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Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club

2026 Midterm Primaries, June 2

It's critical we all vote in the upcoming midterms. Make your voice heard. Vote ... and help others do so

Here are the endorsements
our Chapter is making for the
leading offices in New Mexico

The following are the state and local candidates
who have been endorsed by the Chapter and who
have opponents in the June primary. Endorsements
of candidates who have no primary opponent will be
disclosed at a later date. Be sure to vote on June 2.

Visit www.riograndesierraclub.org/elections for
additional endorsements that may be made
prior to the primary.

Governor
Deb Haaland

The Chapter is proud
to endorse Deb Haaland
for governor.

After representing
New Mexico’s First
Congressional District
in the US Congress,
Haaland served as
Secretary of the Interior
during the Biden
administration.

She was one of the
first two native women to be elected to serve in
Congress, and she was the first native cabinet
secretary. If elected, she would be New Mexico’s
first native governor.

Haaland pairs the deep-rooted values of her
heritage with a clear, actionable climate agenda.

As secretary of the Interior, she reduced methane
waste on federal and tribal lands, accelerated
permitting for clean energy projects and launched
large-scale orphaned well remediation — cutting
emissions while creating jobs.

Haaland embodies the values the Chapter
looks for in a governor — respect for the land,
responsibility to future generations and courage
in the face of injustice.

Her life and career reflect a deep belief that our
environment is not a commodity, but a sacred trust.
She understands environmental stewardship is in-
separable from protecting families, water and live-
lihoods. She is committed to ensuring that no
community is left behind.

As governor, Haaland will commit New Mexico
to net-zero emissions by 2050, fully implement the
Clean Cars and Trucks Standards, modernize build-
ing codes for energy efficiency, use the state’s pur-
chasing power to expand renewable energy markets
and place New Mexico on a path to a sustainable
water future. She is our clear choice for governor.

Former Interior Secretary
Deb Haaland

Secretary of State
Amanda Lépez Askin

Dofia Ana County Clerk Amanda Lopez Askin
was raised in Las Cruces by a mother who had
“the Spanish spanked out of her.” As a result, she
became an advocate for voting rights in order to
get “a seat at the table of democracy.”

She inherited that passion, and after earning
her doctorate and a building a successful career
as a therapist and teacher, she was appointed

Dofia Ana County \
clerk when a vacancy
arose in 2018. She was
later elected to the
position in 2022.

Lépez Askin was
appointed as clerk five
days before the 2018
election and was im-
mediately confronted
by falsehoods and elec-
tion-denial in the close Torres Small-Herrell con-
gressional election that year. Her experience with
election-denial, disruption, personal attacks and
threats throughout her tenure as Dofia Ana County
clerk has prepared her to be a steady hand to guide
the state through the polarized elections we will be
facing in the future.

She understands the fear and intimidation com-
munities experience when federal law enforcement
officers are present on Election Day. She has seen
it play out firsthand in southern New Mexico and
will do everything she can to ensure that it does
not occur with the current federal administration.

Amanda Lépez Askin

Public Lands Commissioner
Rep. Matthew McQueen

The Chapter endorses Rep. Matthew McQueen,
D-Gallisteo, for Commissioner of Public Lands.

The land commissioner leads a department that
oversees our 9 million surface acres of state lands,
including special places for outdoor recreation
and wildlife habitat, as well as lands that earn
billions of dollars to support our public schools,
universities and hospitals.

McQueen has served 12 years in the House
of Representatives, 10 of those as chair of the House
Energy, Environment
and Natural Resources
Committee.

He has been one
of our go-to legislators
to sponsor environmental
legislation, and he has
successfully shepherded
many of our priority bills
into law.

McQueen has held
oil and gas companies accountable by restoring
the state’s ability to levy fines and penalties on
bad actors and by raising royalty rates.

He has also fought to protect the state’s natural
resources, such as the Gila River, and he led efforts
to prevent the storage of high-level nuclear waste
in New Mexico.

Last year he worked with a broad coalition
of stakeholders to successfully reform our
Department of Game and Fish into a modern
Department of Wildlife, and he was instrumental
in enacting a ban on cruel trapping on state lands.

McQueen will work to expand leases for wind,
solar and battery storage projects on state trust
lands as part of the Land Office’s mission of
ensuring fair returns for New Mexico schools
and beneficiaries.

McQueen will bring deep policy expertise and
a lifelong commitment to conservation as our
next land commissioner.

Rep. Matthew McQueen

HD 4—San Juan

Rep. Joseph Hernandez

Joseph Hernandez
was an ally of the
Chapter long before he
ran for his House seat.

In his first term, he
sponsored the Green
Amendment; a bill that
created the Solar Ac-
cess Fund within the
NM Finance Authority
to provide money to
local governments for solar projects; and a bill
to fund the cleanup of contaminated sites,
including uranium mining sites.

HD 13—Bernalillo
Rep. Patricia Roybal Cabellero

Rep. Joseph Hernandez

Rep. Patricia Roybal
Caballero has sponsored
a long list of important
environmental bills,
including the Com-
munity Solar Act, the
Energy Transition Act,
the Green Amendment,
various geothermal and
solar tax credit bills, as
well as legislation that

Rep. Patricia R. Cabellero
prevents New Mexico from becoming a nuclear

dumping ground. She is especially interested in
bills addressing environmental justice.

HD 14—Bernalillo
Rep. Miguel P. Garcia

Rep. Miguel Garcia
has a 97% lifetime
environmental voting
record on the most
recent Conservation
Voters NM scorecard.

While being laser-
focused on bills to help
his community, he is a
legislator we can count
on to vote to protect the
environment.

HD 16—Bernalillo

Yanira Gurrola Valenzuela

!
Rep. Miguel P. Garcia

During her time in office, Rep. Yanira Gurrola
Valenzuela has advocated for environmental sus-
tainability, clean energy and other climate solu-
tions to protect our natural resources and combat
climate change.

She has sponsored
legislation promoting
electric school buses,
clean car tax credits,
and water reuse
requirements.

She has a 100%
lifetime score in
Conservation Voters
NM most recent
scorecard.

Yanira Gurrola Valenzuela



Serving New Mexico and greater El Paso since 1963

Polls open May 5 for early votin

New to the state? Or a first-time voter? Our guide to voting in New Mexico will get you started asap!

HD 24—Bernalillo

Rep. Liz Thomson

During her 14 years
in the House, Rep. Liz
Thomson has been a
rock-solid supporter
of environmental and
progressive legislation.

As a pediatric
physical therapist
and the mother of
an autistic son,
she has focused
her legislative work largely on healthcare and
opportunities for children, especially those with
disabilities.

Rep. Liz Thomson

HD 30—Bernalillo

E. Diane Torres-Velasquez

Rep. E. Diane
Torres-Velasquez has
a PhD in education and
has worked with grass-
roots groups to estab-
lish public education
as a fundmental right
in New Mexico and
to make sure there is an
equitable distribution
of education resources.
While the focus of her legislative work has been
on education, she has been a steadfast supporter
of the Chapter’s environmental priorities.

Rep. Diane Torres-Velasquez

HD 34—Dona Ana
Rep. Raymundo “Ray” Lara

Rep. Ray Lara is
the chair of the House
Democratic Caucus.

He has sponsored
bills addressing critical
matters such as voting
rights and clean fuels.

Rep. Ray Lara

HD 37—Dona Ana

Lori Martinez

Lori Martinez is the Executive Director of
Ngage New Mexico, an education nonprofit.

If elected, she will bring a high level of
expertise in education and mental health to the
House as she works to fill gaps in services by
creating new state
programs and
opportunities,
advocating for
healthcare initiatives,
including Paid Family
Leave, and drafting
legislature to restrict
private-equity control
of hospitals, energy
and data centers.

Lori Martinez

HD 40— Multiple NE Counties
Dr. Nancy Wright

Dr. Nancy Wright
is a pediatrician with
a master’s degree in
public health who very
clearly understands
the intersection of the
environment and
health.

As a legislator, she
wants to address global
warming, environmen-
tal toxins, and green space, which she rightly
emphasizes are issues especially important to
children and young adults.

HD 41—Rio Arriba,
Santa Fe, Taos

Yolanda “Pancha”Jaramillo

Dr. Nancy Wright

Yolanda “Pancha”
Jaramillo is a retired
educator and behav-
ioral health advocate
who is an acequia
leader and an regional
advocate for acequias.

She serves on
the board of the NM
Acequia Association
and as an appointed
member of the NM Acequia Commission.
Yolanda says she is “all about clean water.”

Yolanda “Pancha” Jaraillo

HD 69—6 NW, Central Counties
Rep. Michelle Paulene Abeyta

Rep. Paulene
Abeyta’s indigenous
culture has nurtured in
her a deep understand-
ing of our connection to
the natural world and
the importance of
protecting it.

In her first legislative
term, she focused on
children, healthcare, and
tribal issues while also supporting environmental
issues, including sponsoring a bill to clean up
uranium and other contaminated sites.

HD 70—San Miguel & Torrance
Rep. Anita Gonzales

-t IS@I S
Rep. Paulene Abeyta

Rep. Anita Gonzales
has been a leader
on healthcare, educa-
tion and the environ-
ment. She represents
her District by advanc-
ing rural development
and public education
and continuing the
fight for remediation of
the impacts of the 2022
Calf Canyon/Hermit’s Peak fire.

Rep. Anita Gonzales
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She is committed to protecting the state’s
environment and culture, she champions water
rights, land stewardship, and community
traditions.

Bernalillo County
Commission, District 5
Eric Olivas

Commissioner Eric
Olivas has been an
environmental cham-
pion on the County
Commission.

He recently
sponsored a bill that
imposes renewable
energy, water-use off-
set, and labor require-
ments on any data
centers built in the county.

Santa Fe County
Commission, District 1
Henry Roybal

We are proud to once

Eric Olivas

again endorse Henry
Roybal as our choice
for Santa Fe County
Commissioner, Dist. 1.
A life-long resident
of the Pojoaque Valley,
Commissioner Roybal

was first elected to the
Santa Fe County
Commissioner in 2015. He won a second term in

Henry Roybal

January 2019. He has proven himself a true friend
on the issues that matter most to Sierra Club
members, in particular, balancing stewardship of
the land and its natural resources with economic
development.

For more Chapter endorsements and other helpful voting info,
visit us online at riograndesierraclub.org

Voter Info

Election How-tos

To register to vote, find out what district you are in,
view a sample ballot, and to find any other voting
information, go to nmvote.org. Early voting begins

at your County Clerk’s office (or in Albuquerque, at
the Clerk’s Annex, 1500 Lomas NW) on May 5 and

at additional locations on May 16. Check your County
Clerk’s website for hours and locations. You can
request an absentee ballot online nmvote.org,

Or you can contact your county clerk. Absentee

ballot applications must be received by May 19.

COUNTY CLERK OFFICES

Albuquerque  cabg.org/vote 505-924-3650

Santa Fe santafecountynm.gov/clerk/elections
505-955-6521
Las Cruces.  lascruces.gov/government/city-clerks-office/

municipal-elections
575-541-2115
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