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WILL THE 99TH CONGRESS
PRESERVE EL MALPAIS?

by John Somers, Albuquerque

ELL, MALPAIS--"The Badlands"--
The variety of terrains and
vegetation ranges from the
aptly-named Chain of Craters
delineating the Contiental
Divide on the western peri-
phery; through the grassy plain
overlying the older lava flow
of the West Malpais; to the
imposingly rugged, more recent
El Malpais lava field; and the
naturally sculpted sedimentary
sandstone formations on the
east side. The distinctive red
and black cinder cones of the

Chain of Craters 1loom like
isolated but somehow-1inked
sentinels to form a natural
western boundary.

The rolling plains of the
West Malpais have given me
important hours and one very

satisfying full day of calming,
unthreatening solitude. Gem-
like 1ice caves and miles of
lava tubes have given me un-
anticipated, and therefore all
the more appreciated, delight-

2ND ANNUAL
ENDANGERED SPECIES FAIR

by Susan Larsen, Albuquerque

Did you know that New Mexico
has 185 state-listed endangered
species and 25 federally-listed
endangered species? Come find
out about them at the 2nd an-
nual Endangered Species Fair.
The event is to be held at the
New Mexico Museum of Natural
History on September 6, 1986.
Speakers, films, exhibits, live
animals, musicians, food, and a
wildlife art sale will all be a
part of the fair. Special
guest star will be Steve Martin
with his free-flying bird show.

Admission to the event is

FREE! The hours will be from
10 AM to 6 PM for indoor pre-
sentations and 6 PM to 8 PM for
outdoor entertainment. The
Museum is 1located at 1801
Mountain Rd NW, 1/2 mile east

of Rio Grande Blvd.

The fair is sponsored by:

NM Museum of Natural History
NM State Game and Fish Dept.
Rio Grande Zoo
Sierra Club Wildlife Committee

Funding is provided through the
"Share with Wildlife" program
of the NM Game and Fish Dept. #

ful experiences under the
scorched, rugged surface of the
lava field. The lava itself
has scraped and bruised me and
made me cognizant once again of

Nature's power; has made me
look northward to Mt. Taylor
and realize that the volcanic

energies here sleep but almost
certainly will awake someday to
resculpt this land, to protect
itself, and to lay waste to our
feeble efforts to protect or to
exploit it.

But now an unnatural storm
arises to cloud the future for
El Malpais. Encouraging de-
velopments in the 1long and
continuing effort to protect El
Malpais have been succeeded by
new challenges.

The good news: Congressman
Bill Richardson's National Mon-
ument legislation (H.R. 3684)
has successfully emerged from
the House of Representatives,
adopted in early July. Late
changes in the bill were rela-
tively minor but included a ban

CALKIN’S WIN IN
THE PRIMARY

by Don Meaders, Albuquerque

To the surprise of the poli-
tical pundits, Brant Calkin
swept to an impressive wictory
June 3 in the Democratic pri-
mary for New Mexico State Land
Commissioner. "It was the per-
fect victory, come from behind
and totally unpredicted," said
campaign manager Pamela Brodie.
This win is a major victory for
the environmental community and
once again shows that we can,
with our money, minds, and
bodies, make a difference.

In a campaign marked by
innovations~-starting with the
massive petition signiture

drive, continuing with a unique
challenge that survived a
Supreme Court test, and ending
with a multi-media blitz--we
surprised them all!

Robert
servation Voters Alliance
headed up another first in New
Mexico as he and his volunteers
did door to door canvassing

which raised funds and support
for Brant. The Sierra Club
also helped in the massive
volunteer effort to get signi-
tures on petitions (16,000 of
them) . Winning the challenge
of another candidate's

see Win, page 11

Siebert with the Con-

on commercial woodcutting and
gathering. As you may be
aware, wilderness advocates
were unable to get Wilderness
designation for the four BLM
Wilderness Study Areas east of
Highway 117 (Rimrock, Little
Rimrock, Pinyon, and Sand
Canyon) . However, the House
bill does include 179,000 acres
of Wilderness (El1 Malpais, West
Malpais, and Chain of Craters)
within the Monument. The four
eastside WSA's remain in study
status and.thus can be recom-
mended as part of BLM's state-
wide Wilderness recommenda-
tions, due this fall. An ex-
cellent detailed report on the
bill and features and history
of the area is available 1in
Report 99-708, issued by the
House Committee on Interior and
Insular Affairs (available upon
request from Congressman

Richardson's office).
Thanks and congratulations to
all who have written letters,
see El Malpais, page 11

SIERRA CLUB ENDORSES
RAY POWELL FOR
GOVERNOR

At its July 26 meeting, the

Rio Grande Chapter Executive
Committee formally established
Sierra Club endorsement of
Democratic candiatate Ray
Powell for Governor of New
Mexico. The endorsement was
based on two factors:

1) Powell responded very
favorably to a questionnaire

sent to him by the Sierra Club
Committee on Political Educa-
tion (SCCOPE); and
2) Republican
Garrey Carruthers failed to
respond to the questionnaire,
but his record on environmental

issues is dismal, at best.
Among the issues addressed by
Powell in his response is his
favorable attitude toward addi-
tional Wilderness designation
in the state. On the question
of construction of a railroad
to serve destructive coal strip
mines in the San Juan Basin,
Powell believes that an envi-
ronmental impact statement
should first be written. If
such a railroad could be built
without environmental damage
and 1if it were shown to be of
economic benefit to the state,
then such a railroad should be
see Powell, page 9

candidate
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SOCORRO WSA’s
by Carl Popp, Socorro
Of the WSA's near Socorro,
the BLM draft environmental
impact statement (DEIS) last
fall recommended as suitable

for wilderness portions of six
of them, for a total of 125,255
acres. Below are descriptions
of these six areas and of one
more which we feel deserves
wilderness designation. See
maps on pages 6 and 7 for the
locations of these areas.

Sierra Ladrones The Ladron,
visible from Albuquerque and
located only 15 miles west of
Bernardo and I-25, has 1long
been a prime candidate for
wilderness designation. The
top of Ladron Peak, reached by
a short but arduous hike, is
over 9000' high and offers
commanding views of the sur-
rounding country. The lowest
elevation in the WSA is 5200',
providing almost 4000' of re-
lief through rugged terrain
where one can find a surprising
sense of isolation. The WSA
bounds on the east with the
Sevilleta Wildlife Refuge (a de
facto wilderness) which effec-
tively extends the size. The
southern boundary of the WSA is
the Rio Salado, highlighted by
the Salado Box, a narrow con-
striction between the Ladrones
and Lemitar Mountains. Archaic
Indian cultural sites are prev-

..alent in the WSA, especially
along the Salado. The DEIS
recommended 31,244 acres for
wilderness. Our recommendation
includes an additional 3,440
acres.

Continental Divide This
area, aptly named, is bisected
by the Continental Divide. It
is located southwest of Datil,
NM and surrounds 9212' Pelona
Peak. Continental Divide is a
study of contrasts with high,
rolling grasslands to the south

and east and ponderosa pine-
covered canyons to the west.
Antelope are common, and evi-

of mule deer and elk use
is prevalent. Among other his-
toric sites is Bat Cave which
is on the National Register of
Historic Places. Should the
Continental Divide National
Scenic Trail be routed through
the WSA (a clearly logical
possibility), this potential
wilderness will take on addi-
tional significance. Our
recommendation is 50,200 acres
vs. 35,635 in the DEIS.
Antelope This WSA is pri-
marily rolling desert and pro-
vides a good example of Chihua-
huan desert vegetation. Soli-
tude is outstanding and views
from the area are magnificent.
The southern portion of the WSA
borders on the Little San Pas-
qual Mountain Wilderness on the

dence

Bosque del Apache Wildlife Re-
fuge. The DEIS recommended
9,900 acres while the Socorro

Group recommends 19,000 acres.
Horse Mountain ILocated about

25 air miles southwest of

Datil, NM near 014 Horse
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Springs Jjust north of Highway
12, Horse Mountain WSA is small
but provides a surprisingly
remote and rugged environment
with canyons, ridges, wildlife,
trees, and wonderful vistas
from the heights. Our recom-
mendation is 7,000 acres com-
pared to 4,432 recommended for
wilderness in the DEIS.

Jornada del Muerto This WSA,
located along the original
Jornada del Muerto of the Span-
ish settlers, 1is visible from
I-25 near Black Mesa south of
San Antonio, NM and consists
primarily of an old lava flow.
The volcanic cone is near the
western boundary. Windblown
dust and sand from the Rio
Grande have created small,
saucer-like, grassy depressions
within the lava flow that sup-
port a variety of wildlife
including antelope and black
reptiles which have adapted to
the color of the lava. The
area provides outstanding scen-
ic wvalues and solitude. The
DEIS recommended 31,244 acres.
We support a slightly larger
area of 35,900 acres.

Sierra de Las Canas This WSA
is located directly east of
Socorro and provides the sky-
line of colorful Santa Fe for-

mation sandstone which can be
seen from I-25. It is actually
within hiking distance of
Socorro (about 5 miles) if one
is willing to ford the Rio
Grande. Vistas of the Rio
‘Grande ' valTéy "from €he ~WSA
offer a panorama from the
Ladrones on the north to the

San Mateos and San Andres on
the south. The DEIS recommend-
ed 12,800 acres; we recommend
14,500 acres for wilderness.
Stallion Although the DEIS
identified 24,258 acres of this
WSA as potentially suitable for
wilderness, the recommendation
was to drop it from further
consideration. Stallion is a
rugged area located only 14 air
miles northeast of Socorro and
consists of steep escarpments
on the east and north sides
grading from a 7,100' altitude
to canyons draining to the
south at altitudes of 5,500'.
The vegetation 1is primarily
pinyon-juniper and grassland.
Wildlife ranges from deer to
raptors. We strongly recommend
inclusion of the Stallion WSA
in the "further study" category
in the process because of its
outstanding wilderness charac-
teristics. We have identified

an area of 37,358 acres as
suitable for wilderness
designation. *®

S
i

s .Qjito, _ La

Summer 198(

«BEZ

& %

COYOTES

BLM VOLUNTEER GROUP
FORMED
by Jim Fish, Placitas

A different sort of
can be found roaming the
Cabezon area these days. They
wear official BLM volunteer
caps and patches, may be carry-
ing radios, and may even be
driving government vehicles.
The group, Cabezon Coyotes, was
organized to assist the BLM in
the management of the Cabezon,
Lena,

coyote

Ignacio Chavez, and Chamisa”
Wilderness Study Areas. The
primary function of the group

is to patrol the areas, observ-
ing for and reporting any im-
pairing activities such as off-

"road vehicular travel, wildlife

cutting,
removal

poaching, fuelwood

plant collecting, and
of cultural resources. Other
functions of the group include
placing signs, picking up lit-

ter, helping with minor con-
struction projects such as
fence building to <close off

illegal ways, gathering scien-
tific and visitor-use data, and
consulting with BLM staff on
management plans.

We now have eleven members in
the group, with several other
people expressing an interest
in joining. I would like to
have perhaps two dozen active
members so that we can cover
most of the weekends in the
spring and fall without any of
us having to go out more often
than we would anyway.

If you think you could stand
spending two or three weekends
a year in the fascinating Rio
Puerco Valley, let me know and

I will set you up for a "no
obligation” tour.

If you would rather spend
time in El1 Malpais, BLM is
interested in someone organiz-
ing a similar group for that
area. Please contact Mike Pool
or Rick Hanks at the BLM Rio
Puerco Resource Office,
505/766-3114.

Thanks

logo.

Drawing by Joan Acoya

Empedrado, |

to Joan Acoya for ty:
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Fossilized Gastorpod ;"..,.

LEAVE IT LAY

A pot sherd. A piece of
petrified wood. A shiny rock.
A cactus. All basically
worthless if hauled home.
Momentos, but otherwise of
little or no value.

Take, for example, the pot
sherd. Museums are full of
pot sherds. §So are thousands
of boxes in closets, garages,
attics, and basements. Yet,
you come across a broken bit
of pottery in the wilderness;
the markings are unusual; you
take it home as proof that
you found a real site of
antiquity. You show it to an Better to leave it lay.
archaeologist friend and she Give the next person who
scolds you for breaking the stumbles onto it in the wild-
law. If it turns out to be of erness the opportunity to
academic interest, she scolds experience the same thrill :
you as well for destroying you did. Better vyet, take W
evidence. You show it to your friends to the sherd.
another friend and he shrugs, They might enjoy the trip.
"A pot sherd. So?" You never know.

What about the cactus? If a
rare species, by all means,
leave it grow. Futhermore,
don't tell anyone where it is
without a blood cath of sec-
recy. If a common type, go
buy it from the nursery in-
stead of collecting it and
contributing to its future

Where were we before Dave
and I got too busy to produce
the Summer Edition of the
Sierran? Oh yes. Back in the
March/April issue, Tom Mayer
shared with us his perspec-
tive on the use of mountain
bikes. He also pointed out
that they are banned from
most wilderness areas and
national parks. 1 questioned
this ban, and suggested that
large pack trains should be
banned instead. Below,
Patrick Hogan responds.
Thanks, "Patrick. Sorry for
the delay.

I am still 1looking for
articles and opinions related
to the ethical use of wilder-
ness. So far, our topics have
been campfires, dry camping,
horses, and mountain bikes.
Out of over 3600 members 1in
the Rio Grande Chapter, I
have heard from less than a
handful of you. Where do the
rest of you stand on these
and other issues? For examp-

trains using wilderness areas
(and consequently tearing up

RN .
o -

4 le, should dogs be banned trails) is a more difficult rarity.
;\n from wilderness areas? What question to address. I per- You may argue: but there's
Q-‘ about hunting, trapping, sonally would prefer that thousands of pot sherds on
i/ prospecting? What about sur- they not have access either; this mound, and cacti every-

face collecting? * however, tradition is on
their side. Pack animals have
been used throughout this
land since man first began to
roam it. Also, there are the
political implications. If we

try to ban pack animals en-

where. Why can't I take just
one? So, you take one. The
next visitor takes one. A bus
load of high school kids all
take one. Fifty, a hundred
years down the road, the {
mound has been dug, scraped,

Send comments and contributions for
Wilderness Ethics to: Jim Fish, P.O. Box 712,
Placitas, NM 87043
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Like Tom Mayer, I am a foot travel would bring oppo-
mountain bike enthusiast. sition from too many corners,
However, I am opposed to and might endanger the whole
bicycle use in designated concept. I suggest limita-
wilderness areas. I feel that tions both on the number of
there are plenty of places to pack animals allowed into
bike, including BLM 1land, these areas and on the trails
National Forest 1land, and open to their use. Although
some National Parks. The less difficult to enforce, this

Anasazi ruin removed piece by
piece over the years. To see
the kinds of cacti native to
this area, check your neigh-
bors' yards."
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S8 public-use pressure a wilder- approach might be worth a ological Resources Protection %
f@' ness area receives, the more try. Act of 1979 against unauthor- \ §Q5{
’ it will be a "wilderness", With or without restric- ized removal by either exca- N

and prohibiting bicycle use tions on pack animals, 1I'll
will certainly lessen the vote to keep our wilderness
impact of potentially heavy areas truly wild and
public use. This policy would "machine" free. This con-
definitely benefit the wild- straint certainly won't stop
life in wilderness areas, and me from occasionally 1leaving
protecting the wildlife in my bike in the garage and
these areas is a major reason hiking into my favorite wild-
/ for their very existence. erness. It'll be a pleasure
) Allowing bikes, but limiting to have still a place just to
<\ the numbers allowed, would be slow down and hike without

vation or surface collecting.
Futhermore, excavation for
any reason and plant collect-
ing are prohibited in most
federal areas except by per-
mit. At this time, legisla-
tion modeled on the above
acts 1is being drafted to
protect paleontological re-
souces such as the fossilized
shell in the photograph. Per-
haps I should take it back to
where I found it. *®
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difficult to enforce. being passed by bikes all day
The issue of animal pack long. *
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CHAIR’S COLUMN

by Jack Kenney, Santa Fe

First a very big THANK YOU to
Betsy Barnett of Los Alamos,

who recently relinquished her
position on the National Board
of Directors of the Sierra

Club. She has been on the
Board for two terms, and ac-
cording to the regulations was
not eligible for another term.
On behalf of all members and in
particular on behalf of the
Chapter, we express our thanks
for your wonderful representa-
tion of our causes and our
region. We hope, Betsy, that
you will relax for a while, but
we know that your interest in
our causes will not let you get

the long rest you deserve.
WELL DONE, BETSY!
John Colburn also deserves

more than a mere thank you for
all his constant work as our
fearless leader, our Secretary,
and our conscience in matters
environmental. John has taken
a leave of absence from the
Executive Committee. His place
for the rest of the vear will
be ably filled by John Somers,
who will continue to serve as
Chapter Wildlife Chair. Ned
Sudborough has agreed to serve
as Secretary. Thanks John S.
and Ned. And sincere thanks to
John Colburn for his enthu-
siasm, keen perceptiveness, and
personal support.

The Chapter sends our thanks
to two agencies and one indivi-
dual who have given us finan-
cial support as we addressed
comments and developed public
enthusiasm for evaluation of
the five New Mexico forest
plans. We have had fiscal
support from The Wilderness
Society, a generous check from
REI, and generous support to
pay for advertisements to gen-
erate public interest on the
Santa Fe National Forest Plan
from Elizabeth King of Tesuque.
Thanks to all.

Your hard-working SCCOPE Com-
mittee deserves a vote of
thanks for thorough canvassing
of candidates for state and
congressional offices. Now
it's your turn to get involved
(see articles on page 1 and the
back page).

Navajo Nation Discussions
Debbie Sease (from the Wash-

ington Sierra Club office) and
I were Club representatives and

guests of the Navajo Nation
(Chairman Zah) and the Insti-
tute for Resource Management

(Robert Redford's group) at a
July seminar held in Crownpoint
and Chaco Canyon to discuss
Navajo problems and opportun-
ities. The environmental and
business communities were rep-
resented by top notch heavy
hitters, and the discussions
were heated and interesting.
Congressman George Miller (7th
Dist., CA) was the moderator
and did well to steer the semi-
nar focus on: future efforts

Page 4

concerning the proposed Dineh
Power Project (formerly the New

Mexico Generating Station);
native inputs into environ-
mental policy-making; economic

alternatives for development on
the Navajo Reservation; and
environmental education on the
Reservation. The Institute for
Resource Management will work
the Tribe and other seminar
patrticipants in organizing
follow-up discussions on the
issues addressed.

Acid Rain
Acid rain 1is still on the
table. Contact Representatives

and ask them
4567. And

Skeen and Lujan,
to support H.R.
thank Rep. Richardson for his
co-sponsorship of the bill!
There still is a good chance of
enacting strong and badly
needed acid rain control legis-

lation in 1986. It is up to
our representatives, and to
you.

The Malpais

The Malpais' future is still
up in the air (see article,
page 1). Write to your
Senators and Representative and
ask that they preserve the
entire area covered by the

House bill!
'\'
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
NOW OPEN FOR
NOMINATIONS

by Jack Kenney, Santa Fe

The Chapter Nominating Com-
mittee 1is now seeking your
suggestions for candidates to
run in the elections for Chap-
ter Executive Committee posi-
tions this year.

If you have a gripe about the
Club or the Chapter, or if you
would 1like to reorient our
priorities, now is your chance.
Submit your name or the name of
your chosen nominee to your
Group Chair, the Nominating
Committee, or any member of the
Chapter Executive Committee
(see directory, page 5). One
person can make a difference.

We need new blood in the
Chapter ExCom; we need to break
the current male monopoly on
the ExCom; and we need enthu-
siasm and devotion to specific
environmental causes. 1 cannot
overemphasize that the vitality
of the Chapter depends on the
enerqgy, enthusiasm, and matur-
ity of our ExCom, so please
consider who you would like to
have guiding the Chapter during
the years 1987, 1988, and 1989,
and make a recommendation. 4
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EDITOR’S NOTES

by Dave Glowka, Tijeras

What happens when you're a
volunteer editor and your pro-
fessional 1life suddenly under-
goes a big change? What do you
do when the May/June issue of
the Sierran is due and you're
working nights and weekends on
the job you get paid to do?
And, finally, what is the only
option avaiable when September
is staring you in the face and
you haven't been able to work
on anything "green" since last
April? Presto! The "Summer
1986" edition of the Sierran.

My sincere apologies to the
membership for the 5-month
lapse since the last issue. If
I hadn't been so busy, I would
actually feel guilty. I can
only take comfort in the fact
that as a volunteer, I am en-
titled to lapses in performance
on environmental issues.

The El1 Malpais Struggle

We can only assume that Sen.

Domenici means well when he
throws up so many obstacles to
preservation of El1 Malpais.
After all, there probably is

not a piece of real estate in

the whole state that is more
worthy of immediate protection
and has fewer conflicts with

minerals to
insignificant and

preservation--no
speak of;

surely substandard timber re-
sources; and substantially nd
other productive, competing
uses.

Why then does the Senator
oppose immediate and compre-
hensive preservation?

Maybe it's because he be-
lieves that management of El

Malpais can be properly divided
between the BLM and the Park
Service; but in 1980 the
Senator created legislation
that created multiple manage-
ment of several Chacoan Out-
liers, with disastrous results.
Some of the sites have been
vandalized and looted, and to
date there is still not an
adequate protection plan in
place for these priceless rem-
nants from the past.

Maybe the Senator
that National Monuments
shouldn't be run by the BLM;
but different Wilderness areas
are currently being managed by
at least four agencies within
the federal government, and how
well these areas are managed
depends only on the will of the
agencies and the direction of
the Administration, not on
their historical roles.

Maybe the Senator feels that
there is no rush to get legis-
lation in place; but we should
remind him that the statewide
BLM Wilderness recommendations
are due this fall, and the
resulting Wilderness designa-
tion process will keep us all,
environmentists and Congres-
sional delegation alike, very
busy for the foreseeable
future. ¥

believes
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Thanks to the Albuquerque Group for helping
to mail the Sierran.

The Rio Grande Sierran is
charge to Sierra Club members as a membership
service. Otherwise, subscriptions may be had
for $10/year by contacting Elizabeth Fuller,
Chapter Membership Chair (see directory).
****************

Printed bimonthly by Vanguard Printing, 101
Summer Avenue NW, Albuquerque. Headlines
typeset by Mona Cuevas at Southwest Research
and Information Center in Albuquerque.

provided at no

OUR EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed in the Rio Grande Sierran
are those of the contributors” and not neces-
sarily those of the Sierra Club or the Rio
Grande Chapter unless SO stated. Other or-
ganizations may use non-copyrighted materials
appearing the the Sierran as long as acknow-
legement is made. We welcome contributions
of articles, essays, prose, poetry, photo-
graphs, drawings, and other submissions. We
request that all submissions be signed and
accompanied by a telephone number and address
at which the author may be contacted. Send
submissions to the Editor (see directory).

——
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WILDERNESS COALITION
RECEIVES
$2000 FROM REI
Recreational Equipment, Inc. of Seattle,
Washington, recently sent the New Mexico BLM
Wilderness Coalition a check for $2000 to assist
in the publication of a statewide wilderness pro-
posal currently being prepared by the Coalition.

The proposal is to be offered as an alternative to
the recommendations of the Bureau of Land Manage-

ment with regard to wilderness designation for
approximately 1.5 million acres of roadless BLM
land in New Mexico. The BLM recommendations will

be contained in the New Mexico Statewide Wilder-
ness Study Draft Environmental Impact Statement
scheduled for release on September 1, 1986. The
Coalition intends to release its proposal in late
September.

The New Mexico BLM Wilderness Coalition is an ad
hoc group of individuals dedicated to the perma-
nent protection of BLM wild lands as wilderness.
Other organizations supporting the Coalition's
work are Cabezon Coyotes, Gila Wilderness Commit-~-
tee, New Mexico Wilderness Study Committee,
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, Nevada Outdoor
Recreation Association, American Wilderness Allji-
ance, National Parks and Conservation Association,
Friends of the Earth, Sierra Club, The Wilderness
Society, and Project Lighthawk. ¥
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Mesilla, NM 88046
(505)~526~6207

John Pierpont

Rt. 9, Box 72-4

Santa Fe, NM 87505
(505)~-982-1938

Ron Grotbeck (Alternate)

8812 Harwood NE

Albugquerque, NM 87111

L (505)-296-0944

Dennis P. Nicolaus

4116 Hendrix Rd. NE

Albuquerque, NM 87110
(505)-884-5433

] MEMBER :

Hank Taylor

4121 Terrace Drive

Farmington, NM 87401
(505)-325-357¢

Tom Brasfield
5223 santa Elena
El Paso, TX 79932
(915)-584-8739 (h)
=533-2662 (w)

"esecsccccscsccses s REGIONAL GROUP CHAIRS . eeernrenennnnnnnnns
ALBUQUERQUE

Guy Trujillo
ﬁ 8022 Aspen Dr. NE

SANTA PE
Norma McCallan
297 01d Arroyo Chamiso
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505)-988-3635 (h)
-827-3826 (w)

Albuquerque, NM 87110
(505)-296-2710 (h)
-268-4546 (w)

EL PASO

Gary Williams

7832 Ranchland

El Paso, TX 79915
L (915)~598-0968

TOLAROSA BASIN

Norm Martin

PO Box 207

ARlamogordo, NM 88310
(505)-437-2428 (w)

SOUTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO
Ben Zerbey
(address above)

*ceeccees.CHAPTER LEADERS AND COMMITTEE COORDINATORS..........

TREASURER WATER

Joy Owen Patty Adam

9905 Cork 418 Apodaca Hill

El Paso, TX 79925 Santa Fe, NM 87501

(915)-598-9332 (505)-983-1949
WILDERNESS

George Grossman
1391 Santa Rosa
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505)-982-1024

OUTINGS CHAIR
Jim Owen
(address above)

SOUTHWEST REGIONAL
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

{SWRCC) CHAPTER WILDLIFE CHAIR
John Colburn John Somers
Dan Jones 305 Solano NE

Albuquerque, NM 87108
(505)~268-2350

Jack Kenney
(addresses above)

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Elizabeth Fuller

#10 Brownell Howland Rd.
Santa Fe, NM 87501

NATIONAL WILDLIPE CHAIR
Carol Cochran '
1415 Phoenix Nw
Albuguerque, NM 87107
(505)-345-1414
FOREST PLANNING
Hal Reynolds
(address above)
Jim Owen
(address above)

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
CHAIR

Hank Taylor

(address above)

BLM MEDIA/PUBLICITY CHAIR

Bob Wilbur John Pierpont

2951 Plaza Azul (address above)

Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505)-471-5735 TRAINING CHAIR

John Colburn

LEGISLATIVE COORDINATOR (address above)

Edie Pierpont

(address above) COAL AND SURFACE MINING

Dave Glowka

(address below)

SCCOPE COMMITTEE CHAIR
Tom Brasfield
(address above)

LEGAL ADVISOR
Leslie King
(address above)

RIO GRANDE SIERRAN EDITOR
Dave Glowka

Star Rt., Box 282B
Tijeras, NM 87059
(505)-281-1488

<+++-NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBER IN CHAPTER AREA....

Betsy Barnett

1202 Cheyenne

Los Alamos, NM 87544
(505)-662-9581
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AIR POLLUTION AND
POWER PLANTS
Part II: Status in New Mexico
by Hank Taylor, Farmington

This is the
second of a two-part article
explaining some of the facts
about air-borne pollution pro-
duced by electric generating
plants. The first half ap-
peared in the March/April issue
of the Sierran.]

[Editor's note:

There are three coal-fired
power plants in New Mexico:
1)Four Corners Power Plant,

operated by Arizona Public Ser-
vice (5 generating units); 2)
San Juan Generating Station,
operated by Public Service Co.
of NM (4 generating units); and
3) Escalante, operated by

Plains Electric (1 unit). The
Four Corners units were com-
pleted from 1963 to 1970 and
are not subject to federal
regulations. They are, how-
ever, subject to state regula-
tions and therefore have emis-
sion controls. Units 1, 2, and
3 (572 megawatts total) have

wet scrubbers designed to re-
move more than 99% of particu-
lates and significant amounts
of §S02. Units 4 and 5 (1600
megawatts total) originally had
small electrostatic precipi-
tators but now have extremely
efficient baghouses to remove

more than 99% of particulates.
These, large. units _also. .have
lime scrubbers which remove

more than 72% of S02.

San Juan Generating Station
consists of four units com-
pleted from 1973 to 1982. The
oldest wunit is not subject to

federal regulations, but the
three newer units are. All
units are subject to state
regulations. All units have

electrostatic precipitators to
remove more than 99% of parti-
culate emissions. Al units
have the Wellman~Lord S02 re-~-
moval system, which is a re-
generative - process that pro-
duces -sufuric acid from §S02
emissions.

Nitrogen oxides are control-
led with varying degrees of
success at both plants by uti-
lizing combustion control tech-
niques. The newer San Juan
units were designed for "low
NOx" and easily meet regulation
limits; bu the older units were
designed for "efficient com-~
bustion,” and the technology
for converting them is very
difficult. The basic technol-
ogy for successful NOx control
is reducing combustion temper-
atures. New boilers are de-
signed larger and with more or
special burners and secondary
combustion, but older boilers
are very difficult to convert
and operate safely. They tend
to swing in and out of com-
pliance with regulations, ac-
cording to coal variations,
load requirements, and burner
conditions. Operators must run
them on a thin boundary between

-can . be-
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monoxide levels.

Escalante plant has limestone
scrubbers on their 233 megawatt
unit, which began operation in
1984. They are subject to the
latest federal and state regqu-
lations. The S02 scrubber sys-
tem 1is designed for 95% remov-
al. Escalante also has an
efficient baghouse for particu-

late removal and a modern low
NOx boiler.

Particulate emissions in the
Four Corners area have been
much improved. There are
moisture plumes from the power

plants whoich result from evap-
oration in cooling towers and
wet scrubber systems. Nitrogen
oxides are a continuing prob-
lem. Even when emission regu-
lation limits are complied
with, oxide products are con-
verted to a brown cloud which

seems to hang in the air each
morning and go away during the
day. It never seems as bad as

the brown cloud which frequent-
ly hangs over Albuquerque,
Denver, and Salt Lake City, and
those of us who live in the
Four Corners area hate to trav-
el to those cities.

Regulations are developed by
governmental bodies according
to the needs of states or
countries. Therefore, you have
input to those needs. At the
federal 1level, the Clean Air
Act still requires extension or
modification and extension. It
rewritten to include
olad, existing power plants
which can force air emission
controls. The high cost and
present economy must be kept in
mind, and most arguments taking
place seem to center around who

will pay for controls. Most
newer western plants have con-
trols. Should they help pay
for older eastern plant con-
trols? How can eastern com-
panies that already have very
high power costs afford to
increase rates to pay for con-
trols? On the state level,

regulations can always be modi-
fied to be more or less strin-
gent; but additional controls
are costly and result in a
higher cost of power.

New Mexico also must consider
emission regulations of adja-
cent states. It seems unfair
to have stringent state regula-
tions and high power costs
without neighboring states
doing the same. New Mexico is
setting a very good example in
the power industry with respect
to emission controls. Many
visitors come from other states
and countries to inspect our
emission controls. It is en-
couraging to see this interest
and see the concern of coun-
tries such as East Germany,
China, and all of Europe. 4
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BLM TO CELEBRATE
NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS
DAY IN EL MALPAIS

The Albuquerque District
Office of the BLM is in the
process of planning a celebra-
tion of National Public Lands
Day, Saturday, September 6, in
El Malpais. A station will be
set wup at the Sandstone Bluff
Overlook off Highway 117 south
of Grants. Depending on turn-
out and interest, the program
will include short, interpre-
tive hikes; discussion groups;
tours along the roads; and,
perhaps, a trek across the lava
along the Dominguez-Escalante
Trail. Rick Hanks has invited
the conservation community to
participate as tour guides and
discussion facilitators. For
more details, contact him at
the BLM office in Albuquerque,
766-3114.

This invitation is a perfect
opportunity for some of us to
help the BLM and to share with

the public our views on the
importance of wilderness pro-
tection for El1 Malpais. ¥
ATALYA MT. TRAIL
REROUTED

by Thomas Sisk, FOREST TRUST

The Atalaya Mountain trail
has been rerouted at its south-
ern end. Recent conflicts over
sections where the o0l1ld trail
crossed private land led to an
agreement between landowners
and the Friends of Atalaya.
Parts of the lower section of
the trail between St. John's
College and the Santa Fe
National Forest boundary have
been rerouted. The new trail
is well marked, and we ask that
hikers shift their use to this
new section in support of the
cooperative effort of land-
owners and trail users. A 4

GET WELL, MAGGIE
WE NEED YOU!
By Jack Kenney, Santa Fe
All of us in the Chapter send
our best wishes to Maggie Fox,

Southwestern Regional Repre-
sentive of the Sierra Club, and

our hopes for a speedy
recovery.

Maggie had an unforgettable
experience during her visit/
climb in the Central Asian
section of the USSR, when she

badly broke a leg and ended up
spending six days in a Soviet
hospital 1looking for someone
who spoke English. She is
home, with bones re-set, and
knows that all of us are think-
ing of her. Ask her to come




POWER LINE CONTINUES to the proposed wilderness. ronmental Improvement Division

TO THREATEN WESTERN NM Alternative routes skirt other someone with a proven record of

by Paul Krehbiel, Socorro existing or proposed advocacy for environmental
wildernesses or Wilderness improvement.

El Paso Electric Company con- Study Areas, as far away as Powell's past record on envi-
tinues to propose the construc- Ladron Peak between Socorro and ronmental issues includes suc-
tion of a 345 kilovolt trans-  Albuquerque. cessful opposition to a pulp
mission line from near 8. Local uproar over a last- mill that was to be located in
Springerville, Arizona to  minute switch by El Paso Elec- Albuquerque several years ago.
Deming, NM. The power line, tric to route the line through He was instrumental in adoption

under the title of the "Arizona Monticello Canyon caused the of the concept of open space in
Interconnection Project" by EI BLM to abandon its efforts to Albuquerque and creation of the
Paso Electric, would provide El finish an EIS internally. A Rio Grande State Park.

Paso and vicinity with cheaper  "third-party” agreement is now Garrey Carruthers, on the
coal-fired power from new gen- in effect in which WIRTH Envi- other hand, is the very embodi-
erating stations near Springer-  ronmental Services of Phoenix ment of the Reagan Administra-
ville owned by Tucson Electric will prepare the EIS from tion on environmental issues.
Power Company. scratch. BLM remains the lead Although he has tried to por-

Some points of interest: agency in the EIS, but WIRTH is tray himself as a "savior' of

1. El Paso Electric does not being paid by El1 Paso Electric. the environment, particularly
actually need the power. They 9. WIRTH is a professional the Bisti Badlands, nothing
want it a) to reduce the cost and environmentally sensitive could be farther from the truth
of power to their customers, b) outfit but is in the business (showing another propensity to

to enable them to shut down of routing power 1lines. The act as a Reagan clone:
several oil- and gas-fired gen- question of need will not fall misleading the public).
erating stations in the El Paso within their purvue or the Carruthers was, in fact, an

area, and c) to improve the purvue of BLM. Assistant  Secretary of the
reliability of their power ser- The upshot of the situation Interior under (you guessed it)
vice. is that El Paso Electric wants James Watt. that role,

2. The power line would cross a "bargain-basement" ($50 mil-  Carruthers was heavily involved
the western and southern part lion) power 1line to provide in the scandalous
of New Mexico containing some more luxurious service to their tion of the federal coal leas-

of our most scenic and undevel- customers. The line would dam- ing program of the early
oped lands. age the scenic, undeveloped 1980's. The Bureau of Land

3% El Paso Electric already environment of a part of New Management, under Carruthers,
owns unused generating capacity  Mexico where few people reside actually opposed designation of
at the Palo Verde nuclear plant to defend those scenic values. wilderness areas in the Bisti
but does not want to wuse the Public scoping meetings were Badlands until proposals

power because its cost is not recent]y held in a number of were whittled down to areas
justified by need. communities in the area, and that had absolutely no conflict
4. A number of alternative public comments are being ac- with coal development.

. routes  between Springerville cepted now on the issues and Carruthers was also instru-

and Deming have been identified  alternatives, and on the Arizo- mental in: attempts to reduce
and are being studied. Several na Interconnection Project in public participation in the
of these, such as along the general. The address of WIRTH <coal 1leasing process; in con-

North Star road between Gila Environmental Services is 3737 ducting coal

and Aldo Leopold Wildernesses, N. 7th Street, Suite 211, Wyoming, where
are out of the question and are Phoenix, Arizona 85014. The government lost hundreds of
being studied to make the EIS draft EIS will be finished in millions of dollars in poten-
and in proposing
5. Probably only one or two  pApril, 1987. Construction is  such preposterous leasing tar-

look good when it rejects them. December, 1986; final EIS in tial revenue;

of the alternatives fit within planned to begin in 1988. ¥ gets in the environmentally
El Paso Electric's budget and sensitive San Juan Basin that
ability to Jjustify the 1line. the whole scheme backfired and

These alternatives cross large-
ly open and undeveloped coun-
try, where the power line would
be visible from large dis-
tances.

6. An attractive route to El
Paso Electric cuts across the

southwestern part of the San Powell as Governor and to con-
Augustin Plains (having been tinue with progressive programs
forced out of a more desired to protect enhance the
central crossing by the Very Powell (from page 1) environment; or to elect Garrey

Large Array radio telescope

the Winston-Chloride and Hills- Powell would support an Washington for (at least) two
boro areas, or through the effective bottle bill to help more years, it would be disast-
largely private and beautiful reduce litter and conserve nat- rous for an industry yes-man to
Monticello Canyon, which con- yral resources. He would work take the reigns in New Mexico

tains a desert stream fed by a to reinstate solar energy tax in 1987.

large  spring in the upper credits, believing that the Current polls on the guber-
reaches of the canyon. full potential of this clean natorial race are not at all

7. Major variations of the and economical energy source encouraging. It thus behooves
above route pass very near to npas not yet been fully all Sierra Club members to take
the Eagle Peak, Mesita Blanca, realized. the 1lead and work toward a
Horse Mountain, and Continental On administrative affairs, favorable outcome in the Novem-

Divide BLM WSA's. One paral- powell believes that a repre- ber elections. Please consider
lels  the northern boundary sentative of an environmental doing whatever you can! Con-
within one mile of the Conti- organization should serve on tact Gwen Wardwell in Santa Fe
nental Divide WSA, across state the state Economic Development (827-8140 at work or 983-5317
land being recommended by the Board. Moreover, he would ap- at home) if you can possibly
NM BLM Coalition as an addition point as Director of the Envi- help.

Send your newsletter contributions to David Glowka, Star Route Box 282 B, Tijeras, NM 87059.

the federal

resulted in Congressional sus-
pension of the
leasing program
unintentional outcome).

Once again, New Mexico voters
are faced with a clear choice
this November:

federal coal

to elect Ray

Carruthers and fall victim to a
facility). It then heads south permitted--but it should be roll-back of laws and regula-
to Deming along one of several byilt only by the private sec- tions designed to protect the
variations through' ' similarly tor, without the use of public Land of Enchantment. With

scenic and undeveloped land in funds. Ronald Reagan at the helm in
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Calkin (from back page)

Power from the Grassroots

A major factor the Calkin
campaign's success is the
strongly dedicated following he
has earned in the environmental
and progressive communities.
The Sierra Club's endorsement
was viewed as a big plus.

In addition, educators are
taking a new interest in this
office which has such a signi-
ficant impact on funding for
the state's public schools and
universities. This was evi-
denced by the endorsement Brant
received from the National Edu-
cation Association (NEA).

Sportsmen and wildlife enthu-
siasts like his strong stand on
permitting greater public ac-
cess to state lands.

Without question Brant's vol-
unteer organization was unsur-
passed by any other campaign in

the Primary and that included
all of the gubernatorial
campaigns!

Such active and vigorous

grassroots support for a candi-
date in what is normally viewed
as a "low-visibility, low-
information race"™ is unprece-
dented. However there appears
to be organized opposition to
Brant's candidacy as well.

Ranchers around the state
have challenged the new grazing
fees set by present Land Com-
missioner Jim Baca. The case
is in court at this time, and
Brant has pledged to abide by
the Court's decision.

The Republican candidate, San
Juan county rancher William
Humphries, has denounced Baca
as being a "dictator"™ and is
advocating an advisory board be
set up with constitutional pow-
ers to impeach a Land Commis-
sioner not to its 1liking.

Brant, who served as Baca's
deputy commissioner, has been
target for much of the flak.

Consequentally, with this
swirling controversy the Land
Commissioner race is taking on
a new prominence in the electo-
ral scheme of things.

Referendum on the Environment

Baca was the first State Land
Commissioner who exhibited a
genuine concern for the envi-
ronment. He enjoyed strong
support from the Sierra Club in
both his Land Commission race
and his bid to become Mayor of
Albuquerque. Brant's election
would establish a tradition of
electing Land Commissioners who
are strongly concious of envi-
ronmentalist values. His loss
- would be perceived as a repu-
diation of the same.

James Watt for Governor?

Garrey Carruthers and Brant
Calkin. There could be no more
striking contrast between two
candidates for public office.

Brant is a former National
President of the Sierra Club.
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He has spent his life fighting
to preserve and restore our
land and water. He has worked
in resource management for 18
years.

Carruthers made his name as
an aide and protegee of former
Interior Secretary James Watt.
Carruthers played a leading
role in the Chaco coal leasing
scheme that caused the dgreat
public outcry which ultimately
proved to be the beginning of

the end of Watt's reign at
Interior. (See Jeff Radford's
new book, The Chaco Coal
Scandal.)

Carruthers was quoted in the

Albuquerque Tribune (June 12,
1986) as expressing amazement
at environmentalists' "fascina-

tion" with one of the "great
men" with whom he had once been
associated. He simply couldn't
understand why they were so
worked up about James Watt!

Yet most New Mexicans, (and
even a good number of Sierra
Clubbers) are still unaware of
the Carruthers/Watt connection.
What they see is a fresh, new
face with a telegenic smile
promising to provide dynamic
and aggressive leadership. Un-

less there is a dramatic shift
in public awareness on this
score and 1if the polls are

right, the chances are extreme-
ly good that we will see a
clone of James Watt begin a
four-year term as governor in
January of 1987.

These are the Stakes

If indeed such an eventuality
should come to pass, then it
becomes critically important
that Brant's campaign withstand
the strong tendency for a
Republican sweep down the
ticket.

This is so for two very com-
pelling reasons:

First, there is no way of
predicting what horrid environ-
mental and resource development
policies might be hatched under
a Carruthers regime. It would
be critical to have Brant
Calkin as a prominently elected
public official, standing on
guard, ready to blow the whis-
tle at the first hint of envi-
ronmentally unsound proposals.

Under such circumstances we
would need Brant more than
ever.

Second, a Carruthers win com-
bined with a Calkin defeat
would be interpreted by polit-
icos as a rejection by the
voters of the idea that envi-
ronmental concerns must be pri-
mary considerations in the for-
mation of public policies re-
specting our natural reources.

Accumulated over vyears of
arduous struggle, the political

clout of the environmental
movement in New Mexico would
evaporate instantly. A

Carruthers win/Calkin loss sce-
nario, coming fresh on the
heels of the Albuquerque  mayo-
ral debacle in which the Sierra
Club invested so much of its
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energy and prestige in Jim
Baca's losing effort, would be
especially devastating to mor-

ale. The Club's political
credibility would suffer im-
measureably. Anti-environment-

al forces would be utterly free

to set the public policy agenda

for a long time to come.
Senator Bingaman's reelection

chances in 1988 would be jeo-
pardized and the pressures on
him to cave in on environ-

mental issues would intensify.

Clearly, if the most dedi-
cated enemy of the environmen-
talist cause had sought to
devise a plan with which to
completely wreck the environ-
mentalist movement in New
Mexico, that foe could hardly
have devised a better one than
this.

The Huge Task Ahead

With barely 70 days to go
before the November 4th elec-
tion there is much to be done.

We must redouble our efforts
to get the word out to the
public about Brant. Despite
our best efforts, he still has
relatively low name recogniton
with the general public.

The task for the environmen-
tal movement is to close ranks
as never before. We must dup-
licate that great mobilization
of 1982--the one that toppled

Harrison Schmitt, that other
admirer of the very same James
Watt whose hideous spectre

haunts us once more.

Brant's campaign is still in
financial debt from what proved
to be a very difficult and
costly primary. But now an

even more crucial test lies
ahead.

Brant Calkin needs volun-
teers. Brant Calkin needs
money for literature so that
those volunteers will have

something to distribute. He
needs money for phones. And
most importantly he needs money
for television.

(To contact Citizens for
Calkin, phone 268-4100 in Albyg.
or 982~8916 in Santa Fe. Write
to P.0. Box 36796, Albuquerque,
NM 87176) ¥

DEMOCRAT ¢ STATE

LAND COMMISSIONER
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El Malpais (from page 1)
phoned, and exerted themselves
in this effort! Your expres-—-
sions of support and the over-
whelming public support expres-
sed at the congressional hear-
ings were invaluable in expedi-
ting House adoption of this
bill. Rep. Richardson deserves
our heartfelt thanks for spon-
soring this high level of pro-
tection for E1 Malpais. He
introduced the bill in November
1985.

The continuing challenge is
to get an acceptable El Malpais

bill from the U.S. Senate.
Time 1is running out for this
year's session of Congress;
only three weeks of the 99th

Congress remain after it recon-
venes on September 8. In spite
of our continued wurging, we
have not yet seen a bill intro-

duced by either Senator Jeff
Bingaman or Senator Pete
Domenici.

Sen. Domenici just recently

announced that he has arranged
a tour of the Malpais area for
William Mott, director of the
National Park Service on August
30. Domenici in the Grants
Daily Beacon, August 12,
"After this wvisit, Mr. Mott
would prepare a proposal of how
the Park Service might help.
We would then move with dis-
patch to get it through both
houses of Congress and the
White House." Could this have
been done 3, 4, or even 6

months ago? Domenici in the
Daily Beacon, November 25,
1985: "I am quick to tell you
that I am extremely reluctant
to just jump into
this."...Study of the plans

would indicate "in a couple of
weeks" whether or not "we would

have to rule out a park."!
Then an editorial in the Daily

Beacon, November 26, 1985:;
"Domenici says there is no
reason to rush into this thing
and do it wrong. Thank the
Lord we have Sen. Domenici
watching over wus in Washing-
ton." 1If Congress adjourns in
October without passing a Sen-
ate bill and resolving the
differences between it and the
House bill, -we will be forced
to start over with a clean
legislative slate next year.

It must be noted that the BLM
has labored diligently over the
past several years to consoli-

date their ownership of this
area. The New Mexico BLM of-
fice has swapped many, many
sections of land elsewhere to
Indian and other private land-
owners to remove the once~-
checkerboarded ownership pat-
tern. Furthermore, involved
conservationists have been

heartened to see BLM personnel
and adminstrators in New Mexico
exhibit a growing interest in,
and commitment to first-rate
management of El1 Malpais. Will
all this be undercut now by
turning the area over to the
National Park Service? And
will an NPS Park or Monument be
much smaller than the large
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area proposed for protection in
Richardson's bill? Only Pete
knows what he really intends to

do for (or is it to?) El
Malpais.
Letters and phone calls to

your Senators should stress the
following:

a) Protection of E1 Malpais
is of the highest priority to
concerned citizens of New
Mexico. Legislation should
prescribe management based on
the model provided by the
national monuments previously
designated by Congress and past
administrations. Anything less

will not do justice to this
unique and valuable resource
and will not provide adequate
protection or public

recognition for El Malpais.

b) The West Malpais and
Chain of Craters must be desig-
nated as Wilderness now, along
with the El Malpais Wilderness.
Current BLM management (BLM Rio
Puerco Area Resource Management
Plan) stresses scenic and natu-
ral values in these areas and
no longer emphasizes resource
extraction (grazing and timber)
which had earlier been consi-
dered as conflicting with wild-
erness designation.

c) Cultural resources within
the area must be protected.
Cultural sites are numerous and
have experienced prolonged
pressure from looters, pot-
rustlers, and vandals. There
is still an invaluable resource
remaining, but ever-increasing
public pressure must be managed
so as to protect this resource
adequately.

d) No conflict with prospec-
tive Wilderness designation
should be allowed in any poten-
tial park bill. Nothing in the
House bill would preclude even-
tual Wilderness designation for
the eastside WSA's. Likewise,
management prescribed in a
Senate bill must not preclude
or impact adversely on the
prospects for Wilderness for
these eminently-qualified
lands.

Please write your letters of
support today!

Senator Jeff Bingaman
502 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Pete Domenici
4239 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Bill Richardson
325 Cannon Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20515

Mr. William Mott, Director
National Park Service
Washington, DC 20240

Secretary Hodel (Mott's boss)
U.S. Department of Interior
Washington, DC 20240 ¥
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Win (from page 1)

petitions required an enormous
number of volunteer hours and
the donated services of Dick
Rubin and Bruce Throne, talent-
ed attorneys. Other activities
conducted by campaign volun-
teers included; literature
drops, sign painting and in-
stallation, huge mailings,
phone banks, banner waiving,
and over 500 contributors to
partially fund this effort. We
had wonderful groups in Albu-

querque, Socorro, Santa Fe,
Silver City, Deming, Taos, Los
Alamos, and a sprinkling

throughout the state, all of
whom worked hard for Brant. We
thank you!

Pamela Brodie, who guided and
inspired this effort, has left
for a job with the Sierra Club
in California. She coordinated
this effort, with help from
Lynda Taylor, Susan Larsen,
John Daniel, Kay Grotbeck, and
Susan Tixier. Pam put in tre-
mendous energy, hours, spirit,
and inspiration~-~-she'll be
sorely missed. Let's not let
her down.

We are left with a substan-
tial debt and a general elec-
tion campaign to fund. We know

that many have already given to
the cause, but it's time to get
out the checkbook again because
we must win the general elec-
tion to make a real difference.
If every chapter member sent in
$25 we'd be well on our way.

Thanks again for a job well
done, and let's get back to
work! (See article on current

campaign status, back page.) ¥

Send your newsletter contributions to David Glowka, Star Route Box 282 B, Tijeras, NM 87059
¥ Photographs, articles, stories, poetry, graphics, announcements, book reviews, drawings ¥



CALKIN IN TIGHT RACE FOR
LAND COMMISSIONER

by John Daniel, Albuquerque

After a smashing upset in
the Democratic Primary on
June 3, (a victory due in
large measure to the tire-
less efforts of hordes of
Sierra Club volunteers),
former naticnal Sierra Club
President, Brant Calkin is
locked in a dead heat in his
race for State Land Commis-
sioner.

Quite simply, this race
is shaping up to be the most
hotly contested match-up in
the upcoming November Gen-
eral Election.

For the Sierra Club and
the entire environmental
movement in New Mexico this
all means a substantial
raising of the political
stakes.

Anatomy of a Cliff-hanger

Two recent polls point to
a strong public dissatisfac-
tion with the current admin-
istration in Santa Fe and
that nearly a third of the
registered Democrats = are
contemplating switching to
the GOP gubernatorial can-
didate. One of the polls
showed Powell trailing

Rio Grande Chapter
Sierra Club

207 San Pedro NE
Albuquerque, NM 87108

12863330 1704 0887
MRS C KESKULLA/MR
RT 3 BOX 106=F

Carruthers by a 46% to 30%
margin with only 24% un-
decided in early August!

What does this mean for
Brant, who is running as a
Democrat?

Historically, statewide
Democratic candidates stand-
ing for office below Gover-
nor can count on running
about 4% ahead of the guber-
natorial candidate. 1f
Democratic Party standard
bearer, Ray Powell, contin-
ues to show as poorly as
these ©polls indicate, then
this strongly suggests that
Brant is in for the biggest
fight of his career.

Powell is still 1little
known around the state. He
is an advocate of environ-
mental quality and clean
industry. He is continually
reminding audiences that the
first person to which he
will always turn for counsel
in these matters is Brant
Calkin. Clearly it would
make life easier if the
Powell campaign begins to
pick up.

And we all thought it
would be so easy from here
on out!

see Calkin , page 10
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