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NM Reps and Demos Introduce Ojito Wilderness Act in Congress!

n 24 September 2003, Serator Jeff
O Bingaman and Representative Tom Udall

introduced the Ojito Wilderness Act
(S. 1649/FLR. 3176), which would designate
approximately 11,000 actes northwest of Albugquer-
que as the Qjito Wilderness. The bill is co-sponsored
by Senator Pete Domenici and Representative
Heather Wilson. If approved, the measure would
create the first new Wilderness area in New Mexico
since 1987,

In addition to permanently protecting the Qjito
Area as Wilderness, the bill weuld allow the Pueblo
of Zia to purchase some BLM land abutting the
Ojito area—land which holds strong cultural and
religious significance for the people of Zia. Under
the bill, the land to be purchased by the Paeblo of
Zia will remain open ta the public for recreztional,
seenic, scientific, educational, palcontolegical, and
conservation nses and s required to be managed as
open space in perpetuity. In facr, this fand will be
protected from development, off-road-vehicle recre-
ation, mining, and oil and gas exploration. Thatisa

far higher level of protection than
the land in question currenzly
receives under BLM management.
More than 20,000 acres of land in
the greater Ojite arca will be con-
served if this bill is passed. Asa
result, important archeological sites,
petroglyph panels, habitat for rare
plants, and incredible hiking areas
will be forever protected.

This histaric bill would nor exist
were it not for the strong cealition
forged between greups such as the
Sierra Club, the Coalidon for New
Mexico Wilderness, the Pueblo of

Py

Zia, numerous businesses, conserva-
tion organizations, and many local
and statewide elected officials.
Thanks go to all of you who worked hard to make
this bill a reality.

Please write or call Senators Bingaman and
Domenici, and Representatives Tom Udall and

s

The Ojita landscape may receive pervizanent protection thanks to bipartitan
siuppore (phato by Martin Heinrich).

Heather Wilson (for contact information, see page 3)
and thank them for intreducing the Ojito
Wilderness Ace.

—Martin Heinrich
Cbap{tr Wilderness Chair

New: Mexaco Will Hold Democratic Presidential Caucus Early—
To Participate, Register by 15 December 2003 :

he Democratic Party of New Mexico will

hold its Presidential Caucus en Tizesday,

3 February 2004, at more thar: 170 caucus
sites throughout the stace. Participation will be open
to all Democrats who are registered to vote with
the Secrctary of Stace’s office {www.sos.state.nem.us/
ELECTNET. HTM) oz their Councy Cleck by
15 December 2003,

In the past, New Mexico has held this clection in
June. The sraditional state:primary wiil still be held
in June 2004 and will include typical primary con-
tests for congressionai races, State lcgislati\ie races,
and other competitive elections.

New Mexico's caucus will operate like a party-run
primary. Voting locations will be open that day from
12:00-7:00rM. Yoers will mark a paper ballot.

Ballots also may be cast by mail, starting 2 January
2004. Vote-by-mail baliots may be reguested from
the State Party by mail, e-mail, or fax from 15
December 2003-20 January 2004, Vote-by-mail
bajlots must be postmarked by 26 January 2004.

"tn 2000, Al Gore won the state by just 366 votes....
Every vote counts!”

For more infermation about the caucus,
please contace Demoeartic Party nF Ncw Mesico
(sce below).

The New Mexico League of Wemen Voters also
provides key information abour registering and
voting (www.lwviim.org/2003 VotersKeyFinal.pdf).

Contact the major partics in New Mexico for
informaron about how to participarte in their efforts:

+ Democratic Parey of New Mexico (8303650 in
Albuguerque, 800/624-2457; www.dpnm.crg/)

* Greer Party of New Mexico {830-3650;
vaww.nmgp.org/)

* Republican Party of New Mexico {298-3662;
www.gopam.erg/)

In 2000, Al Gore won the state by juse 366 votes,
and New Mexico will be considered a “battleground”
state in the upcoming 2004 general election. Every
vote counts! Sierra Club vrges its members to partici-
pate in the political process by exercising their right
to votc in state, local, and nationz| elections.

For more informaton, contact Chapter Legistative/
Political Chair Gwenr Wardwell (sce Masthead,
page 2).

—Grwen Wardwell and Susan Mertin
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Political
Contact Information

President George Bush
The ¥hite House
1640 Pennsybvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500
22/456-1111 + fax 456-2461
president@whitehouse.gov

Sccretary of Interior Gale Norton
1849 C Strcer
Washington, DC 20240
202/208-7351 » fax 452-5124
gale_norron@ics.doi.pov

U.5. Senator Jeff Bingaman
703 Hare Scrate Building
Washington, DC 20510
DC phone 202/224-5521 * fax 224-2852
senator_bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov

625 Silver 5Y, Suite 130
Afbuguerque, Wi 87102
Abq. phone 505/346-6601 » fax 346-6780

U.5. Senator Pete Domenici
328 Hart Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510-3010
DC phone 202/224-6021 + fax 224-6621

seaator_demenici@domenici.senate.gov
425 Silver S, Suite 330

Albuquerque, MM 87102
Abq phone $03/346-6791 + fax 346-6720

.U$Jkpmmmuwﬂ‘ontiﬂddl" ot

507 Clnnon Howss Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
DC phone 202/225-G190 * fax 226-1331
wivwhouse.gaviromudall/

&11 St. Michaels Drive, Suite 104
Sznta Fe, 1IM 87505
SFe phone 505/984-8350 = fux 986-5047

U.S, Representative Heather Wilson
318 Cannon House Office Building
“Washington, DC 20515
DC phone 202/225-6316 = fax 2254975
www.house.gov/wilsonf

20 First Plaza N, Suite 603
Albuquerque, NM 87102
Abyg. phone 505/346-6781 + fax 345-6723

U.5. Representative Steve Peacce
408 Longworth
Washington, DC 20515
DC phene 202/225-2365 « fax 2259599

400 Nerth Telshore, Suite E
Las Cruces, NM 88011
LC phone 505/522-2219 « fax 522-3099

New Mexico Gevemnor Bill Richardson
State Capitol, Reom 400
Sanra Fe, NM 87501
505/827-3000

New Mexico State Legislature
Legal Council Services
505/986-4600

New Mexico State Senators
Senate Chicf Clerk’s Office
S505/986-4714

New Mexico State Represeatatives
House Chicf Clerk’s Office
0519864751
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A Note From the Chair

s ] write this, ] am preparing for anether
224-mile whitewater rafting trip down
the Grand Canyon with only some 80 rapids 1w
worry about. Jim McCarthy, Chair of the Grand
Canyen Chapter (Arizona) of the

Mary Wiper from national Club staff for their
instrumensal assistance. This spicit of environ-
mental comradeskip, with a minimum of that
old personal competitiveness, over such long dis-
tances has make this position very

Sicrra Club, has been kind enough
to invite this duffer along on his
pertmit, {These days, one must wait
some 20 yeats o obtain a privatc
river permit} At my 2ge, 1 don't
even apply-—The Grand is not
wheclchair-accessible.

Just for 2 moment, Jet me
comment that, as I seview this past
year’s accomplishrments, there are
twa things that stand out. First, we
have undertaken a more cquitable
dispersion of Chapter and Group
leadership authority throughout
our regien of New Mexico and west Texas.

As 2 result, our Groups are now working (as we
reviewed in the September/October 2003 issue of
the Siernan), on their projects with largely unpree-
edented financial support from the Chapier. My
thanks particularly to the Chapter leadership—
Dor Dearholt {Las Cruses), Vice Chair {who is
now, unfortunacely, on 2 medical sabbacical—lec
us pray for his speedy recovery); Laurence Gibson
(E] Paso), Secretary; and Blair Brown {Albuguer-
“quel; Treasiver Thinks ilso o Lawsan Eegate and

rewarding. True environmental col-
Izboration is rater than it should
be, even among like-minded
people, and was great to behold.

I plan 1o be visiting again: El Paso,
Las Cruces, and Albuquerque

upot: my recurn from the Grand,

Welve put some great news right
up front this time: with bipartisan
support that reflects remarkably
broad-based citizen support, we
have an Ojiro Wilderness bill
introduced in both the U.S. House
and Senate. Just say “Yes™! And let's
say Tlnnks to all of themn while we're at il

The fact that you sent four letters to the
cditor for this issuc {pages 4 and 15) suggests to
us that you're reading this newsletter, thinking on
your feet, sensing the value of sharing your idcas,
and recognizing that the Siernen is 2 good way to
reach seme 6,500 houscholds in the Rio Grande

watershed. Great! Thanks fer stepping up o the

plate! Keep up the good wark—and register to

vote by December 13 (sce paeg. ) e .
—Dong Frser

Susan Martin Knows That We Each Make a Difference

‘ou could say that the Sierra Club is in Susan’s

bloed. Her Calorade-born grandfather had
moved fo the Sierras to explore thae landscape,
and Susan has been a Club mmber

New Mexico Environment Drepartment, where
she headed its legislative cfforts.

Susan is the chair of the North-
ern New Mexico Group's Delitical

since college at UC-San Dicgo,
when she worked for a summer
as 2 Yolunreer in Pade {VIP) at
Olympic National Pask in the
Hoh Rain Forest.

During law scheol at UC-
Becleeley, Susan was an editor of
the Evology Law Qrarterlyand
worked during summers at the
Energy and Commerce Committee
of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, This opportunity ted to her
appointment as counscl to the committee, where
she organized the first cangressional hearings on
acid rain. These efferts derailed an attemps o pass
enesgy legislation that would have increased coal
cmissions by Midwest ucilities that were prime
contributors to acid rain in Canada and New
England.

Susan lef: Congyress to join Natural Resources
Defense Council, where she, along with the Sierra
Club, lobbied to protect the EPA from crippling
budget cuts planned by the Reagan Administra-
ton.

When Susan moved to Sanm Fe, she became
the research director for Western Neework and
co-authored “Wesiern Water Flows to the Cities.”
Her next position was planner director at the

Committee, which has been active
and effective in getting environ-
mentally responsive city councilors
and county commissioners elected.
“This is the time when Sierra Club
members can have a positive influ-
ence on who is elecred ro serve
them locally, natlonally, and on
the staze level. It is vital that we
register to vote, talk to our fricnds
about candidates who have good
records protecting our environ-
ment, and help in campaigns of efficials who
have kept their promises on Siexra Club issues.”
Research from the last election has shown thac ex-
pensive TV ads in the last moments of an clection
become a blur te votears, and that veters are most
influenced by ralking with their neighbors and
friends. “We in the Sierra Club can have a posi-
tive impact on this next clection cycle by relying
on the strength of our relationships with ethers.”

—Sutsan Martin

Sresan Martin is & member of the Chapter
Exective Comntittee and the Executive Commuttee
of the Northern New Mexico Gronp. She is also the
elected delegate to the Council of Club Leaders.
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It's Time for Progressives to Draft a Comprehensive Energy Bill

Dear Editor,

Thc September/October Sierran paints out thar the 1.5, Congress just
passed energy bills supported by the ¢il and coal industry. Worse,
Democracs prosented encrgy bills only marginally better. Energy legislation is
the most imporrant issuc facing Americans roday, since it deals directly with
worsening global warming and our distarted foreign policy that protects our
oil addiction. Politicians are behaving poorly en encrgy issues because they
lack strong leadership from the public.

Groups like the Racky Mountain Institute, the Natural Resources Defense
Council, and Sierra Club offer a different energy future, Yet even good people
like Senator Bingaman are not getting the message and continue to work
against the pubfic interest.

Corporate cnergy interests are ever-present on Capitol Hill, writing checks,
distributing infotmation, and writing legislation. Industry lobbyists arc
helped by an administrasion drawn from the oil industry.

Pechaps our message is lost on Capitol Hill because we lack a clear geal on
energy issucs. We talk about “sustainable energy,” but how many of us really
understand sustainability and what alternative rechnologies we have for realis-
tically replacing carhon and nuclear power sources? Do we have a scientifically
based, comprehensive cnergy policy to offer Senator Bingaman and othess as
2 workable alternative to big oil, big coal, and big war? Do we understand
giobal warming and the need to immediately reduce our carbon dioxide
output by 70% to stop this disastrous reality?

With American Middle East policy driven by our reliance on that tegion's
oil, with Congress poised to apen critical lands in Alaska and the West 1o oil
development, with America supporting repressive regimes in Africa and South

America to gain access to oil, the energy Issue demands understanding from
everyone. In New Mexico and much of the rest of the country, we rely on
coal pawer that fuels global warming, spews mercury and uranivm into the
atmosphere, and gers its raw material from strip mines on Navajo lands.

Let us present 1o Senaror Bingaman and ethers an achievable encrgy
package that saves the carsh from carbon energy. We must:

+ acknowledge that oil is too valuable to burn and that future generations

will need it morc than we do;

« promote decentralized electrical generation—using wind, solar, fuet cell,
biomass generation and above all, conservation—as we phase our carbon
technologies;
cecopaize the shortcomings of soft-energy technology, and dedicate
resoutces such as LANL to improving sustainable energy technology
as 2 matter of national sccurity; and
devise a transporzation plan chat moves cars rapidly away from any
peszoleum consumption (including petroleum-powered fuel cells) with
government-sponsorcd research and strong incentives for auto makers,
while we boost public transiz, especially raitroads for maving people

and fieight.

-

A troly new energy policy will be the core of a new cconomic and industrial
cra for the United States—one thar may even approach sustainability in many
ways, and one that moves us away from militarism and global warming.

—Tom Ribe

BO. Bax 31151
Santa Fe, NM 87594
D82-4464

Hydrogen |s Promising, Even if It Is Only an Energy Carrier

Dezr Editor,

I am writing in response to Mark Sardelle’s arcicle about the hydragen
cconomy in the July/August 2003 cdition of the Rio Grande Sierran. Before
reading this article, I did not know thas the hydragen used in a H-fuel cell is
an energy casrier, rather than an energy souree, like gasoline. 1 did nor under-
stand that the hydrogen would have to be generated using a quantity of
energy about equat to what it would carry.

Upon further research, [ have learned thar these facts do not deburk the
promisc of hydrogen fucl cclls as your article claimed.

Transportation is onc importane and developing use of hydrogen fuel cells.
These cells can be used to power vehicles without poliution. First, as your
ardcle explained, energy must be put into them in the form of compressed
hydrogen gas. Contrary to one of your assumptions, this hydrogen can be
produced lacally, where it is needed and will not require significant transpor-
tation as fossil fucls do. In fact, it is very possible that today’s gaseline stations
may soon be tansformed into hydrogen-fixing and -filling srations. The

crugial problem is the source of this initial encrgy input, which can be gener-
ated from any rumber of sources inchuding the environmentally damaging
sources its common use today. This encrgy could also be generated usin
‘much safer refiewable energies incliding wind, sola, and biomass sourcos.
When this encrgy is gencrated through a nonpolluting source and then used-
to fuel such devices as cars through hydragen fuel cells, it becomes possible to
drive cars without polluring, The promise of the hydrogen fuel cells is as one
crucial picce in a potentially pollutien-free energy system. This is why so
many scientists, cngincers, enviranmentalists, and forward thinkess are ex-
cited.

Mr. Sardella’s stociometry is correcr that hydrogen is an energy carricr.
However, it is incorrect to discount its potential role in an energy cconomy
that can be nonpoliuting, renewable, and locally based.

—fennifer Caron
Jerm@uges.calteeh.edn
HCR 1, Box 3, Sufte 102
Los Alwnes, NM 87544

Hydrogen Fuel and the Fall from High-Quality Fuels: A Response from the Author

Dear jennifer,

hanks for your letter, and for this opportunity to go deeper into the
cnergy debate.

My Hydrogen Hallucination anticle was aimed at clearing up a widespread
misunderstanding 2bout hydrogen, particularly about what it can and can't do
for us. 1 frequently hear claims that hydrogen will “replace” petroleum, and
1 worry thas we've lost sight of the significance of having vast reserves of
casily tapped energy resources. Hydrogen is mercly a fusel, capable of storing
energy—it is not an energy resource. As such, it cannot relicve our depen-
dence on encrgy resources, nor can it atleviate the very serious probiem of
encrgy resoucce degradation that I discussed in the article.

Your obscrvation that hydrogen could cnable flexibilicy in the sclection of
energy resources used for rransportation is 2 good one, buticisa mistake ta
therefore conclude thar generating hydrogen with renewable cnergy solves our
energy problem. Pecroleum is a very bigh guality energy resource, meaning
thar oaly 2 small investment of energy is needed ta produce an enormous
amount of highly useful encrgy, in this case in the form of gasoline. Your
suggested scenario—in which renewable energy is harnessed, then used to
generate hydrogen, which is then run through a fuel cell, producing clectricity

to drive an elecrsic motor, which drives the car—requires a comparatively
lacge investment of encrgy per unit of useful energy delivered. Renewable
energy technologics always tend to be lower in quality than fossil-energy
technologias, bu adding the hydrogen step and the fuel-cell step reduces
the quality even further.

The problem with advocating a shift to cnergy technologies that are so
much lower in quality is thac this translates directly inte a reduction in the
amount of energy available 1o run the economy. This, at a time when the rap-
idly declining quality of our oil and gas resources is already crenting tremen-
dous cconomic difficultiest The once-legendary “gusher wells” of East Texas
are long gone—now we comb the deep oceans with 3-D visuafization tech-
nology, looking for tiny pockets of oif thar must be tediously extracted and
shipped 10 distant markets. Preduction from U.S. natural gas wells is mean-
while dropping se rapidly that we are contemplating 1 ten-year, 520 billion,
3,500-mile pipeline o Alaska 1o bring back 2 year-and-a-half supply of
narnral gas. Oif and gas have both fallen into such shorc supply that energy
markets have gone unsrable, driving up prices and worsening our precatious
economic situation,

(continued on the next page)
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Under the Energy Bill, This Land Will No Longer Be Our Land

he Energy Bill now in canference wilt puc
the oil and gas industry in chacge of our
western public lands-—with devastating
resufts for some of our most stunning western land-
scapés. Bven though tens of milliens of acres of
publicTland are atready open to highly profitable oil
and gas exploration and development, proponents of
the bill's ail and gas title want 1o:
* exempt the industry from key environmental
laws, and
» fast-rrack new drilling projects in sensitive areas
including proposed wilderness areas, areas with
Native American cultural and spiritual impor-
tance, and arcas with strong connections o
local rural and agricultural communiries.
Here arc the tap ten reasons why, under the oil and
gas title, lands belonging to all Americans will no
langer be managed for alt Americans.

1. We'll all have to trust the oil and gas industry to
safepuard drinking warer supplics, because the
use of drilling fluids would be exempt from the
Safe Drinking Water Act. Drinking water may
no longer be clean, and westeeners and visitors
may be forced to buy bottled warer,

2. At risk: your favorite fishing spots. The con-
struction of il and gas drilling pads, roads,
pipeline corridors and other infrastructure would
be exempt from the Clean Water Act. In effecs,
the oil and gas industzy would be given carre
blanche to poliute western streams and rivers.

3. The deer and especially the ancelope may no
longer play in many places througheut the West,
including Wyoming’s Red Desert, which more
than 50,000 pronghorn antelope call home
during the wincer, Why? Because _thc bill will

weaken protections for wildlife. Industry wanzs
10 turn the Red Desert into 2 vast oil and gas
industrial zone.

4. Great birding opportunitics like those in New
Mexico's Otero Mesa will decrease as the encrgy
bill speeds transformatien of this beautiful
Chihuahuan desert arez and other western
wildlands into an industrial complex of roads,
pipclines, scorage tanks, and drill pads by
wealcening environmental protections.

5. Energy projects on American Indian rescrvations
wilt no longer have te comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), The bill wili
strip tribal membets and ether Americans of the
right to review, comment, and challenge energy
projects propased on tribal fands. The bill will
also relieve the federal government of its trust
duty to analyze impacts to cultural resources,

6. Ranchers and landowners wha own “split-estate”
lands would not be protected from damage
caused by oil and gas development. In addiden,
the bill wauld give federal regulators broad
authority ta candemn private property for trans-
mission lines, allowing energy companies to
circumvent landowner protections in some
states, including rights to fair market value
for condemned land.

7. Can you say “Jackpor for industry”™? The energy
bill will give huge benefits to energy companies,
including, at last count:

* tax credits for coalbed methane drilling
ar a cost of more than $2.9 billion;

+ anadditienal $7.3 billien in tax credits o
industry; and

+ $100 million to gas producers to encourage
coalbed methane development, even though
the industry is aleeady incredibiy profitable
and weli established.

8. You may ne longer be able to see the beanty of
Utalts tedrock wilderress or Colorado’s canyon
country, as oil znd gas development activities
pollute crystalline air and cause a host of other
damages to sensitive lands that ate home 1o
cendangered species and importane historical
sites.

9. Wildlife viewing and hunting opporrunities will
be reduced as habitat is lest to increased devel-
opment. The areas tasgered for drilling now sup-
pozt 737 rare and vulnerable specics, including
75 species listed as threatened or endangered
such as grizzly bear, wolves, and prairie dogs.

. The prime nesting habitac for the prized Black
brant goose and many other waterfowl in
Alaska’s National Petroleum Rescrve—the cridi-
cal Teshekpule Lake region—is targeted for oil
drilling. Also at risk are moose, caribou, brown
bears, wolves, hawks, polar bears, beluga whales,
and threatencd ciders. The energy bill seeks o
Jeasc this wild area of the western Arctic at fire-
sale prices without regard for wildlife, native
hunting and fishing, water quality, or other
non-commercial values.

Fer more information, contact Sterra Club
Associate Representative Mary Wiper in Albuquer-
que (2437767, mary.wipet@sicrraclub.org) or
see the Sicrra Club web site (wwavsierractub.org).

Mary Wiper

New Mexrco s Own Wind Farm Is on Lme

choose electricity generated by New Mexico's

winds, The Wind Encrgy Center in castern New
Mexico has 136 rurbines which can generate 204
megawaus of powcr at wind speeds of 8-50 mph for
a toral annual output of 594,000 megawart hours
(sce July/August 2003 Sierres). Only two existing
wind Facificies in the United States are farger in terms
of output.

Home and small business custormers can choose to

participate in one of two ways:

+ Purchase “blocks” of 100 ldlowatt hours of
clectricity at a rate that is $1.80 per month
more than the standard rate (approximacely
$9.00-$9.50), up to 9056 of your minimum
monthly usage during the previous 12 months.
The average home customer will be able ©o

Ifyuu are a PNM customer®, you can now

* PNM retail avea reaches from Belew novehh to Santa
Fe, plus Clayton and Deming.

purchasc up o f'our blo:ks wln]c thc avcragc
small business customer will be able o pun:hnsc
up to 13 blocks.

Subscribe for 90% of your monthly electric
consumption, meaning thar your additional
menthly billing amount will depend on your
actual usage.

Wind-generated energy is not actually segrepaced
from coal generated cnergy in New Mexico. Never-
theless, “purchasing” wind energy sends 2 message
te PNM about our commitment to clean energy.

If you want to participate, call PNM (800/687-
7854; 246-5700 in Albuguerque), visit a PNM
office, return the coupon in your October PNM bill,
ar register enline (wwawv.pnm.com/customers/sky._,
blue.him). By the way, when [ signed up, [ identified
mysclf as a Sierra Club member.

For mere information, contzct Gwen Watdwell,
Rio Grande Chapter Legislative/Folitical Chair,
in Santa Fe (sce Masthead, page 2).

—Green Wardwell

The Limits of HydiroQen fontinued from the previous page}

We clearly need to embrace renewable enetgy tech-
nologies, bus we must consider our energy predica-
ment and go about it strategically. We should begin
by cvaluating cur vulnerabilitics, and then employ
the most powerful tools we have to protect oursclves.
Given the seriousness of the situarion, [ believe zn
ali-our effore to increase energy cfficiency using
current, proven technologies is warranted. Nexy, we
should invest heavily in the highest quality renewable
technelogies available, including wind and biomass
energy from waste stecams such as forest thinnings,
municipal solid waste, and landfili waste. But with
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an cconomy already suffering the effects of cnergy
resource degradation, focusing on a low-quality,
future technology that would necessitate replacement
of our entire transportation fleet and much of its
ipfrastructure, simply doesnt make sense,

Thanks for your interest in solving our enezgy
probiem, and 1 hope you will centinue your cfforts
to bring abour z safe, clean energy furure.
—Mark Sardefle
Tesuque, NM
msardella@localenergy.org

~ Take Action!
_ Please Oppose the Energy.
BiII’siPUinc Lands Give-Away

Scna rs Domenici and Bingamao
positiontoithe current: .. -

Is Global Warming
Too Hot To Handle?

7-8 November 2003 « Albuquerque

This participatoty confercice on global
warming is bringing together people of
faith, public-interest advocates, and seace
policy makess:
+ 10 explore global warming policy
fram the perspective of values, and
* to discuss values-based energy principles
for the New Mexico Sustainable Encegy
Campaign.

Speakers from Physicians for Social Respon-
sibility, Natural Resources Defense Council’s
Climate Center, Southwest Encrgy Efficiency
Project, Coalition for Clear Affordable
Energy, Univ. of Northern Arizona {cnviron-
mental ethics); Univ. of Arizond’s Insticuze for
the Study of Planct Earth, the New Commu-
nity Project, and Spirituality at Work.

For more information, contact the NM
Council of Chutches in Albuquerque (255-
1509; swww.nmchurches.org/globalwarning).
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Collaboration Yields Rio Grande Outstanding Natural Area Act

he windswept mesa is studded with fragrane

sage cropped by the harsh conditions of high

aititude deseee heat and winzers freezing
temperatures. The sparse soil scttles in che eracks and
erevices of the basalr canyon landscape to provide
slight purchase for the lichen and chamisa. Rartle-
snake dens rest cool beneath the rock in summer,
and winter sun lends hear during hibernation. The
colorful bull snake winds itselfin the shade of rabbit-
brush and the wind howls aver this land of staunch
solitude.

Beneath the antelope and mule deer mesa falls
the Rio Grande canyen, richly green, in the narrow
riparian zone. The occasional
Black Bear trundles down
the winding canyon path for
a drink and to cool off beside
the siver. Above, sailing on
the theemat biuc skies, are
Peregrine Falcon and Golden
Eagle cager in hunt for mice
and kangaroo rats, Theie
cties againse che quiet belie
their aeries tucked in the
canyon wall.

A few rugged individuals
make the Rio Grande canyon their home. Without
available power lises and utility conveniences, they
rely upon wind and solar power for electricity, These
are quiet, reclusive peaple who would rather nor
have neighbors closer than rwe or three miles. How-
ever, this Jand is for sale, and buyers from as far as
Japan and Germany purchase lots unseen from real
estate developers sefling the idea of mounrains that
one can view in the distance. Many of these lots are
offered for sale for unpaid back rases. The more thac
people set up housckeeping in chis wild land, the

more the wildiife, sparsc vegetation, and raprors = =

are endangered.

In 1998, the Bureau of Land Management {BLM)
compieted a study of the Rie Grande corridor
from cight mifes north of the Colorado-New Mexico
state line to Velarde, New Mexico. The study con-
firmed that the BLM lands qualified for wilderness
status. With public lands management under new
scrutiny; the San Luis Valley (SLV) Ecosystemn
Council, a focal environmental group, had joined
the study team. The possibility of a Wild znd Scenic
designarion in the Rio Grande canyon concerned the
water users upstream of the asea in the San Luis Val-
ley. Due to Rio Grande Compact obligations already
in place, the Rio Grande Warter Conservation Dis-
tricz {(RGWCD) jeined with the SLV Ecosystem
Council to investigate other options to prorecr this

fragile and remote landscape and river corridor thar
did et put federal demands on an already overtaxed
water system.

David Robbins, atterney for the RGWCD, and
Mary Anr DeBoer, exceutive director of SLV Ecosys-
tem Council at that time, along with many other
stakcholders, began negosiztions on eptions that
would not create 2 Federal Reserve water right in the
Rie Grande corridor. They found that designation
as an Qutstanding Natural Area (ONA) would offer
protecrion without involdng Federal Rescrve warter
sights that would come with a Wild and Scenic
designarion. A draft of the Rio Grarde ONA legisla-

“There are absolutely no federal takings involved,
and any participation of landowners is fully a volunteer effort
The Act demonstrates a long-term relationship
among stakeholders in the San Luis Valley
and their amazing ability to come to the table

to discuss the needs of all ., .. ."

tion was completed in 1999 and was introduced

in the U.S, Senate in July 2003 by Senator Ben
Nighthorse Campbell. This demanstrates a carcful
process underraken collaboratively among water
users, federal and state agencies, eavironmental and
public interests.

he Rio Grande and its mributaries begin at the

Continental Divide in the San Juan Meuntains
atan elevation of over 12,000 feet and flow into the
San Luis Valley. The protection of the area below the

cities:and farms of the' San“Luis Valley'is importane, 55

not only 1o the people of the valley, but o all who
cherish wild and semote places such as the Rio
Grande corridor. The Act will preserve and protect
the Area for its unique scientific, educational and
environsmental values; scenic beaury; cuftural sites;
and habitacs of varied species of raprors, other bisds,
mammals, repiiles and amphibians. Archeological
sites here dare o the Paleo-fndian and nomadic
bands of Ute and Apache.

The Rie Grande ONA censists of approximasely
10,656 acres extending for a distance of 33,3 miles
along the Rio Grande in southern Colorado from
the Alamosa Wildlife Refuge to the Colorado-New
Mexico State line. The boundary encompasses the
Rio Grande and its adjacent riparian areas. About
2,771 acres are managed by BLM and 7,885 =cres
ate privately owned, The Jandowners arc in agree-

‘and“warer useis Within Colorad o THEE thiatiges Hee ™

ment that this land needs protection and have the
opporunity to engage in the management planning
process as part of the Commission ser up within che
ONA Act. There are absoluely no federal takings in-
volved, and any participacion of landowners is fully a
volunteer effort.

The Commission consists of nine members
including:

* a BLM representarive,
* the manager of the Alamosa Wildlife Refuge
(U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service);
= a Colozado Division of Wildlife represcntative;
* arepresentative from the Colorado Division of
Water Resources, which is
responsible for the Rio
Grande drainage;
a Rio Grande Water
Conservazion District
representative; and
* four individuals represent-
ing the general public who
are citizens of the Stare and
the local region {two o
TEpresciit non-governmen-
tal agricultural interests,
and two ro represent
non-governmental environmeneal incerests).
W felt that & management plar could be devised 1o
meet the varied needs of the Area with a commission
well practiced in the collzborative process.

The Act climinates opportunitics to construct
water storage Fcilities, mining aperarions, and calls
for a reduction or climination of roads and moror-
ized vebicles on public Jands. Any changes in stream
Row regime benefichat to the Area can be accommo-
dated through negotiations with the State of Colo-
rado, the Rio Grande Warer Conservation Distrier,

PR

encouraged, but may not be imposed as a require-
ment. The Act may include language o provide for
the Land and Water Trust ro purchase water from
willing sellers and donate it to the Colorado Water
Conservation Board to meet future in stream flow
needs wichin the Area.

We are still awaiting final wording and passage of
the legislation. The Act demonstrates 2 fong-term
relationship among stakeholders in the San Luis
Valley and their amazing ability 1o come to the rable
10 discuss the needs of all, including the needs of
the Rio Grande and her natural inhabicants.

For more information, contace Kate Doyle in
Del Norte, CC (patsykate@Fone.ner).

—~Kate Dople

’'m Buying More Organic Food—Take the Pledge

te biotech companies and supermarkets
Alistcning to their customers? When was the

last time you told them of your concerns?
Whar are effective ways of being heard? Tierra Azul
has begun gathering data abour the amount of
money people spend on sustainable agriculture, such
as buying organic or supporting small farms. When
you pledge your suppert, you are saying you will, in
a substandial way, nor support genetically engineered
foods and non-sustainable growing practices.

Here's how it works. On the personal pledge sheet,
you estimate the amount you spend monthly on
organic foods, and the Tierra Azul Coalitien
compiles the information. {We hope to reach the
$100,000 in November 2003.) Afier reaching the
$100,000 goal, we'll send letters to biotech firns and
supermarket chains to notify them of the amouns,

6 Rio GRANDE SIERRAN

" No G_i'V'IO.s:_
A Personal Pledge

[yarr namie] make a pessonal commitment
to significancly decrease consumption of
foods contining GMOs [genctecially modi-
fied organisms] unzil meaningful rescareh has
taken place. I believe thar, by doing this, I can
help educate people about this fssug and
counter poreatial health-and environment-
.rclatcd pmblcms suggcstcd b_v currenr’ ol
“research. My action will also serve to notify
“the mdustry thac] support the labelmg nf
GMO foods :

These firns are putting profits before human values,
and this is a concrete way of letting them know that
we want safe, affordable food and that the majer
amount of our foed dallars will go toward sustain-
able practices.

[Fyeu'd like a personal pledge sheert for individuals
or for members of your organization, please contact
us (tierraaznlprojects@hommail.com). You can also
sige: the pledge or pick up pledge sheets ar La
Montanita Food Co-op ot the Economic Justice
Cenrer in Albuquerque,

On the Road with a Film: Global Banguet
Look for the nexe film in our Tierra Azul Projects
public filin series about food and genetie engincer-
ing, Global Bangnet, showing 18 November 2003 ac
(eontinted ont page 15)
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[l mecting arc held in the upstairs meeting
rooms in the Mesa Pablic Library at 7:00m
and are open to the public. General meetings ate on
the first Wednesday of each month; Conservation
and Execucive Commirtees hold a combined meeting
or the second Wednesday.

DECEMBER 3
TWEETH BLANCETT PRESENTS?

RancHERrs ANP PRIELERS FACE OFF
IN THE $aN Juan Basiv

weeti Blancett is 2 rancher, capitalist,

Republican, and, in 2000, was a Bush
supporter. $he is also the rancher who last
year organized other ranchers and smkehold-
! ers in the battle against Big Qil’s exploiration

of the San Juan Basin. She will speak on: the

environmental impacts to both the natural
resources and the ranching community in
the Farmington area. Please join us with your
questions and comments, as she discusses her
struggle to get ConocoPhillips, El Paso Natu-- -
tal Gas, and Burlington Resources to repair
the damage their oil cxplotation has caused
to the high-desert plateau her husband’s
family has ranched for eight generations.

he Pajarito Group follows local environmeneal

and political issues. We invite members 1o
become inveolved in areas of personal concern. Please
contact the ExCom members with your interests or
concerns.

One of our most impettant areas of concern is the
Valles Caldera National Preserve (the Preserve, or the
Trust, which adménisters the Preserve: see Sepgem-
ber/Qctober 2003 Sierran). We have members on the
Valics Caldera Coalition, a nen-profit arganization
which advises and assists the Trust on issues of con-
cern and policy regarding the Presesrve. For more
information, contact Carole Jacobson (672-9579;
carole.jacobson@ztt.net).

his is 2 reminder to for members of the Pajarito

Group to please respond to the special mail-out
bailots, and to vote in the up-coming Sierra Club
clection at the Gronp and Chaprer levels {see article
page 15). The Pajarito Group has a candidare
running at the Chaprer level.

Group candidates:

* Jody Benson

= llse Bleck

*+ Carole Jacobson, and
Knn Manlcy

Januany 2004
Thcrc will bc no mcctmg of the Pnjamo

.'C:u'ole GnPﬂths _}am!.vsun,

camle Jacnbsun@att net 572 9579 .
: llse Blecki, Vice C'im:r d" C'."mprrr Repll- 0

zblctk@ya.lwo com ‘ 662—2368
o 6:62_-6'_'1_63_

perglcr@att ner

Abc]acubsun, Fore:!;MImmg/Polmm! :
abe. )acubson@att net i |

_Mat]ohansen, Genetic Eng:mrrmg : i
m]uh‘apsen@lanl gov 6629763

I[se and R'uner Bieck Ourmgr Co—Ct’mrs
Lbleck@ynhcu com s o B6ZA 2363

]nm:: Gerwm. EWI.‘er

gerwm@]osalamos com . . 66_2—_95@'3.'
Jody Bensorn, Perim.gf.fSprdw! o
bcnsonj@lani gov o 662-4782

Tosition vacant, W'c[lmmrer
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Chapter Executive Committe Candldate

:::from:the Pajarito Group:

Ilsv; Blccl_ {see page 3, Scp:cmben’ Octobcr 2003

Urge Sen. Domenici to Protect Otero Mesa

he Greater Otero Mesa on New Mexice's
E southern border with Texas encompasses
moze than 1.2 million acres. This vast and ~
complex Chihuahuan Deserc Grassland is home to
many specics of wildlife and native plants, as well as
to independent cattle ranches that have been in
aperation for generations.

Islands of rolling hills filled with unusual cactus,
native grasses, and great rack forzzations tise from
this rare Chihuahuan black-grama-grass desert, This
arca is a crucial wintering ground for migrating song-
birds. Baird's and Cassin's sparrows, Sprague’s pipits,
long-billed curlews, western burrowing owls, and
raptors such as the ferruginous hawlk use this

_undevcloped open space as a sancruary against the

sprawl and pollution that seriously effect their
‘numbers in other parts of the counzry.

: Along with rare biota, Grero Mesa harbors ancient
petroglyphs and picrographs on walls and boulders
of its remose caves and mountainsides, Images of
bighorn sheep and bison on outcrops and rock
middens are evidence of the Apache tribes who came
to hunt, harvest agave, and collecs medicinal plants.
The nearby Mescalero Apache sill recurn cach spring
to harvest agave,

The Yates Perroleum Company, New Mexico's
oldesc oil company owned by one of its wealthicst
families, is pushing aggtessively te drill this area.
This is the company tha, in 1982, illegally bull-
dozed a read into the Salt Creek Wilderness near

Friday-Sunday, November 28-30 » Bosque del
Apache Birding/Camping Weckend—Enjoy your
Thanksgiving dinner on Thursday, 2nd then join
us on Friday for a weekend of cumping and
birding in the Bosque del Apache National Wild-
life Refisge. We will stay ar the Riverside Group
Campground near the southeast corner of the Pre-
serve (sec map 2 at www.fricndsofthebosque.org/
map-html). if you're lost, ask at the gate. (Others
can arrange for lodging in nearby Socorro.)

Bring your family and fricnds to view and fearn
about thousands of Canada geese, sandhill cranes
and ducks that migrate to the Bosque for the
winter each year. Knowledgeable birders aze always
welcome, Please register in advance by contacting
Rainer and llse Bleck (662-2368; ibleck@yahao.
cormn).

Saturday, January 10, 2004 » Cumbres Pass Ski
and Snowshoe Tour—Moderately strenuous trek
at altitudes from 10,000-11,600". Contact Abe
Jacobson {672-9579; abe jacobson@atr.ner).

For more outings in the area, see pages 8-9.

o still have an epening for Webmerster. ,
The web page is already beautiful {hup: i
-nogmndc smrr:}club ;org! pajarito/}; Allyou would

e To d61s 1o Keep it ipdated with articles'and ¥
issues, Please centact Catele Griffiths Jacobson

- (672-9579; carole. jacobson@att.net}, if you would

J:kc to-volunteer to contribute your talents, i e

Roswell. Orly after many rounds of legal wrangling
did Yates rémovc its well'under court order.

Two years ago, the New Mcgica Wilderncss Alli-
ance inventoried the Greater Qtcro Mesa Arcaznd
discovered that it had the largest remaining wilder-
ness porential in New Mexico, with mote than
500,000 acres of roadless lands. As NMSU Professor
Emeritus Walter Whitford has said, “If oil and gas
development occuss ir Otero Mesa, che area can
never be restored.” The combination of shallow soils
and fittle rain make restoration ncazly impossible.

Governor Bill Richardson has made protection of
Otere Mesa a prioricy—he even met personally in
Washington, D.C. with then-Interior Secretary Gale
Notton to make his case. Yet despite its value as one
of the United Starc’s two remaining wild grasslands,
with all its irreplaceable habitat and eultural sices,
the Bush Administration has slated Orero Mesa for
full-scale oil and gas development.

The Ozcro Mesa Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) is due out in December 2003. This assessment
process was taken out of the hands of New Mexicans
and is, instead, being written in Wyoming—Dick
Cheney's home state and one in which ol develop-
iment has few restrictions. Directives are coming
seraight from Washington, D.C. At this point,
Senator Domenici is the kingpin. He needs 1o hear
what we want (sce contact infermation, page 3).

weStephen Capra
Associate Director, Netw Mexico Wilderness Alfiance
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Tuesday, November 18, 7 PM

NUCLEAR WEAPQONS IN NEW MEXICO
And Their Waste Cycle

Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety (CCNS) will speak with the
Sierra Club about nuclear weapons and their waste cycle in New Mexico. Joni
Arends, co-founder and Exccutive Director of CCNS, will address uranium
mining and milling, plans for a uranium enrichment facility near Habbs,
nuclear weapons activities at the national Jaboratorics, and waste gencration
and storage and final disposal at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant.

Joni will focus on Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), its role in the
nuclear weapons complex and its impacts to public hoalth and the environment,
She will preseat information about CCNS's Rio Grande ‘Watershed Initiative,
which has establisled citizen monitoring of the Rio Grande below LANL.

Membership meetings are held at
the Unitarian Church 167 W. Barcelona St
(between Galisteo and Don Gaspar).

GROUP NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT

PLEASE CONTACT any member of the nominating committes to
voice your interest in ruaning for the Northern Group Excom by November
14 (sce article elsewhere in this newsletter for petition instructions). John
Buchser, chair, Lionel Soracco and Kay Carlson (see contact info below)
Mentbers Nominated for the four available positions:

Saturday, December 13, 6 to 9 PM

ANNUAL HOLIDAY POTLUCK PARTY
The Commons
2300 West Alameda, comer of Camino Carlos Real

Once again we will meet for our lively holiday get-together, This is a preat
time to meet new friends and re-connect with old ones!

Please bring about cight servings wordh of food - appetizer, salad,
casserole, veggie, meat dish, breads, desserl — or wine, beer, fruit juice and soft
drinks if you prefer not to cook. Dishes are provided, and a refrigerator and
stove are availabic for warming.

Qur afier-dinner program will be a slide show by Lucion Niemeyer, well-
known professional photographer who now lives in Santa Fe. He will
concenirate on New Mexico images, including those in two books: New
Mexico and Desert Wetlands, which wiH be published in 2004 and may be
available for purchase and signing at the meeting. He exhibits at FackRabbit
Fine Art Gallery, 229A fohnson Street.

We will alse be auctioning off beautifl prints by the tale Carolya Keskulla,

Hope to see you therct

All meetings, outings, and activities are FREE and open to the public.
Northern New Mexico Group of the Qierra Club
621 0Old anta Fe Trail, Plaza 621. Quite 10, Canta Fe. NM 87505

505 . 983.2703

Linda Buchser Greg Lower Nornia McCallan *
Nelson Denman Paul Paryski * Tulia Takahshi
Gwen Wardwell * Incumbent

FROM THE CEBAIR Jan Kindel

In early September [ participated in a national Sicrra Club training for
Lralners Course on Undcrsumdmg, Preventing and Coping with Conflict,
Thirty volunteers from all over the country ‘converged on Denver for this
opportunity and have committed to provide the training at teast three times
during the next two years on an as needed/requested basis, The course is
designed for Chapters and Groups that want to communicate more
effectively. It is not intended for those entities in the throes of major conflict
situations. [ learned there is & Sierra Club mediation team available to work
with highly charged groups that are having difficulty moving forward. In
the course | attended we became aware of our own conflict resolution style,
what escalates conflict, and had an overview of the conflict resciution
process. It is impressive to me that the Sicrra Club recognizes the
inflammatory possibilities of the many environmental and politicat issues
that come before us and is ready and willing to provide education to help
make our dialogue more palatable to il concerned.

GROUP COMMITYEE MELTING DATES
Group Lxecutive Committee: Group Conservation Commitice:
Tuesday, December 2, 6:45 PM Tuesday, November 25, 6:45 PM
Tuesday, January 6, 6:45 PM No December meeting

Water Potluck, Wednresdays, 6:30 PM, John Buchser's house (820-0201)}
December 10 January 24

SPECIAL SLIDE SHOW

Naorbert Sperlich will present a slide show witls beautiful pictures of day
hikes with the Sierra Club on Saturday, November 22, from 5-6 PM, at the
Travel Bug, 328 South Guadalupe (at Montezuma).

+ ¢ NORTHERN NEW MEXICO GROUF,

CONSERVATION CHAIR

Although a rather pointed letter was sent to the CED of Sipapu Ski
Resort demanding that all mention of the Sierra. Llub be removed from. theic, .
website and expressing the Group’s opposnmn t0 any expansion ‘of the
resort, there has been no response from their management. The Group bas
provided 2 smali amount of funding For an administrative appeal being
made by the Westem Environmental Law Center and Rio Pueblo/Rio
Embudo Watershed Protection Coalition opposmg the expansion to the
U.S. Forest Service.

The State Water Plan cutminating Town Hall, in which the Chair
participated as a member of the Govemor’s Blue Ribbon Task Force,
produced a consensus white paper deseribing priority actions that should be
included in NMs first State Water Plar. The document can be found at
Ltp:/Awaviv.seo.state. nm.usfwaler-info/NMWaterPlanning/First TownHall. pdf.

The OSE has established a functioning WATERS database using
GIS technology and remote sensing to speed up the water rights
adjudication process, and both LANL and Sandia are developing water
management computer scenario models,

The continuing drouglit will have a large impact on Northem New
Mexico and, accosding to the experts, will result in the loss of up to 80% of
pifions and a significant number of ponderosas.

On Septerber 19, the Mexicano Land Education and Conservation
Trust held its first woskshop with representatives from the lands granis and
the environmental community on Environmental Justice and stewardship in
Northern New Mexican land grant communities. This project is partiaily
funded by the Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. Doug Fraser, Chapter
Chair, and George Grossman, member of the Northem Group ExCom,
attended the workshop and reported that it was & success.

Let’s hope and pray for ample snowpack in the mountains this year.

Paul Paryski

FFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ &

Chair ~ jan Kindel *

Vice«Chair - Barbara Johnson *

Secretary/Treas — Lionel Soracco

Political Commiftee—Susan Modin *

Membership/Activist Outings—~Norma McCallan *

nmecallan@mindspring.com 471-0005
kearlsonwp@earthlink.ner  982-3926

garanda@ensp.com 424-1613
Phone Tree - Berta Hanna 424-1435
Chapter Rep - Doug Fraser * Sraser@ilmmntek.ner 474-7613
* Member of the SF Group Executive Commiltee

Jankindel@acl.com 4T4-T207
lunait3@acl.com 4664335

9836715

smartin@llanlgov 988-5206

Newsletter/Publicity - Kay Carlson
‘Web Master - Gina Aranda

Outinps - Norbert Sperlich
- Tobin Oruch
Conservation - Paul Pagyski *
Mining-ChHIT Larsen *
Water-Jehn Buchser *
National Parlts & Rangelands-Roger Peterson
Carson Nat'l Forest-George Grossman *
Activist Qutings-Morma McCallan *
Eand Use-Eleanor Ei ger e
‘Foxies-Jim Hannan
Genetically Engineered Food-Jim Hannan

4744354

oruch@lanl gov  §20-2844
pparyski@aol.com 992-1984
clarsenI@ix.netcon.com 465-2128
Jbuchser@comeast.net 8200201
rogpele(@aol.com 983-755%
9821024

umccalfmr@mmdspnng com 471-00G5
ger@worldner.attuel 820-6401
Jhannan$03@aol.com 988-5760
Jhanan305@aol.com  988-5760
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famisicy 2004 HAPPY NEW YEAR I

GROUP OUTINGS

November

Easy Walk from Forest Road 79 via Arroyo Hondo 10 Watershed
Boundary, 6 mi. Guest leader Paige Grant, director of SF
Watershed Assoc (820-1696w) will discuss the ongoing forest
thinning project along the fence line to prevent a catastrophic fire
in our city's primary water source. Meet 8:15 AM BLM OFFICE on
Rodeo Road te curpeal. Dogs okay, Bob McKee (471-0005)

Bike Ride Loop up chiseled Cocititi Canyon and down Bland
Canyan, with a stop at the ghost lown of Bland if open. 16 mites
. 3300 pain, and several stream crossings along (mostly) hard-
packed gravel roads with some single track make this a technically
intermediate and moderately sirenuous ride, bul worlh it. Leave
B:00 AM. Must eall Michzel Di Rosa (663-0048 &, 667-0095 w)
Moderate Hike up Adalaya Mountain i town, 7 Mi, 1800° gain,
dops okay. Dan Rusthoi (690-8567)

Easy Birdwatch Walk jointly with Audubon Society, bring
binocufars, Ron Dufly (982-2890)

Easy-Modernte Hike Gail Bryant (1-505-757-66354)

Strenuous Hike Glorieta Baldy and Ghost Town loop, 12 miles,
2800 gain, [airly East pace, Allernative hike if snowpacked.
Tobin Oruch (§20-2844)

EnsyModerate Hike from Mun's Corner along Penstemon Ridpe,
7.5 miles, approx. 00" gain, Moderate pace. Dogs okay. Leave 9
AM. Norma McCallan (471-0005)

Strenuous Hike Queen Mary/Otowl Mesas below Los Alamos,
NM version of Moab slickseck! Appr. 10 mi, 1500° gain, mostly
off-trail, significant rock scrambling and some exposure. Fairly fast
pace. Indian steps ascent optional. Leave 8:30 AM; must reserve
peaple and dogs by 8 PAM night before. Stephen Markowitz
(505.797.5833 stephenmarkowitz@comcast.anet)

Easy Hike Diablo Canyon, 6 miles, 4007, Victor Atyns (438-9434)
Easy Hike to Tent Rocks near Cochiti Pueblo, 2 miles, 354" gain.
Leave 9 AM, dogs okay oa leash, Eliza Schimid (474-5846)
Strenuous Hike San Miguel Ruins in Bandelier, 11 miles, rough
terrain, some off-trail, Norbert Sperlich (474-4354)

Thursday, January I — NEW YEARS DAY

3
4
10
10
1
17
17
18
18
24
25
31
31

Moderate Snowshoe Trin Hike if no snow. Marcia Skillman '

(474.7418)

Easy Hike Cerrillos Hills Park with guest miniag historian Bill
Baxter. Dogs okay with leash. Meet 9:3¢ AM Sierra office or 10
AM Cerriltos Hills Park. Nornra McCaltan (471.0005)

Strenuous Hike near Abiquiv/Sierrn Negra. About 10 mi. RT,
000" gain, all off trail, some steep sections. Leave 8 AM.
Norbert Sperlich {474.4354)

Santg Fe River Cleanup and Vepetation Majntenance Trip 9 AM-
12 noon. John Buchser (820-0201) Sec explanation next column.
Moderate/Strenuous Hike Dogs okay. Tobin Oruch (820.2844)
Ensy Hike Call Gail Bryant (1.505.757.6654)

Moderate Hike in Mortandad Canyon 1o look at pictographs. 6-8
mi. RT, mostly off trail, some rock scrambling. Limit 12, Leave
Santa Fe & AM. Call for meeting place  Michael DiRosa
Eagv_Infermedinte X-Country Ski Trip Hike if no snow. Call
Lionel Soracco (983.6715)

Beginner Snowshoe Quting Call Marcia Skillman (474.7414)
Ensy Hike on Fails Trail {(Bandelier). 5 mi. RT, 700' gain.
Victor Atyas (438.9434)

Easy/Moderate Hike to Tor, volcanic knob in Caja del Rio. 6 mi
RT, some off trai}, dogs okay. Leave 9 AM Bob McKee (471.0005)
Moderate Hike White Rock Canyon, About 800' change. Some
steep sections with poor footing. Leave 8 AM. Call Les Drapela
(438.3306)

Modernte Hike in Ojito Wilderness Study Area. All off trail.
Beautiful badlands scenery. Leave Santa Fe at 7:30 AM, meet
leader at Bernalillo McDonalds 8:15 AM. Stephen Markowiiz
(1.505.797.5833)

Easy Hike Arroyo de Los Chamisos Trail. Dogs okay. Leave
9 AM. Eliza Schmid (474.5846)

Novemser/Decemeer 2003

Sat Sun December

6 Ensy Hike Call for details. Gail Bryant (1.505.757.6654)
] Sirenuous Hike La Bajada to Tetifla Peak. 12 mi, RT, 1700 gain,
nosily off trail, Lve SF 8 AM, meet leader at La Bajada 8:30 AM.
Stephen Markowitz (1.505.797.5833)
7 Moderate Snowshoe Trip Hike if no snow. Marcia Skillman
(474.7414)
13 Santa Fe River Cleanup and Vepotation Maintenance 9AM-12
noon. John Buchser (820-0201) See information below.
13 Intermediate X-Country Ski Trip Hike if no saow. Call Lionzl
Soracco (983.6715)
i3 Strenuous Hike near Los Alamos on Mitchell Trail 10 Guaje
Ridge. 10-12 mi, RT, 1600" gain. Leave SF 8 AM, call for meeting
place with leader. Michael DiRosn {663-0648)
14 Easy/Moderate Hike Hyde Park Circle Trail. Some steep sections.
5 mi. RT, 1000' pain, dogs okay. Elizn Schmid (474.5846)

20 Easy Birdwotch Walk jointly with Audubon Society, bring
bizoculars, Ren Dufly ($52.2896)

20 Moderate Hike to Buckman Mesa/Otowi Peak. Al off traif, some
steep rough sections, & Mi. RT, 100' gain. Norbert Sperlich
(474.4354)

21 Easy Hike Rail Trail, Dogs ckay, leave 9 AM. Eliza Schmid
{474.2844)

21  Strenuous Snowshoe Trip up Ravens Ridge. Hike if no snow.
Leave 8 AM. Call Lester Drapula (438.3306)
27 Easy Hike Nun's Corner Loop, trail conditions permitting. One
steep seclion, dogs ok. Lve %30 AM, Norma McCallan (471.0005)
28 Moderate/Strenuous Hike Dogs okay. Tobin Oruch (820.2844)

ALWAYS:
PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE QUTINGS LEADER PRIOR TOQ
A HIKE FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.
For additional outings in Northern New Mexico,
please check the Pajarite Group page(s) in this newsletter.

o .
SANTA FE RIVER CLEANUP AND VEGETATION MAINTENANCE
}‘? Decernber 13 and January 10
: (5'), Meet at the Closson Street footbridge aver the
[ / .»)ﬂ' / Santa Fe River, Park on Lower Alto Street, at the
LS north end of Closson. Bring work boots, gloves
and drinking water. See article in September-
October newsletter for more info. John Buchser
(820-0201 or jbuchser@comeast.net}

- "HRTIZ MOUNTAIN PRESERVE AT RISK

In September a Sierra group hiked to Placer Peak in the Botanical
Gardens Ortiz Mountain Preserve near Cerriltos, accompanied by six
volunteer docent guides [ed by Todd Brown. It was a sir¢nuous and
wonderful hike 10 the peak, mostly off trail in a wild tervain of cacti,
rocks and bushes. The guides were knowledgeable about the geography,
history and wildiife of the region.

We learned the Preserve is in jeopardy of being lost to the public
because Santa Fe County charges property taxes, which the Botanical
Garden is not able to pay, even though it is tax exempt and donated
land. A solution to this dilemma would be through more educational
use by schools and other groups. There are casy hikes available on old
mining roads. Want 1o schedule a group? Have any questions? Calk:

SF Botanical Garden 423.1684 Etiza Schinid  474.5846

RIO GRANDE SIERRAN NOW ON THE *NET !
http:/fwwv.riogrande.sierractub.org/santafe/home.html

Outings Notas - Unjess otherwiso noted, 6ll outings leave from the Slerra office, 521 Cid
Sanin Fe Trall, Plaze 621, just south of Kaune's Grocery st the cemner of Qid SF Teall and
Paseq de Paraita. Carpooling will be arranged, Each hiker should come prepered to pay
5¢ n mils to the driver of the car in which s/he zides. Bring a lunch, water, sturdy hiking
boots or shoes, and clothing sutable for the wealker - loader raservos the right to tuin
away anyone whose equipment or oxper appens le. Loader has right to alier
destinationof hike o7 cancsl tip due to weether, unfavorable conditions, or insufficient
numbers of participants, Unaceompanied minors must have written parmiasion from
parents or guardians lo participale; permission forms sre availuble at the Slera Club
office. Dogs not permitted on hikes unless noted othanvise. Telephors laader for details of
the Individual hike, To participate, you wiill need to sign a ability waiver, If you would ltka
to 10ad & copy of the wriver, sea http:/fwww.slorraclub.orgiowtings/chaplarfiomns, or
eontact the Outings Depariment st (415} 977-5628 for a printed version.

Rio GrRANDE SIERRAN
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Real Urban Living - Coming Socn to East Downtown !

By Suszn Germar: & Blair Brewn

Imagine @ place where shops of many kinds alternate with restausants and
coffce shops, lecal offices, and entrances to apartments ahove the stores, A
wide sidewalk fronts the shops and as you watk along, there are rees to provide
shade and benches for sitting ta watch the street life flow. Your car is parked
canvenienily just up the street but other folks have walked from their apart-
ments in the neighborhood oz arrived by bus to shop or stop for 2 cup of coflee.
Justup the street is a park where the neighborhoed kids play wlhile parents chat.
Within a few blecks there are single family homes, courtyard apartments and
cven multi-story loft apartments - & real mix of housing choices,

Could this place be in Albuguerque? Perhaps someday scon. Where? In East
Devntown, now fondly named EDO, the azea along Central, east of downtown
and alorg Broadway from Cosl to Martin Luther King.

This vision of o future place was created by parlicipants in the EDC Charrette, a
five day design precess organized by the Broadway + Central Corridors
Partnership and Reb Dicksen, developer of Old Atbequerque High Lofis. The
participants were a wide ranging group - folks from the Broadway and Central
neighborlwods, an assortment of residents from other areas of Albuquerque,
local architects and planners, and members of the City of Albuquerque’s Transit
and Planring Departments. The Charrelte’s design team included folks de-
scribed by Dickson as “Luminaries in the World of New Urbanism™ architect
and urbanist Stefanos Polyzoides, transit consultants Peter Swift and G.B.
Arringlon, retail develepment expert Bob Gibbs and Jehn Nerguist, Mayor of
Milwaukee. The most exciting element of the Charrette Program was an
cvening session when we were given large maps and markers and asked to draw
our vision of what coutd be donc to transform the arca. Qur small group
included area property owners and residents as well as other interested folks.
We talked about what could be, a bit shy when we sugpested that some of the

Sierra Club Meeting in Gallup

Sierra Club folks in Gallup are excited to announce that we will be holding 2
local meeting Thursday, November 6th at 6:09 pm @ the Catholic Indian
Center lecated on 506 West Highway 66.

We wilt be welcoming guest speakers from ENBAUM, Easterns Navajo Ding”
Against Uranium Mining, to prcsent an “Nwa_;o Uranium Mining, Past.
Present and Fumm" e o e

Immediately fol]owmg the prescmauon we wzli bugm orgamzmg lm:'xl efl‘orls

10 address this and other issues important o Gallup.

For more information, please contact Sheiley Landis at 505-879-7869 or
catlandis@hotmail.com.

General Public Meetings

Monday, November 17th at 7:30PN
Hawks Aloft will come with a slide show and a few of their *feathered frignds’,

December - Holiday Seasen. No necting is seheduled.

All meetings will be at the First Unitarian Churel en the carner of Carlisle and
Comancle, in the Social Hail.

All are FREE and open to the public. Drinks and snacks are provided.

Elections in December - Be Sure to Vote

"Elections for tlie Executive Contmitices of both the Rio Grande Chapter and

the Central New Mexico Group will happer next menth. Ballots will be mailed
1o all members about December Sth. All members ace encouraged to read the
candidate statements and vote for the candidates they prefer.

Candidates for the Excom

Announced candidzates {or the Central Group Excom are Kalya Hafich, Mark
Daoppke, Richard Johnson and Mike Puelle. We are still seeking candidates so
anyone interested in running is asked to contact Michal Mudd, Richard Barish
or Blair Brown by Mevember 14th (contact info at the right).-

Petroglyph Monument Threat Continues

By the time you read this, you will know whether the Street Bonds were tumed
down by the voters.

ITthey were tumed down, we will be celebrating, but only for the moment. The
Mayaor and the pro-road folks will surely come up with another plan to buitd the
road through the Monwment and we and our friends wili need to be ready to
oppose them again.

Ifthey were approved, we will be disappointed, bul not defeated. We will be
rallying our next line of defense. There are significant legal obstacles to the
building of the road and the Club and cur fricnds will be pursuing them
vigorously, Look foran article i the next Sierran and check cur website at
riogrande.sierraclub.org/peinm3.htmj
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existing structures and iand uses should change. The results of everyone's
work witl be included in the final Master Plan,

The linat session was the report [rem the Charrette Professional Team, led by
Stefanos Polyzoides, on the Master Plan. We viewed drawings on large map
patels that designated locations where possible retail shops, apartments,
townhomes, small businesses, offices, hotels, parking structures and parks
could be, There was a landscape plan and a sireet plar, 100, The wonderful
existing neighborhoods of Hunning Highlands were left untouched, recognized
by all te be an inestimable asset for the whole area. A downloadable PDF file
of the presentation from the East Downtown Clarretle is now avajlable at
hitip:/fwwnw. EDOCharretie.cony’.

The Charette Professional Team has continued the work to complete the
Master Plan and create the Codes for East Bowntown frem the worl dene at
the Clasrette, The Final Erafi of the Master Plan ard Codes should be
available on the website for review prior toThanksgiving.

We believe that the Sierra Club has an unprecedented opportunity 1o be
involved in and possibly influence this Master Plan, We have met with Rob
Lrickson several times and he is most anxious for the Club fo bring it’s
knowledge and suppart 1o this urban redevelopment iritistive. [n our view,
this is exactly the kind of project that the Club should be supperting as an
element of the Mational Club’s Fight Sprawl Campaign.

We urge everyone to check the websites, both ours and
wiww.EDOCharrette.org for news, We invite you to join us at the public
Thearings early in 2004 along with all of the residents of Albuquerque who
hope for a thriving Dewntown and alternative lifestyle cloices in the very near
future to support the visionary work that l:as been done.

Central New Mexico Group
PO Box 25342
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87125-5342

Executive Committee (nl ca code 5[]5)

-p-AlmaResa-Silva Banuelos sonisassnaiasal hoo.com:
Blair Brown 259 7120 bblairb2@aol.com
Marilynn Cooper 842-0185 maritynnceoper@qwest.net
Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke(@yahoo.com
Richard Jolinson 2774144 . rshechan@unsedu
Michal Mudd 884-3315 mudd_pi@mac.com
Mike Puclle 331-5915 mikepuelle@mac.com
Marbeth Theisen 238-4535 litttedeer@titilcdeermusic.com
Sherry Wolf 254.21%0 wolf@libra.unm.edu

The Executive Committee normally meets on the 1st Thursday of each
month at 6:30PM (new timme). We mect at various locations, so please
contact one of us for the meeting location, or if you have issues you

‘would fike to discuss. The meetings are free and open to afl members.

Project Leaders (area code 505)
Chapter Representative

Marilynr Cooper 842.0185 marilynncooper@owest.net
Conservation Clir

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yahoe.com
Membership/Publicity

Michat Mudd 884-3315 mudd_pi@mac.com
Newsletter

Blair Brown 259-7199 bblairb2@haol.com
New Urban Issues

Susan Gorman 259-7190 shpinabq@@aol.com

Blair Brown 259-7190 bblairb2(@aol.com
Oulings

David Ther 260-1553 grelbik@worldnet.alt.net
Political

Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish(@aol.com
Programs.

Richard Johnson 277-4144 rshechan@unm.edu

Sherry Wolf 234-2190 wollid@libra.unm,cdo
River Issucs

Riclazd Barish 232-3013 rdbarishi@aol.com
Water Issues

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yahoo.com
Wildlife

Sherry Wolf 254-2190 wolfi@libra.unny.edu

The Central New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club
depends on the efforts of volunteers.

\__ if you can help, give any of us a call. )
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Mexican Youth Ambassadors Speak Out
By Mark Doppke

On June 23, 2003, Sicrra Club’s Globai Population and Environment Program
in cooperation with Pariners of the Americas and Planned Parenthood of New
Mexico, organized a panef discussion at the Naticnal Hispanic Culturai Center
in Albuquerque. Designed as an educational opportumity, activisis and comumu-
nity members learned from the experiences of four Youth ambassadors from
Mexico whose advoeacy work focuses on women's reproductive rights, natura)
respuree conservation ¢fforts to provide family planning, and educaticn in
Mexico (see photo befow). The youth ambassadors shared their stories and
showed pictures and slides of Mexico, reminding participants that the money
the U.S. spends o Tamily planning affects and benefits real people.

Mextee has quietly undergone a miraculous transformation, The population rate
has dropped flom well over six children per couple down to 2.4, Most of this
decling is a result of access to volurtary family planning initiatives througl:
Mexican NGOs that are funded by the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) and foreign assistance programs like USAID. It is pessible that many
younger urban Mexican couples may be better informed about family planning
options and have better access to centraceplives than young American couples
do.

The Sterra Club’s Global Population and Envirorment Progran: seeks 1o protect
the global environment and preserve natural resources for future generations by
slowing population growth and reducing wasleful consumption. The program
promoles volunlary domestie and intemational family pianring programs and
reproductive heaith services, encourages the public to support women's access
to basic rights (healtheare and education},znd encourages peeple to reduce
excessive consumption and live in ways that have less impact on the earth’s
resources.

The collaborative work done by Sicrra Club, Partners of the Americas and
Planned Parenthood New Mexico provided a preat oppartunily to unify our
messages and bring activists together to make the connections among popula-
tian, women'’s healil: and the environment beyand our own borders. The Youth
Ambassadors’ stories put a human face on the issues of intemational family
planning, the impacts of U.S, policies and 1he need for the U.5. to continue to
invest in international family planning.

Far more information about Pariners of the America’s Partnership and Youth
Ambassador Programs. go {o; hiip:/wwiv.partacrs.net. To find out more about
Tanned Porenthodd New Mexic; go'to; hitpirwwiwplannedparenthood kg *
affiliates/siate-mm.htmi

Now Here's What You Can Dot

One year ago, President Bush cut all 1.8, support for the United Natiens
Population Fund (UNFPA). As environmental activists and supporters of
international family planning, urge your congress members to support legisia-
tive efforts that fund the important family planning programs and end policies
that restrict access to the eritical services provided abroad.

Tell your legislator:

- As an environmentalist, you support family planning
- Reinstate funding for the UNFPA
- Repeal the Global Gag Rule

Sign up to learn more about the pepulation and environment connection and te
participale in the Sierra Club’s Global Populatior ang Environment Program by
visiting www.sicrraclub.org/population.

The Ambassadors lake a moment to relfax outside the
National Hispanic Cultural Center:.(photo by Mark Doppke)
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More Transportation Choices in
Albuguerque’s Future

By Susan Gorman

How many vehicles are sitling in your garage or driveway? What kind of gas
niileage do those vehicles get? FHlow much are you contribuling to global
climate change each time you drive to work or to shop or to deliver the kids to
schoel and other activities? For 1l:0se of us who care about the future of the
planct, those are really tough questions! We all depend on cur persenal cars
and tricks for our transpottation needs and for most of us there is just no other
allernative.

Bul as we look to the future, this could change! The City of Albuquerque is
studying ways to provide high capacity rapid transit zllernatives to folks who
live in Albugquerque and the Middie Rio Grande Region. Eartier this year,
public meetings were lield to present 1o residents the concept of adding Rapid
Transit routes to the City’s transit system.

The technologics being censidered are Light Rail Transit (LRT) and Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) systems. LRT systems consist of electricaliy-powered rail
vehicles operated in a dedicated guideway. The guideway can be separated
from strects or integrated info the sireet, Stations for passenger pick-up are
spaced at intervals of approximately * to 1 mile. BRT systems consist of high-
technology buses operated within dedicated travel fanes. & general, BRT
service operates like and resembles LRT systems; hewever, because they
consist of individual buses, they have much lower capacities than LRT vehicles,
BRT is also less costly to biild than [RT,

The idea is to build the first Rapid Transit line along a Central Avenue corridor
to be deternined by a process that is specified by the Federal Transit Adminis-
tration and is intended to analyze and cempare various technology and alipn-
ment alterizatives within a specific corridor.

Twa alignments within the Central Avenue Corridor have been recommended

for further evalization as part of an environmental impact statement. These are:

« Central Avenue from Coors Boulevard to Louisianz Boulevard and North on
Louisiana to Uptown

- Central Avenue from Coors Beulevard to 2nd or 3rd Street, Norlh on 2nd/
3rd Street to Lomas Boulevard, East ot Lomas Bouievard to Louisianz and
North to Uptown

The next step in the evalualion process is a series of public scoping meetings;

November 10th sl 6:36PM at ‘Alvarada Transit Center,

November 11 at 6:30PM a1 Hiland Tiieatre,

November 13th at 6:30PM at Jimmy Carter Middle Sclool,

MNovember 17th at 6:30 PM at AmeriSuites Uptown,

November 18th at 5:30PM at the Family Focus Center {(behind Zia Elementary
School., 440 Jeflerson Avenue NE), and

November 19th at 6:30PM at Sherator Ok Town.,

This informatien is also on their websile www.abqrip.com. The Sierra Club
will continue to monitor the process and make comments as appropriate, 1f
you would like to have a viable transit altematives to the car or truck in your
driveway, comne, listen and participate! 113 our opportunity lo do something
good for Albuquergue and the plancif

v

Outings

Sundiay, November 2nd - Desert Exploratory Hike

Corne and visit some of New Mexico's most incredible and beautiful
tandscapes hidden in it's desert places. Strangely eroded and colorful rocks,
badlands, precipitous cliffs, autstanding vistas, mysterious narrew and winding
canyens, archeological sites, petrified forests and other fessils, bisteric inscrip-
tions, stone tools, pottery, pictegraphs and petroglyphs are some of the discov-
crics we have made on these Exploratory Hikes in the past.
These hikes are not physically difficult, but will require a sense of adventure on
the part of participants. There wiii rarely be z trail and the route will be very
rocky and uneven at times. Sometimes we scramble over rock surfaces (non-
technical climbing) and walk narrow fedges, but this is quite often eptional.
Typical distance traveled is between 4 and § miles and we usually gain less
lhan 1060 feet of clevation.
Meeting time will vary from 3:36AM to 10AM. Mceting place will nlways be
Smith’s, at Carlisle and Menau!, nearest to Carlisle.
Caontaet leader by previcus Wednesday for info. on specific hike focation and
meeling time. Most are joint outings witls Outdoor Adventures For Singles.
Leader: Tom Petencin at 271-9928 or tompeten@june.com

Saturday, November 22nd - Desert Exploratory Hike
(See above for descriplion)

Sunday, December 7 - Three Gus Spring Frail Hike

Sandia Mountain Wilderness. Excellent conditioning hike to viewpoinls,
Depending on snow conditions, may go as far as Oso Pass.

Approx. 6 miles round-tzip, 1500 [ elevation.

Contact David Ther at 260-1553.

Sunday, December 7th, Saturday, Decetnber 20th and 'Wednesday
December 31st - Desert Exploratory Hike (Sec above for description}
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his articie was supposed to be about southwest grasslands so whea 1 began to pon

der how it should go, 1 clesed my eyes to visualize the topic. What I saw was rolling

liills, waving banness of blue pramma grass with yeliow wildlowers bobbing in between,
There are other grasses too; sidecats, blucsiem, sacaton and dropseed. Their names are
like poetry. The dampness of July still felt én the springiness of the soil and the fresh air
smell of the plain. Maybe there are some antelope in the distance. In a short while a
meadowlark may call. But now I open my eyes and the scene it quite different. There are
no gramma grass seed head flags. In fact, what grosses survive are tiny, barely green
blades threaded between ast year's dead brittle clumps. The ground is dry pan hard. The
reason for this malaise is drought. The rains of July failed entirely, as did those of August
and September, Birds built nests and laid eggs that never hatched and when they did,
nestlings died before fledging. Seeds sprouted and withered before making & single Mower,
Rabbits became uncommon, Rabbits! No creature s escaped the hardship, the unwaver-
ing hand of deought. It has been o summer of endless June and not only in the grasslands.
Statewide rainfall this year fell short, as much as lalf that of an average year.
The dryness has permeated the enlire summer like a hot breath sucking life: from every-
thing it touches. We humans go about our lives comptaining about the heat and wondcering
when the weather wiil brealk, buc an the end of the day, a home awaits, a filling meal and a
hot shower. What awaits the antelope or the meadowlark? In my garden, which was hose-
walered 10 be sure, a nice crop of grapes was developing. Some tanagers showed up be-
fore the grapes were even close te ripe bul they ate the grapes anyway. I stoed by and
waiched as my grape crop disapprared. Qutside the fence, there was nothing geeen and
cerlainly no fruils and very few insects. My life didn't depend on my eating those grapes.
T'suspect the lives of those balf dozen tanagers did. Before it's uver, the drought may stilj
make the rest of us sit up and take notice, bul not yet. Only a few years ago, there was a
push 1o reopen the méne at Copper Elats just west of Caballe. To make mining work,
scveral niew wells would be needed. These would pump water practically from the banks
of the Rie Grande and certainly from the river's water table at a rate of 600 atlons every
minute of every day.

The Sierra County commission and the Truth or Consequences Chamber of Com-
merce thought &5 was a smashing idea, Think of all the jobs! Finally, it wasn't any enviror-
mental regulation or protest comment to the BLM or letier 1o he editor in opposition thal
stopped this folly. It was (he plummeting of the price of Copper and the bankruplcy of (he
mining company. The farms along the Rio Grande growing slfalfa for livestock will do
just fine as long as the silvery minnow sules don't pet i the way. That damn fish could be
the ruin of custom and culture up and down the river. Even people in Elephant Butte say
this despite ths fact that water refeased for the fish winds up in the reservoir. The level of
the Jake is shenningly low but it's such a small ameunt of water for the fish, it hardly makes
any difference 1o the mnount of water in the lake. Even with average rainfall in the years
to come, it will be two decades before Elephant Buste gets back wp to [ull capacity. Right
now average is alot o hope for. The minnow is 2 fish older than a milfion gencrations and
one of the less than half of fish species in New Mexico ol yet exter
activities of the Jast 400 years. But we must irrigate the alfalfa. Qur senators, witlya stroke

MllSingS About Grasslands by Mary Katherine Ray

inated by hiiman

of the pen declare z1falfa to be more important than waler in the river and that afler the
eons, aus generation is allowed to slam them behind the door of time and throw away the
key. Some man bought a Van Gogh at an auction for 2 huge sum of money. He declares
that when lie dies, the painting will be cremated along witl his bedy, Does having the
money make for & right? Do some things befong ta everyone? Or 10 no onz? Deoubtless,
the senators still go home to filling meals and hot showers. It isn't fashionable in these
times to declare onesell antigrowth. There's taik from some about planned growth orin-
fitl or curbing urban sprawl, but not no-growth. Every year more people move 1o New
Mexico, more housing developments spring up and the cenler of town becomes more
distant as do the wide open spaces, the forests and the grasslands. The wikl places neatby
get paved and covered up and you have to drive furler to get out of town. I guess the idea
is that growifi can go on forever, that every square foot of Noew Mexico can have a home,
a factory, a mail ot a parking lot on it. That there will be cnough water to supply it all until
lhe whole state is filled up as long as its filled up smartly. To think otherwise is ant-
geowth, anti-capitalism, anti-custom and culture or way of life. [ know someone who built
a house in Southern New Mexice. Il's on a parcel of subdivided ranch laad and i5 one of
several dozen, A communal well supplied water to everyone.

Now & bad thing has happened. The rancher drifled a new weil nearby. Apparcntly,
the new well went through the aquifer of the old communal one, punched a hote in it and
now 1he water has drained away, These people are now leaming what minnows, meadow-
larks and anteloje already know. Water 35 more than hot showers, Back to the grasslands
which are evidently in the sights of encrgy developers too, The terrain is leve] and casy to
build on. Roads, drilling pads and compressor stations can go anywhere and everywhere. -
Get 1eady to trade the fresh air smell for petrechemicals and the eall of larks for the
drunming roar of compressors, Trade the ground water too. Contamination is highly fikely.
Right here, gght new this place is poin' boys and it ain't comin’ back. Despite these as-
sauits and the absence of a growing seasor, the caltle are still out grazing the parched
grasslands 1 see. They are chiomping awsay at the few blades of prass that did marage o
grow, exposing the dirt to more sunlight and heat, and drying out the soil even more; 2n
insult to an already injured fand. The calf crep wasn't so great (his year,

i find some cow bones that appear to have scen the light of day some time last sum-
mer. Did that cow eat something bad in desperation or was she just wom out by the heat
and the trying to find foed anywhere? Maybe she was just thirsty. Pity the antelope, A
rancher puts cut a hummingbird feeder. He knows how bad the drought is. Maybe hum-
mingbirds could use a little help. Black-chinned and broad-tailed hummingbirds come
and gratefully partake. Then the migration south begins and orange backed rufous hum-
mingbirds arrive, stopping over on their way to Mexico, Anyone who has fed hummers
knows how territorial the rufous variety can be. They hog the feeder and chase off other
birds. lts what they do. But this behavior se incensed the rancher that he got out his .22
and shot that rufous luuzlmmgbird Boom! - an explosion of fexthers, a wadded, mangled

3 eiting (o Lim, But
SR

shewers, we den't have to notice, No, net yet,

OUTINGS

November 8: Check ent the birds of the Nutt Grasslands complex with NMSU's
Martha Desinon, onvithologist and specialist in Chibualan Desert birds. Meet at
the General Store at 8:00 AM, with binoculars and a sack funch for 2 morning
ot tracking and observing resident and migratory birds. We will also have
access to the Heritage Ranch ...calll Margot at 744-5860. We will meet for gaeq

breakiast at 7:30 if you wouid care fo join us.

December 6: Birder's Breakfast, Sponsered in collaboration with Elephant Bretie
State Park and supported by the Friends of Elephant Butte State Park, This event
wiil begin at 7:30 AM and continue "tit ncon. Expert birders will be cn hand to
assist those who might need some help. The Paseo del Rio Park Is located
3.1 milas east of the 3rd Street stop light in Elephant Bulte. The Park is
graciously waiving their day use fee. For additonal information contact Margot
Wilson at 744-5860 or Amy Clagsson at 744-8998 December 6: Birder's Break-
fast. Sponsored in conjunciion with Eleghant Buite State Park and sup ported
by the Friends of Elephant Butte State Park, will bagin at 7:30 AM lasting '1ili
ncon. This event wil take place at the Paseo Del Rio Park, 3.1 miles easl of
the 3rd Street stop light in Truth or Consequences. Expert birders will be
present to help those who are fess than expert! The Park is cordially waiving
the day use fee. Calt Margot al 744-5860 or Amy Claesson at the State Park

at 744-5998.

December 13: Join the Forest Sevvice in a tour of the Boiler Fire, Poverty Creek
and other areas, with the Black Range Districts' Les Dufour. See examples of
the Nalional Fire Plan in action. Meet at the Black Range District office in the

8:00 AM, or meet us at the General Store in Winston at 9:00 AM.
There will be some walking. Bring what you need to be comfortable
in the way of focd and clothing. We will be in the mountains in De-
cember. We can expect to see some game. if you have a four wheel
drive or truck please bring it. We wiil use some Forest Service ve-
hicles, but might need additional transperation. Cail Margot at 744-

PLANNING MEETINGS

Tuesday, November 11: The Southern Group ExCom, interested
members and guest will meet at 6:30 p.m. al the Southwest Environ-
mental Center at 275 North Powntown Mail., south of Las Cruces
Avenue on the mall. Enter through the west door, off the parking lot,
and south of Day's Hamburgers. Come and join the Carpaigns to
protect Otero Mesa, the Nult Grasstands and assuring that the cur-
rent representative to congress from District 2 is retired after one
terrn. Your participation can make a difference! We need activist who
are willing to volunteer for silting at tables at the Farmer's Market and
at fairs, making calls and writing letters, If you can not attend please
call me, Margot Wilson at 505-744-5860,

Otero Mesa

- ahydef@nmsu.edi

Food Basket shopping ma!l south of the 79 exut to Truth or Consequences ai

Needs Your Help!
Write Senator Domemcl.

Otero Mesa Js the largest remalning thuahuan Desert
Grassiand on our public lands and is home to Important
native specles.

95% of our public Jands are already open to ol! and gas
development.

Otere Mesa should be protected as a Natlonal Conservation
Area.

There is encugh fresh, drinkable water In the aquifer be-
neath Otero Mesa for over 800,00 people. The ground water
could be contaminated for oll and gas.

Write and call:
Senator Pete Domenici
322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washingten, D.C, 20510-3101
202-224-6621

.
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Hot El Paso Issues

*  With the recent Rio Grande Chapter approval of Jose Escobeda’s work on our
Asarco proposal we need onfy a few more grants to be able to hire a coordinator for
this project. Jose met locally recently with national's Beyond the Borders program
director Jenny Martinez to promate our proposal. We appreeiate the help of the 3W
Region’s Lawson Legate on this and all the chapter projects. The most recent news
on the Asarco issue was a by-invitation-only meciing at City Hall between the EPA
and residents of the most affluent affected areas on this side of the berder, Even
though the EPA can only afford to clean up about 300 of the 800 most heavily
contaminated homes without Superfund desipnation, these neiphborheods want to
aveid listing. According to the El Paso Times, the Cily and State health people
raised “no majot health concerns,” and advised parents to have children wash their
hands afler playing outside and to control the amount of dust and dirt in their homes,
Residents wani annual, comprehensive bleod testing of children ages newbom to 6
years old to begin immediately. The City-County Health and Environmental District
Direetor said he may do more blood testing on children ages 1 to 3 years old. EPRG
activist Taylor Moore has long advocated that we, the EPRG, offer testing and build
our own database to expose this situation.

* Franklin Mountains State Park is pretected on the Nertheast by Castner Range, a
former military firing range still contaminated with unexploded ordnance which
would cost many millions to clean up. The US Border Patrol wants a chunk of
Castner for its new headquarters even though there are several other sites in
Nartheast that could be used withoul speiling open space adjacent 10 our treasured
Franklins. We feef that approval of the Barder Patrol’s Castner alternative would
trigger a dozming effect ultimatoly resulting in the piccemeal destruction of yet
anather E1 Paso treasure. As members of the Franklin Mountains Wilderness
Coalition we*ve gotten an extension of the comment peried, atiended meetings,
commented te the officials, and written impassioned letters to the editor. The
comment peried ended Gotober 26. Now it’s wait and see.

*  With the election of a developer-financed mayor and city councl, lle 3-year
hiatus on sale of pubtic land for development is finally over. We are presently
witnessing the masterplanning by Parkhill, Smith & Cooper, Inc, 0f2000 acres of
prime open space adioining Franklin Mountains State Park on thie west side, land
that we've been coveting since 1999 for inclusion into the stats park. A simitar
process for northeast El Paso led by another national fim, Kimberly-Hom and
Associales, began in August. We can thank ex-Mayor Raymond Caballero for
introducing professionnl masterplanning of our public lands. Problem is, some of

- - thisland Shouldn't be developed. Whicl brings us to our final issue...water,

- Aﬂer?spcnding the’80s suing New Mexico for water, the *50s planaing to mect
El Paso’s needs with Rio Grande walet, and more recently angering West Texas
ranchers by buying their neighbors out in order to get their water for a 5-foot
diameter pipeline to El Paso, our water utility has begun to drill and desalinate.
This Es not to say pumpiag water out from under West Texas has been forgatten.
Efferts are underway to create 2 water markes for anyone wanting 1o sell instead of
grow. Most recently legislatoss even brosight up the idea of financing schools by
selling the water out from under the state lands used to fund education, mucl as they
do with oil and gas leases. Nevertheless, small-seale desal units have been
purchased and construction planned on a large desal project with Fart Bliss. So
we'ze going with desal in the short term, The good news about drilling and
desalinzting our own basin is that we will be faced with depleting and soiling our
own backyard, not someone elses. This may force people to realize there is a fimit
1o what this desert can sustain. Qur children would thank us for this!

-Laurence Gibson

Selected Qutings

Hov 8-9: Guadalupe Meuntalns Backpack

Place: Guadalupe Mountains Naticnat Park

Class: Strenugus

Length: 14 miles round trip

Elevaltion gain: 2300 feet

Leader: Harry Newman 588-7182 swiraveller@aol.com

After carcamping at Dog Canyon, we will ascend to the Blue Ridge campground to
spend the night. The next day, we will descend to the cars using the Bush Mountain
Trail. This trail shouid offer a scenic vista if conditions are right. Participants must
carry all water needed for 2 days. Be prepared for a nzoderate pace but long daily
distances,

Nov 15: Guadalupe Peak Dayhike

Place: Guadalupe Meuntains National Park

Class: Strenuous

Lenglh: 8 miles

Elevation gain: 3000 feet

Leader; Mike Episcopo miepisco@episd.org

Hike to the top of Texas and enjoy cur nearby Nationai Park on what should be a
cool fall weekend.

November 22-23: Bush Mountalin Trall Backpack

Piace: Guadalupa Mountains Natienal Park

Class: Moderate+

Lengih: 7.4 miles

Etavalion gain: 800-800 feet

Leade:: Rollin Wickenden (315) 855-6697 (H} rwickgila@aol.com

We will depart carly Snturday meming for the seenic drive through Dell City over to
Dog Canyon Campgraund, Alter arranging for our backcountry penmit, we will hike
over to Marcus campground on the Bush Mountain Trail. Once in camp participants
may take advantage of dayhike epportunitics to places such as PX Flat or the
Brekeoff Mountains. Participants must carry atl water for two days.

Dec 19-21: Little Creek Early Winter Backpack

Place: Gila Wildemess near the Visitor Centar

Class: Moderate+

Length: 19 miles roundtrip

Elevation gain: 800-1000 feet

Leades; Roliin Wickenden 855-6697{H} rwickqita@aol.com

We will depart El Paso Friday evening and drive to our car camp spo? at Grapevine
Campground. Saturday moemning we will drive 10 cur trailhead at Woedy's Corral
ard hike trail 160 o Little Creek, where we will set up camp. Cn Sunday, we will
return to the West Fork drainage via EE Canyon, There will be one crossing of the
West Fork, which may liave ankle-high flow. Participants should be prepared for
cold, windy, winter weathizr with possible snow. Recommended equipment includes
a sturdy tent, a sleeping bag rated to 20 degrees or below, wool or polyester pile
clothing, = weol or pile hat, wool socks, and warm gloves. Come enjoy the solitude
of the Gila in winter.

Liabltity Walver Reminder
All participants on Sierra Club outings are required to sign a standacd diability
waiver. If you would like to read the liability waiver before you chose to

participate on an outing, please go to: hup:Jfwww.sierraclub.org/ontings/chapler/
forms/, ar contact the Qutings Dept. at {415)977-5528 for a print version.

-
2003 El Paso Regional Group Directory (Area Code 915)
http:iftexas.aierraciub.orglelpaso
Chair Inner City Outings i
] ExCom Members * .
Lauzence Gibson:* 594-7342 Tod Morts ;',:'8;;_‘3 ol Ted Mertig; 852-3011
lgibsen@utep.edu werti g@ carthlink net tmertig@earthlink.net
Vice Chair Jose Escobedo: * 751-1834 Outings
Jim Gibson: * 593-0506 escobedo25@hotmail.com Laurence Gibson: 594-7342
Jjgibson932@aol.com Greg Lawson: * 532-7273 Igibson@utep.edu ;
Secretary vegetexan(@aol.com QOutiags !
Ann Falknor: * 833-9162 Liz Walsh: * 584-1471 Rollin Wickenden: 855-6697 e
afalknor@whe.net ewalsh@utep.edu rwickgila@aol.com :
Treasurer Chapter Delegate Membership
Kathy Sunday: 584-9301 Jose Escobedo: 751-1834 Ted Mertig: 852-3011
sundayt@zianet.com escobedo@hotmail.com mertigi@earthlink.net
Editor Chap Delegate Alternate Webmaster
Lau_rence Gibson: 594-7342 Liz Walsh: 584-1471 Terry Sunday: 584-9301
Igibson@utep.edu ewalsh@utep.edu sundayi@zianet.com
| W -~
Novemper/Decemeen 2003 Rio GRANDE Sierran 13



~

.

Watch for Your Ballots and Join in Chapter and Group Elections

he Elecrion Calendar printed in the Septem-

ber/Qczober 2003 issuc of the Rio Grende

Sierran was inaccurase. Therefore, the
Election Comumittee, with the concursence of the

Exceative Committee of the Rio Grande Chaprer,
has revised the calendar as follows:

Qctober 31—Nominating Committee slates
anneunced to the Exccutive Commitiees,
published in the Sterran.

November 14—Nomination: or issuc petitions
submitted to the Election Committee for
verificarion of signatures.

November 28—Batlot goes to the printer.

December 5—Ballots mailed 1o all members.

January 2, 2004--Ballots returned, postmarked
on or before this dare.

January 9—Ballots counted by the Election
Committee, results reperted to the Executive
Comimnitrees,

Four of the five Groups of the Rio Grande
Chapter have clected to name the Chaprer’s Election
Committee as their election commirtee. These are:

= the Northerns New Mexico Group,

* the Central New Mesico Group,

* the Southern New Mexico Group, and
* the Pajarito Group.

These Groups will, therefore, be following this
calendar as well. This article presents election
information for all four of these Groups as well as
for the Chapter.

Rio Grande Chapter

The Nominating Committee for the Rio Grande
Chaprer has nominated the following people as the
2004 cendidates for the Exccutive COmlnl[tcc

« Richard Barish * b
= llse Bleck

« John Buchser

+ Nelson Denman

* Mark Doppke

* Laurence Gibson

+ Margot Wilson

Accordingly, the Nominating Committee advises
the membership of the following:

Any member in good standing of the Rie Grande
Chapter of the Sierra Club as of 1 Seprember 2603
may tun for election by a petition presented to the
Nominating Committee no later than 14 November
2003. The petition must contain the signatures of
at least 100 membets in good standing of the Rie
Grande Chaprer as of the date of signing the ped-
tion. Petitioners must also include a statement to be
included with the ballor, detailing their conservation
philesophy and goals for the Chaprer.

if you have questions, contace the Nominating
Committee Chair, David Farrell in Hillsboro (895~
3352; dafarrelli@hotmail.com), or the Election
Committee Chair, Michal Mudd in Albuquerque
(884-3315; micmud@aol.com),

The Northern New Mexico Group
The Nominaring Commitice for the Northern
New Mexico Group has nominated the following
people as the 2004 candidates for the Execurive
Comimittee:
+ Linda Buchser
* Nelson Denman
* Gregg Lower
* Norma McCallan
« Paul Paryski
= Julia Takehashi
« Guen Wardwell
Accordingly, the Nominating Commirtee advises
the membership of the following:
Any member in good standing of the Northern
New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club as of Seprem-
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ber { may run for clecrion by a petition presented to
the Nominating Committee no later than November
14 of this year. The petition must contain the signa-
tures of at least 70 memberss (3% of the 2,104
members) in good standing of the Northern Mew
Miexico Group as of the date of signing the perition.
Petitioners must also include a statement to be
included with the ballat, detailing their conscrvation
philosophy and goals for the Group.

If you have questions, contact the Group Nomi-
nating Commirtee Chair, John Buchser in Santa Fe
(jbuchscr@comeast.net; 820-0201), or the Election
Committes Chais, Michal Mudd in Albnquerque
(884-3315; micmud@aol.com).

The Pajarito Group

The Nominating Comunittee for the Pajarito
Group has nominated the following peaple as the
2004 candidates for the Executive Commitcee:

+ Ilse Bleck

¢ Jody Benson

* Carole jacobson
* Kim Manley

Accordingly, the Nominating Committee advises
the membership of the following:

Any member in good standing of the Pajarito
Group of the Sierra Club as of 1 September 2003
may run for elecrion by a perition presented to the
MNominating Committee no later than 14 November
2003, The petition must contain the signatures of
at least 15 members in good standing of the Pajarito
Group as of the date of signing the petition. Peii-
tioners must also include a statement te be included
with the ballot, detailing their conservation
phitosophy and guals for the Group.

[ you have questions about the clection, contacr

the Eleérion Commités Chair, Michal Mudd™
(see above).

The Gentral New Mexico Group
The Nominating Committee for the Central New
Mexico Group has nominated the following peapie
as the 2004 candidates for the Executive Committee:
= Mark Doppke
= Rick Johoson
+ Mike Puelle

Accordingly, the Nominaing Committee advises
the membership of the following:

Any member in goad standing of the Central New
Mexico Group of the Sierra Club as of 1 Scptember
2003 may run for clection by a petition presented
to the Norminating Committee no later than 14
November 2003, The petition must contzin the
signatures of ar least 25 membets in goed standing
of the Cenzral New Mexico Group as of the datc of
signing the petition. Peritioners must also include
a statement to be included with the ballot, detailing
their conservation phifosophy and goals for
the Group.

[Fyeu have questions, contact the Group Nami-
nating Committee Chair, Blair Brown in Albuquer-
que (bblairb2@aol.com; 258-7190}, or the Election
Committee Chair, Michal Mudd (see 2bove).

The Southern New Mexico Group

The Nominating Commirtee for the Southern
New Mexico Group has nominated the following
people as the 2004 candidates for the Execurive
Cornmittee:

* Chery! Blevins
* Don Dearholt
* Michael Gritzbaugh

Accordingly, the Nominating Committee advises
the membership of the following:

Any member in good standing of the Southern
New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club as of T Sep-
tember 2003 may run for clection by a petition
presented to the Nominating Committee no later
than 14 Movembes 2003. The petition must contain
the signatures of at least 19 members in good stand-
ing of the Southern New Mexico Group as of the
dare _a!"stgmng rhc e petition. Detiioners must also
1 With the allae,
detailing their conservation philosophy and goals
for the Group.

If you have questions, contact the Nominating
Committee Chair, David Farrell {sec above), or
the Election Cemmittee Chair, Michal Mudd
{see above).

i ot

—Barbara Johnson

[Un]-Healthy Forests Bills In Conference

he U.5. Senate is sct 1o vote by the end of
l October 2003 on a stightly altered version of

the Bush Administeation’s ill-named Healthy
Forests Initiative. The plan would de litde or noth-
ing to reduce the risk of wildfire to western commu-
nities, yet would do much to remove citizen parzici-
pation, interfere with the judicial system, and
increase commercial logging. The backroom deal,
which could still be subject ro changes in Conference
Cemmittee, stands in sharp contrast to a proposal by
conservation groups that focuses aid in communitics
at risk from wildfire,

Over the past yeat, hundreds of nationally- and
locally-clected officials, scientists, and homeowners
from across the country have spoker out against the
Bush plan. They warn hat it does not provide the
funding needed to help communities protect them-
selves from wildfires and is instead a stalking horse
for more subsidized commercial logging. In fact,
during a recent fundraising swing through the West,
Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert boasted that
the Healthy Forests Initiative is “an imporrant bill
for the forest industry” and called it “a common
sense approach to make sure we czn build the roads
we have to build so this industry can start 1o come
back.” That’s a far cry from reassusing communities
that help is on the way.

Take Ac{ionl |

Call your legislators to express your desire
to protect cammanities first. Please call

the U.S. Senate Switchboard (202/224-3121)
and urge your senators to opposc the Hca.lt.hy :
Farest Initiative because:

+ the Administration's proposal fails o
protect currently healthy forests such -
as mature and old- growth foressand -
roadless aseas, - o

* curs citizens our ofdccxsmns aﬂ'cc:mg R
‘their pub]n: lands,and .. - R

RE dm:s not énsure mcreascd prurccuon S
. for ommanities from wildfiré,

For mose mformatmn, see the Sterra Club
“yweb site {wivw, smrraclub orgn'forcsts), of con
tact Mary Wpc: in A]hu(;ucrquc (2437767
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Don’t Ingore Population Growth and Overconsumption Any Longer

Dear Editor,

M ast environmental organizations’ leaders have retreated from national
and global population stabilization «fforts even as the destruction of
the biosphere caused by population growth has been escalating, Activists are
waorking to exposc and oppose this.

The U.S. threat was described by Roy Beck and Lean Kolankiewicz in a
highly praised repors, “Forsaking Fundamentals: The Environmental Estab-
lishment Abandons U.S. Population Stabilization” (www.cis.org/articles/
2001/forsakingfrelease.html). On the first Earch Day (1970), “envitormental-
ists heartily cmbraced stabilization of America’s population,” without which
they believed harm to the natural world unstoppable. The ending of stabiliza-
tion work leads che report to conclude, . . . the environmental buseaucracy
and the federal government today are failing to stop the destruction of the
nation’s natural environmene,”

scale of cconomic activity is 5o large relative to the biosphere that aff three
measures [reducing population (the most critical), cutting everconsumption,
and increasing energy and materials efficiency] are needed in order to reduce
it to a sustainable level.”

"The environmental bureaucracy has run away from addressing the most
important cause of environmental harm despite decades of calls-to-attention
from such luminaries as Bertrand Russell, Martin Luther King, Paul Ehich,
David Brower, Edward O. Wilson, and promincnt scientific groups {they
issued imporeant public stements in 1992 and 1996).

And despite decades of enviconmental degradation o the present dire
situation, world population at its current consumption level alieady exceeds
by mote than 20% Earth’s long-term carrying capacity (“Ecological Footprine
Accounts; www.RedefiningProgress.org). Envitonment-consuming ecanomic
growth will continue, globally, undl long after the end of populasion growsh
(or uncil it is chwarted by depletion). That's because policymakers will deter-
mine that the needs of five billion poor people, hundreds of miltions of )
unemployed, and 77 million mote consumess per year must be met by such 4
grawth. Consequently, a mass excinction is well under way (www.
massextinction.net; htrp://eces.orgfec/” Earth Crash™).

The Oregon Sicrra Club’s Chapter’s newsletter, The Congfer, recently prinzed
an article by Greg Jacob. “Time to Reassess Qur Neurrality Policy on Immi-
gracion” (July/Seprember 2003; www.ozegon.sierraciub.org). Our borders
have been opened wide. Immigration now causes 87% of U.S. population
growth, and the population growth causes 52% of sprawl, according to 2 new
study by Beck, Kolankiewicz, and Steven Camarota (“Outsmarting Smart
Growth”; www.SprawlClity.arg). Also, Club members, please visit Sierzans for
LS. Population Stabilization’s web site (www.susps.org}.

Thus, by their neglect and avoidance of birthrate-reduccion efforts, the
responsible environmental, governmental, and international entities have
brought us far beyond the stage where population stabilizatior: would have
sufficed, Now, we roust reverse population growth as soon as possible, if we H
are to avert the ruin of the biosphere and a dic-off of humankind.

~—Raymond M, Reddy
Albuguergue, NM
raymiired@fommail.com

Negarive population growth {www.npg.org) has been running excellent
advertisements in £ The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com} and
other publications. The latest points our thar, unless fertility and immigration
are reduced, ULS. population will grow to 500 million or more by the end of
this century {other estimares go up o over one billion.) And, “. . . our present

ey

....License Plates Support New Mexico Wildlife  organic rood ganmedson pse 5

Wildlife Plate,
featuring a Gambel’s quail, for your car. These
plates, created as a result of legislation sponsored

by Representative Mimi Stewart in early 2003, sup-

port the statc’s Shate with Wildlife program. Share
with Wildlife funds rescarch, public education, habi-
tat protection, and wildlife rehabilitation exclusively

Ric Grande Chapter
Quarterly Meetings

he Rio Grande Chapter will meet

next on 17-18 January 2004% ac the
Sevillera Wildlife Refugs just south of
Sacorro. Thie Can ion Commitee
will meet on Sa )
Committee

Alf member

Chair Doug B
please contact
head, page 2). -

* This meetii Ig 3indls ﬁrem’grmﬁr schedieled for
6-7 December.2003.. .
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thbugh‘donations. Endangercd 2id thréatened "
species, as well as non-game specics benefit greatly
frem this program.

Crder forms can be obtained fram the NM Motor
Vehicle Division {888/683-4636; www.state.am.
ustax/). Select “Motor Vehicle Forms,” and scroll
down o “Wildlife Specialty Plate.” Or see the NM
Department of Fish and Game web site (www.
gmfsh.state.nm.us/). Scroll to the bottom of the page
1o “New Feature In the Spotlight,” then dliclc on
“Order Wildlife License Plare,”

—-nimal Protection of New Mexico

Apnm»ncws@dpnm.org . fzpmnnew:@wwmrtpmn.mg

PQ. Box 11395, Albuguerque, NM 87192

7:002M at the Main Library on Washington Streer in
Sansa Fe. For interested groups, we are taling our
series on the road and will show at your location for
a salt donation to continue our wark in educztion,
providing food for che communicy, and rescarch.

Another film available through Tierra Azul is
Hearthreak in the Heartland.

For more information, contact Ann Peters in Santa
Fe (501-3233; voicesofchange@hotmail.com) or
Lane Hartzell {501-3233).

wetlrint Poters
Tierna Azud Projects

S-igh e on-bive
wwwisierraclub.org/membership

er aedoan Tis ﬂom»:

My Name
Address
City

State

Zip

E-mait

J Check enclosed, made payable wo:
Sierra Club
Q. Box 52968
Boulder, CO 80322-2968
Piease charge my [[] Mastercard [ VISA
Cardholder’s Name
Card Number
Exp, Date ____f

Join vl

Intronticrory
RecuLan
SurPORNING

Conmmmumng . (3 7315 O sivs
Liee ~. Qsneaet | DQst,2s0
Senton [:] 524" Q sz
Stoent | 524 sD 532

Lomeo Incowe O3 524 [} " s39

Conusibuzions, gifts and dues 2o the Sierra Club are not
tax-deductible; they suppors our <ffective, citizen-based
advocacy and lobbying cfforts, Your dues include $7.50
for a subscription to Sierra magazine and $1 for your
Chaprter newslezcer.
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Connectedness

where I spent a week on % National Sierra Club

service trip. Being immersed in redrack counsey
is always special, but Twas struck on this particular
outing by the connectedness of the participants. We
came from all over the country: New Hampshire to
California, Texas to Maryland, and a local Urhan

I have just returned from Arches National Park,

whe joined the Club only when signing up for it. We

worked with the ranger responsible for vegetation
issues, sawing down tamarisks in Salt Creck Wash
branch by branch, and exalting each time we gora
large spreading tree down to a stump, upon which
the ranger sprayed the herbicide that hopefully kills
the roots. No one knew anyone clse before the tip;
during the last morning’s goodbyes there were tears
in somnc eyes, and the hugs were long and heartfele.

What had happened in this short span of six and a
half days to achieve such connectedness? For starters,
we all shared the awe of this magnificent sandstone
landscape, its haunting arches and cool, shadowy
passages—those of us who atready {oved slickrock
cotntry, and those who had never been to Utah
before, We had ample time to relax and play, hiking
up to nearby Corona Arch on BLM land, sharing
rides to cranky showers in Moab, making the pil-
grimage to Delicate Arch. And we worked rogesher,
side by side under the hoz sun and the dust from
thick layers of duff, fecling good about making a
small denc i this fast-spreading invasive species
which crowds out the native vegetation.

While ali outings create a sense of camaraderie,
help us to stay fir and healthy, and give us a deep-

ened appreciation of our public lands, a worle trip
adds an additional dimension of hasd physical labor
undertzken for a shared goal of meking the land
heaithicr. I urge you fo try out a service trip, be it a
national or local Sierra outing, or one sponsored by
another group, such as NM Voluntcers for the Out-
doors, And if you are aware of a need for volunteer
labor, such as clearing burned trees off a favorite
trail, suggese a project to your Group Qutings Chair.
Usually, public land managers are delighted with an
offer of volunteer help, our leaders are happy to add
a further dimension to their schedules, and you wilk
feel good about making another contribution to the
ongoing process of sustaining our envirenmene.
—Noruia McCallan

(744-5860-TorC}.

Laurence Gibson {915/594-7342-El Paso).

gain. Mike Episcapo (mlepisco@episd.org).

1,500" gain. Stephen Markowitz {797-5833-Abg}.

Saturday, November 8 * Watcrshed-Thinning Ficld Trip—Easy/moderate hike to
view she thinning project along the Santa Fe Watershed boundary with guest ieader
Paige Grant, Santa Fe Watershed Association. Bob McKee (471-0005-S8Fc).

Saturday, November 8 » Cochiti Canyon/Bland Canyon Bilke Loap—16 miles.
1,300" elevasion gair. Mike Di Resa (663-0648-Los Alamos),

Satarday, November 8 = Birding Wall fn the Nute Grasstands Complex—Observe
tmigratozy birds with NMSU omithologist Martha Desmond. Margot Wilson

Saturday-Sunday, November 8-9 » Guadafupe Mounwains Backpack—14 miles.
2,300" elevation gain. Dog Canyon Campground to Blue Ridge Campground;
return via Bush Moustain Teail. Haery Newman (915/588-7192-El Pase).

Saturday-Sunday, November 8-9 » White Sands Moonlight Backpack—Easy
J-mile trek, suitable for beginners, Sieep on the dunes under the full moon.

Saturday November 15 « Guadalupe Peak Diayhile—Steenucus hike in Guadalupe
Mounsains National Park up the highest peak in Texas. 8 miles, 3,000 elevation

Satacday, November 22 » Queen Mary & Otowi Mesas below Los Alamos—
Strenuous hike, mostly off-eail aver volcanic wif, with rock scrambling, 0 miles,

Selected Sierra Club Outings for November, December and January

Ther {260-1553-Abg).

Saturday, December 6 » La Bajada to Tetilla Peale—Strenuous off-tail hike to this
prominet landmark. 12 miles, Stephen Markowiz (797-5833-Abq}.

Sunday, December 7 » Three Gun Spring Traif, Sandia Mountain Wilderness—
Excelient conditianing hike to viewpoints, 6 miles. 1,500 elevation gain. David

Saturday; December 15 * Tour of Bailer Fire, Poverty Creck and ether arcas—
Join ES. Black Range Distict Ranger Les Dufour, and see examples of the
National Fite Plan in action. Some walking. Margot Wilson (744-$860-TorC).

Saturday, December 13 » Mitchell Trail to Guaje Ridge—Suenuous liike neag—- -
Lot Alamos. 10-12 miles. Mike di Rosa (663-0648-Los Alamos).

Saturday, Deccriber 13 » Santa Fe River Cleanap 8 Vegetation Maintenance—
9:00 an-naen. John Buchser (820-0201-SFe). Also schedled for January 10.

Saturday, December 20 * Otowi Peal/Bucluman Mesa—Moderate hike, some
off-trail. 6 miles. Norbect Spedich (474-4354-5F¢).

Sunday, Decentber 21 * Snowshoc up Ravens Ridge—Strenuous and sieep,
though share, Hike if no snow, Les Drapela (438-3306-5Fc).

Thursday, January 1 * Snewshoc Trele to Celebrate New Years—Moderate.
Hike if ne snow, Marcia Skitlman (474-7414-5Fe}.

Satarday, January 3 * Cerrillos Hills Park—Easy hike, some off-tril, with guese
mine historian Bill Baxter, Norma MeCallan (471-D005-5Fc).

Saturday-Sunday, November 22-23 » Bush Mountain Trail Backpack—Moderate
backpack in Guadalupe Mountains National Park. 7+ miles. 3007 elevation gain
from Dog Canyon Campground to Marcus Campground. Oppertunities for
dayhikes. Roflin Wickenden (915/855-6697-El Paso).

Friday-Sunday, November 28-30 = Basque del Apache Birding/Camping Weck-
end—Stay at Riverside Group Campground, View the thousands of Canada geese,
sandhill ¢anes and ducks thac migratc here each winter. Rainer and Hse Bleck
{662-2368-Los Alamos).

Saturday, November 29 * Teat Rocles near Cochiti—Easy hike ro this rock
wondetlal. Eliza Schmid (474-5846-5Fe).

Sunday; November 30 « San Migucl Ruins, Bandelier MM —Strenuous like,
some off-trail. 11 miles. 2,000" clevation gain. Norbert Sperlich {474-4354-5Fe).

Sacurday, December 6 * Birders’ Brealdast—Sponsored in colliboration with
Elephant Buste Srate Park and its Friends Group. Meet 7:30 ass ac Pasco Del Rio
Park. Expert birders on haid until noon. Margot Wilsen (744-5860-TarC).

Sunday, January 4 * Sicrra Negea WSA near Abiquit—Moderatelstrenuous hike
Saturday, January 17 » Mortendad Canyon, near Los Alamos. Moderate off-trail
Satacday, January 18 + Beginners’ Snowshoe Outing—Wherever snow is good.

Saturday, January 31 « Qjite Wilderness Study Area, near San Ysidro—Moderate

in the badlands around the peak, Mozbert Speclich (474-4354-SFc}.
hike 10 look at petroglyphs. 6-8 miles. Mike di Rosa {663-0648-Los Alamos).
Magcia Skilimasn (474-7414-5Fc).

offerrait hike in these beauriful bzdlands, hopefully soon o be designated as
Wilderness {see page 1). Stephen Markowits (797-5833-Abg).

Plese check the five Groups' pages for more information on these trips,
and for additional acrivities. All area codes ave 505, except as noted.

vecutive

Opening Doors fo New Friendships

|

Want to meet other Single Professionals for dating or [riendship?

Call or e-mail to leara about the only Singles Event Group

for professionals 35 years of age and older.

Groups in Santa Fe & Albuguerque.

505/255-4818 * executivesinglesnm@nmia.com F
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