Ojito Could be Largest Wilderness Bill for New Mexico in 16 Years

’ ! T he cfforr to secure permanent Wilderness
protection for the Ojite Wilderness Study
Area and the sutrounding wild lands is
continuing to gain mementum and broad-based
suppart. Environmental groups including the Rio
Grande Chapter of the Sierr Club, The Wilderness
Sociery, the Coalition for New Mexico Wilderness,
and the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance are work-
ing in close alliance with the Pueble of Zia {Tsiya)
1o protect Ojito. This remarkable cellaborative effort
has brought a new dimension to conservation in
New Mexico and has made substantial pragress
toward the preservation of this incredible landscape,
The Ojito Wilderness Srudy Arca (WSA) was
actually recommended for Wilderness status by the
Burcau of Land Managemene (BLM) more than ten
years ago. The WSA contains approximately 11,000
acres and is characterized by dmmaric land forma-
tions and rock structures, multi-colored badands, as
well as a multitude of cultural, archacological, and
paleontolagieal sites, The Pucblo of Tsiya recognizes
numerous sites of religious and cultural significance
in the Ofito WSA, as well as the surrounding wild

e lands, As . result, the proposed legistheion pro tecting 1

che Qjito area includes both:

* in northwest New Mexico, inte the Chama River,
“which’flows into the Rio Grande ar Espafiola. The

* permanent Wilderness status for the Ojito
Wilderness Study Area; and

* the transfer of the surrounding buffer fands
to the Pueblo of T'siya.

In: reruzn, T’siya will be legally bound to maintain
public access to the proposed Qjito Wilderness Area
and the transferred lands. They will also be legatly
bound to prescrve she surcounding land by manap-
ing it as 4z firero Wilderness. In order 1o ensure con-
tinued access, the Pueblo of T'siya has extended 2
remarkable gesture of good faith by including in the
legislation a fimited waiver of sovereign immunity.
This guaransecs thsar, if access is ever restricted o the
public, the Pucblo of Tsiya has allowed jtself to be
brought inte federal courr. In another demonstration
of its conservation goals, Tsiya Pucblo hasa plan
for praitic dog reintroduction once the Jand transfer
is complete.

The eoflabotative effore benween environmental
groups and the Pucbio of Tsiya is only one
indication of the broad-based supporr behind ehis
initiacive, Across the political spectrum, magy of
New Mexicos leaders stand behind the protection of

The Ofito Wilderness Study Area encompesses 10,794 acres af -

“0jitei Most Hombli Gavernon Bill Richardiofi dand G38 ncrés of LS Briveas of Linnel WA Hges Soveouseiv
Ceomtimued on puge ) 1nent Land in north central New Mexico (iee map, page 4
photo by Bifl Stone).

Farmers a'nd"Environmentalists Challenge
Albuquerque s Plan to Divert River Water

he Ciry of Albuquerque s applied for

a permiz to divert 47,000 acre-fect of Szn

Juan-Chama Project water, along with an
equal amount of native Rio Grande water, from the
river. A historic alfiance of farmers and envirormen-
talists lias protested Albuguerque’s applicarion, A
hearing on the prorest concluded in late February
2003,

The San Juan-Chatma Project diverts water from

the San Juan River basin, through 2 mountain mnnel

The historic alliance of frmers and environmen-
talises includes;
» the Assessment Payers Association of the
Middle Rio Grande Conscrvancy District,
* the Socorre Soil and Warer Conservation
District,
= onc individual farmer,
* the Sierra Club,
* Rio Grande Restoration,
* Amigos Bravos, and
* the New Mexice Public Interest
Research Group.
The protestznts do not ohject to Albuguerque
using San Juan-Chama water, but they do object w0

{centtinued on page 7)
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nacive Rio Grande water. thar Albuquerque seeks to
diverr would be returned to the river about 14 miles
downstream as treated efflucnt.
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Doug Fraser, Chair

Fraser@zhuntek.net 474-7615
Don Drearhott, Vice-Chair

dearhelt@es.nimstledu 522-3035
John Buchser, Comservation Chair

jbuchser@earthlink.net 820-0201
Laurence Gibson, Secretmry

Lgibson@utep.cdu 915/594-7342
Blair Brown, Treasurer

bhblirb2@a0l.com 259-7190
Richard Barish

rdbarish@act.com 232-3013
Jim Hannan

jhannan505@aol.com 988-5760
Ken Hughes

bifamily@nets.com 474-6530
Susan Martin, Conneif Delegate

smartind 1@worldnec.az.net 988-5206
Norma McCallan

nmecallan@mindspring.com 471-0005
Ted Mertig

tnertip@catihlink.net 915/852-3011

lise Bleck, Pajarito Gronp

ibleck@yahoo.com 662-2368
Marilyn Cooper, Central Group
294 2987
Don Dearholt, Sonthern Group
dearholt@cs.nmsu.edu 522-3035
Doug Fraser, Northern Graup
frasec@chuntek.ner 474-7615

Ted Mertig, £l Paro Gronp

wmertig@earthlink.net 915/852-3011

Rie Grande Chapter of the Sicrra Club
621 Old Santa Fe Trail, Suite 10

Santa Fe, NM 87505

505/983-2703 » fax 50519829760

4T he Club has three structura levels, The Narionzl
Board of Dicectors deternsines the overall direcion
of the Club. The National Crganization is subdivided
into Claptets, and cach Chaprer is further divided into
Groups. One represenative from each Chapter reports to
the National Beard through the Councit of Club Leaders.
The tagest pare of the Chaprer’s budpet gaes to the
salaty and expenses for the Conservation CGsganizer and
a part-timae lobbyist, followed by the printing and mailing
of this newsletter,

www.riogrande.sierraclub.org

Central NM Group PO. Box 25342 » Albuguerque,
NM 87125-5342

Ef Paso Group RO, Box 9191 = Eb Paso, TX 79983
= 915/594-7342

Pajarite Group PO. Box 945 = Los Alamos, NM 87544

Norther Group 621 Old Santa Fe Trail, #10 Santa Fe,
NM 87505 « 983-2703 * fax 982-9766

Southern NM Group 0. Box 3705 UPB, Las Cruces,
NM 88003 » 522-3035

Southwest Regional Ofice 202 E. McDoweli Road,
Suite 277 » Pheenix, AZ 85004 + 602/254-9330; fax
602/258-6533

Sierra Club National 85 Second Street, 2ud Floor +
San Francisco, CA 94105 * 415/977-5500
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CAFOs Paul Elders 935-2180 paul.elders@saveourwatersupply.com
Energy Gail Ryba 955-9578 gnryba@cybermesa.com
Military Marianne Thaefer 522.3421 marianne thacler@sicrraclub.org
Mining Abe Jacobson 672-9579 abe.jacobson@waorldnet.att.pet
Cliff Larsen 466-2128 classen®@in, peromin,com
Rangelands OPEN '
Sand & Gravel Cliff Larsen 466-2128 clarsen] @ix.netcom.com
Spraw] Issues Jan Kindel 474-7207 jankindel@aol.com
Trade Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@aol.com
Transportation Ken Hughes 474-0550 blfamily@nets.com
Valles Caldera Iise Bleck 662-2368 ibleck@yaboo.com
Water John Buchser 820-0201 huchser@earthlink.net
Water Quality Maxine Goad 455-2464 maxinegoad@cybermesa.com
Wilderness artin Heinrich 232-7151 meheintich@aol.com
Wildlife Liz Walsh 9E5/747.5421 ewalsh@utep.edu
Roger Peterson 983-7559 rogpete@aol.com

Fundraising QPEN
Legal Richasd Baish 232-3013 rdbarish@aol.com
Membership Ted Mertig 915/852-3011 tmertig@earthlink.ner
Personnc] Committee  Blair Brown 259-7190 bblaitb2@acl.com

Jan Kindel A74-7207 jankindel@aol.com
Political/Legislation Gwen Wardwell 438-3060 g-wardwell@worldnet.atz.net :
Sierra Student Coalition  OPEN
Webmaster/Listscrver Blaiz Brown 259-7190 bblairb2@aol.com !

Norma McCallan
Ted Mertig

471-0005
915/852-3011

Outings
Enner City Outings

nmeeallan@mindspring.com
tmeztig@earthlink.net
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Editor/Layont/Ads

.
mpeate@newmexico.com

Marty Peale 983.0841

Thc Rio Grande Sierran is published six times a year by the Rie Grande Chapser of the Sierra Club as = benefit for
Sicrra Club members living in New Mexico and West Texas, The opinions expressed in sigied articles in the Rio
Grande Sierran are the opinioas of the writers and not necessarily those of the Sicrra Clab, Articles may be frecly re- i
printed for non-profit purposes, provided that credit is given to the author and the Rio Grande Sierran (Please fet us ¢
know if you reprinc.) Products and services advertised in the Rio Grande Sierman are not endorsed by the Sierra Club.

Consributions are welcome from mentbers, E-mail contributions preferred. Comeibutors’ names and e-mail address
will be included i the asticle, as 2 source of more information, unless the contributor specifics otherwise. Send 1o the
editor (mpeale@newmexico.com * RO. Box 315, Bl Rito, NM 87530}, All submissions mirest be received by the 10th
of the month prior to publication. (The Rip Grande Siernan is published in eatly January, March, May, July, Seprember
and November} Photos, artwork and poems are also welcome, Letters and articles are subject to abidgrment.

Editorial practices as developed by the Grand Canyon Chapter and adopied by the Rio Grande Chapter will be used
in production of the Rio Grande Sierran. Latters to the editor over 540 words witl be edited for length or returned to
the author for editing, Submissions of Rie Grande Chapter members will take precedence aver ather submisstons.
Contents of Group pages are the responsibility of the editor
for that group and any policies tlat are in place from the
applicable Group.

Non-member subscriptions at $10/ycar are available.
Send checks to Blair Brown, Treasurer = 22268
Wyoming NE, PMB 272 + Albuquerque, NM 87112
Please allow eight weeks For processing,

The Rio Grande Siernan rans paid adversisements,
Contact the editor for advertising policy and rates.

rigradulatiois

T_hr;r:_ of our very own Rio Grande Chapter leadets have recently been‘recognized and honored - -
L by apppoinrments ro advisory boards within the Richardson Administration. Commissianer of
State Lands Par Lyonis has appointed Chapter Chair Doug Fraser to its Advisory Commictee on

‘the Environment and Culeuial Resources. The Govesnor has appointed Paul Paryski, Conscrvation
Chair of the Nosthern Groiip, to his Blue Ribbon Water Task Fotce; and Gwen Wardwell, Political/
Legislative Chair for the Chapter, to the New Mexico Envitonmental Improvement Board. '
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Political
Contact Information

President George Bush
The White House
1800 Fenusylvania Avenuc, MW
" Washiagton, DC 20500
202/456-1111 « fax: 202/456-2461
president@whitehouse.gov

Secretary of Interior Gale Norton
1849 C Streer
Washingten, DC 20240
202/208-7351 » fax: 202/452-5124
gale_nertan@ios.doi.gov

L5 Senator JelF Bingaman
703 Harr Senate Building
Washingeon, DC 20510
2021224-5521
DC fax 202/224-2852
senater_bingaman@bingiman.senate.goy

625 Silver SW, Suite 130
Albuguerque, NM 87102
Abg. fax 503/345-6780

.5, Senator Pete Domenici
328 Hart Scoate Building
Washington, DC 20550
DC fax 202/224-6621
senator_domenici@domenici.senate.gov

25 Silver SW, Suite 330
Albuguerque, NM 87102
oA i esdy

AL o T T

U.5. Represeatative Tom Udall
502 Cannon House Office Building
Washingron, DC 20515
wiwwwhouse.govftomudal}

DC phone: 202/225-61%0
DC fax: 202/226-1331

wwwshousegov/tomudall!

811 St. Michaels Drive, Suite 104
Sanra Fe, NM 87505
SFe phone: 505/984-8950
SFe fax: 505/986.5047

U.5. Representative Steve Pearce
1408 Longworth
\Washington, DC 20515
DC phone: 22/225-2365
DC fax: 202/225-9599

400 North Telshore, Suite E
Las Cruees, NM ‘88011

LC phone: 505/522.221%
LC faxz 505/522-3099

New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson
State Capitol, Roam 400
Sama Fe, NM 87501
50%/827.3000

New Mexico Stare Legislature
Legal Council Services
505/986-4600

"+ New Mexico State Senators
Senate Chief Clerk’s Office
L 5059864714
New Mexico State Representatives
[‘IOl_I:S_C Chief Clerk's Office
150519864751 '

ington, DC,

o begin, | would ke to com-

ment on my first tour of the
Water Festival programs for
fourth-grade elementary school
students in the region. This is a col-
laborative endeavor which is, in my
humble eginion, the most impor
tant thing we as environmentalists
and conservationists can do—that
is to pass on to our chidren our
knowledge and concemn for sus-
tainability through stewardship of
our land and resources. To watch
the young kids eagerly
absorbing ali the different program
approaches—ifrom aquatic life to
water pollution—remindad me of why | have
spent most of my professional career in this
maovement. Truly an inspiration. Thanks to all
who contribuie to this program (the Chapter
does help financially), and particutarly to Susan
Gorman and Blair Brown {Chapter Treasurer)
who are the primary organizers. Please read
their article on page é. | hope the Festival wil
spread throughout our Chapter region. (Pres-
ently,it has been offered only in Albuquerque
and Santa Fe.)

Naext, my wife Kathy and | attended the Sec-
ond Annual High Plains Lesser Praide Chicken
Festival this past April | 1-13 in Milnesand, New
Mexico. 1t was another great collaborative effort,
involving Eastern NM University, the State Game

A Note From the Chair

and Fish Department, local
ranchers, and conservationists,
The good news: the numbers of
birds appear to be increasing, We
aren't sure why, but a 10:year
study is underway. Who says we
can't work together? But getting
up at 4:00nm to watch the grouse
{they are not chickens) prance,
strut, hop, and boom takes a lot
out of a normal human who is
not so inclined to expend such
singular energy for the perpetuz-
tion of the species at such an
hour A special thanks to the local
ranchers and the community of
Milnesand for not only their great hospitality, but
also for their work in reviving the prairie chicken
habitat. Special thanks g to Jim and Cris Weaver
and their Grasslands Charitable Foundation, and
Charles and Brenda Dixon of Wildlife Plus.
Thanks also to the State Game and Fish Depart-
ment, particularly Lesser Prairie-chicken Biclogist
Dawn Davis, Supervisar for Game Bird Manage-
ment Bill Durin, consultant Tish McDaniel, and
State Game and Fish Department Director Larry
Bell whose last day was April 25th. (Larry will be
missed.} Remember; second weekend in April
2004, if you want to attend. Milnesand is halfway
between Portales and Tatum, New Mexico.
—Dorg Fraser

R Ever since the Jri‘tﬁ}#;éi{,r.ﬂm in late 2001 a(zd. .
: carly 2002, postal mitil has been the least . -
U gffoctive way to comtact ;.’_e'-.’:z;:{ offictals in Wash-

Chapter Conservation Chair John Buchser

You know John Buchser's
name, and probably you
John himsell, because he's been
with the Club for better than
25 years now, he's worn a lot
of hats,and he's covered a lot
of ground—and the beiter
part of most of cur rivers,
John's serving as Chapter Con-
servation Chair now, with a
special interest in water issues,
but he came to us atfirstasa
volunteer on trait maintenance
hikes (and that's where he met
his wife Linda). Over time, he
has served on the Santa Fe
(Northern) Group Executive Committee (in-
cuding chairing the committee); and he's herded
us as Chapter chair, and editor of the Sterran.

About his advocacy for water conservation,
he says,"I'm sorry it took so many years of fow
precipitation te get us thinking about it,but I'm
pleased we're thinking about it, because [ think
there's stil a chance of meeting all our needs--
the needs of people and the envirenment”

He says that in the spirit of nearly bottorless
hope and gocd will, because he alse says, "Today,
| have to say | think the Rio Grande is going to
die. ['ve seen it where it runs through El Paso
{and I've seen the Salt River where it runs
through Phoenix). YWhen you see the river valley
through Albuguerque, you think, That's really

nice; But then ! see where
we're headed and that we're
not very far from losing it"

Leadership positions within
the Chapler have ushered
John into a richer kind of
engagement with people who
love New Mexico and with
the dynamics of issues. He
explains, "Tm finding that, be-
cause I'm in this position,
people are more fikely to
share their perspectives
with me. | have a chance
to get people together: I'm
hearing from pecple with
common interests who
waouldn't by any stretch cajl
themselves environmental-
ists-—legislators for
instance. It's great to see
thern taking on environmental issues, and pretty
satisfying to find someone wha knows how to
work with thelr interests and skills”

Weekdays, Johr's designing, implementing. and
maintaining computer systems for the State
Engineer's Oflice—immersed in the workings of
state water issues from the inside, literally. But
after hours, look for him on skis, or in a raft,
ar hiking with a saw in his pack.

——Marty Peale

MaviJuue 2003

Rio Granupe SiErrAN

3



Otero Mesa and Cabezon Also Climbing NM Wilde

grow. In a letter to U.S. Secretary of Interior

Gale Norton, Governor Richardson reiterated
his opposition to oil and gas drilling there, at least
until the Burean of Land Management (BLM) stud-
ies the Wilderness potential in the area. In addition,
the letter asks for the “designation of a significant
wilderness area.” This brave commitment from the
Governor and mounting grassroots opposition
caused BLM to postpone release of its Final Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS) for Otero Mesa.

For more information, contact Southern Group

member and Chapter Vice-chair Don Dearholt in
El Paso (522-3035; dearholt@cs.nmsu. edu).

f ; upport for protecting Otero Mesa continues to

he Cabezon Country proposal includes nine

roadless areas west of Qjito along the Sandoval
County/McKinley County border. Currently, there is
significant local support on the west side of the pro-
posal and significant local resistance on the east side.
The McKinley County Commission has passed a
resolution supporting the whole proposal; the San-
doval County Commission is opposed. Support is
growing in McKinley and Cibola Counties where
Coalition member Arturo Sandoval has been doing
some great grasstoots work. The new mayor of
Gallup (McKinley County seat) supports the pro-
posal. Additional relationships are developing with
community members in Grants and Gallup, where
residents see land-conservation initiatives as part of
their economic development strategy—a major shift

The Lobo Faces Challenges in the Gila

Group of the Sierra Club and the Eco Club of

the University of Texas at El Paso (UTED)
joined former Mexican wolf recovery coordinator
Dave Parsons and wolf activist Michael Robinson
(Center for Biological Diversity) for an outing into
the Gila Wilderness in search of one of the most
endangered mammals in North America, the
Mexican gray wolf, or “lobo.”

I n mid-April 2003, members of the El Paso

s Lhe: 700,000-acre Gila roadless area, most-of it -

designated wilderness, is home to only a small num-
ber of wolves. What factors explain the current lack
of wolves in the Southwest’s finest Jobo habitat?
The Mexican wolf was extirpated in the United
States thanks to hunting by the federal government
at the behest of the powerful livestock industry. The
government maintained an agency whose hundreds
of trappers and poisoners eradicated wolves from the
western United States by the 1940s. Beginning in
1950, the United States initiated a similar program
in Mexico, complete with American poison and per-
sonnel~and they very neatly succeeded in driving

learning to scavenging on dead cows and horses left
on both public and private land. They are learning to
regard stock as food, and after they learn to kill live-
stock, the government traps and removes them from
the wild. Some of these wolves are re-released into
other habitats, while others will spend their lives
in confinement.

In Wyoming, Idaho, and Montana, the Northern
Rocky Mountain Wolf Recovery Plan forbids the

- baiting of wolves with carcasses, but thlS basic pro- -

tection has not been extended to the Mexican wolf.
In our area, this abuse has resulted in the removal

from the days »
mount. A mem
ness study arcas
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released into the Gila National Forest. The new
Take Action!
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Lets Not Backslide on Protecting Public Lands

¥ EThis week, Americans celebrated Farth Day, asserting our commitment to preserving and passing
on a beautiful world to our children. rericafly, the Bush Administration just days earlier toid Con-

gress that it will no lenger assess which public lands deserve to be protected as wilderness areas, This

decision could significantly alter how millions of acres of public land across the country are managed.

"In sy view, this decision is 2 step backward in preserving America's great natural inheritance for
the use and enjoyment of present and future generatiors. Furthermore, it totally ignores public sup-
part for strong environmental and conservaticn measures, Wilderness can always be destroyed, but
it cannot be created,

“The Administration’s decision to ne longer perform wilderness reviews on federal land follows on
the heels of another troubling Interior Department action [re: RS 2477] that could allow states to
claim rights-of-way to thousands of miles of dirt roads, trals, and wagon fracks, many of which are in
national parks and wilderness areas. This proposal was developed in secret and presented as a final
policy, without public comment and without reason er explanation, I light of the harmiul impact it
<cauld have on our public lands, | have asked the Comptrofler General for a legal apinion. 've also
asked Secretary Norton not to implement this procedure until Congress has received that opinion.’

M Senator Jeff Bingaman
Ranking Member of US. Senate Erergy Cormrmitiee
25 Aprii 2003

Tom Udall, Mark Udall, and Jim Leach
Promoting Clean Energy and Protecting Consumers

he Sierra Club thanks Representatives Torn Udall (D-NM), Mark Udak {D-CO), and Jim Leach
(R-IA) for their leadership in helping America cut its dependence on polluting fossil fuels and
improving our nation’s energy security. In March 2003, these Representatives introduced a measure

thatyyguld increase the amount of electricity produced by clean, rgq%;{ggble_ sourges fkewindand

solar powen

The representatives introduced legislation that would require 20% of America's electricity to be
produced by renewable energy sources by the year 2025.With madern technology, we can have
clean, renewable energy and a healthy envirenment—but we need other representatives to jein
ther in their vision, if we keep relying on dirty power plants, we'll be stuck with poliution, health
problems and security concerns. Cur dependence on fossit fuels leaves us vulnerable,

Increasing our use of renewable energy will help reduce our dependence on polluting fossil fuels,
which zre respensible for more than half of cur nation's global warrning pollution, By requiring utili-
ties to sell more clean, renewable energy, this legislation would reduce our need to burp fossil fues,
and take giant steps toward ceaning up our air and curbing global warming,

Increasing our use of renewable energy will also protect consumers from wildly fluctuating energy
prices, Matural ges prices are currently at record highs, znd diversifying our energy mix will make
consumers less dependent on one fuel that may become very expensive very quickly The Energy
Department’s Energy Information Administration showed that a renewable standard similar to the
one introduced today could reduce natural gas prices, which could potentially lower cansumers'
overall enargy bills,

Rural cemminities and farmers are big winners, too. Much of the country's renewable energy po-
tentiat is in rural areas and on agricultural lands, and renewable energy development can be a power:
ful economic suppert. Seme farmers and ranchers are receiving $2,000 a year for each wind turbine
operating on their land. Renewable energy projects bring tax revenues and jobs to communities.

—{ebbie Boger
Senior Washingion Representative, Sierra Club

A Clean-energy Economy Is an Investment in Peace

4 £The Sierra Club opposes the impending military attack on frag by the Uited States.We believe

that the best course of action is disarmament through the United Nations’ authorized inspections
and weapons destruction process. No matter what the duration or outcome of this conflict, hawever.
we will find ourselves in the same situation once again if the United States and other nations faf to
recognize that continued dependence on oil and ather fossil fuels is a significant destabifizing influ-
ence in international affairs. The Sierra Club therefore reaffirms its urgent eall for the United States
to move ta a clean-energy economy using energy-efficient technologies and renewable power”

—Carl Pope, Siarva Club Executive Director
17 March 2003
wwwsierroclub.org
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Ojito Wilderness (onrinned,  front page 1)

joined she local State Represencative, James Roper
Madalena, to support the propesed Ojito legislation.
in addition, the Sandoval County Commission
unanimously passed a resolution in support of |
this venture,

The permanent protection of the Ofito WSA and
the surrounding wild lands would be 2 huge victory
for canservation in New Mexico and would be the
largese Wildcrness fegislarion in this State for the past
16 years, Most importanay, chis is an attainable goal,
Gijito suppotters have worked titelessly to gain the
broad suppore behind this initiative and reccived a
positive reception with the New Mexico delegation
and the BLM in Washington, DC in March 2003,
You can help by writing letters of support to our
New Mexico delegation, cncouraging them to intro-
duce the Ojita legislation in the 108th Congress.

—dy Jestica MeCormack
Sierra Club member
Netw Mexico Wilderness Alliance intern

Take Action!

lease help pass this impartant Wilder-
Wilderness legislation, Wiite to ask
US. Congressman Udall and LS, Senators
Bingaman and Demenid to introduce
legislation that will:
* grant Wilderness designation to the
Qjitc Wilderness Study Areajand . "
+ trandfeirthe suirolndiny buffer of fahds’
to Zia Pueblo fo be managed in perpe-
tuity as de facto Wilderness with
permanent public access,

Please add your own thoughts.
Representative Tom Udall
Senator Pete Domenici

Senator Jeff Bingaman

=

(see contact info, page 3)

ﬂ Qjito
Wilderness Study
Area

Otero Mesa
Wilderness Study Area

(woodcat by Carolyn Keskudla)
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Otero Mesa and Cabezon Also Climbing NM Wilderness Charts

gtow. In a lerter to U.S. Sccretary of Interior

Gale Norton, Governor Richardson reiterated
his opposition to oil and gas drilting there, at Jease
unsil the Bureau of Land Management {BLM) stud-
ics the Witderness potential in the atea. In addition,
the fetter asks for the “designasion of a significant
wilderness area,” This brave commitment fram the
Governor and mounting grassroots opposition
caused BLM to postpone release of its Final Environ-
mental Impact Statemenc (EIS) for Otero Mesa.

For moze information, contact Southers Group

member and Chapter Vice-chair Don Dearholt in
El Paso (522-3033; dearholt@cs.omsu.edy),

f ; upport for protecting Otero Mesa continues to

he Cabezon Counery proposal includes nine

roadless areas wesz of Qjito aleng the Sandoval
County/McKinley County border. Currently, there is
significant local suppost on the west side of the pro-
posal and significant local resistance on the cast side.
The McKinley County Commission has passed a
tesolution supporting the whole praposal; the San-
doval County Commission is opposed. Support is
growing in McKinley and Cibola Counties where
Cealition member Arnre Sandoval has been doing
some great grassraots work, The new mayor of
Gallup (McKinley County scat) supports the pro-
posal, Additional relationships are developing with
community members in Grants and Gallup, where
residents see Jand-conscrvation initiatives as pare of
their economic development strategy—a major shife

The Lobo Faces Challenges in the Gila

Groug of the Sierra Club and the Eco Club of

the Univezsity of Texas at El Paso (UTED)
joined former Mexican wolf recovery coordinator
Dave Patsons and wolf activist Michacl Robinson
(Center for Biological Diversity) for an outing inro
the Gila Wilderness in search of one of the most
endangered mammals in North America, the
Mexican gray wolf, or “lobe.”

The 700,000-acre Gila roadless area, most ofis
designated wilderness, is home to only a small num-
bet of wolves, What factars explain the current lack
of wolyes in the Southwest's finest lobo habitac?

The Mexican wolf was extirpated in the United
Srates thanks 10 hunting by the federal government
a the behest of the powerful livestock industry. The
government maintained an agency whose hundreds
of trappers and poisoners eradicated wolves from the
western United States by the 1940s. Beginning in
1950, the United States initiated a similar program
in Mexico, complete with American poison and per-
sonnel—and they very neadly succeeded in driving
the lobo 10 extinction.

After passage of the Endangered Species Act in
1973, five wolves caprured between 1977 and 1980
from Mexico, plus two already in captivigy, became
the basts for an cricrgency captive breeding program
for eventual reintroduction into the wild. In 1998,
18 years after the last confirmed wild wolf was
removed from the wild in Mexica, the first eleven
wolves were reintroduced into wild in the Southwest,

For political reasons driven principaily by the
influence of the livestock industry in New Mexico,
the Apache National Forest of Arizona was desig-
nated the primary woif recovery area, while the
adjoining and much larger and wilder Gila National
Forest in New Mexico was only to receive wolves
that had beer recaprured from the wild or that
migrazed from Arizonz on their own.

The wolves have paid a price. At least 13 have been
shot, most in the more heavily roaded Apache
National Forest, whife wolves translocated to New
Mexico have often been traumatized in their caprure
and periods of captivity, and have sometimes been
injured and even killed in accidents during trapping.
Previously cohesive packs transtocated invo the Gila
have often split apare.

Results from an ongoing review of Mexican wolf
prey indicate that approximately 75% of their foed is
elk, and less than 596 is catcle, Wolves are, hewever,

I n mid-April 2003, members of the El Paso
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learning to scavenging on dead cows and hotses lefe
on both public and private lz6d. They are learning to
regard stock as food, and after they learn co kill live-
stock, the government traps and removes them from
the wild. Some of these wolves are re-released into
other habitats, while others will spend their lives

in confinement,

In Wyoming, Idaho, and Montana, the Northern
Rocky Mountain Wolf Recovery Plar forbids the
baiting of wolves with carcasses, but shis basic pro-
tection has not been extended to the Mexican wolf,
In our area, this abuse has resulted in the removal

of four packs.

In mid-April 2003, several more wolves were
released into the Gita Narional Forest. The new

from the days when uranium mining was para-
mount, A memorial opposing several of the wilder-
ness study areas (W5As) in chis region passed the
state House and Senate in carly 2003; however,

the legistators with whom Chapter Witderness Chair
Mattin Heinrich has had @ chance to meet have
indicated that did nos realize the implications of the
memotial and are re-evaluating their positions on
the basis of new information. While the Cabezon
Country campaign seilf faces many obstacles, the
momenturm has shified toward us somewhat in

the past six monchs,

For more information, contact Rio Grande
Chapter Wilderness Chair Martin Heinrich in
Albuquerque (see Masthsead, page 2).

—Martin Heinrich

packs are already ar 2 disadvantage. Some of these
newly released wolves are recaptures from previous
“cow scavenging/predacion” incidents. According

to Michael Robinson of the Center for Biological
Diversity, “. . . Rermovals subject the wolves to the
risk of injurics and social distuption, and under
seme circumstances increase their valnerzbility to
poachers. . .. Scientists have indicared these manipu-
lations ate a major reasons that the paputation
remains low,”

A June 2601 report commissioned by the USFWS
and writter: by a ream of four independent wolf
experts led by the renowned Paul C, Paquet, Ph.D.,
of the University of Calgary in Canada, recom-
mended policy changes to address the issues of:

(continued on page 18}

Take Action!

ork 1o end public land grazing.* Write to your public officials and let thern know that
the following modifications to the current reintroduction policies are needed immediately:

* Release wolves directly into the Gila National Forest. This is currently forbidden; there is no
biological basis for the current policy, and the wolves dispersing from Arizona face a gauntlet
of temptations in the form of fivestock carcasses. This fraquently ends in their incarceraticn
before they reach the relative safety of the Gila Wilderness. Animals captured and re-released
have not been as successful as animals released just once and then left alone.

* Mexican wolves should be treated like other wildfife and not be recaptured simply for leaving
the recavery area. The USFWS is required to recaplure walves that establish territories out-
side the recovery areas, even if they move to other public lands. But the ESA should function
to keep species from risl, not to isolate them in small populaticns that face a greater risk of
extirpation.

+ As long as walves are required to share the public fands with private livestock, ranchers should
be required to clean up or dispose of the carcasses of those cattie and horses that die of
other causes, before the wolves discover them and become habituzted to stock, inevitably
leading to the wolves removal,

U.S.Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton
U.S. Senators Bingaman and Domenici

U.S. Representative Tom Udail

{5z contact information, page 3)

* Ed Note: Neither the Club nor the Rie Grinde Chapter bas raken a catagovical position against public fand graz-
ing. Bosh Natiowal and the Chapier have adapted a pasition which cakes & number of factors into consideration
iet suchs determinations. Please see the Federal Public Lands Grazing Policy, adapred by the Sierva Clieb Board
of Directors on 23 September 200 (page 19).
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Kids Answer the Big Water Questions!

s New Mexico legislators at the Roundhouse
debated legisiztion for a Stace Warer Plan for
the future, students gathered for the firsc
Santa Fe Water Festival az Sweeney Cenzer o learn
how to mke action to conserve water now. They will
be the future decision makers and voters; perhaps
some of them will be legislators and water managers.
They will be faced with even tougher decisions to
ensure that the Srate Warer Plan is implemented.
Morc shan 500 fourch-grade students from schools
in the Santa Fe area atzended the Santa Fe Water
Festival. As they arrived, students were greeted by the
Water Wizard who “knews all there is to know about
H,0.” Lazer, they met a huge Rie Grande Cutthroat
Trout, New Mexieo’s stare fish, and a giant stone fly,
Mr. Trour’s favorite food.
The Water Festival featured 12 activities that were
presenied five times cach day for different groups of

swdents, Students discovered, for instance, how to
determine the purity of a sercam bidendifying
which “bugs” live chere. Teams of students werked
tagether g0 puzzle out how to create the most perfret
river, while others learned how native vegetation
along, the river’s edge keeps che water cleaner. Using
a watershed moddd, studenss could see how sediment,
pesticides, and oils from parking lozs can pollute

our water.

According to Doug Fraser, Chair of the Sierra
Club Rio Grande Chapter, “I believe that the Water
Festival is the most important work that we can do
10 pass on our knowledge and concern about con-
serving water and protecting water quality to the
next generation.” The Rio Grande Chaprer of the
Sierra Clubs has beer a financial supperter since the
first Water Festival in 1999.

“[These students] will be the future decision makers and voters;
perhaps some of them will be legislators and water managers.”

It an activity called “Rungff 01,7 presented by Rie Gvande River Ravigers, students learn bow precious topseif can run off’
the fand and end wp in the river—and they find out what can be done to prevent topsoil less (photo by Abe Franklin),

"'the Fifth Middic Rio Grande Water Festival to be

In the Students’ Classrooms, Too

Following the Water Festival, teachers Carmillz
Martinez and Maria Bernardez, from Kaune Elemen-
tary, invited us te come and talk with their suders
about what they had learned at the Water Festival.
Martinez and Brenarder had used the resources they
had received at the Teacher Workshoyp held before
the Water Festival to prepare students for the Big
Day and to reinforce the lessons of the Water Festival
acrivities afterward,

We talked with the students abour the Big Water
Questions:

* Why is water so important to life?

* What is the water cycle, and why is it
importans?

« What is a watershed and how docs it function?

* How do trees, plants, animals, people, soils,
and water depend en cach other?

+ How do our aczions affect water qualiry?

* How much water does my family use?

The students responded with a high level of under-
standing about water, its importance and funcrion,
and its connection to everything else. The students
described ways in which they are taking actions to
conserve water and protect water qualicy, and they
promised to tell cheir families and friends, too!

Even the teachers were impressed by the students’
knowledge! “They know so much more than they
knew 2 month age,” said Martinez proudiy.

Please Come Join Us, Meet the Kids!
Looking to the furure, plawing is underway: fo

held 16-17 October 2003 at the Albuquerque Con-
ventien Center. After that, we'll focus on the Second
Santa Fe Water Festival to be keld in 2004. [n be-
tween, there is outreach 1o other New Mexico com-
munitics ¢hat might want to hold a Festival, too.

There are many opportunities w participate in one
of the Water Festivals, Right now, we are secking pre-
senters for the Middle Rio Grande Fescival. If you
wonld like to find our whar it's fike 1o talk o 10+
year-old kids, you mighr consider this. We have
plenty of great activity ideas you can use, if you don't
have an activity of your own in mind.

If you live outside the Santa Fe/Middle Rio
Grande arca and chink a Wazer Festival would be
good for your communiry, let us know!

For more informatton, contace Festival Manager
Susan Gorman in Albuquerque (505/259-7190;
h2olest@aol.com; www.pieneerwest.net.

—Susan Gorman

Water Issues Fare Well in the 2003 Legislature

purred by increased concern about water in

the wake of the drought, water had what we

conld call a banner year in the state legislatuce.
The legislature passed, and the Governor signed, a
bill that would create a state water plan—an imper-
tant tool for understanding our water situation and
making decisions about how we will provide for our
water needs. A separate bill requires municipalities,
counties, and other water providers to develop water
conservation plans.

A bilt was also passed and signed into law that will
permit the reuse of gray water—shat is, water from
showers, baths, and laundry {sce March/April 2003
Sierran). Such water can now be applied to landscap-
ing and gardens withour being treated before use.
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In two scparate bills, the Jaw dealing with the fi-
nancing of water projects was amended:
* to permit the financing of conservation and
recycling projects, and
* to require that zll projects financed under the
Iaw incorporate technologics and designs for
efficient water use.
Funding was also ebtained for the creation of the
esilla Valley Bosque Park, which will restore an
arez of bosque in the Las Cruces arca,

Q ccogpition of the searcity of our water reseurces
A %and the importance of protecting them did not,
however, seem ro e enough to counteract the influ-
ence of special interests in the legislacure. They were
able 1o defeat two important picces of water legisla-

tion. Once again, legislation that would allew the
State Engineer to deny a permit for a domestic well
went down in flames. Under the current statute, the
State Engincer must grant such a peninit. The prob-
lem is that new domestic wells can have a negative
impact en existing water rights, cither because:
* too many domestic wells in an arca are
depleting the aquifer, or
* the demestic wells are drawing water from
a river and thereby impairing prier surface-
water rights.
The State Engineer needs authority to condition er
deny well permits when these circumstances exist,
but the bemebuilders and the unlimited-growth
crowd once again prevailed in defeacing the bills.
(contined on the next page)
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Summer Outlook Bleak for the Rio Grande and Its Silvery Minnow

he weather, legal constrains, and politics,

at home and within the Norton Interior

Department, are pushing the endangered
Rie Grande silvery minaow cver closer to extinction,
The Rie Grande and the endangered Rio Grande sil-
very minnow are facing a very dry summer. Spring
runoff is expected to be somewhar less than normal,
and more critically, only a limited amount of water
can be stored upstream for release over the course of
the summer because of the provisions of the Rio
Grande Compacr.

The Rio Grande Compact governs the use of the
waters of the Rio Grande by Colorado, New Mexico,
and Texas. Under the provisions of the Compact,
when Elephant Butte Reservoir falls below 400,000
acre-fect, as it is now; ne Rio Grande water can be
stored in most upstrezaim reservoirs, Mormally, snow-
melt is captured during spring sunoff and stored
upstrearn. It is then released gradually as needed for
farmers during the summer and early fall. The
refeases not only provide water for irrigation, but
they also keep the river wet ug to the peine where
the water is diverted from the river. Withour this
storage and release of irrigation waters, drying wilt be
much worse than normal this year.

The Rio Grande Compace does permit New
Mexico to trade any credit it has from the over-deliv-
cry of water to Elephant Butee for the right 1o store
weater upstream, if Texas agrees. New Mexico is now
in a credit situation and has negotiated an agreement
with Tesas 1o storc somie water upstreatn, The
amounts of water involved aze likely to only delay
the drying in some strerches, nor prevent it, and will
not prevent drying at 2ll in some reaches of the river.

Under the agreement, 30,600 acre-feer will be
available for the silvery mirnow. The U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service, however, recently issued a new

Biological Opinion (BO) that is intended 1o govern
the actions it will take to protect the endangered

Rie Grande silvery minnow over the next ten years.
The BO proposes that, after June 15 of cach year, the
agency will keep the river wet—and only minimally
wet—oily down to the Isleta diversion dam, a few
miles south of Albuquerque. The 36,000 acre-feer
will permit them to keep this stretch wer this year,
but approximarely 100 miles of river south of Isleta

term, however, there must be & sufficient reservoir of
genetic diversity such that some members of the
species will survive when the species encounters new
diseases, patasites, and other stressful conditions. A
University of New Mexico genesieist who examined
the genetic diversity of the captive minnow popula-
tions concluded thar there is not cnough genetic
diversity in the captive populations for the minnew
10 survive in the long term.

“The Biological Opinion, thus, simply goes through the motions
of trying to save the minnow.
{t is, in fact, a prescription for extinction.”

1o Elephant Butte will be permitied to diy, under
the BO.

Most of the few minnows remaining in the river
are in the area that will be permitted 1o go dry. There
ate fesw silvery minnows north of Isleta, suggesting

 tha the area that will be kept wer does not presendly
provide adequate habitat for the minnow, The BO
thus simply goes through the motions of trying to
save the minnow, [t is, in fact, a prescription
for extinction.

‘The agreement with Texas will also provide about
fifty to seventy thousand acre-feet of water for irriga-
tion. This water will help to keep the river wet for a
pare of the sumsiter, bu it is expeeted to run out in
mid-August. Unless we have an exceprional monsoan
scason, this water witl not be sufficient to keep the
river south of Islera wer throughout the summer.

Defenders of the BO contend that minnow papu-
lations can be replenished from minnows bred in
captivity. In order for species to survive in the long

The river and the minnow could, in theary, be
rescucd by a favorable decision of the Tenth Circuit
Cours of Appeals, in the appeal of last summer's
favorable ruling in the minnow litigation. It is
unknown, however, when the Court will rule or
hew it will rule when it docs so.

Last year, when things laoked equally blea’s for
the river, we were saved by the weather. There s
always this elemenr of uncerrainey. At present, how-
ever, it is difficulr 1o put a very positive face on the
silvery minnow’s situatien. [ am optimistic thar,
thraugh the work of the Sierra Club and many other
talented and dedicated organizations and individuals,
the Rio Grande will eventually becone a secure,
Lieaithy, living river. 1 am less optimistic that the
silvery minnow will be there 1o see it

For mere information, contact Chapter Exccutive
Committee member Richard Batish {sec Masthead,
page 2). :

e Richard Barish

Farmers and Environmentalists Protest (omimed fiom page 1)

the details of how Albuquergue plans to pur the
water to use. The plan calls for the construction of

a new dam in the river near Paseo del Norte, with

no adequate assurances that fish will be able to pass
around the dam. The plan also would atlow the City
to continue te divert native Rio Grande water during
periods of summer fow flow, even though there will
be little o5 no water it the river for a strerch of abour
14 miles through Albuquerque.

Under New Mexico statutes, the Stare Engincer
can impese conditions on a diversion permit if an
application is detrimental o the public welfare. The
State Engincer could thus mitigate the environmen-
sal harm cansed by the project. The case presents
novel questions:

* Docs the State Engineer consider environmen-
tal concerns to be masters of public welfarc?

+ How much weight wili the State Engincer give
to such concens?

Protestants also abject to faulty accosnring meth-
ads used to calculate the amount of water the City
wilt have te put in the river to compensaie for the
ongaing effects of its past ground-water pumping.
The river and che aquifer are hydrologically con-
nected, and the “hole” created in the aquifer by the
City's pumping pulls water ouc of the river. Asa
restlt of underestimates from faulty caleulations,
Albuquerque’s proposai will impair the water rights
of farmers and the river environment south of

the Clry.

Water Fares Well fousinved from rhe previons page)

In addition, a bill that would have required power
companies to consider afrernate ways to cool new
power generating plants was defeated. Thereare 2
considerable number of applications for the con-
struction of new power plants within the State.
These plants are not intended to provide power for
usc in New Mexice; rather they are intended 10 pro-
vide power for export fo other states. Convention-
alty, water is used to cool these power plans. [Every
many are built, they could represent a significant
aew use of our fimited water sesouzces. The bill tha

AMavd Linae 20072

was defeated did not mandate the use of any particu-
lar cooling rechnology; it would have simply
required an examinarion of the costs and benefits of
dry cooling and hybrid technelogics so as to conserve
aur warer resources. Unfortunately, in this <case, for
the time being, the power of special interests still
Zppears Lo Lrump reasot,

For more information, contct Chaprer Executive
Committee member Richard Barish (see Masthead,
page 2.)

—Richard Barish

For more information, contact Richard Barish (see
Masthead, page 2).

—Richard Barich
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Relearning the Art and Science of Goat Management in NM

n his article on the evolution of ccosystems
(sce page 24), Jack Nacl correctly states thar
“We must go back. . . and relearn the techniques
used by the people who first ran livestock on these
lands.” What was once common knowledge to rural
10-year-old children in New Mexico must be
relearned by those of us who hope to use this power-
ful rool for restoration. Not enly must we look back,
we must 2lso ook forward, The world has changed
in the past 100 years in ways that require new skills
and undersranding to successfully manage goars for
managing vegeration and, hopefully, cconomic devel-
apment. Today we have challenges thar did not exise
at the wurn of the last century: Some of the more
challenging areas where we need o relearn old skills
and learn new applications are discussed below.
These are:
* containment,
* transportation, and
* the fink between goar grazing and the scienee
of restoration.

Containment

Perhaps the greatest challenge we face in today's
environment is keeping goars where we want them.
Geats are notorious escape artists. They manage to
find every weak spot in a fence and also have been
observed splizting up into swo or three groups
thwart the cfforts of even the best herding dogs to
keep them together. Goats’ Instince to wander for
better browse can easily entice them to cover 20
miles a day. No longer can herds travel for miles in
the wide-open rangelands for menths an end with-
out encountering a fence, or orchard, or garden. Qur
neighbors are close these days, and they often have
fruft crees, lilac bushes, and other delicious plants
that require a different kind of management than
hungry goats offer.

Keeping goars where we want them, and more
imporantly away from where we don't want them,
requires a combination of talent and technology.
While some degree of skifl is required on the part of
the goatherd, much meore skill and talent is required
on the part of the herding dog. Tiaining and using
dogs for herding is not alost art, but it does require
looking 1o the past o relexra old skills. Finding and
training a good herding dog is both fun and chal-
lenging—the challenge s mostly to learn 1o get out
of the dog’s way when it's doing its job.

Fortable eleceric fencing is one of the modern,
miracle, breakthrough rechnoalogies thar we can now
apply to goatherding, While not foolproof, cleceric
fences do provide 2 good first line of defense,

“Yore can’ chase symprows,” explains Lani, “and thatt what
all bevbicide spraying programs are about. Yon have 1o
adddress the problem which, abmost everyuhere I wovk, is bare
ground. Yor've got to load that bare grownd up with organic
amatter and get it healthy enanghs to produce the desived plans
species. The warer cycle has to be finctioning.” ’
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Goarlered Laui Lamiming Maluberg bas 2,160 cashmrere goats—and a Masters degree in Weed Science. Lani comes fiom a

warking-cattle-ranch background, bus she owns no fand af ber own now. Jistead, she aid her herd sfgrate thronghos nine
Racky Morntain and Gyear Plains states—aboays an the Job. Latni serves as @ boavd member for Beyoud Pesticides (a wasional
coalition against the misnse of prsticides, and she is & gtest professor in Agrictdtare ar Centnal Wyoming College in Rivertan

(photos by Courtiey White).

"It probably never occurred to the herdecs at the turn of the century
that they should be taking data on what goats ate,

during what season they ate’it,"

sledha g Veni s

and what happened to the landscape after different levels of grazing.”

Transportation

At the mum of the last century, whea you wanted
to move 2 large group of animals from one location
to anather, you gathered them up, hopped on your
hotse, and started riding, You might have ridden for
wo ot three weeks to go 100 miles, but what was
the hurry? ‘Today, time is money, and the logistics of
herding 2,000 goats 100 miles are daunting,

The mansportation needs are different for maving,
100 goars 30 miles for 2 vwo-day grazing job on 20
acres, than for moving 1,000 goats 500 miles for a
one-month job on 1,000 acres. How can we satisfy
both types of transportation needs efficiently and
cost-effectively? The work of small, local herds (<500
goats) can be coordinated by a decenralized strue-
tuze. Large herds, on the other hand, call for a more
centralized management structure and facilicics, Both
types of herds are needed.

Goats and the Science of Restoration

It prabably never occurred 10 dhe herders ar the
wrn of the century that they should be taking data
on what goats ate, during what season they ate i,
and what happened o the landscape after differeat
levels of grazing, Managing goats for restoration
requires science and data, The New Mexico Legisla-
ture taok @ bold step in the 2003 session thar ended
in March by allocating $100,000 for a sciencific test
using goats o graze the invasive salt cedar along the
Ria Grande. This project will provide actual data on
the effectiveness of managed grazing for controlling
saft cedar.

Certainly, similar experiments need to be con-
ducred on other noxious weed species in other arcas.
The Taos Noxious Weed Committee is now in its
second year of testing alternative noxious weed-man-
agement approaches, goats being one of them, The

-

NM State Highway and Transporration Deparzment
has agreed to a second year of using goats to control
Russian knapweed and hoary cress along six miles of
right of way south of TFres Piedras on US 285,

The Challenges Ahead

In the interest of finding more natural ways to
control noxious weeds and restore health to damaged
land, Mew Mexicans are planning controlied tests
and forming focal goat herds. Qur capacity to puc
goats on the ground is improving along with our
knowledge of how to manage them when they do hir
the ground. T date, more than 10 New Mexican
goatherds are interested in using their animals for
vegetation management. Most of these, however,
have litle or no experience with using goats for veg-
exation management, Nationwide, few people are
actually in the business of using large numbers of
gouts for vegetation management. There are some
gaod reasons for this.

Ac Earthworks, just south of Santa Fe in Galisten,
we have learned that, although the goats do the real
work, managing goats is labor-intensive and requires
an infrastructure of its own to successfully move,
manage, nourish, kid, milk, shearing, and so on.
Doing cach of these welt i hard work but poteatially
rewarding for both people and the land.

To realize the full potential of goars as a manage-
menz tool, we must keep in mind two guides o
successful projects, most secently ardeufated by goar
friend and ally Tamara Sherburn: “Ie's not as casy as
it looks, and you better do your homework.”

For more information, contact Craig Conley at
Bionomics Southwest in Santz Fe (982-3966;
bionomicssw@zol.com).

—Cirig Couley
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The Evolution of Ecosystems, Humans—and Goats feminued fom page 24}

textbook example of environmental shift exacerbated
if not caused by overgrazing. The grazing monacul-
wre pushed plant populations toward the woody
species end of the spectrum, removing the grassy
sponge and reducing the caspet thar had carried fires
that had drivea the natural cycle of distusbance.
Without grassfites to burn back young shrubs and
trces, the system shifted 1o Favor sagebrush, stands
of P/] forests, and dense thickets of young trees.
This is the present condition of the West on
a huge scale.

So What?

The tradicional ranching cconomy that flousished
150 years ago has struggled to maintain 3 way of fife
as the grasslands have grown threadbare. It has
depleted its primary resource base and will now
either adapt or go the way of she buffalo. On a
national scale, our values have changed, and che
resulting tension over land usc blinds us to the col-
taboration and resourcefultiess necessary to address
she problems well. As we lose our ranchers, ous open
space is subdivided, and our environmental crisis
only decpens.

W face three primary problems:

= Qvergrazing, leading to the species shift from
grasses to woody planss, and 80 years of fire
suppression have fed 1o very unhcalthy
conditions in our forest systems.
The loss of the grassy sponges, severe erosion,
the encroachment of woody native plants into
traditional grasslands, and the intreduction and
spread of non-native species into the riparian
ateas have resulzed in the loss of water from
the landseape.

Economic degradation in rural arcas, brought
on by the depletion of the waditional resource
base, has led to the splitting up of the large
tracts of open spaces needed 1o sustain healthy
ccosystems—the foundation of human
cconommics as well as wild life.

The Solution

" By studying the changes we are witnessing, and
change as it is recorded in the historical and enviton-
mental recard, we are beginning to have a clearer
vision of how ecosystems worl and what it will take
10 begin to put thera back together. As we mave
from conscrvation to restoration, and rccogrize the
role humans can play in correcting our course here,
we would do well to use wols that we can afford—
because the challenge of ecosystem restoration on
the seale we have created is daunting, The extent ta
which restaration can pay for itself—can sustain

itself and jump-statt natural dynamics that will foster
recovery—is a measure of the extent to which we will
be able to proceed with our vision.

We sce addressing entire watersheds—or rather,
water cacchments—not picces of them, as the way to
return heaith o our landscapes. The invasive specics
must be removed and a maintenance program imple-
mented that protcets the health of soils—the basis of
healthy systems.

We have begun to beticve that sofls in this semi-
arid landscape will benefit if the plant populations
can be induced to shift from an eversbundance of
woody species back toward grasses, untif we achieve
the balance that cetzins enough moistuse and topsoil
1o suszain further growth, regeneration, succession,
and natural cycles of disturbance. We then need ro
adopt managgement programs that addiess a goal of
fostering healthy ecological systems, nos resource
extraction that is unsustainable precisely because it
is unresponsive to change.

We must go back to our 1oots and relearn those
tochniques used by the people who knew this dry
environment intimately and firs ran livestock on
thesc lands—multi-species herd grazing, low-stress
eanagesnent, and a connection to the system-—and
utilize the knowledpe gained from our own failed
experiment.

There must be no shame or blame; we gor 10
where we are through ignorance. The only thing
we could call stupidity would be not to Jearn
from our mistakes.

Why Goats?

Propetly managed, goats offer a solution to these
and other problems.

Goats cat woody species! They convert them inte
meat, milk, fiber, and fertilizer—onc of the few
manutes that can be put on a garden fresh. They disc
the soil with their hooves, providing pockets thas
trap sced and pool water, and they irrigate the soil
as they go. Propesly managed, goats deposit ferrilizer
where it is needed, move watet 1@ ateas in need,
and round off the oversteepened side and head curs
created by crosion, to allow the estabiishment
of vegetation.

According to the latest figures from the American
Sheep Industry, 2,000 goars working 7,500 acees/
year cantribute $105,000 of inputs to the soil.

Goats are living systems-~they're a toal that repro-
duces, and we ¢an scale their numbers 1o address
the magnitude of the problems we face.

For more information, comact fack Nocl, NM
Prescriptive Browsing Group, in Monticeilo, NM
{743-0242, lastnocl@hotmail.com).

—Jack Noel

Goat People and Places

Craig Conlcy
Bionemics Southwest + Santa Fe, NM
505/982-3966 * fax 505/955-8922

bionomicssw®aal.com

Earth Works Institute
Galisteo, NM « 505/982-9806
Sterling Grogan, Biologist
Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District
Albuquerque, N
505/247-0235 * grogan@maped.dst.nm.us

Sarah Harris, Coordinator
Caprine Restoration Services * Bend, OR
541/923-2204

Lani Lamming Malmberg
Ewedic Ecological Sexvices * Riveston, WY
970/219-0451 * ewedicbeme@aol.com
Jeff Larkin
Ag Praducts * Redmond, OR
541/923-3620 - BBBI403-4640

Jack Nael
NM Prescriptive Brawsing Group
Monticella, NM
505/743-0242 * lasunocl@hotmail.com
An Pieschel
Goats Unlimited » Rackerby, CA
530/679-1420
Marle Schuetz
Taos Weid Alsernative Management Commiuee
Taos, NM *+ 503/751-4314
Ray Pacheco
Taos, NM * 505/689-2566
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New Poll Shows That Americans Are Eager To Walk

ceording to a poll released by the Sucface
Transportation Policy Project (STPP),
cricans want to walk more places mose

often, and ate willing 1o invest in making it possible.
If given a choice benween walldng more and driving
more, 599 of adults choose walking, A majority
(689%} favors investing mote federal dollars toward
improving walkability.

According to the U.S. Department of Transparta-
tien, on average people in the mounrain stares region
are spending 65 minutesfday in a car, and 519 of all
of their trips under a half-mile are made in a vehicle,

Sixty-six percent (66%5) of the peaple polled said that

the best solution is to “improve public rransporta-
tion” or “develop communities where people do not
have to drive long distances to work or shop.” Only
259 of Americans advocate building new reads.
Policies that would make sereets moze friendly for
wallers find overwhelming support in the poll:
« 849% Favor design strects for slower waffic
speeds;
= 6B% favor using federal funds to make
walking safet from taffic; and
+ 749 favor funding safe routes to school.

“In New Mexico the accident rate for pedestrians
is also disproportionately high; we need to address
this by investing in safe, convenient facilities for
walking,” said DeAnza Valoncia, Dircctor of the
New Mexico STPP office. Currently, New Mexico
is spending Jess than 1% of its federal transposation
dollars on pedestrian and bicycle facilitics. In Albu-
querque, 22.4%% of all traffic deaths were pedestri-
ans—much higher than the national average of
11.8%.

{continned on page 19)




El Paso Living With the Effects of 112 Years of Lead Poisoning

| Paso, Texas is on the United States—Mexico
E border, separated from Ciudad Juarez by the

Rio Grande. This metropolitan area is home
0 1.9 million people. It is also home to several
extractive industries that settled here to rake advan-
tage of the ared’s natural resources and plentifu! labor
supply 1o work the smelters and quarries.

A medical epidemiclogist from the Center for Dis-
case Control was commissioned by health authorirties
10 do a survey of the arca. He found that “a very high
proportion of all age groups living near the smelcer
had blood lead levels equal to or greater than 40 mi-
crograms per 100 ml.”

"For the 112 years it uperaa‘ed
ASARCO emitted hundreds of tons of lead, arsenic, and cadmium
into the sky and onto the homes of El Pase and Juarez residents.”

One example of such an industry is the American
Smelting and Refinery Conspany of El Paso
(ASARCO), which zefines lead and copper. It is situ-
ated on the banks of the Rio Grande, across the river
from a heavily populated and economically distressed
ncighborhood in Juarez and five minutes from
downtown E] Paso. It opened in 1887 and stopped
operating in 1999, when the price of copper plum-
meted.

For the 112 years it operated, ASARCO emitted
hundreds of tons of lead, arsenic, and cadminm into
the sky and onto the homes of El Paso and Juarez
residents. In a letrer dated February 1972, the direc-
tor of the El Paso City-County Health Department
warns the administrator of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency thar, in 1970 alone, ASARCO
cmitted more than 611 tons of lead, Soon thereafter,
preliminaty tesss of smelter area children, ranging
from 2-G years of age, showed high levels of lead in
their bload; enough to warrant immediare medical
attention.

In a Polluied World, Personal Choices Make

few months ago, a presenter on the Bioncers
A:’adiu program talked about health as a global

issue. She znd her husband live in Bolinas,
California, z beautiful, somewhar secteded commu-
nity on the coast nerth of San Francisco. They
breathe whac she described as some of the cleanest air
on the planct and car certified organic foed. Yer,
rests of their faz cells revealed levels of toxins equal
to those of people who live in some of the country’s
most polluted industrial arcas. We're fooling out-
selves, she said, if we think thac healeh s strictly a
lecal conceen. It is a global one.

So what difference does caring healthy and taking

goad carc of cursclves really make when we fiveina
pelluted world?

Accurding to Dr. Erica Elliott, a physician, board-
certified in Family Practice and Environmental
Medicine, practicing in Sanea Fe, eating healthily
and taking good care of ourselves does indeed make
a difference on several levels. First, as interest in cer-
tified organic foad grows, more farmers will produce
ir, there will be less pesticide use, and fewer chronic
health problems related to pesticides. Farm workers'
exposure to pesticides will decrease, resulring in
fewer bicth defects, less sterility, less cancer, and
lowes medical costs.

Yes, our bodics do have the capacity to eliminate
certain toxing znd o keep some toxins in storage.
When ovetloaded, however, our detoxification sys-
tems malfuncrion—allergies, chronic fatigue,
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Forty micrograms per 100 ml was consideted
excessive in 1973; taday char figure is 1en micro-
grams per 100 ml. A followup study found that
children with this type of lead poisoning showed
significant learning and ncurological disorders.

Qur problems today stem from the unresolved
issues then. For instance:

* we have unresalved legal challenges,

* these respensible for protecting public health
have not been accountable, and consequently,

» health and sociad welfare problenss remain.

The conclusions of a metal survey prepared in
2002 by the Texas Department of Health say that
“exposure to lead and arsenic ac some of these arcas
could pose an unacceprzble public health hazard ro
children,” and l:as categorized the El Paso site asa
“public health hazard.” To date, the U.S. Environ-
mental Prazection Agency (EPA) has been using
Superfund moncy to remove soil from a few of
the most affected residences.

hermone abnormalitics, and other chronic health
problems result. [ndividuals succumb a different
levels; men, for instance, seem to have 2 higher
tolerance than women and childeen.

Far biopsics have decumented thar it is possible to
help our bodies unload this toxic burden. One way is
through chelation of heavy merals. Arother way is
through ar intensive dry-sauna pregram. Since we
have the ability to decrease our toxic fead, we have
ats incentive not to increase it by consuming
unhealthy foed and neglecting our bodies.

Second, although we have litde control over otr
exposure 1o pollutants, we do have contrel over what
we cansume. This is an exercise of our free will
and power.

* The more whole, unrefined, 2nd unprocessed
our diet, the bereer.

+ Most of us do best when each meal includes
some pratein (animal or plant).

* We feel much better if we find the ratio of fat,
protein, and carbohydrates that suits our
metabolic type.

*+ Vegetables (morte than a lettuce salad) and
beneficial oils everyday promote well-being.

* Fruit juice, breads, pastas, crackers, and desserts
convert quickly to sugar and drag us down,

We can also obsesve whar pollutants we might be
breathing in our homes and workplaces from prod-
uces containing petrochemicals (e.g., cleaning prod-
ucts; personal care products; new carper; plywood,
particle board, and press board; inscericides). Mold is

This photograph of the American Smelting and Refinery
Company of El Paso (ASARCO) smokestack was raken from
a plagground, The University of Teas at El Paso is in the
background. Far 112 years beginning in 1887, the America
Smelting and Refinery Company of Fl Puso {ASARCO}
refinied lead and copper on the United States-Mexico border,
It a fetter dased Febrivary 1972, the divector of the EI Paso
City-County Health Department warned the U.S, Environ-
mental Protection Agency that, in 1970 alone, ASARCO
coreitted more than 611 tonr af lead. Soon thereafier, prefion
nary teits of children in she area, ranging from 2-6 years of
age, showed high levels of lead in their Blood: enongh to
roarrant hnnediate medical astention (phato by Margarer A

Faphe).

Meanwhile, a few individuals with vested interest
label public fear an excessive reaction; this, combine
with ASARCO-commissioned studies and large
public relations resources, stiffies public outrage.
ASARCQ continues w0 deny responsibilicy in EL
Paso, even as it has been settling litigation in other

frontinned on page I

a World of Difference

also a prevalent toxin in homes and workplaces.
Most products containing petrochemicals can now
be replaced by non-toxic alternatives (sce Prescrip-
tians for a Healthy Howe: A Comprehensive Guide for
Butilders, Architects, and Homeowners, by Paula Bake
Erica Elliotx, and John Banta).

Regular exercise that engages the whole body {e.g.
yoga, U'ai chi, dancing, swimming) enhances our im
mune systems. Exercise foster the flow and drainasge
of our lymph system. Sweating during excreise
releases toxins. A sepular sauna program also helps
to detoxify.

We can raisc awareness in cur neighborhoods
about activitics that might endanger people, such as
pesticide use. Getting involved politically around
cominon environmental concerns is an inditect way
1o protect oursclves and others and o build healthy
communities,

We can also look for opportunities 1o release emo-
tional toxins such as resentment, znger, and hatred.
Forgiveness promotes health.

By taking responsibility for the things we can con-
trol—by excrcising the power inherent in making
geod personal choices—we can protect oursclves an
many others fram the debilitating cffects of polut-
ants on our health, both personally and collectively.

—Elise MeLanght

LBlise McLaughlin does perniacultrere site assessmnents
and mster plans in Santa Fe (efisemcl@aol.com).
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The Greater Good
versus
The Greater Confributions

~Jantie Newiin
Mayor Caballero was voted in with high hopes of cleaning up El
Paso, of cleaning up money influence i local politics, of cleaning up
our environment. In the last two years he has indeed begun to address
some very large problems.

But, as two years gone by in (he blink ofan eye go to show, it’s hard
forone man to elean up centuty of business-as-usual in such a short
lime.

During Caballero’s first ierm we saw a mayor say no, almost for the
first time, to business-as-usial, We saw the beginnings of water
conservation, the beginnings of spraw! awareness, and moves to atigin
clean air for our city,

Yet there remains so much to be done., To continue to clean up El
Paso we need to keep Ray Caballero in office. But we can’t stop
there, as we did last lime around.

[t was a good start, to send Caballeto to the mayor’s office. But
once elected, Cabaliero was maostly left 1o lfend for himself. It wasa
good stast, but Caballero versus the entire old guard of El Paso reniains
ant unequal contest. And the old guard, the defenders of sprawl,
unsustainable water use, [ax pollution enforcement, and big mioncy
influence in politics, were bownd to hit back.

And so they have. Money is pouring into the camp of Cabaliera’s
adversaries, and City Council appears {o be 100 percent in the hands
of £ Paso’s big money.. Witness the recent unanimeus City Council
tejection of a UTEP student group’s request for a public hearing on
the subject ofa permit renewal that could affect air quality at UTEP.

. And the EI FPaso Times lias shown ouce and for all that it is a tool of

=

bhéiness-nsiusuﬁl'by cni!m‘s'in'g'lbé Wardy, industry’s latest champion

for avoiding meaningfiil change in El Paso,

3o, El Pasoans, if you want o keep the fires of hope alive for lasting
reforn in our city, vote again [or Ray Caballero. If you want to
reserve for our city another two-year window of opportunity to expand
the cleanup of El Pago's political and physical enviropiment, vote for
Ray Cabaltero,

And let us resolve 1o’ back him up ntext lime, We need to start
planning now to take back City Council. And1o do something about
being 2 one hewspaper town. And to make our city government work
for the greater good instead of for the grealer contributions,

All this begins with re-elecling Mayor Caballero. Wilhout Ray in
the mayor’s office, our already uphill battle witt be more like chmbing
a clifF-fece. Take the time to vote for Ray Caballero.

Selected Outings

Riay 10-11: Whitewater Croek Backpack

Place: Gita Wildemess £ of Glenwood, NM

Class; Moderate

Eength: 10 miles {otal

Efevalion gain; 1000 fest

Leader: Harry Newman 588-7192 {H} Swiraveller@agl.com

Afiter a Friday night carcamp, we witl set upa shutile using the DeLoche Cunyon
trailhead. The backpack will Legin at the Deloche Canyon Traithend. After
ascending DeLoche Canyon, we will hike downstream on Whitewater Creck
unlif we reach our campsite, sampling reninants of the ¢1d mining industry and
canyon vegetation afong the way. Sunday we will ¢limb out the Gold-Dust Trail
aad complete our shuttle. Padicipunts should be prepared with 3-seasan
backpacking gear,

May 12-16: Black Range Ridge Traverse

Placa: Aldo Leopold Wilderness, MM

Class: Very strenugus

Lengih: 50 miles

Elevation gain; 4000 feat

Leader: Lavrence Gibson 594-7342 (H) lgibsen@utep.edu

Allerseiting up our shuttle on Sunday we'lt hit the trail easly Monday morning.
The concept here is to fallow the Continental Divide Trail North to South from
Lookout Mountain, over Reeds Peak and MeKnight Mountain, lo Hillsboro Peak
wilh {raillieads at Morument Park and Emory Pass, This is sume of the wildest
country it New Mexico. Hopefully the recent snows wiil bave recharged the
springs so we can stay high on the ridge, retuming to the vehicles Friday
aflemaon after five 10-mile duys.

May 17: Rabbit Ears Plateau Bayhlhe

Placa: Organ Mountains E of Las Cruces, NM

Class: Strenuous

Length; 8 miles roundlrip

Elevation gainfloss; 3100 feat

Leader: Mike Episcopo 584-9322 mlepisco@episd.org

The Rabbit Ears are a distinctive set of granite towers south of Baylor Pass,
From the Baylor Canyon Road traithead we will hike up to the Minchouse
Springs Ruins, {len ¢limb cast up the drainage of Rabbit Ears Canyon. With an

.. escarpment of 3000 vertical fect, the panoramic view from the Rabbit Ears

Plateaw i spectacular. This hike is mosily off-teail, involvirg some rock
scramiding.

Way 23-26: Canyon CGreak-Claar Creok-Flylng V Canyon

M Taf Week 1 Backpack
Piace; Gita Wilderness, NM

Class: Moderate

Length: 18 miles

Elevalion gain: 800-1000 feet
Leader: Rallin Wickenden 855-6697(H) twickgita@aol,com

We will depart B Paso Friday eveaing and drive 1o a carcamp spot in the Gila
National Forest. This 3-day backpack trip into (he Northern Gila begins wilh a
descent of beauliful Canyon Creek to the Middle Fork of the Gila River and
continues downstream te our first night's camp near Clear Creek, Sunday we will
make abig loop into the heart of the Gila Wikderness and return to the Middle
Fork rear Flying V Canyon. Brave souls can enjoy some fine swimming holes
nearby. Monday moming we will hike back (o our vehicles near the historic Hulse
Ratreh on Canyon Creek,

f

Jim Gibson: * 593-0506
Jgibson932@aol.com
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NEWS FROM THE CHAIR

Don Dearliolt

s I write this, Earth Month is almest over. Qur elforts on

Earth Day, and the attempts at persuasion at the Town Hall
meetings held by Steve Pearce the week before, are now history.
The Town Hall meeting in Las Cruces (it was on Menday, April
14, at the Munson Senior Center) was at-tended by about 80 citi-
zens, and it seemed clear to me from the applause at appropriate
times, that there wete at feast 30 or so with a nontrivial interest in
the environment. One attendee counted 11 people who favored
preserving Otero Mesa rather than drilling on it, and there were
others who spoke about other environmental issues. The rally on
Earth Day, in front of Steve Pearce's office, had at least 52 activ-
ists present, with most holding signs or flags. Press coverage in-
cluded KRWG (public TV here), the Las Cruces Sun News paper,
and KFOX TV (El Paso and Las Cruces) that I know of. The full
page ad appeared as intended in the Sun News on Earth Day, and
must surely have golten noticed by Pearce’s staff, and more im-
portantly, by those who may be undecided on issues like Gtero
Mesa. Thanks to all who worked on the various aspects of these
activities--1 believe they will come to fruifion within the not-too-
distant future.

Michael Haley and David Farrel holding the Protect eue Wilderness
sing in front of Steve Pearod’s offices

Meanwhilc, Icl's call Pearce's office from time to time, ex
pressing our concerns about the various aspects of devel-
apment, and also ask him what he is doing (o help turm New Mexico
toward the future using our wonderful natural resources of wind
and sun as alternalives {o petrolewm resources, the development
of which results in significant destruction of some of our best
natural resources--reasons people like New Mexico, Here are
phone nembers and street addresses for Congressman Pearce's
two permanent offices (I'm told there are also some “"floating™
offices): .

fas Cruces 505-522-2219 400 North Telshor
Roswell 505-622-0055 1717 West Second St.

Have you ever wondered if there is an association between the
oil and gas development in eastern New Mexico and the
current economic stagnation there? If anyone knows of an eco-
nomic study that has been done to explore this possibility, please
let me know--I'd love 1o have a copy, and spread it around as it
should be. T have a paper that shows that, in many places, the
natural environment is worth more than development. It's hard to
imagine tourists wanting to tour the oil and gas fields of eastern
New Mexico--to camp there, to watch for birds there, to huat or
fish there, or many other activities of that sort. Please do make a
real effort to call Pearce's office in the weeks ahead, and leave
your concerns with his staff if he's not available. Thanks!!!

If you're inlerested in becoming more active in the Sterra Club,
we'll welcome your participation--please give me a call at 522-
3035.

'UP-COMING PLANNING MEETINGS AN|

PROGRAMS:

Wednesday, May 7--PLANNING MEETING: ExCon
interested members and guests of the SNM Group,
p.m. at the new Southwest Environmental Center (SV
location at 275 North Downtown Mall (1/2 block sou
Coa's My Bookstore), just south of Las Cruces Avent
the mall. Please enter the west door, just south of |
Hamburgers. We have a long and important agend
cluding discussion of suggestions from National on ot
laws. We'll also discuss whether to continue planning r
ings for the summer, or not--sometimes we've takenat
then, although it's common to stay in touch about is:
and to try to be effective via email and letters and calls
on behalf of the environmental issues we're dealing w

COMING EVENTS: OUTINGS

June 7 - Saturday - Sawyers Peak in the Black Ra,
Part trail and part off-trail, rated moderate. About 1,
elevation gain. Call Ben Zerbey at 526-7811.

July 12- Saturday - Discovery hike fo Menument 5|
in the Sacramentos. Long drive but easy hike. Call B
526-7811.

And if you'd like to lead an outing, please call Ben at 526-78

Group Directory S
xecutive Commxtten

jCheryIE chw
TressurerlSecretar
‘5244861

j'demlmlt@ cs -spotb!evOearthlm

] Margo Wllson
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A!I mectings ate held in the upstairs rooms in
Mesa Public Library at 7:00pm and are open

to the public, General Membership meetings are on

the firs Wednesday, and 2 combine Bxeom Board

and Conservation Commirtree mecting is on

the second Wednesday of cach month.

Orery MEETING

Water Issues
IN Los ALamos Couny
WEDNESDAY, May T - 7:00pm

Mesa PusLic Lispany
UPsTAIRS MEETING ROOMs

Tim Glasco
Las Alamos Couny
Depury Utilities Manager

Open MzeTiNG

GRASSLAND MANACEMENT AND
THE VALLES CALDERA
Navional Presenrye

WEDNESDAY, June 4 - 7:000m

MEsa Puslic Lisrany
UrsTalRs MEETING Rooms

Courtney Whire

Executive Director
of The Quivira Coalition

Sunday, May 18 « Toosas Mountain Bike Trip—
A moderately strenuous, 12-mile, mountain-bike
trip through a livtle known bur ccalogically
diverse area. Toosas is located norch of Tres
Picdras and south of San Artonio Mounsain.
Please contace trip leaders ro coordinate cars and
bikes. Mect ar the “y" at 8:00 aM. Abe and Carole
Jacobson (672-9579),

Thursday, May 29 » Spring Highway Clean-Up—-
We will meet at Ponderosa Campground ar 4:30
It and czrpool up to the Valles. Bring work
gloves; we have a large supply of bags. This is
2 good time to work and watch tlie elk.

Saturday, June 14¢ch « Frijoles Canyon Hike and
Bike Trip—Meet at the Ponderosa Campground
4t 8:30 ant and carpoel to the Bandelicr Visitor
Center. Hike archeologically rich Frijoles Canyon
and return to the campground via Upper Cross-
ing. Those interested can bieycle back to their cars
at the visitor cenrer, Easy o maderate hiking,
approximately 7 miles. Rainer and #lse Bleck
(662-2368).

Please check the Northern Growp pages
Jor additional ontings in the area.
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ow do we respond when our pacty leader-
H ship abandans some of our core Republi

can principles: our traditions of conserva-
tion and environmental stewardship?

Tl eelt you how rank-and-file Republicans around
the country respanded when, in 1995, our party
leadership became a hotbed of anti-envirenraental
radicalisin. They founded REP America, the
national grasscaots organization of Repubiicans for
Envirenmental Protection,

These Republicans realized chat the GOP has 2
proud heritage of conservation that dates back 1o
the greatest Republican of therm all—Abraham
Lincoln, who protected Yosemite Valley in 1864,

Although conservation has long becn a bipartisan
cause, it has ofien been Republicans who have taken
a Jeadership rolc in preserving and protecting our
environment. President Ulysses 8. Grane signed the
law establishing Yellowscone National Park, Presi-
dent Benjamin Harcison signed tie Foresr Reserve
Accin 1891,

Theodore Roosevele was our Breatest conservation
President. One hundsed years ago, he protected
Pelican #sland, the very first National Wildlife Ref-
uge, Here in New Mexico, TR set aside the Gila,
Lincoln, and Carson Natjonal Forests, among the
130 million acres of national forests he protected,
Grand Canyon was one of 18 National Monuments
he established. Wha is less wel? known, bur equally
important, is that TR, was zble 1o pretect many na-
tional treasures hecause the Republican Congress of
1906 adopred the Antiquitics Act, which gives

Carole J.a.cqb.st':_n, Chair-. .. :
mrolc.jncob_;p_n_@worldqcr.att.nct672-9579
Use Blecls, ¥ieé Chair ot Chapter Representative

ibleck@yahoo.com G62-2368
Klm Mmlcy, Sgckrr{gﬂ'r;’m:zwr_ P )
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_ ..p'c_'rglc_r@?a_t__rzpe:c 661-6169
-Z'Ahé_.Ja.c'n'bsuu;’ﬁmﬁfﬁg[_i;g{};gf!bﬁr:fm[ S
“abeia "'bs.:oﬁ@at:t;hct G 6729579
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tubin@{o_sal_amos.cum' e

ader:

- 662-2057
Hise and Rainer Bleck, Outing Co-Chairs

ibleck@yahoo.com 662-2368
Janet Gerwin, Wirer

gerwin@losalamos.com 662-9568
Jody Ben'son, PublicitySprawt

benson@!, anl.gov 662-4782
Matt Heavaer, Webneissor

mat@talus-and-heavner.com 827-9763

What s a Good Republican To Do?

Presidents the authority 1o creare National Monu-
ments,

The Republican conscrvation tradition conrinued
with President Calvin Coolidge’s protection of Gla-
cier Bay in 1924, the largest National Monumene in
the nation until the lae 19705,

President Herbert Hoover established nine
National Monuments, including White Sands in
New Mexico.

President Dwighe D. Eiseohower protected whar
is now the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in 1960.

Richard Nixon was one of Amcrica’s greatest
eavironmental presidents, He said, “The 19705
must be the years when America pays its debs to the
past by reclaiming the purity of its air, jts wasers,
and our living environment. I is liserally now or
never” He wenie on to oversce the burst of legisla-
tion that gave Amcrica the Natfonal Environmental
Paticy Act, the Clean Air Ac, the Erdangered
Species Act, and other measues to protece the air
we breathe, the water we drink, and the naryral
heritage we will pass on 1o future Amecricans.

It wasn't only Republican presidents who were
conservation leaders, Republicans az the national,
staie; and local level have made many contributions,
Barry Goldwarer, the “Father of Modern Canserva.
tism,” was an ardent conservacienist throughout his
life, as were Congressman Juhn Szylor, Senator John
Chafee, and several governors, incheding New
Mexico's Pravid Cargo, Oregon’s Tom McCall, and
Michigan’s Wiliam Miliken.

Many contempozary Republican figures realize
the importance of being good stewards of the envi-
ronmental Jegacy that we are, after all, bortowing
from our childsen and grandchildrer. Thanies to
teaders such as Senators Olympia Snowe, Susan
Collins, Lincoln Chafee, Peter Fitzgerald, and John
McCain, a5 well a5 Congressmen such as Sherwood
Bochlert, Christopher Shays, fim Greenwood, and
Nancy Johoson, Republicans are working within
the party to turu our encrgies back 1o protecting
and conserving our natural world,

Other Republican leaders, however, have turned
their backs on conservation and environmental pro-
tection. Congzessional leaders and the current Bush
administration support policies that are likely to re-
sult in lasting harm to Americas nacural herirage.
Their policies ate nac consistens with the party’s
conservation tradition,

Now we came to the role of REI* America, We
believe in restoring our party te its traditional
Place of leadership ir. ‘onservation 2nd environ-
mental protection, and we believe in accomplishing
this from inside the party. Pacaphrasing the words of
Governor Cargo, 2 REP America nember, “We
refuse to let current Republican leadership define
our past.” We belipve:

* socicty is obligared 1 protect the
tnrerests of future generations;

* private property and the free market are
fundamentat social institutions,

* tesponsibilicy is a corollary of freedom, and

* respeet for nature is a virwe,

We believe:

* government, acting as the representative of
the people, should set strong, enforceable
standards for protecting the envitonment; and

* the private sector should be given proper
iacentives to help make ic happen,

(continnied on page 23)
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Mayor Martin Chavez is again taking steps to extend the Pasco del Nerte road
through the Petroglyph Natienal Monument,

On very shost natice, he requested City Council apprava! for lwo engincering
companies ta do the design of the Pasco del Norte extension rond through the
Monument,

Waorking as fast as we could, we sent out email alerts to fellow Club members
ta rally opposition, Unfortunately, our efforts weren’t ¢nough and the measure
passed on April 21st. Councilors Brad Winter (District 4}, Michael Cadigan
(District 5), S=lly Mayer (District 7), Greg Payne (District §), and Tina
Cummins {District 9) all voted for this resolution. We urge you to coatact
them: by email and phone and express yaur diszppraval {see phone numbers
and email addresses below).

Councilors Miguel Gomez (Distsict 1) and Hess Ynetma {District 6} voted
right. Contact them and thank them. Councilors Vince Griego and Eric Gricgo
were absent,

The City will now presumably go ahead and spend $580,000 fer this design
work. When the City is laying off workers and reducing services to our fellow
citizens, one has to guestion where the Mayor’s priorities are.

Laooking ahead te the Fall, we understand there will be Bond Questions an the
ballat that will include amounts for the construction of this rond. Look for
smore snformation on these pages in the July and September issues.

As you ali know, the Sierra Club has Jong opposed the extension of Paseo del
Notte through the Monument, You have heard the arguments before, and they
it add up to “TT°S WRONG

1. This is an incredibly cxpensive project and will cost the City lots of money
that we ase told we don’t have. Because there are significant legal problems
with the project (see #5 below), any money spent before they are soived
could very likely be wasted, .

2. This money should be spent on other valuable projects that are sorely
needed within the City; projects such as mut}l}-__ncgdcd inltastructure improve-
ment and afler-schoel programs. HV R VTSN AN

Renewed Threat to Petroglyph National Monument !!

3. The City should not be spending our mency on projects wihtich desecrate
places our fellow eftizens consider sacred.

4. The Petroglyph National Monument is a nationaf tréasure with the largest
concentration of petroglyphs in the naticn and draws theusands of toutisis
world-wide,

5. There are serious legat impediments to the construction of Paseo del Norte.
For example, the read expansion must comply with the State Historic
Preservation Act, which requires all aliernatives to preserve and protect the
site he considered, There arc many alicmatives that have not been thor-
oughly explored]

‘What you can do:

1. Continue to monitor the events by reading the newspaper or listening to the
news. 1f you hear that an important vote is coming up, call the Mayor and
your City Councitor at 768-3100 and telf him your views. Iasist that he or
she oppose any resolution that threatens the Monument.

2. Chieck for updates on our website hitps//riogrande sierraclub.org
We will du our best to post imporiant information in a simely manner.

3. Email the Mayor and yoor City Councilor and let them know you oppose
any read that threatens the Monument. Ask for a reply to your email.
Their email addresses are;

Mayor Chavez: mayor@caba.gov

* Miguel Gemez, District 1: mpomez@eaba.gav
Vince Griego, District 2: vgricgo@esbg.gov
Eric Griego, District 3: cgriego@cabq.gov
Brad Winter, District 4: bwinter@cabg.gov
Michael Cadigan, District 5: meadigan@eaby.gov
Hess Ynetma, District 6: hyntema@cabq.gov
Sally Mayer, District 7: smayer@cabg.gov
Greg Payne, District 8: gpayne@cabg.gav
Tina Cununing, District 9: tcummins@caba.gov
AlLCity Cémi_cil members: citycouncii@cabg.gov

. . Ao

General Public Meetings" -

Monday, May 1%th at 7:30I'M

Denise Forte, a UNM Law School Professor, will talk about legal issues
involving water in New Mexico,

Monday, June 16th at 7:30PM

Michael Robinsen from the Center for Biodiversity will offer a presentation ais
wolf remtroduction and ranching in New Mexico.

All meetings will be at the First Unitarian Church on the corner of Carlisle
and Comanche, in the Social Hall. All are FREE and open to everyone,
Coffee, drinks, and snacks are provided.

Qutings
Sunday, May 18th - Red Canyon-Spruce Spring Loop Hike
Manzano Mountain Wildemess. Moderate hike to the Manzano Crest.
7.5 miles round-trip, 2000 M. clevation change. Superb views.
Contact: David Ther, 260-1353.

Saturday June 7 - Pine Shadow Spring to Manzano Peak Summit
10 miles round-irip, 2500 fL. elevation. This i the highest point in the
Manzaros, with panoratnic views in all directions.

Contact: David Ther, 260-1553.

Albuquerque Earth Day 2003 a Success

Earth Day 2003 celebration was held on Aprit 13, 2003, Once again, La
Montanita Coop sponsored Earth Day behind their market on Silver between
Carlisle and Amherst. Earth Day was hield a week early this year because the
Sunday before Earth Day is Easter.

The event was well attended by locst organic farmers, conservasion grougps,
lacal merchants, and civic organizations. Selar panels, solar ovens, and
hydrogen fuel systems were demonstrated. Groups were present representing
beiter bike routes, local farmers, noise abzicment, antj-nuclear issues, anti-war
issues, wildemess creation, water and land censervation, xeriscape, and wildlife
protection. Several bands played and a good time was had by all. Interest inthe
Sierra club was steady ali day.

Earth Day is a reminder that the easiest and most cffective way 1o help the
environment is to be active at e local level,
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PO Box 25342
Albuguerque, New Mexico, 87125.5342

Executive Committee (arca code 505)

Alma Rosa Silva Banucios almarosaé@yahoo.com

Blair Brown 2597190 bblairb2@acl.com

Marilyan Cooper 842-1183

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yahoo.com
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Sherry Wolf 254-2190 wolfEtibra.unm.cdu

The Executive Committee nermally meets on the 2nd Monday of each
month at 7 PM. We meet at various locations, so please canact one of
us for the mecting location, or if you have issues you would like to
diseuss. The meetings are free and open to all members.

Project Leaders (area code 505)
Clzapter Representative

Marityrm Cooper 842-0185
Conservation Chair

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yahoo.com
Membership/Publicity

Michal Mudd 884-3315 micmud@aot.com
Newsletier

Blair Brown 259-7190 bbtaitb2@aol.com
Outings

David Ther 260-1553 grelbik@worldnet.att.net
Paolitical

Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@acl.com
Frograms

Richard Johoson 277-4144 rshechan@unm.edu

Sherry Wolf 254-2190 wolf@libra.unm.edu
River Issues

Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@aol.com
Water Issues

Mark Doppke 168-1160 marckdoppke@yahoc.com
Wildlifc

Sherry Wolf 254-2190 wolf@libra,unm,.edu

The Ceniral New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club
depends on the efforts of volunieers.
To join us, give any of us a call.
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Sandia Preservation Alliance Wins Victory Protecting Sacred Lands
By Mark Dappke

The Sandia Preservation Alliange and the U8, Congress have ended a long
standing land dispute over 9,890 acres en the west face of the Sandia Moun-
tains, The arca extends from the first ridge to the crest and ineludes the La Luz
trail. The agreement and an act of Congress irreversibly designate this pant of
the Cibela Natienal forest as a Wilderness Area administercd by the Forest
Service.

The Sandia Freservation Alliance includes the Pugblo of Sandia, the Sicrra
Cluls, the Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now
{ACORN}, New Mexico Conferences of Churches, South West Organizing
Praject {(SWOP), Independent Movement Political Action Committee
(IMPAC), New Mexico Wildemess Alliance, the SAGE Ceuncil, Americans for
Indian Opperiunity, Jewish Community Center (JCC), Forest Guardians,
Albuquerque Hispanic Bar Association, and the Anti-defamation Leaguc, In the
end, the agreement was also supported by the Sandia Heights Homcowner's
Association ard the US. Congress. The Sierra Club has always been very
cautious about taking positions on fand claims, but supported this settlement
due to its dislinctive nature, gencrosity, and the environmental protections
afforded the arca.

Tlie arca has always been sacred to the tribe. In 1748 the Spanish issued the
Pueblo of Sandia a land grant. The eriginal language defining the castern
border was ...y por ¢l Orienle la Zierra Madre flaninanda de Sandia.." The
Spanish Land Grant was resurveyced and acknowledged a5 legal by the U.5.
Congress in 1858 which realfirmed that the Pucblo’s easiern border was “the
main ridge called Sandia”, The U.S. survey inexplicable indicated that the
castcmn border of the Pueblo was the first ridge {Sicrra). The surveyer
Clements has a history of conducting erroncous surveys on other New Mexico
reservations. The twao adjacent and grants te the south Elena Galiegos and
isleta contain virtually the same language and both were construed as exiend-
ing to the crest of the mountain. The area has been part of the Cibola National
Forest administered by the National Forest Service since the early 1500,

In the 1980°s the Pucblo of Sandia began legal proceeding to fix the 1858
survey and has won one court battle that stated that the castern boundary is the

Sacred.Lands Campaign Offers
An Opportunity to Work with
Diverse Partners

By Martin Heinrich

1 was pleased to see that the Central New Mexico Group chose to focus on
Sacred Lands conscrvation in 2003, Some of the most successful New Mexico
conservation initiatives in recent years have been the result of building braad
non-traditional coalitions to work on unique clallenges. We certainly saw this
with the Sandia Mountain clazm [see related story). When that claim was
recently ceselved in Congress, the agreement met many of the cisltural needs of
our friends at the Pucblo of Saudia, and it added an addilional ayer of protec-
tion to the Sandia Meuntain Wilderness. [ am heartened to sec the Central New
Mexico Group of the Sierra Ciub seeking 10 expand its roll in working with
traditional cammunitics and other pariners to protect unigue areas in our state.

One of the most cxciting places where the Sacred Lands Campaign dovetails
beautifully with traditional land conservation cfforts, is in the vicinity of the
Qjito Wilderness Study Arca and the Pucblo of Zia, northwest of Albuquerque.
This region contains not only Ofito with its numerous sacred and cuiturally
significant sites, but also some surrounding buffer lands that alse contain
cuftural sites very importaot to the people of Zia, A broad cealition of partners
including the Sierra Ciub and the Pucblo is quickly moving forward with a
campaiga to prolect Ojito as Wilderness, We hope to see legisTation introduced
in the 1081h Congress, which wili designate permanent Wilderness status to the
core Qjite Wildemess and transfer some of the surrounding bufTer of lands to
Zia Pueblo to be managed as de faclo Wildemess.

Please take action now and help pass the first significant Wildenisess legisiation

for Mew Mexico in 16 years!

Write letters te Senators Bingaman and Domenici asking them to introduce

legislation thas will...

« Grant Wilderness designation to Ojito

- Traas(er the swrounding buffer of lands to Zin Pueblo, te be managed in
perpeluity as de fneto Wilderness with permanent public aceess,

Senator Pete Domenici

U. S. Senate

Washington, D.C, 20530

Senator Jeff Bingaman
4. 8. Senate
Washingtan, D.C. 26510

“We do not iow pay for habitat loss, for the disappearance of species, for
taking paradise and putting in & parking lot. Buf, we will..”
Steve Lawrence in the Alibi, 9/12/02 issue

Maviliee 20032

crest. The Pueblo of Sandia could probably have pushed to have a new survey
consistent with the DC District Court opinion recognizing the crest as the
eastern boundary. This woeuld probably result in an administrative appeal and
another court date in the US District Court and continued litigation for years to
come. 1T the Pucblo of Sandia centinued te prevail in court the area could
become past of the Pueble of Sandia, instead 1he Pueblo opted fo create an
agreenent that would setlle the dispule by designating the area a Wilderness
with additional proleclions,

The Sandia Preservation Afliance agreement called for the creation of the T'uf
Shur Bich (green reed mountain} Preservation Trust Arca. The Pueblo of
Sandia gives up all claims ta the area and preserves all existing property rights
including private property, perenanent utifity access, Sandia Peak Tram
operations, and right away for roads. 1 guaranteed public aceess consisient
wilh current nceess including recreation, hiking, hand gliding, hunting and
trapping. The area would retain ils irreversible designation as Wildemess Arca
Plus administered by US Forest Service with addilional prolections against
development, logging and mining. The Pueblo of Sandia would receive aceess
1o the land {or religious and culturat purposes and weuld be consulted in all
new uses and changes in corrent land uses, A systerm 1o arbitrate fulure
dispules was also provided.

[n the end the agreement included some miner changes, mostly land swaps.
The final agreement was primarily intact and inclided many win-win situa-
tions for abl panies involved in the dispute, The agreement protects locak
sacred lands and at the same time forever protecis part of Albuquerque's water
shed and epen space from sprawl and development.

‘The Sierra Ciub is very happy with the outcome and is honored to be part of
the Sandia Preservation Ailiance. We would like to thank everyone involved
inciuding the Pueblo of Sandia, the Sandia Preservation Alliance, members of
our local and nationat povernment, and cveryone else who support this action.

Will Albuquerque Be Like This?
In the last isste we reported that Albuquerque is studying a new Bus Rapid

Transit Prafect, The foliowing article ffom the Arizona Republic describes a
similar new Bus Rapid Transit Project in Phoenix,

Phoenix Transit Going RAPID Express.

Silver, cantilevered bus stops that might shelter the likes of Georpe Jetson ase
exploding throughout Phoenix. They are the signs of benefits to come: o new
express service called RAPID, which will start July 14, The service, patterned
afler rail travel, incudes iarger, slecker, more comfortable buses, designed wills
commuters in mind. It has new park-and-ride lots and fewer slops so riders get
downtown faster. And it has more frequent buses and expanded hours to better
accommodate business schedules,

The $50 millicn project includes 56 new buses and 20 new stops, catled
stations, that will help people distinguish the express service. “One of the
things we learned from professionals in the transit indusiry is that when you
establish a new service, you need fe give it a new identity,” said Ed Zuercher,
Phoenix public transit dircclor.

“The buses are real head-tumers, and the stations will be that as well.” The
new scrvice will double the capacity of the express buses, and Zuercher said he
expects the ridership 1o double but can’t predict how quickly. Express ridership
in Ploenix has not increased in recent years because the curent routes ate at
capacity, Zuercher said. “You reacha natural saturation peint,” he said.
“People on express buses have less tolerance for standing because they arc on
the bus for lenger periods and o freeways, which is less comfortable. So once
votz hit capacity, unless you add more uses, ridership will slagnate or decline
slightly.”

Tmproved express service is part of the cily’s overall expansion of public
transit, incluling upprading of Dial-A-Ride, adding 100 local buses and future
light rail service. The RAFID buses, built in Hungary and finished in Ala-
bama, are made of composite material, said Patrick Rona, president and CEO
ol Merth American Bus Industries. ‘The lighlweight material aflowed the
cempany ta baild 45-foot buses, compared to the standard 40-fool steel bus,
increasing capacity by 13 percent without increasing operating costs. Rona
said it was the cellaboration with Ploenix that pushed Nerth American to
desipn 1he fonger chassis, which now has a two-year backlog in orders from
Los Angeles and Chicago.

“They've systemalically climinated ali the exeuses for ot using mass transit,’
Rona said. *it's more frequent, more rapil, more attractive, more efficient and
productive.” They liave high-backed, front-facing seats with armrests and
overliead racks. “This is theculmination of what people szid they would get
out of their cars for,” Zuercher said. “They wanted nicer, bigger buses with
amenilies like reading lights and reclining seats. They wanted roules where
they don’t make a fot of stops, where they are nlways in progress fo their
destination, That's the concept of RAPID.”

The first routes in the service begin July 14, with more being added in the fall.
For more information, go to www.phoenix.gov/FUBLICTRANSIT/rapid.him]

Rio Granoe Sierran 15



GROUP OUTINGS FOR 2003

Sat Sun Muay
Tuursday, May 1 to Friday, May ¢

3

4

Exploratery §-day Backpack Norma McCallan (471-0005)
Modernte Hike 6 miles RF. Gail Bryant (1-505-757-6654)
Strenuous Hike in Pecos (exploratory), location depends on
snow conditions. Dogs welcome. Sharen Angert (982-1035)

Saturday aund Sundny — May 10 and 11

10

17
17

24

3

1

18

Zay Camp and Modernte/Strepuous Hike Mt Taylor (11, 301‘),

trail conditions permitting. 6.5 miles RT, 2100' elevation gain.
Lcave Sntzrday alternoon. Michacl DI Rosa (663-0648)
Strenuous Joop Hike to Hermit Peak, El Porvenir Canyon,
trail conditions permitting. 14 miles RT, 280{" elevation gain,
many stream crossings. Alternative hike: Caballo Peak. Leave
7 AM. For reservation, cail Dan Rusthoi (690-896T)
Ensy/Moderste Hike on Frey Trail (Bandelier). Leave & AM.
Yictor Atyas (438-7434}

Easy Birdwatch Walk Bring binoculars. Ron Dufly (982-26%0)
Moderate Hike along Tesuque Creck. Dogs allowed. Leave
9 AM. Llonel Soracco (983.6715)

Muoderate Hike Dogs allowed. Tobln Oruch (820-2844)

Sorry - 1o hike schaduled

Strenuous Mike to Santa Barbara Peak, trail conditions
permilling. Aboul 16 miles RT, 2400 elevation gain. Lavi
Mathotra (995-8547; lavim@ix.netcom.com)

Streniiong Hike to Shaggy Peak and Deer Creck. 13 miles RT,
2000° elevalion pain. Mostly off-trail, some rough sections.
Norbert Sperlich (474-4354)

PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE OUTINGS LEADER PRIOR TO

Sat Sun

A HIKE FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.
For additional outings in Northern New Mexico,

please check the Pajarite Group page(s) in this news!elrer.‘

uly 2003

Friday to Sunday, July 4 10 6

Strenuous Trail Malntennnce Backpack Hike up Santa
Barbara Canyon, camp at bottom of Dominguez trail, work on
cutting out blowdown on trail that goes over ridge to Trampas
Canyon. Beautiful views. John & Linda Buchser (820-0201)

Fourth of July, Independence Day

5

12

19

19

26

RIO GRANDE SIERRAN NOW ON THE *NET I
http:/ferww.riogrande.sierraclub.orgfsantafe/home. html

13

20

27

Strenuous Hike Pecos Baldy, Kimit 15, Marcla Skillman (474-7414)
Moderate Hike Deception Peak (12,0007, site of proposed Ski
Basin expansion, 208" elevation pain, moderate pace, dogs
okay. Leave 7:30 AM. Norma McCallan (471-0005)
Moderate Hike dogs okay, Tobin Oruch (§20-2844)
Stresuous Hike Gold Hill or Wheeler, 10-13 miles, 3400°+,
Dan Rusthot {690-8967)

Strenuous Hike Santa Barbara area, off-trail, with NM Mtn
Club, 12 maxitnum, dogs okay. Sharen Angert (982-1055)
Strenuous Hike Cruces Itiver Basin, car camp night belore,
eaploratory, onfoff trail, fairly fast pace, Lavl Malhotro
{995-8547; lavim@ix.netcom.com)

Easy Birdwatceh Watk with Andubon Society, bring binoculars.
Ron Dully {982-28%0)

Strepuous ke Los Gricgos Ridge in the Jemez Norbert
Sperlich (474-4354)

Strenuous Hike Rancho Viejo, 12 miles, 2300", limit of 15. Les
Drapela (438-3306)

Moderate Hike La Vega Meadow with mushroom expert and
survival instructor Art Judd (982-3212). 7 miles, 2100", limit uf
15, leave 8 AM.

Chalr ~ Jan Kindef * jankindel@dol.com 4747207
Vice-Chalr — Barbara Fohnson * hnah3@aol.com  466.4933
Secretary/Freas — Lionel Soracco 283-6715
Politleal Commiltee—Susan Martin * smartin@lanl gov  988-5206

Membershlp/Acilvist Outings —Norma McCailan *

nmecallon@mindspring.com  471-000%
Newaletter/Publicity — Kay Carlson keardsonwp@earthiink.net  982-3926
Web Master «- Gina Aranda garanda@ensp.com  424-1615
Phone Tree — Bepta Hanna 424-1435
Chapter Rep — Doug Fraser * Sraser@huntelcred 47457615

* Member of the SF Group Exeeutive Commiltee
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Sat Sun

1

7

B

Hne

Moidecate Hike to Flamillog Mesa in the Pecos, limit of 15.
Michael Goldey (820-7302)

RailiTrail Day Celebration Modernte 8 Mile Hike along the Rail
Trail from 9 Mile 1o Hiway 285, shuttle to Lamy. See write-up
on fhis page. Meet SF Railyard, south of Tomasila'sparking lot,
7:30 AM. Norma McCallan (471.0005)

Strenuous Jlike to Sandia Crest on La Luz Trail, 14 miles,
3800 Michael D1 Rosa (663-0648)

Strenuous Hike Little Costilla Peak, carcamp night before, fast
pace, Lavi Malboten (995-8547; lavim@ix.nctcom.com)

Satarday and Sunday, June 14 and 15

14
14

15

Friday ¢

2t
21

22

28

29

Group Exccutive Commiltee:
Tuesdey, June 3, 7 PM
Saturday, July 2, 6§ PM

Strenuous Bachpack likely 1o Hermit's Peak, camaruderic
under a full moon. Joint trip with NM Min Club, 12 maximum,
dogs okay, Sharon Angert (982-1055)
Strenuous ke, probably Caballa Peak above Los Alamos, 14
miles, 3300', Dan Rusthol (690-8967)
Easy_to Moderate Ilike and Bike Trig up Frijoles Canyon,
return to c.g. via Upper Crossing, 7 mites. Those interested can
bicycle back to their cars at the visitor center. Meet Ponderosa
.G, at 8:30 and carpool to Bandelier Visitor Center. Led by
Pajarito Group's Rainer and Hye Bleck (662-2368)
Maoderate/Strenuous Hike to Puerto Nambe along Winsor
Trail, 10 miles, 1500', moderate pace, limit of 15, dogs okay.
Lionel Soracco (983-6715)
o Monday, June 20 to 23 - Continental Divide summer solstice
4-Day Backpack South San Juan Wilderness, CO. Elk Creek
C.G.>Cumbses Pass via CDT. 32 miles. Car shuttfe. Dogs ok.
Lve Thurs night for early start Fri. Robert McKes (471-0005)
Engy/Maoderate Hike > 10 mi, Gil Bryant (1-505-757-6654)
Ensy Birdwatch Walk with Audubon Society, bring binoculars.
Ron Dully (982-28%))
Moderate/Siretinous Hike 1o Nambe Lake, 7 miles, 2100, limit
af 15. Les Drapeln (438-3306)

Strenuous Explorafory OMf-Trail Hike Climb Jicarilia peak
(12,5007}, between Leonarde and Trampas Lakes drainages,
3,600+ gain, 12 miles RT, 50% off-irail with possible tree fatls,
A few dops by reservation only. Early starl, long day. Car camp
at teailhead night belore. Bad weather cancels. Stephen
Markowilz (505-797-3833 before B PM; stepdovi@hoimail.com)
Moderate/Strenuous Hike Jemez, Norberi Sperlich {474-4354)

GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES

Granp Conservatlon Commitlee:
Tuesday, May 27, 7 PM
Tuesday, June 24, 7 PM

Water Pol-Luck, Wednesdnys, 6:30 PA, John Buchser's house {820-0201)

hay 14 - New Mexico Accquia Association, Protecting Cur Hcriiagc

June 1
July 9

A pal

1 - Rio Grande Restoration
- Santz Fe Farmer's Market

RAIL TRAIL DAY CELEBRATION }\{_\S&“
All Day Saturday, June 7

a day of festivities, starling with dignitaries and specches at the

Santa Fe RR Depot at 9:30 AM, train ride to Lamy at 10:30 AM,
returning 2 PM (tickets at §5 cach way need to be purchased in
advance), free buses to and from Lamy all day, and & fair at Lamy
featuring arts and crafls, wildlife, children's fun booths, 2 pelting 200,
white elephiani table, silent auction, and musical groups. Bicycle, bus, or
hike, with frec snacks and drinks along the way. Join the Sierra hike
leaving from the Railyard af 7:30 AM. Sve write-up in owtings column,

Information call Santa Fe Conservatlon Trust (989-7019%
(s, \E

¢ ¢ NORTHERN NEW MEXICO GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ ¢

Oullngs —— Norbert Sperlich 474-4354
— Tobin Cruch omch@lanl.gov 820-2844
Conservation — Paul Paryski * pparyski@acl.com  992-1984
Minkng-Ciiff Larsen * clorsen! @icnefcom.com  466-2128
Water-John Buchser * Jbuchser@earthlink.met  820-0201
Natlonal Patks & Rangelands-Roger Pelerson  rogpete@aol.com  983-755%
Carson Nal'l Forest-George Grossnan * 982-1024
Astlvlst Qutings-Nosma McCallan *  nmceallan@mindspring.com  471.0005
Langd Use-Eleanor Eiseomenger 820-6401
‘Toxles-Jim Hannan jhanran505@aol.com  988-5760
Genelleally Englneered Food-Jim Hannan  jhamman505@ael.com  988-3760
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NORTHERN NEW MEXICO (alias Santa Fe) GROUP 2003 MEETINGS

Tuesday, May 20, 7 PM

CERRO GRANDE FIRIZ RESTORATION: Lessons Learncd
The Good, The Dad, and The Ugly

The Cerre Grande Fire, because of its proximity to Los
Alamos National Laboratory, has received [ots of attention,
Learning about dealing with the resulls of fire requires data and
monitoring has been implemented on an extensive scale on the
Cerro Graitde. Greg Kuyumjian, a hydrologist with the Sama Fe
National Forest, has been 2 key member of the team doing post-
fire rehabilitation work for the last severat years. Greg wil
cxplain what we can expect after a large fire, including what
happens both with and without burned area emergency
rehabilitation,

Al meetings, outings, and activities
are FREE and open to the public.

Membership meetings are hold at
the Unitarian Church 107 W, Barcelona St
(between Galisteo and Don Gaspar).

ﬁ\&.

\
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On March 8, 2003, Arnold Keskulla died less tian two months after his wife Carolyn, whom we memorialized on

ARNOLD KESKULLA [Lf)\

It memory af one of our most conmitted hike leaders

SUMMER SGLSTICE PICNIC
Snturday June 28
6« 930 PM
THE COMMONS, 2300 WEST ALAMEDA

1t is time once again for our annual summer potluck picnic! In
these trying times it is important for us to gather in fellowship —
if only to heal our psyches (not Lo mention cating delicious food)
— and what better way than with our fellow Sierrans. As an added
treat, members of our Rio Grande Chapter Excoutive
Committee, meeting that weekend in Santa Fe, will be present.
Our alter-dinner program will be a report on a recent UNM
sponsored trip to Cuba, with slides by our host Ken Hughes and
teacher of the class, and additional commeniary by Eflen
Kemper, Jan Kindel and Norma McCatlan,

For the potluck please bring eight servings of one of the
{ollowing: casseroles, veggle dishes, meat entrées, salads, desserts,
1f you dislike cooking or don't have the time, bring appetizers,
bread, fruit or fruit juice, beer, wine, sodas, Warming ovens,
refrigerator, silverware and serving dishes are available. T\(/
Information, call Ken Hughes (474-0550} or Norma MeCallnn s

(471-0005) L
A Ul

> SN

these pages in the previous newsletter. Amold was cqually a special person.,, He was born September 21, 1911, in
Ossining, New York, graduated from’Massachusetis Institute of Teclnology:with & degree in metallurgical engineering,
worked briefly at a California gold mine, returned east and married Carolyn in 1938. They honeymooncd in Utal,

lived for many years in New Jersey where Arnold worked as

Towr affirenly hoil'y Loy e A T
‘They journeyed fac and wide on their yearly

ey are

a metallurgist, and raised a family of four children,

family vacalions, In the [ate '60s Arnold, tiien 37, started hiking with the Somerset County

Hiking Club, and soon Carolyn joined in. Upon retirenient they bought praperty in Santa Fe in 1976 off Old Las Vegas Highway at the cdge
of the forest and built a passive solar house, Returning West was a great satisfaction to Arnold, and he truly found himself. They joined the

Sierra Club and beeame very active. Arnold led numerous Clab hikes,
the Sierra outings in the next 15 years or so. Beeause of his great intel

and hie and Carolyn were leaders or participanis on a good many of
rest in exploring the outdoors, Arneld developed quite a few trips in

the area, utilizing littie known routes, and several of their trips are described in our publication “Day Hikes in the Santa Fe Area.” [ had the
somewhat lonely job of outings chair for several years and asked Arnold to co-chair, and for some years we shared the efforts of scheduling
hikes and dealing with whatever outings problems arose, Only some time after macular degeneration set in did Arnold eonfess he couldn't
comtinue that job since he could no longer read the schedule. But he and Carolyn continued to lead trips, albeit at a slower pace as their
ages mounted, till about five years 4g0. At his memorial service, several family members and friends described his Icading tliem on waiks in

recent years when he could barely sec at all,
Arnold also displayed his happiness in the outdvors by maiutainin
birdhouses for his and fricnds' yards. Till the very end his mind st

£ 4 large vegetable garden in his back yard and creating dozens of
ayed shaep, his conversation was articulate, his cariosity about the world

stifl strang.  He was onc of our most beloved and respected hike leaders. We will miss you Arnold, but your indomitable spirit remains, and

it will forever inhabit those maiy teails that you graciously shared with us,

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR Jan Kindel

The EI Seville apariments, alfordable housing in dowstown Santa Fe,
will soon be demolished and replaced with galed, expensive
condontiniums, Contrast this scenario with a process developed in
Havana, Cuba.

On a recent educational expedition to Cuba we locused on urban
planning and listoric preservation in the cities of Havana and Trinidad.
In 1992, when the Soviets pulled out of Cuba, Havana embarked on g
sweeping hisloric preservation program for lse obd city. When the
cotntry was again opencd to tourism, mouey was siphonedd from touris!
profits into rebuilding the inner city. Most of the old buildings were
crumbling or in serious disrepair bit occupied by residents. As the
construction began, temporary buildings were brought iato the area to
liouse the former residents. Upon completion of the restorations, the
tesidents will move back into new llomes. Since more families were
previously liviug in 1he old buildings than tle new codes allow, some
residents will be moved to the suburbs, However, the decisions aliout
who goes and who stays are made by the residents themselves,

Patricia Rodriquez, an architect and coordinator of Havana's
Histerian's Office, which s aversecing llie renovatios, sai<l, "“We want
to recover everything we can, bul nol to create 2 movie sel, We want
to recover the life of the city.” In other Latin Awerican colonial ciljes,
such as San Juan, Puerto Rico, the residents were expelled and the
buildinps were bouglt by the rich. “They restored them but left the
center like a beautilul body with no sout.”

Do we need creative solutions to keep our own cities from becoming
soulless?

Maviline 2AN2

Norma McCallan
CONSERYATION CHAIR

At the request of the commiitiee, 1he Group beard proposals from
wo Nerthern New Mexico Hispanic organizations. Moises Gonzales of
the Mexicaro Land Education and Conservation Trust (MLECT)
described Lis organization's effort to promote environmentally
appropriatc stewardship of Land Grants, aud Eslevan Arellano, a highly
reputed Hispanic historian, described iiis group's efforts 1o preserve
traditional Spanish colonial flora. The Group has given a small grant
to Listevan to establish a sced bank and is considering a grant to the
MLECT (sce Bstevan's article in the March/April issue of the Rie
Grande Sierran). Building bridges between draditionat Hispenic
contmunities and the cavironmental commuaity is essential to
protecting and restoring our natural heritage.

All members are welcome to conte to the Conservation Commitice
meelings. Hot topics are drought and the resulting inlestation by bark
beetles devastating our forests; the silvery minnow issue and the
Tesulting conlroversy over in-siream {low in the Rio Grande; proposed
Santa Pe cily ordinances requiring cisterns and houseliold water
budgels; water compacts between New Mexico and Texas.

Paul Paryski

PUBLIC MEETINGS TO DISCUSS WATER PLAN (S
Jemez y Sangre Water Planning Counscit
Thursday, May 8, Sweeney Conference Ceater, Room §
Jto 5 PM and 610 8 PM
Further info: Amy Lowis (982-0405) or www.dbstephens.com
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Valles Caldera National Preserve Update

rustees of the Valles Caldera National

Preserve have a mandate to develop =

comprehensive management plan for the
Preserve by August 2004. The draflt Comprebensive
Munagement Plan and Straregic Gueidanee will be
available in Summer 2003 for public review. Itis a
science-based, adaptive management model that uses
ongoing monitaring data as fecdback in the decision-
making process. The document cutlities goals,
objeetives, values, and public involvement.

Grazing

A 2003 amendment to the Valles Caldera Envirvon-
atental Assessment, published in early 2003 and open
for public comment undl 15 April, inctuded an
analysis of the 2002 grazing program and explicitdy
addressed drought conditions, The amendment pro-
poscs 1o include the Cerro Seco Pasture, comprised
of the Valic Seco and Valle Rosa, in the 2003 grazing
program, which is otherwise basically the same as
2002. The proposed season is | June-30 Seprember.

Recreation
The Preserve is offering free public hiking {guided

and unguided hikes, strenuous o casy) Memorial
Day-7 June. The propesed price struczuze for
summer recreation is open to public comment:

+ $10/day/adule

+ §5/day for childrer: (under 15);

» 259% discount for familics;

« 2096 discount for seniots (62 and elder);

« fishing rod fee $10/aduit, $5/child; and

* $30 for other special acrivities.
The Committec is hoping o provide access from
points other than along State Road 4.

For more information, contact Chapter Valles
Caldera Issue Chair Ilse Bleck in Los Alemas
{see Masthead, page 2); or Gary Ziche, Execurive
Dircctor of the Vales Caldera National Preserve
Trust, also in Los Alamas {661-3333; inlo@
vallescaldera.gav).
—-ilse Bleck

Baxter (424-3574),

Grand Opening for Cerrilios Hills Historic Park
i " AlDay Saturday, 24 May 2003

Come celebrate the-opening of Santa-Fe County'sirst open-space park with-Santa Fe.Gounty
and the Cerrillos Hills Park Coalition. Three years in development, this park is among the first
and largest areas created by the County open-space bond issue in 1998.The park contains 1,116
acres of the Cerillos Hills immediately north of the town of Cerrillos. It encompasses a large portion
of what is grobably the oldest mining area in North America. Cooperative management planning is
underway regarding the adjacent 2,200 acres of US, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land.

Ceremanies start at 10:00x1 with intreductions and comments by invited gt.iests. Ribbon cutting
near nson will be followed by the Cerrillos Village Spring Festival, with food, music, and arts and
crafts. Several docent-led walking tours will be offered in the afternaon.

To find the park. go to First Street in Cerrillos, cross the railroad tracks, and cantinue northen a
dirt road to the parking lot an the left, 2/3 of a mile fom First Street For more information, call Bill

El Paso Lives with Lead (entineed fom page 103

American communitics over the same problems.
In fact, the U.S. Department of Justice has frozen
the asscts belonging to Grupo Mexico (ASARCO's
parent company) for suspicion that the company is
divesting cereain parts of its business plac in order
1o avoid legal responsibility for clean up.

Keeping ASARCO’s El Paso assets frozen and pri-
oritizing land for remediation in our arca is part of
the solution, But a just resolution begins with edu-
cating our peaple, especially those in the surreund-
ing neighbothoods on both sides of the Rio Grande,
abour the extent of the contamination and its effects
on children's development. This step lends itself o a
public outery impossible for auchoritics to overlook.
We must work to ensure thae the responsible parties
decontaminate the hazardous areas of our neighbor-
hoods, tegardless of what side of the river they are
an, and do so with Rull public disclesure.

The El Paso Group of the Sierra Club is taking the
fead in this educational process. Qur core volunseers
represeats a broad nerwork of suppert ranging from
bilingual leaders in the religious community and
organized labor to university professors. We believe
that, just as El Paso is a corridor for international
trade, it has the potential to be a catalyst for braader
international environmental justice cfforts.

for more informatien, contact El Paso Group
membes José Escobedo (915/751-1834; escobedo25
@hotmail com).

—fosé Fseabedo
!

Notes

For the complete study, see “Epidemic Lead Absorptian
Near an Ore Smeler,” by Philip Landrigan, M.D. e
al., published in the New Eugland foural of Medivine
Vol. 292, January 1975,

See “Neusopsychological Dysfunction in Children with
Chronic Low-Level Lead Absorption,” by Philip
Landrigan, M.D. & al., published in The Lancet, March
1875.

The document, Health Consuftation—El Paso County Metal
Survey, was published in July 2002 and prepared by the
Texas Departnient of Health and the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Repistry.

Wolf Reintroduction onsinued fron page 5)

* livestock carcasses;
= the arbitrary boundaries confining the wolves
to just rwo national forests; and
» the provision forbidding release of wolves from
the captive breeding pool dizccily to the Gila,
allowing only wolves that have been previously
captured to be released to the Gila.
In almost two years since this report was released as
past of the government’s formal chree-year review of
the reintroduction program, the USFWS has raken
no steps to implement these urgent recommenda-
rions for reforms.

Reeent action by the USFWS threatens to further
undermine recovery of the Mexican walf. The agency
recently divided wolf populations inte three distinct
population segments {DPS). The Center for Bictogi-
cal Diversity is concerned that the federal govern-
ment is gerrymandering the range of the Mexican
wolf in arder to shift atrention away from recovery
within the lobo's histaric range in New Mexico and
Arizona. The southwestern DPS segment extends
inza Colorado, which is outside the histotic range of
the fobo buc within the historic range of another
gray wolf subspecies. Robinson explains chaz, by
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including potions af Colorado in the southwestern
308, the agency may be preparing to ignoie the
recovery potential of other areas within the historic
range, such as:

+ the Chihuahuan desert of southern New

Mezico and southeastern Arizona,

» the Sy [slands of Arizena,

« the Sacramento Mountains of New Mexico, and

+ the Mogellon Rim between the Grand Canyon

National Park and the Apache Natienal Forest.
Futute reintroduction progiams focused on these
arcas offer the potential of generic continuity with
the present population in the Apache/Gila National
Foress. In contrast, reintroductions hundreds of
miles outside the historic range would leave cach
population isalated,
in addition, in March 2003, the USFWS issued an

Advarce Motice of Proposcd Rulemaking to delist
the grey wolf in other arcas of the Unired States.
Delisting of the wolf has been labeled premature by
the Wildlife Conservation Sociery. Defenders of
Wildlife, The Humane Society of the United States,
and the Center for Biological Diversity have alt
stated their intent to challenge the rule ir court.

The overall result of these federal actions is to
weaken the protection of the wolf, Mexican wolves,
with only approximately 40 individuals in the wild
and approximately another 200 in z00s, have the
mest to lose.

% 3: 7'c didu’t hear any wolves on our recent trip

1o the Gila, but they were surely in the area,
Because of this, as dusk gave way to night, as the
moan hung clean and luminous above the campfire
and we listencd 1o wolf experr Dave Parsons recount
the history of the wolf in this corner of the world,
the Gila experience seemed more fulf and complete
to us than it had on rips past. Let us work to csure
thar this new sense of wholeness becomes a perma-
neat pars of the Gila Wilderness.

For more information on the Mexican wolf, con-
tact the Center for Biological Divessity in Tucson,
AZ {520/623-5252; center@biologicaldiversity.org;
www.sw-center.org) or in Pinos Alcos, NM (534-
0360), and see the USEWS web site (wiwvw.fws.gov).

—Liz Wilth
Chapter Wildiife lssues Co-Chair

Mav/June 2003



Goals

he primary goat of this Sierra Club Fedaral

public lands grazing policy is to protect and
restore native biodiversity and achieve func-
tional and sel-sustaining ecosystems. The Sierra
Club recognizes that the preponderance of sci-
entific evidence documents that grazing by non-
native species has led to severe and sometimes
irreversible degradation of native ecosystems.
Federal public lands belong to the American
public and must be managed to maintain their
long-term ecological integrity. In order to
achieve our objectives, the Sierra Ciub advo-
cates significant changes to current land man-
agement practices to correct the problem.

The following five points apply to all aspects
of this policy:

(1} Commercial grazing is not appropriate
on Federal public lands except where it
is shown by science that some grazing is
needed to achieve ecological objectives,

@

L)

On federal public lands that were onee
grazed by large native herbivores the
Slerya Club will seek, whenever feasible,
the replacement of non-native grazing
species (cattle, sheep, goats, etc.) with
native grazers {within their historic

- wm -raANgE),

(3) Where setilement or ownership pat-
1erns obstruct the reintroduction of
native grazers on public lands, grazing
operators should manage livestock
toward the geal of maximum restoration
of native plant and animal communities,
water quality, and other ervironmental
goals.ileat or fiber production should
not be a primary goal of such grazing,
and operators should be required to
demonstrate a steadily improving range
wrend toward excelfent ecological
condition.

(4) The Sierra Club recognizes that restric-
tions on grazing may have negative
impacts on the cultural and economic
stability of some communities. These
impacts are apt to be most severe in
Native American, minority, and fow-
income communities. We are commit-
ted to developing partnerships with
community members to identify and
implement strategies to protect both
traditional communities and the ecologi-
<al integrity of public lands, without
sacrificing either

(5) The Sierra Club is committed to helping

ease the economic burden on small fam-
dy-ranch operations with federal public

Federal Public Lands Grazing Policy
Adopted by Sierra Club Board of Directors, 23 September 2000

lands allstments that would be affected by
termination or reduction of their grazing
leases.

Lacal entities are urged to advocate whatever
incremental improvements seem most appropriate
for specific sites within their jurisdiction, up to and
including an end to commercial grazing.

In addition to local site-specific efforts, the Club
may seek federal legisfation and regulations to
curtait grazing and accomplish the other goals of
this policy.

MNothing in this policy precludes the Sierra Club's
full support for legisfation andfor administrative
actions, such as wilderness bills, that primarily
address non-grazing issues, but do not meet the
goals of this grazing policy.

Sierra Club Strategy for Moving Toward
Qur Goals for Public Land Grazing

The Sierra Club believes that the following
interim actions can facilitate the long-term goal for
eventual restoration of our federal public lands,
and would suppert legislation o regufation
where needed:

(a) Holders of grazing permits or leases should
be allewed-to reduce ublzation ralas, or iest
orretire lands, without losing their permit
or lease, and without the retired use being
reallocated to others.

=)

fo

i allotments become apen for realiocation,
they should be awarded by a compatitive
bidding system, whereby a bidder who
meets minimum bid requirements and pro-
poses the grazing strategy that will maximize
bialogical preservation and recovery shall be
awarded the grazing contract, even if that
bidder proposes 1o retire the allotment and
manage it for other values, such as water
quality.

{c} The managing agency should determine and
documnent, at each renewal interval, that the
allotment has made substantial progress
toward established ecological and énviren-
mental quality goals, Permits or leases where
such progress is not demonstrated should
be terminated.

{d) The managing agency should establish and
enforce strict waterquality standards for ail
streams on public grazing dllotments. The
managing agency should establish and
enforce standards for protection and reste-
ration of all public fand riparian ecosystems.
Where progress is not being made to fully
meet these standards, grazing should be
terminated.

{e} The federai government should establish
a Grasslands Restoration Bank to pur
chase open space and wildlife riparian
easemerds on private prazing lands in
primarily public land grazing watersheds
where ecosystems are grazing depen-
dent, or to buy the fee land from private
ranchers in arid or other areas where
neither private nor public fands are suit-
able for grazing, Once these two highest-
pricrity needs have been largely met,
this Bank could be used to subsidize
the transition from non-native to native
grazing species.

Infernal Priorities for Immediate Action

Recognizing that changes to grazing policy will
liely take a number of years to accomplish and
that some areas of the public lands are more
imminently threatened by destructive grazing
practices than others, the Sierra Club has priori-
tized our efforts. As a first priority the Sierra
Club will work toward ending commercial
grazing on federal public lands where one or
more of the following circumstance exists;

* Lands that receive an average annual
precipitation of 1 2 inches or less,
or areas with ¢ryic soifs.

Associated activities {e.g, water develop-
ments, predator control, vegetation
maripulation) are occurring in such a
manner that native plant and animal
species are significantly impacted.

.

Grazing is causing degradation of habitat
necessary for threatened, endangered, or
sensitive native plant and animal species,

Grazing is causing significant degradation of
water quality.

The public fand-management agencies have
insufficient funding, staff, and determination
1o create and administer monitoring sys-
tems that will provide reasonable assurance
that adverse impacts will be minimized

and opportunities for restoration taken
advantage of.

This pelicy supersedes the Grazing an Public
Lands Policy of 12 September 1992.

The Board directs the Conservation: Gove-
nance Comrmittee to see that a Grazing Com-
mittee is established to oversee implementation
of this policy.

This Committee should also adopt definitions
and guidelines to accompany this policy.

Walking {eontinmed froms page 9)
This poll was made possible by the suppore of the

Robert Wood Johnson Fourdation. The poll was
conducted by telephone in October 2002 by Belden,
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Russonello and Stewart, with a sample size of 800
adults 18 years and over. The margin of sampling
crror is £3.5 percentage points.

For more information, contact [eAnza Valencia at
NM STPP in Aibuquerque (243-8666; dvalencia@
{FANSAC.OE; WWW.LHAnsact.org),

—DeAnza Valencia
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Chapter Tracks More Than 80 Bills and Memorials in 2003 Session

he intense ovo-month 2003 session of the

New Mexico Legislature ended on March

22. Chapter Legistative Coordinator
MaryBeth Morand and Pelitical/Legislative Chair
Gwen Wardwell (fobbyists) tracked no less than 83
Bills and memeorials on our behalf. Thesc included
17 initiatives pertaining dircctly to the Chaprer's

seven ficst-priority issues (as identified by the Excou-

tive Committee in December 2002), and eight int-
tatives pertaining directly to the Chaprer's six scc-
ond-ticr issucs (see box, page 1), The fazes of these
and many othscr bills and memorials of corrcern are
summarized in three cascgories below.

Cheprer lobbyists worked in caoperation with the
Senators and Representatives who introduced and
amended legislation, and with lobbyists and repre-
sentatives from the following dedicated organiza-
tions:

= 1000 Fricnds of New Mexico,

« Afliance for Rio Grandc Heritage,

* Amigos Bravos,

+ Animaf Prozection of New Mexico,

+ Coalition far Clean Affordable Energy,

* Center for Biclogical Diversity,

« Coalition for a Livable Future,

* Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safery,

* Gita Regional Information Project,

+ New Mesico Environmental Law Center,

« New Mexico Public Interest Rescarch Groug,

» Dil and Gas Accountability Projecs, and

« Sucface Transportation Pobicy Projecr.
Duting the legistative session, the Governor his

three days ta signfveto a bill that has passed both the
House and Senate. Bibls that are signed, and bills that

are not specifically veroed, become law in 90 days,

unless the bill contins an emergency clause stating
that it shall become law immediately upon signing:
After the session ends, the Governor hes 20 days to

sign bills; unsigned bills are considered to be vetaed.
This year, 28 Interim Committees ate scheduled 1o
pursuc fegislative affairs berween sessiotss. Fora com-

plece list of Incerim Committess and a schedule of
meetings and cheir locations around the State, calt
Legislative Council Services (986-4600).

For more information about these and ather inigia-

tives, contact Chapter Political/Legislative Chiair
Gwen Wardwell (sce Masthead, page 2).

Protect Water Resources

Acequia Water Banking and Transfers
+ Water Banking Authority for Acequias
(¥1B 302-B. Lujan; $B 124-Cisneros). &
+ Compliance with Acequiz Requirements
(FIB 303-B. Lujan). &

« Acequias and Community Ditch Requitements

(SB 123-Cisneros)-—These bills atlows acequia
associations to transfer waser berween parciantes
without approval of the Stare Engineer, and
require acequia approval for the transfer of indi-
vidual water rights out of an acequia. Success.
Signed by the Governor. &

Metering and Limiting ihe Use of Domestic

Wells
+ Domestic Well Management (HB 307 ~Varela);
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Domestic Water Well Management {(SB 565-
Jennings)—Qriginally strong companion bills
that proposed to allow the State Engineer to deny
well permits in “Critical Management Arcas,”
these bills were weakened to be ineffeciual and
failed in the first committecs. §

Amend Subdivision Regulations (HB 202-

Lundstzom)—Proposed to require well metering,

xeriscaping, and efficicncey standards for archi-

tectural and plumbing featares, Failed in the

Heuse.

« Domestic Well Management (SB 484-Beffore)
The Homebuilder’s Association advocated for shis
bilt to limir domestic well preductien to 1 acre/
foat, The bill died in the second committee.

* Water Use Reporting Requirements (SB 102-
Sharer)—Proposed to require well metering,
buz the State Engincer's enforcement capabilitics
were dubious. Failed in the fitss committee. <P

Pollution from Commercial Animal Feeding
Operatlons (CAFCs)
+ Amend Hazardous Waste Act (HB 781
A. Lujan}; Hazardous Waste Regulations
(SB S14-Lopez). ¥

. Amend Air Quality Control Act (HB 782~

A. Lujan); Air Quality Control Regulations” -
{5B 515-Lopez)—As the Bush'administration
attempts to gut national eavironmental Jaws, cis
up to the states to uphold theit own standards.
These four bills praposed to change New Mexico

Goals for Use of Renewable Energy (S]M 89—
Romero)—Reinforces the RPS 10%6-by-2010
goal and encourages net metering (whercin the
electric meter counts down as a customer gener-
ates and feeds rencwable energy back into the
power prid), alternative fuel vehicles, ere Success.
PPassed the House and the Senate.

Solar Tax Credils

.

Solar or Wind Energy Tax Credit (SB 348~
Feldman)—Proposed to provide a $3,000, one-
time-only, tax credit for up ta 15% of installation
costs. Although this was one of the Governor's
bills, ic did not move past the fisst committee.

-

Increase Funding
for Conservation Services

General Appropriation Act of 2003 (HB 2-
Coll)—Proposed to increase the appropriation to
the Conscrvarion Services Division of the Depare-
ment of Game and Fish by $325,000. Partial
suceess, $50,000 for endangered specics work
was included in the general appropriation bill.
Signed by the Governor.

air-quality and harardous waste starure langnage # « -

from "no more stringent than federal regulations”
to “at least as stringent as federal rogulations.”
They failed. The House versions moved out of
only ane committee; the Scnate versians didat
even accomplish thar. @

Responsible Use of Energy

Renewable Porticilo Standard
Several initiatives were designed to uphold the

Public Regulatory Comnission’s (PRC) mandate for
implementation of the Renewable Portfolio Standard
(RDS; sce Sierntrr March!April 2003).

+ Study Rencwable Energy Sources (B 97—
B. Lujan); Study Renewable Energy Resources
{S}M 51-M. Sanchez)—These companion
msemorials uphold and premote the PRC man-
date for implementation of the RPS. They were
aggessively amended by the envirenmental com-
munity to change studies from impediments that
suspended the RPS so vehicles to encourage it.
Success, These passed the House and Senate. &b
Renewable Energy Programs (SB 836-Romere);
Development of Renewable Energy Resources
(S]M 79-Remero)—These initiatives promoted
education on and development of New Mexico's
renewable energy resources in the Public Utilides
Act. 5B 836 failed in the figst committee. Romero
withdrew SJM 79 o gain supporr for SJM 89
(below). &~

Key
& We prevailed

W lost this round
@ Pros and Cons

-

-

Defend the NN Mining Act

Establish-Mining Dijsericts (SB-A73-Adtapai- s -
ranc)—Phelps Dodge sponsored this bill in spite
of the Gavernor’s position in favor of protecting
the integrity of the 1993 Mining Act. The bill
propused 1o establish cnvironmental “sacrilice
zones” and released mining companics from stan-
dard bonding practices. The fiscal impact to the
State for mine reclamation activities would have
been enormous. Success; Senator Altamirano said
that he had not understoed the negative implica-
tions of the bill, withdtew it from all committecs,
and requested that it be tabled indefinitely.
Pubtic Peace, Health, Safety, and Welfare (SB
902-Cisneros)—This “dummy” bill (a mecha-
nism reserved for committee chairmen to use
after the deadline for all other bill introduction
has passcd) was fiest used to reintroduce 5B 473
{above). Senator Cisneros said that biad notbeen
his intention and withdrew the SB 473 language.
Instead, he intraduced 2 bill to remove humates
from Mining Act restrictions. This would have
unbundled the state Jaw from the federat ace. This
bill swas appareatly tailored for one humate-mine
operator near Cuba whese mine had been shut
down by the State. Success; did nar make it
through the first commitree.
Dekinition of Alternative Fuel (HB 587-Miguel
Gatcia)~-Proposed to take hydrocarbon out of
the definition and include instead 70% cthanel or
methanol, or 2 fuel mix containing not less than
2096 biodicse} or vegetable oil. Failed in House
Taxation and Revenue Commictee. B
Salt Cedar Biomass for Electric Generation (SB
769-Adair)—Proposed a $300,000 appropriation
to the Forestry Division of the Energy, Mincrals,
and Narural Resources Deparunent to inventory
and plan interagency removal. Did not make it
beyond the first committec,

(costinued o the next puge)
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Salt Cedar Biomass for Electric Generation
(58 769-Adair)—TProposes a $300,000 appro-
priation to the Foresery Division of the Encrgy,
Minerals, and Natutal Resorces Departnent to
inventory and plan interagency removal, Did not
rake it beyond the first committee. S

.

*

More on Air Quality and
Hazardous Waste

Study Ozone Depletion in Northwest New
Mexico (HB 291-T.C. Taylor, C. Thomas)—
Requests marching funds to study the sources of
ozene. Furding for this study was rolled into
the gencral appropriation bill, Signed by the
Governor.

Ambient Air Quality Standards (HB 371-
Heaton}—Proposed to zdopt weaker federal
standards writcen for more heavily polluted east-
ern states. Required the Environmental Improve-
ment Board co review standards every five years,
buc made no appropriation. This bill was killed
in the second committee.

Amend Air Quality Control Act (HB 572~
Herrera)-—Proposed to amend state statutes 1o
read “consistent and no moze steingent than
federal” standards. Was killed in the fisst
coministee.

Air Quality Control Act Appeals (HB 55—
Hearon)—Propesed to severely weaken public
participation in the permitting process. This bill
was delayed sufficiently on the House side so
that it didn't reach the Senare floor.

Natural Resource Revenue Recovery Task
Force (HB 452-Stell; SB 401-Jennings)-~These
companion bills require a study of the cffects of
federal laws on rural economics. Suceess, The
funding was included in the general appropria-
tion bilk. Signed by the Governar,

Sccretary of Environment Enforcement Pow-
ers (HB 849-Picraux); Secretary of Environ-
ment Authority (SB 519-Garcia)—Empowers
the Secretary o enforce civil and eriminal penal-
ties against pollusers, Success; the Governor
signed HB 849. &

Amend Air Quality Control Act (HB 192~
Heaton)—Originally, this bill proposed to refax
air-quality standards for cotton gins and other
seasonal agriculture operations. Fortunately, the
bill was amended to pertain only to cotron gins,
Stalemare; could have been much worse. Signed
by the Governor, &

More on Transportation

* Mile-based Aute Insurance Coverage (HB

532-8ilva; HB 799—Moore)—T hese bills
propased to provides a financial incentive for
driving fcss. They died in commitsees. €@

* Prohibit New Qutdoor Advertising {(SB 72—

Komadina}—Prohibits new billboards and small
signs. Died in the first commirtee, partly because
of the restriction on small signs. <3

More on Land Use

Subdivision and Land-use Impact Studies ($B
389-Griege)—Required local boards 1o canduet

LT N W -~

-

impact studics, but provided no funding for the
studics, This bill did not move past the second
commitiec,

Comprchensive Zoning Plans (SB 410-Gricga)
The original bill made zoning optional, but
compromise language makes it an acceprable
bill. Signed by the Governor.

Local Government Crdinance Studics (SB
411-Griego)—Proposed to require overly bur-
densome studies for local boards. Did nor make
it to the House floor.

Clarify “Subdivision” in New Mexico Subdivi-
sion Act (SB 435-Altamirano)—Proposed to
remove the five-year perind for lor splits and the
requirement for review of lot splits. Did not
mzke it to the House floor,

Prohibit Merger of Contiguouns Land Parcels
(5B 438-Altamirano)--The original intent of
the bill was bad, but amendments made it into
2 good bill. Signed by the Governor.

State of Emergency in New Mexico Forests
(5B 209-Jennings)—Proposed to promore
logging forests ta prevent forest fires. Did not
make it to the house floor.

Pasco del Notte Completion (HJM 84—
Youngberg)—Altows the completion of Paseo del
Narte to ge through the percoglyphs arca and
sacred Native Americart grounds, Whs Lilled in
the first commirtec.

Criminal Trespass Posting and Notices

(5B 737-Jennings)-~Proposed to aliow land-
owners to usc widely-spaced orange paint mark-
crs instead of “No Trespassing” signs. Although
this bill passed both houses, it was vetocd by the
Governor.

Transfers of Devclopment Rights (HB 693
Stell)—Allows for the preservation of rural arcas
through transfers of development rights. Success.
Signed by the Governor.

Land Conservation Incentives Act (HB 747—
King: 8B 581~Romero)—Provides tax credits
for up o $100,000 and includes conservation
restrictions. Success. Senate bill signed by the
Governor.

Class A County Extraterritorial Zoning {SB
241-Aragon)-Removes the “extratersitorial
zening authority” of the Albuquerque Cicy/
County commission and shifts all zoning auzhor-
ity te the County. An amendment by Maces 1o
apply the bill to Santa Fe and Las Cruces was
defeated. The Governor signed ehis bill, 9
Watershed Restoration (HB 910-Tripp}—
Proposes porential removal of pifions, junipers,
ete., bur does not specify tree diameters or forest
density. We lost; signed by the Governor.
Change Designation of Cabezon-area Land
(HM 26-Madalena; SM 48-Fidel)—Requests
that the Congressional Delegation consider
releasing the Cabezon Wilderness Study arca
from this status. We failed; the Governor signed
HM 26.%

More on Wildlife

* License Plates Featuring Wildtife Artworlc
(HB 656-Swewar)—Provides funds for game
pratection, not endangered species, from
license-plate sales. Success, Signed by the
Govesnor.

Mitigate Dangers Associated with Woelf

Release (HB 764-Hamilton; 5B 746—

-

Komadina)—These companion bills proposed to
undermine the wolf-telease program by holding
federal bielogists petsonally responsible for any
damages and easing the restrictions on killing
wolves thar wander off the reserves. They were
killed in the second committee in both houses.
NM Jurisdiction Over Wildlife (HB 267~
Foley)—nother anti-wol€ bill. Was killed in the
first comnsittee.

Support Amending of Endangered Species Act
(SM 36-Komadina)—Autacked the Endangered
Species Act, Net introduced by the sponsor.
Game and Fish Liability for Property Damage
{SB 709-Jennings)—Proposed ta require the
Department of Game and Fish to pay property
owners for damages by wildlife, without an
appropriation. Was killed in the second
comimitece.

Game Depredation Program Amendments
{SB 734-Gricgo)—DLroposcd to remave the
requirermnent for “goed cause” for killing wildlife
an private property, and (o requite fzndowners
1o prove that damages were greater than the
value of the wildlife. Was killed on the Seaate
floor.

Personal Income Surtax for Wildlife Programs
(HB 240--Begaye; HB 943-Coll; SB 329~
McSorley)—Proposed o add $2 to each per-
sonal income tax form te be used for wildlife
programs. Only one bill made it to the House
foor, where it failed.

Reevaluate Endangered Species Act (HM 19--
Foley; SM 8-Hur)—These cempanion mermio-
rials are past of a national campaign to weaken
the Endangered Specics Act, We lost. HM 19
died in the second commiteee, but SM 8 passed
and was signed by the Governar.

Prohibit Cockfighting (B 559-Godbey;

5B 64-Komadina)—New Mexico is one of the
last two states to allow cockfighting, although it
is still a form of illegal gambling in the Seace.
Cockfighting was defended s a cultural heritage
issue. Although HB 559 passed the House (for
the fizst time}, SB G4 failed in the Senate, @

-

Genetically Engineered Foods

Labeling for Genetically Engineeted (GE)
Foods (S8 915-McSerley)—This bill proposed
to require labeling of all foods containing GE
ingredients that zre sold in New Mexico, How-
ever, because this issue involves interstate com-
merce and nationwide participation, the bill was
exchanged for a memorial entitled Study of
Labeling Food Containing Genetically Engi-
ncered and Genetically Modified Inpredients
(SM 62-McSorley). Initially, SM 62 requested
studics at the state level of the feasibiligy and
effects of labeling GE foads, but it was ulsi-
mately modificd te “request the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration to expedite final rules for
labeling genesicaliy engineered food,” which the
agency had proposcd ir%anuary 2003, The
Senate passed SM 62.
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Recycling

Tire Recycling Fees (HB 25~Hcaton)—Raises
the recyeling fee to $0.50/tire, with increased
funds to go ta recycling activities racher than to
the State Highway Road fund. Success. Signed
by the Goveenor.
Beverage Container Deposit Act (B 72—
Miquel Garcia)—Proposed to promore recycling
of beer bottles only. Failed. Did not make it out
of the first commirree, P

~—Gen Wardwell and MuryBeth Morand

Rio Grande Chapter
Quarterly Meetings

Saturday; th
on Sunday mo ;

All members are invitéd, The meeting will
take piace at The Commons, 7300,
Alameda, Overnight, Iddging with Sahta Fe
members Ean' B arranged. If you would like
to attend, please contact Chagter, Chair
Doug Fraseri to arrange carpools, please con-
tact Group. Chairs (see Masthead; page 2).

The Chapter's fall and winter meetings are

S;fo- wf an—la'm&

wwwsicrraclub.org/membesship

on agtian Ty 6""”‘-’

My Name
Address
City
Srate

Zip

c-mail

(2} Check enclosed, made payable to:

Sierra Club
RO, Bex 52968
Boulder, CO 80322-2968
Please charge my ([} Mastercard [ VISA
Cardholder's Name

MemBERSHIE: CATEGORIES
Inmoouctony
Reguian 347
SUPPORTING 5100
Contriouting ., L} "$150 O stis
Lire DSI,UQ \ 'E‘Si_!ZSO
SEHioR ) m} ! D %32
STupeNT 0 <$24 $32

Lomen Income [0 “s24 - [ 330
R N

[

Contibutions, gifis and dues 1o the Sierea Chub are not

Card Number
Exp. Date fo_

leductible; they suppore our effective, citizen-based
advocacy and lobbying efforzs, Your dues include $7.50
for a subseription to Sierre magazine and $1 for your
Chapter newslereer,

Conserv_a_tion issugs were widely considered
during the 2003 Legislative Session. Legisfa-
tors allocated $250,000 to establish the Mesilla

scheduled fo September 6/ and Decembar
6+7, respectively,

A

Good Republican frontinsed from page 13)

There are REP America members in 49 states and

several organized state chapiers across the ration, ail
dedicated to being the “Environmentil Conscicnee
of the Republican Party. Qur national goals include:

* A New Manhatzan Projeet 1o greatly improve
energy cfficiency and commercialize clean
energy technologies, producing fuel and
electricity from resources in America,
Preservation of America’s public lands heritage,
including protection of natianal forest roadiess
areas; expansion of the National Wilderness
Preservation System; and safeguarding national
paries, monuments, and wildlife refuges from
inappropriate industrial activities and moter-
ized recreation,
Clear air and water protection combining
vigorous enforcement with incentives for use
of advanced rechnolagies thac prevent pollugion
ar the source,
Our New Mexico goals are:

* Instituting a stacewide water plan.

* Protecting game and non-game wildlife and

habicar,
* Developing an effective Planned Growsh
Strategy for urban areas.
IF these sound like goals with which you can

agree, then we invite you 1o visit our web sice
(www.repamerica.org), or contact me (305/255-
4419) for brochures and more informarion.

—Ken Whiron, President

NM Chapter of Republicans for Euvironmental
Protection (REP America)

This article first appearee in the 25 March 2003
editfont of The Moniror, ju the regridar colunn
of the Pajarite Group of the Siern Club,

MaviJune 2003

Valley Bostue Stawe Park on the lower Rio
Grande. Bills establishing a State \Water Plan and
permitting the use of gray water for domestic
irrigation were passed. A good watershed pro-
tection bil was passed, and a couple of bad ones
requiring take over of federal lands and forests
by the State (an unconstitutional initiative} were
tabled. A bad trespass bift was aiso tabled; it
wouid have eliminated the requirement to have
posted no trespassing signs on private lands in
order to file trespass complaints, creating a prob-
lem for hikers, For more details about the legisla-
tive session, see the report on pages 20-23,

Unfertunately, during the session some legista-
tors chose to attack the Endangerad Species Adt,
fortunately without, much success. The issue of
endangered species and the issue of the killing of
livestack by wildife, particularly mountain ligns, is
fast becoming heated, Few fegislators will admit
that wildlife was in New Mexico long before
humans and that we are the invasive species,
Predation can be mitigated by more effective
livestock-management techniques such as the
use of sheep dogs,

Drought and the resulting infestation by bark
beetles have devastated northern New Mexico's
forests, with 50% of trees dying in some areas.
As a result, the risk of wildfires is higher than
ever. Our forests remain in critical condition due
to unnaturaliy high densities of
unhealthy trees. Some thinning
of trees and understorfes has
begun in the Santa Fe water
shed, but dearly much more
remains to be dane.

Litigation over the silvery
minnow continues, and this
issue remains highly controver-
sial (see page 7). Albuguerque is

Phuraeeia tprint by Noreny Frons)

-+ Commentary on Législation, Drought, and Water

pressing ahead to divert more than 103,000 acre
feet of water from the river. In contrast te Santa
Fe which has reduced it water consumption,
Aibuquerque has one of the highest per capita
wateruse rates in the United States and is suck-
ing its aquifers dry.The Santa Fe River is still
almost dry, but water has bean accumulating in
the City's reservairs. Newly proposed city ordi-
nances would requirg cisierns and household
water budgets, making sustainable water
management more effective. Flease support
these measures.

The new State Engineer john D'Antanio and
the new Director of the Interstate Stream Comn-
mission Estevan Lopez, who are responsible for
managing State's water resources, attended a
Nerthern Group meeting to discuss their plans
to meet New Mexico's requirement to deliver
Rio Grande water to Texas. They propose that
water be relinquished from Eephant Butte Res-
ervoir to the lower Ric Grande, in order tor

+ meet our flow obligations,

+ allowing storage of water upstream
on the Rio Grande, and

* avoiding severe evaporation from
the reservoir:

On the Pecos, the State has purchased land to
retire water rights and is pumping water from
wells into the Pecos to meet the State's fow
abligations. Both solutions are short-term. Failing
to meet the compact obligations would result in
serious and costly litigation,

a prionity call on water rights,
and a possible takeover of

the State's water by the

federal government.

For more information, con-
tact Northern Group Conser-
vation Chair Paul Paryski in
Santa Fe (see Masthead,
page 2).

—Pael Pavyshi

Rio GranDE Sizrran
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In Disturbing Times, We Can Turn to the Land and Each Other

=B hese are difficult times, disturbing times,
scary times. 9/11 was heare-wrenching and

-&_  ominous, but it scems that, instead of
nioving us toward greater cooperation with other
concerned countries, and working to make sure our
own infrastructure and cisizens remain strong and
able 1o deal with the unexpecred, it has propelled us
inzo the docreine of preemptive strikes, ever more
devastating exploitation of fragile, even pristine fands
to ohtain more oil for our gas-guzzling vehicles, and
an attack on our own cherished civil libereics, Mean-
while, the overall degradarion of our global environ-
ment continucs as a resule of multiple ill advised
decisions, ignorance, and inawention.

Where in this gloomy pictute can we find some-
thing pesitive, something to give us hope and heal-
ing? Our land 35 still here, onr beloved New Mexico

meuntains, ponderosa forests, plains, and valleys,
Iz is looking a bit searred in these drought-stricken
days; here in Santa Fe, the soil is dry and dusty, and
only a few wildflowers have poked through. Buc I
can Jook across to the stalwars Sangres, mantled in
snow, glorious at sunset, and feel reassured.

The second, and equally important, anchor is our
connection to other people—our family, friends,
nicighboss, worlc associates, Sicrra Club colteagues.
Stall is beautiful, and we can oficn find solace and
effect change locaily, when it seems impessible to
change global cvents. I have long enjoyed the sense
of collegfality with other participants on a Sicrra
Club outing, the shared enjoyment of the trait and
terzain, and the lively conversations that ensue from
a group wish varied backgrounds and life experi-
ences. Bar I'was struck by a remark of one of our

Santa Fe leadess describing a recent national service
trip she fed, where she strived o and succeeded in
creasing 2 sensc of community among her partici-
panis, a sense of caring and helpfirlness. Mary Ray
Care has it right. We can look ro and enhanee a sense
of community with our felfow members. OF course,
a week-long trip like hees has mere opportunities for
bonding than a day hike, but cven that can bring
about lasting friendships and sugport. And we czn
mave forward with our new companions in helping
to keep our psecious fand base safe, secure, and beau-
tiful.

So, try out onc of eur tips, those many of you
membess whe have never participated in our activi-
tics or programs, and I think you may come back
feeling stronger, and less alone.

~eNorne MecCallan

Selected Sierra Club Outings in May, June, and July 2003

Saturday-Sunday, May 10-11 » Mount Taylor Car Cacrp—Moderate/strenuous hike,
6.5 miles round trip, 10 this dominant peak, sacied o the Indians. Mike di Rosa
(663-0648-Los Alamos).

Saturday, May 10 * Hermit Pealc and EE Parvenir Canyon-—Strenuous laap hike
many stream crossing to this prominent landmark near Las Vegas, Dan Rusthoi

(690-8967—Santa Fe),

Monday-Friday, May 12-16 + Black Range Traverse—Sttenuous backpack atong
Crest Trail from Logkout Mountain to Hillshoro Peak in the Aldo Leopald
Wilderness. Laurence Gibson (15/594-7342--Ef Paso).

Saturday, May 17 « Rabbit Bars Plateau Dayhike—Moderatefstrentons hike by
a distinetive set of granite 1owers in the Organ Mountains, panoramic views.

Mike Episcopo (915/584-9322-El Paso).

Sunday, May 18 * Tusas Basin Mountain Bike Trip—I2-milc bike trip through
a litle known bust ecologically diverse area north of Tres Piedras. Abe and Carole
Jacobsen (672-9579-Los Alamos).

Saturday-Sunday, May 10-11 » Whitewater Creek Backpack—Moderate backpack
in the Gila Wifderness, Deloche Canyon to Gold Dust Trail. 10 miles round trip.
Harry Newman (915/588-7192-El Paso).

Feiday-Monday, May 23-26 * Canyon Creel/Clear Creel/Flying V Canyon
Memorial Day Backpack—-Moderate 18-mile loop backpack in the Gila
Wilderness, campsites near river. Rollin Wickenden {(915/855-6697~E| Paso).

Sunday, May 25 = Santa Barbara Peal—Strenuous hike 10 this high peak on the
Santa Bacbara Divide, 2,400" clevation gain, 16 miles round-ip. Lavi Malhozra
(993-8547-Santa Fe).

Saturday, Junc 7 * Rail Tiail Day Celehration Hike—Moderate hike fron: 9 Mile
to Higlnway 285, then by shuitle to Lamy, where a lsost of boaths will be set up,
and back o Sanma Fe via the Santa Fe Southern RR. Norma McCallan (471-0005-
Sama Fe).

Saturday, June 7 = Sawyers Peak, Back Range—-Maderate hilke, part off tail,
to this remore peak, 1,560 elevation gain, Ben Zecbey (526-7811-Las Craces).

Sattirday. June 14 » Frijoles Canyon Hile and Bilee Trip—Easp/moderare hike,
approximately 7 miles, up Frijoles Canyon 1o Upper Crossing in Bandelier
National Monument and rewrs: to visitor center, if desired, via bicycle. Rainer

and llse Bicck (662-2368-Los Alamos).

Friday-Monday, June 20-23 « Summer Solistice Contineneal Divide Trail (CDT)
Backpack—Elk Creck Trail, in South San Juan Wilderness, to Dipping Springs,
back via CDT to Curmbres Pass, 32 miles* Robers McKee (471-0005-Santm Fz).

Friday-Sunday, July 4-6 * Dominguez Teail Maintenance Weekend—Backpack
up beautifu! Szntz Barbara canyon, camp az botrom of this litde used 1eail which
crosses to Trampas Canyon, work on clearing blowedown. jolin and Linda Buchser
(820-029 E-Sana Fe),

Friday, July 4 + Pecos Baldy—Stzenucus hike up 10 this well known pezk in
the Pecos Wilderness. Marcia Skillman (474-7414-Sznta Fe).

Sawarday, July 12 « Discovery Trip to Monument Spring, Sacramento Moun-
tains--Easy hike, long drive to this special, retmote spot, Ben Zerbey (526-7811-
Las Cruces).

Diease check the five Groups' pages for more infarmation on these trips,
and for addivional activities,

All ared codes are 505, exeepe as pated,

The Evolution of Ecosystems, Including Humans and Goats

rain shadow to the cast of it, western America

was a vast tropical atea with Jarge shallow
lakes. As the mounains rose and cut off the mois-
ture, the land dried ou, and the basin and range
topography formed. Plants and animals filled eco-
logical niches, before glaciers invaded and inces
rupted this evolution. As the glaciers receded, eco-
logical niches filled again. Grazing became a vertical
cycle, the animals following the grasses into the high
Haros and mountains as the snows melted, returning
to the lower areas as the snows came.

Fire and the disurbance of the hooves of animals,
held together in large herds by predator pressuré,
played 2 rale in designated whete coosystems wauld
be located. Fire, burning across wide ranges of

B cfore the Sicera Nevada uplified and creazed 2
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altitude and soil conditions, created the dynamic
tension that alfecated where grasses ended and :
pifion/juniper (PJ) forests began. Above the PJ areas,
the ponderosa forests were also shaped by fires and
grazing animals, the grassy undesstory and expanses
between stands, acting as a sponge, a flywheel
mediating between perieds of wet and drought.

The first Europeans who atrived with their grazers
and browsers had no previous experience raising live-
steck in this type of semi-arid cnvironment. As live-
stack production and the extraction of the resource
began in earnest, seme 150 years ago (at the turn of
the century in Siecra County alone, 2.5 million cattle
grazed the area to the mubs), heavy rains removed the
topsoil, and the woody chaparral moved in. Thisis a

{eentinred on page 3}

i

Goatherd Lani Lamming Malmberg and her mentors taughe
@ workshap, sponsared by The Qrivira Coalition, in Thos in
the summner of 2002, For sonrces of more information abous
goats, weed contral, dnd restortion, see page 9 (phato by
Courtrey Whire).
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