Zuni Wins Battle to Save Zuni Salt Lake

Salt River Project Pulls Plans Back
for Fence Lake Coal Mine

ver two-decades of battle to preserve the
O home of Ma'lokkyatsik'i (Sale Mother) has

finally come to an end. Salt River Project
(SRP) announced on August 4, 2003 to pull back
plans on building the 18,000-acre open-strip Fence
Lake Coal Mine.

Salr River Project’s (SRP) Board of Directors voted
to enter intoe contract with Powder River Basin
(PBR) in Wyoming. According to SRP’s press telease,
the company wili now relinquish permirs
and coal feases back 1o the state and fed-

misute from the Atargue Aquifer. Over 500 htsman
burial remains are located within the area.

On August 7, 2003, the Puceblo of Zuni held a
press conference at the Indian Pueblo Culwral Cen-
ter in Albuquerque, NM (sce photo). Councilman
Arden Kircare began the press conference thanking
everyone for atending and gave the invocation.
Governor Arlen Quetawki publicly thanked all those
individuals for assisting the Pucble of Zuni to step
SRR especially the New Mexico Congressional
Delegates for “stepping up to the plate in addressing
Zuni’s concerns regarding Zuni Salt Lake.” Governor

Quetawki remarked, “This is 2 victory

“by Brian Lall for all Native Americans.” “There is sdill
eral regufatory agencies. Currently, prices ¥ Brian a0 |, lo: of work to be done to finalize the

of coal in the open marker make it favor-

able to buy from PBR, as opposed 1o building the
Fence Lake Mine. Coal from PBR contains lower
sulfur and ash content chat will help SRT in meeting
furure air quality requirements.

Salt River Project planned to strip-mine over 80
million tons of coal for an estimated 40.50 years,
SRY also planned 1o construct a 44-mile rail-fine 1o
carry coal from the Fence Lzke Mine to the Coro-

: :Hg el k B
depth, SRE planned o pump 85 gallons of waker per

:Churches; who represenss over 600,800 members

close-out,” said Head Councilman
Carlron Albert, Sr. Councilman Edward Wemytewa
rallied behind the words of his colleagues.
Also present during the press conference were

Attarney Alberr Gonzales, Jaime Chavez (Water

Information Merworld), Ror Solimon (CEQ of
Indian Pucblo Cultural Center), Mary Wiper (Sicrra
Club Associate Representative), and Barbara Dua,
Executive Director of the New Mexice Council of

al
axample to Indigenous tribes throughout the waorld

Thie Zuns Tribal Council at its August 7 press conference.
From lefi: Conncilinan Edward Wemytewa, Conncilian
Arden Kucate (standing), Head Couneilimnn Carlton Alhert,
Sr. and Governor Arlen Quetarchi {phota by Brian Lafio).

that prozecrion of sacred sites can be done. As Head
Councilman Carlton Alberr, Sr. indicated, it will
have a “ripple cffect.” Governor Bitl Richardson
stated, “I think its important to protecr the Native
American religious sites.” During his campaign in
2002, Richardson wrote, in a letter to the Pucblo of
Zuni, “The Salt Lake is 2 sacred site, noc only to the

{eantiniied on page 1)

Nego’nations Contmue to Try to Resolve Sllvery Minnow Sunt

Courr of Appeals in June 2003, the silvery min- .

now lawsuit has been much in che news. Albu-
querque Mayor Marty Chavez, feeling no obligation
whatsosver to keep the river alive,

I n the wake of the decision onhc IDth Circuit

Nort surprisingly, the hysteria is not matched by
the reality.
The:decision of the 10tk Circuit will not ke 70%
of Albuguerque’s San Juan-Chama Project water as
stated by Mayar Chavez, In fact, the

has spoon-fed blarant mischaracrer-
izations of the court’s opinion to the

| by Richard Barish |

10th Circuits decision did fot require
the use of any additional water: ‘The?

media to fan the flames of citizen

outrage. The mainstream media has, for the most
part, done an exemplary job of falling in line to
prometc the Mayor's {and cheir own) unalioyed pro-
development agenda by inaccurately pertraying the.
decision and its consequences. Qther policicians have
joined in a charus of righteous indignation ar the
effrontery of 2 bunch of primarily Republican judges
in actually enforcing the law. As a predictable result,
even people who identificd themsclves as eaviron-
mentalists, when interviewed on television, said

that the courts had gone too far this time.

decision merely affirmed diac the' U S,
Bureau of Reclamation (BoR)—the federal agency
tha, in essence, runs the river—has the discretion
1o consider using San Juan-Chama waser, as well as

‘native Rio Grande water, for endangered specics pur-

poses. Endangered species obligations could also be
met by other. means, mcludmg volunrary leases
of water.

The requirements for the s:lvcry minnow are :
governed by a Biological Opinion (BiOp) isited b}' &
the ULS. Fish and Wildtife Service. The BiOp for the
minnow was rewzitten this Spring and now provides
excremely minimal requirements for the fish. In dry
years such as this one, the BiOp:

.= requires that the river.from Albuquerque down-
<= gtream to-the Idfeta diversion dam be lept “wet”
after Jung 15;and . ;

* permits drying of the 100 or 50 mxles ofn\rcr
between the Isletz dam and Elcpham Bum:
Reservoir,

The pmblcm with chis approach is that aimost alt-
of the minnows are (or were) south of the Islera

(continued on page 9)
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Washington, DC 205153
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DC phone 202/225-2365 = fax 225-9599
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New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson
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Santa Fe, M 87501
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505/986-4600

New Mexico State Senators
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New Mexico State Represeatatives
House Chief Clerk’s Office
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A Note From the Chair

Ccrminiy, the mosz exciting thing | have
participated in aver the years has been the
development of the group and Chapter programs
which arc covered, starting with
an overview by Blair Brown on
page 6. The time spent by every-
one, both Chapter leadership and
the project managers, was way
beyond anything I've scen previ-
ously. [ particulatly want to thank
Blair Brown, Chapter rreasurer,
and Lawson Legate and Mary
Wiper from national staff for

their extraordinary effort. Indeed,
it has been a great Chapter-wide
effort. We've had the good for-
tune to benefit from a basically
one-titne allocation from the
national Club—swe have the

funds and, as you witl read, the
volunteer commitment to talee action to safeguard
and restere our environment. 1 hope that you will
be as proud of our people as [ am, and pleasc if
you agee, give them a call and encourage them in
any way that you can.

Secondly, please thanle Gevernar Richardson
for modifying his earlier opposition to the court
decision on the silvery minnow, which I talked to
you zbout in our last issue. He is now teking a
more positive approach in trying to ncgotiate a
setticment which will ensure the protection of the
minnow and its habitar, as well as address the
necds of those of us who live along the zivers.

In this vein, please read Richard Barish's
update abour the situation (page 1) and also the
article that Bernard Foy (Conservation Chair for
Sange de Cristo Audubon) wrote regarding the

minnow, which is 2 reprint from The Santa Fe
New Mexiean (page 9). It's the best discussion on
this subject I have scen yet.

Next, the issue of mass transit
is “moving along” thanls, in
parg, to the Governor’s revival of
the “buliet train,” originally pro-
posed by Gevernor Teney Anaya.
His funding for this projece will
help to address issues related 1o
mass transit in the state of New
Mexice. Read Ken Hughes' open
lerrer {page 4), and then join him
in giving the Governor a big
thani you and encouragement to
continue along this “track.”

The Club helped the Zuni
Pucble in their effort to preserve
Zuni Salt Lake as nature envi-
sioned (see our cover story),

A big thank you to Mary Wiper here.

The Valles Caldera Board of Trustees is in the .
process of opening the Preserve to wider public
access. Although there are fees for most of this »u
access, there is also a free rrail inro the Valle
Grande—and the staff and trustees would like  *7
feedbaclk, Please read Marty Peale’s article on
page 11.

Reparding the nortlavestern pare of the stare,
which is often neglected in these pages (bur never
beyond our concern), plense read Glosia Flords
article on page 18. Flora was a long-time Forest
Service employee, Club members brouglic her 10
Farmington for her perspective on sustainable
guidelines that we and our public jand-manage-
ment agencies could be using to make much
better decisions than have been made 1o date,

—Hang Srer

lise Bleck Has Been Active for Decades,
Contributing to the Protection of the Places She Loves

lse Blecle first discovered the Southwest in the

late 19605 when she and her family moved to
Boulder, Colorado. It was “love at first sight,”
particularly after becoming
acquainted with the neighbor-
ing Indian Peaks Wilderness,
where many weekends were
spent camping and hiking
with her husband Rainer and
their two sons, Unfortunately,
afier only eight years, the
Blecks left the Southwesrso
Rainer could take a position
at the Universiy of Miami.
During those 23 years, [lsc
saught high school and
became involved in South Florida Sterra Club
activities. Preserving the Florida Everglades from
cver encroaching development was and still is
large issue. Ilse and Rainer led many canoe ous-
ings in the Everglades, introducing peaple to this
threatened ccosystem and inspiring effective
advecacy for regional environmental issues.

When another move brought the Blecks back
to the Southwest, this time to Los Alamos, llse

immediately became involved in the Sierra Club’s
Pajarito Group. She is still invelved teday, having
served as chaiy, and currently acting as vice-chair,
outings co-chair, and the
Group’s Representative in
the Rie Grande Chapter.
Her main interest is the Valles
Caldera National Preserve
(see page 11), and she repre-
sents the Chapter in the
Valles Caldera Coalition,
where she is co-chair
of the Recreation Committee.
“The public is very foreu-

nate to have acquired this
beautiful land, and I fully
support the governing Board’s cfforts to apply
science-based management to all public-use
areas,” she says. As more and more programs
such as grazing and hunting fall intw place, she
loots forward to expanded non-consumptive
recreational opportunities in the future,

—dbse Bleck
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Senate Passes Failed Energy Bill from the Last Congress

and passed its failed energy bill from the Jasc
Congress—a bill that:

+ gives billions of dollars in subsidies ta dirty coal
and oil, and dangerous nuclear power;

= increases America’s oil dependence;

» includes virtually no progress on rencwable
energy; and

* climinates safeguards that protect consumers
from Enron-like manipuladons.

Passage of this bilt sets the stage for a conference
with the bill that the U.5. House passed earlier this
year whicl:

* is cven more environmentally damaging and
polluring, and
= calls for drilling in the Arctic Narional Wildlife
Refuge.
With this mancuver, the Senate has short-cireuited a
much-needed debare on Americd's energy future and
failed to provide a responsible energy policy for the
narion. The Scrate neglected ro adequarcly debate
and vote on important issues such as:
+ reducing global warming pollution;

I n a last minute deal, the U.S. Senate resurrected

“Passage of this bill sets the stage for a Conference Committee meeting
where the differences between the Senate and House versions
must be ironed out."

= clasing the light truck fuet cconomy loophele;

* tequiring increased use of clean, renewable
energy sources; and

* providing consumer protections against energy
market manipulartion.

By passing this polluting cncsgy bill in July 2003,
the Senate bowed to special interests and failed to
adopt solutions that would reduce America’s oil
dependence, save consumers money, and progect
the environment. The Senarc entrusted the nation's
energy policy to a conference committee where
special interests are likefy o rule. For 2 comparison
of the two bills, scc the charc on the next page.

“Americans deserve better from their elected repre-
sentatives, and this bill will enly get worse in canfer-
ence committee, Americans should demand that
Congress teject this wrong-headed energy bill,”

added Sierra Club Associate Representative,
Mary Wiper.

“There’s a beeser way for America, We can. ceduce
our dependence on foreign oil with more efficient
automobiles, We can cut pollution by producing
mote of our elecericity with clean, renewable energy
like wind and solar powet. At the seme time, we can
prasect our special places and ensure that corpora-
tions da their part to protect our health and safery,”
said Wiper. “Please contact cur New Mexico
Senators to seaffirm chat this is aur position.

For more information, contact Sierra Club Associ-
ate Represenrative Mary Wiper in Albuquergue
(sec Masthead, page 2), and see the encrgy pages
on the Sierza Club web site (www.sierraclub.org/
cnergy).

—MMary Wiper .

An Open Letter to Governor Richardson—Thank You for Investing in Rails

Dear Governer Richardson:

O 1 behalf the Sicrra Ciub Rio Grande Chapter, | wans to thank you for
dedicating $1 million w the proposed Belen-Bernalillo commuter rail
and an additional $1 million o upgrade rail crossings
and improve the track system thae will one day provide
service between Albuquerque and Santa Fe.

We also commend your stated support for additional
rail initiatives-including: FRCIRPRR

interstate service benween El Paso znd Denver via
New Mexico;

intra-counsy service between downtown Santa Fe
and the suburb of Eldorade; and

urban Jight rail/bus rapid cransic in Albugquerque,
as additional {unding is secured.

The Sicrra Club campletely supports the concept of
multimedajism and welcomes cfforts by the Depart-
ment of Transportation to inxplennent its stared policy
of multimodalism. Access to diverse forms of transporr
is a5 vital 1o community health as species diversity is o
forest health, Earigue Penalosa, the former mayor of

Bogota, Columbiz, summed up this concept when he said that commuting to
work must mecet the real test of happiness—tle “popsicle test,” which is how
far a seven-year-old can pleasantly and safely bieycle
from home, buy a popsicle, and then gycle home
again.

1 have Jong dreame of bicyeling from my home in
. Santa Fe'wo the train-sration; boadding the tain'to
Albuquerque’s Alvarado Center, and biking to a mect-
ing, lecture, or other engagement. Your actions and
commitinent te fully funding commuter rail service
takes this dream one big step closer to zeality.

Sincerely,

Ken Hughes
Rio Grande Chapter Transporzaion Chair

The governors $2 miffion is frons the $62 million that
is New Mexicos share of the tax-cuur bifl, We 1rge you to
write ta the gavernor divectly in support of bis ruil
initiative.

! I *hank you, Governor Richardson, for supporting renewable energy
in New Mexico!

Ac a press conference on 22 Auguse 2003,
Gaovernor Richardson announced his deci-
sion to publicly suppore the Renewable Pors-
folio Srandard (RPS) for New Mexico, He
also direcied his staff to intervene in support
of the RPS in the courr casc filed by El Paso
Eleceric which challenges the RPS passed
by the NM Public Regulation Commission
last December.

The RPS requires utilities to obmin 5% of
their clectricity from renewables by 2006,
and 10% by 2011. Although this rule went
into effect on 1 July 2003, the Governos had
previcusly remained neutral on whether
such rules were required o jump-start the
renewable energy industry in New Mexico.

Governor Supports Renewable Energy

(arttoork on pages 4, 5 and 7 by Carelyn Keshalla)

This decision by the Governor represents a scong victory for the environ-
mental community, which has soughe for the
past yeat to convinee the Governor that New
Mexicans wiil benefic from a diversified and
cleaner energy supply. Bob Gallagher, Presi-
dent of the Mew Mexice Qi and Gas Asso-
ciation, sat at the Governot's side during the

press conferenc, and spoke in supporc of
the RPS, as well-

The Sicrra Club, 2long with several other
organizations, was recagnized by the Gover-
nor at the press conference. Thanks 1o the
Governor, and thanks to 2ll of you who
wrote o called the Governor on this issuc
in the past year.

Gttt Ryba
Chapter Energy Chair
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A Comparison of the Senate and House Energy Bills

Drilling in the Arctlc Refuge Nuctear Power
retic Natiot ife. o * § 517 extends the Price-Anderson Act through 2012;

* § 517 instracts the Department ofEncr
construction of a new nuclear power

78 § 317 reverses a long-standing U.S. p

Lo :
Administration’s . nucleac fizel—the same refining process

Cutting the Coun
* § 517 increases j the’ nistrati X ear I’owcr 2010 program
— Erects new reg :
economy stand

rocessing spent nuclear
— Extends the “d P 8
economy credis ram showers billions of
the aim of building 50

ew nuclear power plant

provisions dircet tk
studies and deve
* The Bush Admi
that curs our dep

g&lluﬁs by 2042.

Renewable Energy

* § 517 contains & Renewable’ Ene gySta
the standard conld coune mumcn
trees as “rencwable cncrgy

* § 517 provides some ﬁmdzng for
{R&D). e .

+ HR 6 does not conuaina chcwablc Encrgy 3¢

ables RaeD ncludmg subsidies for

+ HR 6 i
provides some fu.ndlng for rei ' ,5 a my[il Bdhons of our raxpayer

* HR 6 has failed tq__i{ét an
. :hpggh_ l_igush_ . sin

Of and Gas Drilling on Publie Lands .
* 5517 daes nor contin yp
and gas drilling.

»+ HR 6 opens publis

+ HR 6 cxernprs oil
ments that other ¢

« HR G creates ince

« R G undermines pi royalry seliel; | b
participation in land-iise decisions. : HR'G :prowdcs $1 7 billion in submdu:s 1o r,hc nuclear industry.
* The Bush-Cheney Energy Plan calted for m n i 4T§1c B': h-Administration has championed irs “Clean Coal” Power
on our public lands, aitiative whn:h ccke ro'i:h.mncl millions of dollars ir: subsidies o the
' plasics are respossible for 409 of ULS. carbon
of sulfm‘ dioxide;’ '3% of mercury, and 33% of

Electriclty Market Manipulation

+ § 517 repeals the 75-ycar old Public Uulmcs Huld.mg Compan Act
(I’UHCA). which is thc cornerstone of consum 1 protestion :n xhc clcc— :

mampul:mon 10 pceur.
+ HR 6 repeals PUHCA.

+ HR 6 encourages furcher clectricity market dc
“Standard Marker Design.” ;

' Othcr pollunng mdusmcs like oii nnd gas, nuclear, aind acilities.

—Mary Wiper

provisions of the Bush-Cheney Energy Plan, whxch ledves consume
yulnerable to the type of marker manipulation and soaring eleeticity
prices caused by Enron’s schemes.

‘ . ec utl ve Call or e-mail to learn about the only Singles Event Group

. for professionals 35 years of age and older.

ngzes Groups in Santa Fe & Albuquerque.

505/255-9818 * executivesinglesnm®@nmia.com

: ijmng Doars to New Friendsiips
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Chapter Approves Substantial Investment in Grassroots Projects

approved spending $95,000 of our available funds on a wide range of prajects over the next two

G tits June 2003 mecting, the Rio Grande Chapter Executive Commistee(ExCom) tentatively

years. These fuunds accumulated over the past few years from rwo major sources—a number of one-
time contributions, and a change of policy at National Headquarters thar increased the level of support o
Chagprers. Before the Juste meeting, the ExCom invited Chapter activists to submit proposals that could
usilize these funds. Eleven proposals wese presented at the meeting, As the totaf amount requested did not
exceed the available funds, 2ll were approved. These are deseribed in cight summaries below,

“The proposers must now refine their praposals te comply with the Clubs Griassr -2 Planning Matrix,
which requires increased detail on the nature of the work being propesed, the results expecied 2nd how we
know that the intended results of the project are being met. Once the Matrix is sacisfaccorily compleied,
the project will receive final approval and funds made available for planned expenditures.

ASARCO Hesponsible for Contamination

On 22 July 2003, the Environmentai Protection
Agency (EPA) relcascd the results of studies con-
ducted areund the American Smelting and refining
Company (ASARCO) smelter in E! Paso, According
to authorities who analyzed samples collected within
three miles of ASARCO, “B49% of the arsenic {and]
53% of the lead wa, produced from emissions from
a smeleer source.” Boch the University of Texas at
El Paso and the poor community of Anapra, Mexice
are within the contaminated zone.

In the 19705, ASARCOQ tried to avoid responsibil-
ity for lead contamination (see Sierran May/June
2003); the company is doing the same today. Tt is
sd}fHlig that lead and arsenic around its property
today is due to paint and pesticides.

According ro the EPA, the $7 million allocared so
far for El Paso remediation is enough to clean up
220 komes. That [eaves 540 contaminated homes
unaccounted for. The total projected cost for residen-
tial clean up alonc arcund the El Paso sice is $27-37
million. It is urcermin where the rest of the money
will come from. In a recent serdement with the
U.S. Department of Justice, ASARCO agreed to pay
$100 millian for environmental clean up around 40
of its propertics in the United States that have been
declared contaminated. Texas Governor Rick Perry
fras uncif Fall 2003 to ask the EPA 1o place the
El Paso site on the National Priorities List for
federal clean-up dollass,

—Blair Brown
Chaprer Treasurer

Chapter funding wili support the El Paso Group's
campaign to educate residents on both sides of the
border about how to prevent, detect, and treat lead
and zrsenic poisoning. If you are interested in help-
ing this campaign in the form of danations {moncy
or office supplies), or as a volunteer, please contact
José Escabedo (sce below). To apply for the pzid
position of project coordinator, please submit a
cover letter and sesumé,

To sce photos and maps, sce the following pages
en the EPA web site:

* www.cpa.goviearth ir6/Gsfpdffiles/cesidential_
lacations.pdf

= www.cpa.goviearth 1r6/Gsf/pdHilesfoverview_
map.pdf

» www.epa.govicarth1r6/Gst/ pdffiles/el_pasa,,
photos.pdf

For more information, contact José Escobedo,
Environmental Justice Chair for the El Pase Group
(915/751-1834; escobedo25@hotmail.com).

~—Jasé M, Fscobedo

Keep Otero Mesa Free of Qil and Gas
Propesals to drilt for otl and gas in Otero Mesa

represent the anti-environment, corporate agenda
of the cusrent administration {see Sierran May/June
2003}. Our projees goals are:

* to prevent drilling in Orero Mesa;

* 10 protect its rich ecological and cultural

diversicy.

The Nure Grasslands comprise some 180,000 acres of state, U.S. Burcan of Land Managentent, and privaze land on both sides
of Netw Mexica Highway 27 from Hillsboro in Sierst Cornty saneth itto Liona Connty (phoro by Barbava Pearbnan).
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Collaboration is centrat to our strategy. The
Chapter's B} Paso and Southern groups have been
working closcly with the New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance (NMWA), Rocky Mounrain Energy Con-
sertium (RMEC), Southwest Environmental Center
(SWEC) and others. We will now build on these
relationships to gencrate extensive public comment,
especiatly during the upcoming Environmental
[mpact Statement (EIS) process.

We will concentrate on organizing public mect-
ings, carrying out media education, and involving
membership in letter-writing campaigns to the ULS.
Burcau of Land Management (the agency with juris-
diction over Qtero Mesa) and legislators, urging
Congressional prazection: of Otero Mesa. We will
irelp SWEC monitor BLM Jeases 1o decument com-
pliance znd ccological impacts. We will also conurib-
ure to NMWA's cflorts to educate the public about
Otero Mesa’s unique and rare ecolegical and
cultural treasures.

We are also working together to monitor the flora
and fauna, so that we have bascline dara, in case
drilling should oceur. Wildlife ecology graduate
students will help us catry out bascline acrial surveys
of pronghozr antclope. Furds are available for four
surveys, which are tentatively scheduled o begin in
Fall 2003 and run through 2006,

Please contribuse your talents and energy to this
important campaign. We need your help to convinee
the Administration to listen, stop raiding our last,
wild places, and develop a sustainable energy plan.

For more information, contact Chapter Vice-Chair
Dor Dearholt its Las Cruces (sec Masthead, page 2).

—Don Dearholt

The Nutt Grassiands

As the Bush Administration rolis back environ-
menmliregulationsta faver the eherfy industry Mew -~
Mexicans are witnessing an unprecedented threat to
their wild lands. The push to ogen up public Jands
for massive oil and gas development endangers spe-
cia places such as Otero Mesa, Gila Lower Box, Bit-
ter Lake Wildlife Refuge, and the Nuet Grasslands.

‘This alt-our assault is orchestrated by Cheney’s
Energy Task Force at the White House, [nterior
Secretary Gale Norton, BLM New Mexico Birector
Linda Rundell and othets in key posts, Norton has
struck deals with energy companies which, when
implemented, will have devastating effects on New
Mexdco's Jands and the culeures thac are integral 10
our apen rangelznds.

In southern New Mexico, between the towns of
Hilishoro and Deming, a vasc rangeland is now in
the sights of the oil and gas industry, The Nue
Grasslands is an 180,000-acre mosaic of stare, federal
and private land, still untouched by development.
These Chikuahuan descrr grasslands remain much
the way they were when the Arst seetlers moved into
the area. With very lirtle shrub encroachment and
few roads, the rangeland still supports a large variery
of wildlife as well a5 cattle from lecal ranches.

When word came in January 2003 that leases for
ail and gas exploration on the Nutt Grassiands were
available, local residents were shocked—and deter-
mined to protect the grasslands. Residents, scientiss,
ranchers and landewners from Sierra and Luna
counties asked organizations fike the Southern
Group of the Sicrra Club and che New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance for help-—and we received
educarional workshops (see Siernen May/june 2003)
and financial support to form the Chihuzhuan
Grasslands Alliance (CGA).

The Chapter has offered the Southern Group
funding to run a campaign to draw public awension
1o the threatened Nute Grasslands. The Sierra Club
will aid CGA with manpowes, political cannections
and financial assistance. Through targeted maifing,
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radio spots and newspaper ads, CGA can broaden its
message, conneet with policy-making individuals,
and influence the national debate on energy policy.

We are promoting 2 vision that protects these
lands—our children’s irheritance-and develops
cnergy policies that invest mare in renewable encrgy.

For more information, contact CGA Chair David
Farre!l in Hillsboro (895-3352; dafarrelli@hotmail.
com}.

Sacred Lands initiative

The Nev./Dec. 2002 issuc of Sfernz highlighted
threatened sacred Jands in the United States, includ-
ing three sites—Zuni Salr Lake, Petroglyph National
Monument, and the Sandia Mountains—within the
Central Group's area of influence. Inspised by that
perspective, the Group voted to focus its cfforts on
Sacred Lands, because ic seemed <o be an issue char
was of natural concern to our membership.
Sincé ‘then therc has bccn some good news. Late

Mnuntam_ znd a5 we go to prcss, “the Zuni pcoplu
have susmmcd a m:;)or v1ctory for the Salt Lake 77
(sce pagc 1) In cumpansun, thc I‘.hrcat w Pctroglyph ’

converted overnight into a gravel pic. While therc are
weak regulations that atempt to monitor air quality
on a mine site, there are rarely regulations that con-
trol noise, dust, traffic and reclamation. Nor is a site
examined for suitability. Often, a site is simply aban-
doned, leaving a scar en the landscape and a con-
tinuing blewing-dust problem, The easy aceess o
subsurface gravel has resulted in a landscape dotied
with gravel pits.

While obraining support for 2 statewide law simi-
lar to the Mining Act of 1993 has not been possible,
there appears to be an opportunity te correct this
defect on a county-by-county basis. The Sierra Club,
in conjunction with the New Mexico Environmental
Law Center, has decided 1o pursue this approach.
The first step is to describe the existing regulations
in cach of New Mexico's countics and examine the
process in cach county by which new regulations
are promulgazed.

The Chaprer has autharized the funding of
expenses for an excernship for the Fall of 2003, A
University of New Mexico student will be scleered 10

obeain and compile the relevant tegulations and pro2:

cesses oy 2 county-by—coumy bms within the state.
“OF the 33 New Mexico counties, 'onfy rwo—Rio

Amba and San Miguel—have adopred. adcquate

regulations, Santa Fe and Bernalillo counties have.

: adop:cd wcakcr :cgulauons Te is cxpcctcd that New

more 1mporcant is dn'overall loss of rcspcct for Iand
as sacrccl and wor:h prcscrvmg S :

and helping testora respee for
in ourceltures and spmtuai beliefs, Threarened: -

* raise awarcness ‘of sacred sites in o

» offer polmcnl support o peoples wha are
presemng sheir sacred sites; .. )

. Jdcn::ﬁ/ sites that re held sacred by om: or

more cultures, especially thase thiat a

become thrcatcncd in the furur
- dcvclnp an undcmandmg of how ‘sicred

sites are cthers For appraising hainan

relationships with natute,

More specifically, we are looking forward te:

» forming alliances with others;

+ preparing educational programs for seachers,
students, and their parents;

« developing a media campaipgn; and

* using waditional Sierra Club actividies (e.g.,
outings, geneyal meetings, conferences) to

bring members into contact with the places

and people invalved in Sacred Lands issues.

We have decided to be supporzers of Sacred Lands
actions, rather than interventionists. We will lend
support, including funding and legal action, when
our support is requested.

Certainly, our ideas and this work plan will evolve
as we hecome more familiar with the subject.

—Blair Brown

Exploration of the Variability of County

Land-use Regulations in New Mexico

as Applied to Sand & Gravel Mining
Land-use ordinances, zoning and the like arc pain-

fully weak in New Mexico. For homeowners, this

can result in finding that a nearby property has been
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e t5p
’ dcal of :hc land in New Mex
-are-what remains of the origi
. Tished by the Spanish ard Mexican governmcnts m
the EGr.h 17th and -18th centuries.

" Rnviconmental Law Center (ﬂ:VlCW
- of an.’cvaluatlon)

ic;r impeortantoies

- Under the Treaty. of Guadalupe Hlldago, w}uch
gave New Mexico to the United Srates, the land
grants were pmtcctr.d A Supreme Court decision,
United States vs, Sandoval, invalidaied many of the
Jand grants, ruling thar they had, in fact, been owned
by Mexico or Spain. The U.S. government thus
claimed some rwo million zeres of land. Many New
Mexico land-grant commaunities are secking redress
for these losses. '

The Mexicano Land Education and Conservation
Truse (MLECT) is organizing a series of meetings
berween the New Mexico land-grant communities
and enviranmental groups, These meetingsfwork-
shops seek to help land-grant communities berrer
manage the environmenc of their existing lands,
and prepare for the environmentally approprinte
management of any new land they may acquire.

The long-term goal of this project—the New
Mexico Community Land Grant Environmental Jus-
tice Project (NMCLGEJP)—is to establish 2 lasting
dialogue berween the environmental community and
traditional Hispanic communiies to cultivate solu-
tions for the cnvironmental challenges associated
with the sustainable management of land grants.

It is vircually impossible 1o protect the environ-
ment and provide for the envirenmentally appropri-
ate stewardship of New Mexico's land and ecosys-
tems withour the praactive participation of tradi-
tional communities. Too often in the past, enviton-
mental organizations—which are in large measure

. astonishing 90% oF our drinking water comes from

“Rod Ventira, staff “atrorney for the New Mixico

white, middle-class groups—have ignored traditional
communities and even considered thein as sources of
conflict over land use.

The Chapter and the Northern Group are mking
the initiative to buitd bridges and coaperate with
these communities, in part by funding ($6,500) and
participating in the Envirormental Justice Project.

Other groups contributing funding include
Amigos Bravos, the McCune Foundation and the
Healy Foundation. Parricipating groups include:

+ The Quivira Coalition,

+ 1000 Friends,

+ Forest Trust, and

* the Seneran Institure,
‘The initiative also has the suppart of Congressman
Tom Udall.

The first worlshop is scheduled for 19 September
2003.

For morc information, contact MLECT Ditector
Moises Gonzales in Espaficlz (927-0402; moises@
cybermesa.com) and Paul Paryski, Conservation
chair for the Notthern Group (992-1984; pparyski
-@aol. cem)

Domestlc Well Regulation
Rough[y half of the wazer used in Wew Mexico Is
from aguifers {decp reservoirs of groundwatcr). An

ay increasing i 1:mrmon
hccd on thr_sc spurces.;

" Over the past 50 years, New Mexico Statizee 72-
12-1 rcgulatmg domestic wells has provided thar che
domestic-well permic

" per workmg day—-a total ofncariy 6,000 per ycar,

ly, the current, domesnc-wcll statute
1 iipite three idre-feet! -
]

easy, since chere §471i6 req
monitoring domesticwell tsage. Thcrcforc, a mining
facilicy, agr:busmess venture {.g:, an orchagd), or
multiple residences conld consume vast amounts of
water under a single regidence domestic-well permit.
This generous and gcncmlly unregtilated B-afy right
10 use dogs not encourage water conservation or an
accurate anaiysis of permites” actual usage pareerns.

TJespite the incteasing urgency to monitor and
limit consumption by domestic wells in arcas where
they are having negarive impacts, legislasive initia-
tives to this cffcer have been defeated in the past two
legislative sessions. Thus, the Chapter Conscrvation
Committee has identified the adoption of domestic-
well legislation as its priority issue. In general, con-
servarionists and agricultural communities support
domestic-well fegislation. However, homcbuitders,
ather real-gstate developers, and peaple who are
protective of private-property rights vehemently
oppose changes in current domestic-well regulations.

The feading role of the Office of the State Engi-
neer is key to changing curcent domestic-well stat-
utes. This agency’s ability to bring forward legislation
with convincing legal and policy arguments will be
critical to achicving success. Thus, the environenental
community, and other allied erganizations, should
provide the Office of the State Engincer the political
and public-relations support that would be required
to realize the changes.

[n order o participate effectively in efforts 1o
revise domestic-well statutes, the Chapeer wilt
supyport a staffperson to:

(corsinned an page 10}
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Colorado Residents Collaborate on Rio Grande Headwaters

anguage is a slippery entity. The funcrion of
I language is to communicate our thoughts,

ideas and desires. However, we ail filter lan-

guage through our own experiences. The word “res-
toration” is tasscd around like a beach ball. We play
with ir, but it is too lasge to really hold on to. “Res-
toration” is used today 1o describe myriad potential

projects. We can restore riparian habitats w:

» accomoadate wildlife, vcgctatlon stzeam Fow,
aquatic species, and a
+ improve diversion s

attribute

what ma

13

pristine gold-medal
ri&oss connecting wi
ing over cobblestones

We looked at outdated projects d
portions of the river 60-70 yezrs ago
sinuosity required to water the ripari
petse averflows during high warer. W
areas where vegetation had been ¢ith
down, leaving-behind contrete-hatd:
banks incised into four-foot walls. Wi i
antiquated diversion structuses. We all realized
Colorado’s immense responsibility to deliver on Ria
Grande Interstate Compact commitments. With this
reality before us, the task at hand often secmed over-
whelming, and mecsings occasionally became a bit
unwicldy:

I San Luis Valley Water Conservancy Districe

obtained funding from the Colorade Watet
Conservation Board for a study of 2 91-mile strerch
of river beginning at the township of Soutl: Fork,
Colorado and ending at the Alamosa/Concjos
County line. Public meetings were held in cach com-
munity along the river to determine the appropriate

: gér
were also dum:s of the committes: The impo

study focus. Montgomery Watson Harza cacried out
the study, with technical assistance from Agro Engi-
neering, Lidstone and Associates, and SWCA Envi-
ronmental Coasultants. The scope of this worle was:
* 1o conduct a river inventory,
* to examing specific siver issues,
; a t and monitoring

it that would

Parricipants who had been actiy
cess formed a 'I'cchmcal Advtsory

some who refuse to join the conve
whclmmg majority of lacal citizens

We thea developed a River Tas
ittees. One committee formed u
tial struetural projects (eg., such
divession consolidations and im
channel-floodplain restoration
tural commistee formed to add;
parian buffer ordinances in
amosa counties, Constitue

{arework by Cavolyn Kedkulla)

task of locating funding for our projects became the
responsibifity of the Funding Committee; the Task
Fotee and Funding Committee are actively secking
funding for a biologist/hydrelogist and a restoration
consultant.

The successes of the Rio Grande Headwasers
Restoration Project are many, including:
canvening meetings with the Rio Grande
County Land Use Administrator and County
sioners o develop language for a
t ordinance that can be integrated
Plnn to be updated in 2004

RGHIRP study document as a tem-
rative ¢fforts. The Structural Com-
ity exploring ways to improve irriga-
s as well as negotiating with willing

purclns:: of water rights and land.

cnvision can come to be. [t will take moncy and lots
of it. It also will take many years of commitment on
the part pf informed decision-makers to see this
ambitious pmjﬂct continue, But, the resules will be a
healshy, living river and corridor, whete all citizens
are stakeholders in river restoration.

For more information, please contact Kate Booth
Doyle in Del Noree, CO (719/588-2907; patsykate
doyle@hotmail.com}, Karla Shriver in Monee Vista
(719/852-3080; dshriver@fone.net), or Mike
Gibson, general manager San Luis Valley Wacer
Conservancy District in Alamosa (719/589-2230;
slvwedmhp@amigo.net).

w—ilate Booth Doyle

Spraying the Rio Grande Is a Toxic Non-Solution

cfore the end of September, if nothing is
B done to stop it, Northstar Helicopter Co.

will spray up to 15,200 zcres of tamarisk (sale
cedar) afong the Rio Grande with an urregistered
herbicide known as Arsenal {Imazapyr). This will be
the second year of intensive spraying in 2n astempt
to control ramarisk along New Mexica's major
Waterways.

Tn 2002, the herbicide lobby successfully hijacked
the entire $5 million appropriation for ramarisk
eradication along the Rio Grande and Pecos rivers.
As a result, alternative ramarisk-remaval techniques
were not researched. The New Mexico Association of
Ceonservation Districts atlocated $1.6 miilien to
Northstar Helicopter to spray 185 miles (9,100
acres) of private land along the Pecos River. Whale
pastures were poisoned, foxcing some ranchers to
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destaci, Although the appropriation came with
language that required development of revegetation
plans and monitoring, these do nat yec exist. The
key issuc of maintenance was not even addressed.

Background

In 2002, Texas began to put the heat on New
Mexico to fulfill its agreements and deliver Rio
Grande and Pecos river water. The State Engineer’s
office and the Interstate Stream Commission bought
into science—by Charles Hart of Texas A&M Exten-
sion Service—that has been questioned by others
and recornmended that the legislature fund spraying
1o remove tamatisk a5 pars of the solution.

Before Hart's study, a U.S. Geological Survey
report (USGS Professional Paper 655-], 2002)
answered 2 critical question for policy-makers: How

much water does killing tamarisk release? The report
summarizes stdies that USGS had dene to quancify
the warer savings that could be achicved by removing
tamarisk—the equivalent of about 1.5-2.0 acre-feet/
year, This study took into account:

+ the water that replacement vegetation would

consume, 2nd

« cvaporation from nearly bare ground.
Include those factors, and the water saved by tama-
risk removal is so small that it is within the margin of
error—no-stacistically significant. Harr, however,
omitred those factors and arrived at a figure of 5-7
acre-feerfyear of water that could be saved for every
acre of tamarisk that does not grow. This is the esti-
mate upon which the State Enginser and the Inter-
state Streamn Commission based their decision to

(continued on page 10}
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More Than a Minnow Is at Stake

M any are saying that saving the Rio Grande Silvery Minnow is in direer
conflice with using water for drinking and growing crops—bur is it?

The secent decision by the 10th Circuic Coure of Appeals is being discorred
by just about everybady. The ficst problem is that this simple dichotomy, as in
$0 many issues, is effectively wrong. The second problem is that most peaple
. hold to their beliefs, blissfully ignorant of the history of the Rio Grande. The
third problem is that 2 few of our clected officials seem bent on inflaming
emotions rather than proceeding on the basis of the facts. In the case of the
Ria Grande Silvery Minnow, misinformation is abundant and wisdom is
almost non-existent.

First, saving the fish docs
not require shurting down ie-
rigated farming along the
middle Rio Grande or “tak-
ing water from the mouths of
Albuguerque’s children,” as
Mayor Chavez snarled. It will, however, require farmers to use water more
efficiently, however unsavory the idca. Huge amounts of water are wasted in
leaky ditches and antiquated irrigation cquipment and practices. Farmers
seem to forget that the precious water they use belongs 1o the public; they are
answerable to us, not merely themselves. Likewise, the City of Albuquerque
could greatly teduce consumprion with very little cffore, instead of battling
the ruling with pricey lawyers. With little cost and no pain, the City could:

* usc only nacive grass in landscaping,

* recycle industrial water for manufacturing, and
¢ enforce stric rules for outdoor warering,

The City's sweb site vows to cuz today’s water use by almost half over the next
10 years; that will free up a substantial amount of water for use by wildlife.
Ensuring future city water supplics will be easy if we go about it intelligently.
The major oversight in the “fish vs. farmers” dichotomy, hawever, is that
there is much more than fish at stale. Water used to save the minnow will
sustain hundreds of species of wildlife and nourish a dying riparian ecosystem
that is unique and vubnerable. Collectively, these are assets that the public
values extremely highly, and for which many of us are prepared to sacrifice

convenicnce, |
FTRCwredls ek sy s

Second is the neglect of history. Those who find a threc-inch fish uncharis-
matic may not realize that we already annthifated four of the five ariginal Rio
Grande minnows. Before we kill off the fast minnow—aonce abundant from
Espafiola to the Gulf of Mexico and now hanging by a thread-—perhaps we
should stop and think. The most vocal critics of the coust ruling are ignoring

“That is the beauty of the lawsuit and the 10th Cirouit decision:
it is forcing all parties to the table to examine old assumptions
and plan for the future, as never before in history.”

payers, was intended ro catry city water and w provide for fish and wildlife,
as stated in the original legislation. And more recently in history, ircigarors
abruptdy diverted the entire Rio Grande in 1996 without notifying wildlife
officials or anybody else, forcing a hapless and costly rescue effort, That
flagrant acr of abuse of public resources prompted the lawsuir against the
federat government, drawing support fram thousands of the most moderate
conservationists.

The final problem is the knee-jerk response of some elected polizicians,
unelected irrigation officials,
and editorialists who can't be
bothered to exarmine the
facts. How much water will
Albuguerque and Sanea Fe
realistically lose in the com-
ing years as a resulz of this
decision? There is ne set amount, bug ics a goed ber that it will be vanishingly
small, depending on a host of cconamic, envisonmental and political factors.
Since both citics are encouraging conservation, what is the problem? Respon-
sible leaders should not tesort to absurd hypetbolic predictions and inflamma-
tory threats, Instead, they should realize thar business as usual is over, and
water management must be reformed.

It ook a few centurics to drain, ditch, defoliare and nearly destroy the Rio
Grande, We all participated: the U.S, Burean of Reclamation, the State Engi-
neer, cisics and towns, farmets, rmnchers and urban landscapers. Fixing the
problem—or just turning back the damage 2 listle bit—demands coopetation,
communication and conservation from all of us. That is the beauty of the:
lawstit and the 10th Circuit decision: it is forcing all parries to the sable o
examine old assumptions and plan for the fawure, as never before in history.

Scnaror Pete Domenici said thar the decision, “threatens to undo water lawe.., o

it much of the West.” If hes right, that's not sueh a bad thing: afer cata-
strophic losses to wildlife over the past cenuury, our whole system of water =5 .-
management is in need of ovechaul. - o o

—Bernard Foy
Conservation Chait. Sargre de Crists Audubon Society

This article first appeared in The Santa Fe New Mexican on 12 July 2003,
Bernard Foy can be veached in Santa Fe (820-1658; bdfoy@nernexico.com).

the fact that the San Juan-Chama Project, built at great expense by the tax-

il

Silvery Minnow gontinued from page 1)

Diversion Dam. For reasons that are not well under-
stood, few minnow exist in the reach of the river that
is 10 be kept wet north of the dam. The BiOp thus
requires thag the river be kept wet only in  strerch of
the river chat does not provide adequate minnow
habitat. The BiOp thus appears to be 2 political, not
scientific, documens that is entirely inadequate to
ensure the survival of the species,

However, because of the minimal nature of the
requiremenss for the minnow, less warer will be
needed than under the previous BiOp. There is a
significantly reduced likelihood that the BaR would
need ta ke water from unwiliing sellers to mees
the requirements ef the BiOp. It now appears that
no water from Albuguerque will be necded this year,

MNonetheiess, Senator Pete Domenici has had a
rider ateached to the Senate Energy and Water
Appropriations Bill thar does owo things:

* First, it prohibics the BoR from using San Juan-
Chama water for endangered species purposcs,
uness the water has been purchased from a
willing seller.

* Second, it legislatively declares that the BiOp
meets the requirements of the Endangered
Species Act (“sufficiency language”), thus
preempting the roles of science and the courts.

"The sufficiency language is probably broad enough
10 eXeMpT any present or future praject in the middle
valley from the Endangered Specics Act.
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Representative Heather Wilson alse introduced a
rider during the floor debatce on the House Energy
and Water Appropriazions Bill. Wilson's rider is cven
worse than Domenicis:

= it prohibits use of San Juan-Chama warer for
endangered species; and

+ it also probibits the use of native Rio Grande
Vater

Wilson’s rider took cveryone by surprise and passed
afier only five minutes of debate, with only Repre-
settzative Tom Udall standing up and making =
valiant effort to prevent fts passage.

In the meantime, the Sierra Club and other partics
to the minnow suit have been engaged in negotia-
tions, conducted under the auspices of the office of
Governor Richardson, in an cffort to achieve a true
solution to the minnow suit. As of mid-August, no
resolution has been reached.

The best chance for the minhow under the present
circumstances appears to be a combination of
measures. To keep ac least a portion of the river wet,
we must drastically improve the efficiency with
which we use our limited water resources. All sectors
must engage in some serious belr rightening:

* The Middle Rio Grandc Conservancy
Districe—which delivers water to farmers in
the middle valley—still diverts from the river
an extraordinary quantity of water compared 1o
the amount actuaily needed by farmers.

* Possibilities must also be explored for on-farm
efficiency improvements.

* Urban water-use improvements have satled
well short of the old goal of 175 gallons/day/
persen and nowhere near the new goal of
150 gallons/day/person that would bring us
in line with other conservation-ozicnted
scuthwestern cities,

In addition ta efficiency gains, we can improve min-
now habitat in the areas that wili zemain wer, and
we can reintroduce minnows outside of the middle
valley where there may be apprapriate habitat,

he underdying concerns, if not the exaggera-

touns, expressed by the City and farmers are
legizimare and should net be dismissed. Albuquerque
needs a reliable municipal water supply, and farmers
need water for their livelihood and food production.
But we need to find a way to meet those needs with-
our destroying our beautiful Rio and bosque. Waste
should no longer be an option. The question before
us is: Are we willing to engage in serious water
planning, conservation, fexibility and even sharing,
so thas the nceds of some do not have o be sacrificed
to meet the needs of others.

For more information, contact Chapter Legal
Chair Richard Barish in Albuquerque (232-3013;
rdbarish@aol.com).

~wRichard Bavith
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Zuni Salt Lake gonttnued fom page 1)

New Mexico and Arizona and must be protected.
The sacred sites of New Mexico’s indigenous people
are an irreplaceable and precious part of our heritage
and I am committed to honoting that hetitage.

My commitment to the protection of the sacred lake
itself is absolute.”

Gallup Mayor Robert Roscbrough, in a elephone
interview, excends his congratulations ta the peaplc
of Zuni. "I am very happy for the people of Zuni
Puchlo. This is a joyous cccasion that there is no
longer a threat to the Zuni people and the Zuni
way of life.”

The Zuni Salt Lake
Coalition kept angoing
campaigns to stop the
Fence Lake Coal Minc,
whicl: received support
from hundreds of thou-
sands of people across
the country, who added
their voice for the protection of Zuni Salr Lake. On
fuly 19, 2003, The ZSLC hosted “The People’s
Hearing” in Zuni, where over 500 people awtended
to give testimony for the protection of Zuni Sale
Lake. The Zuni Salt Lake Cealition consists of the
Puebla of Zuri, Center for Biological Diversity, Citi-
zens Coal Council, Sierra Club, Water Information
Neswork, TonaTierra, Seventh Generation Fund, csc.

“So many people have supported us in this struggle
and.there is no word that can express our apprecia-
tion to those who have given vs help in the struggle.
Ir my heart, I am glad we have come this farand
have defeated SR It has been 20 years of mental
anpuish,” said Head Councilman Carlton Albert, Sr.

Earlier during the year, the National Trust for
Historic Preservation listed the Zuni Salt Lake to the
2603 list of "America’s 11 Mast Endangered Historic
Places,” which also led 1o 2 decumentary aired on
the History Channel,

July 1, 2003 New Mexice Congressional Delegates
wrote 1o Depariment of Interior regulators express-
ing their concerns to temporarily suspend from any
further activity until hydrological studies could be
verified and analyzed concerning the Atargue Aqui-

tuerseorl by Coprofvar Reshulla)

fer. New Mexico Statc Land Commissioncr Pat
Lyons, in an interview with The Sata Fe New Mexi-
can in mid-summer, decply eriticized the congtes-
sional delegation for supporting the Pueble of Zuni.
For the long-term, Councilman Arden Kucate
indicated the Zuni Tribal Council would wrilize all
avenucs to protest the Zuni Sale Lake and the
Sanctuary Zone. In that way, the issue will not be
re-visited in the future. “Nature has its own way of
{ooking at applying the cco-system of how it’s in the
best interest of nature, cspecially if it's something so

“Though the two-decades of ongoing battle has been exhausting,
it has served as a learning process for future generations to remember.
The Zuni Salt Lake issue is an educational source for young people
to learn and remember—the future is uncertain.”

significant. It the Zuni way, when you look at things
in spirituatity and culwural aspecets, its beyond our
control for nature to go its own course. Wich tha,
I'm very grateful tha everything rurned out the way
it is now, having SRP pull out,” said Councilman
Kucate.

Preliminary survey work for the rail-line resuleed
in SRP unearthing seven hurman remains, currently
still in che possession of SR Accarding to Council-
man Kucare, the best possible process needs te be
foaked ar so the human remains will be returned
back 1o the earth. Cal Seciwa, Zuni Salt Lake Coali-
tion member, stated, “Those bodies need to be
reburied where SRP found them before SRP walks
away compistely in order to respect our ancestors.”

Fence Lake Coal Mine, which has been in the
wortlks since 1981, has faced increasing oppasition
from native tribes, envirenmental groups, charch
groups, ctc. which drew international attention.

In the Phoenix area, SRP secves approximately
800,000 customers.

“SRP had ta be very careful and project an image

ofstcwar&shlp In thc case OFZum, thi

Chapter Funds Group Initiatives (wnrined ffom page 7)

* serve, in pars, as a liaison with legislavors;

* build relationships with a wide variety of
stakehalders;

= lead an educational campaign;

= heighten the invelvemnent of Chapter
members and activists;

* conduct a focused media campaign; and

+ cxplore new and creative ways to fundraise.

For more information, contact Chapter Conserva-
tion Chair John Buchser {see Masthead, page 2).
ol Buchser

National and State Elections

President Bush and the present Congress have
succeeded in dilucing or gutting a number of fong-
standing environmental Jaws and regulations. In
order to restore these and go forward with improved
or new environmental laws and regulations, the
Chaprer’s Legislative/Political Committee has plans
1o play our part in blocking the re-clection of Bush
and change the compesition of Congress. We will be
concacting all our members te make sure that we are
registered, wili vote, and will find at least five like-
minded friends who will also register and vote. We
will be asking for activists in communitics through-
out the state to idenrify important local issues and to
help with the register and vote effore. Aldhough the
Sierra Club has not yer endorsed presidential or
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On the state level; we are alécady wo:king Wity
other cnvlrunmcnml and spactgroweh gioups o -
pass some important water-conservation bilts and

to defeat any bad cnvlronmcnml or growth bills.:

Ar the close of the legls]auvc session, we will féyiew ¢
che environmental voting records.of stace leg hmrs
t0 help us determine whoiri thie Chapzcr wilt éndorse
in the primary and genezal clectidns. Again; we will
be asking all of our members to help identify focal
issues and elect endorsed candidates.

After the clections, we will turn our attention to
making surc that our eavironmental champions are
busy restoring, improving, and/or passing good
cnvironment! laws and regulations.

Busy, busy, busy! But we will noc be alone. As one
of 17 states which are likely ro be presidentiaf battdle-
grounds, we expect to be working with a broad
narionzl cealition of fabor, environmental and
wornen's organizations, America Vores, and Ameri-
cans Coming Together. Stay tuned. We will be
calling you.

For more information, contact Chaprer Political/
Legislation Chair Gwen Wardwell in Sanza Fe
(438-3060; g.wardwell@worldner.ase.ner).

—Gwen Wardwell

destruction that weuld have left behind SRP a wil, 2
fegacy of shame,” said Jaime Chavez, Zuni Salt Lake
Coalition member. “This victary is a testament to
the spiriz of the Zuni people,” saicl Andy Bessler,
Salr Lake Coalition Member.

Though the two-decades of ongoing battle has
Been exhausting, it has served as a learning process
for future generations to remember. The Zuni Salc
Lake issue is an educational source for young people
to learn and remember, the futuze is uncereain,
“Have faith in yourself and your religion. Our reli-
gion is the backbone of our
livelthoods. Longevity and
prosperity are gifts of life, as
long as our children keep
it alive,” said Councilman
Kucate.

Indeed, the two-decade
baztle has come to an end.
However, there is stili much
work that needs to be done to firglize the closeout to
ensure another incident, such as the case with SR,
will not occur in the future. The home of
Ma'lokicyattsil'i {Salt Mother) will remain undis-
turbed for future generations to come.

—Brian Lalio
Staff, The Shiwi Messenger

This article first appeared in The Shiwi Messenger
on 11 August 2003. Brian Lalto can be reached at
The Shiwi Messenger it Zund, NM (782-4403;
shiti_messenger@yahoo.com).

Not Herbicides (contined from page 8)

<o

spray hebicides.
Those who doubt Hart's work argue that be used
a questionable experimental design and char his
significantly divergent finding should have led to
further studies.
An Evapotranspirational {ET) Task Force formed
several years ago to study how much water tamarisk

o, uses, drawing on advaneed Light-Descerion and
Ranging (LIDAR) technelogy from Los Alames.

The ET's findings {about to be published) support
the carlier USGS findings of 1.5-2.0 acre-fect of
water saved per acre of cleared marisk. To date, the
USGS §1as found ne evidence thar tamarisk removal

" has :csultcd in more water in the Pecos River, (New
Wt Mcxlco mxpay::rs will soon be asked 1o poney up
© some $83 million to meet this abligation to Texas.}

According to goar advocate Jack Nael (sce Sierran

May/Jine 2003), “The spray program proposed for

tha Rie Grande should be stopped. There is no jusi-
fication for spraying Arsenal, an unregistered heehi-
¢ide, on New Mexico's rivers and eributaries. Chemi-
cals should only be used as a last resort, especially if
there are less risky alternatives. And there ate.”

These vital riparian areas need holistic, long-term
solutions that reflect the complexity of natural sys-
tems, including whole watersheds—not politically
expedient quick [ixes. Habitat and watershed-health
analyses should be integrated inte New Mexico’s
Water Plan. This plan should outline the state’s
vision and goals—and a strategy for achicving them.

With hundreds of millions of dollars ecarmarked
for restoratior: by the Legislature in cazly 2003
(sce Sterran ApriliMay 2003}, we have the chance
to meaningfully address these challenges, We need
to nudge New Mexico's watersheds and riparian
ccasystems bacl 1o health with humiliry, good
science and a willingness to work together.

For more information, contact Jack Nocf in
Manrticello (743-0242; lastneel@starband.net}.

—Jack Noc!
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Il meeting are held in the upstairs meeting

oems in the Mesa Public Library at 7:00mM
and are open to the public. General meetings are on
the first Wednesday, Conservation and Exccutive
Committee meetings on the second Wednesday of
cach month.

Qevoren 1
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Steve Capra of the New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance will give a slide presentation en
Otero Mesa. His focus will be on encrgy.
Special guest Mary Wiper, Associate Regional
Field Representative for the Sierra Club,
specializes in energy issues.

MNovimzer 5 i
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Mathew Johansen and Danny Katzman of
F Los Alamos National Laboratory will present
“A Burning Question: What happens to
contaminants in the environment following
forese fires?” They will focus on movement
of contaminants by sucface water following
landscnpe fire.c Their informadon on this .
“hot” topic comes from many Todations
around the Western United States as well as
from the Cerro Grande Fire of 2000.

‘Carole Griﬂ.i.r.hs'jncubson., C/Jdir sl R
672-9579

" carole.jacobson@art.ner
lse Bleck, Vice Chair ¢ Chapter Rep.
ibleck@yahoo.com i 662-2368
‘Kim Manley, Secrerary/Treasurer . .
© manlk7@zol.com ) G62-6163
Chuck'l’crglcr, Conservation Chair R
- _pcrglcr@att net GGL-6169

A.bc Jacobson, Fe mwm’!k’ in mg."f’ohrrm!

i abe ;acobson@arl: net 672-9579
‘Mat Johansen, Generic Engmemtrg
: 662-9763

*mjohansen@lanl.gov

Tlse and R_:r.i.n_.cr m_éék, Oqt!u{gs Co-Chabis

% ibleck@yahoa.com - | 662-2368
_]ai:ct Gerwin, Water ) :
gcnvm@losaiamos com 662-9568
]ody Benson, I’ub[zczg'/Spmw!
benson@lanl -gov’

6624782

I’osmun vac:mt, Webmez:m

v pesed) s ContactTody: Beasoniregardingithia;
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he Pajarito Group follows local environmental
and politicat issues. We invize members to
become involved in areas of petsonal concern.

Cutthroat Treut Reintroduction—Several agencies
are working on reintroduction of the native
cutthroat wrout to the Jemez River; one method
involves the use of the biocide Fintrol to kiil com-
peting {and all othes} species. Conzace Ilse Bleck
(662-2368}.

Pit Production—Five sites biave been chosen for Pic
Producrion Facilities; one is in Los Alamos (LA).
These facilities will produce triggering devices for
up to 450 nuclear weapons per year. Contact Jody
Benson {662-4732).

Pesticides and West Nile Virus—LA County is
formulating plans for mosquito abatement and
pesticide use, specifically for the West Nile virus.
Contact Sharon Searleit (662-7286).

Siting of New Landfill—The LA Landfill will soon
reach its capacity. The U.S. Department of Energy
and LA County are working on a new location.
LA Couny is trying 1o include issues such as
lifespan, recyeling, licter spread, and pollution
prevention. Contact Chuck Pergler (661-6169).

Wal-Mart--LA Schools and the County are negoti-
ating z plan to transfer the schools’ administration
area to frec up space for a “big box™ store {a
140,000-square-foor Wal-Mart Superstore is pro-

other sprawl and dcvc!nprncnl: issucs (662-4782).

Valles Caldera Preserve—We have members on the
Valles Caldera Coalition, which advises and assists
the Valles Caldera Preserve on issucs of cotscern
and policy. Conect Carole Jacobson {672-9579).

Thursday, September 18 « Fall Highway Clean-
LUip—We will meet at Ponderosa Campground ac
4:30r5 and carpool up to the Valles. Bring work
gloves; we have bags, It is a good time 1o work,
watch the elk, and afterwards eat dinner back in e
Los Alamos.

Friday evening-Sunday, Qctober 10-12 » 4th
Annual Conejos Car-camp and Day-hike Weel:-
end—We will meet Friday evening at a camp-
ground in the Concjos River Valley. We will day-
hike both Saturday and Sunday. Traif choices will
match group preferences and the weather. It’s
a great time to be out in the southern San Juans!
Gurangeed: No bugs! Register by 3 Ocober.

Cail Abe Jacobson (672-9579) in September.

Saturday;, Gctober 25 + Hike Ancho and Frijoles
Canyons—For a close-up look of the Rie Grande,
join us or a descent through beautiful Ancho Can-
yor: to Ancho Rapid. Cortinuc hiking along the
Rie Grande tb the month of Frijoles Canyon, and
return via che Fails Trail to the Bandclier parking
lot. Meer at 8:00aM in the Whice Reck Visitor - -
Center parking lor on Route 4. Maderate hiking, N
approximately 6 miles. Calt Rainer and lise Bleck.i:

(662-2368).

For wore amin;g: it the area, see pages 12-13,

T i

3 5;'. Cavolyn Kerbullely

Valles Caldera Is Open for Business

or better chan 150 years, the 90,000-acre
F Baca #1 Land Grant in the Jemez Mounsains

was offlimits to the public, but it's now pub-
lic land and open fos business as the Valles Caldera
Narional Preserve {(VCND3,

Since mid-June 2003, hikers have had access o
five very different trails and fishermen have been.
relishing the solitude on the Upper San Antonio.

VCNP maragers anticipate developing many more

recreational opporunitics, as archeolagists complete

the prerequisite surveys, and as the staff and trustees
assess the use, appreciadion, impacts and cconomics
of these preliminary programs.

For much more information about recreational
opportunitics, to register for hikes and fishing, and
to comment of: these and othér Preserve programs
and acrivities, see the VCNP web sice {wwiw.valles
caldera.gov), or call the swirchboard in Los Alames
(661-3333),

The VCNP is technically a unit of the National
Forest System, but the enzabling legislation set it up
in late 2001 as an experiment in public-land man-
agement—the Preserve is a federally owned corpora-
don with a mandace to become financially self-suffi-
cient within 15 years. The legistation also mandares

that the Trust be managed to:
* protect the diverse resonrces of the ccosystem,
- including the culrural resources; and
- = provide for imber harvest, ranching/grazing L
and recreation, including hunting and fishing, IR
Instedd of being managed by the Forest Secvice, the

- “Trust is managed by a ninc-member board of trustees
““appointed by the U.S. president.

. Environmentalists, concerned chat chis administza-

tive structure and sct of mandates could be a recipe

far disaster in the wrong hands, formed the Vailes

Caldera Cealition in 1997, They are coordinating

their effores to influence the course of this cxperi- -

ment {wwovallescalderacoalition.org). ’
By all accounts, the VCNP staff and board are

sincere, dedicated to their stated goals of adaptive,

ecosystem management and, thus far, deing an

‘exemplary (and cautious) job of gathering baseline

data and lannching pilet programs.

The Board of Trustees is currently developing
long-term management guidelines. They will
welcome public comments at a public meeting
in Santa Fe on 12 Seprember 2003.

—Mayty Peale
Vitfles Caldera Coalition Coordimatar
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Tuesday, Scptember 16, 7 PM

AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Commen Causes

Russell Grider, CEQ of Synergy Resource Marketing, progressive
rancher and noted cowboy, will speak on Agriculiure and the
Environment, Common Causes, a discussion of how the two communities
can collaborate to preserve and restore the natural resource base on which
they both depend and defend against threatening global and national trends,

The pesceptions of the environmental community about the agricultural
community and vice versa arc often based on misinformation and perceived
conflict. Come see and hear what & real cowboy says about the local,
national and intemational trends that threaten us all. You may be surprised
and enlightened

All meetings, outings, and activities
are FREFE and open to the public.

Menmbership meetings are held ot
the Unitarian Churcl 107 ¥, Barcelona St
(Between Galisteo and Don Gaspar).

Tuesday, October 21, 7:00 PM
REWILDING NORTH AMERICA

The indomitable DAVE FORMAN is coming! In his new position as
director of the Rewilding Institute, an offshoot of the Wildlands Project he
has been spearheading for some years, he will discuss his goat of
continental conservation (21l of North America), arid how he hopes to
achieve it. He is writing a book on this topic, to be published by Istand
Press in 2004, As you may remember, Dave was an original member of
Earth First! He has been working on conservation issues his entire adult
life, was a director of the Sierra Club some years ago, and has written three
books: The Lobo Outback Funeral Home, Confessions of an Eco Warrior,
and The Big Outside Hg i bo Outback available for
sale and signing.

FALL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ELECTION

PLEASE CONTACT any member of the nominating committes to
voice your interest in running for the Group Excom. Now's your chance to
play a leadirg role. John Buchser, chair, Lionel Sorceeo and Kay Cardson.
(see condact info betow)

For electton infonmation, please refer to the article ctsewhere in this
newsletter. The group clection committee members are the same as those
for the chapter.

Northern New Mexico Group of the Cierra Club
621 0Old Qanta Fe Trail. Plaza 621, Quite 10, Qanta Fe, NM 87505
505 .983.2703

e iy
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GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
Group Executive Commidtes: Group Conservation Commitées:

Tuesday, October 7, 7 PM Tuesday, September 23, 645 PM
Tuesday, November 4, 7 PM Tuesday, October 28, 6:45 PM

Water Pot-Lucl, Wednesdays, 6:30 PM, Jolint Buchser's honse (820.0201)
September 10 - Conci Bokwn, 1,000 Friends of New Mexico °
CQctober 15 — Bruce Gollub, ER.C.S. and 18IS Medicine
November 5 — TBD (suggestions?)

YARD SALE
While you're doing your fall cleaning, start saving your elephants, bath
pink and white, for our yard sale to be held in the spring,
SPECIAL SLIDE SHOW

Norbert Sperlich will present a slide show with beantiful pictures of day
hikes with the Sierra Club on Saturday, November 22, from 5-6 PM, at the
Travel Bug, 328 South Guadalupe (at Montezuma),

SANTA FE RIVER NEAR DOWNTOWN
ADOPTED BY NORTHERN GROUP

We are excited to have a new project — one that is easy for you 1o
heip the River with a little of your time. We will start by picking up
trash and developing a management plan. As we move along, you
wilt learn how to identify invasive species.

The Northern Group of the Sierra Club has adopted the stretch of
the Santa Fe River between the DeFouri Street bridge and St.
Francis Drive. In addition to providing $1,000 to help Santa Fe
Watershed Association manage the entire River, we will be helping
to clear trash, control invasive species, and lobby our government
leaders to provide resources to help restore the river to a more
attractive place for us to enjoy.

Schedule for September and October:
Saturday, September 13 — 9 AM-12 noon — trash pick-up
Wednesday, September 17 ~ 5:30-7 BM —
development of management plan
Saturday, October 18 — 9 AM-12 noon ~ trash pick-up

All of these activities will meet at the Closson Street footbridge
over the Santa Fe River. You can park on Lower Alto Street, at the
north end of Closson Street. For more information contact John
Buchser (820-0201) or Chris Calvert (952 8097).

+ ¢ NORTHERN NEW MEXICO GROUP QFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ¢ ¢

Chalr ~ Jan Kinde] *

Vice-Chair - Barbem Jolmson *

Secretary/Treas ~ Lioncl Scracco

Pdlitical Committce-Susar Martin *

Membership/Activist Outings-Norma McCallan *

amceation@mindspring.com:
kearlsomwp@earthlink.net

garande@cnsp.conr

4747207
466-4935
9836715
988-5200

Jankindel@aol.com
Iunah3@aol.com

smartin@ian] gov

4710005
982-3926
424-1615
424-1435
474.7615

Rewsletter/Publicity - Kay Carlson

‘Web Moster - Gina Aranda

Phone Tree - Berla Hanna

Chapter Rep - Doug Fraser * Sraser@thuntek.net
* Member of the SF Group Executlive Commiliee

Outings - Norbert Sperlich 4744354
= Tobin Oruch oruchi@lanlgov 820-2844

Conservation - Paul Paryski * pparyski@aol.com  992-1984
Mining-Cliff Largen * clarsenl@ix.natcon,com  466-2128
Water-John Buchser * Jbuchser@eomeast et 820-0203
National Parks & Rangelands-Roger Pelerson rogpete@aol com  983-7559
Carson Nat'l Forest-George Grossman * 982-1024
Activist Qatings-Nerma McCalion * amecallan@mindspring.com 4710005
Land Use-Eleanor Eisenmenger 820-6401
Toxkcs-Jim Hannan Jhannan305@aol.com 9885760
Genetically Engineered Food-Jim Hannan Jhannan305@avlcom 988.5760

iz Rio GraNDE StERRAN
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GROUP OUTINGS FOR 2003

Sat Sun Qelober

Sat Sun Seplember
& Moderate/Strennous Hike Deception Peak, Lake Peak optionat.
2000" elevation gain. Leave 8 AM. Michael Goldey (820-7302)

7 Begiyner Easy Hike on Aspen Visla Road. Fabuloys views! No
dogs. Hiking boots required. Leave 8 AM. Alan Karp (424-8764)

13 Modeente Hike to Hamiltor Mesa. 7 miles RT, 1000 clevation
gain. Limit 15, Gail Bryount (1-505-757-6654)

13 Strenuous Hike Wheeler Peak, 10-13 miles, 300"+, leave 7 AM.
Limit 15, Leave 7 AM. Maest call: Don Rusthoi (650-8967)

13 Santa Fe River Cleanup Picking up trash 9 AM-12 noon, See

article or opposite page for more info. John Buchser (820-0201 or
jbuchser@comeast.net) or Chris Cabvert (992 80697)
13 Cerrillos Hills Pack Bike & horse day, & AM. Chris Reece
(474-0074 or bikefun@nets.com)
14 Moderats Hike in high country. Leave § AM, Art Judd (982-3212)

20 Ensy Birdwatch Walk with Audibon Society, bring biroculars.
Ron Dufly (982-2890)
20 Strenuous Hike to Placer Mountain, highest point in Ortiz

Mouatains. Dione jointly with Santa Fe Botanical Garden in their
Ortiz Mouatain Educational Preserve - $5 donation reguested,
Limit 20. Steep slopes, no trail, rough terrain. About 2060°
elevation gain, 7 miles RT. Eliza Sclimid (474-3846)
21 Muderate Hike Apache Canyon Loop, 6 miles RT, 800" elevation
gain. Some dogs allowed. Leave 9 AM. Lionel Soracco (983-6715)
27 Iiasy (but steep) Hike or Hyde Park Circle Trail. 5 miles RT,
1000' elevation gain. Moderate pace. DPogs with [eash allowed,
Leave 9:30 AM. Bob McKee (471-0005)
27 Moderate/Strenuous Fall Color Hike in Jemez, probably in
Cebolla Canyon, Calaveras Canyor area, Leave 7 AM., Call for
meeting place Micheel DiRosa (663-0648)
28 Moderate/Strenuous Fall Color Hike to Tesuque Peak, up by way
of Tesuque Creek, down by ridge route. Dogs allowed. Moderate
pace. Norma MeCallan (471-0005)
28  Cerrillos Hills Park Tour 16" 10 19% century mining techniques
and history, Bill Baxter (424-3574 or wbaxter@ix.nelcom.cnm)

Sat Sun  November . s e
1 Sant Fe River .Cic:mﬁ-p_" Remove brash and pick up trash 9 AM.

12 noon, Meet Closson Street footbridge {parking along lower
Alto}. John Buehser (820-0201 or jbuchser@comenst.net)

1 Eagy/Moderate Hike on Chaimisa Trail, § miles, 1240’ gain. Leave

9 AM, dops okay, bring leash, Eliza Schmid (474-5846)

Moderate Hike Bandelier. Lv 8:30 AM. Act Judd (982-3212)

Strenugus Hike up Cabezon, voleanic plug NW of Bernalitlo, Lots

of off-trail scrambling and some exciting unroped rock climbing.

4 miles, 1300 gain. Limit 13. Marcia Skillmaen (474-7414)

8 Easy Walk from Forest Read 79 via Arroyo Hondo to Watershed
Boundary, 6 mi. Guest leader Paige Grant, director of SF
Watershed Assoc (820-1695w) will discuss the angoing forest
thinning project along the fence line to prevent a catastrophic fire
in our city’s primary water source. Meef 8:15 AM BLA OFFICE an
Rodeo Road to carpoal, Dogs vkay, Bob McKee (471-0805)

8 Bike Ride Loop up chiseled Cochiti Canyon and down Bland
Canyon, with a stop at the ghost town of Bland if open. 16 miles
RT. 1300' gain, and several stream crossings along (mostly) hard-
packed gravel roads with some single track make this a technically
intermediate and moderalely strenuous ride, but worth it. Leave
8:00 AM. Maust call Michnel Di Rosn (663-0648 h, 667-0095 w)

% Moderate Hike up Atzlaya Mouatain in town, 7 Mi, 1800 gain,
dogs okay. Dan Rusthot (690-8967)

R

15 Easy Birdwatch Walk jointly with Audubon Society, bring
binoculars, Ren Duffy {982-2850)

15 Egsy-Moderatp Hike Gail Bryant (1-505-757-6654)

15 Strenuous Hike Gloricta Baldy and Ghost Town Ivop, 12 miles,

2800" gain, fairly fast pace, Allernalive hike if snowpacked.
Tobin Oruch (520-2844)

16  EnsyModerate Hike from Nun’s Corner along Penstemon Ridge,
7.5 miles, approx. 900" gaia. Moderate pace. Dogs okay. Leave 9
AM. Norma MeCallan (471.0005)

22 Strentrous Hike Queen Mary and Qtowi Mesasbelow Los Alamos,
Hike New Mexica'sversion of Moab stickrack! Approx. 10 miles,
1500° gain, mostly off-trail, significant rock scrambling aad some
cxposure, Fairly fast pace. Indian steps ascent optional. Leave 8:30
AM; must reserve people and dogs by 8 PM night before, Stephen
Markowitz (505.797.5833 stephenmarkowitz@corncast.net)

23 Easy Hike Diablo Canyon, 6 miles, 400", Victor Atyas (435-9434)

29 Eagy Hike to Tent Rocks neay Cochiti Pueblo, 2 miles, 350" gain.
Leave 9 AM, dops okay oa leash, Eliza Schmid (474-5846)

30 Strenugus Hike San Miguel Ruins in Bandelier, 11 miles, 2000"+
gain, rough teerain, some off-trail, Norbert Sperlich (474-4354)
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o, Oetaber Hikes (cont'd]

Saturday, October 4, 10 Sunday, October 12
Moderate/Strenuous Doy Hikes in the Maze District of
Canyonlands Nat’l Park, UT; must reserve carly. See compiete
wrileap on Ceatral (Albuquerque) Group page.
4 Stremuous Hike Jicarita Peak (clev, 12,835} in the northern Pecos
Wilderness with possible side trip Lo Serpeat Lake, 1112 miles,
2700, fakly fast pace, limit 15, Lavi Malhotra (995-8547 or
lavim@ix.netcom.com)
5 Moderate Hike above ST Ski Basin.Lv 8 AM. Art Judd (962-3212)

1i Strenuous Hike in Bandelier, Frijoles Canyon/Upper Crossing, fail
colors likely. 13 miles, 1600" gain. Norbert Sperlich (474.4354)
11 Cerrillos Hills Park 9 AM. Siginund Silher (ssifber1@juno.com)

12 Ensy Hike Tsipin Pueblo ruins on Polvaders Mesa: Hike to pucblo
ruing in tuf{ bedrock in Santa Fe Nat'l Forest near Abiquiu, lunch
on mesa ridge overlooking deep valley. The northernmost aud
largest of the Classic Period Pucblos (1200AD-1350AD). 5 miles
RT, 8G0' clevation change. Limit 15. Michael Goldey (§20-7302)

Wednesday, Qetober 15, to Sunday, October 19

Modernte/Steenuous Backpack in Paria Canyon and Buckskin
Guleh, UT; must reserve catly. See complete writeup on Central
(Albuguerque) Group page.

18 Sznia Fe River Cleanup Pick up trask % am-12 noon. Meet at the
Closson Street footbridge over the Santa Fe River. Park on Lower
Alto St, at the north end of Classon, Bring work boots and gloves,
See article on opposite page for more info. Johr Buchser (820-
0201 or juchser@comeast.net) or Chris Calvert (992 8097)

18 Easy Birdwatch Walk jointly with Audubon Society, bring
binoculars, Ron Dulfy (962-2800)

18 Yery Easy Rock Hop looking at petroplyphs, leave 9:30 AM, Gail
Bryant (1-505-757-6654)
18 Bike Ride Loop around Cabezon Peak, 23 mi, 500" gain, rolling

dirt roads in Puerco Valley. Technically easy, very scenic, but long
ride requiring an advanced level of biking fitness, Leave SC office
at 8:00 AM. Must call Michael Di Rosa (663-0648h, 667-0095w)

19 Strenwous Hike up - Pedernal, [amous Abiquiv arca mesa,
Scrambling and rock climb at very top. 9 miles, 2000° gzin.
Marcia Skillman (474-7414)

Saturday and Sunday, October 25 and 26

Manzano Mountains Car Camp & 2 Moderate Day Hikes (1)
Kayser Mill/Crest Trail/Ox Canyon with side trip 1o Manzano
Peak, 8 mi RT; (2) Red Canyon/Crest Tr/Spruce Springs, 7 mi RT;
about 1500" gain each day. Moderale pace. Dogs okay. Stay at Red
Canyon C.G., feave Friday PM. Norma McCatlan (471-0005)

25 Strenuous Hike up Gold Hill (clev 12,711") above Taos. 10 miles,
3420" gain, carly stant, dogs okay, Dan Rusthoi (690-8967)
25 Moderate Ilike SF zrea, dogs okay, Lionet Soracco (983-6715)
26 Ensy ilikg in the Cerrillos Hills, under 1000° gain, Victor Atyas
(438-0434)

26 Moderate/Strenuous Hike to Nambe Lake, 7 miles and 2100" gain,
steep in places. Dogs okay. Les Drapela {438-3306)

3

i»;zz i

ALWAYS:
PLEASE ALWAYS CALL THE OUTINGS LEADER PRIOR 10
A HIKE FOR CONFIRMATION AND DETAILS.

For additional outings in Northern New Mexico,
Please check the Pajarito Group page(s) in this newsletter.

Dutings Hotes - Unleas othervise noted, all outings feave from the Sierra office, 621 Ofd
Ganta Fo Trall, Plnza 62E, just seuth of Kaune's Gtocory at the correr of Old SF Trail and
Pasoo de Paralla, Carpooling will be erranged. Each hiker should como prepared to pay 52
a milo to tha driver of the car In which s/ho rides, Bring & lunch, woler, sturdy hiking boots
or shoos, and elothing suitable for the weather - lasdor resorves the lightto turn away anycne
whose equipment of exporlence appears unsuitabla, Leader ks right fo aller destination of
hike or cance! tip duo o wanther, unfavorable condltions, of insufficlont numbere of
participants, Unaccompenied minors must have wiitten p from parents or gt
ta pavticipate: parmissionfoims are evailable et the Slarra Club office. Dogs not permitted on
hikes unless noted otherwise. Telephona lender for detalls of the Individual hike. To
participate, you will need 1o sign a llability waiver. If youz would like 1o read a copy of the
weiver, see  hipifiwavsh lub.orgfeutings/chaptesf , or contaet the Outings
Departmient at (415) 977-5528 for & ptinted varsion.

RIO GRANDE SIERRAN NOW ON THE 'NET !
http:/fwwwv.riogrande.sierraclub.org/santafe/home.html
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Update on the Threat to Petroglyph National Monument

Since the July/August issue, the threat to the Petrogiyph Monament has
worsened.

In August, in an attempt to put the Petroglyph Road question squarely in the
hands of the citizens of Albuguerque, 1 measure was proposed in the City
Couneil that would hiave separated the funding for the Potroglyph roed from
the much larger Road Bond Issue that ineludes meney for roads all over the
City. Unfortanately this mensure failed, in spite of the numereus studies that
indicate a majority of the peeple in Albuguerque do not support roads through
the Monument.

Tiiercfore the clection for vaters {o consider this Bond Issue will ocour on
Tuesday, October 28th. Between now and then, the Club wiil be working with
groups such as the League of Women Voters, the Nationai Parks and Conserva-
tior Association, All Indian Pueblo Council, 1000 Friends of New Mexico,
SAGE Council and other proups to defeat this Bond Issue,

Finaneial consideratiens are the primary reason that the citizens of Albuguer-
que should vote against this Bond Tssue. [n this clection, Albuguerque volers
will decide whether to lax themselves $21,5 million dollars for this project,
What they may not know is the $21.5 million dollar price tag is only the
beginning of the S66 million dollars it will take te complete this project. This
funding request comses at a titne wlhen basic city services are not being met, 2s
evidenced by the Albuquerque Police and Fire departments asking voters for
an additienal 1/4 cent tax to help them meet basic services.

If buit, these roads will fast-track new development West of the Monument,
leaving existing Albuquerque taxpayers to foot the bill for even more new
roads and infrastructure, cn top of an already existing $5.9 billien dollar
infrastructure deficit. In addition, Albuquerque taxpayers will pay the [uil 366
mitfion doflar cost since the city is refusing to request federal matching funds
{customarily at least 333 million), in order to avoid triggering the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA} process.

1 that wasn't enough, there arc ether reasons why 1lie Petroglyph road project
should be abandoned.

- Albuquerque's compliance with SHPO (State Historie Preservation Office) is
net in contformity with New Mexico State law.

As recently s May 19, 2003, Gevernor Richardson’s State Historie Preserva-
tion Officer, Ms. Katherine Slick, again alerted the city they have not yet done
an adequate study of the aiternatives to the road, as required by New Mexice
state law. Although, SHPQ continues 10 netify the city of their legal obliga-
tions, the private developers and the Pro-read Mayor Chavez are boldly
moving ahead, ignoring New Mexico state law.

- The Environmental and Ethnographic Studies required for such projects are
weeluily inndequate. Former NM State Historic Preservation Gfficer Toim
Merlan, called the 1992 Environmental Impact Study (EIS) “wocfully
inadequate” citing numerous reasons that the EIS was not sufficient, Many
other groups aiso weighed in on the insufTicient information given in the
origingl EIS.

How you can help save tiic Petroplyphs

+ Vote Apainst the Bond Issue on October 28th

« Ask all your fricnds to vote against the Bond Issue

* Volunteer with the Central New Mexico Group or SAGE Council 1o defeat
the Bond Issue. Call any of the Excom niembers listed below to help.

+ Call Mayor Chavez at 505-768-3000 and let him know that the Petrogiyph
National Monument is a Mational treasure that deserves to be respected and
protected in its entirely. He’ll probably tell you that “not one Petroglyph

will be rarmed”, a slateiment which is hard to believe, considering that there
arc over 1,000 Petroglyphs that exist in the 8.5 acre corridor (according to
tl:e National Park Service mapping).

Call for Nominations to the ExCom

The Nominating Commitlee of 1l:e Central New Mexico Group is seeking
candidates for eicetion to the Group Execulive Committee (ExCom). If you
would be interested in being considered for candidacy or know anyonre why is,
please contact Nominating Committee members Michal Muidd, Blair Brown, 6f
Richard Jolinson (centact info befow). )

Volunteers Needed for
Children’s Water Festival 20031

This year’s Festival wil be held on Thursday and Friday, October 16" and §7°
at the Albuguerque Convention Center. 1,000 4th Grade students will come to
learn about water and its relationship to human and other natural resourees ina
fun and interactive atmosphere,

With so many students gathering, there are lots of things that folks can do, Tike
be Guides for student groups, Assistants for activity presenters, Phatographer,
Snack seevers, Traffic managers and Al around helper.

It's easy (we'll show you what to do) and alot of fun. If you can help, contact
Carrie Chandler at 505-293-6969, or warterfestival@hotmail.com,

Editor s Note: The Sierra Club is a_fnancial supporter of the Childron s Water Festival.

General Public Meetings

Monday, September I5th at 7:30PM

V. B. Price, celebrated columnist with the Albuquerque Tribune, wilf share his
views on some of the enviren.cntai and other chatlenges that confront
Albuquerque.

Monday, Qctober 20th at 7:307M

Pam Flowers will present hier stide show on the pleasures and challenges of
Arctic Dog Sledding.

Monday, November L7th at 7:300M

Hawks Aloft will come with a slide show and a few of their *feathered friends’.
December - Solsfice Party

Sec the November/December issue for details

We will be sending a reminder posteard to folks interested in attending, so
email us at bbiaitb2Z@aol.com to be added to the mailing list. Sce you there.
Al meetings will be at the First Unitarian Church on the corner of Cardisle
and Comanche, in the Social Hall.

All are FREE and open to everyone, Drinks and snacks are provided,
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Central New Mexico Group
PO Box 25342

5342

- 5ibyaquergue, New Mexico,

Executive Committee (area code 505)

Alma Rosa Silva Banuelos almarosat@yahoo.com

Blair Brown 259-7190 Libiaith2@aol.com

Marilynn Cooper 842-0185 marilynucooper@qwest.net
Mark Doppke 768-13160" marckdoppke@yahon.com
Richard Johnson 2774144 rshechan@unm.edu

Miclal Mudd 884-3315 mudd_pi@mac.com

Mike Puelle 301-5915 mikepucllef@mac.com
Meribeth Theisen 238-4535 littledeer@litiledeemusic.com
Sherry Wolf® 254-2190 wolffilibra.unm.cdu

The Executive Committee normally meets on the 2nd Monday of each’
meonth at 7:30PM. We meet at various locations, 50 please contact one
of us for the meeting location, er if you have issucs youwould like to
discuss. The mectings are free and open to all members.,

Project Leaders (area code SU3)
Chapter Representative

Marilynn Cooper 842-0185 matilynncooper@aquest.net
Conservation Chair

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@yahoo.com
Membership/Puhlicily

Michal Mudd 884-3315 mudd_pi@mac.com
Newslelter

Blair Brown 259-7190 bblairb2{facl.com
Qulings

David Ther 260-1553 grelbik@worldnetatt.net
Political

Richard Barish 232-3013 rdbarish@aol.com
Programs

Richard Johnson 277-4144 rshechan@unm.edy

Shamy Wolf 254-2196 woli{@libra.unm.edu
River [ssucs

Richard Barish 232.3013 rdberish@aol.com
Waler Issues

Mark Doppke 768-1160 marckdoppke@lyahos,com
Wildlife

Shery Wolf 254-2190 wolf@libra.unm.edu

The Ceniral New Mexico Group of the Sierra Club
depends on the efforts of volunteers.

\_ o join us, give any of us a call. J

SepTEmBER/OcToBER 2003



1t is rare that one of our own n:s for public office and raver still that a Sierza Cltb member or
avowed conservationist is considered the front sunner for public office. In Albuquerque’s District
6, we are fortunate enough to have long-time environmenlal activist Martin Feinrich manning for
City Council, Even more exeiting is that many community leaders, activisis and political pundits
agree that he is the likely front runner.

Mariin was instrumental in the release of Mexican wolves into the New Mexico/Arizona border-
lands in the 19905 and he ran Cottenwood Gulch, n well respected environmental edueation
program, for over five years, He has served on Albuguerque’s Open Space Advisory Board, his
neighiborhood association beard, and is active on revitalization issues in Albuquerque.

Martin has worked with groups as diverse as ranchers, labor unions, Native American tribes, and
neighborhood associations, Fart of his strenpth is that witile he has strong positions on matiers
ranging from urban planning to proteetion of the Bosque and defending Petroglyph National
Monusnent from sprawl, he can still work effectively and respectfully with groups who do not
share his views. Martin would bring reai diplomacy and balance to the often tancorous Albuguer-
que City Counctl,

Your help can help make Martin's campaign successful, so call 842-5539 and volunteer, [f we are
ever going to make New Mexico a more sustainable place, we will need advocates in local office

wha care about New Mexico’s peaple and eavironment.

The City Council Election is Tuesday, October 28th.

BESURETO VOTE !

Peace Camp 2003

Working For Our Survival
Friday te Sunday, September 12-14

Pence camp is an epportunity for people to meet and netwark to help irfluence
aur fisture. The Peace Camp invites groups and individuats committed to Peace
Camp’s purpose, their families, and friends.

‘The program includes Workshops and Strategy Sessions on Ecenomic Justice,
Nukes, Toxics, and Water, Creating Peace in Violent Times, Returning to a
Sustainable Socicty, Nen-violent Communication Training and Hands on Art.

Events include Community Bulldmg, Herb Watk, Kids' space, Children’s
: Peace Pow Wow, Cnmpmg, i _qu Cal pﬁm ,nctivj cs.

Great News - Zuni Salt Lake is Saved

Salt River Project, an Asizona power company, has announced that they have
apandoned plans to build & coat mine near Zuni Salt Lake, the take held sacred
by the Zuni’s and other Mative American tribes.

This decision apparently brings to a clese a two-decades long baitle that pitted
the Zunis, other tribes, environmentalists, religious {eaders and - eventually -
New Mexico's congressional delegation apainst the power company and the
federal govemment, which had granted mining permils.

The Zuni's have long contended that the mine would jeopardize whal the tribe
hchcvc& i lhc ilo:m: Df Salt Woman, thc:r ccnlral dmly

H
Peace Camp s '.'rcc Suggt:stcd dannuon of $5 or mare, No one will be turned
away. Wheelchair accessible, Dogs must be on leashes.

Cedro Peak Campground: From Albuquerque head east on 1-40, south at Cedar
Crest/Tijeras exit, onto highway 337, south 5 miles, turn east (left) en Juan
Tomas Rd, nozth (left) at the Cedre Peak campground road, Robin Loop on the

to keep the mining ventuze at bay. Opponents of the mine got a major boost
recenily when members of New Mexico's cengressional dclcgtinn sent a fetler
to the Interior Depariment rcqucslmg a tempm’ary suspensian of the power
company’s mining permit.

*Cagoing nomenium got 1o a point of critical mass' said Jaime Chavcz ofthe .

feft . Zuni Salt Lake Coalition. *And that critical mass is the power of native tribes
Please RSVP to CARD at 266-2663 or 266-7567 as soon as possible.  Car- coming together, the power of spirituality, the power of people with convie-
poofing can be arranged. tions coming together.”

Note: The Central New Mexico Group is a co-sponsor of Peace Camp 2003,

Outings
Saturday, Scptember 27th - Cat Mesa Crossover Hike
We will do & one-way hike from a point in the Jemez River Canyon, Soull: of
Jemez Springs and end in San Juan Canyon to the North of Ponderosa. This
wiil be a strenuous off-iraii semi-exploratory hike of 8 to 9 miles in length and
a cumulative clevation gain of at ieast 2000 feet,

The route will cover some of 1lie prettiest landscapes in the Southern Jemez.
We plan on deing this hike at a reasonable pace, so we can enjoy the sights
along the way. There is a chance that we may run into dackness, se bring a
light.

Call the leaders for fusther info. Rick Hurley, 299-8401, Slrspunuus@aol cotn
or Tom Petencin, 271-3928, tompeten@juno.con

Saturday, October 11th - Manzanes Fall Color Hike/Cookeut

Weil venture south and set up a car shuttie between two lesser visited
trailheads in the North Manzane Mountains (one wiil be the Bosque Trasl,
weather may determing the other) to experience New Mexico’s Fall Color
(maple-red and aspen-yellow). Stemming views along the Manzano Crest trail
will be enjoyed. Bring water, funch, hiking attire. Long pants for brushy trails
would be handy, Rick is thinking sbout an informal cockent after hike (cali for
infa). Hike: 7-8 miles {almost all on trail), Elevation: 1600°. Drive: ~ 60 miles,
last portion on dirt roads.

Contact Rick Hurley, 299-8401, sirspurious@aof.com, David Ther, 260-1533,
or Tom Petencin, 271-5928, tompetenf@juno.comn for meeting time/place.

Saturday, October 4 Lo Sunday, Getober 12 - Car Camp with Moderate/
Strennous Dayhilees in the Maze Distriet of Canyenlapds N1, Utah.

We will car camp for 7 nights at various campsites along the Spanish Bottony
Road. We'H be exploting the South and Piclograph forks of Horse Canyon,
Shot Canyen, Water Canyon, Pete’s Mesa, Ermics Country and its canyons, the
Doll House area, and Spanish Bottom in Cataract Canyon of the Colorado
River, Our goal will be to absorb as much as we can of these places {con’t ->)

SepteEMeer/OcToBER 2003

“There’s going to be a party’ Zuni Lt, Gov. Carmelita Sanchez said afler the
utility’s decision.

Tribal and coalition leaders say they will continue working to have the salt lake
area made a sanctuaty zene so the Salt River Project or some other company
does not try to mine there in the futurc,

during our time there. Aboeut 100 miles and 5000 feet of elevation change. The
total permnit fee will be shared equaily between the group. Designed for
adventurous, energetic, sociable, and spirited hikers, The permit is limited to 6
hikers and 3 4WD, higl: clearance vehicles.

Contact Tom Veto, 345-9923, redrockboy@atiglobal.net

Wednesday, Qctober 15 to Sunday, October 19 - Moderate/Strenuous
Backpack in Paria Canyon and Buckskin Gulch, Utali.

This hike {5 a canyon country classic. We’ll start at Wire Pass trailiiead and
make our way down the 12 mile long spectagular narrews of Buckskin Gulch
10 its confluence with Paria Canyon. From the confluenee, we'll explore the
upper narews of Paria before starting our 30 mile walk down beautilul and
photogenic Paria Canyon to Lee’s Ferry by the Colorado River, We’il be
walking through lols of mud, especially in Buckskin, so expect o wear

‘footwear that will probably be trashed by the end of the hike. For those who
- enjoy a good mud bath, 1his hike should not disappoint. We'll also do side

hikes to places like Wrather Avch, one of canyon country’s largest. About 40
miles'and 1706 feet of clevation foss. The total pernsit fee will be shared
equally betweenithe group, Designed for adventurous, energetic, sociable, and
spirited hikbr_s.  pecmit is fimited to 6 backpackers,

Contact Tom Vele, 3459923, redrockboy@attglobal.net .

Saturday, October. 25th .Emhudo Trail to South Peak, Sandia
Mountain Wild rness,
This is a somewlsat’ strenuou bul rcwardmg hike to the highest point of the
south Sandias, Appro: s‘round-irip, 3500 ft. clevation.

Contact David Ther al 26 -

“ - Rio GRANDE SiErRRAN
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NEWS FROM THE CHAIR

Don Dearholt

here are many good things going on now, in spite of BLM's

lack of foresight and good judgment on their EIS for Otero
Mesa. The response of the chapter and our group will be deter-
mined soon, beginning with discussions taking place at the chap-
ter ExCom meeting on September 6 and 7,

PLANNING MEETINGS

Wednesday, Sepfember 10: ExCom and interested mem-
bers and guests of the SNM Group, 6:30 p.m. at the new
Southwest Environmental Center (SWEC) location at 275
North Downtown Mail (1/2 block south of Coa's My Book-
store), just south of Las Cruces Avenue on the mall, Please
enter the west door, just south of Day's Hamburgers. We
have a long and important agenda, including the three foci
recently decided upon--the Nuit Grasslands, Otero Mesa,
and assuring that the current representative to congress from
District 2 is retired after one term.

Wednesday, October 8: ExCom and interested members
and guests of the SNM Group, 6:30 p.m. at the new South-
west Environmantal Genter (SWEC). For directions, please
see the preceding paragraph.

PROGRAM MEETINGS

We expect to have a fantastic program in October, one which
is co-sponsored by other orgamzatrons as well, but have not

settled on a time and place”yét. The "topic is narfowed to™ "

either global climate change, or ANWR. Please waich for
the publicity as October nears, and come and bring friends!

OTERO MESA HAPPENINGS:

Saturday, September 13th: Communily Organizing Event in
Carisbad, NM, This event will {ast all day. Perhaps a tour of
Otero could occur on Sunday the 1 41h of Seplember (for maore
info. about this event, please contact either Natharn Newcomer
or Stephen Copra, ot 505-843-8496).

Beginning Friday night {compout) the 26th, Safurday & Sun-
day, September 27-28th: Science Research weekend. This, in
my opinicn, would be the perfect opportunity for all to not
only get a sense of Ofero Mesa, but o also help in gathering
important data on the fragile black grama grasslands, and the
habifat of songbirds, raptors, and prairie dogs (for more info.
about this event, please contact Nafthan Newcomer ¢r Stephen
Capra, at 505-843-84696),

Saturday, October 4th: General outing to Ctero Mesa. Explor-
ing the pehoglyphs and fantastic plant diversity on Alamo
Mountain {for more info. abous this event, please contact Greta,
at greta@nmwild.org, or 505-527-9962).

October 17-1%th: Otero Mesa Religious Refreaf & the cre-
afion of an inferfgith Advisory Stafement. This wilf be alime of
prayerful reflection and working as a group to better compre-
hend and express Ctero Mesa's value and meaning {for more
info. about this event, please contact Stephen Capra, at 505-
843-8696).

Cheryll:Ble
Tgeasure:JSccretmy

'QOUT!NGS

Ilke more mformatlon, at 505-744-5860.

rnatlon on Iettmg four Iegs do thevork mstead of Just twoI
Fal! Ti‘ar! F?rdes 2003 Celebrate rhe Desert

' Brh'y Prewrtr Medrcme Hat Basm Horse & Mu.fe Company
Mrke Coombs Hrgh Hange Equestnan Connectrons

>From Saturday October 18th through Sunday December
14th, the Medicine Hat Basin Horse & Mule Company plan

beyond our planned suburban streets, with their illision of

west

the Jornada Del Muerto or Mexican Chihuahua desert; from
the Tularosa Valley or fractured landscape of the Basin and

fragility of their 'oasis'. In modern times, however, it is all toc
easy to ignore the desert context of our lives., :

.October 18 (Saturday) kae to Sawyers Peak Meet at__'_ The mountains west.of |-25 are a perfect place:to become.
ihe ‘general store’in Hilisboro at 8:30 a.m.-This will be a
slow, easy hike appropriate for arthritic knees, although hav- -
ing arthrrtls is not a prerequisite! Calt Margot Wltscn rf you'd_ ‘tandmarks on the Blitterfield Tralf - the canyons of the Si-

- erra De Las Uvas, the Sleeping Lady Hills, Cooke's Peak;

There is another and new opportunlty to get out i our wor-
‘derful .southwestern countryside, ‘and here'is some infor- -
At thls trme we plan to take grcups of 4 - 10 persons ata
2 cost per person of around $50 fora 1/2 day.and $100 for -a’
~‘full day. A méal can be prcvrded at the trarl head at a smalli
: addrtlonal charge X . . i

- theRough and Ready Hills, and * landmarks 'of El Cammo'f-
: Real-Tonuca and the Rob!edo Mountains : :

c -lfyou would like 1o | jcrn us, please cail Mlke Goombs at 382-'-:_;
7510, or 'email him"at’ mmc@highstream net. Since-there

‘toTun 1/2 < 1:day rides into the mountain desert west of the -

‘Mesilla Vallsy. Living in the green fertility ‘of ‘our irfigated ~ Tiding experience is necessary; we have gentle stock.

valley, we can forget the true nature of this Country.-Just

from you and plan the trip to sulit your specific interests, Nc_.

“ Billy Prewitt was born in Hatch and moved o Fresno CA to ;

Ilmltless water electnclty and access Ires the real South- ‘make a life In the trucking business and as a cowboy. He is.

The Mesﬂ[a Va”ey has |0ng been a place Of resp]{e from .. 'landscape of his childhood. Mike Coombs was bomn i in Lon-:

Range Province. Travelers would be always aware of the

reacquainted with'the desert; and the Fall is the perfect: timéf
to doit. We are plannmg ndes ‘on BLM land, including:.*

are many possible formats for a'ride, we would like to.hear

now retiring back to New Mexico to run his Horse & Mule:
trail business and introduce those new to the desert to the!

don UK and moved to the Computing Research Laboratory |
at New Mexico State University. He became acquainted wrth ]
desert riding while condmcnlng Engfish horses, o
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The Battle for El Paso: Chapter I

The JOBE Antitrust Issue
by Taylor Moore

Where docs a pollister get the clout to capture governmental regulators? Part of
Jobe Concrete Products clout comes from Hegal monepoly power.

The antitrust Jaws of the United Staies, Texas and New Mexico alt provide that
“Every contract, cotnbination, or conspiracy in restmint of trade or commerce is
unlawful." Substantial civil and criminal penalfics can and should be imposed for
violation of these statutes,

In 1989 Jobe Concrete Praduets, Ine. acquired El Paso Sand Products, Inc. for
approximately $12 million and obtained a monopaly on El Pase’s sand and gravel
market, the ready mixed concrete market, and the hot mix market. Jobe paid for the
purchase of £l Paso Sand with hot checks. Jobe was nat prosecuted for anti-trust
violations, but Stanley Fobe, the father, nnd others were prosecuied and convicted
for money [aundering. Stanley Jobe served six months in jail. He was pardored on
President Clinton™s last day in office.

In 1599 Jobe’s monopoly was sold to The RMC Group. the largest ready mixed
concrete company in the world, which is reporied to have a market value of $2.3
billion. RMC paid $116.8 million to acquire Jobe and Reno Sparks Ready Mix.

RMC has u Jong, sordid history of antitrust violations. In 1970 it was caught
violating England’s antitrust laws and was ardered to cease such activities. The
company promised not te do it again, but watked cut of the courtroom and
continued to collude with its competitors, The fine imposed on RMC's companies
for this offense was far greater than the fine imposed on any of its competitors. The
judge stated that continuation of the agreements into the 1980s showed o “blatant,
persistent and widespread disregard of court erders which strikes at the heart of
the rule of law and the public interest™. He calied the situation “intelerable,” and
ridiculed the companies” defense that they expressly forbade carfe] activitics by

 their employees by calling it a “paper exercise™.
p 2 D

In 1999 RMC.wes caught in Germany. While promising the German regulate
bad stopped its monbpolistic conduct, RMC it was busy acquiring the Jobe
moropoly i the El Paso-Southern New Mexico region,

Toduy, antitrust activities by building materiafs firms are a world-wide
phenomenon'and are the subject of unprecedented probing by anti-trust authorities.
But not in El Paso. As recently as October 31, 2002, RMC eliminated another
competitar by acquiriag substantiatly 21l of the assets of Rio Grande Materials,
which operates in Texas and New Mexico. As usual RMC continuad to attempt to
preserve the itlusion of competition by failing to change the compazy name over the
daor when it made the acquisition—igncring mounting criticism ofthis technique.

Has this polluter captured the regulatory agencies in your community tog? Ifs0,
what are you going to do about it?

El Paso Group Activist Taylor Moore is a retived Houston lawyer whe speaks and
writes frequently against corruplion in government and industry.
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Selected Qutings

Sept 13: Ralfroad-Gallenas Ganyon Loop Dayhlke

Place: Gila National Forast west of Kingston, NM

Class: Strenuous

Length: 13 miles

Elevation gain: 1800 fest

Leader: Cart Horkowitz (815) 759-2606 (W} chorkow! @elp.rr.com

Just over Emory Pass from Kingston, the Railroad Canyon trailhead offers casy
access to beautiful streamside trails leading up 1o the crest above the wildest part
of the Gilz wilderness, Bring u lunch te cat at the wilderness houndary as we
traverse over {o Galleras Canyon for our descent back to the trailhead,

Sept 27-28: Argentina Canyon Backpack

Place: White Mountain Wildemess

Clags: EasyModerate

Length: 7 miles

Elavation gain; t200 feet

Leader: Carolina Greenfield (915) 594-7342

“The White Mountain Wildemness above Bonito Lake js one of the wonderful
treasures ava ilable to El Pascans. High aftitades with great vistas over the
TFularosa Basin enable a city dweller te “get away from it all” in short order. This
great boop backpack climbs steeply up through Argentina Canyon 1o the crost, then
descends gently using the speetacular Crest Trail to the Spring Cabin area,
fenturing huge prassy tent-sites under stately pines. Descent {o the traithead s
through picturesque Little Bonito Canyon,

Oct 4-6: Wheeler Peak Backpack

Place: Wheeler Peak Wilderness, NM

Class: Maderate +

Length: 24 mile foop

Elevalion gain: 3800 feet

Leader: Mike Episcapo (915) 584-9322 milepisco@episd.org

We'll stay in the Santa Fe arca Friday night, continuing carly Saturday to the East
Fork trailhead within Carson Natienal Forest. Afler spending Saturday night
camped below Horseshoe Lake, we will rise early an Sunday and dayhike 3 miles
to the peak. Our return is via the Lost Lake trail. ]
Bct 17-19: Twanty-Five Yard Spring Backpack

Place: Apache Kid Wildemess, San Mateo Mountains, NW of Cuchilly, N

Class: Moderately Strenucus

Lengih: About 12 miles

Elevalion Galn: 2260 feet

Leader: Rollin Wickenden 855.8697(H) rwickala@anlcom . . . oo
We wi lepart Friday evening and drivé 15 Springtime Campground. 174 miles ™ ©

west inte the moundains on FR 225 from 1-25 at the Red Rock exit. The planned
hike leaves from Springtime campground on Saturday momning and ascends trail
#43 to the crest of the San Mateo’s at Bill Pliillips saddle. The teail then turns
nerlly, descending inte Smith Canyon. We will continue north to Twenty-five yard
spring, our backcountry campsite, in the shadow of Apache Kid Peak, Sunday we
witl yetrace our steps to the cars. This is a hike into 2 remote arca that we have aot
done in several years, The color change of the trees should be evident, with the
aspen tuming a bumished gold color. Come join us ona modermiely strenuous hike
toa remote comer of the San Matco Mountains, one of Mew Mexica’s least-visited
mountain ranges.

Liabllity Walver Remindar

AH pasticipants on Sierra Club outings are requized to sign a standard liability
waiver. If you would like to rend the liability waiver before you chose to

pasticipate on an outing, please go fo: htip:ffvevrw sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/

forms/, or contact the Qutings Dept. at (415) 977-5528 for print version.

'S ™
2003 El Paso Regional Groun Directory {Area Code 915)
htip:iitexas.siarraclub.orgfelpaso

Chair . Inner City Outings

ExCom M *

Laurence Gibson:* 594-7342 Tod Mont gfi“;’;’:mn "Fed Mertig: 852-3011
.lglbson@utcp.edu tmertig@earthlink net tmertig@earthlink.net

Vice Chair Jose Escobedo: * 751-1834 Outings

Jim Gibson: * 593-0506 escobedo25(@hotmail.com Laurence Gibson: 594-7342
Jgibson932@aol.com Greg Lawson: * 532-7273 Igibson@utep.edu

Secretary vegetexan(@zol.com Ountings

Ann Falknor; * 833-9162 Liz Walsh: * 584-1471 Rollin Wickenden: 855-6697
afalknor@whe.net ewalsh@utep.edu rwickgila@acl.com

Treasurer Chapter Delegate Membership

Kathy Sunday: 584-9301 Jose Escobedo: 751-1834 Ted Mertig: 852-3011
sundayt@zianet.com escobedo(@hotmail.com tmertig(@earthlink.net

Editor Chap Delegate Alternate Webmaster

Laurence Gibson: 594-7342 Liz Walsh: 584-1471 Terry Sunday: 584-9303%
lgibson@utep.edu ewaish@utep.edu sundayt@zianet.com
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Apply Sustainable Paradigms in Public Land Managemerit

This is an excerpt from a talk given in May 2003 in Farmington, New Mexico by Gloria Flora, a former forest
supervisor wwha now direcis Sustainable Obtainable Solutions, a non-profis organization dedicated ta the sustain-
ability of public lands and the conmmnities that depend on then.

lobally to locally, the principles of sustain-
G ability are the same. Scicnce, experience

and historical evidence have helped us
define the system conditions that sustain the carth
and its inhabitants over time. When we apply these
principles to rraditional industry and the manage-
ment of public fands, new perspectives shov us
alternatives to current unsustainable practices. The
first step, though, is to acknowledge that the existing
practices are unsustainable.

That is challenging when we are asking the wrong
questions or using the wrong analytical tools. Far
example, we measure short-term cash flow but don't
examine the long-term relationships between people
and natural systems, We speak as
if maintaining the supply and
quality of natural resources were
central to public land manage-
ment. In realigy, howaver, our
predominant sacial paradigm
of growth and cansumprion
actually directs what happens
ot public lands today. Natural
systems are collateral damage.

The missions of the largest Jand-management
agencies—the U.S. Forest Service and Burean of
Land Management (BLM)—are similar:

* conservation,

*+ multiple use, and

= sustainability.
The sustainability mission is inhereat, since federal
lands are intended to benefic the public in perpetu-
ity. No other land stewards have the iegal (and
moral) ebligation to manage for future genemtions.

. Unfortunately, chis responsibility is frequently

abrogared for decisiens thar favor oversimplified
cconomic goals, the desire for quick returns, and
mitigation efforss that are merely bandaids.

This decision-making approach: neatly sidesteps
long-term impacts and the cumulative, downstream
consequences of policics. Mo one has to wait 1o cash
a check ar the bank. As a result, our bank of natural
capital is overdrawn~a direct violation of the
missions and mandates that dircct federal land-

-responsible official:- Meamwhile, the Forest-Servicew

management agencics o protect and conserve
resources for furure generations.

Why? Our society craves rapid gratification, and
all natural resource decisions are secial decisions.
Thus, we continue to sustain growth and
consumption rather than narural systems.

The Effects of Social Pressure on People
Within public agencies, people are interpreting
mandates 2nd making decisions. The responsibilities
of a line officer call for vision and leadership skills—
courage, integrity, honesty and the ability to bring
out the best in others. When these qualities give way
to concerns of carcer preservation, ¢go and political

“Qur bank of natural capital, however, is overdrawn,
in vielation of the missions of our land-management agencies.
Why? Our society craves rapid gratification,
and all natural resource decisions are social decisions.”

“flexibility,” sustainability of the natural resource
is the first casualzy.

Most agency employees are professional, dedicated
people, bur they are overwaorked, whipsawed by
internal change, computer-bound, budget-driven,
under-appreciated and threatened. For instance, 2
recent Executive Order requires BEM employees 1o
report any mitigation measures, public-invelvement
processes or ather “obstacles” that slow energy per-
mitting—and they must list their name 2s the

and Park Service are busily “outsourcing™-~turning
carcer positions over to the fowest bidder in the
private sector {sec Sierran JulyfAugust 2003).
Employces who would pursue sussainable practices
face an uphill struggle inasmuch as:
+ they lack training;
+ there is no social or institutional emphasis, on
or reward system for, sustainable practices; and
= they face increasing management
complexity.
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Battle-worn and defensive, employees see public
involvement as simply inviting more work and more
conflict. Again, the path of least resistance beckons.

The internal politics and pressures that drive
policy remain largely hidden from he eyes of the
public. The frustration of trying to introduce change
hints at the magnitude of the forees that support the
status que. History shows us that calls for sustain-
abilicy are ignozed until draconian legal challenges
command attention, Communities witness continu-
ing, incremental, irzetricvable fosses of landscapes
and lifestyles thar agencies dismiss as necessary trade-
offs {with no value atrached} to create jobs or achieve
targets. No wonder there’s so litle truse.

Reguiation Without Ecological Awareness

Although Cengress has enacted a plethera of
envirenmental laws over the past 140 years, few in
Congress actually understand:

¢ the nature ef what those laws

strive to protect, ot

* the ramifications of those

laws.
Public-opinion polls and clection-
cycle palitics drive policy, but nei-
ther the public nor the politicians
understand ecosystems and their
vulnerabilities, When Congress does try to affect
change, it toe may be frustrated and resore to theeats,
punitive management through budger hijinks and
demanding reports in infinitesimal derail, QOccasion-
ally, they target individuals; the list of telocated line
afficers is fong,

LS, politics are slick with oil. George W, Bush isa
multi-millionaire thankes to oil. Dick Cheney reccives
miltions annually in severance pay from Halliburton
{a global oil-industry playcr that is equally at home

sin-Farmingron; N M- and-Trad) T i ot Wes ==

of lobbying for and representing industry, Gale
Norton heads the U.S. Deparunent of the Interior.
Her assistants are Steve Griles, a recent lobbyise for
the coal and ofl industries, and Rebecca Watson,

2 pro-industry lawyer.

In the U.S. Department of Agriculture, there’s
the same strong support for industry and, with onc
exception, a significant lack of natural resource expe-
ricnce—an agricultural economist, a timber lobbyist,
and a young lawyer who has never worked ourside
the Beltway hold the top three positions.

It’s no surprise that we are seeing dogged pursuit of
unsustainable pracrices, bulldozing of environmental
regulations, and a disquicting exclusion of the public
from decision-making.

Incomplete Economics

Our ability to achieve sustainability is on thin ice,
because we use incomplete cconomics to measure
the costs and benefits of policies and projects. When
we fail to account for associated environmeneal and
social costs, we arc left with expensive realities——
Superfund sites, discase, habirat destrucrion and
species loss are unaccounted costs of many projects.

It has become routine to justify unsustainable
activities by ciing job creation and industry profit.
The public hears assurances that stipulations,
regulatien and monitoring will protect the environ-
ment as these activities proceed, but z line officer
can walve stipulations upon request—and they do,
85% of the time, according o a recent study.
Monitoring occurs rarely, and even when it does,
declines in ecosystemn quality rarely crigger penalties.

Carrot-znd-stick regularions are fundamentally
flawed and have limited effect on envizonmental
protection. [ncentives and subsidies are based on
the assumptions of unlimited supply and demand
(wiltingness te pay); instead of encouraging better

(continued on the next page)
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Sustainabitity (continreed from the previons page)

practices, they encourage consumpsion, Punitive
regulations encourage adversarial “cops and robbers”
relationships. Entire staffs of fawyers worle ca
citcumvenc agencics while the damage continues.

Regulations meant to discourage environmental
destrucrion are effective only when applicd consis-
zeatly and when fines for infractions are karge
enocugh to kurt. The degree to which regulatory
requirements arc cusrently applied and enforced
depends on the political and econemic clout of the
affender, rather than thie keteer of the Jaw. Threats of
job lesses bring quick agency retreat.

In summary, most environmental regulations
rarely keep pace with secial dynamics and, as
implemented:

* are profoundly influenced by industry;

* fail to account for the criple bottom ling;
* are activated by violation, not compliance;
* have an inconsistent basis in science; and
* have no relationship with sustainability.

Industrial Use as a Priority

Despite the manera of multiple use, agencies are
now directed to give highest priority to industrial
use, especially energy development. Trying to move
toward sustainability with that directive is akin 1o
wearing snowboots for a swim.

The industry model takes a uilitarian view of
resources, With econemics as a yardstick, obtaining
raw materials with as few limitations as possible is
a logicat goal. Revenue and growth are the primary
indicators of success. Regulations dictate the mini-
mal envizonmental behavior that is acceprable. Do
less, if the savings offset the fire, or better still, iF
youL can get away with it. Logical yes, sustainable no.

The cconomics-only paradigm rewards shozt-term
profiss and a strong quartecly bottom line. Industry
disavows or covers up the cumulative destructive
¢ficets of s actions, Merpgers, bankrupicics and
highly-paid lawyers abfisscate the trail of responsi-
bility, in part by using political contributions o
buy regulatory changes.

Echics aside, this focus on economic returns
assumes that nartural capital and the services thac
nature provides ate free and in infinite supply. The
value of & tree’s ability to produce oxygen and zbsorb
CQ, is not part of the economic equation ina

¢ pcunons and bailot—issue i
onis must be received by 9/22. :
. must dchvcr cllglblc vom llsts w’

simber sale. The values of groundwater and of eryp-
togamic soils to restst crosion are not part of the
economic equation when we consider drilling for
natural gas. Toxic wastes and by-products “disap-
pear” under a thin kyer of dirt. There is no value
placed on people’s relationship with landscapes,

our sense of place.

The ether fundamental flaw of the economics-only
paradigm is this assumption: Al growth is good.
Marusal systems temper growth by maximizing
ecosystem health--we den't. Growth in the United
States requires increasing consumption of natural
resources. The overall trend worldwide is a decling in
productive habitass juxcaposed to an cver-increasing
population with greater demands for natural
resources. If this is so obvious, why haven't we, asa
sociery, asked logical questions about the industrial
paradigm that dominates our public fands—our
national treasurc chest of natural resources.

The answer isn't easy, We really don’t want to
change our own lifestyles. When we de try, we dont
find super-efficient transporsacion and housing;
clean, renewable energy; comprehensive recyeling
and re-use programs; or local, organic produce
readily available.

Action Based on Sustainability

When we apply the principles of sustainabiliy to
public jands and waditienal industry, we can actin
cffective ways:

» First, demand better alternatives. Be insistent
and persistent. In the meantime, demand that
agencies follow the Jaw and the mitigation
measures preseribed in environmental docu-
ments, including monitoring,

Second, stay politically aware, and vocal, and
involved. Vore.

Third, vete again, this time with your
dollars, Manage your consumption; stop
buying what you don’t need. Every dollar you
spend sends a message thar you supporc and
condone what was done to others and the
environment to enzble you o have

this product.

Public land-management ageneies will change
when society does. Only then can we ensure chat our
public nacural capirtal principle is well protecced and
that we are living off the inzerest—wsustainably.

For more information, contact Gloria Flora, execu-
tive direccor of Sustainable Obtainable Selutions,

+

*

in Helena, MT (406/495-9661; gflora@s-0-
solutions.org).
~—Gloria Flom
©Sustainable Obtainable Solutions
Avgrest 2003
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Let the Great Outdoors Play Ilts Part in Fitness and Well-being

graduate student who was part of a UNM

team working with the New Mexico State
Parks Division en its five-year updarte of the State-
wide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
(SCORP).* Numerous public mectings failed to
draw many people, so she was calling representatives
of 2 number of arganizations, including the Sierra
Club, to get cur inpu directly.

The first of the four questions she asked was: How
have trends in New Mexica outdoor recreation been
changing? After thinking about it, I conciuded that
the biggest change (all over the country, aor just in
New Mexico) is that America’s love of machines and
speed is spreading furcher and further over the land.

Besides the ubiquitons car and pickup truck,
SUVs, AT Vs, mozorcyeles, motor boats, jet skis and
snowmobiies are roaring all over the countryside
spewing fumes and naise, polluting the air and the
water, ereding fragile landscapes and consuming
large amounts of gasoline. The impacts in this man-
ner become political, as the Bush Administration
embroils isself in complexiries like Middle Eastern
politics and uses scare tacsics about dwindling oil

E ; everal months aga, | reccived 2 call from a

reserves to open all of our public Jands to drilling,
even some of the last wild places, like the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge.

This type of recreation impacts more than
environmenral health, it also impacts human health,
The driver may be recreating and enjoying the out-
doors but sthe gees Jitde or no exercise through chese
motorized pursaits. Article afier article in recent
months has pointed our thar we are becoming a
natien of the obese. Our very technological successes
and brealzhroughs over the past 50+ years have
made many of us unfit and overweight.

Now I an: sure that many of you don’t fit this
stereotype, bur you prebably have friends who do.
And evers when people are fitness-minded, many
drive to gyms and health spas. Not to denigrase these
activitics and busiresses that play a useful role in
keeping our bodies firm and supple, but these are
indoor, and often costly, pursnits. Simply walking
and hiking on a regular basis can mainzain our
health and sanity.

One can, of course, tramg over the hills alone, and
we all have done it on countless occasions. But par-
ticipating in a group outing provides not enly good
exercise, but also pood camaraderie, and the oppor-
tunity 10 learn about new trails and see new scenery
(hopefully unblemished by elouds of exbaust smoke).
Check out ane er mote of our Sicrra outings, and
bring along a friend! Hiking has onc of the least
impacts on the land of any gutdoor activity, it’s frec,
and gets us outside under chat deep blue sly!

—Norma MecCallan

* SCORP s also seficiting individual commenis through
its online suzvey (www.emnrd.state.nm,usfnmpacks/
PAGES/scorp/SCORI htm).

Selected Sierra Club Outings for September, October and November 2003

Saturday, Septeniber 6 ¢ Chiluzhan Grasslands Field Trip—Visit Jim
Winder's ranch near Nutt, with Chris Havsead from the Jornada Research
Station. Margor Wilsor: (744-5860-T or C).

Saturday, September 13 » Railroad/Gallenas Canyons Loop——-StrcnuuQs
hike near the witdest part of the Gila Wilderness. 13 miles, 1,800” clevation
gair. Carl Horkowitz (915/759-2606—E Paso).

Saturday, September 13 » Wheeler Peak—Strenucus hike up New Mexico's
highest mountain. 3,400" elevation gain. Dan Rusthoi (690-8967-Santa Fe}.

Tharsday, Septerber 18 » Fall Highway Cleanup along the Valles
Caldera—Ilse Bleck (662-2368-Los Alamos).

Saturday, September 20 * Placer Mountain, Ortiz RangeStrenuons and
steep hike to the highest peint of the Oxtiz Range, with a guide from the
Santa Fe Botanical Garden, which now oversees the former Gold Mine
property. Eliza Schmid (474-5846-Sznta Fe).

Saturday, September 27 « Cebolla/Calaveras Canyons, Jemez Moun-

. mns-—--Modcra[clstrcnuous hike in fall colars. Mlkc DiRosz (663-0648-
Los Alamos). Y

Saturday—Sunday, Scptember 27.28+ A,tgcnunaJthtlc Boaite Cm]runs,
White Mountain Wilderness-Easy/moderate backpacl loop to Crest,
Trail, Great vistas. Carolina Greenfield (915/594-7342-Fl Paso).

; Sunday, Scptember 28« Willi White Trail, Lincoln Mational Forest—

.. Basy hike on abandoned railbeds switching through green meadows and
Furcsrs near Cloudcroft. Ann Faiknor (915/833-9162~El Paso),

-Samrday—Mnndny, Cetober 4-6 » Wheeler Peale—Backpack via Easc Fork
* trailhead, camp ar Horseshoe Lake, and retuen by Lost Lake Trail. 20-mile
loop. 3,800° elcvation gain. Mike Episcopo (915/584-9322=EI Paso).

Saturday, October 4 * Jicarita I’cnk—S[rcnuous hike o this 12,835 Jand-

Car-camp and:streninous day hikes in this remate redrock wilderness.
100 miles. 5,000’ clevation gain: Tom Vero (345-9923 qucrque) v
! Sunday, Octubcr 12 » Teipin Pucbla Riins—Easy hike o the largést Classu:
.+ Period Pueblo, on Polvadera Mesa near Ablqulu chhncl Goldey (820~
7302-5anta Fe).
Friday-Sunday, Getober 10-12 * Concjos River-—Car-camp 2nd hikes, This

is a beautiful time to enjoy the South San juans. Abe facobsan {672-9579—
Los Alamos).

mark, 11 m:ir_s 2,440 clevation g:un Lavi Malhotra (995-854?—Sﬂma Fc). )
Saturday—Sunduy, October 4- 12 « Maze District of C:myonlnnds NP

Wednesday-Sunday; October 15-19 + Pagia Canyon & Buckskin Gulch—
S[rcnuous backpack dzrough these cnnnccting spccmcuhr slot canycms,

) A]buqucrque)

Friday-Sunday * October 17-19—Tiventy-five Yard Spring, Apache Kid
Wildetness—Backpack from Springrime Campground. 12 miles. 2,260"
¢levation gain. Lovely falt colors in a remote corner of the San Mateo
Mounrains. Rollin Wickenden (915/855-6697--El Paso).

Satuzday; October 18 + Cabezon Peak Bike Ride—23-mile loop. 500
elevation gain on relling dirt roads. Mike Di Rosa {663-0648-Los Alamos).

Sunday, Octaber 19 # Pedernal--Strenuous hike up Georgia O'Keefes icon.
¢ miles. 2,000° clevation gain. Scrambling at top. Marcia Skillman (474-
7414-8anta Fe).

Saturday, October 25 » Ancho Canyon to Frijoles Canyon, Bandelier
NM—-Moderate G-mile hike #iz the Rio Grande, Rainer Bleck (662-2368-
Los Alamos).

Saturday-Sunday; October 25-26 » Manzano Mountains—Car-camp and
moderate hikes: Kayser MillfOx Canyon and Red Canyon/Spruce Springs
Trails, Camp Red Canyon Campground. Leave Friday afternoon. Nozma
McCal{zm (471-0005-Santa Fe).

Suncluy, November 2 ¢ Cabezon I’cak—Strcnuous hike up dus prummcnt
voleanic plug. Lots of ofE-trail scrambling, 4 miles. 1,300" elevation gain.
Marcia Skillman (474-7414~Santa Fe),

Saturday, November 8 » Watershed-thinning Fietd Trip—Easy/moderare
hike to view the thinning project along the Santa Fe Whrershed boundary
with guest leader Paige Grant, Santa Fe Watershed Assouauon Bob McKee
(471-0005-5anta Fe), .

Saturday, November 8 * Cochid C-myonlB]and Canyon Blke Lnup-—~
16 miles. 1,300" elevation gain. Mike Di Rosa (663-0648-Los Alamos). ©

Please check the five Groups' pages for more information on these srips,
and for'additional activities. All ared codes are 505, except as poted,

Witercolors on'this page are by, Cam{w: Keskulla, -
For more of ber work, see ber web site (v mm{ynim.( bachla, net)
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