Heritage Plants and Seeds from Camino Real to Grow at Embudo

or quite sometime, I've had a dream of
F recreating a Spanisk Colonial Heritage
orchard and garden.

[t has been a dream of mine to try and save <he old
varietics of fruits and vegetables that were common
up to the 1950s. And there are still some hidden
gems in orchards and gasdens, not only in warmer
climates of the upper Rio Grande such as the
Espaifiola Valley, bus alse in places such as Rancho de
Taos and Valdez, to name 2 few places at altitudes
as high as 7,000 feer.

When the first colonizers under the Spanish
Crown made their way from Zacatecas to San Juan
in 1598, under don Juan dec Ofiate, with him came
not only Spanish, but also French, Greeks, and Indi-
ans from the Mexico City—Tlaxcaltecas—who were
master farmers and orchardists.

Along with the prople came seeds and possibly
scedlings (or cuttings) of fruits that were not

=Atdhe:Statel.evel;

i nspired by the presence of a new governor with 2

strong environmental record, che NM legislature
is introducing more “good bills” than our lobby-
ists are used to having the opportunity to suppors.

Rio Grande Chapter
'Priorities for the 2003
Legislatlve Sessmn

’ 'F:rst-prmnty Issues

I‘_ii Pratcct watcr msoun:es A :
] _Accqula water hnnkmg and tmnsfcm
. Ml:tcrmg and: hm:tmg dm use nf

!E _Incrcasc ﬁmdmg fac Conscrvanon Scmccs
Dcfcnd the NM Mmsng Act e

:Other lmpartant Issues

 Fl Promete uthcr wnl:cr consen’atlon .
/initiatives (e gray-water Gse, waer-
conscrvntzon appmpr;auons) page 6

IZI Aclvocate for pubkc transpogtation:
“Regional transic distiicts {R’I’Ds)
Safe routes to schools Paged0

El Estab]lsh Mesll%:z Valiey Bosquc State Pari{

% Support Otéro Mesa wilderniess dcsxgna-
tion and other sot_md land»usc initiatives
i pﬂgﬂ 4 and 1

common (o this area. As carly as 1630, Fray Alonso
de Benavidez wrote in his Memorial:

“All this land is very fertile, it gives forth with
great zbundance everyching which is sown in in:
corn, wheat, beans, lentils, garbanzos, fabas, peas,
pumpkins, water :nelons, canteloupes, cucum-
bers; every kind of vegetable: cabbage, lettuee,
carros, thistles, garlic, oniens, cactus fruit,
pitahayas, apricots, peaches, nuts, acorns, black-
berries and many others which [ won't mention
to zvoid cxaggeration. .. .”

Many schelars, in both this country and Mexico,
claim the Camino Real extended from Mexice City
to Santa Fe, but that is not the case. Although the
“City Different” didn't exist until 1610, whar even-
tuatly became known as the Camino Read de Tierra
Adentro existed since before the Spanish settled
in Mexico.

{eantinued on prge 7)

Richardson, however, also has a pro-business track
record. This is not inherently bad news, buc his
administration must hear from us abour whar kind
of businesses we want to cultivate in New Mexico—
Alternative encrgy, oz oit and gas? Watcr harvesting,
or construction motatoria? Transit, bike paths and
urban renewal, or SUV production and associated
air-pollution mirigation? Mine-funded mine
reclamation, or mining bankruprcies that leave
taxpayers with the reclamation bills? And so on.

If cnch of us makes one call thars )

a

(photo by Chrimie Green}

Many. Opportunities to Support.:Good.Bills ... ...

Don't fet anyone persuade yeu that our options
are limited! We are keeping our sights set on the
good alternatives, the solutions that make sense—
and we're committed to kepping them on the front
burner in the Legislature and on the Governor's deske.
Here is a summary of the status of our “First Prior-
ity” issucs, as we go ta press at the end of February.

Protect Water Resources

Acequin Water Banking (HB302, SB124—aew
legislation} and Compliance with Acequia Require-
ments (HB303, SB123—new legisltion)--These
bills legally allow acequias to continue to share water
within their individual ditch systems, and place these
arrangements under cach acequia’s jurisdiction, no
longer under the Office of the State Engincer,

Sponsors—Ben Lujan, Caslos Cisncros

Status—All have passed and are an their way o
Richardson for his signature!

Action—Congratulate the NM Acequia Associa-
tion!

{eontinned on page 3}
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Tharik Yout

Gwean_rdweli and MaryBeth Morand—Chaprer lesigharive/poticical chatc and legislative - :

coordinator, respectively—thaiik you! We recognize and appreciare your long hours researching
bills and issues, dtrending hearings; staying in sieady, personal éoniﬁc_t.W'ith_légiéla[di‘s_:iné_['rhei_r_kt_:'y.
staffpersons, codrdinating the Sierra Club meinbers who cill and write and airend hearings——iand ©
your inflagging good humor all alang the way, Two more weeks to go until icon, ;
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NM Legislature 2003 (camineed fom page 1}

Domestic Well Regulation (new legislation)—
Various proposals are artempting to stipulate:
* metering of wells,
* reduction of usage from 3 acre feet 1o 1 acre
foot or less, and
* penalties for overuse.

Well meters can cost $400-$1,500. There are
questions about whether enforcement is realistic,
Status—Various, and sometimes competitive,
proposals ace coming before house and senate

committees,

Action/Needs—Continne 1o monitar proposals and

negoriate for best terms. As soon as it is clear which
bill will prevail, begin 2 phone tree to legislarors.

Regulation of CAFOs in the NM Water Quality

Act (HB 654, no senate version)—Weakens the

publie-hearing and appeals process for water-quality

permits.
Sponser—John Heazon
Statis—We'te on the defensive, The bil met sub-

stantizl opposition in the House Energy and Natural

Resources Committee hearing, on 2/21, Representa-
tive Heaton agreed o amend in consultation with
the NM Envirorment Department and the New
Mexico Envitanmental Lasw Center before the next
hearing, in House Judiciary Commiteec.

Action/Needs—Continuc to defend New Mexico
water-qualiry reguiations.

LEner S e L
Solar and Wind Tax Credit (SB348, no house
version yet—new legistation}—Proposcs one-time-
only tax credits for solar and wind instaliations:
15% of instllation costs up to $3,000,
Spansor-—Dede Feldman
Statrs—DPassed through Senate Corporations on
2/7, nexe hearing is in Senate Finance Committee—
dare not yet known.
Action/Needs—Support.

(contirued o page 18)

in Junuary, we lost one of
gur most dcrive and ingpiv-
ing members, A tribute to
Carelfyn and her way of
Deing in the world iy
included on the Novthern
Granp pages (pages i5-16)
and, as it turns out, in
Normak Qutings colinn
oit the back page. Farewell,
Casafpn, Thank you for
chagsing us (phate conrtery
of G. Srialker).

Thanks to the generans belp of Caroly's Keskulld’s son-in-
sy, Grorge Stalker, a sampling af ber ars graces these pages,
including this Utaly water hole (1987),

March/AriiL 2003

A Note From the Chair

he New Year is well on its

way. By the time you read
this, the New Mexico legistative
session will be in its final days,
ending ar noon on Mazch 22ad.
Please read he front-page article
on our legislative coverage. The
attacks on the New Mexico Hard
Rock Mining Act (one of the best
ine the country) by some in the
industry are demanding a lot of
our time. MaryBeth Morand and
Gwen Wardwell have, however,
been doing a yeoman's job.

I've been spending fruitful time
traveling throughout our area to
attend Group exceutive committee mecdngs, We
have some great leadership in both New Mexico
and west Texas.

One of the themes in chis issuc is the caleural
eross-currents that are becoming more and more
imporsant in uniticg the urban environmental
communiry with that of the rural and indigenous
<ommunities that live en and steward our less
developed lands. Some of the misunderstandings,
and even the hostilitics, of dhe past are being set
aside, if for nio other reasen than because the resi-
dents of the smalle, moze rural communities five

Diong Fraser

Rio Grande Chapter Chaiy

closet to and are more a part of
the actual management of the
resourees upon which the biodi-
versity we hold dear depends. Paul
Tractman's att and poctry (page 7)
captuze the spirit of ous lives here,
and Estevan Arellano reminds as
(page 1) that many of us may hold
a elue to the herirage dhat has
taken root and borne fruic for
centuries in this landcape.

I am tempred to say that the
seerility of the urban communirics
is beyend redemption—~bus Jan
Kindel's contribution (page 11},
and Ken Hughes' piece on the
Popsicle Test for saft afternatives to high-speed
automobile traffic (page 10), affirm that the
urban-rencwal movement is alive and well,
striving creatively 1o revive a village quality of life,
“drawing on the best from the past and the
present.” Sustainability itsclf is alse cleacly 2 crass-
cultural initiative, as Moises Gonzales emphasizes
in his article about the goals of the Mexicana
Education and Land Trust {page 9),

We must work for sustainability in the rural
areas, or much too much will be fost.

—Dong Fraser

When Carolyn Reskrella dicd

‘ 'Vice Chair Don Dearholt
Creating a Library of Environmental Studies

ast December, Don

Dearholt accepred the
position of vice-chair of the
Ria Grande Chapeer of the
Sierra Club. After more than
20 acrive years in the Sierra '
Club in both southern New
Mexico and northeastern’
Mississippi, he says that he’s
“pleased—quite ecstatic,
actually” about having
moved back to Las Cruces
it the summer of 2000.

Don has worked as an clec-
trical engincer and computer
scientist for 2 feng time and
is now semi-reticed. He
teaches occasionatly, mostly
working with individual stu-
dents who are interested in
his graph-based models for cognitive processcs.
He is working ot a theary-based appreach o
asynchronous instruction (such as via the web},
and ather applications ¢hat have emerged over the
past decade. His hobbies include music (playing a
variety of tnstruments), hiking, jogging, finding
interesting new places to explore, and {of course!)
environmental activism.

He says, “my primary envirenmental concerns
are the warer, forest, prasslands, and wildlife of
our country, and the ccological issues that are
affecting so many aspeets of all our fives now. I'm

very concerned that we are,
as usual, overlooking seme

* things that worit be cvident,
even o science, for pethaps
decades,”

Den is in the process of
establishing a rechnical
library of references for use
‘in the many situations
in which we environmental-
isws find ourselves, He says,
“If you have any technical
papers about damage done
10 the environment by, for
example, drilling for gas or
oil, ot putting poison in the
rivers, or putting rozds
through forest or grasslands,
please cither forward copies
of these papers to ni¢, ar

send me the references so that [ can make copics.”
(Don’s contact information is included in the
Masthead, on page 2.)

He continucs, “We've already presented seme
of these papers to politicians and te forest service
officials. It's my intent to provide them with im-
portant reading material that is mote than just
our opinions.” And what about those who won't
consider scientific information? As far as Dor's
concerned, “Then we have more than sufficient
reason for opposing them, and for supperting
other candidates or policies.”

—Den Dearholt
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Richardson Writes to Sy
Now It s Time for NM Se

election of Governor Bjll Richardson, the play-

ing field jusr gor a licdle more fevel, The fight is
over oil and gas develapment in New Mexico's Wild-
est Grassland—Orero Mesa, As we 80 to press, the
Bureau of Land Management is in the process of
editing the Final Environmenral Impacr Statement
(EIS) for Otero Mesa. Their decision could come as
carly as mid-March.*

Many positive developmeets in the past few
months give us serious hope for success on this
contraversial issue. First is the involvement of the
Governor. Gn February 18, he wrate to Secretary
of Interior Gale Norron and asked:

* for the "designation of a significant wilderness
ared” in the Greater Otero Mesa Area,

* fora “new wilderness inventory,” and

* to be part of any furure negotiations involving
the Greater Otero Mesa Area.

I t continues to be an uphilf fight, buc with the

* Even if an EIS concludes chat major impacts would
result, the managing Agency may recommend that the
propased development proceed (eg, the ULS. Fish and
Wildlife Service recommendation in the Final EIS for
proposed developnient of the Arctic National Wildfife
Refuge). At besr, the EIS step of the planning process:

* encolirages the managing agency to identify
foreseeable minor and major impacts; and

* puts thar agency on record affirming or denying
thaz individuaf and cumulative environmental losses
amount to an acceprabie srade-off when weighed
against the values of the proposed development,

r—-u—-n-———n--——u—u—_m-——-—

II Jain the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance

1 and H':IP protect New Mexico’s natural !-ncrii:agc

I O 320 Individual [3 $100 Contributing
1 [T $25 Family [0 $250 Lifetime
I 01 $50 Supporting {1 $10 Student/Senjor

Name

Ol and gas is nor the bighest use for the 1. 2-million-cre
Greater Otero Mesa Aren, 520,000 acres of w:';iff) qualifier
Sor wilderness designarion, according to the New Mexico
Wildernes Alliance (phato by Stephen Capra),

Several scientific studies have also been completed
that cast doubt on assumptions made by the BLM
that this grassland can be restored if development
oceurs. The New Mexico Wilderness Alfiance
(NMWA) commissioned D, Walter Whitford,

a world-renowned grassland expert and former

professor ar New Mexico State Un iversity, 1o study

the grasslands of Otero Mesa, His report includes
the following observations:

* “Chibuahuan Desert Grasslands are the most
endangered ecosystem or plant community
type in North America.”

* “Oil 2nd gas development will require
construction of many addirional miles of roads
thar will increase boch wind and warer erosion

and potentially affect the survival

of local vegetation.”

* “Cleared well pads should be
considered as irreparable clear-
ings within the grasslands.”

* “The problem soils, commer-
cial sources of seeds, and the
potential genetic problems
wich reseeded rangelands com-

ity 1o restore Chitwahuan

I Address
I City, State, Zip

Desers grasslands on Otero

I Phone E-mail

Mesz extremely high.”

1
|
I
I
1
I
|
| bine to make the risk of inabil-
i
I
I
I
oA

deduct $4,000,

web site (wwwielecericdrive.org).

Hybrid Cars Good for a Tax Break -

In May 2002, the IRS announced thar hybrid cars will qualify for 2 deduction of up to 52,000 The

exact amoune will depend upon the model and manufacrirers’ dacumentation of the cost of inscall-
ing the electric moror and related equipment. Owriers do not need to fremize i order to claim this
benefir, This benefit is retrosctive (hybrids became available in 2000), and it is available through 2003,
after which it is schedufed to decrease 25% each year until it is phased out ar the end of 2006, Watch
for new legislation te pick up where this leaves off o

According to the Electric Drive Transportation Association {EDTA), nearly 50,000 hybrid electric
vehicles are on the road in che Unired Szates today, and raughly 100,000 woridwide.

Since 1992, an enetgy law has allowed waxpayers wha purchased new; fully electric vehicles ro

For more information about cars and the environment, sce che Eavitonmental Defense web site
(www.envirnnmenraldcfense.org). For more information about cleaner car choices, visit the Clear Car
Campaign (wwwclcancarcampaign.org). For move informatian about electric vehicles, see the EDTA

~—Environmental Defirre
and Electtic Drive Tiansporsation Assciation
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pport Otero Wilderness Designation
nators to Speak Up for Us

Whidford’s report confirms thar industry, not sci-
ence, is guiding the Final EIS on Otero Mesa, While
the science clearly shows us that this area cannot be
testored, political prossure continues ro push devel-
opment forward. More expert reports addressing
hydralegy, bird species, prairie dogs and pronghomn
have been commissioned by NMWA.

INMWIA also recently placed more than 47,600
acwspaper inserts in cight southern New Mesico
newspapers, illustrating how ofl and gas development
will destroy che wildecness potential of this grassiand.

The Coalition for New Mexico Wilderness is com-
piling the nzmes of hundreds of businesses and orga-
nizarions thar suppost wilderness, o demonstrate
how broad the constituency for wilderness in New
Mexico teuly is (505/843-8696; PO. Box 27528,
Albuquerque, NM 87125},

The Otero Mesa campaign js beginning to rke on
both a national and international component. Sev-
eral national groups have tecently joined the coali-
tion, including the National Wildlife Federation,
Recenzly, che Otero Mesa issue was part of an inter-
national conference held near the Jano’s grassland in
Chihuahua, Mexico.

In lace March 2003, Eco-Srewards, 2 faith-based
canservation group, will be coming from their home
in Santa Rosa, California v Orero Mesa for 2 three-
'dzy event to write a paperbased on faithand. .. e
preservation, Members of the Mew Mexico Council” ™
of Churches and members from parishes of all
denominations will take part. )

O ur focus is now on ourz Senators, In the time

remaitting, it s crucial to gain their support in
our efforts 1o protece Otero Mesa. Senator Bingaman
remains uncommiteed. Both Senator Domeniei and
Bingzaman are the ranking members in their
respective parties on the Senage Energy and Natural
Resaurces Committee. Thus, they have tremendous
power when it comes to protecting Orero Mesa, [t is
important that they hear from youl

* Ask them to delay implementation of the
BLM’s Final EIS, until the agency conducts a
new Wilderness invenzory of the Greater Qtero
Mesa Area and until sound science is facrored
into the final decision-making process.

* Ask them 10 join our Governor in helping 1o
protect this important part of New Mexico’s
Conservation Heritage.

* And please, write 1o Governor Richardson
to thank him for raking a leadership role in
protecting Crero Mesa

Far more information, concacr Chapter Wilderness
Chair Martin Feinrich (see Directory, page 2), or
Stephen Capra 2t NMWA in Albuquerque
(843/8696; steve@nmuwild.orp; www.nmwild.org)

~—Stephen Capra

Governor Bill Richardson
Srate Capiral, Room 400
Sancz Fe, NM 87501

Senator Jeff Bingaman

703 Hast Senare Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
202/224-552]

Senator Pete Domendci

328 Harr Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
202/224-6621
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Outings Challenge EI

he mile-high pass in the Frankdin Mountains

State Park in B! Paso, Texas was only the

beginning of 2 climbing adventure for an
[nner City Qusings (ICO) group of teenagess in
mid-January 2003. The Children’s and Adolescents’
Mental Health Program Services (ChAMDS) and the
Post-Adoption program of Family Services of El Paso
took on South Frarklin Peak and successfully com-
pleted the goal of making it possible for cvery persou
o make it to the top—a climb of 2.5 miles and
1,400 feet in clevacion.

[CO s an outreach program of she Sierra Club
that provides wilderness experiences for those who
have lizile access to the ourdoors, This all-volunteer
group in El Pasa has waken children, adolescenss,
and their parents on many diffetent events, such as
caving, bicycle riding, hiking, fishing, backpacking,
habitat restoration, Christmas tree hunting in the
snow, and canocing. The group chair, Ted Mertig,
commented that JCO gives adolescents a chance to
become successful in both social refationships and
physical activities. At the same time, adults are
rewarded with a chance o “sec the world through
a child’s cyes” and the knowledge that they have
helped develop an awarcness of the nagural
cnvironment.

Reeent activities included camping out by Radium
Springs, New Mexico and canocing down the Rio
Grande in a sace sponsored by the Boy Scouts.
Alchough the desert of El Paso affords little opportu-

parenes, and adult volunteers gamely made their way
down the river in six canoes, A lost paddle, an over-
turned canoe, the rescue of 2 “bridge clinger,” and a
pet dog in 2 life preserver simply became good stories
enjoyed over a picnic lunch at the end of the 15-mile
event. Three canoc groups even won awards, Kudos
ga to Rick Lane, Richard Rheder, and Jim Rogers for
their paddling skills and abilizy o balance cances on
makeshift trailers.

Each surmmer, an intensive weekly bicycle pragram
srzins students to participate in the B Paso Bicycle
Club’s annual “Clile Pepper Challenge,” a ride with
rauzes of 15, 32, 50, 62 and 100 miles, Although
few have been able to cycle the entire “cencary,” all
proudly finished the lenpess ride of their life. Bicycle
safety expert and extremely patient trainer Ed
Macbeth drives down from Las Cruces to transform

Paso City Dwellers to Expand Their Horizons

e

: . 5 el X i : . #
The ChAMPS unit and Post Adoption group hewd down Soreth Frankiin Peat after making it up to ihe TV rowers at 6,810
Jees. This Jamary FCO outing in Fanklin Mountains Stase Pavk, B Paso, Texas had 11 adolecents and wwas led by Richard
Rbedes; Jim Rogers, Vioshii Pussmean, and Amanda Vieea (photos by Richard Rheder). "Wz fike to think we can do seme good
Jor ehildren toho lave had a rough tiwe,” sy anotber ICO trip leader; Mary Low Parker. “Its amazing hotw littke they bnow

iahonr patre. " About an auting in miﬁ'—Febmm;y. she writes, “Vesterday, we hadd a ‘refwctans’ crew of 1o eightly graders on a
hike in the Franklin Mountains to see the site of @ eravhied bomber that’s 50 years old. Partway np the mountain, they rurned

whitytopractice’ paddiing; the group of adolescents, -

neophytes into ccrr;pctcm cyclists. Thanks to a gife
from the El Paso Bicycle Club, all participants are
outfitred with free helmets.

Although most ICQ events have fewer than 15
participants, the prize for the fargest turnout gaes to
the Post Adoption program’s April 2002 trip o
White Sands Mational Monument. Fifty-tvo family
members—from babies to grandparents—hiked, slid
down the dunes, and jusr plain had fun. Fer most, it
was a first-time visit ro this famous destination.

Qther 1CO groups have been high-school cheater-
arss students, middle-school special educarion stu-
dents, and youth detention-home tesidents. Adule
leaders are always welcome; if you would like te vol-
unieer, please contact Ted Mertig (915/852-301 15
tmertig@earthlink.nec).

~eMary Lou Parker

to Richard and told hin what fin they were baving. He replied, “Yon've made my day!™

A family praup peers out from a “lava tube” at Aden Guter
in Dodia Ana connty, Netw Mexico. The ICO Janvary 2003
satirg on BLM land wits led by Richard Rbeder, fim Regers,
and Amandsa Vaca with six ehildven from CHhAMPS and the
Post Adoption group.

Polls Confirms Wide Support; Now, Uphold New RPS Standard

ceording to = mid-February survey of 509

registered voters it Mew Mexico, conducted

for the Natural Resources Defense Council,
Mew Mexicans strongly embrace proposals to reduce
power plants’ warer usc and to increase renewable
encrgy technologies such as wind and solar power.

*+ By a margin of 85% to 12%, voters support a
rule thar requires utiity companies to geaerate
10% of their electricity from renewable sources
;2001 (sce Siernen Jan/Feb 2003 and page 1
of this issuc). Support for this proposal crosscs
partisan, ethnic, and geographic groups.

By a margin of 88% to 796, veters support a
proposal that would require new power plants
1o use less water than existing plants use. This is
also bipartisan and statewide suppore.

“Ideas on how. . . to grow New Mexico’s cconomy
have been high on the priority fist for the State,” said

Manrcu/ArriL 2003

State Representative Brian Meore. “Policy to pro-
motc the growth of tenewzble energy in the State
will aid ¢his goal, and eastern New Mexico. . . needs
the investment. . . thac these reseurces will bring.”
[n December 2002, the NM Public Regulation
Cemmission (PRC) adopted a renewable energy
requirement (see Sieizan Jan/Feb 2003). Public
Service Cotnpany of New Mexico and other utilities
appezled the rufing, but the PRC upheld it. The
utilitics arc pursuing legisiative challenges (see page
1}, and may pursue court challenges, o the rafe.
We urge resicents to write to their state legislators,
and to send letters to the editor, in supporr of the
rencwable energy rule, which requires rilities to pro-
vide 5%6 of their electricity from renewable sources
by 1 January 2006, and 1056 by 1 January 2011.
Members should also support efforts at the
national fevel to include a “20% by 2620” provision

for reacwable energy in the federal energy bill thae
Congress will work on this year.

Concern about utility water consumption stetns
from the face that, according to the State Engineer,
electric utilities consume 20 billion gatlons of New
Mexico water cach year. This is equivalent to more
than 5096 of what the City of Albuguerque con-
sumes. State legislators are considering a bill requir-
ing tough water-conservation plans for new coal- and
gas-fired power plants in New Mexico—plans that
would have to consider a water-saving technolegy
called dry cooling, which can cut power plant warer
use by morc shan 90%.

For more information, see the Coalition for
Clean Affordable Energy web site (www.cfeae.org),
or contact Chapter Encegy [ssues Chair Gail Ryba
(sec Masthead, page 2).

—Gail Ryba
Chapter Energy Iisues Chair
Rio GRaNDE Sierran &

el



Sumner Lake
The Challenge of Drought

hat do we do with the water thart flows

in the Pecos River, when the flow
dwindles 1o next to nothing? The residents of
Santa Rosz and Fort Sumaer, like others
acrass the State, are up against a tough social
and environmental dilemma that could pit
one resident against another, or could bring
us together to figure out a way to adjust 1o
present circumstances.

Legislators are considering several bills to
suspend “use-it-or-lose-ic” rules perraining 1o
irrigation allocations. In the meantime, says
Nerthern Group Conservation Chair Paul
Paryslki, it may be helpful to bear in mind
that the “use-it-or-lose-it” rule has rever been
enforced in New Mexico; no one has ever losc
irrigation rights because sthe did not use his/
her allocarion.

For more information, contact Paul Paryski
in Santa Fe (992-1984; pparyski®aol.com).

The only water in Lake Swnner is pooled against the
dem ftop; a seate parks dock is high and dry ac
Alamo Cove a half mile above the dau; an outlet that
is asterelly 18 feet wnder water is shown with a
channel that the last water cut thrangh lake-bottorm
sediment; thowusands of dead fish fieter she shore belote
the dam (photos cavrtesy of Jerry Crabb, 355-6972}.

Now, Help Move Gray Water Bills in Senate

efore the legislature rhis session are two bills
desigaed to better facilitate gray-water use in
New Mexico landscapes these zre House Bill

{HB) 114 sponsored by Representative Mimi Steware

and Senate Bill (SB) 113 sponsered by Senator Cisco
MeSotely. This would be an essential step toward

the kind of water-sustainability pelicy thar we
desperately need,

What Would HB114 / SBi13 do?

HB114 / SB113 simplifies state code so thac gray
water car: be used safely in the landscape. Currensly
state code does not dilferentiate berween black and
gray water (defined below). This makes gray water
re-use prohibitively expensive. By malding the neces-
sary distinction and creating safe guidelines, we will
take an essential step in conserving New Mexica's
most valuable resource for fiture generations. With
essentially no expense to the State, the positive effect
of FIB114 / §B113 would be immediate.

FB114 /5B113 would wor undermine any local
ordinances, because it allows for towns, cities, and
counties to be more, rather than less, restrictive when
it comes (o gray water re-use.

What is Gray Water?

Technically, gray water is uatreared houschold
wastewarter that has not come in cenrace with toilet
waste (black water). Primarily, gray water includes
wastewater from bathrubs, showers, bathroom sinks,
and clothes washing machings, HRL14 / SBI13 also
stipulates that wastewarer from kitchen sinks, dish-
washers, and the washing of material soiled with
human excrement 1o be “black watet.”

Is Gray Water Safe?

Yes. When handled praperly, gray warer is safe.
EHB114 / SB113 includes best management practices
developed to protect public health and water quality.

. them ta suppore §SBLISL - (0 Ly QL

Arizona and Texas already have gray water regula-
tiens similar to FIB114 / SB113.

What does HB114 / SB113 require?
* Every gray water distribution system must
pravide for overflow into the sewer.

Gray water storage tanks must be covered.
Systems must not be sited in floodways.
Gray water must be stored ar least five feet
above the ground water table,

Pipes must be clearly idencified.

Gray water must not run out of a
homeowners property.

Contact with people or domestic pets
must be minimized.

Ponding of gray water is prohibited.
Spraying of gray water is prohibited.
Gray water must not be discharged w
a watercourse.

Use of gray water must comply with
lacal erdinznces.

No more than 250 gallons of gray water
can be used in a given day.

Yo dare, HB114 was passed snanimously by four
House committees. SB113 has passed the Senare
Conservation Committee and is scheduled o be
heard at the Senate Judiciary Commitice,

To read these bills please go to <hitpd//legis.state.
nm.us>. Go o “Bill Finder,” and enter SB113 or
HB114. Please contact your Senators and urge

Hixan
Far more information, contact Norchern Group
Conservation Chair Paul Paryski (660-4077;
pparyski®aol.com), or Melissa McDonald at
Santa Fe Permaculture, Inc. (424-4444; mel@
sfpermaculture.com).
—Melissa McDonald
member of the City of Santa Fe
Water Conservation Connnittee
and co-owener of Satta Fe Permacultnre, Inc,

ezl

Clearly, Gray Water Bill Creates Jobs .

fen he flopped open the front page of h;s Sunda}' New }'br.-': Thvies two d:sys before thc opcmng i

of his first legislative session as governas, Bill Richardson probably cringed. There, in color, wis.
[hc stlvery minnow and an article about how New Mexico has mostly 1gnnrcd its water problem. .
he must have said, “How's a guy, even a sweet-taller like me, gonn:; attract businesses here
whcn my entire Palm ‘Pitot outside of the 505 azea code j just found out we're our of water?”

Faced both with dwindling water reserves and a need to grow our economy, Richardson would be
wise to apply the permaculture principle that understands “problems™ as solutions, Rarher than seeing
the water preblem as a drag on our economy, we should be msplrcd by wa:cr—harvcstmg and rccyclmg B
solutions chat creare jobs, :

Cne such solution, which would ease regulations on resxdcntlal gra)'water fe-use, is pcndmg ind
legislature. . . . It has the support of many environmental ndvomcy and busmess-oncnted grcuzps as
well as the Clty of Sansa Fe, o

'T¢s doubtful thet either the hard working stte e task force that clrafzcd the bill, or s lead sponsor,
Representative Mimi Stewart {D-Albuquerque), would say that the legxslatlon is about econosmic
develapment. I¢'s simply about making gray water {warer that deesr't go through the tmlct, klmhcn :
sink, or dishwasher) use in: the landscape safer and more popular. , .,

Neo permit is rcqulrcd for gray-water use in the landscape, as fong as 10 basic cnnémons are mct [m:e
article]. . . . Many homeowners, if pmpcrly educated, will have no probiem fn[luwzng these slmp[c
gmdclmcs There will, however, cerrainly be many who would like to use gray warer effectively—but

_would prefer not to install the system themselves, This is where ‘plambing, irrigation, and landscapiy
jobs get directly created, In'addition, the construction ;nduszry as a'whole | is boosrcd when Buil dm
need less water 1o provldx. cusbstdc appca] .
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Heritage Gardens (s, fom page I}

On the Camino Real came all types of fruiss and
vegerables chac have since disappeared, or we assume
they are no longer available.

For that reason, I became interested in ar least
attempting to locate the old varicties of fruits and
chcmbICS, but for the past 15 ycars, I have feund no
instisution interested in such a project. When [
worked at the Ofare Center, I attempted to start
such a project on a small seale, but I seon learned
thar politics and cuiture don't mix,

Ther: last year, when the communities within che
Embude grant got tagecher to fundraise and acquire
the property that housed the old Zeller Store, which
included about an acre of acequia irrigated land, I
thoughs this might be the place to finally bring the
project to fruition.

During a community meeting to get ideas about
the use of the property, I immediately planted the

idea of a colonial heritage orchard as pate of the
library as a learning center, and immediately [
naticed the idea had struck a sympacheric cord

with the audience.

Then, when the stcering committee set up by the
board of the Embudo Valley Library opted to give
the use of the irrigated fand to anyone who came up
with a goed idea, I presenced the idea of the heritage
orchard-—and that gos the ball rollirg.

Next, I contacted Edmund Gomez, director of the
Sustainable Agriculture Center at the experimental
station operated by New Mexico State University in

Vertienie del Rio Los
Bravos

Rio Los Bravos
Watershed

Alcalde, and he liked the idea. I had previously

wwrmmrsspnentioned this idez to Mr. Gomez and-he set up a-
meeting with Dr. Ron Walser, fruic specialist with

the Extension Service.

They then came 1o Dixon 1o loak ar dhe place and
discuss the idea further. What we decided o do was
get our a story in the press. For that, Kevin Robinson
de Avila from the information services at the excen-

sion service was contacted. He came and did an
interview and took picures.

Soon the articke he wrote appeared first in the
Albuguergue Tribine, then the Santa Fe New
Mexican,

Since it has appezred in papers in Oklahoma;
Prescott, Arizona; and even in Tennessee.

Alady, originally from Ranchos de Taos, now mar-
ried in Dixon, called to ler me know abour a very old
archard in her family; thac family documents from
the fate 18005 mention the orchard. If any reader

knows of an old erchard, an old variety of chile,
calabazas mexicanas, mafz concho, efc., you can
centact me at 505/579-4027 or e-mail mc at
Estevan_2002@yahoo.com.

The dream is to eventually cstablish such 2 regposi-
tory of genetic diversity that the project can serve to
diversify the economy, so farmers can make money
and thus save the acequia watcr. Also, this idea tics in
with the farmers markets sprouting throughout the

State.
Hopelully, now that Mayor Peralta witl become

Wolves bad the rin of this watershed,

and shepherds berded their flocks for months
dcross common bands without d femce”
and there was wood for the winter fires
and acegeias keps the pastures wet enongh
to yield turo cnttings of alfalfs,

and to grow a year’s supply of flaur
for a family, with enougl lefé

10 take sante soutl to trade for apples,
asd 10 keep a good kitchen garden,

and te raise a crop of potatoes.

And there was no lack of garme to bunt.

Now shis watershed is endangered,

long ago fenced, rented, bought and sold
Jor prafit, not far posterity,

and the old saying, “water is lifs,”

is less a sacred truth than a ary

of small fermers struggling to survive,

The scientists arrive to study

the overgrized griss, eroded soils

af the streambunks, the exithroar tront
vanishing in the bigh country.

But science ean't save what were fosing,
only loving the land again can,

To use the land withons affection
betrays life, betrays the watershed

and tirns the water into money.
“Werer is life” is the sacred ruth

only as long as life i sacred.

Lobos corrian por ln vertiznte

3 pastores-cuidaban sus atafos por temporaday, .

dtravds de terrelos comroes y $it 0eros,

3 habia lefia para fiegos inversales

3 dus acequias satntraban las vegas
para realizar dos cortes de alfalfa,

para produciy In harina necesaria

para la familia, con la cantidad adicional
cambiada por manzana mds al swr;

y pard wna productiva bierta hogareiia,

y para cosechar papas suficientes.

Yoo habia eseasez de animals de eaza,

Abora esta vertiente se ve en peligro,

cercada por afios, alquitada, comprnda y vendida
por ganancia, y no para I posteridad,

y el antigno dicho, "¢l agna es vida',

&5 una verdad mienos sagrda gue el Hante
de,aguel pequeiio agricultor fuchando por la vida.

Liegan los cientificos a estudiar

fos pastas taladss, los rios

desbarrancados, la srucha nativa
desapareciends de los riachuelos de wentaria.
Pero {u ciencia no puede salvar lo que perdimos,
sinicamente el amor de la tierm lo prede lograr.
El s de la tierva sin amarla

& traicionar la vidn, traiclonar la vertiente

y feriar el agua por dinero.

“El agn es vida" es nna verdad sagrada

pera salamente crando la vida es sagrada,

Secretary of Touristm, the pueblos nortefios can work
with him in promoring cultusal tourism atong the

Camino Real and breathe new life onto
this ancient road thar has been fergotten
since 1848.
—Jrian Esrevan
Arellana

This article first
appeared in the
‘Taos News colwmn,
“Otras Voces,”

MarcufAerit 2003

—Linaleum block print and poem
by Paud Trachumar
Spanish transfation by Nicholds B Abyeta

Posters available from Faul Trachtman (505/588-7807; panlinta@aol.com; PO. Box 148, Los Ojos, NM
87551). Free to yesidents of the watershed; $20 for others who love the land as well.
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Wolf Reintroduction Still Faces Political, Biological Hurdles in NM

co-tourism is being promoted in many parts
Eofthc world, both as a way of saving endan-

gered wildfife and as creating jobs. Since rein-
eroduction of the grey wolf (Canis fupus) in Yellow-
stone Narional Park in 1995, some 20,000 visitors
have observed wolves. The program has been the
basis of economic benefits to the area, and has zlso
provided many appottunitics for education, includ-
ing the importance of maintaining intact ecosysterns.

Tn 1976, New Mexico signed a coopesative agree-
ment with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service agree-
ing to participate in efforts to reintroduce the Mexi-
can gray wolf (Canis fupits [mi.'e)u)——but the reintro-
duction program in the Southwest has encountered
enormous biological and political challenges.

T'he recavery area compriss 4.4 million acres, splic
berween the Apache Natioral Forest in Arizona and
the Gita Narional Fosest in New Mexico. Unlike
Yellowstone and central Idaho, more than wro-thirds
of the Mexican walf recovery area is grazed by carte.

“The Gila contains three-fourths of the recovery area
and the lazgest chunl of ungrazed terrain,

In 1998, Arizona released wolves directly from the
captive population of approximarely 200 wolves.
Five packs totaling 25-40 wolves have established
themselves, and scveral litters of pups were born in
2001, In Spring 2002, two additional pairs were
released in New Mexico, but they have been recap-
(ured. As of 31 January 2003, there were only owo
bonded waolf pairs in New Mexico, apparently not
with pups—poor results, considering that the Gila
contains three-fourths of the recovery area.

Thete is some evidence that the distuption of pair
bonding is one of the causes of breeding failure.
Consider Rio, for instance. The first time he and his
pattner were released, the female was killed by a
mounrain lion, His next two mates were recaptuced
for not showing enough fear of humans. His fourth
mate displayed suizable wild behavior by aveiding
people and domestic animals, bur the pair crassed

Volunteers Help Track Wolves

Service is new catering its sixth year of a pro-

gram fa reintroduce the Mexican gray wolf.
Reared on roadkit} and kepr in pens until they are
ready ro be released, the wolves have been successhul

E n Alpine, Arizona, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

in the witderncss and they have demonstrated that
nature, if given a chance, takes care of its own, But
tnodern society being what it js—fearfal of wild
things and economic loss—government agencics
douwt just release wolves and forget about them.

_ 'Volunt_eer Obpi)rtu_nities |

£ you ate ingerested in fong-term and short-

term volunteer opportunities o help track
Mexican wolves in the witd, conract the US.
Fish and Wildlife Service field office in Alpine, . ..
AZ (928:'339-'4329;_nlpinmvdlf@fm',gbir). Y

Steplinie Provinsky, volunpeering with the ULS. Fisly and
Wildiifs Service, tuacks the vtdio signals of wolves refeased in
the Apache National Forest of Arizons (photo by L. Doran).

8 WRio GRANDE SIERRAN

n endangered species, Canis Iuprs bailgyi was all

but eliminated from the American Southwesc
by the 1950s. The Mexican gray wolf is a generically
unique subspecies of the stighuly Targer gray wolf
found in Yellowstone Mational Park and the Rocky
Mountains of Idaho and Monrana. Males generally
weigh 63-80 pounds, fernates 50-65 pounds. Elk is
their primary prey-

The cight packs of Mexican geay wolves in the
southwestern United States have naines that recall
the landscape they inhabit—the Luna, Gapiwi
(2 combinarion of packs that were recaptured and
ceintroduced, including Gavilan, Pipestem, and
Wildcat), Banito Creek (on the White Mountain
Apache Reservation), Bluester, Francisco, Saddie-
pack, Cienega, and Hawlds Nest. The wolves’
primary recovery area is in Arizona. They are free
to venture into New Mexica on their own.

All vight packs known to be roaming eastern Ari-
zona and western New Mexico had pups in 2002,
and seven gave bisth to pups in the witd, sccording
10 Collcen Buchanan, spokeswoman for the program
at the Sevillera Narional Wildlife Refuge in Mew
Mexico, where the wolves are raised.

Wildlife biologise Dan Stask, at the Alpine ficld
office, estimated there are about 40 Mexican geay
wolves forming packs, killing prey, and avoiding
humans in the Apache and Graves national forests of
Arizona and the Gila Wilderness of New Mexico.
"Wive heen casching animals that have been wild-
born. . . . These animals are doing. . . what we would
expect of a wild wolf population. And being able to
document the pups is pretty significant.”

Wildiifc management, 21st-century style, is an
endeavor that is neither entirely managed nor
entirely wild. Biologists and volunteers recapeure and
celease wolves if they become a problem for humans,
pur radio collars on them to monitor their where-
abouts, vaccinare them, feed them roadkill during
drought, and draw blood from pups born in the wild
1o determinc lineage. On the other hand, wolves are
fee to roam and take down prey, =s fong as they
mostly stay away from people and livestock,

Between 1998 and 2001, slightly more than half of
the wolves in the wilderness died by human causes—

(eonzinned s page 20)

the recovery area limits and had 10 be recaprared.
After four months, the pair was re-released in the
Gila Farest, but they did not establish permanent
bonding, Three other pairs have been released in
Arizona but recaptured, and only two of those pairs
have been re-released. Both pairs splic apart after
being re-released.

We don't know why, but repeated recaptures and
re-releases apparently stress the bonding.

T he political wrmoil caused by the reintroduc-
tion af the predator complicares prospects for
wolf survival, Reinsroduction has met with consider-
able resistance from the ranching industcy. Ata
recenc eonference, for instance, the exceutive director
of the New Mexico Cartle Growers' Association
likened Mexican wolves to sexual predatoss roaming
the neighborhood!

Only 12b of livestock losses throughout the West,
however, are due to predarors such as cougats, lynx,
and bears. This means that 99% of Tivestock losses
are due to other causes {.g. ac weather, iliness,
starvation, dehydration, deaths at bireh). [n spite of
this fact, and the facr that ranchers are reimbursed
for wolrelated deaths, the New Mexico Game
Comunission, whose membership is dominated by
the tivestock lobby, strongly and unequivocally
opposes any wolf reincroduction. Because of their
polirical pressure, wolves were released only within
the Arizona portion of the recovery ares, with allow-
ance for rransiocating animals inte New Mexico
following their recapture frotn che wilds: 4

The reintroduction program as it is currently
pracsiced in Mew Mexica is unprecedented in
TWO TeSPECTS:

+ First, wolves that establish rerritories outside of
the recovery arca—even on other public lands
and even if they are not killing fivestock-——miis
be removed.

Second, there are no provisions sequiring live-
stock operarors (o assume any responsibility
whatsoever for cleaning up the carcasses of
cattle that die from any cause, Ieis envirely
narural for wolves to feast upon carcasses.

Punishing wolves for this Dbehavior is unethical
and irrarional,

P ublic opinion in New Mexico strongly supperts
wolF reincraducrion. In statewide telephone
susvey sponsored by the League of Wamen Vorers in
1995, neatly 509 of the population said they would
feel a positive benefit “knowing that Mexican wolves
roamed the witderness areas.” Only 28% were
opposed to any reintraduction at all.

Predators play an imporrant role in preserving the
balance of all species. The Mexican wolf, a species
retly unique to the American Southwest, has had his
nose in the wind for more than 20,000 years. What
would it take for the rest of us 10 make caough soom
for viable populations of wolves to continue roaming
the Southwest with s

Tor mote information, contact Chapter Wildlife
Issues Chairs Liz Walsh and Roger Peterson (see
Masthead, page 2), sec the USEWS web site (hup://
southwest.fivs.gov), or visic the Center for Biolagical
Diversity web site (arww. biologicaldiversity.org). For
information abourt the extent of grazing, and grazing
subsidies, see <www.publiclandsranching.org>.

For updates about the movements and fates of
the wolves, sce <htep:l/mexicanwolf.fvs.govs-

— Sue M. Sefici
Southers Growp men,

March/ApriL 200



New Approach to the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
and the Ejido System in New Mexico

latsd grants came tegether to discuss the need for

developing a comprehensive strategy to improve
conditions in Chicano land-based communities in
northern New Mexico, Many individuals feet that
the land-grant movement is much broader than mest
peapie realize, and chat it is impacted many issues
such as envitonmental justice, forest management,
cconomic development, land management, and sus-
tainable development—but that the media portray
Jand-grant activists only as militant victims com-
plaining abour the past. As a result of many such
conversations, the Mexicano Land Education and
Conservation Trust {Mexicano Land Frust)-—has
been created to address issues perraining to land
grans and the Treary of Guadalupe Hidalge.

The mission adopted by the Mexicano Land Trust

is “to work for the recognition of eur communal
tands, a sustainable environment, and the respect for

I n June of 2002, members of various community

has an obligation:

For example:

and

the land rights protected under the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo.” We fecl that our organization

* 10 represent community Jand grants in dealing
with land reform, especiatly in commaunities
that lost all communal lands; and

+ to develop toals in existing community Jand
grants 10 conserve land and water sesources
for future gencrations.

Today, 22 Community Land Grants in 19 counties
throughout the State manage more than 150,008
acres of lands at the headwaters of many watersheds.

+ the Cebolleta and Antor Chice grant alone
accounts for mote than 100,000 acres of land;

+ in Rio Arriba Councy, the Truchas, Abiquiu,
Juan Baubtista Valdez, and Bartolome Sanchez
grants account for abouc 25,000 acres of land;

+ on the east face of the Sandia and Manzano
Mountain ranges, six communsity land granzs
actively manage commaunal lands.

In the past decade, for the first time in history, the
loss of acreage has reversed, and many community
Jand grants are pursning land-recovery and land-
acquisition programs to iicrease communal land
holdings such as the Carnue and Chilili Land
Grants. We have, sherefore, developed a strategy:

* to assist communicy land grants in long-range
planning; and

+ to develop tools to deal with ecenomic develop-
ment, housing, and resotrce sustainabitisy.

On the other side of the coin, in many Chicane
land-based commaunitics in northern New Mexico,
the loss of communicy land has limited communities
to sralk fand holdings along river corridors. As a
result of Court of Private Lend Claims decisions,

(consiziced om the next page}

e
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Eﬁjh}l Grant Glaim

Ar a2 resuele of decitions that did ot transfer complere land
grant holdings, growth of the commumity of Chilili (above} is
canfined ta the fertile Riv Chama corridor north of Eipafioli.
Chilili and other land-grant ¢ iti posing

s

SRR e

arep
creative ways to resolve such ofd injustices and establish
environmentally sound pelicies (figrires from M., Gonzales).

pational debare ov

f logging the largest fire- oy , -and Bire suippréssion has cr
ied @ forest domingted by dense stands of small fire:prone trees, Tivo jears |

-rcsim_-atidn‘ii.n_d_c'émm_ugﬁty.'p:rp(c:c_rion'._ e
"' Unfortunately, in the fush'co respond 10 perc
land managers are endotsing thinnig projects

ty. protection and will haye destructive effccis'on old-growth ccosystemns’
¢ and habirat for jmperiled species such as the Mexican'Spotred Owl and 0
¥ Northern Goshawk. To take advaniage of available funding, many logging -

¥ projects are simply belsig billed a5 utban-interface treatments.

““Among conservation arganizations, scietists, the public, and even some

. the miary forest-thinning and community-protecton issucs surrouriding
-~ management of ovr Nationial Forese lands. This Southwest Forest Alliance
[ program outlines ‘the 'n_mj'o; areas of agréemens and explores (h:_: issues yer to
" be resoived. The workshop covers: S o )
« hiscaric and current forest conditions in the Southwest; -~ © '
'« "the sole of nararal processés sitch as fire, insects, and pathogens ina
healthy ecosystem; ’ P T

w6 minage forest land 10 protect commanities from fire, Acentiiry

hr-fucled fires gls'féci._léi:{_l’nn_ti_ona,l_ atrenion on the issues 6f forcat’ i v the politics of fire. -
cived wildfire threats, many

" information necessary ro advocare for: :
iat will ot provide commu-

tios, efforts, testoration projeets, and materials fo help counter she politics

** Jand managers, there is commeon ground on how to proceed with resolving - :
“of fire, Participation in the workshop is free, space limited. Pot reservations,

Az (928/774-6514; roxancgeorge@swi.org). :

‘the ecological héed 1o save old-growth and farge-didmeter teees; k
‘Eommuhity protection and thinning the wildland-urban intecfaces
o salyageloggings . T -
the public's role'in lind-management issnes; and

Actlvists participating in the rraining wackshop will be provided with.

preserving old growth and large-diameter tzees that will become the -

" nexe generation of old growh; S T

.- » focusing forest-thinning and cammunity-protection. projects on thin-".
*ning smali-diameter trees that ereate the greatest fire rishes; .

* + an appropriacely focused definition of the. Wildland-Urban Interface.

The workshop will also provide positive examples of community protec-

contact Joht Buchser in Sanra Fe {820-0201; jbuchser@earthlink.pet).
- For more informatien, see the Southwest Forest Alliance web size :
(wwnw.swlaorg), or cantact Qutreach Director Roxanc Georpe in Flagstaff,

—Sharon Galbreath
Sostlnvest Forest Alliance .
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The Popsicle Test and the 5% Solution

¢s springtime and municipalities’ thoughts turn

taward their budgets. By the end of June 2003,

they must adopt a budger for their next fiscal
year that is balanced and meets the needs of irs ciri-
zens. And yee consistently, one need for four out of
ten citizens goes unmet—safe and sufficient non-
motorized ways to get around town.

Lers call it the “Popsicle Test™—can an eight-year
old child can bike safely from her home 1o 2 store
and back to get a popsicle? All roo often, our neigh-
barhoods and communities funl chis test. Nearly
every New Mexican community would also flunk
these tests:

« How casy and safe is it for grade-school kids
1o get to school?

+ Arc the handicapped and eldedly served by
the bus system?

» Are streets mindlessly widened into SUV
sewers, or do they safely accommodare bike
commuters?

Perhaps 296 of trips made daily ate by means other
than mototized vehicles. Tt should not be a streech to
double or eriple chat number, bur it takes resources
to ser ap the facilities that pedestrians, bicyclists, and
bus-commuters deserve.

Thac is why the Sierra Club is calting upon its
membezs to contact their village/town/city council-
ors and mayors 1o demand the “Five Percent Solu-
tion"—in the FY2004 budger, pledge to set aside
5% of the public works/roads budget for pedestrians,
bicyclises, and bus-mobility options.

It is cerrain that communities that take this pledge
will very quickly see a noticeable increase in their
livability and quality of life—and that, essendially,
is why communities exist.

—Ken Hughes
Chapter Transportation Lsues Chair

Mexicanao Land Education and Conservation Trust fntinued from page 9)

communities have had 1o rely on small irrigated
pareels of land for residential development. For
example, according to a recent report by the Govern-
ment Accounting Office (GAQ) regarding the Treaty
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the federal government failed
to pass commans lands to the land-grant communi-
ties of Santa Cruz, Ojo Caliente, and Petaca. Asa
resul, the private Jand base in these communities is
ane mile wide along the river, Chitdren and grand-
children inherit land in the riparian and fleodplain
corridor, where orchards and native non-generically
aleered chili fields make way for single-wide trailers

Fa dinHonstenonPhoenix Thecefore, .2

the mission of the organfzarion is alyo:

_ = to develop a public-policy argument to develop

‘alternatives in which the federal govérmment
cauld provide justice to community land grants
that lost lanel and have valid ritle granted by
the governments of Mexico or Spain.

Again, so many times, the media has portrayed
thie idea thar a resolution to the land-grant questien
would resulr in negative impacts to the environment.
The final GAQ repart on the Treary of Guadalupe
Hidalgo will make recommendations on a range of
remedies for Congress o consider. The Mexicana
Land Educasion and Conservation Trust has raken
the position that a range of alternatives could be
developed 1a:

= address the unjust loss of cormmunicy Jand, and

* improve ecological corditions,

Many land grants have already begun developing
creative remedies. The Carnue Land Grant, for
instance, has develoged 2 scenario thar would:

+ reduce its 90,000-acre claim agains che federal
government for a settlement of a 1,000-acze
natural resource reserve for the community;
set aside an additional tract for housing and
econemic development; and then
ser up a trust fund in the U.S. Department of
Teeasury, wherein the land grant could use
only the interesr for land conservation and
economic development.

In Rio Arriba County, there is a proposal to
purchase Black Mesa, 2 large private tract with thou-
sands of petroglyphs, which is being mined by a locat
businessman. The U.S. Burean of Land Management
{BLM) would own the land, and in seturn, release
portions of land to the Santa Cruz and Ojo Caliente
Grans for sustainable planned communities chat
would reduce the impacts of housing in che fload-
plain. Again, a sustainable-development crast fund
could be set up for these communities to develop
sire-buile energy-cfficient housing.

10 Rio GRAKDE SIERRAN
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The traditonal Matachinas dance (phato cotrtesy of M.
Gonziles).

p ecently, the Mexicano Land Trust has been
chgaging environmental organizations such as
Forest Trust, Amigos Bravos, the Rie Grande
Chapter of Sierra Club/Northern Group, and 1000
friends of New Mexico to assist in developing cre-
ative solusions 1o the land-grant questien. Approxi-
mately 50 land-grant representatives from cammuni-
ties all over the State are planning a trip to Washing-
ton, DC in April 2003, to meet with New Mexiceo
congressional feaders to discuss how to proceed wich
remedies and recommendations that come out of the
GAQ report. In addition, Representacive Tom Udall
is expecred to reintroduce the Mexican American
Land Claims Act; il of the Hispanic Caucus has
agreed to co-sponsor the legislation,

1 believe that it is time for New Mexicans to move
on from the debate about whether the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo was viclated, and commit
ourselves to figuring our creative ways to resolve the
issue. My vision is to see how remedies could include
resources for Jand granes to create:

* energy-sfficient affordable housing;
cemmunity development using alternative fuel
gencration; and
communiry-based ccanomic development
wherein cultural preservation of the Chicano
community can meet sustainable developmens.

We feel that education of the Chicano community
in northern New Mexico on these topics will gener-
ate community solutions in which pelitical suppore
on land-grant and acequia issues makes real public
policy sense. Governor Bill Richardson echoed such
support in early February 2003 at 2 Treaty of Guada-

lupe Hidalgo commemorasion event held ar the Scate
Capita}, sponsored by the Land Grane Forum, the
Acequia Association, and the our organization. The
Governor pledged 1o support an execurive order thar
would assign a liaison from his office 1o work with
community land grants in addressing engoing issues.
A coalition of New Mexico legistators is currently
carrying several pieces of legislation to improve both
state relations and conditions on community fand
grants, including pledges of support from both Sen-
ate Pro-tem Richard Romero and Speaker of the
House Ben Lujan. The legislasive bills include every-

agsisting land grants in securing state:
bacled loans for cconomic development, establishing,
a interim commirree to improve the land-grant gov-
erning statutes, to developing a pregram in the Envi-
ronment Department to assist community land
grants in deating with illegal dumping issues.

Qver the years, the land-grant community has
evolved and will continue to evolve; land-conserva-
sion 1ools will nced to be part of the evolution ro
which the Mexicano Land Trust is committed. We
recently received a grant from the National Forestry
Fotmdation to begin working on forest policy with
community land grants, One of the major focus is-
sues will be to quatify Communizy Land Grants o
apply for funds from the Collaborative Forest Resto-
ration Program (CFRT)—in which Congress allo-
cated $10 million for 10 years to restore forest fands
on federal, tribal, county, 2nd municipal lands. (The
process failed to include community land grants,
which could have made a tremendous impact on
farest health.)

My grandfather’s generation were members of the
mang regra, cutting the fences of ranchers and the
forest service to protest the taking of fand-grant land.
My father’s generation—the Alianza and Tijerina—
staged the Court House raid in Tierra Amarills, afrer
which the governor sent in the National Guard 1o
vound up land-grant activists. My generation has the
opporzunity now to be included in the decision-
making process und invited into the governar’s man-
sion. I feel thatr my generation will be remembered as
2 fand-grant movement based on cultural, social, and
ecolagical sustinability that is founded on commu-
nity-based democracy.

For more informatian Conract Moises Gonzales
at the Mexicane Land Educarion and Conservation
Trust in Espanola {927-0402; moises@cybermesa.
cam).

—Moises Gonzales
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Demand for Planned
Developments
Exceeds Availability

he Second Annual New Partners for Smare

Growth Conference on Building Safe,

Healthy and Livable Communitics was held
in New Ortleans in late January 2003, Approximatcly
750 individuals from all over the United States
attended, representing aschitects, planners, Jocal
government employess and elected officials, public
transporeation, parks and recreation, public safety,
and schools of public healdh.

All of these concernsd groups are working from a
set of design principles, called the Alwabnee Prin-
ciples (see box), thar were created by = group of ar-
chitects and presented in the Fall of 1991 to-some
100 elected officials at a conference ac the Ahwahnee
Hatcl in Yoscmite National Park.

Tt was mose gratifying to hear the stories of so
many communities that are applying the principles
and achieving great success. In case after case where
developments are following these guidelines, demand
far exceeds the available supply.

Sites in New Mexico that have been developed
using the Ahwahnee Principles include pares of
downtown Albuguerque (contact Chris Leinberger
at the Historic Districr Improvement Company,
988.7600), and downtown Artesia {contact Deanne
Cannelly at the Ciry of Artesia, 746-9877).

For more information, contact Rio Grande
Chaprer Spraw! Issues Chair Jan Kindel in Satna Fe
(474-7207; jankindel@zol.com).

——fan Kindel
Chapter Spratol fssues Chair

The architects” rendeving of the sexting that the Solana Center
eautd provide, after renovation (figure courtesy of Sakal &
Hood).

Marcn/AprriL 2003 -

The Ahwahnee Principles

Preamble:
Existing patterns of urban and suburban development seriausly impair our quality of Tife. The
SymMpLoms are:
- more congestion and ai pollution resulsing from our increased dependence on automobiles;
* the loss of precious open space;
+ the need for costly improvements to roads and public services;
+ the inequirable disttibution of cconomic resousces; and
« the loss of a sense of community.
By drawing npon the best from the past and the present, we can plan communities char will more
successfully serve the needs of those who live and work within them. Such planning should adhere to
fundamenral principles.

Community Principles:

1. All planning should be irs the form of complete and integrated commaunities containing
housing, shops, work places, schools, patks and civic faciliries essential to the datly life of the
residents.

2. Community size should be designed so that housing, jobs, daily nceds and other activiries are

within easy walking distance of each other.

As tany activities s possible should be located within casy waking distance of transit stoaps.

A community should contain 2 diversity of hausing types to cnable citizens from a wide range

of ccononic levels and age groups to five within its boundaries.

5. Businesses within the community should provide a range of job types for the communiry’s
residents.

6. The locarion and chaacter of the community should be consistent with a lager transit nerwork.

7. The community should have a center focus that combines commescial, civie, culteral, and
recreational uses.

8. The community should contain an ample supply of specialized apen spaces in the form of
squares, grecns and parks whase frequene use is encouraged through placement and design.

9. Public spaces should be designed to enconrage the attention and presence of people at all ours
of the day and night.

10, Each cominunity or clisster of communities should have a welt defined cdge, such as agricultural
greenbeles or witdlife corridoss, permancndy protected from development.

11. Steects, pedestrian paths and bilee paths should contribute 1o 2 system of fully connected and
intercsting routes to ali dessinations. Their design should encourage pedestrian and bicycle use
by being small and spatially defined by buitdings, trees, lighting: and by discouraging
high-speed traffic. .

12. Wherever possible, the narueal ceerain, drainage, and vegeration of the community should be
preserved with superior examples contained within parks or greenbelts.

13. The community design should help conserve resources and minimize waste.

14. Commusitics should provide for the efficient use of water through the use of nawral drinage,
drought-tolerant landscaping and recycling,

15. The street orientation, placement of buildings and the use of shading should contribure to
the eaesgy efficiency of the community.

Ll

Regional Principles:

1. The regionat land -use planning structure should be integrated within a larger tansportation
network buile around transic racher than freewvays.

2. Regions should be bounded by and provide a continuons sysiem of greenbele/wildlife corridors
to be determined by natural conditions.

3. Regional institutions and services (government, stadiums, museums, etc.) should be located in
the urban core.

4. Materials and methods of construction should be specific to the region, exhibiting continuity
of history and culture and compatibility with the climate to encourage the development of
lacal character and community identity.

Tihe figure on the left is the plaw view of Salana Cenier as it roats i 1998. On the right is a design commissioned by the
Planning and Land Use Depariment of the City of Sansa Fe. For this design, Sakal & Hood Architecture and Urban
Design won the 1999 Ahiwalmee Award of Honer for Regional Planning in dhe 14 Western States, For wore informa-
sion, contact Suhal & Hood, formerly of Sauta Fe, now in Chicago, IL (77315294773, suthal bood @earthlink. net).
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News from the Chair
Deon Dearholt

It's a busy time for environmentalists, and I urge all of us in the move-
ment {o persevere in the face of 5o many strong attacks, sometimes even by
people or agencies which should know better, and should be mere conscious
of environmental aspects of their operations. One such example, it seems to
me, is reflected by the letter below, by Stephen Siegfried, on poisoning fish
in the Animas. Please read that carefully, and consider writing a letter or
calling the New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission and the Depart-
ment of Game and Fish to make your views known on this topic.

Our programs these next two months reflect some of our most seri-
ous concerns- water quality and quantity, and the effects of global climate
change, both presented by experts in the respective areas. We hope you will
attend both meetings, and help us find ways to be effective in promoting
good practices in maintaining and even improving our environment, diffi-
cult as it is in these times! If you're interested in beceming more active in the
Sierra Club, we'll welcome your participation--please give me a call at 522-
3035.

UP-COMING PLANNING MEETINGS AND PROGRAMS:

Wednesday, March 5--PLANNING MEETING: ExCom and interested
members and guests of the SNM Group, 6:30 p.m. at the new South-
west Environmental Center (SWEC) location at 275 North Downtown
Mall {1/2 block south of Coa's My Bookstore), just south of Las Cruces
Avenue on the mall. Please enter the west dooy, just south of Day's
Hamburgers. We have a long and important agenda, including a visit
from chapter chair Doug Fraser.

Thursday, March 13--PROGRAM MEETING: 7:00 p.m., Current Is-
sues and Future Prospects for Increasing Water Supplies in New
Mexico and the Western U.S., by Karl Wood, Director of the Water
Resources Research Institute, NMSU. The program will be at the
new Southwest Environmental Center {SWEC) location at 275-North
Downtown Mall (1/2 block south of Coa's My Bookstore), just south of
Las Cruces Avenue on the mall. Please enier the west door, just
south of Day's Hamburgers.

*** Nofe that the stale legisiature is still in session for a couple of
weeks after this meeling, and that water issues appearing before
the fegisiature will be covered!!! Please attend and bring friends!

dobk

Wednesday, April 2-PLANNING MEETING: {ExCom and interested
members and guests of the SNM Group), 8:30 p.m. at SWEC (see
location information above). Please enter the west door, just south of
Day's Hamburgers. We'll have another long agenda!

Thursday, April 10-PROGRAM MEETING: 7:00 p.m., Global Cli-
mate Change: Whither the Rio Grande and Other Matters, by Vince
Gulschick, Professor, Department of Biological Sciences, NMSU. The
program will be at SWEC (see location information above). Please
enter the west door, just south of Day's Hamburgers.

Coming Evenis:
Outings
March 22 - Cooke’s Peak Climb. This is rated strenuous. Some

trail, some rock scrambling. Call Ben Zerbey at 526-7811 for info on
starting place and time. Four-wheel drive vehicles may be needed.

March 29 - Hike o Indian Hollow in the Organ Mis. near Las Cruces.
This is a moderate hike over semi-rough terrain. Call Paul Brenson at
525-1935 for info on place and time to start.

April 12 - Fillmore Canyon hike in the Organs. This hike is rated
moderate but does include a substantial elevation gain. Call Paul for
time and place of departure at 528-1935.

April 26 - Kilbourne Hole hike southwest of Las Cruces. No trail for
most of this hike over one of the more interesting geological features
in this area. Rated moderate. Call Ben Zerbey ai 526-7811 fortime &
place of departure.

And if you'd like o lead an outing, please cali Ben at 526-7811.
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The Battie for Eil Paso -

A New Beginning
~Tayior Moore

Dr. Philip Landrigan is world leader in the field of pediatric
environmental health and epidemiology. An interview with Dr.
L andrigan in a recent issue of E Magazine concluded with this
question, “What advice would you give to environmental and
children’s health advocates?” The seasoned warriar replied,
“Work for the battles you can win.” Part of his philosophy origi-
nated in El Pase, sudyiog what he would later termn “Epidemic
Lead Absorption Near An Ore Smelter” in an article for the New
England Journal of Medicine, The smelter referred to js the one
owmed by ASARCO, which has operated hiere for 112 years.

The lead contarnination {0 ‘which Landrigan alluded is still with us.

ASARCO is now owned by its former subsidiary, Grups Mexico.
1t has staggering potential product and environmental liabilities,
no surprise from a company that processes heavy metals, Many
creditors insist that ASARCO is disposing of assets before taking
advantage of U.S. bankruptey laws to escape liabilities to those
who may have been hurt by jts products. Many communities where
ASARCO operated smelters are now trying to determine how badly
the local environment 15 contaminated, what remediation can be
done, and how to confront the public health issues ASARCO leaves
gfh_.'mlr_i. Children who absorb lead can be affected for the rest of
eir lives.

n 1972 the Center for Disease Control sent Dr. Landrigan to El
Paso to respond to a plea for help from the El Paso City County
Health Department. The department had just received ASARCO’s
report that over 611-tons of lead had been esnitted into E1 Pase’s
atmosphere duridg calendar year 1970 alone. After a thorough
investigation, the CDC reported epidemic lead absorption

was found in the blood of children who lived within 6.6 kin of the

smelter. The highest levels of lead absorption were found closest to

the smelter. .- .

¢ sl _ B : G
Thirty years after the CDC sounded the atarm the EPA was forced
to conduct soil tests. Results showed unacceptable levels of lead
and arsenic in residences within a two-mile radius of the smelter.
Many unfortunate residents had lived and worked with poisons that
they could neither see, taste, nor smell for many, many years.

El Paso remains in 2 precarious position with regards 1o lead
contamination. It is lastina waiting-line of cities needing repara-
tions from ASARCO, with no guarantee that ASARCO willbe
around later to shoulder responsibility for the damages incurred by
heavy-metal ingestion, or t0 help with clean-up. The battle to clean
up E1 Paso’s lead contamination has not yet been won. But, as Dr.
Landrigan might attest, it can and should be won.

Lawyer Tay!or: Moore is an El Paso Regional Group activist.
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Selected Outings

WMarch 47-24; Spring Break Backpack

Place: Grand Canyen National Patk

Class: Very Stranuous

Length; 20.9 milas minimum

Elevation gainfose: 4,550 faot

Limit:: 2 openings due to cancellations

Leades: Rofin Wickendan 855-6687 (HY rwickgila@aol.com
This is n 5-day backpock to the Tonto Plateau of the Grand Canyon using the
Boueher Trail, the second most difficult trail descending from the South Rim. It
1as “considerable exposure” oad inont place one must down-clivab o er large
boulders. We will have a layover day at Boucher Creek, with an opiional
duyhike hending west on the Tonto for a fow miles. The fast night wikl be at
Hermit Creck Campsite followed by the ¢limb out the tonp but relatively
strpightforward Hermit Trail back $o the South Rirm. Participants must be
expericoced backpackers in good physical condition. Instep crampens required..
March 23: Upper Sunsot/Aztec Gave payhike

Plage; Frankiin Ming State Park

Class: EasyiModerate

Langth: 2.5-35 miles

Elevation: 500-1000 feet

L.aader: Kathy Sunday 584-9301 (H) sundayl@zianet.com

Come with us in search of blooming cactus. The extra walk up to the caves is
optional

March 20-30: Potriilo stountaine Garcamp

Place: KW of Santa Teresa, NM

Class: Easy

Length: 0-2 miles

Elavatlon gain: none

Leader: Betty Flsback 581-0174 (H)

Toin Audubon feaders and Sicrrans Weldon and Betty Fisbeck fora relaxed
ovemight in the desert near Mounts Cox and Riley There'lf be cocking out and
conversation around the campfire Saturday night with lots of time Sundoy
moruaing to explore for gigns of the Indians who lived on this pleya nundreds of
years ago. There are several outsianding metotes neatby.
April 5-6: Trails End/East Fork Bachpack
Placa: Giia Mational Forest

Class: Mederate . ..

Eievalicn gain: 400 feet

Leader: Rollin Wickendan 055-8697 H) miickgiagaol.com

Following a Friday night carcamp off Forest Rond #2726, we will drive to our
trailhead west of Norih Star Road. The backpack is short but involves a descent
into the canyon of the East Fork and a wet-feet river crossing. There will be an
optionat dayhike to Whiterocks, about 10 miles round trip, Sunday moming we
will retrace our sieps up out of 1he canyon of the East TFork to our ¢ars.

April 18-20: intlan Hollow Backpack

Place: Organ Mountains gast of Las Cruces

Class: Easy/Moderale

Length: 6 miles

Elevation gain: 1000 fest

Leader: Lautence Gibson 594-7342 (H) lgibson@utep.edu

This wonderful siparian asca is tricky to find and consequently quite pristine at
tast vigit, The rosy glow of Sugarloaf in the Easter moming sunrise should meke
the bushwhacking worthwhile.

2003 E! Paso Regional Group Directory (Area Code 915)

ht!p:ﬂtexaa.s|arraclub.orgre'lpaso

Chair . * Inner City Qutings

Laurence Gibson:* 594-7342 ‘%Zf&fnﬁ??'éﬁim Ted Mertig: 852-3011

Igibson@utep.edu tmerti g@e arthlink nee tmertig@earthlink.net

Vice Chair Jose Escobedo: * 751-1634 Cutings

Jim Gibson: * 593-0506 escobedo25@hotmal.com Laurence Gibson: 594-7342
jgibson932@eol.com Greg Lawson; * 532-7273 lgibson@utep.edu

Secretary vegetexan{@aol.conl Qutings

Ann Falknot: * 833-9162 Liz Walsh: * 584-1471 Rollin Wickenden:
afslknor@prodigy.net ewalsh@utep.edu rwickgila@aol.com

Treasurer Chapter Delegate Membership

Kathy Sunday: 584-9301 Jose Escobedo: 751-1834 Ted Mextig: 852-3011
sundayt@zianet.com escobedo@hotmail.com {mertig@earthlink.net

Editor Chap Delepate Alternate Webmaster

Laurence Gibson: 5947342 Liz Walsh: 584-1471 Terry Sunday: 584-9301
lgibson@utep.edu ewalsh@uiep.edu sundayt@zianet.com
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National Sierra Club’s Clean Water Campaign Plans for 2003-2004

Last year was the Year of Clean Water - the 30th anniversary of the Clean
Water Act! This year is the year {l:e Bush administration has ¢hosen to launch
Ihe most radical effort te weaken clean water rules in the faw's 30-year history.

The Sierra Club’s Natienal Clean Water Campaign Commiltee believes this
BUSH THREAT TO CLEAN WATER is the most urgent waler quality issue in
America today and they are asking us to help.

On January 15, 2003, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Army
Corps of Engineers issued an Advance Natice of Proposed Rulemaking and
policy guidance. The guidance removes Clean Water Act proteclions from:
many nonnavigable, intrastate and so-colled “isolated” watess, protected up
until now as “waters of the United States,” The rulemaking threatens 1o
exclude cven more of the nation's waters from Clean Water Act protection, by
inviting comment on additienal jurisdictional changes that should be eensid-
ered. It is probable that industry groups will press the Administration to
remeve Clean Water Act protection from many of our waters, ingluding small
streams, natural ponds and nearby wetlands,

What could this mean for (he waters of New Mexico? The EPA estimates that
the guidance could remave Clean Water Act pratection from as much as 20
percent, or some 20 million acres, of the nation’s wetlands. [n New Mexico,
whiere each wetland is a treasure, we would not waat 1o risk the loss of
protection afforded by the Clean Water Act far cven one! Waters excluded
from Clean Water Act protection by the guidance and changes in rules defining
“walers of the United States™ would be subject to unsestricted poliution,
dredging and filling. Even the few slates with state-leve] protections lack the

Embudito Trail Service Outing

The Central Mew Mexico Group has adopted the Embudito Trail in the foothills
of tlse Sandias. 1t's a beautiful traif, and we are fortunate (o be its caretzkers.

O Saturday, April 12th at @ AM, we are plarning an ouging to pick up liter
and other debris along the trail 1o get it rendy for the summer hiking season,
We can use your help so come out and join us if you can. Be sure to bring
gloves, water to drink, and dress for the weather.

‘fo find the trailhead, follow Tramway to Montgomery and turn right. Turn left

on Glenwood Hills Boulevard. Tum right on Traithead Strect. The traillead is
just up the steeet with plenty of room for parking. See you there.

General Public Meetings

Monday, March 17th at 7:30P'M

Andy Besster, a Sierra Club activist from Arizena, will talk about efforts to

protect the Zuni Salt Lake from a proposed coal mine.
This discussion Is part f the Central New Mexico Group's Sacred Lands
campaign, described in the Jannary/February 2003 issue. These areas and
the issies involved ave described in an excellent article in the November/
December 2002 issue of the Sierra magazine, starting on page 44.

Monday, April 21st at T:30PM

Richard Fagerlund, the “Bugman,” will discuss ervironmentably-friendly ways
to contral pests in and around your home. .
Monday, May 19th at 7:30PM

Denise Forte, 8 UNM Law Schoal Professor, will 1alk about legal issues
invoiving water in New Mexico,

Monday, June 16th at 7:30PM

Mickael Robinson from the Center for Biodiversity will offer a presentation on
wolf reintreduction and ranching in New Mexico.

All meetings will be at the First Unitarian Church on the corner of Carlisle
and Comunche, in the Social Hall. All are FREE and open to the public.
Coffee, drinks, and snacks aze provided,

Want a Meeting Reminder - Let Us Know

Due to the expense invelved, we regret that we must discontinue sending the
monihily postcards of meeting reminders to ail Central Group memnbers.

Yet we are happy to send you a card if you find the cards useful and informa-
tive and would like to continue receiving one. To stay on our mailing list, just
let us know.

Send us an email to bblairb2@aol.com or drop us a note to our address in the
directory on the page to the eft,
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full authority and resourees to safepuard all of their waters.

The Clean Water Campaign is pursuing several stralegies to stop the weaken-
ing of Clean Water Act protections, to generate support for amending the
Clean Water Act to protect all of the nation™s waters and to achieve better
enforcement of the laws. These strategies will inclieds reaching oul to mem-
bers of Cangress te help stop the Administration’s assault, generating com-
ments on the planned rufemaking, wriling letters 10 the editor, informing and
engaping other concemed citizens and the general public in protecting their
water, and holding lawmakers accowntable if they fail to suppent fuf? protec-
tion of the nation's waters.

We are asking members o participate in the Sierta Water Sentinel program. As
a Water Sentinel, you will be the guardian and advocate for a specific river or
stream segment, a wettand or estuary or pond. This is the time for every Sierra
Club member to take a stand for (and stand beside) a specific water bedy.
Here's what you can do to help:

Centact Ananda Hirsch at ananda.hirsch@sierraclub.org to be placed on our
Clean Water Defense e-mail list te receive alerts and updates,

Check the Sierra Club Clean Water Campaign website, at
http:/Awwaw.sierraclub.org/cleanwater  for sample letters to menzbers of
Congress, comments and letters to the editor.

1§ you have a favorite water body that you'd like to adopt, contact Chapter
Water Chair John Buchser at jbuchser@earthlink.net

Central New Mexico Group

PO Box 25342
Albuquerque, New Mexico, §7125-5342 1

Executive Committee (area code 505)

Alma Rosa Silva Banuelos almarosaé@yahoo.com

Blair Brown 259-7190 bblairtb2@aol.com

Marilynn Cooper 842-0185

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yahao.com
Richard Johnson 277-4144 wsheehan@unnt.edu

Michal Mudd 884-3313 micmud@aol com

Maribeth Theisen 238-4535 littledeer@liltledeermusic.com
Sherry Wolf 254-2150 wolR@libra.unm.edu

The Executive Committee normally meets on the 2nd Monday of each
month at 7:30PM. We meet at various locations, so please contact one
of us for the meeting location, or if you have issues you would like to
discuss. The meetings are free and open to all members.

Project Leaders (area code 505)
Chapter Representative

Marilyzn Cooper 842-0185
Censervation Chair

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yahoo.com
Membership/Publisity

Michal Mudd 284-3315 micmud@acl.com
Newsletter

Blair Brown 259-7190 bblairb2(@aol.com
Outings

David Ther 260-1553 grelbik@att.worldnet.net
Political

Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@aol.com
Progranys

Richard Johnson 277-4144 rsheehanfunm.edu

Sherry Wolf 254-2190 wolf@libra.unm.edu
River Issues

Richard Basish 2323013 rdbarish(@aci.com
Water [ssues

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yahoe.com
Wildlife

Sherry Wolf 254-2190 wolf@libra.unm.edu

The Central New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club
depends on the efforts of volunteers.
\ To join us, give any of us a call. .
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Ts the “Traditional Neighborhood” an Impossible ream?

By Susan Gonman

Last week we tock a walk, an urbar: hike, through the neighborhooed jest
northwest of dowitows Albuquerque. This is reaghly the area between
downtown and Old Tows:. The homes are eldes, perhaps 40 to 60 years old and
they have front porcles, are sel rather close together and close to the sidewaik
and have alleys in back for the cars. The sidewaiks are shaded by big trees and
with few cars parked on the streel, it s pleasant to walk there. This area is a
“traditional neighborheod”, the predecesser of the car-oriented suburban
neighborhoods like those found in most of the rest of Albuguerque,

As we walked aleng and locked at the homes and mature landseaping and
large trees, we speculated about whetler it would really be possible to buitd
neighborhoods like this today. In a world where high value is placed on
convenient access to one's vehicle, preferably without venturing oulside, and
where the right and necessity of driving to absolutety everything is taken on
faith, would there be a market for homes in neighborhoods like this one?
Would ¢nough peopic treasure the ability 1o walk to the food market or the
drug store, to walk safely along the shady sidewalk greeting neighbors who are
sitting out on their porches, 1o walk several blocks 1o the bus stop Lo travel to
work, to provide a real market for homes like this?

We also asked ourselves what the econormics of deveioping such a neighbor-
fiood would be, If a devetoper built modest sized homes on smaller lots with
alleys in back and streets a bit more narrow and sidewalks a safe distance from
the street, would the average family be able to afford the homes?

Perhaps these are the questions that developers like Forest City-Covington, the
parinership that signed the conlract te be the Master Developer of Mesa del
Sal might be asking themselves, The plans for Mesa del Sol call for develop-
ment of traditional neighborhoods in villages with stores within walking
distance, plenty of apen space, bike and walking irails, and employment
centers just n short bus ride away, As we understand their plans, it’s like
creating neighberhoods like the one where we toek our urban hike.

Be Sure to Vote !

The election of members to the Board of Dircctors of the Sierra Ciub will be
happening soor. In a few weeks, you should receive a mailing which includes

a ballot and candidate Slatemdntg, 11e> A o aramen i

We hope you'll take a few minutes to read the enndidate statetients and decide

which of these folks you would like on the Board. The Club is 2 trug grasstools

organization and it’s important for us all (o particiate in the sciection of our

Teaders,

Outings
Saturday, Maveh 151 - Desert Exploratory Hike
Come and visit some of New Mexico's most incredible and beautiful fand-
seapes hidden in it's desert places. Strangely eroded and colorful rocks,
badlands, precipitous cliffs, oulslanding vistas, mysterious narrow and winding
caznyons, archeological sites, petrified forests and other fossils, historic inserip-
tions, stone tools, poltery, pictographs and petroglyphs are some of the discov-
erics we have made on the Desert Exploratory Hikes in the past.

These hikes are not physically difficult, but will require a
sense of adventure on the part of participants. There will rarely be a trail and
the route wiil be very rocky and uncven at times. Sometimes we scramble over
rock surfaces (non-techuical clintbing) and walk narrow Iedges, but this is quite
ofien optienal. Typica distance traveled is between 4 and 8 miles and we
usualiy gain less than 1000 feel of elevation,

Meeting time will vary from 8:30AM to 10AM. Mecting
place will always be Sinith's, at Carlisle and Menaul, nearest to Carlisle.

Contact leader by previous Wednesday for info. on
specific hike location and meeting time, Most are joint outings with Outdoor
Adventuzes For Singles.  Leader: Tom Petencin 271-9928
tompeten@juno.com

Sunday, March 30t - Desert Exploratory Hike
{Sce Marcly 15th listing for description

Sunday, April 6th - Pino Frail in the Sandia Mountain Wilderness Hike
Approximately 6 miles round-trip witl: 2500 f. elevation change,
Contact David Ther at 260-1533 for meeting time and place.

Saturday, April 12tl - Embudite Trail Service Quling

Meet at SAM at Lhe trailhead (522 notice en the page to the left for directions).
We'll go out in: small groups to pick up litter and ready the trail for the summer
hiking season. Bring gloves and water and dress for the weather.

Contagt Rick Johnison at sshechan@unns.edu

Sanday, April 13tl - Earth Day Celebrration at LaMontanita Coop
{See related article on this page for more infonnation)

Saturday, April 29¢th - Desert Exploratory Hike
(Sce March 15th listing for description

Sunday, April 27th - Desert Exploratory Hike
{See March 15th listing for description
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This is very appealing to us and we have thor ~hi for a long time that we*d like
to tive at Mesa del Sel someday. So o1 a recw... Irip, we visited two develop-
ments that follow this “Traditional Neighborhood Design™ concept, Danicl
Island, near Charleston, SC and Scastde, FL aleng Florida's northwest gulf
coast, We were amazed to discover thal it is pretty difficull to create a tradi-
ticnal 1940s neigliborhood in the 215t eentury! The homes of Daniel Istand are
large, oo far from any shopping for residents to walk Lo, very expensive and it
appears that residents sre just as car-dependent as if they lived in a traditiona)
suburban neighborlood. The hoines of Seaside are mostiy beach homes for the
wealthy residents who live and work somewhere else and come to Scaside for
holiday. The nearest food store is miles away,

Is the “Traditional Neigl:horhood™ an impossible dream? Why is it so difficult
to return to that time before cars began to dominate our lives - that time when
communily building came naturaliy because people couid meet and interact
wilh each other with ease as they went out for waiks in (he evening or as they
walked to the food store er as they played in the park. As we, along wilh a
growing part of the population, look ahead te a time when we are ofder and
we’ll be less able to drive, we believe we will value being able to live where
wc can: walk a short distanee 1o provide for our needs se that we ¢an rethain
independent longer.

So, we wish Forest City-Covingten success! We are among the hopeful folks
who imagine that a “Traditienal Neighberhood™ is indeed possible and that it
will happen in our lifetime out there on that lovely mesa just south of
Albuquerque caled Mesa del Sal.

Celebrate Earth Day (and Spring)

Spring is starting to show herseif. That means Earth Day, April 22, is just
arcund the cemer, The Central MM Group wilf be setting up a display table at
the Easth Day celebration hosted by the L.a Mentanita Co-op Matural Foeds
Market in Nob Hifl on Sunday, April 13th. The celebration takes place behind
the ce-op on Silver Street between Carlisle and Amherst.

Earth Day statted in 1970 when Scoator Gaylord, Nelson decided that a
firassrools movement was needed to prolect the environment. He announced
that April 22 would be cetebrated as Farth Day and invited peaple asound the
nation te stage events and demonsteations on belalf of the environment.
According to Nelson, "The response was eleetric. it took ofl like gangbusters.
Telegrams, etters, and selephone inquiries poured in from ail across the
couniry. The American people fnalty had a forum to express its concern about
whal was happening to the land, rivers, lakes, and air and they did so with
spectacular cxuberance.”

We will carry on that tradition of exuberance at this yeas's Earth Day celebra-
tion, Picase visil our table on April 13th between 10AM and 5PM, I you can
volunteer some time at the fable, please contact Rick Jolnson at
rshiechan@uiin.edu or just stop by and say helio. See you there,

Rapid Transit in Albuquerque
Comments Needed

Now is cur chance to speak ot in support of transportation choices for
Albuquerque,

The City of Albuquerque is undertaking the Rapid Transit Project, a study of
new rapid transit service atong the Central Avenue corridor. Allignments arc
proposed that go from the West Side, through downtown to Uplown, Beth
light rail and Bus Rapid Transit are being considered.

The Tast of the public information meelings is on Wednesday, March 5th at
6:30PM at Highland Senior Center on [31 Mooroc NE. I you can't make
that meeting, the plan is presented on the website hitp:/fwww.hetp.net

along with a list of folks you can canlact for more information, so take a ook,
But, time is short, so don’t delay - the cotmnents are due by March 21st.

Electric Vehicle Guide Now Available

The US Department of Energy's Clean Citics Program has published a guide to
available technologics, relevant policies and legislation, and accounting
methedolegies for greenhouse gas {GHG) emissions reductions associated with
Eleciric Vehiciz (EV) and Hybrid Giectric Vehicle (HEV) projects,

The [08-page decument, “Battery-Powered Electzic and Hybrid Eleetric
Vehicle Projects to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions: A Resource Guide for
Project Development,” includes cemparisons of EVs and HEVs with compa-
rable gaseline-powered vehicles and lifecycle cost analyses.

The full report is available ondine at higpe/iwwnv.coities.doe.govfintemational/
climate_change.shiml.
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NORTHERN NEW MEXICO (alias

Tuesday, March 18, 7 PM

ZUNI SALT LAKE
AND OTHER SACRED LANDS ISSUES

Andy Bessler, with the Sierra Club’s Environmental
Justice Program in Flagstaff, will talk about the Zuni Salt
Lake Coalition’s efforts to save the sacred lake from the
Salt River project’s (SRF) proposed Fence Lake Coal
Mine. SRP would pump 85 gallons of water a minute from
the same aquifer that feeds the lake {only 11 miles away),
home to the Zuni's important deity, Salt Mother. The
Navajo, Hopi and other Pueblo Indians have made
pilgrimages to the lake to collect salt for domestic and
ceremonial purposes since time immemorial. In addition to
depletion of the aquifer, the project would employ
draglines, bulldoze huge open pits, and build a 44-mile

Santa Fe) GROUP 2003 MEETINGS
Tuesday, April 15, 6 PM
WATER MATTERS

Water remains the most pressing environmental problem
facing New Mexico, As a state we consume twice as much
water as we receive, since we are mining our remaining
aquifers. Many small towns such as Cerillos have run out of
water, and water must be trucked in every day. The
development of our state and all our lives depend on water.
What is the actual situation and what can we do? The
newly appointed State Engineer, John D’Antonio, and the
newly appainted Interstate Stream Commissioner, Estevan
Lopez, who are responsible for the management of New
Mexico’s water and rivers, wiil fry to give us answers. Don't
miss this important discussion!

railroad and highway corridor across the pilgrimage trails to
transport the coal to a generating station in Arizona.

Andy will also discuss his work with the Navajo and
Hopi to combat the Peabody Coal Company’s draining of
their diminishing springs for coal slurry water, and his
successful battle to save sacred land near the San Franciseo
Peaks.

All meetings, outings, and activities
are FREE and open to the public.

Membership meetings are held af the Unitarian Church
107 W. Barcelona St (between Galisteo and Don Gaspar).

Northern New Mexico Group of the Sierra Chul
621 Olo Santa Fe Trail, Plaza 621, Suite 10, Santa Fe, NM  ar505
50§ - 9832703

CAROLYN KESKULLA
Tt Memory Of One Of Our Most Dedicated Activists

Carolyn Keskulla died on January 16, 2003, four days short of her 91* birthday. To her last days she wrote letters and sent contributions
on behalf of pressing eavironmental issues. Daily, she and her husband of 64 years, Arnold, walked the mile or so down their steep, rutted
road to get their mail. Until five years ago, they continued to lead hikes for the Santa Fe Group, as they had done since shortly after their
move to Santa Fe in 1976. For many years they hiked, car camped and backpacked extensively throughout New Mexico, Arizona, Colorade
and Utaly; in the later years, the distances got shorter, the pace more leisurely. They ploneered some of our standard hikes, such as Bayo
Canyon and Deception Peak, and contributed hikes and editing skills to earlier editions of the Group's successful fundraising publication,
Day Hikes in the Santa Fe Aren. One of the lasting memories of everyone who went on a hike with the Keskullas was Carolyn's keen interest
in and knowledge of birds and wildBowers. It was a rare plant that she couldn't identify.

Carolyn's activism carried over to the administrative side of the club. She was first elected to the Group Execmive Committee in 1980 and
continued in that office through 1992, Among other responsibilities, she initiated a recycling program (before the days of curbside recyeling),
whereby members would take their bags of cans, bottles, and newspapers to the local recycling center, which would duly weigh them and
credit the Club with the modest revenue. She put together a slide show of local issues that she took out to the schools to educate fifth and
sixth grade students about environmental concerns and the Club's goals, As the Office Volunteer she manned the office on a reguiar basis
and kept it well ordered (a feat not since matched, as volunteers speedily come and go).

Carolyn was also an artist of considerable note. She was edueated as a painter and art teacher at the Art Students' League, NYU, and
Pratt Institute and taught art in the public schools of New Jersey for many years. Her watercolors, woodcuts and etchings were exhibited in
museums, palleries, colleges and Hbraries across the United States, including the Library of Congress; and her work is in public and private
collections throughout the country, See one of her paintings elsewhere in this newsletter (and a few of her drawings on these two pages).
Long ago, when we played the Christmas tree game at our arnual holiday party,
Carolyn's contribution of a painting was always the most sought after present.

We will miss her enthusiasm and dedication, her deep and reverent connection
1o nature and the outdaors. But her tong and full life is a superb role model for the
rest of us, young and old alike,

The months ahead will not be easy for Arnold, who is neasly blind; he woutd
appreciate phone calls and visits from friends and colleagues.

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR ... Jan Kindel

[ would like to introduce myseif as the new Chalr of the
Northern New Mexico Group. For the past 10 years I have been
working in the areas of community and organization development,
facilitation and conflict resobution. These skills may be useful as | and parks. Let your voice be heard, become more involved with
assume this leadership position. your community and region and have fun with other committed

My participation in the $ierra Club has been a gradual transition  members. We look forward to your incrcased participation.
from simply taking a few hikes, to becoming involved in sprawi A big round of applause to Doug Fraser for the great job he has
issues, being elected to the Executive Committee and now Chair. done these last few years as Chair of this Group. Doug, we all wish
This process has worked for me and may work for you as well. We you well in your new position as Chair of the Rio Grande Chapter
need new people to join with us in whatever special interest you and we're very glad you will still be working with us on the Group
might have in protecting and regenerating the environment. Executive Comamitice.

Check under Conservation for ail the issues we are currently
foltowing and join one of these committees or create a new one,
Urgent needs are in the areas of wildlife, Santa Fe National Forest
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GROUP OUTINGS FOR 2003

Sat Sun March 2603

1 Mederate Hike eagle traps in Bandelier, 8 miles, some off-trail,
call before 8 PM. Stephen Markowltz (stepdov@hotmail.com)
2 Mod/Siren Hike. Lavi Malkotra (395-8547; lavim@ix.netcom.com})
8 Moderate Bike Ride, perbaps Caja del Rio area off Bypass, 15-
28 miles, Michael Di Rosa (663-0648)
9  Maderate Hike lo Cerro de La Cosena, most easterly peak in
Cerritlos Hills, dogs ok. Lve 9AM. Nerma McCallan (471-0005)
9 Strenwous Snowshoe Raven'sRidge. Marela Skillman (474-7414)
15 Eagy Birdwatch Watk, bring binoculars, Ron Duffy (982-2850)
16 Moderate Hike to Window Rock near Espancla, 8 miles, -1000'
pain, walking in sand. Leave 8 AM. Les Drapela (438-3306)
Fridey, Suturdny, Sunday, Morch 21, 22, 23
Strenuous XC Ski Weekend, skiing tofstaying at Bull of the
Woods Yurt (cast of Taos Ski area), $40 for yurt, cail John
Buchser (820-0201) to reserve space. Only four openings left!
(For pix/mapsfinfo: www southwestnardiccenter.com)
r) Intermedinte XC Ski Trip. Lionel Soracee (983-6715)
23 Easv-Moderate Hike, Gail Bryant (1-505-757-6654)
23  Very Sirenuous Snowshge on Gold Hill Loop (Taos Ski
Valley), 10 miles, 3460 gain, some trail breaking. Early start,
dops welcome, Sharon Angert (982-1055)
29 Strepuous Hike on Red Dot/Blue Dot trail loop near White
Rock, 7 miles, 1000" gaic. Dan Rusthol (690-8967)
Ensy Hike to Diablo Canyon near Santa Fe. 6 miles, 400" gain,
walking in sand. Victor Atyas (438-9434)
30 Moderpte-Strenuous or Strenuous Hike near Abiquiv, some
ofl-trail. Norbert Speclich {474-4354)

o
=

PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE OUTINGS LEADER PRIOR TO
A HIKE FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.

For additional owtings in Northern New Mexico,

please check the Pajarite Group page(s) in this newsletter.

Sat Sun May

Thursday, May 1 to Friday, May 9
Exploratory 5-dny Bockpack Upper Pariab Gorge. Traverse
this litlle-frequented canyon in the Grand Staircase National
Monument from Cannenville to Highway 89, Utah. Many side
canyons to explore with several day hikes in skt canyons
afterwards. Dogs okay. Call Nerua MeCallon (471-6005)

3 Moderate Hike & miles RT. Gail Bryant (£-505-757-6654)

4  Strenuous Hike in Pecos (exploratory), location depends on
suow conditions. Dogs welcome. Sharon Angert (982-1055)
Saturday and Sonday — Moy 10 ond 11
Car Comp and Moderate/Strenusus Hike Mt Taylor (11,3011,
trail conditions permitiing. 6.5 miles RT, 2100' elevation gain.
Leave Saturday afternoon, Michael B Rosa (663-0648)

10 Strenuons Loop Hike to Hermit Peak, EI Porvenir Canyon,
trail coaditions permitting, 14 miles RT, 2800' elevation gais,
many stream crossings. Allernafive hike: Caballo Peak, Leave
7 AM. For reservation, call Dan Rusthol (6%0-8967)

11  Easy/Moderate Hike on Frey Trail (Bandelier), Leave 9 AM.
Victer Atyas (438-7434)

17 Ensy Ttirdwatcl Walk Bring binoculars, Ron Dufty ($82-2800)
17 Muoderate Hilke along Tesuque Creek. Dogs aflowed. Leave

9 AM. Lionel Soracco (983-6715)
18 Modernte Hike Dogs allowed. Tobin Oruch (820-2844)
24 Checl next sehedule for hike on this date!
25  Strenuous Hike to Santa Barbara Peak, trail conditions
permitting. About 16 miles RT, 2400° elevation pain. Lavi
\ Malhotra (995-8547; lavim@ix.netcom.com)
r 31 Strenuous Hike to Shaggy Peak and Deer Creek, 13 miles RT,
2000" elevation gain. Mostly off-irail, some rough sections.
Motbert Sperlich (474-4354)

Blarci/Arrit 2003

Sat Sun April

5 ‘Take me to the river! Strenuons Hike White Rock Canyon.
Down Aachoe Canyor and While Rock Canyon, up Frijoles
Canyor Lo Baadelier Visitor Center. Some sicep off-trail. 9-10
miles tolal, 700" elevation gain. Michael Di Rosn {663.0548)
6 Modernte Hike. Leave 8 AM. Call Art Judd (982-3212)
12 Strenuons Exploratory Hike Ladron Peak (NW of Socerro).
Rough terrain, all off-tzail. 6-8 miles R'T, 3000 elevation gain.
Lavi Malhotra (995-8547; Lavim@ix.nelcan.com)
13 Modernte Loop Hike near Madrid. 6-7 miles RT. Local guide
Peter Hodge will talk about history and cultuze of the area.
Dogs ailowed. Leave 8 AM in Santa Fe or meet 9 AM at ball
field in Madrid. Norma McCrllan {(471-0005)
Saterday-Sunday-Monday, April 19.20.21
Exploratory Backnack in Cochiti Canyon aren. Sat: hike 9 mi
up Cochiti Canyen. Sun: day hikes. Mon: return to cars at
Dixon'’s apple orchard, Dogs allowed. Bob McKee (471-0005)

19 Easy Birdwatch Walk Bring binaculars. Rou Duffy {982-2850)
19 Modernte Loop Hike in La Bajada area. 7-8 miles RT, 600°

elevation gait. Some rough off-teail sections. Dogs allowed.
Tobin Orucls (820-2844)
20 Muoderate Hike into Apache Canyon. & miles RT, 800' clevation
gain. Leave 8:30 AM. To reserve cail Les Drapela {438-3306)
26 Strenuous Hike to Picacho (Dome Wilderness). Rouglh terrain,
some off-trail. 12 miles RT, 2500' efevation gain. Norbert
Sperlich (474-4354)
27 Easy Hike in Cerrillos Hills, leaving from Walgreens parking
lot in Villa Linda Mall at ¢ AM. Yictor Atyas (438-9434)

SATURDAY, JUNE 7
RAIL TRAIL ALL DAY CELEBRATION

Put this event on your calendar. It includes $5 train rides, [ree buses,
a fair in Lamy, a Sierra hike from ¢ Mile 10 Lamy, retuming oa the
train. Bike events, and free snacks en route”

GRQUP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
Groutp Executive Commitiee: Group Conservalion Committee:
Tuesday, Maxch 11, 7 PM Tuesday, March 25, 7 PM
Tuesday, Apal 1, 7 PM Tuesday, April 22, 7 PM
Tuesday, May 6, T PM

Water Pot-Luck, Wednesdays, 6:30 PM, John Buchser’s house (820-0201)
March £2 - Santa Fe Water Coalition
Nurseries and landscaping contractors concemed about conscrvation
April 9 - Santa Fe Watershed Association, Caring for the Santa Fe River
May 14 - New Mexico Acequia Association, Protecting Our Heritage

Outings Hates - Unloss othonwise noled, afl culings leave from the Slerra office, 621 Old
Senta Fa Tiai, Plaza 621, fust south of Kaune's Grocary at the comer of Ofd SF Teall and
Pnseo do Peialta. Carpooling will ba arranged. Each hiker should come prepared to pay
5¢ & mile to the driver of tha car In which sfho rides. Bring a funch, watar, sturdy biking
hoots or shoes, and clothing suilable for tho weather « lander raserves the right to fumn
awzy anyons whose equipment or experience appesrs unsuitabla. Leader has right 1o
sllor doatinotion of hike or cancst tlp due to weather, unfavombln conditons, ar
Inaulfizlentnumbers of participants, Unaccompaniad mino:s must have wiilten permlession
{from parentz er guerdians to participate; parmission forms are availablo at the Sierra Club
office, Degs not parmitted on hikes unless noted otherwise, Telaphona leader for detalis
of the Individual hike. To participate, you wili nead to sign a fiabllity waivor. If you would
liko to raad & copy of the walver, sea hitpi/fwww.sloriaclub.orgloutings/chapter/forms.

RIO GRANDE SIERRAN NOW ON THE "NET !
httpi/fwavw.riogrande.sierraclub.org/santafe/home.htm]

A 4 ¢ NORTHERN NEW MEXICO GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ ¢
wr o

Choir — Jan Kinde} * Jankindel@aol.com 474-7207  Oulings — Morbert Sperlicly 474.4354
Vice-Chair — Barbara Jehnson * lenah3@aol.com  466-4935 ~ Tobin Qruclh orich@lanigov  820-2844
Secrelory/Treas -~ Lionel Saracco 983-6715  Conservation - Faul Paryski * prarysiki@acl.com  992-1984
Political Commitlee—Susan Mariin * smartin@lordgov  988-5206 Mining-Cliff Larsen * clarsenl@ix.netcom.com  £56-2128
Membership/Activist Outings ~~-Norma McCallar * Water-Johin Buchscr * Jhuchser@earthiink.net  820-0201
nmeeallan@mindspring.cont  11-0005 Nalionat Packs & Rangelands-Roger Peterson  rogpete@aol.com  983-7559

Newsletter/Publicity — Kay Carlson kearlsonwp@eantdinknet  982-3926 Carson Nat'l Forest-George Grossman * 982-1024
Web Master — Gina Aranda paranda@ensp.eom  424-1615 Aclivist Qulings-Norma McCallan *  nmccallan@mindspring.com  471-K05
Phone Tree — Berta Hanna 424-1435 Land Use-Eleanor Eisenmuenger 820-640%
Chapter Rep — Doug Fraser * Jraser@thuntelnet  474-7G15 Toxics-Jim Hannan Jhannan505@aol.com  988-5760
* Member of the SF Group Ex¢eutive Commillec Gensticotly Enginecred Food-Jim Hanran  jhannan505@aol.com  988-5760
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Stakeholder Process Revisits Prairie Chicken Negotiations

ost of us have atiended conferences,
workshaps, and working-group
meetings. . ., but have you ever

attended a Stakeholder Process? In late February
2003, the Shinnery Qale-Dune Habirar/Lesser
Prairie Chicken Stakeholder Process convened in
Roswell, New Mexico. The meeting was instigared
by theWitdlife Management Institute and spon-
sared by the NM Department of Game and Fish,
the NM State Land Office, che U.S. Burcau of Land
Management (BLM), znd U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (FW8). Some 33 agency people and aboue
that many others—conservationtsts, huaters, petro-
lenm gersons, scientists—disciplined by two facili-
tators, wrestled with the balance berween habizar for
prairie-chicken and sand-dune lizard on the one
hand, and cconomics on the other.

Or rather, we wrestled with “process’—how
should we address that balance? The upshot was a
decision ta constitute a smaller body of approxi-
mately 30 people {mostly ranchers and oil men, as it
tuened out) to “regoriate” a balence through a series
of six manthly meerings. Jim Bailey, a retired wild-

life professor and endangered-species biclagist, wilk
T¢RIESCnt conseryationists.

Stephanie Harmon of FWS delivered a strong
power-point talk on what prairie-chickens need,
why they don't have it, and what is needed o avert
a decision to list the bird as “threatened.” She gave
damage to habitat from oil-and-gas development
cqual billing with the maze generally recognized
shortage of tallgrass for hiding nests. She and others
expressed dislike—for some, fear and loathing—
for listing.

Othernajor speakers were:
« Lacry Beil (the welcomer) and Bill Dunn
of NMDGE
* Terry Riley and Ler: Carpenter of the
Wildlife Management Institute, and
* Ed Roberson of BLM,
The most poignant contributions came from ranch-
ets, and especially Bill Marley. He argued to good
effect that processing of 4 December 2002 petition
from Forest Guardians (signed also by Audubon,
Chihuahuan Deszert Conservation Alliance, and
others) te create an “arca of critical environmenal

concern” (ACEG) for prairie-chickens—and in that
area ta seriously cureail livestock grazing—under-
mines the trust that is needed berween ranchers,
conscrvacionists, and BEM if the stakeholder pro-
cess is to worls. In response, conservationists pro-
posed to delay part of the ACEC petition process.

The Rio Grande Chapter did not sign the ACEC
petition. We have no ebjection to an ACEC, but we
argued thar BLM should not limic its reforms to
parc of the prairie-chicken range. We proposed
actions to be taken througout the sand shinnery
habitar, mainly:

* long grazing deferrals, and

* some permanens exclosures.

Big bucks for the petroleum industry and jife-
style traditions of the livestock industry ate at stake
in this effort to restere prairie-chicken habitat,
Eight yzars of cffore have done litdle to mirigate the
birds’ plight since the 1995 “listing perition.” Let us
hope that the Stakeholder Pracess is more than
just process.

For more information, contacr Chapter Wildlife
Tssues Chair Roger Pererson (see Maschead, page 2).
~Rager Peterson

Neither Bush Nor the House Set to Support Family Planning

r E he shift of power that resuleed from the
2002 congressional elections has radieally
ehanged the political landscape in Washing-

tan, especially for popuiation, envirenment, and

women's-rights advocates. Anti-family-planning
members increased their numbers in the House and

Senate, posing greac challenges for the next nvo

years. Population and famity-pianning programs

toek a direct blow from the Bush Administration
befare the November elections and now face an
even more uncertain future, with reproduetive
héalth czre and policies an obvious targer. House
and Senate leaders will most likely try ro stwip away
funding for incernarienal and domestic family
planning, contraceptive equiry, and compichensive
sexuality education, while Kart Rove panders to

the religious right,

. Pajarito Group
| hitp:iiriogrande.siefraciub.orglpajariiol
“ Carole Gfi[ﬁtl.nsjz:lc._;{i;'sﬁn,_ Cbm;r i _.: .
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i manlk7@aol.com RS
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.'.:'Chuék. i’e_rgil:r,'_Con.r;r:v._i'.'.r:c.m C'.";:zrr S
oo pergla@attner LT

-::];i)d).f Bc'ﬁ:.s_on_-" :
5" bensanj@lank.gov

£ Mate Heaviser, Webnieiske
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For instance, we face:

= another year with no U.S. suppart for United
Narians Populations Fund (UNFPA) family-
planning programs (www.sierraclub.orgf
population/UNFPAY;
attacks on U.S. Agency for Internarional
Development (USAIDY) Gamily-planning
programs (www.sierraclub.org/papulation/
usaid asp);
anti-family-planning pelicies, like the Global
Gag Rule (wwaw.sicrraclub.org/poputation/
global_gag_rulef); and
threats to comprehensive sexuality education,
with an increased push for abstinence-only
programs (www.plannedparenthood,org/
library/facts/AbstinenceQnly10-01.heml;
Feature story “Just Say No™).

On 4 February 2003, President Bush sent his
annual budget proposal 1o Congress, kicking off the
FY2004 appropriations pracess. The President’s
budget request for FY2004 guaranteed no funding
for UNFPA and no increase for USAID’s inrerna-
tional family-planning programs, driving the

United Scaces further away from its previous family-
pianning commitments. We now lock to Congress,

and in particular the Senare, ro increase these fupd-

ing levels through their appropriations bitls and puc
us on track for a more sustainable future,

Itis clear from the Bush Administration’s blaranc
efforts in 2002 to roll back the rights of women,
withdraw from international agreements, and jeop-
ardize the health of families and our shared environ-
ment, thac collectively we need to make our voices
heard in 2003. Global Population and Environment
Program saff have been working with scaff from
Audubon, National Witdlife Federation, Populacion
Action International, and Tzask Walton League to
reach out to newly elecred members of Congress o
explain why population is an environmental issue
and stress the importance of U.S. support for family
planning programs,

For mere informagion, contact Annerte Souder,
Senior Washingron Representative for the Sierra
Clubs Global Papulation and Environmene Pro-
gram, in Washington, DC (202/675-7901; annerce.
snuder@sicrmclub.org)

—Annette Sonder

NM Legislature 2003 gonciuued fom page 3

Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS)

Background—In December 2002, the NM Public
Regularery Commission (PRCY passed 2 rule requir-
ing the four major electric companics to generate
5% of their electricity from rencwable sources by
2006 and 10%b by 2011 (see Serran Jan/Feb 2003),

Spensors—Michael Sanchez (SIM 51—new legis-
lation); Richard Ramero (SB836—new legistation)

We oppose Senate Joint Memorial (S]M) 51,
which asks the PRC to suspend the RPS pending
further study by the Legislature. S]M 51 passed
the Rules Committes on 2/24.

We support SB836, Renewable Energy Pro-
grams, introduced on 2/20 in support of the RPS.
Tr states in pare, . . Renewable Energy Program
Commission—additional duties—The commission

shall adope rules and develop a rencwable energy
program applicable to public wriliries providing
elecrric services and may include:
- requirements for volunrary programs;
. renewable energy portfolio standards;
- a renewable energy credit rrading systemn;
. educarienal programs;
source and emissions disclosure requirernents;
net mezering requirements;
. interconnection standards; and

IOTEUNE >

. customer interest surveys.”
Starus—~Although the Governer's office swears
that it is i strong support of the RPS, Sanchez
introduced SJM 51, and it passed Scnate Rules
Committee on 2/24. There is a possibiticy thac this

{continued on next page)
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Saturday,” mnngh %9, ! ‘%'.'.xccuﬂtivc Commit-

wee will mket dn Sunday fofnih ,,ﬁjarch 30.
All mi:mgcré axg.invgjiév%ri!igﬁt
lodging at gfic Refuge ispvailble
If you asé jneerested, flease chrifact
Chapter Chaif Douf Frasér, or Licasurer
Blair Browil (et MastHedd, pdjgd .

NM Legislature 2003 (onrimed frons page 19)

memorial may “pulied” into another committee that
will not be at all friendly to these delaying racrics.

AstiontNeeds—¥e re urging scnators to oppose
$JM 51 and to support SBE3G.

Wildife

Bachground-~Funds originally designated in HBG
are insufficient for the Conservation Services
Deparement. Through variaus measutes, including
a Sierra Club-sponsored amendment to the annual
Game and. Fish Appropriation (HB6), we are
attempting to Increase Funding for the Game
and Fish Department, Consetvation Services
Department.

Sponsors-—Mimi Stewart (HBG—-amendment)
Game and Fish Appropriations Act ; Begaye
(HB240), McSorley (SB329), and Coll (HB943—
new legislation) Personal Income Surcax for Wildlife
Programs; Stewart (HBG56—new legisiation)
Wildtife License Places

Status—We are waising to scc if our amendment,
2 “commiccee add” of $125,000, is rolied up into
the final approptiation for Game and Fish. The
original “Personal Income Surtax for Wildlife Pro-
grams bitl (HB240) did poorly in its most recent
committes hearing. However, the mirror SB329 has
yet to be introduced, and a dupficate HB943 has
just been introduced by Representative Max Coll,
the Chairman of the House Appropriations and
Finance Committee. Stewart’s HBG56 provides
funding for gatme protection through witdlife
license plates. The first hearing for this was on 2/20.

Artion{Needs—Foliow committiee hearings.
YWhen it is determined which bill prevails, we will
be calling legislators to voice support.

Mining
Bachgronnd—Defend the 1993 NM Mining Act
Amendnent—We strenuously oppasc SB473,
the Phelps Dodge Company's attempt to:

* cstablish sacrifice zones {their fanguage is
“highest and best use”);

» shift air and water regulation from the Envi-
ronment Department (ED) to Mining and
Minerals Deparsment (MMD});

» allow sclf-bonding, financial seif-assurance.

Status—Despire rumors that the Governor asked
Phelps Dodge not to subsmit this bill, Senator
Alramirzno introduced an ameaded Mining Act bill
(SB473} on 2/4! The amended bill has been sched-
uled for Senate Conservation and Senate Corpora-
tions committces. We would like to sce it assigned
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advocacy and labbying efforts. Your dues include $7.50
far a subscription to Siermt sagazine and $1 for your
Chapter newsletter.”

the Board of Directors.

tion in elections at all club levels isa

imajor membership abligation. Your

Board of Directors is required to stand for
election by the membership. This Board
sets club policy and budgets at the
national level and works closely with the
staff to run the Club, Voting for candi-
dates who express your views on how

the Club should grow and change is both a
privileae and responsibility of membership.

Members frequenty state thac they don't
know the candidates and find it difficuit to vote
withous learning morc. You can learn more by:

+ acking questions of your group and chaprer
teadership and other experienced members
you know; and

+ visiting the Club’s cleciion web site (www.
sietraclub.org/bod/2003 election), which
includes candidate responscs 1o questions
posted by various Club entities.

Please take several minutes to read the baliot
statement of each candidate, make your own
decisions, and then cast your votes. You will find
thar our ballot is quite straightforward and
casy to mark, You can cven cast your vote
electronically:

Ditectors whose terns expire in 2003 are:

Phil Berry, Robbie Cox, Michae! Darsey,
Chad Harson and Lisz Renstrom.

National Club Election Coming Up in March

he annual election for the Club's Boatd of directors is now undenway: In March, you will receive
i the mail your national Sicrea Club ballot. This will include information en the candidates for

The Club is a democraticatly structured organization ac all levels thar requires the regular flow of
vicws on pelicy and priotities from its grassroots membership in order to function well. Yeardy participa-

"The Club . . . reciuires the regular flow
of views on policy and priorities

from its grassroots membership
in order to function well.”

SIERRA
CLUR

TOVHNED 1R3T

Candidates for 2003-2006
Newinating Committee  Petition
Robbic Cox (NC) Connic Hanson (CA)
Lisa Force {AZ} Doug LaFollette {W1)
Betsy Gaines (MT) Emuna MeCauley (MO)
Gordon LaBedz (CA) Parrick Murphy (31}
Nancy Rauch {PA) Michele Perrauit (CA)
Lisa Renstrom (NC) Dick Schneider {CA)
Adamn Werbach (CA} Paul Warson (AK)
Don Young {MY}
Bernie Zaleha (ID}

to Senate Judiciary and Scnate Public Affairs. We
arc cireulating a face sheer and meeting with key
senators. CIiff Larsen is also jeining us in meetings
with individual senatots on the Conservation
Committee to lobby against the passage of SB473,
Atign/Needs—Prepate a phone wrec/mailing co
use as seon as we know when SB473 is assigned to

the committee,

Fer mote information about the status of these
and other bills and memotials, call the Chaprer's
Hetlife (983-2703), or contact Chapter Legisla-
dive Coordinator MaryBeth Morand (400-3G48;
mbmorand@aol.com).

weMatryBeth Movand and Marty Peale
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Each of Us Can Leave a Legacy of Outings,

where he lives, 1 have led a Waldo-to-Madrid loop
hike several times in recent years, carefully scouting
out what I remembered from a Keskulla hike years
ledd hikes and went on hikes, exploring the moun- ago aeross pifion-juniper flats, up a ridge to the old
tains, deserts, and canyons of our beauriful South- cemetery, and along the old railroad bed. Alas, in chis
west. Theirs was often the first ouring a new member  case, new houses popping up across what had been
went on, and they discovered many routes cthag open countryside have obstructed the roure with
became part of our Group's repectory. A week or rwo  fences and no-trespassing signs, and I gave up on
ago, | teok an afiernoon walk with a friend across Madrid, But my friend pointed out that there is still
some badlands that [ hadt'e visited in 2 while. Part a do-able roure, encompassing 2 new wilderness area
way through, I remembered that I had fearned this desipnated with county open-space bond monies,  +
hike from the Keskullas, and I probably would not and a picce of the old tracks. The landscape has
tave discovered it on my own. changed, but the concept of a pleasant day’s jaunt

In preparation for my April euting for this sched-  around this historic rown remains.
ule, T decided ro aceepr a colleague's offer 1o help Carolyn always shared her knowledge of wildflow-
guide us around the old mining tewn of Madrid, ers with the group, explaining carefully the difference

bout a month ago, one of cur long-time
activists and hikees died. For many years,
Carolyn Keskulia and her husband Arnold

Learning, Activism

beoween a red penstemon and a scarlet gilia, and
musing upon the subtle differences within the huge
composite family, And she persevered to her final
days in writing her Congressmen and agency direc-
tors about the damage thar proposed bills and ad-
ministrative actions would cause to our special lands.

We all can Jeave a legacy of our love of the out-
doors. Share a newly found wild area with your hik-
ing companions; on your next Sierra outing, bring
along a friend whe might not want o venture out on
histher own. If you know about the geolagy, history,
wildlife, or plants of a particudar area, share that.
Then urge your friends and colleagues to stay vigi-
lane—and write, phone, ot fax when these favorite
places are thzeatened with ORYs, gas and ol drilling,
or new and unnecessary roads.

—Norma MeCallan

Saturday, March 8 = Cumbres Pass SkifSnowshoe—Enjoy New Mexico's best
snow. Abe and Carcle Jacobson {672-9579-Los Alamos),

Sunday, March 9 « Cerrilles Hills—Moderate hike 10 Cerro de la Cosena, the most
easterly of the peaks. Norma McCallan (471-0005-SFe).

0005-5Fc).

Selected Sierra Club Outings in March, April, and May 2003

Sunday, April 13 » Madrid Loop—Moderate hike around the old mining town
with a local guide explaining the history and culture. Norma McCallan {471-

Saturday-Monday, Aprif 19-21 » Cechiti Canyon-—Moderate, exploratery back-

Petencin (271-9928-Albq).

\V‘ckcuden {915/855-6697-El Paso}.
ncnr Dcmmg Ben Zerbey (526-7811-Las Cruces),

Sunday Macch 23 « Cnbn Tmll—MUdt.'ra!L‘ ik
9404-Laos Alzamas), -

(995-B547-5Te},

Alamos)

Saturday(s), March 15 and 30, April 19 and 27 » Desere Exploratary Hilees—
Visit some of our mast incredible and heautiful Jandscapes hidden on semore BLM
lands, sl off trail, sometimes rocky footing, ahways oustanding vistas. Tom

Monday-Friday, March 17-21 » Grand Canyen National Parlc—Stren firg ba
pack down the Boucher Trail, across the Tonto, and up the Hermic Tra

Saturday, March 22 « Cooke’s Peale—Strenuous hike up dlls pmsmnem l.lndnmr

Sunday, April § + Pina Tr:ul Samdm Mountain Wilderness—Six miles mund i)
2,500 feet elevation ghin, geeat views. David Ther (260- 1553-Albq).

Sararday April 12 « Ladrone Peak—Strenuous exploratory hilce té lhxs pmmmcm
peak between Albuquerque & Sacorro. 3,000 feet elevation gain. Lavi Mathotra =

Satieday, Apreil 12 » Fillmaré ..Canyon, Organ Mountains—Moderate hike, sub-

. srantia elevation gain. Paul Bronson (525-1935-Las Cruces).

“Saturday, Aprif 12 * Cerro Pedernal—Strenuous hike up this Geargia O'Keefe
tandmark. 1,800 feet clevation gain. [ise and Rainer Bl ccl. (662 2368-Los

'Rnlim

Diclc'obsg;;_l (651

pack, with dny _hike on Sunday, Dogs OK, Bob McKee (471-0005-SFe).

aday, May - II MuumTaylnr—Car camp; Moderate/strenuous

iy prolnf:lunt

Sunday, May 25 Sanea Bachara Pcak—-Slrcnunus iul ¢ to thzs 12,000" peak.
2,400 feer clev-u C nxg:un. 16 mlict; round mp L:w1 Malbarsa. {995 8547-SFe).

Plétse check the frvé G'rmrps’ pngek far anore information ou these tr{b:, )
. and for idditional activities.

Al avea codes are 505, :lxwpr ar uatéa',

k;i‘sacred to the Imh:ms Mike di Rosa {663-0648-

{painiting by Carolyn Kuckalla, New Mexico 1981}

Volunteers and Wolves o fom page 8

six by gunshot wounds and three by moving vehicles.
One was kilied by a mountain lion, perhapsin a
fight over prey or a carcass, One died of a brain
tumes, owo of distemper, and three of parvevirus.

Last year, male wolf 578 wandered south from the
Gila Wilderness of western New Mexico during
2002, crossed inta Mexico, failed to encounter any
lupine seforitas, turned around, headed rorch again,
and was recaptured.

The White Mountain Apaches in Arizona aze part-
ners with the FYWS on the wolf reintroduction
project. Their neighbors to the south, the San Carlos
Apaches, are less enthusiastic, but the FWS hopes wo
parcner with them eventualty.

frer a long period of quicr, in the spring of
2002, the Pipestern pack killed at least owo

calves from zmeng hundreds or possibly thousands
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of cows, FWS recapured the pack on the Plains of
San Augustin in New Mexico, a vast expanse of
nearly 6,000 square miles of private znd state-owned
grassland southwest of Socorro, Wildlife acsivists
challenged a propesal to kill the wolves.

Exactly hew many cows have been killed by welves
is a marter of some dispure, buz wildiife managers
can ger a realistic count of the number of wolf-kills
based on a variery of forensic techniques. For in-
stance, mounain Hons go for the neck, or for the
muzzle, whereas wolves will generslly artack from the
rear. Wolves' powerful jaws create a species-specific
pattern ef bruising in the body tissues of their prey,
causing more hemorrhaging than coyotes, mountain
lions, and bears. And wolves scrape hides with their
teeth. In face, the spaces between their teech, and the
bite radius of their upper and lower jaw, can identify
individuals.

The majority of ranchers worry abouc their live-
stock, but not all are opposed 1o the presence of the
wolves. U.S. FWS volunteer Stephanie Provinsky is
friends with @ lecal horse-ranching family thar is sup-
portive of the wolF-reintroduction project. Guests at
the ranch are excited to see the wolves. Hunters are
usually supportive of the program. Although one oz
two have complained about competition for elk, the
majority have told Provinsky that they hepe to hear
or see the wolves.

Provinsky thinks the wolves have a reasonably
bright future if they have encugh tertitory to ream
freely in pursuit of elk and deer. “1 think ir'd be good
if they had more places o go. With reproduction
happening out here, it’s going to get crowded eventu-
ally. And something's going to have to kappen so
they can have more territory.”

—Linda Doran
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