of the West usually don'
knaw that mineral rights—what's beneath the sur-
face—can be severed fram surface rights and sold or
leascd as separate property. For years, case law and
statuces established the predeminance of the mineral
cstare over the sucface estate—in other words, the
mineral owner’s subsusface rights trump those of the
surface owner. A gas developer who leases the subsur-
face rights to your land (the mincral lessee) has the
right ta enter your property and drill a gas weli to
profit from his property right.

Until recendy, this division of righes didu't cause
much hardship, and western courts applied the
“accommodation rute” to mollify surface owners—
under which, the mineral developer must do the
least damage possible to the surface owner. But
the situation has changed:

* as population has increased in the West,
especially in ateas such as the San Juan Basin
{where New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and
Arizona come together);s

« as incentives to develop coal-bed methane
have increased; and

* a5 natural gas sources and supplies and
have dwindled.

As older fields decline, more cffort is requited to
recover the resource. More wells are drilled, and
more compressors are needed to lift the gas—which
results in more noise, more pipelines, more traffic,

Lawsuit Against San Juan Power Plant
Alleges 60,000 Air-quality Violations

n May 2002, Sierra Club and The Grand Can
I yon Trust filed a lawsuit against New Mexico’s

principal utilicy, PNM, zlleging violations of the
Clean Air Act at the San Juan power plant (San Juar)
in northwest New Mexico, Air pollution from San
Juan, a 1,600 megawate coal-fired power plant that
does not employ up-ta-dace pollusion coatrol equip-
ment, regularly sullies the skies of the Four Corners
region. San Juan supplics power principally to New
Mexico, Arizona, Urah, and southern California.

San Juan pumps thousands of tons of pollution

into the air cvery year.

+ In 2001, San Juan emitted into the aic of the
Four Corners area 28,414 tons of nitrogen
oxides—roughly equivalent to the annual aitro-
gen oxide emissions from §,386,049 passenger
cars~and 21,320 tons of sulfur dioxide. These
wwo pollutants and other pardiculate matter:

- can all cause adverse health and envizon-
mental impacts, and
— can react with other chemicals to form
visibiisy-impatring nitric acid and
sulfate particles.
According 1o a January 2002 report from the
State of Colorado, sulfate is the largest con-
tribusor to visibility impairment ac Mesa Verde
National Park, in the Four Corners region in
southwestetn Colorado,

» San Juan dischazges more than 1,600 pounds
of mercury into the air of the Four Corners
every yeac
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and more disruprion. Meanwhile, more people are
occupying areas where gas wells are prolifesating, cre-
ating a classic western conflict among resource users.
Ranchers watch access roads, pipeline corridors, and
well pads damage their soils, carve away ar their
grass, spread noxious weeds, and increase erasion.
They sce cows and wildlife dic from drinking out of
unfenced well pits or from ethylene glycol spills en
the well pads. Urban homesteaders, who built their
dream home on 20 acres in the San fuan Basin, may
end up sharing their ploc with a gas well or 1,000-
horsepowet compressor. fn La Plata County, Cole-
rado (including the Duranga arca), a county-funded
study found thar homeowners can expect to ger 22%
less for their property if it has a gas well on it

Gas companies usually try to obtain a sucface-use
agreement with the land owner, but they are not
required to da so. State oil 2nd grs boards often sug-
gest that companies make a good faith effort to reach
an agreement with land owners, §f no agreement is
reached, however, the company can post a minimal
bond and proceed with the well. This imbalance
amang property tights leaves the suface owner in
a weak bargaining position.

In December 2002, New Mexico tanchess in <he
Aztec and Blanco areas, caused an carthquake across
the West when they locked gates on their private
lands 1o restrict access by the gas companies. Indus-
tey officials accused them of "grandstanding” and
exaggetating the problems, but the ranchers were just
asserting their rights. They were balancing the scale,
shaking up the statns guo in the gas patch, insisting
thae the companies to strike a fair agreement. As
Blanco rancher Chris Velasquez puss it, “After we
locked the gates, it kind of clipped their wings.

They were really going witd before that.”

But the conflicts are bound to increase, as the Buskh

Administration pushes for more gas drilling in the

(photo by Marsy Peale)

West and shows no interest in protecting the rights
of sucface ownets.

For more informatien, contact Alan Rolston ac the
Souchwest Citizens Alliance in Durango, CO (505/
360-8994; arolston@frontier.ner).

—Alan Rabston

» Meanwhile, the Colorado Division of Wildlife
has issued mercury-contaminacion fishing
advisories for both the MePhee and Narraguin-
nep reservoirs in southeast Colorade, near the
Four Corners arez. San Juan is a suspected
source of mezcury in these reservoirs.

+ The State of New Mexico has also issued fish-
cansumption advisories for the waters near the
San Juan power plane, including:

— the San Juan River,
— the Lake Farmington Reservoi, and
—the Navajo Reservoir.

The Sierra Club case alleges that:

+ PNM has violated its epacity {plume density)
limit more than 68,000 simes at San Juan; and

* PNM is operating San Juan Units 3 and 4
withous a required “prevension of significant
deterioration” (PSD) permir.

In May of this year, the Court granted Sietra Club
standing to bring its actien against PNM, based on
the compelling testimony of Sierra Club members
in the area who have been injured by the excessive
emisstons of air pollution from Szt Juan.

The case is scheduled for trial on 4 August 2003,
although PNM has filed a mation asking it be
moved to September to accommodate the birthday
party of one of its many fawyess.

For morc information, contact Susan Martin in
Sanca Fe (988-5206; smastin3 1@worldnerate.nct),
or Mary Wiper in Albuquerque (243-776; mary.
wiper@sierraclub.org).

O:i & Gas

" gathezig more dnn 25'a¢
__thc state 1o dlscuss mi and | gas pmblcms and :

—Marty Peale
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San Juan County Nearly Failing Air-quality Standards for Ozone

t a public meeting in Farmington, New
AMcxjco in April 2002, the New Mexico

Environment Departinent’s Air Guality
Burean staff advised San Juan County residents that
the area is near “nonattainment” status for ozone.*
The county assessment was based on ozene monitor-
ing results from San Juan Basin monitoring statiens
located near Kirtland and in Bloomficld. The ozone
concentrations found in San Jean County were
described as being among the highest in the state
and higher than the concentrations found in Albu-
querque during the summer months, refisting the
widespread belief that ozone is & problem limited
0 highly populated urban areas.

According 1o the Environmental Proteciion
Agency (EPA), ozone is 2 gas that is usually nor emit-
ted directly into the air; rather, it forms as x resule of
a chemical reaction between nitrogen oxides (NO,)
ard velatile organic compounds {VOCs)
in the presence of sunlight and heat. The
NO_ and VOUs arc termed the “precur-
sors” of ozone. Ozone levels typically sisc
benween May and October when there is
more sun and higher remperatures, Stag-
nant atmospheric conditions appear to
centribute to higher levels of ozone. The
EPA states that ozone is the main compo-
nent of smog.

It is important to distinguish between “goed” and
“bad” ozene. Both “good” and "bad” vzene accur
in the earth’s atmosphere, and they have the same
chemical structure, “Good” ezane occurs in the
upper atmosphere where it protects us from the sun’s
ultraviolet rays. “Bad” or “ground-level” ozone harms
human health, vegetation, and many common
mazesials, according o the EPA, )

Ozone can initdte your respiratory systemfasd
reduce lung function, according to the EPA. Lt can
exacerbate asthma and chronic lung diseases; ozone
can inflame and damage cells that line your lungs.
Preliminary findings in work done with thesus
monkeys at the Regional Primate Rescarch Center,
University of Cafifornia—Davis suggest that ozone
adversely affects lung development and may actually
cause asthma,** According to rerired public health
physician Ds. B. Braoks Taylor, MD, MPH, recent
medical research shows that ozone negatively impacts
health ar levels much lower than the national
standard.

Many groups of peaple are at risk from ground-
level ozone as seported by the EPA:
active chitdren, because they spend a lov of
time outdoots in the summer, and because
they are more likely to have 2sthma;
active adults, who are engaged in
vigorous work or exercise outdoors;
people with existing asthma or other
respiratory diseases, who cxperience the nega-
tive health effects of ozone earlier and at bower
ozone levels than less sensitive people; and
even some healthy people, who experience
the negasive effects of ozane at lower levels
of activity and at lower ozone levels than
the average person.

Ground-level ozone negatively impacts plants,
impairing their ability to make and store foed and
making them more susceptible to drought, disease,
and other stressars. Ozone damages leaves, spoiling
the appearance of trees and other plants in'cities and
parks. Ozone can have a negative impact on crop

* The national Environmental Protection Agency sian-
~ dard is 0,08 parts per million (ppm}, averaged over an
cigth-hour period, based on the fourth-highest reading
per year, averaged over three years.

** See cwwwenichs.nih.govfoe/news/davisozo. hitm>.
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and timber yiclds, and increases these plants’
susccptibility to disease, insects, znd other stressors.

hile many local residents view power plants

as major polluters, oil and gas facilities ate
actually the major sources of VQCs in the region
{see box), according to information presented by
the New Mexico Air Quality Bureau during its
April 2002 public meeting.

The negative impact of existing and future oil and
gas activity on zir quality is of great concern to many
county citizens. An example of existing industry
emissions is found in a lester that El Paso Natural
Gas, Blanco Compressor Station, was requited to
sead to landowners within a half-mike of the facility,
advising them that there will be approximarely
3189.2 tonsfyear of NOx and 106 wonsfycar of
VOC emissions.

“Non-attainment status triggers a requirement
that industry use the best available technology....
[We) arque that industry should be required to use

the best available technology at all times.”

Sources of NOX in
Northwestern NM*

Source of Nitrons Oxides tonslyear
Electric power generation 86,715_ )
. . N 3,934
Vehicl 9,803
Other sources 1,585

* Newexico fin Quality Burcau (wwlu mmm'.rm::
nn. m.":quﬂprqrmlOzom fm;m'J y

praposing the construction of another coal-buzring
power plart in the next fow years southwest of
Farmington, and the City of Farmington is adding
its Bluffview Power Plant, which wil use 2 natural-
gas-fired turbine, a heat-recovery steam generatos,
and assaciated cooling tower, Estimated emissions
will be 99 tens/year of NO, and 35 tonsfycar of
VOCs, according to the Legal Notice for 2 Prelimi-
nary Determination for an Air Quality Permit,

10 March 2003.

hile many environmentalists support the

development and use of afternative energy
sources as a means to reduce air pollution, much
resistance prevails ameng the cxisting power provid-
ers, [n the Farmington Utility Syscem's 2002 Annual
Report, the Cicy of Farmingten negates the potential
of wind power, citing the large amount of land
required, the stated lack of the required
sustained winds, and wind fluctuation.
The repart also negates the porential of
sofar facilities, citing monthly fluctuation,
zoning laws that restrict access, and the
need of a solutior for energy storage. The
city says both renewable sources would re-
quire a heavy reliance on traditional en-
ergy sources as backups. In conteast,
locals supporting the use of renewable en-
crgy are censidering a campaign to get the city to in-
clude rerewable energy in its planning,

Some members of industry claim thar biogenic
sources of YOUs, those from vegetation, may be
significant contributors of this pollutant, Local
environmentalists, however, believe the contribution
from these sources will prove insignificant. Industry

- has also raised the possibility that atmaspheric trans-
‘port brings ozone to the arca frem other parts of the
eouncry {eg, California). Local envitormentalises,
however, beligye that local sources of ozone precur-
sots, based upon the permirted-source daw, aresuffi- ...
cient to account for the detected levels of bzone in®

the region,

Sources of VOCs in
Northwestern NM*

Source of Nitrous Oxides tonslyear
Oil and gas facilities 2,840
Vehicles 7,516
Electric pawer generation 653
Qrther sources 490

* New Mexico Air Quality Bureau

More than 10,000 {some say 12,500) new wells are
proposed for the next 20 years—many of thetn coal-
bed methane with their additional wetlhead com-
prassors and compressor stations—on Burean of
Land Management land in the area governed by the
Parmington Field Office. An examplc of what the
futere holds is found in 2 2 Aprit 2003 aic-permic
application by SG Intezests (in the Legals of the local
paper), which shows 39.5 tons/year of NO, and 76.8
tonsfyear of VOCs as a worst-case facility emissions
for only ten proposed coal-bed methane wells. An
August 2002 public notice of an air-quality operat-
ing permit for the Hare Canyon Compressor Station
locared a few miles from Azrec shows cstimated
maximum emissions of 116 tons/year of NO, and
33.2 tonsfyear of YOCs.

Electric power gencration is the major source of
NO, in northwestesn New Mexico, with emissions
of 86 715 tonsfyear according to New Mexico Air
Quality Bureau figures (sec box}, The Navajo tribe is

ers Ozone Task Force has fermed
dAressihe "mblcm Mectings azc open 10
the public. c representaiives from
mdustry, city and county gov:mmr.nts, the commu-
niry, eavironmental groups, the National Forest Sec-
vice, and Mesa Verde National Park, In December
2002, the cities of Bloomficld, Aztec, and Farming-
ton, and San Juan County signed an Ealy Action
Cormpact that established deadlines for finding ways:

* to reduce ozone and

* to avoid reaching nenattainment starus

for ozone.

The state Air Qualicy Bureau touted the compact as
a way to avoid the preater expense and hardship that
would likely occur if the area does nothing and dete-
riorates to nonattainment status. Non-attainment
status triggers a requirement that industry use the
best available technology. Members of the environ-
menral community, however, atgue that induscry
should be required to use the best available
technology at all times.

The text of the Easly Action Compact is available
via Internet (wwaw.nmenv.state.nm.usf), Also avail-
able is a list of non-binding, potential ozone-control
strategics that will be submiteed for EPA approval.
Environmemalists had concerns thar tac many of the
strategies rargeted vehicle owners while making licde
mention of possible industry strategics. In response,
the Air Quality Bureau staff requested additional
supgestions and has included some of these in a
revised listing,

(contirtued o1 pige 13)
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Saving Money and the Planet Through Energy Efficiency at Home

he looming natural gas crisis, in combina-

tion with the severizy of global warming,

has made it imperative for us 1o reduce our
dependence on fossit fucls, The most cost-cffective
approach is energy efficiency. This is not conserva-
tion, which means turning down your thezmostat
and wearing a sweater In a cold house. Enerpy effi-
ciency zllows you to be warm and toasty throughout
the home, while using much less encegy.

A simple znalogy is @ bucket. The bucleet is the
house. You try to fill the bucker with warter, which is
heat, and it’s very casy if the bucket has nio holes.
You fill it one time and it stays fulf, If the bucket is
full of holes, heat must be constantly pumped into
the house to male up for the constant leakage. In
most homes, there are hundreds of holes. Windows
and doors are obvious, buz many others thart affect
the performance even mare severely are hidden. If
all the heles in the heme were plugged, the udlity
bill—and the global warming impact of that
home—would be zero.

Ar Althouse, Ine. we utilize an approach common
in ather countrics called “Building Science” ar
“house dactoring”—the study of how air, heat, and
moisture in a building interact with people and the
building’s parts. Buildirg Science treats a home as
a livingfworking system and looks at health, safery,
comfort, durability, cncrgy efficiency; and sustain-
ability.

‘Te protect you from natural gas price gouging,
we offer the following tips:

* First, be sure thac infileracion, or actual air
leakage, is limited. This includes caulking,
weather stripping, sealing hearing ducr leaks,
and eliminaring all ather air pathways ouz of
the hame.

Once izfiltration is limited, then insulation is
the next step. Preparing the house to be insu-
lated is as important as the insulation itself.
“Thermal by-pass” oceurs when heat can go
atound or through insulation like it doesn’t
exist. Thermal by-pass is common wherever
there is a break in plare of the interior surface
of the home, Brezks in plane occur where wall
meets ceiling, wall meees wall, wall meets
buile-ir: fireplace or banco, and mosr severely,
where twa rooms with different ceiting heights
adjoin. Befare installing insulation, efiminate
thermal by-pass by inszalling air blocking ac all
breaks in planc.

Insulation must not enly be thick encugh to
achieve the fequired insafation value, but must
also be free of gaps, voids, and compression,
which severely degrade performance. It is
almest impossible 1o install 4 typical conven-
tional fiberglass batt insulation thac is com-
pletely free of voids and gaps. Batt insulation is
a square peg and every space in the walls and
ceiling of the home are round holes. Blown-in
ype insulation uses the house as a mold to
complesely eliminate all voids and gaps,

including behind outless, wiring, pipes, and
unusual framing derails,

Once the envelope of the home has been
addressed, additional major improvement can
be achieved by installing ulta-high-cfficiency
heating equipment andfor switching to alter-
native fuel souzces like biomass or solar. The
cost of alternative heating systcms can be
greatly reduced by the improvements in the
efficiency of the eavelope; if the heat require-
men is cut in half, the cost of the alternasive
heasing system is cut in half.

Alhough fixing existing homes can be costly and
time consuming, it is very casy and inexpensive to
implement Building Science in new construction.

Althouse Inc., by being involved during construc-
tion, has been able to certify hundreds of hames to
meet the EPA Energy Star homes program.
Althouse, Inc. guarantecs the energy consumption
of these homes to be at Jeast 309 less than the
building code requires. Cuts of up to 70% are
possible if energy efficiency is a priosity duting the
design of the home, The average home emiss twvice
as much annual carbon dioxide as a car, so proper
hame design can cut global warming more than
climinating your car!

For more information, contact Bill Althouse ac
Althouse, Ine. in Santa Fe (469-7480; althouse@
carthlink.net; www.althouse.biz).

—Bill Althonse

Things You Can Do to Save Energy and Keep Your Home Warm.

et’s start with a pretry oypical 1,400-square-
foor,two-story house that:

« meets basic cutrent thermal codes {R-19 walls,
R-38 ceiling);

¢ has old double-pane windows en the south
side, some east and west, and just a couple
to the north; but

* isn't really very airtight.

This typical house [oses its heat as foilows:

* 36% through irs windows,

* 3495 by air leaking through seams,

= 19% through its walls,

* 49% through its ceiling/roof,

* 4£9% through its dooss, and

* 3% through its foundation.

Pajarito on Feds’ Covert War ¢one fom pege 13}

1 haven't done very well on my investmenss since
1999, to put it mildly. Many of you are probably in
the same-boat. The energy companies, on the other
hand, invested much more cannily during the 2000
election, even as the long bear stock market was
beginning portfolio contraction for the rest of us.

—Abe Jecobsan

Forest fssuee Chair

Pajarite Group of the Sierra Club
This article first appearcd as an op-ed
i the Pajarito Monitor
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This home uses 70 million bru (mbtu)/year. Here
are savings we can expect if we make the following
improvements:

* .14 mbtu, if we install the best windows
available (R-3.1);

+ 5.85 mbr, if we insulate walls to R-38;

* £2.38 mbr, if we insulate walls o
R-38 and add lots of indoor mass; and

* 19.5 mbtu, if we improve air tightness
significantly.

Average domestic hot water heaters, waste more
heat up the chimney than they put into the water!
We can save:

+ 19 mbru by replacing an average hot-water
heater with ene that is 9595 efficient; and

= 24.2 mbtuy, by doing the same with the average
heating system.

Fyour house is #orup to current standards,

you can save:

* 44 mbtu by bringing unirsulated adobe walls
(R-4) up to R-19;

* 15 mbeu by bringing your ceiling from

" R-19 o R-38;

+ 18 mbtu by replacing single-pane
windows with cheap double-panc windows;

* 4.5 mbtu each, by replacing an old fridge
or freezer with a new efficient model
(upgrading o0 a Sunfrost can save an
additional 1.3 mbt); and

* 8.7 mbtu by installing exclusively flourescent
lighsing.

w—Carl Rosenberg
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Chihuahuan Grasslands Alliance Forms to Preserve the Past and
Protect the Future

riving through the Nurr Grasslands in the

Chihuahuan Desert of soushwestern Mew

Mexico, one wonders if, wichout power
lines and the paved two-lane highway, the landscape
looks any different than it did 2 hundred years ago.
According te the old timets in the area, in a year of
average rain, the grass has been “stirrup high.” Dur-
ing time of sustained droughr, the grass is shorter but
remains the constant, prcvailing fearure of the land.

The Nurr Grasslands are unique; chey are one of

the few remaining areas ofpnsnnc geasslands not yet
spoiled by invading mesquite and other shrubs,
which etcate an inhaospitable environment for wild-
life, as well as livestock. Thc land hosts:a number of ..
wildlife species including migratory gmssland soig-
birds, hawics, Golden cagles, Whitetail kites, Prairie®

falcons, and the cnd:mgcrcd Aplomado faleon, Ante-

lopc, mule decs, elk, coaris, and box twrtles also five
in the Nutt Grésslands These grasslands comprise
some 2{}0 000 a¢zes of state, Bureau of Lind Man-"
agément (BLM), and private land on both sides of
New Mexico Highway 27 from Hiilshoro in er:rm
County and cxtgndmg south into. Luna County -
Embtce Hale, Tr. has hvcd thé Hillshots® arca fu_
mité than 60 years. His Family has been here since
the mid 1920s. He mbers talkiii to one of t.hc
aréas’ mossproiitinent ranchers sbout gmslands
ran “He told me thav che land was 36'frigile

went out to tend his cartle, He said if you did, you'd
make a rut and the ruz would become an arrayo and
pretzy soon youd have nothing bur deep cuts zll over

your land.

¢ “be impacied,”

leases on state fand §
- BLM has failed to ‘provided o site- speaﬁc caviton.
¢ nover drove on' the satis frack twice when he

In nerthwestern New Mexico, San Juan im

County ranchezs have been forced to lieerally lock
the gates to their private fand to prevent further
destruction of their property and cattle by the gas
industry. Environmentalists and ranchers, so ofien
at odds, have joined tegether to fight chis bacde
in court.

The beauty of Chihuahuan Nett Grasslands, as
well as its value as a habitat for multiple specics, is
currently being threatened by proposcd oil and gas
development under the BLM Resource Plan
Amendmene. Highway 27, which is a BLM Scenic
Byway, ateracts bundreds of rourists a year, Visitors
to this tegion are rewarded with, nat only eye-pleas-
ing vistas, bue also  sense of the history that has

». been made on.this land, The Mormon Battalion

crossed hete o its w:'qf to California, 2nd one can
walk through the rematns of old Fort Cummings.
Ol and gas development has an immediate § smpact
on the aesthetic value of any landscape. Pipclines,

*ywaste porids; ~yeells, and roads would alter the grass-:

land vista: 1€ tourism Weére' affected, s it suzely would
be, businesses in small towns hkc H;llsboro would

"BLM has offered patcels oftand for salc t0 cnergy

‘companics, including Kansas-based impcnai 0il

Prapetties, which has already purchased oil and gas
outhwestern New, Mexico.

mensal i impact statctacat for its resource managcv-

menz plan, in violation of the National

Environmenral I’oilcy Act (NEPA).

Wich BLM upcmng up oil and g4 lcascs on mil-
£, th

The envirorncntal consequences of vnregulated oil and gas development on these rare
and pristine grasslands conld alter forever a fragil fandseape that is still considered one

dr in the Chitah

of the best

3

desert (phote by B. Pearlman).

Alliance (NMWA) and Siy
Island Alliance (SIA} h:wc

black. A few years'ap
NMWA began to inventory
public wild lands suitable for
wilderness study areas
and wilderness designation.
Chihuahuan Grasstands Alli-
ance (CGA), 2 community
action group from the Hills-
bore/Lake Valley area, formed
in response to propased oil
and gas development. Witk
support from the Rie Grande
Chaprer of the Sierra Club,
CGA is working for the preser-
vation and protection of the
local grasslands. Curzently,
CGA is monitoring BLM

actions. Their position is that the BEM must be held
accountable for the environmental impacr. that oil
and gas development will have on this vulnerable
grassland area.

David Farrell, Chairman of CGA, szys that the
BLM decision te open sale parcels of fand withour
a comprehensive, site-specific environmental impace
statement is a vielation of the National Envirermen-
tal Policy Act, “NEPA requires public involvement
and input when proposing lease sales on public land.
We are the public, and we have not'been norified of
the opening of sensitive areas for development,”
said Fasrell.

CGA,a coalition of rc51dcnts and ranchers,
maintains that, while oil and gas development in

* New Mexico is 2 reality, development must be cur-
. tailed and that the BEM must folfow cnvironmental

regulations or risk being taken to court. CGA is
concerned that the BLM has bowed to pressure fram

) Imcnor Sccrc[ary Gale Norton and the Bush Admin-

*streamline the process,” a phrasc justify-
ing the f mination of envirormengal laws and
:cgulatzuns such as NEPA. Farzell says that, “CGA
is mobilizing t make sure these laws are upheld, as

" well 25 supperting the protection and preservation
#“of areas in the Nutt Grasslands Complex deemed

eligible for wildecness study.” While no decision has

" been‘iadé coricerning legal action, Western' Envi-

ronmental Law Cenrer and GGA will continue 10
closely monitor BLM actions in this cage.

‘overnment apencies that are ostensibly serving
tchdops over private induseryare ander
‘o iterpret rcguiauons in a manner favor-
able to enczgy corparations with political tics to the
current administration. Investments in renewahle. -
energy can create more jobs'than similar § investments
in oiland gas production. We need to develop

. strategies tha will:

mvolvcithc Ammca.n pubilc in energy-efficient

: Ty Sources as one
way to protect:wilderness wnldhfc Whl]l:
supplying our energy needs. :
CGA believes thar, for future gcncranons, sorc an:as
must be off limits to development. The natural and
cufrural inheritance of the Nutt Grasslands should
remain protected.

For merc informarion, contact CGA Chairman
David Farrell in Hillshoro (895-3352; dafarrelli@
hormail.com).

—fan Haley
Vice Chair, Chilahuan Grasslands Alliance

Ozone (mr:ffnurdﬁmupagr i1)

he Air Quality Bureau continues to monitor
air quality ac the substations near Kirtland and
Bloomficld, and is using passive ozone monitors
throughout the county. The New Mexico State
Legislature approved $200,000 funding for this year
and 2004; $153,000 from EPA will fund the science
that the Bureau needs. The Burcan has also hired
a coneractor to perform photochemical air-quality
modefing and analysis to determine the causes of
ezone formarion in San Juan Councy.
Members of the San Juan Citizens Alliance are
assisting with passive ozone monitoring in the San
Juan Basin in both New Mexico and Colorado.
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The Community Environrental Health Program
at the University of New Mexico is providing
suppert for this project.

New Mexico’s Department of Health is compiling
statistics for asthma and other respiratory discases ac
San Juan Regional Hospital, the Shiprock hospital,
and possibly other medical facilicies to sec if there is
a correlagion with increasing, ozone levels in the area.

Individuals can take measures to prevent or reduce
their expasute to ozone; negative impacts increase
the longer you ate ourdoors and the more vigorously

you exercise, according to EPA. Plan outdaor setivity |

cacly or late in the day to aveid che times of higher

ozone concentrations. Conserve electricity and plan
your car trips efficiently. Keep vehicles tened and
tires inflated propesly.

Acrivism is key 1o bringing change that will posi-
tively affect the fisture. Air-quatity information for
regional and national environmental protecdon
agencies 15 available onfine. The Four Corners Ozone
"Task Force provides a forum where you may ask
questions or comment. Your elected officials at the
city and county levels need 1o hear your concerns
ard opinions.

For more information, contact Jan Rees in
Bloomfield (632-8335, jrees@acenet.com).

—fanet Rees
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Privatization of Public Lands Flying Beneath the Radar

hese days, it’s hard to decide which barde

to join, as the most anti-environmental

administration in history, aided by a largely
complicie Congtess, works to disfigure our environ-
mental protections and our basic syscem of land
conservation. Even so, the current attack on the
very nature of our public land agencies deserves
everyone’s attention.

Bush and company are moving aggressively to turn
the National Park Service, the Forest Serviee, and
the Bureau of Land Management {BLM) over 1o
corporations, They are:

« replacing most government employees wish
cotporate employees {oussourcing),

+ selling BLM assces to ranchers, and

* turning over management of the national
forests dircctly to the timber indusiry.

As part of a push by Bushls Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) to privarize 425,000 federal
jabs, the administration has begun to replace 11,000
Nasional Park Scrvice employees—uwo-thirds of the
Service—with corporate employees. These include
interpretive rangets, fire-management people, main-

R A

et

tenance, trail crews, entrance-station stafl, and park
scientists. The next time you go to a national park or
menument, you may be greeted by an employce of
Scott’s Lawn Care ot Disney rather than a public
servant in the green and gray. Most likely, a single
corporation— CH2MHili-—will gex the contract
(with no competitive bidding) to manage our
national pasks for profic. In fact, a $5-million
Narional Pzrk Service privatizasion study has already
been awarded withous competition to CH2MHill;
the cost ($3,000/employec to be hired) came directly
out of park budgets.

Right now, the Natianai Park Service operates on a
bare-bones budget. Iis staff is among the lowest paid
in public service, making do with antiquated equip-
mens, shabby offices, and severe personnel shortages.
Because Park work is not commercial by nature, cor-
porate park managers will have to contrive ways to
tnake money from the public and will have no incen-
tive 10 do the mest crirical park work such as pro-
gressive resources management. A century of conser-
vation, tradition, public service, and thousands of
carcers will be destrayed; in its place, we'll have

The Chama River flows through the Carson National Forest upstreant fram Abiquin. The Cayote Ranger Distries adminiseer
this portion of the Carson. I a Jure 19 letter t2 the Washingran Post, New Mexico Congressman Tom Uidall, expressed his

ta the Bush Admini

(o

fon's plins to rransfer twa-thisds of farest service jobs to the private sectar: “The effect on

rural communitics such as Cayote, New Mexico, where six out of severs fobs—all but the district ranger—are to be cortracted
ouat, will be enarmons, The effect on an agency tasked with ‘caring for the land and serving the people’ will be disastrons.™

Udall wrote (warercolor by Marsy Peale).

an onstaugh of mediocrity and commercialism
in the very places we go to escape comumnercialism.

Meanwhile, both the Forese Service and the BLM
also face “outsourcing”—replacement of civil ser-
vants with corporate emplayecs, For example, Bush
plans to outsource 75% of the Forest Service's
39,000 jobs. Under a coneept called “Stewardship
Contracts,” timber companies will fully manage Jarge
tracts of national forest for up to ten years (and
probably permanently). While the industry wont
own the land (yer), shey will replace the Forest Ser-
vice as managers. Washington is using the forest-fire
ceisis, itself a result of eommercially driven [and
managemens, as the grounds for this privatization
scheme.

Over ar BLM, ranchers will be allowed to own
fences, wells, pipelines, and other “improvements”
on public land that taxpayers paid for aver the pase
century. Thus, for the first time in history, ranchers
will have an ownership stake in land they now use as
a privilege.

Privatization of public lands is well underway,
passing undet the radar of most Americans. Replac-
ing the Nationat Park Service and other pubtic ser-
vice agencics with corporate interests will in no way
serve the public interest. Rather, these initiatives are
driven by radical capiralist ideolegues who abhor
“public” anything and whose concept of free enter-
P[iSE means turning over major govcrnmcm con-~
tracts te big campaign donors with no competition
and no sense of what is being lost.

Members concerned about the loss of public land
agencies to corporate cantrol should contact Senasors
Domenici and Bingaman and our congresspersons
(see contact information, page 3). Tom Udall already
is taking a stron intcrest in the issuc and has joined
with Representative Nancy Pelosi {D-CA) and others

to nrge the niew direcror of OMB't6 end the push i ™

privatize many government functions instituted by
hiis predecessor.

Although the Sierra Club national office is not
working on the privatization issuc (members could
urge them to rake it up), ewo other nattonal groups
are leading the charge—Tublic Employecs for Envi-
ronmenzal Responsibility (nfo@peerorg; www
PEER.org) and the National Parls and Conservation
Association {www.NPCA.org).

For more information, contact Tem Ribe in Santa
Fe {982-4464; teibe@swadventures.com).

—Tom Ribe
former National Park Service employee
Sierra Club member

LANL Building Project Designed to Support Nuclear Proliferation

he Chemical and Meeallusgical Research

(CMR) building at Los Alamos Natienal

Labs (LANL) at Technical Area 3 is the prin-
cipal site whete LANL conduets analytical chemistry
and materials characterization on "speeial nuclear
materials” {7.e., plutonium and highly cariched
uranium).

The fiest CMR building was completed in 1952
and is about 530,000 square fect. During the past
decade, the building has suffered from a serics of
safety problems including a serious explosion in
November 1997, A recene study has concluded thar
it is vulnerable to seismic events. The DOE has sunk
hundreds of millions of dollars inte trying to bring
the building up to code, including remodels to
sccommodate renewed production of nuckear
warhead cores (pits) at a proposcd rate of 80/year.

DOE has revised the original cost estimate down
from $900 million to abour $600 million, adepring
a simultancous design/build approach. Staying
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within this budger seems unlikely, however, as LANL
is infamous for cost aversuns even on fully planned
facilities. Construction is scheduled for 2004,
"The contaminared debris resulcing from
the demolitien of the cxisting CMR building would
be stored at Technical Area 54 (Area G) eratan
offsite commereial facility, according to the
National Nuclear Safery Association (NINSA). The
1999 Site-wide Enviranmental Impact Statement for
LANL states that Atea G will kilely reach capacicy by
2009, but NNSA does not intend 1 write the dis-
posal work plan before 2018. This wark plan shouid
be drafted as soon as possible 1o help identify costs,
and risk to workers, air, and water.
CMR replacement is planned in dircct support of

effors to:

* Fulty modernize the U.S. nuclear

weapans stockpile,
o resume nuclear weapons production, and
+ design new weapons.

Not only are these efforts in contravention to
international treatics in which the United States
unequivocally committed to ful and complete disar-
mament (&g, the 1970 Nonproliferation Treaty),
they will further help to destabilize nuckear weapons
arms control and could lead 1o a new nuclear arms
race. Russia and China, concerned about the intent
of these new U.S. efforts, have already begun to
examine methods to modernize their ewn nuclear
weapons stackpiles.

The Bush Administration seems commisted 5o
stopping nuclear proliferation in countries such as
Iraq and North Korea. Why, then, do its own
actions indicate drat Ametica is starting the next
nuclear arms race?

For mote information, contact Marck Dopphe
in Albuquerque {768-1160; marckdoppke@yzhoo.
com),

—>Mark Dopphke
Conservation Chair, Cemrral Group
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July 18, 19, 20 » Backpack to Rio Grande
Pyramid, San Juan Mountains of southwestern
Colorado—We'll go up to the trailhead near Rio
Grande Reseevoir Friday evening, backpacl up o
a camp on Saturday, znd then de the summic wich-
out backpacks carly morning on Sunday. Back on
Sunday cvening. Call Abe Jacobson (672-9579—
Los Alamos}.

Far niore ontings in the arvea, see Northern Gronp pages.

here wili be no meetings of che Pajasito Group

of the Sicrra Club during July and August. We
will sec you on September 3 for our general meeting
(tentatively scheduled as Trout Unlimited).

he Pajarito Group follows local environmental
and political issues, We invite members to
become involved in areas of personal concern.

Cutthroat Trout Reintroduction—Several agencies
are working on reintoduction of the native cut-
throat trour to the Jemez River; one method
invelves the use of the biocide Fingol to kill com-
peting {and all other) specics. Contact llse Bleck

(662-2368). "

Pit Production—TFive sites have been chosen for Pit
Production Facilicies; one is in: Los Alames (LA).
These facilities will produce pits {eriggering de-~
vices) for up to 450 nuclear weapons per year.
Contact Jody Benson (662-4782).

Pesticides and West Nile Virus—LA County is
formulating plans for mosquico abatemenc 2nd
pesticide usc, specifically for the West Nile virus.
Conract Sharon Scarlete (662-7286). -

Siting of New Landfill-—The LA Landfill will soon
reach its capacity. The ULS. Deparement of Energy
and LA County are working on a niew location.
[.A County is also trying to include issues such as
lifespan, recycling, litter spread, and pollution
prevention. Contact Chuck Pergler (661-6169).

Walmart—Los Alamos Schools and the County arc
negosiating a plan 1o transfer the schools adminis-
tration acea and thus free up the currenc arca for 2
proposed “big box” store (a 140,000-squarc-foot
Walmatt Superstore is proposed}, Contact Jody
Benson regarding this and other sprawl and
development issues (662-4782).

Valles Caldera Preserve—We have members on the
Valles Caldera Coalition, which advises and assists
the Trust on issues of concern and policy with the
Vailes Caldera Preserve. Contact Carole Jacobson
(672-9579).

ur dedicated Webmeister, Matt Heavner, is

moving to Alaska. Thank you, Mars, for your
dedication, yaur eye for design and desail, and for
presenting our information accessibly and aestheti-
cally, We wish you and Carrie alf beauty and gran-
deur, big water, and opea space as you head home,

Jury/Aucust 2003

Feds. Waging Covert War on Wilderness

he Bush Administration is proving to be a

master of tactics: Use “Shock and Awe” and

heavy media coverage when you want your
actions to be scen and feared, by fricnd and foe alike.
Bus use behind-the-scenes, covert special-ops meth-
ads when Americans would oppoese it if they knew
about it. Fox News will blare che first into America’s
living rooms, while we will know litde, if anything,
abour the second.

So it goes with a recent war in April. No, not Irags
rather, the war on America’s public wilderness arcas.
Even as army columns and their embedded reporsers
were openly racing northward through Iraq, a speciat
operation by the Interior Department was covertly
revolutionizing Americas public-lands pelicy, Nota
millisecond of news coverage of this appeared on the
major networks—just as the Bush Intecior Depart-
ment intended. The majority of Americans support
wilderness by wide margins; thus it would be polid-
cally unwise to attack wilderness in the public view,
Better a special op in darkness, and no reparters,
embedded or otherwise.

Whar happened? Let’s go back to some really
ohscure history: The Mining Ace of 1866 had a mi-
nor provision called Revised Statute (RS) 2477. This
provision guaranteed right-of-way for established
counity and state roads across federal lands—any fed-
eral lands (even roday’s Wildernesses and Nasional
Parks). The Act has since been repealed, but RS 2477
lives on in the toolkit of thase who would repeal

: l;ap;gff_?zfr:sm’rqn:ué .
662 2568

James Ware. L

wilderness protection for public lands. James Watt,
Interior Secretary in the Reagan Administration,
clatmed that the presence of long-abandoned wagon
tracks, buiit before the expiration of the Mining Act
of 1866, could justify raking away protection from
those lands today. Ouly a House of Represcatatives
held by the Democrats saved wilderness-prorccted
Jands from the Watt axe,

The policy of James Watt 20 ycars ago, and of the
anti-wiiderness constitzency he galvanized, was
mainly ideological, not cconomic. This has recently
changed. Now there is a wealchy and powerful lobby
for commercial development of wilderness-pratected
lands, This fobby is lining up for payback and is on
the verge of 2 brilliant return on its investment. The
massive financial support of the fossil-fucls industey
(oil, gas, coal) for the Bush-Cheney campaign of
2000 is well documented in Federal Elections Com-
missien records (for cxample, see www.opensecrets.
org.} This fossil-fucls lobby is now reaping 2 hupe
bonanza from their investment.

On 9 April 2003, the [nterior Department
“sereled” Jirigation in which the state of Utah was
claiming thar its historic RS 2477 casements crossed
wilderness study arcas znd thus sheuld invalidare
those areas from wilderness considerarion. In fact,
Interiar was not defending the public fands in this
case, but was colluding with Utah in a Kabuki the-
ater routing, to achieve the long-cherished goal held
by right-wing, anti-wilderness partisans ever since

119 tior agzeed co invalidate

Stiidy Areas CWSAR and Al
other special protections on Department of Interior
public fzsnds, whenever those Jands' special protec-
tions aze challenged on the basis.of RS 2477. The
“serclement” is not limited to Utah, but applics:te =
most BLM land everyshere. The historic easement
could be just = wagen ‘rut obliterated by a century
6l N ter; says the Bush Administation,
these tracks mi iszllow chat land from
further wilderness; or'othe alconsideration. - -
Altogether, this “scutlement” by -effecrively.
disatlows new wilderness designation on 210 million
acres of public land administered by the U.S. Bureau
of Land Management (BLM). In shorr, the “seecle-
mene” is a dagger aimed at out National Monu-
ments, National Parks, and already-designated
Wilderness areas on Deparument of Intesior lands.

Most Americans want to prosect the Wilderness we
have, and keep open the possibility of more. Many
beausifisl areas on BLM lands arc new managed 25
WSAs. This is our nattons way of protecting wilder-
ness-suitable lands from development, so that future
Americans will have the option of having more
officially designated Wilderness, Once developmene
happens on a picce of public fand, including
toadbuilding alone, the possibility of future
Wilderness designation is foreclosed for all time.

Elimination of WSA and similar protections will
immensely benefit the oil, coal, and naturai-gas
industrics, by allowing them to develop more BLM
public fands for mineral extwaction. For example,
even the Grand Staircase—Escalante National Monu-
ment is now ar risk, because its coal-rich Kaiparowits
Plateau has century-old wagon tracks that can be
construed as “county casements” under RS 2477.
Similarly, the natural-gas industry can now move
into W5As like che one protecting Fisher Towers
near Moab, or Desolation Canyon on the Green
River.

(eortrinnied on page 23}
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Tuesday, September 16,7 PM

AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Comumnon Causes

Russell Grider, CEQ of Synergy Resonrce Marketing, progressive
rancher and noted cowboy, will speak on Agriculture and the
Environment, Common Causes, a discussion of how the two
communitics can coliaborate to preserve and restore the natural
resource base on which tiey both depend and defend against
threatening giobal and natjonal trends.

The perceptions of the environmental community about the
agricultural community and vice versa are often based on
misinformation and perceived conflict. Come see and hear what a
real cowboy says about the local, national and international trends
that threaten us all. You may be surprised and enkightened.

All meetings, outings, and activities
are FREE and open to the public.

Membership meetings are held at

(between Galistee and Don Gaspar).

the Unitariant Church 107 W, Barcelona 5t

Tuesday, October 21, 7:00 PM
REWILDING NORTH AMERICA

The indomitable DAVE FORMAN is coming! In his new position
as director of the Rewilding Iastitute, an offshoot of the Wildlands
Project he has been spearheading for some years, he will discuss his
goal of continental conservation (all of North America), and how he
hopes to achieve it. He is writing a book on this topic, to be
published by Island Press in 2004, As you may remember, Dave was
an original member of Earth First! He has been working on
conservation issucs his entire adult life, was a director of the Sierra
Club some years aga, and has written three books: The Lobo
Outback Fureral Home, Confessions of an Eco Warrior, and The Big
Outside He will have copies of Lobo Outhack available for sale and
signing. .

FALL EXECUTIVE COME?I TTEE ELECTION

PLEASE CONTACT any member of the nominating committee -
to voice your interest in running for the Group Excom. Now's your
chanee to play a leading rolc. John Buchser, chair; Lionel Sorocco
and Kay Carlson. (see contact info beiow)

For election information, please refer to the article elsewhere in
this newsletter. The group ¢lection committee members are the
same as those for the chapter.

Northern New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club
621 Olo Santa Fe Trail, Plaza 621, Suite 10, Santa Fe, NM 87505
505 - 9832703

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR

The Northern New Mexico Group Iias been searching for some time
for projeets in which club members can join with others to explore,
protect and rehabititate our small corner of the earth. The Executive
Committee recently approved two projects that meet this criteriz with
the caveat that sufficient volunteer help is recruited to handle the
responsibilities.

One of the projects is working with Santa Fe Watershed Association
to adopt a reach of the Santa Fe River, Yes, we do have a river in
Santa Fe and, yes, it did once flow freely through the heart of the
community. The ultimate goal is to bring the river back to life, and our
role would be to provide regular visits to our reach of the river,
become familizr with its problems and potential and help 1o advocate
for its restoration. WE NEED YOU to participate with us in making this
project a reality. Call me {474-7207) to sign up. (See Norma
MeCallan’s articie about the other opportunity, the Rail Trail,y

GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
Group Execulive Commitlee: Group Conscrvation Comsmiltes:
Tuesday, Aupust 5,7 PM TFuesday, July 22, 6:45 PM
Tuesday, Septeraber 2, 7 PM TFuesday, August 26, 6:45 PM

Water Pot-Luck, YWednesdays, 6:30 PM, Joha Buchser’s house (820-0201)
July ¢ - Santa Fe Farmer's Market
August 23 - ER.Q.S.
September 10 - 1,000 Friends of New Mexico

380 Kindel

CONSERVATION, CHAIR _

AT Lo

Regarding the eradication of sait cedar using aerial spraying of
hesbicides, particularly in the Galisteo Basin, 1 wrote a [etter to the
Corps of Engineers questioning their use of the herbicides, proposing
that the Corps develop and implement an ecologically appropriate
riparian restoration program, and suggesting mechanical means or
using goats to remove salt cedar. The Corps responded by saying they
would consider these suggestions and would hold hearings. The issue of
spraying salt cedar and jts negative effects is complicated and is now
being addressed by a number of envirenmental groups.

I have been part of an environmental task force that will provide
sustentative input into the first State Water Plan and also been
appointed by the Governor to his Blue Ribbon Water Task Force.

The Commiltee has proposed a number of new projects for
consideration of funding and/or participation by the Chapter: a
workshop to bring the land grant and environmental communities
together 10 promote the environmental stewardship of fand grant
hotdings, adopting a stretch of the Santa Fe River, and adopting a
strétch of the new Santa Fe Rail Trail.

The Bush administration’s attack on the environment is alarming
through is so-called “Healthy Forest Initiative” and other efforts to
thin forests in inappropriate ways in order to prevent wildfires and gain
more water. .

1 represented the Group in the State Engineer’s Water Reuse
Group, Alliance for the Rio Grande Heritage, Santa Fe Water
Conservation Committee and recently with the new LANL ZeroNet
water and energy management initiative.

¢ ¢ NORTHERN NEW MEXICO GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ ¢

Chair — Jan Kindel *

Vice-Chair — Barbara Johnson *

Secrelary/Treas — Lionel Soracco

Political Committee—Susan Martin *

Mentbership/Activist Quiings —Norma McCallan *

nmecallan@mindspring.com  471-0003
kearlsonwp@earthiink.ner  982-3925

garanda@ensp.corn 424-1615
Phone Treo ~ Benta Hanna 4241435
Chapter Rep — Doug Fraser * fraser@thuntelenet  474-7615
* Member of the SF Group Executive Committee
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Jankindel@aolcom  §74.7207
funch3@acl.com  466-4935
983.6715

smartin@lanlgov  988-5206

Newsletter/Publicify -— Kay Carlson
Web Master — Gina Aganda

474-4354

eruchi@ianlgoy  820-2844
pparyski@eol.carn  992-1984
clarsenl@icnetcom.com  466-2128
Water-Johr: Buchser * Jbuchser@comoast.ner 820-0201
Mational Parks & Rongelands-Roger Peterson  rogpete@aol.com  983-7359
Carson Naf'l Forest-George Grossman * 082-1024
Activist Outings-Norma MeCallan *  emccallan@mindspring.com  471-0005
Land Use-Eleznor Eisenmenger 820.6401
Toxics-Jim Hannan fharnan505@acl.com  583-3760
Genetically Engincercd Food-Jim Hannan  jhannan505@aol.com 988-5760

Cutings — Norbert Sperdich
— Tabin Oruch
Conservation — Paul Paryski *
Mining-Ciiff Larsen *
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Sat Sun Juiy

12 Strenugus Hike Gold Hill or Wheeler, 1¢-13 miles, 3400'+,
Buon Rusthoi (690-8967)

13 Strenuows Hike Santa Barbara area, off-trail, with NM Mta Club,
12 maximum, dogs ckay, Sharon Angert (982-1035)

19 Strenuons Hike Cruces River Basin, car camp night before,
exploratory, onfoff trail, fairly fast pace, Lavi Molhotra (995-8547;
lavim@ix.netcom.com)

19 Easy Bivdwatch Walk with Audubon Society, bring binoculars,
Ron Duffy (982-2890)

20 Strenuous Hike Los Griegos Ridge in the Jemez. Norbert Sperlich
(474-4354)

26 Strenuous Hike Ranchoe Viejo, 12 miles, 2300 limit of I5.
Les Drapela (438-3306)

27 Moderate Hike La Vega Meadow with mushroom expert and

survival instructor Art Judd (982-3212). 7 miles, 2100', limit of 15,
leave 8 AM.

PLEASE 4LWAYS CALL THE OUTINGS LEADER PRIOR TO
A HIKE FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS,

For additional outings in Northernt New Mexico,
please check the Pajarito Group page(s) in this newsletter.

Sat Sun

Sun  September

6 Moderate/Str , L ak op
; 2000° elevation gain. Leave 8 AM. Michiael Goldey (820-7302)
‘7 Bepinner Easy Hike on Aspen Vista Road, Fabulous views! No

dogs. Hiking boots required. Leave 8 AM. Alan Karp (424-8764) |
13 Maderate Hike o Famiilon Mesa. 7 miles RT, 1000' elevation .

gain. Limit 15. Gail Bryant (1-505-757-6654) .
13 Strenugus Hike Hermit Peak/El Porvenir Canyon. 14 miles RT,
2800° gain. Dogs allowed. Leave 7 AM. Dan Rusthoi (6%(0-8967)
14  Moderate Hike in higl country. Leave 8 AM. Art Judd (982-3212)

20 Zosy Birdwatch Walk with Audubon Society, bring binoculars,
Ron Duffy (982-2890) )
20 Strenvous Hike to Placer Mountain, highest point in Orliz

Mountains. Done jointly with Santa Fe Botanical Garden in their
Orliz Mountain Educational Preserve - $5 donation requested,
Limit 20. Steep slopes, no trail, rough terrain, About 2000'
clevation gain, 7 miles RT. Eliza Schmid {474-5846)
21 Moderate Hike Apache Canyon Loop. 6 miles R'T, 800" elevation
gain. Some dogs allowed. Leave 9 AM. Lionel Saracco (983-6715)
27 Easy (but steep) Wike on Hyde Park Circle Trail. 5 miles RT,
1000" elevation gain. Moderate pace. Dogs with leash allowed.
Leave 9:30 AM, Bob McKee (471.0005)
2 Moderate/Strenuous _Fall Color Hike in Jemez, probably in
Cebella Canyon, Calaveras Canyen area. Leave 7 AM, Call for
mecting place Michae] DiRosa (663-0648)
28 Moderate/Strenuous Fall Colop Hike to Tesuque Peak, up by way
of Tesuque Creck, down by ridge route. Dogs allowed. Moderate
pace. Norma McCallan (471-0005)

Qutings Notes - Unles: Sierra office, 521 Old
Santa Fo Yrall, Plaze 621, jis! south of Kauno's Grocory at the comner of Ofd $F Trail and
Pasgo da Peralta. Carpooling will be arranged. Each hiker should come prapared 1o pay 5¢
amile to tha driver of the cer in which sfhe rides. Biing a lunch, water, shady hiking boots
of shoos, and clothing sultable for the weather - eader zoserves the rightto furn away anyone
whoge equi; or oxpetll app unsuitable, Leader has right 1o elter destination of
hike or cancel ¥ip due to weathar, unfavorabla conditions, of Insufficient numbers of
participanits. Unaccompanied minors must have wiitten parmission from parents or guardians
1o participaty; permissionforms are &t the Sleira Glub effice, Dogs net parmiited on
hikes unless noted othemwise. Tolephone leader fir detnils of the individual hike. To
participate, you will noed 1o slgn a liability walver. If you would fike to read a copy of the
waiver, 204 hipiffenvw.sl lub.orgfoutingsfcheptorforms, o contact the Cutings
Department at (455) 977-5528 for & printed version,

JuLy/Aucust 2003

ional.

2 Strenuous Hike Trampas Lakes and optional to ridge with view
of Truchas Peaks. 11.5 miles RT, 2450" elevation gain to
Trampas Lake. Add 1 mile RT, 800' clevation gain 1o ridge top.
Leave early from Santa Fe. Michnel DiRosa (663-0648)

3 Moderate Hike in high counlry with mushroom expert and
survival instractor Art Judd (982:3212), Limit 15, Leave 8 AM.

9 Easy Hike 10 Glorieta Ghost Towa. 6.5 miles RT, 950" elevation
gain. Guil Bryont (1-505-757-6654)

10  Modorate Hike Hamilton Mesa, 6-8 miles RT, 1000" elevation
gain. Limit 15. Leave 7:30 AM. Mickael Goldey (820-7302)

10 Strenuous Hike Spirit Lake. 12 miles RT, 2000* gain, mod pace,
Limit 15. Some dogs okay. Call Lionel Soracco (983-6715)

16 Easy Birdwatch Waik with Audubon Society, bring binoculars.
Ron Dully (982-2890)
16 Strenuous Hike to Lake Katherine. 14.5 miles RT, 330¢'

clevation gain. Leave 7 AM. Les Drapela (438-3306)
17 Easy Hike along Tesuque Creck. Dogs allowed. Leave 9:30 AM.
Etiza Schmid (474-5846)
23 Strennous Hike Santa Fe Baldy 13 miles RT, 3600' gain to
12,622 Dogs okay. Leave § AM. Dan Rusthoi (690-8967)
24 Ensy Hike for Beginners on Dale Ball Trail. No dogs. Hiking
boots required. Leave 9 AM. Alan Karp (424-8764)
Friday, August 29 to Monday, September 1
Backpack Explore east side of Colorado's majestic Sangre de
Cristo Range on two separate one-night backpacks, camping at
alpine Jakes and returning to cars in between. About 2000°
elevation gain and 10-12 miles RT on each part. Moderate pace.
Dogs okay. Norma McCailan (471-0005)
30 Strenuous Bike to Lake Johnson, About 12 miles RT, 2800
clevation gain. Dogs okay. Limit 15. Tobir Oruch (820-2844)
31 Moderate Hike Jemez Mountains. Norbert Sperlich (474-4354)

"*  RIQ GRANDE SIERRAN NOW ON THE *NET 1!
http:iffwww.riogrande.sicrraclub.org/santafe/iome.fiemi
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR RAIL TRAIL: PROJECT

The Group has agreed to adopt the R;1_ii "'I‘rai__l‘i v
volunteers. As trail projects go, this is a fairly simple

sk. This popular

- 1-mile teail is relatively broad and flat, sees lintle litter, except at

trailheads, and the County is able to take on any major maintenance or
signage problems. Christi Stapf has graciously offered to coordinate for
us. Call her (466-6685-h, 827-3109-w, findingme@netzero.net) 1o
volunteer or learn more details, Santz Fe Conservation Trust will do
training once we reach critical mass; we envision each volunteer
agreeing 10 monitor a certain section of the Trail, An easy assignment
for members who regularly walk or bike the trail anyway,

d 5 Norma McCallan

CERRILLOS HILLS PARK TOURS

In honor of its recent grand opening, the Cerrillos Hills Park
Coalition is sponsoring a series of walks. Call leader for specifics.
Sun, July 6 Pre-Columbian history & turquoise, Joe Sneed, 992-2959
Sat, July 19 Botanical walk - Mark Kaltenbach (920-4506)

Sumn, August 3 Minerals, safety work on the minc holes and their
histories - Bill Baxter (424-3574)

Sun, August 31 Native plaats & their uses - leader tha

Sal, September 13 trail bike and horse day - Chris Reece (474-0074)

Sun, September 28 16" to 19" century mining techniques & history —
Bill Baxter (424-3574)

SANTA FE WATERSHED WALKS

Santa Fe Watershed Association is sponsoring a series of hikes on -
the second Saturday of each month to observe the forest thinping
project along the southern boundary of the Municipal Watershed. First
hike is Saturday, July 12, The moderate, 6 miles RT walks start at the
parking area at the end of Forest Road 79, with carpooling from the
BLM office on Radeo Road, Call Paige Grant (820-1696) for
reservations/details.
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Update on the Threat to Petroglyph National Monument !

Since the fast issue, the threat to the Petroglyph Monuracnt has become much
More Serious.

As we reported in the May/Fune issue, the City approved the expenditure of
$580,000 of the City’s very scarce resources to do the engineering arsd design
waork on the Pasea del Norte extension through the Monument. Presumably that
work is underway.

Since then, the work of the Mayor and same of the City Council has tumed to
finding the money ta pay for the road. The latest news is they came up with the
extraordinary plan to use $11.5 miliion of pex) year’s road funds to compicte
the funding for the road. This means there could be 2 years, this year AND next
year, when the read budget is already spoken for and ather road inyprovements
and repairs wili not be done.

What's really dismaying is the fact that this measure passed in spite of wide.
spread opposition 1o the road, What's even more perplexing is that the people
represented by Councilors from ali parts of the City, wilf Josc out. Money won't
be available to repair infrastructure problems in ali parts of the City, be they in
tl:e Northeast, Southeast, Southwest or even around the corner from the
proposed road. Does this make any sensc?

In the newspager, in the seporting an the passage of the $11.5 million, Mayor
Martin Chavez was quoted as saying, *This is a great day for Albuquerque’.
‘What is 'great” about approving a road through a place of religious significance
to many of our fellow citizens isn't clear to alot of people. One can wonder
whether other people, especially those from other parts of the country that the
City is courting to move their companies and employees here, will see this as
“great’ remains 1o be seen.

Peace Camp 2003

Peace Camp 2003 will be held this year on September 12, 13, and 14th at the
Cedro Peak Camppground South of Tijeras on South £4, This year's events will
include workshops on Environmental Justice, Creating Peace, Toxic/Anti-
nuclear, Sustainability, and Art aclivities. The goal is fun, cducatien, and
working together for a better world. Contact 266-2663 for more information.

Editars Note: The Sierra Club is a sponsor af this event, All Sierra Citb
members are invited.

e

1Fthis road &5 built, who wins? Mostly a Lot of real estate folks, whe will make
a lot of money building houses and strip malls cut past the Monument. The
real crime is who loses. The list starts with the peaple who will live in those
hemes and wil} have longer and longer drives to work, more and more road
congestion, more expensive car insurance, and higher gasoline bills. It
continues with the citizens in the rest of the City who will have poorer roads
and more polluted air, Is this a loss we want cur City to experience?

Your next question might be ‘What's being done to stop this road?” The
answer is a lot.

As we reported in the fast issuc, there arc serious lepad impediments to the
construction of the road. The Club, in cooperation with other crganizations, is
preparing legal action. We will have more details on this in later issues.

Qe bright spot in this process is that the Bond 1ssue which includes a total of
£12 nillion for the Petroplyph road must be approved by the voters of Albu-
quergue, in an election in September. 1 is ciear that there will be a major
effort by the Club and many citizen groups in all parts of the City to defeat this
measure,

Join us to stop the Bond Issue. Cail or erail any of the Executive Committee
to get involved.

Nomination Committee Named

The Centrat New Mexico Group has named Richard Barish, Blair Brown and
Michal Mudd to the Nomination Committee for the Executive Committee
¢lections that take place in November.

Auy Central New Mexico Group member who wishes to be considered for
candidacy should ferward a fetter of interest along with a brief statement of
qualifications to any of the Committee members {sce the directory below for
contact infermation).

Central New Mexico Group

General Public Meetings

July
July is vacation month. Ne meeting is scheduled..

Monday, August 18th at 7:30PM

‘The meeting program was not finalized at press time, but should be interesting
and informative, We will be sending a postcard 1o folks interested in attending,
so email us at bblairb2(@aol.com to be added to the mailing list. Secyou
there. >

All mectings will be at the First Unitarian Church on the ecorner of
Carlisle and Camanche, in the Social Hall.

All are FREE and spen to everyone.

Coffee, drinks, and snacks are provided.

Save Otero Canyon

Criero Canyon (not the same as Otere Mesa in Southern New Mexico) isa
popular hiking, biking, and horse riding trail outside of Albuquerque in tle
Manzano Mounlains, south of Tijeras. The trail is on land that has never been
feneed or used for anything other than secreation. However, it also sits on land
that is called *military withdrawal [ang’, near but cutside of Kirtiand Air Force
Base, This land was given to the Department of Defense right afier World War
11, when Kirtland Air Force Bage was initially established. In more than 50
years, she Afr Foree has never found a use for this land,

The Otero Canyon trails extend from National Forest Land into this ‘military
tand’, and for at lcast 20 years there has been no cencern by the military over
the use of it as a recreation area. However, beeause of the significant amounts
of money available for Homeland Security, Kirtland decided to request funding
for a project to fenee this land off, thereby depriving hikers and bikers access.
Most people here in Albuguerque weuld ageee that this is an unnecessary
taxpayer expense and the land is better served to be left open 1o the public.

Because of the public outcry in opposition of fercing this land, fle Depariment
of Defense has establishied a public participation process to gather input from
the public. The cutof¥ date for public comment has been exiended to July E6th,
Everyane who cases about this arca and would like it left open to the public are
asked to let the Department of Defense know how you feel.

Piense take the time 1o visit the website at www.saveotero.org and sign the
petition to stop the closure of Otezo Canyon. Alse please pass this onte others
that you know of that might be interested in signing this petition.

13 Rio Granoe SIERRAN

PO Box 25342
o AbUqueTgne; New MExico;!

Executive Comumittee {area code 505)

Alma Rosza Silva Banuelos almarosa6@yahoo.com

Blair Brown 259-71%0 bblairb2@aot.com

Marilynn Cooper 842-0185 marifyomeooper@qwest.net
Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yahoo.com
Richard Fohnson 277-4144 rshechan@unm.edw

Michal Mudd B84-3315 mudd_pi@hnac.com

Mike Puelle 301-5195 mikepuclic@mac.com
Mariteth Theisen 238-4535 tittledeer@littledeermusic.com
Sherry Wolf 254-2190 wolf@libra.unm.edu

The Executive Committee normally meets on the 2nd Monday ef cach
menth at 7:30PM. We meet at various locations, so please contact one
of us for the meeting location, or if you have issues you would like to
discuss. The meetings are free and open to all members.

Project Leaders (area code 505)

Chapter Representative

Marilynn Cooper 842-0185 marilynncoapen@qivest.net
Conservation Chair

Mark Doppke 7681160 marckdoppke@yahoo.com
Membership/Publicity

Michal Mudd 884-3315 mudd_pi@mae,comn
Newsletter

Biair Brown 259-7150 bblairb2@aol.com
Outings

David Ther 260-1553 grelbik@worldnet.ntt.net
Political

Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish{@ani.com
Programs

Richard Johnson 277-4144 rshechan@unm.cdu

Shersy Wolf 254.2390 wolf@libra.anm.edu
River Issues

Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@aol.com
Water Issues

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yahoe.com
Wildlife

Sherry Wolf 254-2190 wolf@libra.unm.edu

The Central New Mexico Group of the Sierva Club
depends on the efforts of volunteers.
To join us, give any gf us a cull.
I
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The New Modern Pit Facility

By Mark Doppke
On September 16, 2002, the Naticnal Nuclear Sceurity Administration (NNSA)
announced its intent to build a Modern Pit Facility (MPF), A Pautorium pit
and its high explosive detonater is 1l:e trigger for a nuclear weapon. Five sites
are on the short list for the location of the MPF: Los Alamos National Labora-
tory, WIPP at Carlsbad NM, the Nevada Test Site, the Pantex Plant in San
Antonio, TX, and Savannah River Site in 8C, The MPF will be capable of
producing up to 500 pits per year and to research new types of weapens, This
production rate is similar to US production at the height of the Cold War.

The Bush administration is changing the US's nuclear posture. The Bush
administration has stated its desire to develop the Robust Earth Penetrating
Bunker Buster and a new enini nuke. The Bunker Buster explodes doep
underground and produces a huge amount of nuclear faliout from the dirt blown
into the air. The rational for the mini-nuke is to have usable nuclear weapons,
presumably for targets incapable of retaliating with nuclear weapons.

The NMSA claims we need the facility to maintain the US nuclear arsenal. This
is a highly questionable statement since Los Alamos National [abs can currently
produce pits and is gearing up to be able to produce up to 80 pils per year,
Furthermore, the Bush/Putin Strategic Offensive Reduction Treaty (the Mos-
cow Treaty) states that both Russia and the US will reduce their strategic
nuclear arsenal from around 8,000 deployed warheads to 2,200 or less by 2013.
The US already hos an estimated 4,000 pits in ‘stralegic reserve’ and over
12,000 surplus stored at the Pantex Plant,

Racky Flats CO was the previous Pit Facility and was closed in 1989 by the
FBI investigating environmental crimes there. Na adequate analysis of the
luman health and environmental impact has been done. 1,600 compensations
claims have been filed from workers and to date only 3 have been settled,
Racky Flats alse had a fire that almost got out of control that would have
permanently contaminated a large arca including Denver.

Federaf agencies are required to complete environmental impact statement for
proposed major federal actions under the National Envirenmental Policy Act
{NEPA), They are also required to complete Programmatic Environiental

- Impact Statements {PEIS} for new proposed programs. A draft suppleniental
PEIS is expected to be released soon. Iis stated purpose is o assist the NNSA
in reaching a decision on whether or not tecproceed.the MPF and if so where to - -
oeate it

The current Draft Environmental Impact Slatement (DEIS) is flawed. [t does
not disciss the impact of the MPF on other naticns, does not discus violations of
the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, fails to analyze the MPF being a penna-
nrent disposal site for large amoeunts of radioactive materizls, it has no adequate
discussion of transportation, there is no adequate discussion on the impact to
the local watershed (including the Rio Grande) and national forests. Finally, the
MPF s inconsisient with WIPP*s regulatory requirenzents and WIPP should be
disqualified as a site.

America has the biggest and best convertional ang nuciear ferces in the world.
We lave no necd for this facility in New Mexico or anywhere eise, The 2004
fiscal budget for nuclear programs is the second highest ever; the 2005 budget
is likely to be the highest ever. Ask yourself, “Why?”

For more information, go to these web sites:

Alliance for Nuclear Accountability <hup://www.ananuclear.org™

Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety's News Archive
<http:/Awwwnucleamctive.org>

Nuclear Watch of New Mexico <http://www.nukewatch.org>

Soutlmwest Rescarch and [nformation Censer <htipi/fivvew.stic.org>

Rallies for Protection of Zuni Salt Lake

Two rallies are planned to show support for the protection of Zuni Salt Lake,

Saturday, July 12th at 5PM in Albuguerque at the Peace and Justice Center at
the comer of Harvard and Silver SE, near UNM. We will view a {ilm titled
*America’s Most Endangered’ by The National Trust for Historic Preservation,
whicl: has identified Zuni Salt Lake as one of the 1§ most endzngered historic
sites.

Satarday, July 19th at Zuni High Scliool in Zuni, New Mexice. The program
wilt start at 1 1AM witly informational presentations aad remarks by Tribal and
Governmental leaders. At 2:30PM, there wiil be a Peoples Hearing, where
members of the public may testify to the public record. After the dinner break
at 6PM, 1he Peeple’s Hearing will continue and be followed by music.

The Sierra Club is a member of the Zuni Salt Lake Coalition, a cealition of
Groups formed to protect Zuni Salt Lake. All Club members are encouraged to
participate. If you can go, look for Club folks there and identify yourselves as
a Sierre Club member, especially to the members of the Zuni tribai community.
They really appreciate our support.

We will be organizing vans and carpools to the event in Zuni on the July [9th.
Call Mary Wiper at 505-243-7767 if you would like to participate. it should be
a ot of fun and a chance to meet ather Club members.

JuLy/AvcusTt 2003

Fish vs. Farmers? Don’t Buy Il
By Richard Johnson
Politicians have a bad habit of framing envirommental issues in terms of Humans
vs. Nature. Unfortunately, the mainstream nxedia usually adopts this rendering of
environmental issues with little analysis.

The silvery minnew issue is a classic exampie. Politicians want the people of
Albuquerque (o see this issue as fish vs, farmers. In other werds, if we want to
save these endangered minnows, we need 1o take the water from the fanners on
the Rie Grande.

Thie elephantin the room e one is talking about is Atbuquerque itsetf, The people
of Albuquergue, not farmers or minnews, are the ones whoe are overusing water.
Every day, the moron a few doors dowa creates a river of water in our street. The
local bank brancl: insists an watering its sidewalk en witkdy evenings. Our nearby
high schoel is watering a practice footbail ficld in the middie of a hot, sunny
alterncon. Certainly, all this wasted water could keep fanmers ard minnows alive.

According to a news release from the Mayor’s office, by May this year Albu-
querque had used almost a alf a billion galions of water—a 300 million gallon
increase over this tinse last year. In 1he release, Chavez complains that *We are
pouring 100 much water aver our lawn.based landscapes in the desert.” How
true. (By the way, this is the same Mayor Chavez who wants to use the silvery
minnew issue as a “test case™ against ile Endangered Species Act).

So, when we hear politicians implying that saving the minnow means hurting
farmers, don't buy it, They arc simply pitting two victims agninst each other. The
real prablem is thal guy up the street, and that fush football practice field. If
Albuquerque svould control its own water use, there would be pleaty of water for
fish and farmers.

Unfortunatety, some Rio Grande farmers ave buying into these anti-environmen-
tal arguments. Mary of them don’t realize that Albuquerque will continue to suck
up more and more water, nxinnow or no minnmow. Driving the minnow into extinc-
tion witl mean more water for Albuguerque, not farmers. In the end, pofiticians
are simply looking out for the short-sighted interests of Albuguerque, not the
interests of farmers,

Ifanylhing, farmers and conservationists should band topether. Gur intetests are
the same, Until the people of Albuguerque reforn their wastefud ways, there witl
be less and less water for fanners and minnows. Both of these important species
will saon. go.oxtinet.

Editors Note: This article was ariginaily printed in the July 2002 Issue of the
Sierran. In light of the recent cawrt decisions and siatements by some of our
political feaders,it is as relevant now as it was then,

Outings
July 1920 = Crest Trail, White Mountain Wilderness Backpack.
Backpack trip. We will hike most or ali of this spectacular high country trail.
Much of this trail is above treeline in alpine meadows and this should be a
pood time for wildflowers. This is a moderate backpack irip - there are reliable
sources of waler and clevation gain is perhaps 2000 Feet over the trip. Total
distance is flexible - flie entire trail is 18 mifes but there are shorter options.
May be appropriate for beginner backpackers who are cemfortable with hiking
8-9 mites per day. Hiking guides refer to this as one of the very best hikes in
Mew Mexico. Call leader for details. David Ther, 260-£553.

Saturday, August 2nd - Narrows Rim, Cebolla Wilderness Hike.
Moderate hike zlong the rim overlooking thie fava flows to a viewpoint of La
Ventana natural arch. We may also visit the Dittezt archacological site.
Approximately 6 miles round trip, a few hundred feet elevation gain.

Calt leader for details. David Ther, 260-1553.

Saturday, August 2 - *“Little Celumbin River Gorge” Semi-Exploratory
Hike This canyon isn’t really called by this name, but it is a short, interesting
section of the Rie Puerco, a sialf creek that flows north from the San Pedro
Parks Wildemess. The hike is not leng (3-4 mifzs RT and less than: 1000
clevation ehange} but is mostly off trail, with some scambling/bushwacking
possible. 1T we finish early, we may take a stroll on trail to the meadows of
Vepa Redonda or sight-sce cther features in the area. Plan on dinner afterwards
in Cuba, late retum. Rain possible, bring lunch, rain gear water and hiking gear.
Drive: 220 miles BT, Call Tom Petencin (271-9928) or Rick Hurley (299-
8401) for meeting time/place,

Saturday, Augnst 9th - Hike to The Dome

QOur destination will be the 11,273 (tree covered) summit calied “The Dome”,
near Borrego Mesa Campground in the western part of the Pecos Wildemess
(Not to be confuscd with the “Dome Wilderness" near Bandalier, they are
different places). We*li have nice views looking into the Rie Medio Vailey and
possibly of the Truchas Peaks. 7-8 miles RT (on trail, unless we decide to
explore a bit), Elevation chanpe about 18507, Drive: 210 miles RT. Rain
possible, bring funch, rain gear, water and hiking gear. Plan for dinner stop, late
retum, Cali Rick Hurley (299-8404) or Tom Petencin (271-9928} for meeting
time/place.
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be oil'or gas.’ It appears that his matto is to ! Leave no'dro
if that would make up for our national'thirst fornonrenewa
Otero Mesa, the Nutt grasslands, and of courtse ANWR, are

aces where wildlife abounds, and where:people can: particip a

ne for all enyironmentalists to mobil , forall pcpp!e_of_.: :
‘zood reason; to mobilize like neverbefore;to gather. .
/ york 10 see that.our elected official

yariety of studies of nature ind/or recreational pursnits. How many.of:
yoi have sought recréation in the oilfields east of Carlsbe '
‘Midland?-But. recreation ‘of not,the wildlife'in these pristin
‘needs to not only sutvive; but to flourish; and our society necds.
rapidly and effectively towdrd lower energy-consumption; and

lopment of rencwable forms-of encrgy peneration.: :

Won't you do something this week for the enviropment? . Pleas
Senator D_om_en_it:i,"oL‘jReij'g:SenI;_gtiv_e_chg)jCe,- or the focal BLM office.
ot volinteer your talents and services to some enviranmental ory
ion which:is working .on issues of interest-to, you.’ :For your ¢
‘nience, here are ne A ) >
Las Cruces 505522 00N shor.
. “Roswell -/ 505-622-0055. /1717 West Second S
- 'The Rio Grande Chiapter of the Sierra Club eticompasses the entire State
“of New Mexico, and part of west Texas including and surrounding EL
e N i R SR AT Paso.This is a huge geographical ared, and we are mobilizing as never,
nies .dfsc‘;"}?{-_ﬁi ;‘1‘11; it was gge?de‘;‘g’;‘. best nferests fo Al e ure, in coalitions wherever possible, to work on saivaging g
Lpeopie. oW, they neec to 1_5_90\_*_ nat s Hie -7y F e environmental quality as:we:canunder the ‘surrent ‘thoy,
spoiled at an unprecedsgted rate; and tat his s (00 g sefih onslanght now taking place. Wie hve several pioja
et will nover be. i hapmy one.. - PmSEIves.: THEIT“which we're sceking fiinding, and these projects arc ag varied.
W, ana Wil hever e an ppy one. “o ~i o geographical features which define thi 1

ture'of America, as happened in e industrial revolution when many "

comp

1ik

bt PRy A R : : 5 spectacular and unigue ;jcgioii'
10w, the entire Cabinet full of Seoretaries are ap- . of our counity. Ifyou'd like to join the Southern New Mexico Group in-
President; and his values are reflected in the current rush -, -our efforts these next months, please calf me soon at 505-522-3033; we'

UP-COMING PLANNING MEETINGS'AND " COMING'EVENTS *OUTING S~

by oil and gas companics, all places where there might ', can'surely put your tatents and energy to work. - - :

PROGRAMS: July 12- Saturday: Discovery bike to Monument Spring in the

Wednesday, August 6--PLANNING MEETING: ExCom and Sacramentes. l.ong drive but easy hike, Call Ben at 526-7811.
interested members and guests of the SNM Group, &:30 p.m.  August 9th: Tiip to the Armandaris to weatch the second largest
at the new Southwest Environmental Center (SWEC) loca-  bat papulation in Novth American fly from their lava tibes. Also
tion at 275 North Downtown Mall (1/2 black south of Coa's  visit the new prairie dog towns and drive through herds of
My Bookstore), just south of Las Cruces Avenus on themall. bison. Meet at the ranch headquarters in Engle. Bring your
Please enter the west door, just south of Day's Hamburgers.  four wheel drives, binoculars and a lunch. Call Margot Wil-
We have a long and important agenda, including the three  son for the rendezvous time at 505-744-5860.

foci recently decided upon--the Nutt Grasslands, Otero Mesa, S .

and assuring that the current representative 1o congress from Sept Gth: Tour the Nurt Gmf'?mb qorrzp fes 5:;“'5 ?Hdk&gy

District 2 is retired after one term. We'll also begin planning and d’.’e Cookes Peat area wi Cb’:“ Havstad of the J orniis

our fall projects and program meetings Experimental Range. See the diversity of one of New Mexico's
) grasslands and the habitat of many migratery birds. Bring

sunscreen, binoculars and a lunch, We will meet at Jim

Ofero Mesa Codlition Happenings Winder's ranch. Call Margot Wilson, 505-744-5880, or David

To help you plan ahead, we're including the follewing events, most Farrell, 505-895-3352, for directions.

of which will take place on Otero Mesa. Please plan on attending as ; . ;
many of these as Y%U can, and bring friends! And if you'd like 1o lead an cuting, please call Ben at

September 13, Media and Grassrools Training, Carisbad, NM. Cpen 526-7811.
to ail members and friends of wildemess. Learn how to be a more
effective advocate for wildlands. For more info ask for Stephen Capra
in Albuquerque at 505/843-8696 or steve@nmwild.org T Group Directory -
September 26-28, Science Research Weekend in Otero Mesa. Mem- v Southern N.M. Group -« :Executive Conumitte e
bers and friends all welcome to come and help with Varied Research P.0. Box 3705 UPB -+ Las Cruces; Newhexico 88003
Projects. Contact Nathan Newcomer in Albuquerque at 505/843- ST T
8696 or nathan@nmwild.org - Don Dearholt s Cathly Mathews:

! - Chair,Chapter Rep it Secretary -
Oclober 4, Ouling to Otero Mesa. 53223035 R R 64086
Exploring the petroglyphs and unique vegetation around Alamo -demholt@es nmsu.edu. =~ " churn@las-cruces.on
Mountain. Scme ma wish 1o climb 1o summit. For more informa-’ : Margb'tw'il'sdn. T e
tion call G_r!ec-gta Balderrama in Las Cruces at 505/527-9962 or “Vice Chair, Consérvation Chair - Legistative Issues
greta@nmwiic.org FAASRED o R0 336
October 17-19, Ofero Mesa Religious Retreat & fhe creation of an . margotwilson40@hotmail.com :: dafarrelli@hoimai
interfaith Advisory Staternent. A ime of rayerful reflection and work- Chéryll Bloving o m e
ing as a group to reach conclusions about Otero Mesa’s value and TeRUer o
meaning. For more information visit hit Jiwww.oteromesa.org/ a448615 i
ReligiousQuting.htm or contact Stephen Capra in Albuguerque at ~spotblev@earthlinknet -
505/843-8696 or steve@nmwild.org S T R
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The Batl for El Paso:
THE JOBE FACTOR

by Taylor Moore
Last year a congressional study made a futile attempt to lcamn about the
environmental effects of conducting gravel mining in a metropolitan arca, The
report of the investigation is online at http/fwww.house.govireform/min/pdfs/
pdf_inves/pdf enviro_gravel_mining_rep,pdf, it discusses the pumerous pollutants
produced hy such operatioas, their potential links to respiratory and cardiovascular
problems (asthma, lung cancer, strokes and heat attacks) and the oppalling absence
of concern by these who aze supposed to be regulating this politically powerful
industry. [tshould be of maximum interest to anyone living near 2 potential gravel
mining operation.

Ageas like El Paso and southers New Mexico, that already have high levels of
toxie air polutants, are especially vulnerable to gravel mining operations because
the operation gencrates barge quantities of dust in the process of digging, transporting
and processing the sand and gravel, The heavy mechinery used to mine and transpart
the materiats bum large quantities of diesel which multiplies the toxic air problems.
Vain atterapts are made to control dust by utilizing vast amounts of water which, in
fum, gets canlaminated by the mining operation. The congressional study found
that environmental regulators do not know what types or quantitics of poblutants
the mining aperations may release to surface water or groundwater in the area.

It is with increasing alarm that E] Pasoans are watching the development of a
quarzy at the foot of Mount Cristo Rey, where Jobe Cancrete Products, Inc, has just
acquired over 300 acres inside the city limits of Sunland Park. Eric Kappus, a
UTEP graduate student, recently discovered dinosaur tracks on the site, which is
kocated directly across the river from Jobe's 450 acre El Toro Quarry. The quarry
will straddle the Texas/New Mexice border and will be sack in the middle of the
communitics of El Paso, Ciudad Juarcz and Sunland Park.

Is the aren  contaminated? It is in the shadow of the ASARCO smelter.
Environmental regulators found that an area 200 square miles downwind from

.-ABARCO's Tacoma, Washington smelter was contaminated by lead and arsenic.
Recent EPA soil tests reflect that residences in a large area of west El Paso contain
unacceptable levels of lead and arsenic. But on flimsy grounds of landowner’s
privacy the EPArefuses to reveal the results of soil tests on the Jobe sites. Privacy
is a thin reed for the EPA to hide behind because privacy doesn’t trump public
health. Maybe the tooth fairy saved Bl Paso. Qurregion’s segulators must think so
because they arc purposely looking the ather way while Jobe proceeds with its
plans.

Unless an organization like the Sierra Club forees our environmental regulators lo
start doing their job, Jobe is going to develop a huge quarry in the middle of a
large metropolitan arca; create a public health problem for future generations to
solve; spread toxic material throughout the region; desecrate the region’s most
importast religious monument; destroy the dinosaur tracks; create a large scaron a
beautiful mountain, and facilitate all of this by using vast amounts of water, when
there is none Lo spare.

Do you sometimes think that the world has gone mad? Or is it just the poliuters
and their regulators.

Selected Qutings

July 18-20: Redstone Park/Whitewater Cresk/DeLoche Backpack
Plaze: Gila Wilderness east of Glenwood, NM

Class: Moederate+

Length: 13 miles

Elevation gain: 1200 feet

Leader: Rollin Wickenden (915) 855-6687 (H} pwickgila@aol.com

We will depart Friday evening and drive to our usual car camp site on
Whitewater Mesa, at the Gold Dust Trailhead. After leaving a car or two at the
Deloche Traithend, we will continue up the Bursum Road to the Redstone
Trailhead. Qur hike will follow the Redstone Trail to Redstone Park and then the
Whitewater Creek tratl downstrean to a fabled mendow to camp for the night.
Owen says there are the remains of a plane crash in this part of the Canyon. On
Sunday, we will continuc downstream to the Detoche Canyon Trail Junction. At
this paint, we will leave the Creck and make a steep chimb up to the ridge on the
Deloche Canyon Trail and then drap down to our vehicles. Come enjoy the
beauty of one of the Gila's longest creeks. Be prepared for rain and mosguitaes.
July 27: Threa Rivers Dayhike

Place; White Mountains northeast of Tularosa. NM

Cfass: Easy to Moderale

Length: 3-8 miles

Elevation gain: 300 to 1000 fest

Leader: Carolina Greenfieid (915) 526-7884 (M}

This hike is a favorite in the heat of summer, as it wanders alengside the stream
in the shade of the tall pines. It can be a shart walk or a strenuous push to the
ridge bordering Ski Apache. An intermediate destination would be the old Boy
Scout Camp about hatfway up, We'll tailor it to the abilities of the group. This is
also a great family picnic spot where the kids can splash in the water without
worry, Seme of the family could picnic while others make the hike.

August 16-17: Deloche/Gold Dust Backpack

Place: Gila Wilderness east of Glenwaod, NM

Class: Modarate

Length: 14 miles tetal

Elevalion gain: 700 feet

Leader: Harry Newman (915) 588-7192 Swiraveller@aol.com

After carcamping Friday night, we wili hike tp Deloche Canyon in the morning,
enjoying the views during the descent Inte Whitewater Creck. We will follow the
creck downstreant to the campsite, hiking along ruins of mine roads and enjoying
manyon scenery, Afler setling up camp, there should be shallow poels for
swimming or just cooling off. Sunday meming we will hike out of the canyon
using the Gold Dust Trail: Beginners are welcome; but participants should be

ahle to earry enough water for each uphill pertion, 77 #+
August 30-September 1: Labor Day Loop Backpack
Place: Gila'Witderness near Glenwaod, NM  +

Class: Moderalely Strenuous =0 i

Length: 17 miles ’ Ui . N
Elavation gain: 4000 feet S

Leader: Laurence Gibson (315) 594-7342 (H) 'gibson@ulep.edu

Adfier a quict Friday-night carcamp at Sheridan Cerrad, our exit point, we'll drive
arcund to the Catwalk and hit the trail for Tennessee Meadow up the south fork
of Whitewater Creck. After this long first day, we’ll efimb another 1800 feet
during the shorter hike over to Holt Spring, where we’ll camp Sunday night. The
shott hike down to the vehicles at Sheridan shoutd get us back home carly,
refreshed for fatl's challenges.

( ~N
2003 E! Paso Regional Group Directory {Area Code 915)
hitp:iftexes.slerraclub.orglelpaso
Chair ExCom Members * Inner Ci‘ty Outings
Laurence Gibson:* 594-7342 P Ted Mertig: 852-3011
y Ted Mertig: * 852-3011 tmerti arthlink net

lgibson@utep.edu tmertig@earthlink. net e ig@le ne

Vice Chair Jose Escobedo: * 751-1834 Outings .

Jim Gibson; * 593-0506 escobedo25(@hotmail.com Laur.ence Gibson: 594-7342
Jeibson932@zol.com Greg Lawsom: * 532-7273 Igibson@utep.edu

Secretary vegetexan(@aol.com Outings )

Ann Falknor: * 833-9162 Liz Walsh: * 584-1471 Roliin Wickenden: 855-6697
afalknor@whe.net ewalsh@utep.cdu rwickgila@aol.com

Treasurer Chapter Delegate Membership

Kathy Sunday: 584-9301 Jose Escobedo: 751-1834 Ted Mertig: 852-3011
sundayt(@zianet.com escobedo@hotmail.com tmertig@earthlink.net

Editor Chap Delegate Alternate Webmaster

Laurenee Gibson: 594-7342 Liz Walsh: 584-1471 Terry Sunday-: 584-9301
lgibson(@utep.edu ewalsh{@utep.edu sundayi@zianet.com
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Whiskey’s For Drinkin’, Water’s for Cooperatin’

F E The 10th Circuit Federal Appeals Court's
recent decision in the silvery minnow
lawsuit has provoked a new round of out-

taged declarations of “judicial larceny” by western

water users and their legislative and administrative
champions. After six months of deliberations, the
higher court affirmed Judge Parker’s decision that
the Bureau of Reclamation (BoR) “has discretion co
reduce defiveries of water. .. to comply with” the

Endangered Specics Act.

Wil this fead o BoR actually taking water from
the City of Albugucrque or the Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy Distrier (MRGCD) this year? Probably
not. For one ching, the U.S, Fish and Wildlife
Service has afrcady ser quite modest “target flows,”
requiring enly 100 cubic feet/second (cfs) to flow
at the Cenrral Avenue Bridge for the minnow.
Although some environmentalists have expressed
uncertainty about whether this prescription will
prevent the minnow’s extinetion, Rio Grande water
managers should have litzle mouble keeping the
channel wet as it flows through Albuquerque.

Most significandy, a recent interstate pact—
the Emergency Drought Water Agreement, which
swapped New Mexico water-supply credits in
Elephant Butte Reservoir soush of Afbuquerque
for water storage rights in El Vado and McClure
Reservolrs upsteeam:

* provides 30,000 acre feet of water o sustain
the minnow;

* baisters Santa Fe's water supply;

* provides MRGCD farmers with 70,000
acte feet of jrrigation water in this second
consecutive dry year; and

* provides ndditigrn}'i water for fish a

Now, i the beginning of the 215t Century, is the
time when we will have to use our fabled ingenuity
10 regain our balance, or clse prepare for the bust.
1f our degal and political systems actually permiz us
to exhaust our water, our occupation of this valley,

cooperation. Everything, the court scems to say,
is on the table:
+ Perhaps Albuquerque will have a new water
supply, but much of it will have to come from
individual acts of conservation and increased

“[By enacting the Endangered Species Act,]
Congress sought to recognize that endangered species provide
keys to puzzles we cannot solve,
and may provide answers to questions which we have not yet learned to ask.”

and many athers, will become precarious, indeed.
As the appetlants, facing 2n intolerable “loss of
control” over “their” water, prepare their lawyers
to chailenge the minnow decision in the Supreme
Court, let us pause and censider what the moderate
jurists of the 10th Cirenit wrote in their opinion:
“{By enacting the ESA,} Congress sought to
recognize that endangered species provide
*keys to puzzles we cannet solve, and may
provide answers to questions which we have
not yez learned to ask.’ Like ail parts of thar
puzzie, the silvery minnow provides a measure
of the vitality of the Rio Grande ecosystem,
& community that can thrive only when all of
its myriad compenents... are in balance.”
In issuing his minnow decision, Judge Parker has
suggested 2 course for us to follow in the Middle Rio
Grande—achieve balance by learning the lesson of

~—10th Cireuit Court of Appeals, Jene 2003

circumspection in the developiment industries.
Maybe che valley's Fermers can continue to be
productive, but the MRGCD will have to
become mere restrained, morze consistent in
scheduling their irrigation.

Ic ts possible that New Mexico will maintain
sovereignty aver its water supplies, bur it wil}
have to learn 1o manage that water cautiously
and deliberarcly, within the limits imposed

by nature.

It may be, though iz is by no means certain, thae
the Rie Grande can continue to flow in these times
of water scarcity, but only ifall its human depen-
dens will share the responsibility for making it so.

For mare informarion, contact Steve Harris in
Pilar{751-1269; unclerge@laplaza.org).

—Sreve Harris
Director, Ria Grande Restoration

in 2004

Nevertheless, Judge Parker's newly affirmed
decision seems fikely to fucl renewed atacks on the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) in Congress. Oppo-
nents of the ESA have long proclaimed against the
indignity of 2 seemingly insignificant little fish hav-
itg the right to disrupr human economic aspirations.

Using the minnow decision as a play to repeal the
ESA would be cheap, cynical, and selF.serving, West-
ern congressmen may challenge the notion chaz riv-
ers, species, and ecosystems have a right to persist
and hive, but they muse alse recognize that their
destruction may have undesirable consequences.

A more dispassionate view is that society i the
western United Staces is being sene a sipaal—that it
is time to tecognize, and accommodate, the fact that
water is scarce here. If we own up ro the fact of warter
searcity, our appropriate response would be a shifi:

+ away from aggressively promoting every sort
of economic growth,

* toward thoughtfully trying to accommodate
such growth,

* white also protecsing values we profess to hold
dear—our farms, rivers, rural communities,
and the very system char sustains us all.

glance at western history might prove instruc-

tive. When the Reclamation Act passed Con-
gress in 1902, western rivers and other resources
were viewed as abundane, “under-developed,” and
ripe for the taking. Throughour the 20th Century,
the federal government’s stated goal was o consrol
and develop western rivers and resources. To win the
great wars of 1918 and 1941, we drastically acceler-
ated the exploitation of western mines, forests, rivess,
and ranges. A great deal of wealth and power was
thus created. By the end of World War 11, the West
had become one big boom town, and the present
power structuze had emerged. Almost urnoticed in
the frenzied competition of the past 50 years is the
fact that we may have exceeded the limits of what
the fand can actually provide.
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to promate within the community.

because iz affirmed nwo key factors:

Water-saving Contest Calls for Community
astsuminer, the water supply in Santa Pe was so threatened by loss of surface water that the
Norchern Group ran a fuli-page ad in the New Mexican, encourgging residents o lobby the City
Cauneil for controls on rampant urban spraw! that resulss in steadily climbing demand on our warer.
As part of this ad, the Club offered $1,000 for the best idea from a member of the community o save
water (bp://riogrande.sierraclub.org/santafefad.pdf). One criterion was that submissions come from
4 ream, which was meant to stress the importance of working together on solutions.
Although no one idea won the first prize, a range of ideas presented the sort of values that we need

The first prize of $500 was awarded o Kevin Pino and Laura May. Their suggestion was enticled
“Fund rescarch and development of safc, practical, affordable greywater systems and provide tax incen-
tives for the installacion of grepwater systems.” Their submission was considered particularly impartant

* greywater systems can be made safe and effective; and

* financial incentives for things like recycling water should be integral to the building process,
This ought to be a straightforward process for the Club to pursue politically—we passed a milestone
when the 2003 Legislature Jegalized the use of greywater (see Sierren May/June 2003).

The remaining $500 of the contest money was split among four teams. Ned Sudborough and
Marvin VanDilla assembled a rinwater-collection system using a 32-gallon tash ¢an, a hose connee-
tion a2 the botiom, and minimal tools—for a grand total of $12.50. The simplicity, accessibilisy, and
minimal expense of this effective technique was inspiring.

Karen and Walter Menetrey encouraged the use of rainwater-collection systems for the rooftops of
pubtic buildings. They pointed our that a single 20,000-square-foor public building in a halinch
rainstorm would collect 3,125 gallons of water which, properly handled, could even be drinking water.
Consider this Class 1 error: Next to the State Library, the State of New Mexico is building a three-
seory building which has abourt 26,800 square feet of roof area—but anly 500 gallens of storage.

Another team advocared the slowing of runoff in arroyos and rivers to encourage groundwater
recharge. Bifl Zeedyk has developed this concept fram theory into practice, initially worling in Mexico
and more recently in the Seuthwest (www.quirviracoalition.com). We thank the tcam from along
the Santa Cruz River in La Puebla—Joe Matteson, Beth and Bob Detwiler, Mogi and Dick Hagle,
Daris Wickersham, and Claire Clay—for pointing out our petensial to create healthier streams.

Finally, a team from 2 housing campound in Santa Fe highlighted the use of swales, sponges, and
mulch. During last summer’s meagers rainfall, Mary Neikirk, Nancy Enrighe, and Kevin Hart made
same satient observations about these basic techniques:

* causing warcr to pool and setde rather than cntirely running off,
* using junk bonds and useless stock certificates as mulch to store water under garden bushes;
* and yes, using that good ofd, tried-and-true organic maulch,

Values

—Joln Buchser
Chhapier Conservation Chair
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Richardson Admin. on Energy fwm. from page 5

importantly, will help them ger financing by demon-
strating that their “source” can defiver. Many of us
complain about the annoying winds in New Mexico
(particularly us contact-wearers); we might as well
take advantage of it!

Selar is also on the hotizon (so to speak}. Legisla-
tion is being considered to provide a tax eredit for

- small-scale residential and commercial solar

installztions—primarily photovolmics and solar
watcr heating. This would act to help to stimulate
New Mexico's solar industry. On a larger scale, a
technology known as “concentracing solar power”
(CSP) is being pursued. CSP electric power is
currently mere expensive than wind power, bur costs
are expected to come down (as they did for wind)

as more projects are develaped.

Leading by Example
The Governor is committed to making state gov-

ernment “walk its talk” with respect to incosporating

clean energy measures into all aspects of its opera-
tions and new building construction. It’s hasd to
have credibility championing the clean-energy
message without geering our own house in order.
The Governor is expected 1o issue 2n executive
order this summer, directing state government to
pursue a host of clean-encrgy strategics including:

* reducing fuel usage by promoting carpooling
for intetcity travel and utilizing the more
fuel-cfficient vehicies for on-road tavel;

* purchasing only alternative-fueled or fuel-
efficient vehicles, untess the intended use
)usnf cs otherwise;

“rerrofirting existing state buildings wich

encrgy-cificient lighting and heating/caoling,.. . .«

cantrols;

= purchasing only encrgy-cfficient appliances,
fixzures, and equipment; and

* constructing new buildings and facilities that
meet aggressive energy-efficient standards,

With respect to new construction, the fonger-term
goal is “green building"—energy efficiency, water
efficiency, passive natural lighting, non-toxic build-
ing materials, etc. While green building construction
is slightly more expensive at the “front end,” the
long-term energy savings yicld a lower life-cycle cost
than traditional construction.

A tangential but important benefit of this cfforc is
reduced operating costs. The energy- and transposta-
tion-related measures to be implemented will offer
impressive electric-uttlity and fuct cost savings. Botk
the taxpayer and the environment come ous zhead!

Promote Energy Efficiency

In the eatly months of the administration, the
focus has been on renewables—adopsing measures,
legislation, and whatever else is necessary to reach
the 1096 goal. Mote recently, however, encrgy cffi-
ciency is being emphasized as an important comple-
mens to renewables. The Southwest Energy Effi-
ciency Project issued a report last year indicating that
New Mexico energy usage could be reduced by more
than 3096 by adopting aggressive, but reasonable,
energy-efficiency measures. The study concluded
that, not only weould the environment benefir {less
air emissions and water demands from clectric power
production, less energy resource extraction, ete.), bur
dhat citizens and businesses would benefir as well-—
keeping more of consumers’ energy doilars in their
packets can stimulate the economy by increasing
discrecionary speading.

While a comprekensive energy-cfficiency program
is still in the planning stage, some areas being
cansidered are:

+ adopring state-of-the-art energy-cificient
building standards;
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* tax credits for purchasing “Energy Star” and
other energy-cfficient appliances, for energy-
efficient construction, and for expanding the
resideniial weatherization pregram; and

* working with the Public Regulation Commis-
sion and wrilitics to estabiish utility-based
efficiency programs.

With home heating costs expected to be extremely
hlgix next winter due to natural gas prices, energy
oy, makes sense now more Lhan ever.

Link Clean Energy with Economic
Development

Por to0 long, many have belicved the myth that
preserving envirormental quality and promoting
2 5trong cconomy are at odds with one another,
Renewabte energy and energy cficiency offer the
opportunity to help debunk thae myth. Governor
Richardson has emphasized the impertant role clean
energy can play in stimulating the stare’s economy.
Thar’s why the Economic Development Drepart-
men, in concert with EMNRD, is apgressively
involved with renewable energy development.

Wind projects, for example, stimulate cconomic
development in rurai areas both by creating con-
struction jobs and by providing wind turbine lease
payments to the property owners. At anywhere from
$2,000-4000 in lease payments per wind turbine per
year, | wouldn’t mind allowing a few wind turbines
on my land! (Unforrunately, I don't think City of
Santa Fe zoning codes would let me get away with
ir,) Long-term drought projections will challenge the
sanching and farming-based cconomies of castern
New Mexico. Wind farms, and possibly in the future
concentsating solar power plants, offer the epporsu-
nity to diversify and, therefore, stabilize the ccono-
mies of rural New Mexico,

Along Wayto Go...

Compared with a host of other states, New Mexico
hasn't exactly been a leader in clean energy. We've got
a long way to g, and much needs to be done to real-
ize the Governor’s vision of New Mexico “tising to
the cop” in renewable energy and energy efficiency.
Our Department (EMNRD) is cursemly involved
with:

* identifying the critical components of
a clean-energy plan,

* securing refiable funding sources to siimulate
clean-energy development, and

» educating policy-makers and legislators o
make it all happen.

We will conginue 1o rely on New Mexico’s fossil
[uel-derived resourees for some time to come. In
addition 1o the global-warming and air-quality
concerns associated with those sources, they are, of
course, finite and uitimately will be depleted. Now is
the time to start making the transition to an energy-
supply portfolio that takes advantage of New
Mexico’s clean, renewable resources.

We didnt move beyond the Stone Age because we

. ran out of stones, We're not going to move beyond

the Fessil Fuel Agc because we've run out of fossil fu-
cls but because we've developed a better, cleaner
technology to meer our needs {mad ﬁm’ from physi-
cistlphilosopher Fritjof Capra)..

For more information, contact Cmsg O'Hare,
Special Assistant for"Renewable Energy, ac the New
Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources
Department (476-3207; cohare@state.nm.us).

—Craig O'Hare

Rio GranpE Sierran 23




Walking Together, Working Together Creates Comraderie,
Builds Community

write this. Wonderful long days and balmy air—

my very favorite time of the year, Unususlly
heavy rains in the mountains for June, normally
quite dey; perhaps another indicater of climate
changes and global warming trends.

1 recensly sat on the patio of the retiring president
of the Cerrilios Hills Coalitfon, enjoying a potluck
supper and the lively conversation of Coalitien
members. [ was honored to have been asked o serve
an theit board, and this was my first meeting. | had,
for many years, winter hiked in this mellow land-
scape, sometimes with fricnds, sometimes on Sicrra
outings; now it would be my turn to help preserve
and protect it. The Coalition has been working for
some time to create a park in these historic mining
hills, got county open-space funding to purchase the

I t is anc day away from the summer solstice as [

tract, and after many burcaucrasic delays, celebrated
the park’s epening last month:. They have planned
a whate serics of tours to introduce the public to its
many intcresting geological and cultural feasures™,
and also contirue to work on environmental issues
associated with several nearby sand and gravel opera-
tions—a wonderful example of local iniriacive and
involvement creating 2 community of people whe
care about the place where they live as well as the
broader implications of changing times.

You, teo, as Sierrans, can get involved with nearby
issues in the company of other members znd the
coltaboration of other concerned grotips. Nexe

* Ser the current list of Cerrillos Hills tours on the Novthern
Gronp pages, (p. 16-17).

weckend, the Chapter will be voting on funding
projects praposed by our five Groups, and many
more egregious issucs are out there, waiting to be
rackled by local citizens. Attend your Group's Gen-
eral and Conservation meetings, and hear firsthand
what is happening; read the many goed articles in
this newsletter,

Go check out one of our outings, feel your mind
and body refreshed and rejuvenated by our still
glotious outdoors, and enjoy the camaraderie of the
ather participaats. Then, in the campany of Sicrrans,
friends and neighbors, dig in and work on the
project of your chaice. You may be surprised what
a gratifying sense of community you are creating
in these troubled and decply disturbing times.

~Noratee McCallan

Saturday, ]u.ly i
carcamp the night hcfc:t,
Mulllotra {995 §547-an,

Friday-Sunday, July 18-20 + fie Grandec Pyramid BDackpels, San Juan Mountains,
CO—Wonderful vistas, casy climb. Abe Jacobson (672

Friday-Sunday, July 18-20 » Redscone Park/\Whitewater Creck/Detoche Canyen
Backpack—Moderase, 18-mile bnr_k nck in onc oFlhc Gila's longcst crecks. Rulim
/ ; .

:9 579-Los Alamos). ..

Selected Sierra Club Outings for July, August, and September 2003

packs——Expla

u_rplor:uory hike, wir.h' .
lerada IJo_rc!:;r. La

Sama Fe Ski Basi

trooedeirt by Carolyn Keskullt; for more of her work, see pages 7-9 in tis issue, and winwcarelynkestulla.ner)

Saturday, August 16 » Lake Katherine Hile—Strenous hike 10 this beautiful lake
below Santa Fe Baldy. Les Drapela (438-3306-SFe}.

Satuday‘, August 23 » Santa Fe Baldy Hike--Strenucus hike te 12,600°, Dan
Rusth (680-8967-Santa Fe).

Fndn)-Mnm:h}, August 29-September 1 # Coloradn Sangre de Criste Back-
I o teiils on easy side of the: Sangrcs Both are two- :l:xy backpacks. -

v a.rgot Wilsons (7-‘14 SBGU—TorC)

' Saturday; Sepicinber 6 » » Deception Peals Hdm—Moduatc!s
o l” 000", Mikt Goldcy (820 ?302—Smua Fo).

“* $teep hike 1 the highest fine of 1lu:‘0rt.m Rangc, wuh agii n_:ifmm
Bommcal Gardcn, “hl.ch fiow oiersees the former Gold Mike proper

énuious bike from the

and Fl Pnn'emr Canyon Hike—Strenuous
i 69(] 8967—Sama Fc)

The New Ranch: Hope on the Range

The Quivira Coalition offers two tours of progressive ranches in New Mexico:
September 3-7, 2003 (Wed-Sun) and
September 29 to Qctober 3, 2003 (Mon-Friday)
Tour Destinations:
Carsizo Vatley Ranch with Sid & Cheryl Goodloe
The USDA Jornada Experimental Range with Dr. Kris Havsead
The Gray Ranch with Dz. Ben Brown and Bill McDonald
Birding on The U Bar Ranch with Dr. Raland Shook
The Williants Ranch with Jim 8¢ Joy Williams
Price per Person: $1,250 (includes travel and most meals)
(A generous portion of this amount is tax deductible.)

A small but growing progressive ranching mevement is reinventing the profession. If you zre interested in the
fuzsure of land and people in the rumt Southwest, this wus is for you. This will be a geeat opportunity to see
deer, pronghorn, raptors, endangered bird species, and some of the mast beautiful horizons in New Mexico.

Call 505-520-2544 for information.

Rio Grande. Chapter

Saturday; the Exccunv Co __mlttcc will meet
on Sunday morning.

All members are invited. € you would like
1o artend, plcaSC contact Chapter Chair Doug
Fraser; to arrange carpoals, please contact

Group Chairs {see Masthead; page 2}.

The Chaprer’s winter meeting is scheduled
for 6-7 December 2003, also-ar Sevillera.
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