The Rio Grande

SIERRAN

w

THE Ri0 GRANDE CHAPTER OF THE SIERRA CLuB

March/April 1986

A MAJOR STEP FOR EL MALPAIS

by John Somers, Albuquerque

Many and varied were the
voices speaking in support of
protection for El1 Malpais at
the Congressional field hearing
held in Grants on March 26.
Rep. John Seiberling (D-OH)
chaired the afternoon hearing
after touring the area by
helicopter that morning.

Rep. Bill Richardson (D-NM) ,
author of the El Malpais
National Monument bill (H.R.
3684), accompanied Seiberling
as a member of the U.S. House
Public Lands Subcommittee. To-
wards the end of the day, Con-
gressman Seiberling congratu-
lated Richardson on introducing
a bill which received such
widely-based support and vir-
tually no strong objection.

Officials of the State of New
Mexico, representing the Gover-
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El Malpais Lava Flow from the Sandstone Bluffs

nor's office, the Department of

Energy and Minerals, and the
State Historical Preservation
Office, voiced their support

for the National Monument bill.
Additionally, the City of
Grants and the local Chamber of
Commerce were supportive.

Bill Luscher, State Director
of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, expressed his agency's
willingness to manage the area
as National Monument and Wil-
derness in accordance with the
bill, assuming adequate funding
is provided by Congress.

Sierra Club support was pre-
sented by George Grossman and
by Jack Kinney, Rio Grande
Chapter Chair. The Sierra
Club's position, 1like that of
the Wilderness Society, the New
Mexico BLM Wilderness Study
Committee, and the New Mexico

BLM Wilderness Coalition, was
to support the National Monu-
ment with certain modifica-
tions. These were outlined in
a map and testimony presented

by Jan Cummings and John
Somers. The map depicted a
proposed Monument boundary
slightly larger than the that
previously circulated by
Richardson's office. The addi-
tional acreage, primarily on

the southeastern edge of the
Monument area, was proposed
following extensive field
checking by Jan and others over
the past several months.

The second distinguishing
feature of the conservationist
groups' position consists of
calling for immediate Wilder-
ness designation for the Monu-
ment area east of Highway 117,

see El Malpais, page 9

Photo by Dick Ruddy
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WILDLIFE REPORT

by Carol Cochran, Albuquerque

Mountain Lion:

Those who attended the Feb-
ruary 27 meeting of the New
Mexico State Game Commission

had an unpleasant experience in
the twilight zone which 1left
them with little faith in the
rationality of public offi-
cials. For about an hour, game
commissioners listened to both
sides of the mountain 1lion
question--to those who wanted a
reduced or eliminated season
due to uncertainty about the
health of the mountain 1lion
population and to those who
wanted an expanded season with
more opportunity to kill. The
Sierra Club opposed the current
four-month season and asked for
a moratorium or at least a
shortened season. Our resons
were the same as they have been
for the last three years:
because no one knows anything
about mountain 1lion numbers,
the most responsible action
would be to interfere as little
as possible with mountain lion
populations--thus, there should
be no hunting or very little.

A good number of Sierra Club
members showed up and gave
clear and logical arguments for
this position. We were sup-
ported by the Audubon Society.
This year we had other allies
as well: the Game Department
recommended shortening the sea-
son to three months, and the
sportsmen, as represented by
the N.M. Wildlife Federation,
also recommended the three-
month season. Few ranchers
showed up. That left only the
guides and outfitters--a small,
special interest group which
makes its living killing
animals--to argue for maintain-
ing or lengthening the season.
In the end, the Game Commission
unanimously decided to maintain
the four- month season. Thus
they formed a partnership with
the outfitters, in opposition
to conservationists, sportsmen,
and wildlife professionals.

Why the Game Commission chose
this wierd alliance is anyone's
guess. The Commissioners gave
no reasons which held up under
analysis. Their decisions
seemed to be motivated by some
sort of politics within the
Commission--something we're
powerless to do much about
since the situation is beyond
our control and understanding.
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Those 1individuals who wrote
letters to the Commission or

came to Santa Fe can feel proud
of their efforts and take com-
fort in the fact that we did
just about all we could. An
irrational Commission is beyond
us. Perhaps we should be
thankful the season wasn't
extended.

The Commission will probably
be replaced when a new admini-
stration comes into power.
Realizing that, they moved next
year's big game regulation
meeting from February 1987 to
October 1986. So, fairly soon,

we'll have another chance to
lobby for the mountain 1lion.
But a new strategy is clearly
in order. We'd be happy to
hear comments or suggestions.
Write or <call Carol Cochran

(see directory, page 5.)

Mexican Wolf:

The Wildlife Committee re-
ceived a $2000 grant from the
Sierra Club's Avery Wildlife
Fund to put together an educa-
tional package on the Mexican
wolf. Anyone interested in
helping, please contact John
Somers (see directory, page 5.)

Endangered Species Fair:

The second annual Endangered
Species Fair will be held Sep-
tember 6, 1986 from 10:00 AM to
8:00 PM at the New Mexico
Museum of Natural History in
Albuquerque. The Wildlife Com-
mittee 1is now planning for the
Fair, which is co-sponsored by
the Museum, the NM Department
of Game and Fish, and the Rio
Grande 200 and is funded by
Share with Wildlife. 1If anyone
has ideas on speakers or events
or would like to help, please
contact Susan Larson (505/299-
3496) .

Furbearer Kills:

You might be interested in
how many furbearers in New
Mexico were killed by trappers
in 1984-85. The figures do not
include animals killed by ani-
mal damage control personnel (a
considerable number in the
case, for example, of the
coyote). In most cases, the NM
Department of Game and Fish
sets no 1limits on how many
animals may be trapped. Nor
does it have accurate figures
on the population size of fur-
bearer species. The figures
come from the NM Department of
Game and Fish Annual Report. ¥

Furbearers Killed in New Mexico in 1984-85

SPECIES TRAPPER TOTAL PELTS
PRESSURE TAKEN
Badger 280 809
Beaver 116 768
Bobcat 676 2,731
Coyote 1,209 18,717
Fox 1,110 8,723
Muskrat 133 9,515
Raccoon 328 1,768
Ringtail 206 1,324
Skunk 342 2,819
TOTALS 4,400 47,174

AVERAGE PRICE TOTAL VALUE

PER PELT OF PELTS
$ 5.36 $ 4,336.24
17.00 13,056.00
150.00 409,650.00
32.50 608,302.50
27.28 237,963.44
2.94 27,974.10
14.06 24,858.08
4.71 6,326.04
2.56 7,216.64
$1,339,683.04
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CLEANER AIR FOR EL PASO

by John Hamilton, El Paso

since
pollu

It's been over a year
wrote an article on air
tion in El Paso, and so I woul
like to bring you up to date o
the happenings of the pas
year. There is much to make u
all feel pleased.

As I reported in the January
February 1985 issue of th
Sierran, the situation at tha
time left E1 Paso County i
violation of federal standard
for ambient (all- around) ai
pollution in regards to ozon
and carbon dioxide. The E
Paso Regional Group of th
Sierra Club was working as
member of the El1 Paso Clean Ai
Coalition to bring about a
effective 1I/M (inspection an
maintenance) program incorpo
rating a parameter and tailpip
emissions test for El1 Paso. W
were convinced that this pro
gram would dramatically reduc
the levels of air pollution i
our community.

However, we were faced wit
several major obstacles to ou
goal of implementing an effec
tive I/M program in El1 Paso:

1) the Texas Air -Contro
Board (TACB) seemed set o}
pushing only for a paramete
check (visual inspection o

anti-pollution devices);

2) the statutes of Texa
provided only for a paramete
check; and )

3) there was no demonstrate

_support for an I/M praogram b

either the count
governments.

It gives me special pleasur

city or

to report that WE "whuppe
‘em." State law now provide
for both a parameter and tail

pipe emissions test. The TAC
has already introduced th
parameter check and is prepar
ing to introduce the tailpip
emissions test as a part of th
I/M program. The city an
county governments have demon

strated support for an 1/
program.

Notice when I wrote "W
‘whupped 'em'", 1 capitalize
"we"™ to emphasize how thi
battle is being won because ¢
the multitude of people an
organizations involved.
would 1like to give specia
acknowledgement of the suppor
provided by Ken Kremer and al
those folks at Lone Star, wh
played such a pivotal role i

the legislative skirmish. Th
members of the E1 Paso Clea
Air Coalition did yeoman wor
and deserve bouquets of roses.

While the good feelings ar
fine, I am reminded that th
struggle is not over. We stil
have to see the implementatic
of the tailpipe emissions tes
in January 1987. Toward tha
end, the TACB conducted a pukt
lic meeting January 14 in E
Paso to solicit public input i
regards to the standards ar
requirements of the tailpir
emissions test. We feel it ws

see El Paso Air, page
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WILDERNESS ETHICS

Edited by Jim Fish, Placitas

The purpose of this column
is to provoke discussion. So
far, however, the responses
have been rather sparce. 1In
an attempt to stir up some of
you out there on an issue
which 1 feel is important, I
asked Tom Mayer, a mountain
bike enthusiast, to share
some of his thoughts with us.

Mountain bikes have been
outlawed from most wilderness
areas. Yet, large pack
trains, which can wreck havoc
on trails, are allowed. What
are your feelings on this?
Should bikes be allowed?
Should horses be banned?
Should there be permitting
systems to 1limit the number
of both? ¥*

Send comments and contributions for

70/ Wilderness Ethics to: Jim Fish, P.O. Box 712,
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Placitas, NM 87043

A MOUNTAIN BIKER’S
PERSPECTIVE

by Tom Mayer, Albuquerque

My 1love of the mountains
and nature began at the age
of five when my family moved
to southern Colorado where I
enjoyed the privledge of 1liv-
ing in the mountains. Hiking
and camping became favorite
pastimes of mine. There was
always the desire to go one
more mile and to see what was
around the next bend; and
with it often came sore feet.

As a way to overcome some
of my limitations without
compromising the serenity of
nature, I began building
bicycles for trail riding in
1963 and have been at it ever
since. Today's mountain
bikes are a vast improvement
over those early beginnings.
They provide us some freedoms
not allotted by foot travel,
without the negative impacts
of horses.

T
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We are able to travel and
explore without the sore feet
or the neckaches or the back-
aches that are all too common
when carrying a backpack.

As we grow older, our free
time seems to become more and
more limited. Those few
hours are very precious and I
utilize them to their maximum
potential. The mountain bike
is a natural tool. I can
experience a trip in a
weekend that may have taken a
week on foot. On the bikes,
my friends and 1 cover 25
miles a day regularly, with
ease. Occasionally, we cover
over 50 miles in a day.
There are so many places to
go and see on this planet no
one person could begin to see
them all. We ride nearly
every weekend, except when
the snow 1is good for x-c
skiing. We tend to go
somewhere different each time
and, with a few favorite
exceptions, may not go on the

same trip more than every
couple of years.
Being able to travel fur-

ther makes finding drinking
water much easier and allows
us to go to areas we would
probably not consider for
hiking.

One of the great pleasures
is the wildlife that we see.
Because the bikes are very
quiet we see more game than
when hiking. The animals
seem to watch us with
intrigue rather than bolting
off before we get more than a
glimpse.

I am
mountain
hiking or
everyone

not suggesting that
bikes will replace

backpacking for
(especially consid-
ering the cost, skill, and
effort required), but as an
adjunct to them as 1is x-c
skiing or snowshoeing. Rid-
ing in rugged terrain demands
endurance as well as agility
and ability. Also, mechani-
cal failure, though not com-

mon, can demand full util-
ization of one's resourse-
fulness.

Pearl Pass on a Mountain Bike

=B
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.When climbing a hill you
must propel the 30 pounds of
bike in addition to your own
weight. There is a minimum
amount of energy that must be
expended. Drop below that
level and you will be pushing
instead of riding. The
riding skills must become
second nature, allowing you
to enjoy the scenery as you
glide through it, the bike an
extension of your body.

With freedom comes respon-
sibility. Though not motor-
ized, mountain bikes are not
allowed in most wilderness
areas, or national parks; and

as with hiking or skiing,
there is a trail ettiquette.
The following are some
guidelines we feel rather

strongly about:

1) Ride within your ability
-~ medical help can be hours
or even days away.

2) Give hikers and horsemen

the right of way -- bikes are
very quiet, let people know
you are approaching so you
don't startle them.

3) Don't chase animals,
whether domestic or wild --

if you stop gently they will
often stop and watch you.

4) Avoid areas with heavy
foot traffic.
5) Reduce

corners.
6) Respect private property
-- stay out of posted areas.

speed on blind

7) During wet weather,
avoid riding in areas where
there may be the possibility

of leaving ruts.

8) If you come to deadfall
or rocks, move them off the
trail if you can, rather than
riding around them -- stay on
the road or trail.

9) Avoid sliding tires --

mountain bike brakes have
excellent control.

10) Maintain the bike in
top condition.
And, finally, the packers'
maxim:

11) Pack it 1in; pack it
out. *
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VOTE BRANT CALKIN FOR STATE LAND COMMISSIONER ON JUNE 3
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CHAIR’S COLUMN

by Jack Kinney, Santa Fe

Your Chapter March Fund
Appeal has been mailed. We
will not send individual thank-
you letters to contributors,
but thank you NOW.

The First Annual Chapter
Retreat is planned as a fun way
to meet others, to share exper-

iences, and to learn from
other volunteers. The sign—-up
sheet 1is on page 11. Please
sign up. Contact your Group
Chair if you need financial
support.

Our spring priorities
involve:

* Clean Air--We need to educate
ourselves and others. See Hank
Taylor's article on page 10.

* BLM Wilderness--We need to
formulate our input to the
coalition and BLM. See Jim

Fish's article on page 8.

* Forest Plans--Provide your
input to your Group Forest
Committee. Comment (prior to
April 30) on the Santa Fe
National Forest Plan.

* E1 Malpais--Write your Con-
gressman and Senator. See John
Somer's article on page 1.

* Superfund--It's not too late
to write your Senator. See Fe
Baran's article on page 10.

* New Mexico EID--Talk to your
local 1legislator in support of
the Environmental Improvement
Division budget.
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* SCCOPE--Support Brant Calkin!
Work with the SCCOPE Committee
for 1986. See Pam Brode's
article on page 12 and Tom
Brasfield's article on page 9.
John Colburn recently com-
puted the area covered by the

Rio Grande Chapter in New
Mexico and West Texas. When
divided by the number of mem-
bers in the Chapter, the result

is that there are over 41
square miles for each member to
watch! Perhaps a better way to
split up the responsibility is
to ask each volunteer to adopt
an issue of his/her own choice
and to work on that issue 1in
his/her own way. To keep you
informed, we will periodically
list current issues, as shown
in the inset below. Contact

your Group Chair or Group Con-
servation Chair if you can
assist in our efforts to 1in-
fluence these issues. And
write the Chapter Chair or
Conservation Chair if you have
other issues that should be
added to this list. »*

Chapter Conservation Issues to Watch

New Mexico Wilderness Study Areas

Connor/Hooker Dam studies

Socorro Resource Management Plan

Abiquiu and Chama Dam capacities

National Forest Plans:
Apache
Carson
Gila
Lincoln
Cibola

Ojo Power Line Extension

New Mexico Generating Station

Navajo land selections near Bisti

Valle Grande management
Ruidosa Airport study

El Malpais protection

Air Quality

Ortiz Gold Mine closure

Bisti Wilderness Management Plan

De~-na-zin Wilderness Management Plan

Santa Fe

BLM scoping.

Bureau of Reclamation

B1M

Corps of Engineers
Comments due April 30.
Comments due May 1.

Final due in May/June.
Final due this spring.
Final due this spring.
Final under appeal.

BIA EIS due in May (?).
Under study/consideration.
Under study/consideration.
Under study by Carson NF.
Under study by FAA.

Bill under study in House;
no Senate bill yet.

Visibility regulations;
El Paso regulations;
Albuquerque regulations;
all currently under study.

Water quality oversight.

Completed; BLM currently
assessing public comments.

Under study by BLM;
coming soon.
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EDITOR’S NOTES

by Dave Glowka, Tijeras

The article by Carol Cochran
on page 2 touched a tender spot
in me, so I decided in this
column to address an issue that
I have long had deep feelings
about. That issue is the sub-
ject of hunting.

I think I understand some of
the reasons for hunting. I
grew up in a family that raised
it's own meat, and that meant
slaughtering the animals,
cattle and poultry, that we had

spent so much time feeding and
caring for. That forced us as
kids, who have a natural

tendency to love animals on a
one-on-one basis, to make an
effort to stay detached from
those animals. So after my
first flock of chickens, which
I hovered over like a mother
hen, I did indeed adopt an
attitude that considered the
animals as meat-on-the-hoof.

Members of my family hunted
deer for the couple of months
of the year that it was open
season. Much to my later
shame, I even went through a
phase of walking through the
countryside where we lived and
shooting any bird in sight with
my BB gun. I can still remem-
ber by grandmother's disapoint-
ment with me when I shot a
beautiful redbird perching in
her hackberry tree.

Now, as an adult, I find it
hard to kill anything. 1 had
nightmares last time I killed a-
chicken. I still own a flock
of chickens, but now it's for
the eggs, not the meat. Al-
though 1I'm not convinced that
humans are naturally carniv-
orous, I must admit that we
have been hunting and eating
meat for thousands of years
(this, of course, pales in
significance with the millions
of years that we have been
evolving). I, therefore, can
accept the fact that people
still kill domestic and wild
animals to eat thenm.

But killing animals for sport
is something different. That
activity I regard with the
highest contempt. What possi-
ble satisfaction could an in-
telligent adult derive from
from killing something just to
justify their trip outdoors?
People don't eat moutain lions,
nor are they forced by harsh
conditions to wear their skins.
Perhaps it's related to some
antiquated belief that there is
still some wilderness out there
that needs to be tamed in order
for us to survive.

Well, for the professional
outfitters and guides and those
who employ their services, I've

got some shocking news. This
is the 20th century. Our
remaining wilderness is sur-
rounded by paved highways and

concrete and steel cities. We
have no more use for your kind,
if in fact, we ever needed you.
It's time to grow up and stop
playing "Cowboys and Indians."¥

VOTE BRANT CALKIN FOR STATE LAND COMMISSIONER ON JUNE 3
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typeset by Mona Cuevas at Southwest Research
and Information Center in Albuquerque.

OUR EDITORIAL POLICY

Opinions expressed in the Rio Grande Sierran
are those of the contributors and not neces-
sarily those of the Sierra Club or the Rio
Grande Chapter unless so stated. Other or-
ganizations may use non-copyrighted materials
appearing the the Sierran as long as acknow-
legement is made. We welcome contributions
of articles, essays, prose, poetry, photo-
graphs, drawings, and other submissions. We
request that all submissions be signed and
accompanied by a telephone number and address
at which the author may be contacted. Send
submissions to the Editor (see directory).

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:

Shortly after the January meeting in Taos dealing
with the Carson Forest Plan, I read in the Taos News
that plans for the Sangre de Cristo Ski Area are
still on the drawing board. I have been opposed to
these plans since I first read about them, and it
appears to me that if they are to be changed or
stopped, more individuals and organizations will
have to target them for specific opposition.

Only a strip mine like the Moly Mine at Questa
will change the environment, and especially its
looks, as much as a ski area: and the Sangre de
Cristo Ski area is planned for the East side of
Wheeler Peak on the edge of the Wilderness. The
established ski areas close to the proposed new one
provide more than enough opportunity for skiers to
enjoy their sport and others to make money from
them. Previously beautiful streams have been pushed
aside to make way for improved roads that require
considerable maintenance and are often jammed with
traffic. Crowds of people flock to deep, narrow
canyons to add pollution to the water, air, and
sounds; and all of this is planned to be extended up
another canyon in a nearly wild area.

I hope that you will see the importance of
Ping and/or changing these plans.

stop-

Walton Hawk, San Cristobal
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Cabezon Peak and the Rio Puerco Valley from the Northern Mesa of La Leria WSA

S

Photos by Jim Fish

mesas, Cabezon Peak peeked over After lunch, we wandered
the distant mesas 1like some along the edge of the mesa

TRIP REPORT: giant burrowing owl sneaking a toward the spot from which the

La Lefia Wilderness Study Area glance. eagle had come. Suddenly,
by Jim Fish, Placitas Highway 44 <climbed quickly ahead of wus, I saw something

and then dropped into the that did not 1look right. I

Early afternoon, Sunday, middle of the Rio Puerco walked toward it. Sure enough,

March 16. Heavy clouds in the Valley. San Luis Mesa on the stump of a juniper, over a foot
northwest threatening to dump right. Cerro Parido. Bear's  in diameter, cut down recently.

late winter snow. Lighter, Mouth. Mesa Chivato. An array I 1looked around. Tire tracks
scattered clouds sweeping by of volcanic plugs.  Cabezon in all directions. Another
overhead. Wind starting to Peak 1looming most prominently stump. Another one. Two more
pick up. Becky and I sitting in the distant foreground. in a wash that spills over the
““on a sandstone .ledge -at the Becky and I rattled down the edge of the mesa. Another one

edge of the mesa, watching an road through the village of San  at the edge. Twenty, maybe
eagle which had 1lifted off Luis, passed the turnoff to the twenty-five large trees taken

another 1ledge further down the "Ghost-town" of Cabezon, passed in all, most of them within a
mesa just as we topped out a the Cabezon Community hundred yards of the edge of
few moments earlier. Reservoir, detoured around a the mesa, within a hundred

It was Becky's first trip to washed-out culvert, and turned yards of the spot where the
the "Cabezon Cluster," the six onto the road that forms Ehe eagle had been sitting.
WSA's in the vicinity of northeast boundary of La Lefa. We documented the
Cabezon Peak. I wanted to show The road skirts a deep arroyo transgression, shook off the
her what has me on this in the bottom of La Ccafiada bummer, and continued down the
activist binge. She had heard Santiago. Three to four mesa, around a box canyon, and
and read the words and had seen hundred foot high bluffs along to where we could see Cabezon
the photographs. It was time sections of the Mesa San Luis again. Gathering clouds bade
she sat on a rock and watched crowd the road on both sides, we head back. We cut across

an eagle. narrowing the canyon to a width the point of the mesa directly
South of San Ysidro, I of less than two tenths of a to the truck.

pointed out the turnoff to mile before the country opens In addition to the eagle and

Ojito. "Limestone sculptures up into the broad, rolling the Jjuniper stumps, we saw

and soil colors that range from valley which runs east and west countless coyote and deer
pure white to deep red to through the heart of La Lefia. track, two sets of bobcat
pastel green with endless The mesa beyond this valley was tracks, a cottontail, a large
shades of brown and yellow our destination. On the topo red-tailed hawk, a sun-bleached

thrown in." maps it 1looks 1like a more deer antler, several harvester

North of San Ysidro, through rugged version of Mesa San ant hills, a badger hole, and
a momentary break in the closer Luis. More rugged. More not a single person except each
=== : ' isolated. Good place to find other from the time we left San

an eagle. Luis until we were back in the
We parked at the high point vicinity of Cabezon.

in the road where an old two La Lefla is an impressive

track leads west out onto the area. I hope we can protect it

top of the mesa. Through  pefore the mesa tops are

scattered pinyons and junipers, denuded and the deer and the

we followed the two track to eagles have one less place to

the edge of the mesa. The go.

eagle saw us first and took to La Lefia is Spanish for

the sky. firewoood. Perhaps, at some
Good lunch spot. The view time in the past, the mesas of

from 1left to right: the Jemez 1,3 Lefia provided firewood on a
Mountains, the Sandias, Mesa sustained basis for a few

_ _ San Luis with Cabezon in the locals. That time was before

e et 8 QP P distance, the Rio Puerco Valley the time of four-wheel-drive
= e e disappearing into the southern ang chain saws, before
; - - horizon, Mesa Chivato leaping Albuquerque grew a fuelwood
up on the far side of Arroyo appetite that is going to
Centuries to Grow... Chico, Cerro Parido marking the denude half the state if.we are
old stage coach stop. not vigilant. #*

VOTE BRANT CALKIN FOR STATE
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The Rio Grande Sierran

WILDERNESS WORKSHOP
GETS THE BALL ROLLING

By Jim Fish, Placitas

On saturday, March 1, about
30 people attended a New Mexico
BLM Wilderness Coalition work-
shop in Socorro. The purpose of
the workshop was to get organ-
ized for the work that remaing
in putting together a Coalition
Proposal for BLM wilderness.
Timing is Ccritical. The BLM
is currently pPreparing a
Revised Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) for the
New Mexico Statewide Wilderness
Study and Wilderness Analysis
Reports (WAR's) for the 8 WSA's
that were recently reinstated.
The DEIS and the WAR's are
scheduled for release in Sep-
tember 1986, By starting now,
not only will we be in a posi-
tion to respond quickly ang
effectively during the public
comment period next fall, but
also we may be able to influ-
ence the recommendations that
BLM makes.

After Judy Bishop opened the
meeting with a brief history of
the Coalition, an update on El
Malpais was given by John
Somers, Jim Norton (The Wilder-
ness Society), and Rob Smith
(Sierra Club). The discussion
on El Malpais was continued in
the afternoon and led to a
unanimous decision to support
the Richardson bill calling for
National Monument status for E]
Malpais with amendments to in-
c¢lude the four roadless Rimrock
and Sand Canyon areas to the
southeast and to specify wood
cutting and off-road vehicular
use as activities not allowed
in the monument .

The rest of the workshop
focused on the Preparation of
the Coalition Proposal for a
statewide wilderness bill. The
52 WSA's were divideqd into
logical groups, and the various
groups assigned to coordina-
tors,

BLM WSA
Coordinators

Steve Marlatt and Gary Williams
' 22 WSA's in Las Cruces -
Lordsburg Resource Area
and Roswell District

Carl

Popp and Paul Krehbile
13 WSA's in Socorro
Resource Area

Jan Cummings
' Petaca Pinta and 4 WSA's
Southeast of E}l Malpais

Roger Peterson
4 WSA's in the Taos area

John Somers
El Malpais

Dave Glowka
Ah-shi-sle-pah

Jim Fish
6 WSA's of "Cabezon
Cluster®

‘WNedural Aqch

Drawing by Walter Graf

Steve Marlatt led a discus-
sion for standardizing both our
mapping and our comments on
the areas. The package for each
area will consist of four sec-

tions. The first section will
be a one- page summary. The
second section will contain

maps of the area showing bound-
aries and land status in de-
tail. The maps should include
one with a scale of 1/2 inch to
the mile for the body of the
pProposal and 7-1/2 or 15 minute
USGS topographic maps for docu-
menting field work and conflict
resolution. The third section
of the pPackage will an acreage
summary comparing the BLM pro-
posal with the Coalition propo-~
sal. The final section will be
pPhotographs ‘¢ #he area. Each
should be dated and keyed to
the maps. At least one high
quality 8X10 color photograph
should be included.
At the end of the
New Mexico Wilderness Study
Committee helqd a brief annual
meeting which was well attended
because Jim Stewart barred the
door and would not let anyone
from the Coalition meeting
leave. Jim stressed the im-
portance of remembering, in the
midst of the BLM excitement,
that there is also Forest
Service wilderness needing
attention. The meeting closed
after election of new officers
for the Study Committee: Roger
Peterson as President, Jim
Stewart as Vice President, Jan
Cummings as Secretary, and
Cowan Collings as Tresurer.
Overall, the day was a huge
Success, We did get organized
and we did get excited. Much
work remains, but we have g
good start. we have already
Seen that a few people doing
lots of work can indeed make 3
difference. Let's keep the
ball in our court. To do that,
We now need all the help we can
get. If évery member of the Rio
Grande Chapter picked one WSA
and spent a weekend working on
it, the result would be over-
whelming. What we need more
than anything else is fielq
work, and field work is the fun
part. So pick an area, contact
the coordinator to see what you
can do, and get after it, *

day, the

March/April 19,

WALTER GRAF WINS
PHOTO RAFFLE

Walter Graf of Albuquerque is
the winner of the Rio Grande
Sierran Photo Raffle, This
contest, announced in the
November/December 1985 issue,
was intended to provide photo-
graphs and drawings for use in
upcoming issues. Walter came
through with flying colors,
sending in eleven beautiful
line drawings of New Mexico
landscapes. We printed one of
his drawings last issue, and a
second one is pPrinted at left.
For his efforts, walter will
receive a free one-year
Subscription to High Country
News--and we'll a1l get to
enjoy the beauty of the Land of
Enchantment through the eyes of
an artist! *

WHO SPEAKS FOR THE
ERRA CLUB?

by Jack Kinney, Santa Fe

At your Chapter Executive
Committee meeting in Albuquer-
que on March 15-16, there was a
heated discussion on this ques-
tion, and various local issues/
pProjects which have been repre-
sented gas being Supported by
"The Sierra Club."

This is an issue almost 100
Years old, generated by the
very individuality, uniqueness,
and values of our volunteers.
But the nature of the Sierra
Club, the loyalty of volunteers
to the institution and progrians
of the Club, establish parame-

ters (calledqd the Ten Command-
ments in the Volunteer Handg-
book) for the establishment of
positions, public announce-

ments, and entry into coalition
activities not specifically
approved by the club entities.

Obviously not every volunteer
can establish the club position
on, say, a Forest Plan; or a
Wilderness Area; or a political
endorsement; Or a coalition
action.

Your Executive Committee will
attempt to soon publish detai]l-
ed, although not stifling,
guidelines for our members. A
Wworst-case solution (from the
Volunteer Handbook) can be
transfer of a volunteer to
another job or release, and we
trust that such an emotional
and disruptive choice may never
be made within the Rio Grande
Chapter.

Meanwhile responsible members
must responsibly remember that
our Groups and Chapter Execu-
tive Committees establish
Local/Chapter positions and
guidelines. And our Chapter
Issue Chairs are responsible
for Chapter Issue Positions--to
be cleared by the ExCom when
new or in doubt!

We must serve our cause
together and Speak within club
policy when we purport to rep-

resent the Sierra Club. We ask
that al} members act respons-
ibly and observe the above

Courtesies, »*
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The Rio Grande Sierran

AIR POLLUTION AND
POWER PLANTS
Part I: Emmissions, Removal
Techniques, and Regulations
by Hank Taylor, Farmington

[Editor's note: This is the
first of a two-part article
explaining some of the facts
about air-borne pollution pro-
duced by electric generating
plants. The second half will
appear in the May/June issue of
the Sierran.]

Most Club members are con-
cerned about air pollution and
power plants. Concern is not
enough. We need to understand
what air pollution is, how it
is regulated, and how to in-
fluence requlations. This art-
icle 1is an attempt to clarify
the aspect of air pollution
related to power plants. Ini-
tial understanding should be of
what air pollution is and what
the pollutants are.

There are three regulated
emissions from power plants:
1) sulfur dioxide, or S02;

2) nitrogen oxides, or NOx; and
3) particulates.

Sulfur oxides, mostly 802,
result from combustion of sul-
fur in the fuel. Coal can be
low sulfer (0.6-0.9%), high
sulfer (over 3%), or anywhere
in between.

Nitrogen oxides are more com-
plicated because they exist in
several different chemical spe-
cies, some of which change in
our atmosphere. A small amount
of NOX results from atmospheric
nitrogen which is present with
air in the boiler during
combustion. .

Particulates result from ash
in the fuel, i.e. unburned
solid residual after combus-
tion. Ash content varies, but
most coals being used today
seem to run 10-30% ash.

These emissions are control-
led by various methods, accord-
ing to emission requlations.
Sulfur dioxide is removed from
the flue gas (combustion prod-
ucts) by scrubbers at most
power plants. The most common
type of SO2 scrubbers are lime
and limestone, which produce a
low quality gypsum that must be

disposed of directly or mixed
with the ash. These are refer-
red to as "throw-away

processes." A few types of
scrubbers exist which regener-
ate the absorbing soclution and
produce salable products such
as sulfur, sulfuric acid, and
gypsum. Research is also being
conducted to develop new pro-
cesses, primarily of systems
which are either less capital
intensive or can be easily
retrofitted on existing power
plants.

Present technology in this
country utilizes reduction of
nitrogen oxides by combustion
control. This type of control
is limited because of the need
for safe, complete combustion--
fuel rich, 1low NOx combustion
can be very dangerous. Experi-
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mentation is underway to devel-
op scrubbing or post-combustion
removal techniques, and Japan

actually utilizes some NOx
scrubbing technology today.
There are some very promising

processes, but in this country,

they are all in the develop-
mental stage.
Particulates can be removed

by electrostatic precipitators,
baghouses, or scrubbers. The
first two are most common today

and can be very efficient
(greater than 99% removal).
There are some $S02 and NOx

scrubbing techniques which pro-

duce dry products that can be
collected along with the
flyash. Fuels, particularly

coal, produce two types of ash:
flyash which exits the boiler
with the flue gas, and bottom
ash which is removed from the
bottom of the boiler. All ash
must be disposed of, usually in
a mine or pit.

Regulations to control emis-
sions vary according to state,
fuel, and age of power plant.
The federal Clean Air Act
established emission levels for
power plants beginning with
their date of construction.
There. have been additions which
place more stringent controls
on newer plants, stepwise
according to their construction
dates. This.. regulation does
not apply at all to "existing
sources," i.e. sources in
existence prior to the Act.

New Mexico, has established
air emission requlations, as
have most states; and state
regulations can affect older
plants. New Mexico's regula-
tions are much more stringent
than the federal requlations,
but not all states have fol-
lowed suit. New Mexico's hear-
ings were conducted in the late
1960's, and citizens spoke out
for stringent state regula-

tions, knowing that it would
increase the cost of
electricity.

The high cost of pollution
control is the main deterrent
to additional controls in the
power industry. Capital cost
can run up to one-half the
capital in a new power plant,
and retrofit costs for older
plants can run much higher than
the original cost of the power
plant.

Operating costs vary, depend-
ing on process, 1location, and
emission levels; but they seem
to run around 20% of the elec-
tric power cost. The power
industry, regulatory agencies,
and consumers are all caught in
the same vise between high cost
and the desire to control pol-
lution. In addition, the
equipment used to control pol-
lution is, 1like any process
equipment, susceptible to mal-
function or breakdown. It is
usually high tech and very
suceptible to high corrosion
rates and adverse operating
conditions.

One major
state reqgulations

disadvantage to
which are
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more stringent than federal
regulations is that a state may
bear a higher power cost than
adjoining states but suffer air
pollution from those same
states. This, of course, can
also exist on the internation-
al scale. Europe is particu-
larly concerned with air emis-
sions from all countries
involved.

Driving forces which are
changing air emission regula-
tions besides cost are the acid
rain problem and "best avail-
able technology.”™ As technol-
ogy improves, costs tend to
decrease and regulations become
more stringent. The big ques-
tion in this country is con-
cerning the large number of
"existing sources," which have

little or no controls. When
can this country afford to
expend the capital for addi-
tional controls, especially

considering the high cost of
power that we are experiencing?

Since coal-fired power plants
have been of greatest concern,
it would be desirable to review
their situation in New Mexico.
In the second part of this
article, we will examine the
issues in detail. *

SUPERFUND UPDATE

by Fe Baran

Superfund is presently at the
final critical stage in its
reauthorization, and the out-
come could, to the environment,
be victorious or disastrous.
If certain senators and repre-
sentatives are heard, Superfund
will continue its cleanup of
toxic wastes across the nation
as it has in the past, only
more quickly and with more
money to do so. But, if the
team of Senators Domenici and
Simpson, and Senator Baucus
have their way, Superfund could
turn into a hazardous waste
dumper's dream come true.

Superfund was created in 1980
as a five-year progranm, to
include a fund of $1.6 billion
used by EPA to implement clean-
up of toxic waste sites and a
way to place a heavy burden of
liability on those who use and

dispose of the hazardous mate-
rials. We are finally coming
to the end of the Superfund
reauthorization process. Dif-

ferent versions of Superfund
legislation have been passed by
the House and the Senate, and
these two versions are before a
congressional conference com-
mittee to resolve the differ-
ences between them, before the
final bill goes on to President

Reagan. Senator Pete Domenici
(R-NM) is the creator of two
amendments to the Senate bill,

both of which are opposed by
the Sierra Club. However, the
entire Southwest region of the
United States is represented by
only one conferee in the
committee--Senator Domenici.
Clearly, the House bill is the

VOTE BRANT CALKIN FOR STATE LAND COMMISSIONER ON JUNE 3
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VOLUNTEERS PUT CALKIN ON THE BALLOT The Rio Grande

FOR STATE LAND COMMISSIONER

By Pam Brode, Campaign Manager, tourist revenues.
Citizens for Calkin for Land Commissioner Four Democrats and one

Sierra Club members and Republican have filed as
other volunteers collected candidates for the office.
an astonishing 16,000 signa- Although the other candi-
tures in two months to put dates collected signatures
Brant Calkin on the ballot for six months, none amassed
for State Land Commissioner as many as Calkin. (A mini-
in the Democratic Primary. mum of 8875 signatures of

Calkin has been a Sierra registered Democrats was
Club activist and employee required.)
for 18 years and has served "We clearly have the best
as national Club president. grassroots movement for this
He has also been New Mexico office -- perhaps any office
Secretary of Natural -- in the state," said
Resources and Assistant Land Calkin. "I am deeply grate-
Commissioner under Jim Baca. ful to the hundreds of

Both the Sierra Club Com- people who sent in peti-
mittee on Political Educa- tions."
tion (SCCOPE) and the Con- Additional volunteer help
servation Voters Alliance is needed in the final weeks
have endorsed Calkin. of the primary campaign to

The Land Office manages 9 stuff envelopes, distribute
million acres of public campaign literature and make
land. 0il royalties, gra- phone calls. Please contact
zing fees, and other income campaign headquarters in
from this land provide $250 Albuquerque (268-4100) or
million per year to help Santa Fe (982-8916) if you
support New Mexico's schools can help.
and other institutions. Contributions are needed
Much of this land has been now to help pay for adver-
damaged by oil spills, over tising, printing, and pos-
grazing, and other abuses. tage. Send checks to:
Calkin has pledged to pro- "Citizens for Calkin for
tect the environment and to Land Commissioner," P.0. Box
increase public access and 36796, Albg. NM 87176. »*
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Hlegal Woodcutting in La Lefia WSA (see Trip Report, page 6)

Rio Grande Chapter NON PROFIT
Sierra Club ORGANIZATION
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